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Alice G. Drake Tikkun Olam Award
Submission Deadline September 1, 2014

This award was created in memory of my mother, Alice Drake, 
who instilled in her family a volunteer spirit. Even during her 
four-and-half-year battle with Pancreatic Cancer she continued 
to volunteer until she was physically unable. During her senior 
years, she was knitting bears with Temple Israel members for 
young African Aids patients, served as a docent with the Memphis 
Zoo and as an usher at The Orpheum Theatre. As a part of the 
support group for the Herb Kosten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research, she attended group meetings and helped with 
the annual Kick It 5K.

A portion of the funds raised to conduct the Alice G. Drake Tikkun 
Olam Award Program will be donated to the Kosten Foundation in 
her memory.

2014 Submission Guidelines

Deadline: 
September 1, 2014

Area of coverage: 
Open to all Memphis Jewish agencies and organizations

Entry limit: 
One submission per category, per agency or organization

Submission Fee: 
$36 each submission

Age Categories:
12–13 — Bar/Bat mitzvahs must have occurred

 at least 6 months prior to deadline.
14–18 — Youth Group

19–24 — College students 
25–40 — Young adults

41–54 — Adults
55+ — Seniors

Winners: 
One winner in each age category will be chosen based 

on the impact that individual has made within the 
agency or organization.

Submission Requirements:
1. Name of volunteer.

2. Name, address, phone and email of submitting agency 
or organization.

3. Agency contact person submitting application.
4. Name of Tikkun Olam Project.

5. Please describe – in no more that 650 words – how 
this individual has made a lasting impact upon the 

agency or organization.

Deadline for checks and submissions is September 1, 2014
Please email your submission in a Word Document 

format to susan@jewishscenemagazine.com 
Or send with a check for $36 for each entry to: 

Jewish Scene Magazine
Alice G. Drake Tikkun Olam Award

4641 N. Ocean Dr. #12
Lauderdale By The Sea, FL, 33308. 

Questions: 901.624.4896

Winners in each category will be featured in the 

November/December 2014 issue of Jewish Scene 

Magazine. Additional prizes will be announced as 

the program continues to develop.
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From the Editor
From the
Editor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

Trying to produce a magazine 
in the middle of the summer 
is as difficult as trying to keep 
ice cream from melting in 
the heat. It may even be more difficult than producing 
a magazine between Thanksgiving and New Year’s. 
Everyone is on vacation.

So why not join the crowd? It was a perfect time for 
Larry and me to head to one of our favorite places to sit 
back and relax for our anniversary weekend. Picking 
the perfect place to stay in Key West is KEY to relaxing. 
(Page 4) At Chelsea House Pool and Gardens I can sit 
beside the pool all day and enjoy conversations with 
people who might live as close to us in Lauderdale By 
The Sea or as far away as England. During the day we 
enjoy our little hidden gem of an inn and at night we 
walk to several of our favorite choices for food and 
entertainment. When we crash from all of the fun and 
sun, it’s in a quaint Victorian inn with all the comforts 
of home.

If you are heading towards Atlanta, there is a new 
permanent exhibit depicting the life of Anne Frank, 
Anne Frank in the World: 1929-1945 (page 6).

Josh Less’ family vacationed earlier this year when 
they visited him during his gap year in Israel through 
Young Judea. During his Year Course program, Josh 
volunteered in several locations in Bat Yam and 
Jerusalem. He was immersed in Jewish culture, learned 
Hebrew and studied religion. And in his own words, 
“matured and grew more than he ever expected.” Read 
more about Josh’s experience on page 10.

Mark Hayden had the opportunity to speak with 
Craig Darch (page 12) about the 28-year track-
coaching career of Auburn’s Mel Rosen. Rosen 
coached seven Olympic performers, 143 All-
Americans, including 63 SEC indoor and outdoor 
champions and eight NCAA champs.

In this issue (page 8), meet Zach Jaworski who, after 
hitting the professional golf circuit, decided to return 
to Memphis to begin a new career, and during his spare 
time volunteer with the Memphis Jewish community.

Now that this July/August issue is behind me, I am 
working on our Senior Living special that comes out in 
September. So if you are interested in advertising call 
us soon, advertising space is limited for this special 
section. In addition to Senior Living we hope to begin 
featuring Simchas – weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs and 
other life-cycle events in each issue. Please send 
your suggestions and maybe your next Simcha will 
appear on the cover of Jewish Scene Magazine or 
JewishSceneMagazine.com.

Have a great summer!

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

*Must book by 12/1/13

renasantbank.com

From L to R: Nancy Rosenberg, Lending Assistant
Jeff Hudson, West TN President

At Renasant Bank, we take pride in getting to know our customers. 

You’re not just another number to us. From checking and savings 

accounts to mortgage and auto loans, we’ll listen to your needs and 

find the product that’s right for you. Experience it for yourself today.

EAST MEMPHIS    COLLIERVILLE    GERMANTOWN    CORDOVA   

901-684-0670

KNOWING YOU...
IS WHAT WE DO BEST
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Travel

The destination is always Chelsea house, one of 
six historic key west inns owned and operated by 
our host Julie Fondriest. situated in the heart of 
old Town, the Victorian architecture, rustic charm, 
unique décor, modern conveniences and laid-back 
lifestyle keeps us returning year after year. once 
the car is parked, we walk. only steps away from 
the island’s eclectic nightlife, historical attractions 
and the famous sunset at mallory square, the 
hardest choice we have to make is whether to walk, 
rent a bike or scooter or catch The Conch Train.

each day begins poolside among the lush tropical 
gardens for morning coffee and continental breakfast 
before heading out for a busy day of sightseeing. 
On some of those lazy, hot summer days, it’s easy to 
spend an entire afternoon around the pool chatting 
with guests from across the globe, before heading out 
for our version of the “duval Crawl.”

Our first stop is usually for a burger at 
Margaritaville where Buffett-singing musicians 
entertain the crowds all day. on this particular 

weekend we made our way to Sloppy Joe’s for a 
drink and sandwich by the same name. This is not 
a place to bring your children after dark. our next 
drink was at the infamous Captain Tony’s built 
around the hanging tree that still stands in the 
middle of the room. here local musicians cover 
well-known tunes and throw in an occasional 
original. on our anniversary evening, we made it to 
mallory square, where among the jugglers, sword 
swallowers and animal acts, we dined ocean side to 
watch the spectacular nightly sunset.

There is so much to do in key west – more than 
we could fit into a weekend. Plans are already in 
the works for fall, when we plan to kayak, snorkel, 
visit Tortugas national Park, enjoy a sunset 
cruise, and more.

You can be sure our visit will include a room at 
Chelsea House, or perhaps we’ll spice it up a bit and 
try one of the other historic key west inns.

Romantic Key 
West Get Away 
By: SuSAn C. niemAn

Travel

Every evening crowds gather at Mallory 
Square to celebrate the sunset at the 
Southernmost city in the U.S.

Our perfect romantic Key West retreat always begins with a leisurely drive through 
the Florida Keys along the Overseas Highway known as U.S.1. As spectacular as 
the Caribbean, I am always amazed by the beautiful aqua-blue seas, mangroves, 
tropical birds and sea life. Of course, it’s also fun to make the sporadic stops along 
the way to quench our thirst and grab a bite at an ocean-side bar.

Each day begins poolside 
among the lush tropical 
gardens for morning 
coffee and continental 
breakfast before heading 
out for a busy day of 
sightseeing.

“

“
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Travel

2010 E350. And 60 or so more.
Preowned. Value in good taste, prepared properly. 
Our experience guarantees it. 

mercedesmemphis.com/preowned

mercedesmemphis.com | 5389 Poplar Ave.  |  901.345.6211 

For more information and reservations:
 Historic Key West Inns

725 Truman Avenue
key west, Florida 33040

800.549.4430
305.294.5229

reservations@historickeywestinns.com
Cypress house
key lime inn
Albury Court

Chelsea house
lighthouse Court

merlin guesthouse

Each of the Historic Key West Inns is invested in 
protecting the beautiful environment while never 

sacrificing the comfort of guests.
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Feature

But this isn’t Holland. This is “Anne Frank 
in the World: 1929-1945,” formally called 
an exhibit but more like a small museum in 
the Atlanta suburb of Sandy Springs. Anne’s 
bedroom is a reproduction of the original 
on Prinsengracht in the Dutch city. The 
bookcase here is built 
similarly to the one 
in Anne’s Amsterdam 
annex. Between the 
trick door and Anne’s 
reproduced room are 
rows and rows of over 
800 photographs, 
reproduced historic 
newspaper front pages, 
and a scale model of the 
annex where the Jewish 
family hid from the 
Nazis during World War II.

The story of Anne Frank is very familiar to 
those of a certain age. But to young people, to 
whom the Vietnam War is ancient history, the 
true story of Anne Frank is often lost in a hazy 
cloud of events and names associated with the 
war of their great grandparents, World War 
II: D-Day, Pearl Harbor, Germany, the atomic 
bomb, Hiroshima, the Holocaust, the Battle of 
the Bulge, Anne Frank, the Nanking massacre, 
Yalta, the Third Reich.

In an introductory 28-minute-long film, 

The Short Life of Anne Frank, narrator 
Academy-award winning actor Jeremy Irons 
explains that as a Jewish family living in 
Germany, the Franks saw the proverbial 
writing on the wall after Hitler came to 
power in 1933. They packed their belongings, 

said goodbye to friends 
and co-workers, and 
moved to safety in 
Amsterdam. An oddity 
in the film is the only 
moving footage of 
Anne Frank known to 
exist. It lasts roughly 
eight seconds, and 
shows Anne looking 
out a window, at a 
wedding party on the 
sidewalk below.

Irons informs us that Anne planned to be a 
writer after the war was over, and she wrote 
her diary in hopes it would be published. 
In an O. Henry-style twist, it was, after her 
death, becoming one of the best-selling 
books of all time.

Exhibits explain that the Franks had 
been model German citizens. Displayed is a 
photograph of Anne’s father, Otto, and his 
brother, Herbert, decked out in World War 
I uniforms, loyal German soldiers fighting 
for their country. And from 1933 until 1942 

the Franks lived a normal life in Amsterdam. 
But in 1940 Germany overran Holland and on 
July 5, 1942, Anne’s sister, Margot, received 
a report-to-work notice from the Nazi 
government. The next day, the Franks went 
into hiding.

Unlike other Holocaust-related museums, 
this exhibit tells the Holocaust story but with 
an emphasis on Anne. The reason, said exhibit 
Coordinator Sandra Craine, is to put a human 
face on the Holocaust, examining it through 
the lens of one person’s point of view.

Because photography was one of Otto 
Frank’s hobbies, more family photos exist 
than one might think, and several depict the 
Franks at leisure, living a life no different 
than other Amsterdam residents did in the 
1930s. Visitors see the Frank family relaxing 
at the beach; Anne sitting in the sun, 
reading; the Franks at the gathered family 
kitchen table; proud father Otto holding 
Anne and her sister, Margot.

Then there is an ominous photo: Jewish 
forced laborers building a fallout shelter in 
1940. It signals the beginning of the time 
when life would never again be normal for the 
Franks and millions of other European Jews.

In a vintage photograph a small boy is 
dressed in a Nazi uniform. At an age when 
he should be playing soccer with his friends, 
he is obediently saluting Hitler, representing 
Hitler’s power to exploit children. Craine 
offers the old but respected adage that one has 
to be taught to hate.

The exhibits don’t end with Anne’s 
death in a concentration camp in 1945. 
The “Witness to the Holocaust” gallery 
is devoted to the reflections of and 
photographs taken by African-American 
Atlanta native and World War II veteran 
William Alexander Scott III. Scott’s father 
founded the newspaper The Atlanta Daily 
World in 1928, and his son used his camera 
savvy to records images of the liberation of 
Buchenwald. Two side-by-side displays in 
“Witness to the Holocaust” compare the 1935 
Nuremburg laws of Nazi Germany with those 
of the Jim Crow-era South.

The exhibit is sponsored by the Georgia 
Commission on the Holocaust. The 
commission was founded by teacher and 
Holocaust survivor’s daughter Sylvia Wygoda.

“Wygoda wanted to cultivate good 
citizenship and get people to understand 
the consequences of the Holocaust and 
understand what lessons can be learned from 
it,” said Craine.”

“Anne Frank in the World” had several 
temporary homes until it settled into 
an attractive space in an otherwise 
nondescript shopping center on Roswell 
Road in Sandy Springs.

Before visitors leave, they are invited to take 
one of a selection of scroll-shaped parchment-
like papers. Each contains a quote from Anne’s 
writing. We could almost feel the dark, cold 
night on which Anne wrote the quote we 
chose. “I feel wicked sleeping in a warm bed, 
while my dearest friends have been knocked 
down or have fallen into a gutter somewhere 
out in the cold night.”

Anne Frank in the World 
1929-1945

|  By Michael Schuman  |

Anne Frank’s roll-top desk is here, supporting a plaid diary. Also here are twin beds, one 
covered with a pair of haphazardly tossed magazines; Anne loved reading about all topics 
including her day’s pop culture. Magazine cutout photos of movie stars and royalty – 
representing those she had posted of Greta Garbo, Sonja Henie and Princesses Elizabeth 
and Margaret of England - are posted on the bedroom walls. Some feet away, a trick 
bookcase protects the hideaway from the outside world. Turn it sideways and it opens into 
an entrance, just like the one in Frank’s preserved hideout in Amsterdam.
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Yes! I would like to continue receiving 
Jewish Scene Magazine at my home.

Here is my annual donation to help 
offset the growing cost of mailing.

    $18    $25

    $50    $ other

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Mail to: Jewish Scene Magazine
4641 N. Ocean Drive #12

Lauderdale By The Sea, FL 33308

Nearby lodging:

Courtyard by Marriott: 

770.393.1000 www.

perimetercourtyard.com

Crowne Plaza: 770.395.7700 www.

crowneplaze.com/atl-ravinia

Comfort Suites Hotel: 

770.828.0330 www.comfortsuites.

com/hotel-atlanta-georgia-ga721

Feature Cont’
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Young Professional

Why Memphis?
Memphis is and will always be home. My family is here, so naturally I 
wanted my business here too. I love the Memphis atmosphere!

Tell us a little about your family.
My family has deep ties to the Memphis Jewish community. My 
grandparents, Jack and Audrey Joffre, are constantly involved whether it is 
donating their time or their services. My Aunt Linda always has her hands 
in something at ASBEE, and my Aunt Cathy is the president of Hadassah’s 
Desert-Mountain Region. We are an extremely tight family, we love 
spending time together and serving our community. I wouldn’t be who I am 
today without them.

What is your view of Jewish Memphis?
Memphis has a lot of diversity with options of synagogues and Jewish 
schools. You can choose how you want to raise your family, because 
Memphis is a great place to raise a Jewish family. My friends gather at the 
JCC or attend discussion groups on Jewish culture with Rabbi Finkelstein, 
I always feel connected. All of this makes living and being a part of Jewish 
Memphis important to me.

What would you tell people thinking about making the move to Memphis?
What are you waiting for? Memphis is a growing city with lots of Southern 
hospitality that makes you feel right at home. With endless opportunity and 
lots of diversity, it’s a great place to be.

How do you give back?
I participate in a number of organizations in which I believe and am 
affiliated with, such as Memphis Jewish Federation’s Young Adult Division 
(YAD) and St. Jude. I would love to sponsor more things. I also try to play in 
lots of charitable golf tournaments!

What inspires you to be involved in the Jewish community and Memphis 
Jewish Federation?
I wanted to find a way to give back but actually be involved hands on. I want 
to carry on my family’s legacy.

How do you juggle your leadership roles in your professional and 
community work?
About nine months ago I opened my own agency, so I am trying to find the 
best way to do that. It is a learning process. All advice is welcome!

How would you like to leave your footprint on YAD and the Memphis 
Jewish community? 
I hope to stay involved and even take on leadership roles. I want to build my 
own personal legacy.

Favorite Jewish childhood memory?
Being involved in BBYO and making lifelong friends during those four years.

Favorite Memphis memory?
It is a recent memory: but it was when I started my agency. Being involved 
with State Farm from a young age and watching my mom, Judy Jaworski, 
who also runs a State Farm Agency here in Memphis. Now having the 
opportunity to be an agent myself makes it a full circle memory.

Favorite Memphis Places?
FedEx Forum (Go Tigers! Go Grizz!), Golf ANYWHERE but especially with my 
NTSR’s (group of great guys that I have grown up golfing with) at Memphis 
National and of course Gibson’s Donuts!

What do you wish that everyone knew about the Memphis Jewish community?
The Memphis Jewish community is such a welcoming community, whether 
you participate often or sporadically, you always feel at home.

Any other fun info you’d like to share?
I am always down to play a round!

Zach Jaworski grew up in Memphis. Following college at the University of Tennessee- Chattanooga, 

he hit the professional golf circuit. After traveling the world for a few years, he settled in Chattanooga 

briefly. Today he is an Insurance and Financial Agent at Zach Jaworski State Farm in Memphis.

Meet Zach Jaworski
 By Stacy Wagerman

Zach, Jay Goldstein and 
Sharon Kaplan Zach on the courseZach with co-workers
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L’Chayim

Leco Realty, Inc.
Property Management. Real Estate Sales.

30 years experience managing rental homes

WE’VE
MOVED!
New Address:

3707 Macon Road
Memphis, TN 38122

Summer Ave

Macon Rd.

Leco Realty, Inc.

After 24 years at our original location, we have moved to:

3707 Macon Road • Memphis, Tennessee 38122
901.272.9028 • 901.272.7316

Finalist for the  
“Small Business of the Year Award”  

presented by  
Fogelman Business College  

at the University of Memphis.

BERT A. LESS 
President

L’Chayim

Chalk this up to ‘fun facts,’ or useless 
detail, but overview information about 
wine sales and consumption for last 
year in the United States makes an 
interesting read for many.

What we know about 2013 is that 
California wine sales rose by 5% to 
capture 64% of total U.S. wine sales, 
according to The Wine Institute, a group 
representing domestic producers.

A total of 215 million cases of wine 
produced in California were shipped 
within the U.S. in 2013, up 3% by 
volume, with an estimated retail 
value of $23.1 billion, up 5% by value, 
according to the San Francisco-based 
Wine Institute.

Overall, sales of U.S. wines within 
all markets, both domestic and 
international, increased 3% by volume 
to 258 million cases with an estimated 
retail value of $36.3 billion, a rise 
attributed to the popularity of wines 
priced $10 and over.

The U.S. Department of the Treasury 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade 
Bureau (TTB) approved nearly 
99,000 wine label registrations in 
2013, the majority of which were from 
foreign producers.

Also from the TTB statistics, the 
number of alcohol production permits 
in the U.S. increased by 4,100 over the 
past five years. That is a 47% increase 
over that period of time and captures 
the tremendous growth in the number 
of craft brewers, new distillers and 

cider producers, not just the growth in 
new wineries.

Retail outlets selling wine continued 
to increase, expanding by 62,000 
locations over the last five years, up 
12% to 550,000 outlets, according to 
the Nielsen Company.

According to Nielsen, the most 
popular wine styles in the U.S. were 
Chardonnay (20% share), Cabernet 
Sauvignon (13%), Merlot (9%), Red 
Blends/Sweet Reds (9%) and Pinot 
Grigio (9%), followed by Moscato (6%), 
White Zinfandel (5%), Pinot Noir (4%), 
and Sauvignon Blanc (4%).

Moscato, Malbec and red blends 
experienced double-digit growth, with 
the next biggest growth in sales seen 
with Pinot Grigio and Pinot Noir.

Wine exports from the U.S. were 
valued at $1.55 billion in 2013 with the 
European Union the top destination 
accounting for $617 million, up 31% 
compared to the previous year.  

Exports to Canada were valued at $454 
million, up 12%.  Japan accounted for 
$102 million in value, down 7%, while 
Hong Kong, valued at $78 million 
was down 12%.  The export market to 
China grew modestly to $77 million, 
up 6%.  Mexico increased to $22 
million, up 21%. South Korea was up 
16% to $18 million.

A Snapshot of the 
U.S. Wine Industry

|  By Gary Burhop  |

Gary Burhop owns Great Wines & Spirits located at 6150 Poplar 
Avenue in Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 38119 and invites your 
questions and patronage. Contact him at 901.682.1333 or garyburhop@
greatwinesmemphis.com

photo courtesy of 
Buena Vista winery
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Teen Scene

It was a hot summer day before my senior year of high school when I found 
out about the Young Judaea Year Course in Israel. My good friend and fellow 
Memphian, Eli Steinberg, told me about choosing to defer a year from 
college to spend the year in Israel volunteering and studying.

When I finally decided I wanted to do this, I had to convince my parents. 
Realistically, it was understandable that they were hesitant to let their child 
go halfway across the globe for a whole school year. I was overjoyed when 
they agreed to let me become a participant, or chanich in Hebrew.

Honestly, I didn’t know what to expect. I knew that the program was 
based around volunteering, living in a group setting and studying; but I 
had no idea what I was getting myself into. Usually when someone says 
that, it is in a negative light, but this time it wasn’t. My year in Israel 
through Year Course has been the best year of my life. I now have friends 
for life across the United States, have a real and personal connection 
to Israel, learned to live independently, experienced a foreign culture, 
learned to challenge my own opinions and question things, and learned a 
lot about life along the way.

The day I left was filled with many emotions. It was my first day leaving the 
nest, and I was about to start my Gap Year in Israel. My group flight to Israel 
included so many of the people with whom I was about to spend the next 
year. Now that I look back on it, meeting everyone in the airport was funny. 
We had no idea how close we were about to become – the strong bond we 
would form.

We left the Israeli airport on a bus headed to Bat Yam, a small town close to 
Tel Aviv. During September we attended orientation sessions and workshops 
to help us ease into life in Israel. It was magical spending the High Holidays 
in the Holy Land. I remember the vibes in Jerusalem during Rosh Hashanah. 
It was nothing like I had ever experienced before. It didn’t take long to 
make friends and get to know people. I lived in a 12th-floor apartment 
overlooking the highway. My five roommates and I could see Tel Aviv, Holon 
and some of Bat Yam.

In our second month we began to volunteer. Participants have three 
volunteer options: remain in Bat Yam, go to Marva, or go to Yemin Orde. 
Marva is a two-month IDF simulation-training course. Yemin Orde is a 

youth village in Northern Israel. I stayed for a two-month volunteer position 
at the Bat Yam Beach School where 5th and 6th grade children learn how 
to kayak, boogie board, windsurf and snorkel. I was not an instructor. Four 
days a week I helped around the place, cleaning, renovations, watching the 
kids in the water and putting away kayaks. A lot. I formed great friendships 
with some of the instructors and benefited from our many conversations, 
which ranged from the Israeli Palestinian conflict to American culture vs. 
Israeli culture. Two days a week, I volunteered at an Israeli preschool in a 
class full of Israeli children and a few teachers, none of whom spoke a word 
of English. This was a challenge for me. Here I played with the kids and kept 
them happy and entertained. I enjoyed both of my volunteer placements, 
which were an integral part of my experience in Israel.

When my volunteering ended, it was time for winter break and the move 
to Jerusalem.

The move to Jerusalem meant two things, a new apartment and classes. 
Instead of living in different apartments all around one city, we lived in 
a dorm-style setting. My classes included Hebrew, Zionism, Power of 
Persuasion (Learning how to defend Israel’s right to exist), God Talk and the 
history of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The classes were both interesting 
and challenging. For my Zionism and History of Religions course we took 
field trips, in Hebrew “siyurim” all around Israel. We went to Hevron, The 
Kinneret, The Dome of the Rock, Sderot, and everywhere imaginable in the 
Old City of Jerusalem. During this semester I learned so much about Israel, 
the history of the Jewish people, the conflict and my own views.

Throughout the year I matured and grew more than I ever expected. I 
learned how to cook, keep an apartment clean, do my own laundry, and 
generally function and handle all my responsibilities without help from 
my parents or anyone else. I got to know another country and feel at 
home there. I had the chance to make an amazing new set of friends from 
America, Britain and Canada. I experienced things that I’ll never forget and 
created memories that will last forever. I have no regrets about taking a gap 
year in Israel and very much recommend it. I am now a much more mature 
and independent individual, which is going to help out when I go to college 
in the fall.

My year Course 
in israel

|  By Josh Less  |
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Mark Hayden has been a frustrated 
athlete almost all his life. If you 
know of any untold stories out 
there, let me know. Any comments 
or suggestions are welcome at 
marktn58@aol.com.

It’s not hard to understand why the successful 
28-year coaching career of Auburn’s Mel 
Rosen culminated with several Hall of Fame 
invitations. His resume of championships in 
both indoor and outdoor events has secured his 
name in the university’s record books as well.

Rosen, who also coached the U.S. Olympic 
track team in the 1992 Barcelona Games, 
grew up in Brooklyn and later coached at the 
University of Iowa before facing the unstable 
years of the civil rights movement, Vietnam War 
protests and desegregation in Auburn. A bit of a 
daunting experience for many, but Rosen rose to 
the challenge.

In addition to those challenges there were 
pressures from within – to remain at home. Mel 
lost his father when he was eight, so his early 
years were hard, a situation 
that made him eager to strike 
out eventually on his own and 
show his independence.

“Rosen was a bit of a 
maverick, an independent 
thinker, someone who likes 
to push the envelope,” said 
Craig Darch, author of “From 
Brooklyn to the Olympics: 
The Hall of Fame Career of 
Auburn University Track 
Coach Mel Rosen.”

“He wanted to become a 
high school track coach – 
in the back of his mind he 
thought he’d always be stuck 
as a coach in Long Island,” 
said Darch. “So when he had a chance to go, he 
went. His mom wanted him to push shmates 
around in a cart in the garden district.”

Brooklyn was all about tradition and Mel 
wasn’t about tradition.

“Rosen always had a good relationship 
with his mother – it was a typical mother-son 
bond,” said Darch, “It was a strong one, but 
ultimately he still tried to break away from the 
home front.” 

The Brooklyn native spent four years as a 
middle distance runner and later as a graduate 
assistant at the University of Iowa. Next came 
the opportunity he’d been dreaming about all 
his life when he joined the staff of the Auburn 
Tigers and Head Coach Wilbur Hutsell.

It was a culture shock traveling to the South, 
but it was always about the work for Rosen. He 
was so focused on the job. Hutsell was nearing 
62 and bound to retire soon at which time Rosen 
would move into the top spot. Or so he thought.

He didn’t figure that his head coach would 
stick around for eight more years until the 
mandatory retirement age kicked in. Once he 
retired Rosen wasn’t the automatic choice that 
he had hoped for either.

“They didn’t want to give the job to Mel,” 
Darch said, “not necessarily because he was 
Jewish, but because he was from the North, and 
they were afraid he wouldn’t be able to recruit 
the Southern athlete with his Northern accent.”

Auburn’s first choice turned the job down; 
Rosen then became their only option. But he had 
his own options as well. As the hiring process 
dragged on, he looked elsewhere. “He wasn’t 
bitter, he wasn’t mad, he just wasn’t going to be 
someone else’s assistant, ” said Darch. 

Soon after both parties decided that he was 
the right man for the job.

That lukewarm hire turned 
into a 28-year Hall of Fame 
stint for both Rosen and 
Auburn. But his success 
didn’t happen overnight. 
His program endured several 
unsuccessful seasons until 
a new athletic director was 
hired and more scholarships 
became available. With more 
funding available to him, 
expectations also grew.

Rosen was up to the 
challenge – in fact he 
embraced it. Two athletes 
who helped him change the 
course of Auburn’s track and 

field program were Willie Smith and Harvey 
Glance. Both African-American, Smith was 
recruited from Long Island while Glance came 
from a small town outside Auburn.

“Harvey became fond of Mel and he really 
didn’t want to go far from home,” said 
Darch. “Willie came to Auburn when one of 
Rosen’s childhood friends helped recruit him 
from New York.

“Those two signings made Auburns program 
the epicenter for sprinters,” Darch added.

Rosen led the Tigers to four consecutive SEC 
indoor championships from 1977-1980 and their 
lone outdoor SEC title in 1979. In 1978 he was 
honored as the SEC and NCAA Coach of the Year 
in both indoor and outdoor events. He repeated 
the feat as the NCAA Indoor Coach of the Year in 
1980 and was later named SEC Indoor Coach of 
the Year in 1985.

During Rosen’s career, he coached seven 
Olympic performers, 143 All-Americans, 

including 63 SEC indoor and outdoor champions 
and eight NCAA champs.

Rosen, now 87, left Auburn in 1991 when he 
was named head coach of the U.S. Track team 
at the Barcelona Olympic Games. His runners 
won 20 medals, eight of which were gold. Rosen 
has also enjoyed success in international games 
by heading American delegations to Japan, 
Argentina, Rome and four trips to Israel’s 
Maccabiah Games.

Selected to several Hall of Fames, Rosen 
visits Auburn’s team two to three times a week, 
travels occasionally with them and is still 
involved there.

“He just enjoys being around athletes,” Darch 
said. “He’s just a happy guy.”

For more information on Craig Darch’s book, 
visit www.newsouthbooks.com/melrosen

Mel Rosen: From 
Brooklyn to the 
Olympics 
A Discussion with Craig Darch 
By mark hayden

On the Sidelines

Coach Mel Rosen

Author Craig Darch
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Temple Israel Boy Scout Troop 25 Annual Hot 
Dog Roast at Plough Towers

Dozens brought their dogs for Blessing of the Pets

Bart Cohen with scout at the hot dog roast

Scot Struminger is all smiles at the MRJ-
Temple Israel Brotherhood 11th Annual 
Charity Golf Tournament

Natalie Diamond and granddaughter at 
Mother’s Day Party

Mother Bear Project’s national founder, 
Amy Berman (front, 3rd from R) with 
Temple’s group

Ruth Diamond enjoying flower 
arrangement activity

Students at the Barbara K. Lipman Early Learning 
Center enjoy a performance by Opera Memphis

Joyce Binder enjoying flower arrangement activity
Students at the Barbara K. Lipman Early Learning 
Center perform at their Shalom Ceremony
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