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From the Editor
From the
Editor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

Who knew that the response 
from readers through social media about our first-ever 
Baby Issue (May/June 2016) and pets would lead to such 
overwhelming interest? In response to the many pet 
parents, pets that go to work, and foster parents, who 
would like to share their stories in Jewish Scene Magazine 
and at jewishscenemagazine.com, we will be adding the 
column in each issue.

I hope that you enjoy all of these stories about the 
pets that bring so much joy to their families, of rescue 
dogs who have found their new homes, and of foster 
parents (page 18) who provide a safe haven for those still 
searching for their forever homes.

In honor of the dog days of summer, we asked Chef Josh 
Steiner of Strano! Sicilian Kitchen & Bar to share his 
favorite pet treat recipes on page 6. We’ll meet his dog, 
Tina, in an upcoming issue. And mixologist Michael 
Luckey, of Interim Restaurant & Bar, came up with some 
of his summer cocktail picks to go along with the theme 
on page 7.

Our Pet Therapy stories demonstrate how dogs are 
more than man’s best friend but can be healing as well. 
Meet Jo Anne Fusco and her four-legged companions 
that travel all over the city to bring happiness to those 
suffering from illness and even attending kindergarten 
class and more, on page 12. Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehab’s residents, Stormy and Captain, (pictured on 
the cover) on page 14, roam the halls of the facility 
bringing joy to all.

Dog Days, on page 16, features, Argus, a friendly canine 
that makes his places of work more fun for his dad and 
clients too.

Perhaps these stories will inspire you to adopt a pet, 
foster a pet, volunteer at your local shelter or donate to 
the hundreds of organizations around the city.

We’ve raved about Destin’s most romantic get away, 
Henderson Park Inn, many times on the pages of Jewish 
Scene (page 4). Now there’s something more to look 
forward to late this year. Introducing The Henderson 
Beach Resort, take a sneak peak at everything this luxury 
resort will have to offer for all!

We’ve moved our Home and Garden features to 
September, when we will also feature our 10-year 
anniversary, the Guide to Jewish Memphis and Senior 
Living. If you have been thinking about advertising, this 
is the issue to do so. Please call Susan at 901.827.7244 or 
email me at susan@jewishscenemagazine.com.

Until next time!

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor
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Paradise on Earth
By Susan C. Nieman

Henderson Park Inn

The sun is rising over the beautiful, white 
sandy beaches of Destin, Florida’s, ocean-side 
paradise, the Henderson Park Inn. Guests, some 
celebrating anniversaries, birthdays or just 
another fabulous get away, open their veranda 
doors to take in the calm and peaceful view of 
the Gulf of Mexico. Beach chairs, umbrellas, 
billowy clouds and gentle waves dot the view 
calling all to claim a spot with a good book, a 
drink and plenty of sunscreen. But not before 
an elegant breakfast fit for a king or queen 
prepared by Chef Greg Dupas and Chef Allen. 
The gathering room is buzzing with activity as 
guests choose between a fit and healthy choice 
of fresh fruits, oats, yogurts, cereals or will they 
splurge with a made-to-order omelet with a 
side of bacon, cheese grits, biscuits and gravy. 
Too much for one morning. But there’s always 
tomorrow.

As we meander our way to the beach, we grab 
our complimentary beach towels, cold drinks 
and candy bars easily accessible by way of the 
lobby. At noon the lunch boxes arrive with our 
choice of sandwiches or salads ordered the night 
before. Not wanting to miss a lick of sunshine, 
we often eat at our beach chairs. Sometimes 
the breeze from the resort deck offers some 
comforting shade.

Throughout the afternoon a quick trip to 
the front office promises an array of cookies, 
lemonade, fruit and tea. And at 4 p.m. the 
Tiki hut opens for guests to mingle, meet and 
catch up on the day’s events. Some come to the 
complimentary happy hour in bathing suits still 
ready to soak up the last rays of the day, while 
others are ready to begin an evening with dinner 
at the famous Beach Walk Café and a night on 
the town.

Henderson Park Inn’s 35 luxury rooms and 
suites sit quietly on a cul-de-sac on Scenic 
Highway 98 where it borders the 208-acre 

Henderson State Park with 1.3 miles of 
unobstructed beach. Upon entering our room, 
romantic music fills the air while on the bed sits 
a complimentary bottle of wine, fresh grapes 
and flowers. Rooms have access to free high-
speed internet, cable TV and Netflix. Rooms 
with kitchenettes offer a mini refrigerator, 
microwave, coffee maker, gourmet coffee and 
bottled water. Some rooms are even equipped 
with a fireplace, and most with whirlpool tubs. 
Bicycles, helmets and chain locks are available 
for a ride around the neighborhood and along 
the scenic beach road. The Inn also offers 
meeting and party rooms for small conferences, 
weddings, board meetings or other gatherings 
and complimentary shuttle service to and from 
Northwest Florida Regional Airport (March 
through October). Weddings, honeymoons and 
anniversaries are very popular at the Inn, which 
has been named and ranked time and again 
as one of the top romantic inns in Destin, in 
Florida, along the Gulf Coast, in the USA and in 
North and Central America.

With all of the amenities that Henderson 
Park Inn Bed & Breakfast has to offer, fall 2016 
brings guest services to an even higher level 
with the opening of the long-awaited Henderson 
Beach Resort. See the opposite page for more 
information about this newest Salamander 
Hotels & Resorts Property.

With another glorious anniversary weekend 
under our belt, I don’t have to wait for a special 
occasion to come back to the place I claim as my 
paradise on Earth.

Destinations

2700 Scenic Highway 98 Destin, FL 32541 • 888-836-1105 / www.hendersonparkinn.com

Coastal room 
with a view

Complimentary 
beachside chairs and 
umbrellas await

Cooked to order 
omelet station 
prepared each 

morning

Chef Greg Dupas and Chef 
Allen never forget a face.
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There is a buzz along the sugary, white sand 
beaches of Florida’s Emerald Coast in Destin 
as hundreds of workers put the final touches 
on what promises to be the most luxurious 
accommodations along Northwest Florida’s 
Gulf Coast.

Taking its cue from the highly acclaimed, 
awarding-winning and sister property, Henderson 
Park Inn, (opposite page), The Henderson’s 
relaxing, residential design embraces the nostalgia 
of Destin’s fishing mecca. This home away from 
home features 170 spacious guest rooms and 
suites including 16 specially designed spa rooms. 
Guests may choose among three Gulf-view room 
options overlooking either the pristine nature 
preserve, lovely pools or quaint Crystal Beach 
cottages. Piazza-facing rooms overlook the lushly 
landscaped gardens. Larger-than-typical luxury 
resort guestrooms feature custom furnishings, 
luxurious bedding, elegant bathrooms and 
gracious balconies or terraces. There are even 
pet-friendly second-floor rooms that include a 
comfy dog bed, water bowls, organic treats and 
waste bags.

Arriving at the Grand Courtyard, guests will 
enter an expansive Living Room with high 
ceilings and a wall of windows that face the 
preserve and beach. “Though this is the 
first upper luxury resort built in Destin in 
a generation, the thoughtful residential 
design exudes comfortable luxury that is both 
nostalgic, but obviously designed with every 
modern convenience, not to mention taking 
full advantage of the spectacular views and 
the extraordinary nature of the Gulf Coast,” 
said hotel spokesperson, Zandra Wolfgram. 

Stylish furnishings adorn the common areas, 
guest rooms, restaurants and spa areas, while 
staying true to locally authentic and cultural 
surroundings. The resort will feature local 
artists, while hand-selected fish will arrive daily 
from Destin pier.

Numerous restaurants, bars, terraces, private 
dining and meeting options offer every guest – 
whether couples seeking solitude, families with 
children, meetings and conventions or wedding 
guests – a multitude of options including: a 
signature restaurant with display kitchen and 
sushi bar, a striking octagonal-shaped bar with 
panoramic Gulf view featuring craft brews, 
precision cocktails and tapas plates, a poolside 
grill, outdoor terrace dining with sunset views, 
an old-fashioned ice cream shop and intimate 
dining on the beach. 

The Henderson’s destination spa will feature 11 
spacious treatment rooms, water treatments and 
amenities, and a women’s lounge, which opens 
onto a private relaxation terrace overlooking 
the preserve. In addition to the spa, the sun-
lit fitness room and a variety of other water 
experiences include a family-oriented pool 
with a lazy river and a quiet adult zone. There 
will be numerous family activities, including 
a dedicated children’s program. Guests will 
easily stroll or bike to the beach, the adjacent 
nature preserve and into the surrounding 
community of fine beach homes in Crystal 
Beach. Or, they can utilize the resort’s fleet of 
luxury cars or concierge shuttle to visit nearby 
attractions. Neighboring activities include two 
championship golf courses, shopping at the 
Destin Commons or Silver Sands Premium 

Outlet Center, the largest in the region — and 
a variety of water-sports, amusement and 
equestrian activities. Guests of The Henderson 
will also enjoy a beach experience that features 
sunset cocktail hours, a wide pristine beach, 
waterfront dining, umbrella and chair service, 
as well as a base for activities like sailing, 
snorkeling and volleyball.

Destinations

  THe Henderson…

Destin Reimagined
 By Susan C. Nieman

The Henderson is being developed and 
managed by Salamander Hotels & Resorts, 

one of the country’s top luxury hotel 
companies founded by Sheila C. Johnson. 

For more information, visit 
HendersonBeachResort.com.

200 HENDERSON RESORT WAY
DESTIN, FL 32541

855-741-2777
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From the Kitchen of Chef Josh Steiner

Frozen Pupsicles

Peanut Butter Banana + Flax Seed Bites

Ingredients
¼ cup peanut butter (unsalted/no sugar added)
½ cup plain yogurt 
1 ripe banana
1 tsp. ground flax seed (optional)
Splash of unsweetened almond milk

Directions:
Combine all ingredients in a blender. Blend until 
smooth. Pour into ice cube trays. Let thaw for 5 minutes 
before serving.

Ingredients
1 cup whole wheat flour (can be 
substituted with rice or coconut flour 
for a grain-free option)

½ banana, mashed

½ cup peanut butter

2 Tbsps. ground flax seed

¼ cup almond milk (unsweetened)

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Combine 
all ingredients in a medium mixing bowl. 
Mix ingredients together thoroughly 
using a spatula until well combined. 
Roll out mixture on a floured surface to 
approximately ¼”. Cut into desired shapes. 
Repeat with remaining dough. Place on 
a nonstick baking sheet and bake for 20 
minutes.

Dog Treats

Open for brunch, lunch, dinner | Available for catering and private events

948 South Cooper Street Memphis, TN 38104 • 901.275.8986
Tuesday-Sunday 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. & 5 p.m.-12 a.m.
ChefJosh@stranoskitchen.com • stranoskitchen.com

Josh Steiner is the executive chef and owner 
of Strano! Sicilian Kitchen & Bar in Memphis’ 
historic Cooper/Young District. Josh inherited his 
culinary love from his parents and grandparents. 
He enjoys preparing new and fresh creations.
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Join Jewish Community Partners and the MJCC for four days in Poland
 and six days in Israel, exploring our Jewish past, present, and future.

Deadline to enroll is July 24!
For detailed information about ticket packages, flight information, and travel subsidies, 

visit www.jcpmemphis.org/kehillacommunitytrip

Hotels include the Radisson Blu Centrum in Warsaw, Radisson Blu in Krakow,
Inbal in Jerusalem, Irus Hamidbar in Yeruham and Carlton in Tel Aviv.

Mixology
By Michael Luckey

Michael Luckey is a Memphian that caught the restaurant bug with his first job at 16. He has worked at the former Yia Yia’s Eurocafe, Ciao Bella 
and Interim Restaurant & Bar. His passion for dining naturally transitioned into an infatuation with wine and spirits. He is accredited as a Wine 
& Spirits Education Trust (WSET) Level 3 Advanced Sommelier and is currently working on his French Wine Scholar certification. You can taste 
one of “Luckey’s” handcrafted cocktails or a glass of his selected vino at Interim Restaurant & Bar.

Greyhound
Ingredients

1.5oz vodka or gin
2-3oz fresh grapefruit juice

lime garnish

Salty Dog
Ingredients

Same ingredients as a 
Greyhound but FIRST rim your 
glass with salt. I prefer a mild 
London dry gin over vodka in 

my salty dogs and vodka in my 
greyhounds. 

Colorado Bulldog
Ingredients

1.25oz vodka
.75oz Kahlua

1oz half and half
splash of cola (I prefer root beer) Presented by

Mixology 
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Health, Body & Soul

Keeping Up With 
Changing Breast 
Cancer Guidelines and 
Technology
Understanding how new technology and research study findings affect 
your health can be challenging. An area of special concern for women 
is breast cancer. New screening tests have been introduced, and the 
American Cancer Society recently changed its guidelines for when 
women should start getting mammograms. So we consulted a local 
breast health expert with the Baptist Comprehensive Breast Center, the 
only center in the area accredited by the National Accreditation Program 
for Breast Centers, to learn how these changing guidelines and new 
technology affect women.

The first thing a woman needs to consider when it comes to ACS 
guideline changes is her personal risk for developing breast cancer. 

“Probably the biggest thing that people need to know is that these 
mammogram recommendations are for women who are of average risk,” 
said Dr. Alyssa Throckmorton, breast surgeon with Baptist Medical 
Group and medical director for Baptist’s Multidisciplinary Breast 
Program.

A woman is considered at average risk if she does not have a personal 
or family history of breast cancer or other risk factors. ACS recommends 
women of average risk consider starting screening mammograms 
between 40 and 45 years old and 
then have them annually until 54 
years old. After that, a woman can 
choose to have screenings annually 
or every two years.

“If you are a woman of average 
risk and you do not have dense 
breasts, then a regular digital 
screening mammogram may be 
the most that you need,” said Dr. 
Throckmorton.

Women who have dense breast 
tissue (more glandular and fibrous 
tissue than fat) or a moderately 
increased risk for breast cancer may 
need more advanced screening, such 
as digital breast tomosynthesis (3-D 
mammography) or automated breast 
ultrasound screening (ABUS). 

Three-D mammography uses 
multiple additional low-dose 
mammographic images to create a 3-D model of the breast. The 3-D 
image can resolve issues with overlapping tissue or identify subtle 
changes and smaller tumors. ABUS is a type of screening ultrasound that 
uses sonic waves rather than radiation to look for breast abnormalities. 
Ultrasound is an excellent additional screening test that can discover 
small lumps hidden by tissue on mammograms. 

While these tests are for screening purposes, they may result in a 
formal diagnostic ultrasound or additional mammographic testing, 
particularly if the radiologist sees something of concern.

“Any of these additional supplemental tests carry an increase in cost, 
potential patient anxiety and the risk of false-positives—meaning we 
see something on the imaging or you need additional imaging or a biopsy 
to prove that it’s not a cancer,” said Dr. Throckmorton.

Your physician can advise you on what type of imaging is most 
appropriate for you. Patients also should discuss their breast cancer 
risk with their physicians because ACS recommends that women who 

have a higher than 20–25 percent 
lifetime risk for breast cancer get 
a breast MRI and mammogram 
annually. Those considered high 
risk for breast cancer include 
women who have the BRCA-1 or 
BRCA-2 gene mutation, a first-
degree family member (parent, 
sibling or child) with the breast 
cancer gene or a history of chest 
radiation. Other risk factors can 
be combined using a computer 
model to provide a risk estimate. 

“Those [patients] need to be 
talking to their physician about what they need to be doing to lower their 
risk of breast cancer and what they need to be doing for their annual 
screening,” said Dr. Throckmorton. “If they aren’t getting good answers 
or don’t have a good feel for what exactly they should do, then they need 
to look for an opinion somewhere else.”

The Baptist Breast Risk Management Program offers dedicated breast 
radiologists, an experienced breast health specialist, a genetic counselor 
to assess patients’ genetic risk and a nurse practitioner who can discuss 
prevention medications and additional testing, such as MRIs. 

So what else can patients do to reduce their risk for breast cancer? 
It involves basic things that contribute to good health anyway, such as 
maintaining a healthy weight, exercising and drinking in moderation (no 
more than one alcoholic drink a day).

Dr. Alyssa 
Throckmorton
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In 1978, a woman died of breast cancer, and with her the 

talents I never knew. She crocheted. She embroidered. 

So that history doesn’t repeat itself,
it’s important to me to fi nd the right place for annual exams, 

guidance and treatment if needed. I choose the Baptist 

Comprehensive Breast Program, the only program of its 

kind in the Mid-South for their expertise and compassionate 

care. Not only do they provide the best services, like 3-D 

mammography, automated breast ultrasound for dense 

breasts, and a high risk program with genetic testing, but it’s 

a place that feels like home.  

3-D Mammography screening available:

Baptist Women’s Health Center
50 Humphreys Blvd, Memphis, TN

Baptist Memorial Hospital–Collierville 
1500 West Poplar Avenue – Collierville,TN

Baptist Memorial Hospital–DeSoto
7601 Southcrest Parkway – Southaven, MS

Call today to schedule 
your mammogram, 901-227-PINK (7465)

COMPREHENSIVE 

BREAST PROGRAM  Get Better.

She was my grandmother.

baptistpink.com

Cary & 
Wendy 
Rotter

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION!
901-752-1515 • 662-393-1110

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Keeping the  
Comforts  
of Home

Screened, Bonded  
& Insured

Personal Care
Light Housekeeping  

& Laundry

Transportation/Errands
Respite & 24-Hour Care
Homemaker Services
Meal Preparation
State Licensed

Distinctive Residential Settings 

Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro
Premier Health and Wellness Programs 

Award-Winning Assisted Living and Memory Care

ACLF License 102  © 2016 Belmont Village, L.P.

901-624-8820 • belmontvillage.com

The Community Built for Life.®

M E M P H I S

American Heroes: Portraits of Service

JewishScene_heroes_2016.indd   1 6/15/16   10:06 PM
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On the Sidelines

If anything of note happened in Memphis Tiger 
sports history, it’s a good bet that Charles Rafael 
can tell you the story behind the story. There’s 
enough Tiger memorabilia in his sports room to 
make any U of M fan feel like they’re in, well, 
blue and gray heaven.

A Memphis fan since 1957, Rafael’s collection 
might be described as a proverbial “candy 
store,” to Tiger fans. Just ask him about a 
particular item and the stories are endless.

Watching over collection highlights of U of M 
basketballs and footballs of the last 50 years are 
dozens of stuffed tigers – the largest an 8-foot-
long feline that won’t even fit in the DEN – that 
along with designated items serve as toys for his 
grandkids. “I’ve got a bunch of Tigers; Memphis 
and Auburn. I bet I’ve got more stuffed Tigers 
than any kid in Memphis,” he joked.

His proudest Tiger moments coincide with the 
sweetest moments in the athletic department 
history: the 1973 final against UCLA and the 
2008 title matchup against Kansas. He attended 
every game in 1973 and most games in 2008. 
He’s astonishingly only missed five home games 
in 55 years.

Alongside the joy of sports brings its share of 
heartache. Similar to recent remarks made by 
favorite son Tim McCarver, who still feels the 

sting of the 1968 Cardinals’ World Series loss to 
Detroit, Rafael hasn’t rebounded from the Tiger-
Kansas championship defeat of 2008. “Who says 
I’ve recovered,” he said at the mention of the 
last-minute Tiger collapse.

His collection also holds a few Tiger football 
items – a piece of the goalpost when Memphis 
upset the University of Tennessee, along with 
various items from the D’Angelo Williams era. 
He’s working on collectibles from New England 
punter Stephen Gostkowski and recently drafted 
Denver quarterback Paxton Lynch, but basketball 
memorabilia remains the main attraction.

In addition to the local collections, he 
owns a series of autographs from national 
celebrities: from Bart Starr to Mike Krzyzewski, 
from Charles Barkley to Magic Johnson, from 
Joe Namath to Nick Saban. He also displays 
Rebecca’s favorite contribution, the framed 
ticket to the 1982 Alabama-Illinois Liberty Bowl 
game, which is paired with an autographed 
letter that she received from Bear Bryant two 
weeks before his death.

A small Israeli flag autographed by current 
Sacramento King’s player Omri Casspi sits 
nearby. He got that when he spotted Casspi and 
a friend in the Peabody Hotel Lobby when he 
first joined the NBA.

According to Rafael, the item must properly 
fit into his collection; it’s got to be a good match. 
Prominently featured among his Tiger mementos 
are a couple renderings of Ebbets Field – including 
a brick from the old park. “My dad was born 
two blocks away in Flatbush,” he explained. “So 
that’s my salute to my dad.” To round out his 
nod to old baseball stadiums, he owns a plaque 
commemorating the 1927 Murderers’ Row with a 
part of a seat from the Bronx.

He enjoys sharing his passion of storytelling 
with others and relishes the memories his 
sports room raises with them. He doesn’t show 
the room off too often, but has shared it with a 
few writers, as well as a couple of high school 
coaches and his relatives. Upon exiting the room 
Rafael loves quizzing visitors on what they’ll 
best remember from his collection. “Everybody 
has a different response,” he said.

His collection has always been personal. It 
started in 1962 when Rafael threw a seven-
inning perfect softball game for OKEON AZA. 
“I am the only person in the history of AZA in 
Memphis, maybe the country, to have thrown 
a perfect softball game,” he declared. “I 
remember I struck out seven and only allowed 
two balls out of the infield.”

Fifty years later he was honored to throw out 

Blue and Gray 
Heaven By Mark Hayden
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On the Sidelines

Mark Hayden is a freelance writer and has written for Jewish Scene for more than 9 years. If 
you know of any untold stories, please contact him at marktn67@gmail.

the first pitch at a Redbirds game to commemorate 
the milestone.

Methodical and careful about how he shares 
his memories, he waits until the display is done 
just right. It took eight years to find the perfect 
action shot from the 2008 Memphis-Kansas 
game. He found a photo of three key Tiger players 
and Coach John Calipari kicking the air in disgust 
on the sidelines. He later found the perfect 
frame. It’s currently displayed center stage 
among his other treasures.

An avid fan since Memphis State College became 
Memphis State University, he’s been able to get 
close to the program like only a handful of others. 
As a student he attended practice once every couple 
of weeks. During the Gene Bartow, Larry Finch, 

Dana Kirk, John Calipari and Josh Pastner years, he 
was allowed to attend practice on most occasions. 
“All the coaches have been good to me,” he said. 
“Being there gave me a chance to feel a part of the 
program. It was fun and I was fortunate that they 
all allowed me in. I guess it was because I never 
caused any trouble.”

He recently updated his collection – after all he’s 
got hundreds of items on display and still more 
waiting to take their turn in the spotlight. “I add 
a few things, subtract a few things. It’s a never-
ending process,” he said. “My next goal is to add a 
Judaic sports section.”

A Place For 
Everything and 
Everything In 
Its Place By Susan C. Nieman

A walk through the Rafael/Dinstuhl home 
is like taking a walk down memory lane. 
It begins in the entry where old and new 
treasures adorn antique furnishings. 
It’s a living library of the lives of Charles 
and Rebecca before and after they met, 
photos and keepsakes of parents and 
grandparents, children and grandchildren, 
a collection of lives intertwined.

Charles is an avid Waterford crystal 
collector. Although the pieces can be 
found on almost every piece of furniture 
and in cabinetry, they aren’t just displayed. 
“We use them every day,” he said. 

His Judaica collection includes menorahs 
and dreidels – even a miniature basketball 
court dreidel. “Everything we display in our 
home has a special meaning to Rebecca 
and me,” said Charles. “There is a reason 
we placed it on a shelf or hung it on the 
walls.” Framed is the kippah Charles wore 
at his wedding in 2002 and that son Adam 
wore again at his wedding in Israel in 2014. 
Hanging across the hallway is 100-plus-year-
old photo of his great grandfather in its 
original ornate frame and glass.

As the couple unloaded their belongings 
into their East Memphis home, they 
named several rooms to help the movers. 
Each depicts a meaningful time in their 
lives. “This is the Peabody room,” said 
Charles entering the guest room where a 
photo of the Peabody Hotel and Edward 
Pembrook hangs. Rebecca served as 
director of sales and marketing there 
for many years as well as the general 
manager of Ridgeway Inn and Café 
Espresso. In Adam’s room is a menorah 
depicting IDF symbols and a brick Charles 
bought when the Pyramid was built. Adam 
enlisted in the Israeli Defense Force upon 
moving to Israel in 2002.

Most of their furniture is antique or 
was custom made. The 110-year-old 
shelves holding some of Charles’ sports 
memorabilia are one of seven still kept 
in the family. Rebecca’s grandfather 
displayed candy in some of the more 
than 25 stores the family opened 
throughout Alabama.

The home is a museum to their past and 
present. And, according to Charles, who 
makes sure that everything belongs in its 
special place of honor, it is ever changing.
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Pet Therapy

Southern Living Found Their First 
Cover Girl in Memphis

Fifty years ago, Jo Anne Magnes Fusco and 
her childhood friend, Alice McMurphy Jones, 
were out riding a bicycle built for two in 
their neighborhood along the Azalea Trail in 
Mobile, Ala. The bike was a gift to Jo Anne’s 
mother from her father, and the girls were out 
enjoying an afternoon adventure riding the 
novel tandem cycle.

A photographer for The Progressive Farmer 
magazine was in the area scouting images 
for a new, as-yet unnamed publication and 
spotted the girls. After a few quick snaps of his 
shutter, he stopped them and asked to speak 
to their parents for permission to use their 
photo.

That unnamed magazine? It was the first 
issue of Southern Living that hit the newsstands 
in February 1966.

“We had no idea it would be the cover,” said 
Jo Anne, recalling that long-ago day.

Fast forward to 2015. Southern Living 
posted the photo of that first cover on 
Facebook and put out a call for information on 
the location of the home featured on it with 
two girls on the red tandem bike. Within 48 
hours, the home and the identity of the girls in 
the picture had been discovered.

Jo Anne went to Bellingrath Gardens in 
Mobile to be photographed along with Alice 
(who still lives in Mobile), for Southern Living’s 
50th anniversary commemorative book 
(featured as a “Hot Hanukkah Find” in the 
November/December issue of Jewish Scene). Of 
course, Jo Anne took the bike with her.

“They took our picture but were even 
more excited about the bicycle,” Jo Anne said. 
“It hadn’t been ridden in years and needed 
refurbishing.”

Now, Jo Anne’s bicycle-built-for-two is 
travelling the U.S. as the featured emissary for 
all the special events, parties and festivities 
surrounding Southern Living magazine’s Golden 
Anniversary Celebration.

To watch a short video clip about Jo Anne 
and the first SL magazine cover, go to

http://www.southernliving.com/general/
southern-living-50th-anniversary.

Paws for a Cause: 
Therapy Dogs Ease Patients’ Fears
by Kini Kedigh Plumlee

Jo Anne Fusco and her canine companions 
have been brightening lives and putting smiles 
on the faces of Memphis’ children, seniors 
and their families for 15 years. As a founder of 
West Tennessee Therapy Dogs (WTTD), Fusco 
has shared her passion for people by visiting 
hospitals, rehabilitation and hospice facilities, 
schools, senior centers, nursing communities 
and Alzheimer’s day care programs with her AKC 
Canine Good Citizens in tow. The organization, 
which she started with her good friend, Ann 
Weiss, and with a handful of volunteers in 2008, 
now numbers 60 therapy dog teams strong and 
is still growing.

“Being Jewish, I was brought up doing good 
deeds for others,” Fusco said. “It is such a 
good feeling to be a part of this program. To 
get a smile from someone who hasn’t opened 
their eyes in a long while is so rewarding. It’s 
just amazing to me what dogs can do to lift 
the human spirit. I’m very passionate about 
this, yet I’m just one of many in Memphis who 

participate. It’s really the dogs that bring all the 
joy. They are the true heroes.”

Members of WTTD have years of experience 
in animal assisted therapy and know firsthand 
the benefits derived by the pet-human bond. 
“It’s amazing what happens when the dogs visit 
patients in a hospital,” Fusco says. “It’s like a 
hero enters the room. Therapy dogs offer a break 
from the stress and trauma of being in a health 
care environment. It changes a patient’s whole 
mental attitude.”

Fusco, who is the executive director of 
Exceptional Foundation of West Tennessee, 
found her calling in 2001 when she worked with 
local trainer Rob Bitler to acquire Canine Good 
Citizenship certification from the American 
Kennel Club for her British golden retriever, 
Kicker, when he was just seven months old. 
Kicker, the runt of his litter, was named for 
Fusco’s son, Ryan, a place kicker for the University 
of Tennessee Vols football team. (Kicker’s story 
first appeared in Jewish Scene in 2008.)

Jo Anne Fusco and Boss at West 
Cancer Center (Tanglewoods 

Stylin By Hugo Boss: aka Boss, 
Bossman and Kicken it With Boss)

 Kicker and Boss, from chapter in 
“Thank You God for Cancer” by 
Mike LaRivire
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Pet Therapy

Kini Kedigh Plumlee is a freelance writer and an award-winning journalist 
who has written for local and regional magazines and newspapers. She 
lives in Millington, Tenn. with her husband, Ralph, and their two rescue 
dogs, Bailey and Winston.

Soon, Kicker passed the Delta Society exam 
to become a certified pet therapy dog. This 
certification is much more than just teaching a 
dog to sit, stay and to come – it deals with the 
whole dog and the dog’s relationship with the 
owner, with other people and with other dogs by 
helping them live harmoniously together.

“It’s a strict evaluation,” says Fusco, “with 
obedience, environment, temperament and 
socialization assessments. To be a good therapy 
dog requires walking through crowds and being 
introduced and familiar with all situations, 
including individuals with walkers and 
wheelchairs. Not all dogs are cut out for it,” said 
Fusco, noting that most WTTD members belong 
to the Alliance of Therapy Dogs.

It wasn’t long before Kicker and Fusco were 
an officially registered “dog therapy team,” and 
their first visit was to an Alzheimer’s day care 
center. “Often these individuals remember their 
own pets,” Fusco says. “They like to touch and 
pet the dogs and sometimes, if they haven’t 
been speaking, they might suddenly smile and 
talk to the dogs.”

The dogs offer comfort, confidence and 
companionship to those in stressful situations, 
and medical studies and clinical research has 
shown that therapy dogs provide therapeutic 
benefits by reducing anxiety, easing fears and 
even lowering blood pressure.

It wasn’t long before Fusco and Kicker were 
making the rounds three to four times a week to 
lift the spirits of the kids at St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital (SJCH), Ronald McDonald 
House and FedExFamilyHouse, entertaining 
chemotherapy patients at West Cancer Center 
and offering solace for hospice patients and 
their families. “One St. Jude family told me that 
if it wasn’t for Kicker, her child wouldn’t have 
taken his first chemotherapy treatment,” Jo 
Anne noted.

They also participated in the R.E.A.D. 
(Reading Education Assistance Dogs) program 
to assist children in improving their reading 
and communication skills and took part in a 
women’s prison ministry project. Studies show 
that children find the non-judgmental ears of a 
therapy dog ideal to help improve their reading 
skills. Therapy dogs also work well with disabled 
children and adults. Fusco and the dogs also visit 

Temple Israel kindergarten and participate in 
graduation ceremonies.

In his 14 years, Kicker, who remained on the 
job until one month before he died on March 1, 
2015, received honors and accolades throughout 
his life. He was the first dog to be nominated 
for “Volunteer of the Year” at SJCH, and he was 
recognized for his therapy work by Angels on a 
Leash at the 2005 Westminster Dog Show in New 
York City. He is the only therapy dog with a 10-
year volunteer pin from St. Jude.

Along the way, Fusco acquired “Boss,” 
another British golden retriever, now 9-years-
old who was trained and certified as a therapy 
dog and worked alongside Kicker. Boss is now 
following in Kicker’s paw prints as the new 
ambassador for the WTTD program. “Boss walks 
in a room and makes their day,” says Fusco.

Fusco is currently training Keys, her most 
recently acquired canine family member (a 
British golden retriever, of course!) that will 
soon be certified to work alongside Boss.

“It takes patience and understanding to be 
part of a therapy dog team,” Fusco explained. 
“You must be able to confront and deal with very 
ill, sad and challenged individuals in stressful 
situations.”

And the dogs?
“They jump and run in circles when they 

know it’s time to go to work,” Fusco says. “They 
know exactly where we’re going and where to 
go when they get there. They get to know the 
people and are the ‘stars.’ Everyone knows them 
by name. If we can change a person’s life by 
bringing them comfort and happiness, making 
them smile and give them a positive attitude 
about healing ─ even for just a minute or two ─ 
we’ve done our job.

“I can’t see myself not doing this,” added Jo 
Anne reflectively. “I will do this until the end of 
my life.”

For more information on 
West Tennessee Therapy Dogs, go to 

www.westtntherapydogs.org.

 Keys’ favorite spot. (HuesofGold Keys 
to Ladder Company Three: aka Keys, 
Kezie, KeKe) Keys was born on 9-11 and 
was named for Ladder Company 3, the 
first responders and who lost the most 
men. Their truck is in museum.

Jo Anne and Kicker 
((Tanglewoods Special Team 
Player: aka Kicker, Kickin it, 

Kickie) with his paw prints on 
fire truck behind them at West 

Cancer Center.

Boss closing services 
with his shofar.

Jo Anne with Boss and Keys 
at West Cancer Center



14       July/august 2016  I  www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Captain and Stormy love living where they 
work. It gives them more time to play with their 
neighbors. As resident therapy dogs, the two 
work together with the activities coordinators to 
bring smiles to Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab 
(MJHR) patients, residents, staff and visitors all 
day long.

“You may see them in admissions, art 
therapy, in a resident room or walking the halls 
with activities staff,” said MJHR community 
relations director, Joel Ashner. “The dogs come to 
activities as well as visit residents. 
The residents and visitors love 
them and always ask ‘where are 
the dogs?’”

Stormy, a greyhound, was 
adopted from the Mid-South 
Greyhound Adoption Option (aka 
- JC’s Stormy Air) along with her 
brother, Speedy in 2010. She is a 
veteran at her job, living among 
residents almost half of her life. 
On July 13, she celebrated her 
13th birthday. When her brother, 
Speedy, passed away in 2015, the 
Home knew they had to find a new 
companion for her.

Captain America, who answers to Captain, 
is a borzoi (Russian wolfhound) born on March 
6, 2015. At a little over a year old, he is still 
learning the ropes. Allen and Kay Iskiwitz 
played a large role in finding Captain. In 2011, 
they established the Rose Iskiwitz and Jake 
and Esther Iskiwitz Fund through the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis to benefit the Memphis 
Jewish Home Pet Therapy Program. The fund 
provides for the purchase and care of these and 
any future therapy dogs.

Male borzois stand as tall as 30 inches 
at the shoulder, and like greyhounds, their 

height makes it easy for the residents to reach 
and pet them from a wheelchair or bed. The 
temperaments of both breeds make them 
particularly agreeable to senior living.

Captain was purchased at seven months old. 
Because he was just a puppy, he attended a 
training camp to get him ready for his new life 
as a therapy dog. He is still learning to adapt to 
his environment and stays close to his primary 
handlers, Robert Caldarera and Cindy Parks, two 
of the Home’s activities staff.

Stormy likes to stay in 
admissions or by the front desk 
when she’s not attending activities. 
Sometimes you can also see her 
walking with staff during the 
day. “When she’s in admissions, 
patients on their way to and 
from the therapy gym have an 
opportunity to interact with her 
as they pass by,” said Joel. “We 
also ask all our incoming residents 
if they might want personal 
visits.” Paw prints on residents’ 
doors help staff to easily identify 
rooms requesting pet visits. In the 
evenings, the dogs retreat to their 

private living quarters where they can enjoy a 
quiet meal and their special peanut butter snacks.

MJHR also has an open policy about bringing 
pets to visit residents. Their owners must 
provide the dog’s shot records and be on a 
leash. Stormy and Captain often entertain their 
four-legged friends like Bailey, a bichon frise, 
who visits weekly and other dogs who come to 
see their parents.

“The pet therapy program is so important 
to the Home,” said executive director Bobby 
Meadows. “For our residents and many of our 
staff, having them around adds so much joy.”

Close Up with Stormy
As told to Joel Ashner

Hi my name is JC’s Stormy Air, but everyone just 
calls me Stormy. I was born on July 13, 2003, but 
can’t remember where. I am a “senior dog” now.

What is your job at MJHR: I am a certified 
therapy dog. This means I get to visit with the 
residents and let them pet me. You should see 
them smile when I walk in their room. I have to 
admit it’s a great job! I have been at MJHR since 
May 9, 2010.

Most influential role model: My brother 
Speedy.

Favorite food: Chicken and peanut butter. (But 
they make me eat dog food too).

Favorite TV Show: I don’t watch TV cuz my eyes 
aren’t what they use to be. I love to listen to the 
Adele station on Pandora radio.

Craziest and most adventurous thing you 
have ever done? Get on the elevator when the 
doors open and no one sees me. I love riding the 
elevator and exploring.

Your fondest memory? Running with my 
brother, Speedy, down the hall from the 
elevators to therapy and back!

What do you think makes the Mid-South a 
good place to live? Living at MJHR with all of the 
wonderful residents and employees. Everyone 
loves me, and they always want to give me hugs, 
pets and treats. But someone (don’t know who) 
has limited the treats I can have. Guess they 
want me to keep my figure.

A Dog’s Life 
By Susan C. Nieman

Pet Therapy

Captain and 
Stormy enjoying 

the MJHR garden
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24th Annual Golf Tournament 

Sponsorships also available. 
Go to memphisjewishhome.org to register to play or sponsor.  

Contact Joel Ashner at 901-756-3273 or  
jashner@memphisjewishhome.org for more information. 

Hit the links for a 
good cause and 
have fun while     

doing it!  
 Register as a team 

or individual.   

Monday, September 19, 2016 
Ridgeway Country Club 

Leslie Lee Lansky had never owned a pet before 
she decided to care for a three-week-old kitten 
abandoned with four siblings in a parking lot 
beside her office. After the mother, who had 
apparently been dropped in the lot didn’t return, 
a cat-lover from the Memphis Police Dog Squad 
found three of the little black kittens and took 
them home. The next day co-workers found first 
one and then another kitten. A co-worker who 
had a nursing cat at home took the female kitten 
while Leslie brought in Harley and placed him in 
a box with a stuffed animal.

“At the time I had no idea how to raise and 
bottle feed a three-week-old kitten,” explained 
Leslie. “So my husband, Daryl, and I found a vet 
that would take him. I missed him so much over 
the weekend that I went in, paid the vet, and they 
showed me what to do. And I took Harley home 
with me. He was so tiny and had to be fed every 
few hours so he went to work with me every day 
for about three months.

Since Daryl rode Harelys, the name was quite 
appropriate. Leslie also took in Harley’s sister, 
Haley, when a family member who had thought 
she could care for the cat and could not do so. The 
siblings lived together until she died of cancer at 
one and half years old. “We tried to save her, but 
they found the cancer too late,” said Leslie “She 
died in my arms. After spending over $3,000 

to try and save her, we ended up buying pet 
insurance.

“I love Harley so dearly and he was so lonely,” 
she continued. “We wanted to find another 
companion for him.” For weeks the couple 
searched different animal rescues before the 
perfect pet found them while wandering through 
the Memphis Humane Society. “She was the 
right fit.”

Jessie, who started out as Bazinga (no need 
to explain to CBS “Big Bang Theory” fans), was 
shortened to Jenga, “because it just seemed 
easier,” said Leslie about her little Tortie or 
Tortoiseshell breed. “She loves to snuggle.

“Harley, on the other hand, is a one-person 
cat,” said Leslie. “He acts like he wants to be your 
best friend to strangers, follows them, and even 
shows his belly, but I am the only one who can 
pet him.”

Leslie has trained her babies using kitty treats. 
“With a spray bottle I have taught them not to 
scratch furniture or get on counters, which are 
common habits of cats,” she explained. “They 
also sit and stand for kitty treats.”

Family Faves:
Veterinarian: – McGhee Animal Clinic
Treats: Freeze-dried Halo chicken treats they 
love them.

Meet Leslie and her fur balls, 
Harley and Jenga By Susan C. Nieman 

Pet Parents

Harley and 
Haley

Jenga

Harley
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Dog Days

Argus Clifton is really a pretty famous pup – maybe even 
more famous than his dad, artist Tom Clifton.

Being at the gallery daily has led to Argus filming 
a commercial for FedEx, meeting two of President 
Obama’s Cabinet members (this included being checked 
out by the Secret Service), and appearing on Live at 9 
with Mary Beth Conley. On Live at 9 he dressed as “Girl 
with a Pearl Earring” in honor of the Vermeer painting.

Tom who’d had three previous large-breed dogs was 
looking for another large dog at the time. “We went to 
look at a litter of Saint Bernards listed in the classified 
section of the Commercial Appeal,” said Tom. “Out 
of all the puppies, he gave me the most attention. 
He picked me out.” As a Greek mythology lover, Tom 
began thinking of the different god names. “That 
character seemed to suit him. I knew he would be big, 
loyal and protective.”

As you walk into to T Clifton Gallery on Broad Avenue, 
there you’ll see Argus (all 170 pounds of him) reigning 
over the showroom waiting for a rub. “As well-
disciplined as he is, his stubbornness does come out at 
times,” said Tom. “He will look me dead in the eye and 
seems to say ‘you can’t make me.’ But his is a gentle 
spirit, and I am his sun, moon and stars.” 

Traveling with Argus can be a challenge and “only 
if going by SUV!” said Tom. And if he must 

leave Argus at home, his godmother 
watches him. When they are 

both away, Tom trusts Monica 
Lazar’s Four Paws Ranch. “It is 

exceptional. I feel she treats 
Argus as if he was her own.”

Tom trained Argus as 
a professional would. 
“Previous training sessions 
trained me to know what 
to do,” he said. “This was 
most critical given a large 
breed dog that interacts 

with the public.” Tom also 
grooms Argus and makes his 

own treats. “Groomers are not 
set up to handle large breeds,” 

he said.

Argus is Tom’s fourth large-breed 
dog. Coco was a 70-pound afghan; 

Rocket an 80-pound hound and Atlas a blue 
merle healer weighing in at about 110 pounds.

Family Faves
Veterinarian: Walnut Grove Animal Clinic
Career: Greeter at T Clifton Gallery
Boarding: Four Paws Ranch

The Prince 
of Broad 
Avenue

Tom and 
Argus Clifton

Argus dressed 
as “Girl with An 
Earring” for his 
appearance on 
“Live at 9.”
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Dog Days

Guide to Jewish Memphis
Senior Living
Home and Garden

Tikkun Olam (Repair the World)
Tzedakah (Charity)
Hot Holiday Finds

September / October

November / December

Upcoming
Issues

Jewish Scene Meets Up with Argus
Hi! I’m Argus. My dad, Tom, godmother Pat Brown, and I own T Clifton Art on Broad 

Avenue in Memphis. My most important responsibility is greeting customers. This 

includes flirting with the ladies and distracting husbands while their wives shop. But the 

highlight of my day is getting my picture taken.

JSM: What do you love most about your parent?
Argus: When he gets down on the floor and wrestles with me.

JSM: Do you have a Pet Peeve about your parent?
Argus: He does not share his food with me.

JSM: Do you frequent pet friendly restaurants, music venues, etc.?
Argus: Bass Pro is my favorite. I love to visit all of the customers, employees and fish.

JSM: Do you go on family vacations?
Argus: Yes! I hear we just booked a trip to Santa Rosa Beach in August.

JSM: If you get left at home during vacations, with whom do you stay?
Argus: When Dad is out of town and I can’t go, I get to go to Four Paws Ranch. “Auntie” Monica is the 
best. During the summer, she has a pool of water just for me.

JSM: Do you enjoy going to the veterinarian?
Argus: Yes. I like going to Walnut Grove Animal Clinic. They are always fun, but I DO NOT like it when my 
doctor tries to spray something up my nose.
  
JSM: Do you enjoy getting groomed?
Argus: It’s the best. My dad does this, and I am in heaven.

JSM: What is your favorite treat?
Argus: The ones my dad bakes for me – peanut butter, banana and oatmeal cookies.

JSM: Do you resemble any human in your family?
Argus: No one in the family is as hairy as I am.

JSM: How did you find your human?
Argus: I stared him down. All of my brothers and sisters were playing, but I spotted him and knew he 
needed me. I ignored their playing and kept staring at him.

JSM: How did your human choose your name?
Argus: He tells me he knew I’d be a good watchdog. In Greek lore, Argus was the god of a thousand eyes.
  
JSM: Any interesting stories you’d like to share with Jewish Scene readers?
Argus: I really love visiting the other shops along Broad Avenue. Did my dad tell you about my famous 
photo shoots? When United States Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx visited, he let me rest my 
head on his shoe. He was speaking to the press, and I got tired. Fortunately, the Secret Service didn’t 
seem to be bothered by my nap.

Argus poses with U. S. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx, Former City of Memphis Mayor AC Wharton, 
godmother Pat Brown, dad Tom Clifton and Administrator of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency Gina McCarthy.
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“All it took was one email from a friend that the 
Tunica Humane Society needed foster homes 
for more than 20 puppies,” said Mary. Since 
that day she’s easily housed more than 50 dogs, 
some temporarily, others she’s welcomed into 
the family. “I am hesitant to let people know 
exactly how many pets I have, since it makes 
me look like a crazy person. I prefer to note the 
number of lives saved.” The Kenner dogs, Bob 
(15), a Havanese; Halleluiah or Hal (8), a shelter-
rescued lab; Pearl (8), a cocker spaniel; and 
Elvis, her 3-year-old pit bull; along with cats, 
Gumbo (2), Tootie (6), Cooper and Rocky (both 
4), entertain, ignore and often play with their 
temporary houseguests.

Mary is a sucker for lost and/or injured 
animals and has turned her car around on 
more than one occasion to pick up a wandering 
animal. Like when she was on her way home 
from a trip to Greer’s Ferry Lake. “I was driving 
through Arkansas when I saw several puppies 
along the side of the road,” said Mary. “I 
scooped them up and brought them home.” She 
and a friend, fellow dog-lover Sara Loviett, cared 
for the pups and helped find homes through 
Good Dog Rescue. Sara actually adopted Josie. 
Mary found Bob on her way home from a U2 
concert.

Elvis’s story sounds coincidental. “I took an 
alternate route on the way home from a meeting 
and after stopping to get my occasional ice 
cream cone,” said Mary. “There on the side of 
the road was a young pit bull terrier that was so 
thin and had an enormously swollen face. He 
eagerly accepted my ice cream, and I carefully 
wrapped the scarf I was wearing around him. 
I was a little nervous about the breed, but he 
followed me to the car, hopped in and off we 
headed to the veterinarian.” To Mary’s horror 
the X-rays revealed a broken jaw, fractured 
teeth and bullet fragments. “Despite the pain, 
he fit right in with the other family dogs.” Over 
the next few months, Elvis gained weight, had 
his broken teeth pulled and was neutered. Mary 
raised the money for Elvis’ medical bills through 
online donations, and thought she would find 
him a loving home. But when it came time to 
part, she couldn’t do it. Today, fully recovered, 
Elvis happily shows the new fosters the ropes 
at the Kenner household. “He helps train the 
puppies, shows them around the yard and is a 
really good foster side-kick.”

Amy’s latest adventure began when Memphis 
Animal Services found Ava. Lisa Trentham with 
Real Good Dog Rescue asked Amy to come see 
if the dog was actually a schnauzer and to see 

if she thought she was pregnant. “She was 
correct on both accounts,” said Amy. Ava had 
eight puppies at a co-rescuer’s home who was 
preparing to go on vacation. “So, I prepared my 
upstairs bathroom where mom and her pups 
could be alone and brought them home.” When 
it turned out that Ava couldn’t nurse all eight 
pups, Amy had to enlist the help of friends. 

“We let the littlest ones nurse first and fed 
the others with formula that they sucked from 
our fingers.” At 13 weeks, all eight puppies 
were adopted, and Ava is going to Amy’s sister. 
Chance, the runt, is staying with Amy and her 
other rescues, Fritz and Liesel.

“Lisa called me about a schnauzer mix that 

Mary Kenner and Amy Silberberg have many things in common: loving hearts, room to 
spare, a lot of patience and an abundance of child safety gates. Those gates come in handy 
with the amount of four-legged houseguests the two entertain quite frequently. And while 
most of those furry friends don’t stay very long, Mary and Amy care for these animals as if 
they were their own until they can find them forever homes. As pet rescuers, they find it 
difficult to turn down the opportunity to save a pet’s life. Both became involved with pet 
rescue about seven or eight years ago.

Pawsome Moms
By Susan C. Nieman

Feature Amy Silberberg with 
Fritz, her schnauzer 

mix rescue.

Mary Kenner 
with Bob (right) 
and Max, a 
1-year-old 
terrier mix she is 
fostering.

Mary’s 3-year-
old pit bull 
rescue, Elvis.



had been in the shelter too long,” explained Amy. “He was scared of 
the large dogs in the cage and shaking like a leaf when I saw him. So 
I took him outside to see what his personality was like and decided 
to started adoption proceedings.” Since policy requires the dogs 
be neutered before release, they wouldn’t let Amy take him. “But I 
convinced them to move him somewhere he would feel safe. He stayed 
overnight in the infirmary where the vet discovered a respiratory 
infection. I didn’t want to wait another day to bring Fritz home, so I 
signed an agreement that I would be responsible for neutering him 
once he was recovered. He sat in the passenger seat and laid his head 
in my hand, and we drove all the way to the vet like that.”

Fritz was very lonely when his brother, another schnauzer rescue 
named Schubert, died. So when Amy saw a photo of Liesel, she knew 
she’d found the perfect companion. “Liesel was found wandering the 
streets, and we’d had her for two weeks before anyone claimed her,” 
said Amy. “When a woman, apparently a breeder, found out she had 
already been spayed and was no longer valuable to her, we never heard 
back from her.

“I think the foster dogs know instinctively that they were 
rescued,” said Amy. But to acclimate them to their new 
environment, she takes the others outside before bringing a new 
foster into her home and lets them sniff around. Then she lets the 
foster outside to meet and mingle. 

Both Amy and Mary agree that working with a reputable rescue 
organization is very important. “You want to vet your rescue to make 
sure what expenses they will reimburse and have an emergency plan 
in place,” said Mary. “They should have a time frame, and constantly 
post to social media to source for homes.”

“You want to make sure they host plenty of adoption events so the 
pets get exposure to the public,” added Amy, who takes her adoptable 
pets to rotating events around the city.

“I call it a silent underground,” said Mary of the hundreds of rescue 
friends she’s made since becoming a rescue mom. “And, there’s a 
continuous need for more foster families.”

Mary is working with Good Dog Rescue, gooddogrescue.com, to find 
forever families for Greta, a 2-year-old lab/husky mix, and Max, a 
1-year-old terrier mix. She will be working through LUCRA, Legg Up 
Cat Rescue & Adoptions, run by Tricia Legg to find a home for Lamar, 
an 8-week-old black and white tuxedo kitten. Amy works with Real 
Good Dog Rescue, realgooddogrescue.com, and at the time of print has 
already found forever homes for her fosters.
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Feature

Amy and foster 
pup Landon.

Mary’s home is always 
open to 2-legged and 

4-legged guests.

Landon, Joey and Chance, the 
three remaining fosters all 
adopted by 13 weeks.

One of Ava’s eight pups that 
had to be hand fed.



Shep and Margaret Fargotstein became a blended family with both 
children and pets. They decided that after their pets were gone they would 
get a dog as a couple. “We researched several breeds,” said Margaret. 
“While we were away on a beach trip, we met a family that had a mini 
golden doodle. We fell in love. We got the breeders information and 
contacted her; and the rest is history.”

Chloe Louise is a female mini golden doodle, a mixed breed between 
a golden retriever and a poodle. “All of my previous dogs, which were 
Shetland sheep dogs – and males – all had names beginning with the 
letter T,” explained Margaret. Shep felt that we needed a fresh new start 
with names and breeds. This was “our” dog, not dogs we had brought into 
our blended family. 

The couple was at dinner with friends when Margaret was sharing 
prospective names for their new fur baby. “I thought about Emmy, Zoe and 
Georgia. After all she came from Georgia. Leslie said ‘how about Chloe’? 
Shep and I both smiled and the name stuck. Since all of my dogs had middle 
names, Chloe Louise she became!”

Eleven-month-old Chloe has yet to go on her first real vacation, but loves 
to travel around town. “Her favorite outings are the park, Home Depot, the 
bank and just riding around with us,” said Margaret.

Margaret says Chloe looks like a stuffed teddy bear and has been a bright 
spot in their lives. “After losing my mom this past summer, which was very 
hard,” explained Margaret, “she has filled a void and has been a real source 
of joy to me and to my husband.”

Pet Peeve: Chloe has an outgoing personality but snips too much. But she is 
also so loving and smart.

Family Faves:
Veterinarian: Steve Snow at Barclay Animal Hospital 
Daycare and Boarding: Barks and Recreation has daycare and boarding. The 

owners are very attentive and Chloe has 
made a lot of friends.
Training: Beginners obedience class with 
Lynn Weinberg
Grooming: Wendy Isham at Starbarks
Treats: Nylabones, potato sticks Pup-
Peroni treats

From Chloe: I like quiet walks in the woods, 
dinner with candlelight, and soft music 
while resting.
Pet’s Peeve: I can’t stand it when my 
human dresses me up like a clown dog, but 
he likes it, so I pretend to like it too.

Stacy Wagerman was living in an apartment when she decided to get a dog. 
“So I knew I wanted a small-to-medium size dog that wouldn’t mind a 
small living space and no yard,” she said. “I was visiting a family friend and 
after spending a few minutes playing with their dog I quickly realized it was 
exactly the type of dog I wanted.”

Barkley is a Shetland sheepdog, more commonly known as a Sheltie. “I have 
always been a huge fan of NBA great, Charles Barkley,” said Stacy. “I knew 
that one day I would have a dog and name him after Barkley. Little did I know 
my dog would live up to the name!

“My Pet Peeve about 
my pet is his list of pet 
peeves,” said Stacy. “He 
barks at everything! The 
microwave, aluminum 
foil, changing the 
garbage bag, just to 
name a few. But what I 
love about him the most 
is his unconditional 
love. No matter how 
I’m feeling, what my 
day is like, or how crazy 
my schedule is, there is 
nothing like spending 
time with him.”

Family Faves:
Veterinarian: Dr. Zachary Speth at Germantown Animal Hospital, “he’s the 
best!” exclaims Barkely.
Groomer: Because Barkley has so much hair he gets groomed regularly…
every other week! We met this fantastic groomer years ago when she was 
working at Petco, Jessica Dawson. Now she has her own company, 901 Dog 
Grooming, and comes to the house.
Treats: We love Three Dog Bakery! Every year for his birthday, Barkley gets a 
very special treat. We also really like Hollywood Feed.
Going to work: Barkley has stopped in the office once or twice, but not regularly.

Pet Parents

Meet Margaret, Shep 
and Chloe Louise By Susan C. Nieman 

Meet Stacy and Barkley
By Susan C. Nieman 
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BEFORE

Why Call Crone?
• Best prices in Memphis
• A+ Rating with the BBB
•  Top manufacturers to offer 

a wide range of types and 
styles to fit your budget

•  Lifetime warranty against seal 
failure and glass breakage

• Typically installed in one day

Why Replace 
Your Windows?
•  Triple-seal method provides 

maximum energy efficiency 
with a typical savings of up to 
35% on cooling and heating

•  Utility savings typically pays 
for the windows in 7-10 years

•  Enhance the beauty of your 
home

Explore the Who, What, When, How and Why 
 of Energy Efficient Window Replacement

Quality Construction, Quality Installation, Energy Efficiency and Attractive.

SERVING THE MID-SOUTH AREA

AFTER

HOME OF DAVID AND LAUREN TAUBE Crone ConstruCtion, inC. 
DISCOUNT REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Call 901.335.2242 For A FREE Estimate 
www.cronewindows.com

Holly and David Miller adopted Benji quite unexpectedly when he was about 
3 years old. “A former co-worker of mine’s brother had found Benji as a 
stray puppy,” explained Holly. “When they were no longer able to care for 
Benji, they contemplating taking him to a shelter. David and I agreed to 
take him for a one-night ‘test run.’ The next day we didn’t want him to go 
and said we would keep him temporarily until she could find him a home. 
Eventually we realized he was already home. And we have enjoyed almost 
three and a half years together now.”

Officially named Benjamin Herman Miller, David and Holly weren’t in 
love with the name Benji at first. “We decided to keep it because while 
he didn’t know many other simple commands like sit or stay, he clearly 
knew and responded to his name. Herman is a family inside joke,” said 
Holly. “After completing two courses with Dogs and Kat in Nashville, he 

is very well behaved. Kat utilizes 
clicker training, which we found 
very successful.”

Benji is a Labrador retriever, 
Tibetan mastiff mix who has a 
sweet personality. “He looks at you 
with hearts in his eyes and loves 
to snuggle and lay his head in your 
lap,” said Holly. “He loves to drop 
to the ground and wrestle with 
David.” One Pet Peeve. “Benji has 
allergies and often licks and chews 
his paws. Despite optimum medical 
management, it can be so loud in 

the middle of the night that it wakes 
us from sleep.”

The couple bathes Benji at 
home every other week due to 
his allergies. “We get his nails 
trimmed at the vet but we do his 
ears, teeth brushing, bathing and 
brushing at home. He used to 
protest significantly, and David 
would have to put on a bathing suit 
and pick him up and bring him to 
the tub/shower combo and hold 
him there while we shampooed 
and rinsed him. Now, I smear 

peanut butter on the wall and he stands happily licking it while I wash him 
easily,” said Holly.

Benji loves a good road trip. “He loves to ride in the back of our SUV and is 
always up for an adventure,” said Holly. “We love to go camping with him. He 
loves to swim in the lake and hang out with us on the shore.” When he can’t 
come along for the ride, the couple is lucky enough to have friends in Nashville 
who can watch him at home so he is seldom boarded. Sometimes David takes 
Benji to work, mostly on the weekends when the office is not as busy. He 
enjoys the car ride and being able to sniff all around a new environment.

Family Faves
Treats: We usually buy a special cow bone on his annual “adoptaversary,” 
which we also celebrate as his birthday since we don’t know his true 
birthday. He also gets new toys every few months, which he is always quick 
to destroy.
Special Stories: The first Thanksgiving we had him, Benji ended up 
spending the day in the pet hospital. He chomped onto the end of a rubber 
spatula that was being transferred to the dishwasher. The rubber spade 
came off the wooden handle, and he immediately swallowed it whole. The 
vet said it was too big to pass on its own, and they had to surgically open his 
stomach and remove it.

Meet David, Holly 
and Benji By Susan C. Nieman 

Pet Parents



Bixbee Designer Kids Backpacks
Ergonomic comfort, lightweight and durable at 
just 1.3 pounds. Contoured air-mesh adjustable 

shoulder straps with sliding sternum strap 
distribute the horizontal load optimally over the 
shoulders. Generously padded breathable mesh 
back panel. Reinforced base and corners provide 

extra protection against daily wear and tear. Limited 
lifetime warranty. “Hope Peace Love” Kids Backpack

Bixbee.com $44.99

DaphDaph Hair wraps
Make managing your hair easy! Puts an end to those 
headband headaches! Unique patented design: easy 

pull cord adjustment for a perfect fit! Fun, colorful 
designs that are sure to put a smile on everyone’s 
face! Sporty, comfortable and fun; perfect for your 

active lifestyle!
daphdaph.com $18

SuperMe Backpacks
Shown: Urbanista Graffiti Cape Kids, Classic Cape 
Kids Sleek, super functional for kids, toddlers and 
students. Quickly converts into a superhero dress 
up costume by pulling cape out of pocket at the 

top of backpack. Bags made from environmentally 
friendly, insulating EVA to keep snacks and drinks 
fresh. Perfect for preschoolers (ages 2-6) and can 
easily fit water bottle, snacks, change of clothes, 
school folder or a favorite book. Superhero eye 

mask  and Starter SuperME Velcro patch included 
with each bag. Option to personalize.

daphdaph.com/superme/backpacks $39.90

WAFF Mozaika Combo
The WAFF Mozaika Book comes with 2 Clips on the 
side that can be used to customize the book as well 

as to keep it closed; you can clip them anywhere 
on the WAFF cover. Mozaika books also come with 

120 decorative colored pegs that can be placed 
anywhere on the cover. Create your own fun and 
unique designs with WAFF! 200 Lined Pages, 120 

Assorted Pegs,  3.9” x 5.5” / 10 cm x 14.75 cm
Orders Over $50 = Free Shipping (USA/Canada/Mexico)

waffstore.myshopify.com $22.99

Zoinx Polarized Sunglasses
 Features a patented clip integrated into the 

temples to keep better track of your shades and 
allows you to easily accessorize your sunglasses for 

whatever activity you have on your plate. Comes 
with a Zipper Pouch and Sport Strap with a flotation 

insert that keeps your sunglasses afloat if your 
activities take you on the water.

zoinxsunglasses.com $119

Bixbee “Sparkalicious” Kids Glitter Large Duffle
Perfect for dance, sports or sleepovers. Easy grip 

comfort handle. Adjustable over-the-shoulder strap. 
Exterior zip pocket. 3 interior slip pockets. 2 easy-
to-grab beehive zip pulls. Sparkalicious glitter is 

flake resistant. 17” wide x 9” deep x 9” high. Bixbee 
products are tested PVC free, phthalate free, lead 

free and BPA free.
Bixbee.com $29.99

Bixbee “Sparkalicious” Kids 
Insulated Glitter Lunchbox

The perfect compliment to the Bixbee backpack, this 
lunch box offers a fashionable and fun way to tote 
your lunch or snacks. Heavy duty and easy to clean 

insulated main compartment keeps lunch fresh while 
outer pocket and front flap pocket offer easy access 

to snacks and utensils.
Bixbee.com $19.99

Summer
& 

Back-to-School 
Finds

Hot Finds

Giggly Goggles
Top-quality, fog-free lenses, face and eye UV 

protection, 100% phthalates free. Goes on easily 
with no need for adjustments. Doesn’t pull hair or 
hurt the nose bridge. Fun, colorful designs make 

your kid stand out in the pool. Safe for kids and the 
environment. Can be personalized.

daphdaph.com $25
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I grew up on a beef cattle ranch in a small town called Brooksville. 
Between the single gas station and small-town bakery, Brooksville 
was, and still is, occupied by more cows than people. My family was 
the only Jewish family in our entire county and most surrounding 
counties. We had to drive 45 minutes to go to services, and our temple 
did not hold regular Sunday school because of the lack of children in the 
congregation. I had to learn my Bar Mitzvah Torah portion and prepare 
for my confirmation with a computer program and video chats.

Growing up Jewish in the middle of the Bible Belt was a very tough 
experience, mainly because of the public’s lack of knowledge about 
Judaism. Many kids in my class and their families had the mindset 
that it was “Yahweh or the highway.” And I was told on a daily 
basis that I would be sentenced to eternal damnation based solely 
on my beliefs. This caused my religious identity to waver. Luckily, 
I found refuge at Henry S. Jacobs Camp, a small, sleep-away camp 
for Reform Jews across the Southeastern United States. If it weren’t 
for the many memories and friendships that I made at Jacobs Camp, 
my Jewish identity would have been nonexistent. In my sophomore 
year of high school, I applied and was accepted into the Mississippi 
School for Mathematics and Science, a residential magnet school for 
academically gifted students. There, I was met with a much more 
accepting community, one where I could share my views without 
ridicule or fear of being ostracized by my peers.

When I was looking at colleges to attend, one thing that I required 
was the ability to make a difference on campus. I looked at many 
engineering schools, like LSU and Auburn, and noticed that they had 
decent-sized Hillels. While the thought of being surrounded by more 
Jews appealed to me, I knew that it would be difficult to make as big 
of a mark as I would like. Honestly, I hadn’t put much thought about 
attending Mississippi State until I saw that it had a very small Hillel. I 
got in contact with the Public Affairs Chair, Joseph Metz, and learned 
about the Jewish life on campus. After a great conversation, I realized 
that I could help shape the rise and growth of the MSU Hillel. It was 
then that I decided that Mississippi State University and its small, yet 
loving, Hillel would be my home for the next years of my life.

Jacob Craig is a sophomore at Mississippi State University studying 
mechanical engineering. As president of the MSU Hillel, he hopes to create a 
sustainable environment for the Hillel and increase the number of incoming 
Jewish freshman at MSU. For the past 12 years, Jacob has gone to Henry S. 
Jacobs Camp, his home away from home.

Jacob at Henry S. Jacobs Camp

Growing Up Jewish 
in Mississippi

By Jacob Craig

College Scene

Live life on your terms! How does it sound to have 
housekeeping, meals and maintenance taken care 

of for you? Now throw in a vibrant list of activities 
to choose from or just sit in the library and read a 

good book. Life your way is what we provide 
at Town Village Audubon Park.

Check it out for yourself.
Call for a tour today! (901) 537-0002

950  Che r r y  Road   •   Memph i s ,  TN   38117

www.TownVillageAudubonPark.com

Change your address not your   
                           lifestyle.

1022 South Shady Grove
Rd, Memphis, TN 38120

Contact our Sales 
Department at

901.312.2161 or email
mempe_ds@hilton.com  

Experience a new level of contemporary style,
professional service staff, and a comfortable 
social environment. Your East Memphis choice

for lodging, meetings,
bar or bat mitzvahs, 
and social events. 

www.memphis.embassysuites.com

Have your next event at 
Embassy Suites Memphis!
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Scot Struminger (L) and Danny Mansberg ready to 
play in the MRJ-Temple Israel Brotherhood 13th 
Annual Charity Golf Tournament.

Ken Steinberg with Henry.

Finkelstein Tribute Dinner in honor of Rabbi Shai and 
Bilha and children David, Edya, Hadas and Noga.

Rabbi Shai with Pace Cooper

Rabbi Shai with Irvin Skopp

Rabbi Shai with Jack Belz and Morris Thomas

Henry autographs one of Larry’s favorite albums.

Judy and Michael Edelson with Sheree Hoffman

Temple Israel’s High School Graduation Class of 2016 
was honored during a Shabbat service.

Hebrew Through Movement instructor Reut Kabel 
and her winning smile.

The Barbara K. Lipman Early Learning Center’s 
Kindergarten Class of 2016 shares a moment before 
their Shalom Ceremony.

Volunteer Kathy Wexler helps lead campers from 
Colonial Hearing, Speech, and Vision Center.

Sandy Blockman, Michael Greenberg, 
Gary Kaplan, Laura Linder, Ken 

Steinberg, Lee Harkavy

Legacy Society Donors

Baron Hirsch Congregation
400 S. Yates Road

Memphis, Tennessee 38120
(901) 683-SHUL 

www.baronhirsch.org

BARON HIRSCHHenry Gross at Lafayette’s

Jewish Community Partners’ 2nd 
Annual Meeting a Showcase of 
Collaborative Impact
Photos by Barry Markowitz
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Better Together Program with Goldie Margolin High School for Girls

Live at the Garden

Phillip, our favorite bartender.

Susan with Lisa Montgomery at a hot and sticky evening with Gregg Allman. Don Heitner with Susan and Larry Nieman enjoying Heart.

Rabbi Micah and daughter Cara Greenstein.
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Urgent Orthopaedic Care 
Now with two convenient Mid-South locations, it’s easier than ever to skip the  

ER and save time and money. For sprains, muscle, bone, or joint injuries, Think O. 

OrthoStat provides fast, urgent care and you’ll always be seen by an orthopaedic 

specialist. For more information visit orthomemphis.com or call 901.261.STAT.
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