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Join The Jewish Community In The
50th Annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration
featuring Documentary Filmmaker Pierre Sauvage

50th Anniversary Program
Sponsored by

Emmy award-winning documentary filmmaker Pierre Sauvage is a child survivor of the Holocaust. He and his
parents were hidden by the townspeople of the French mountain village of Le Chambon. In 1982, Mr. Sauvage
founded the nonprofit educational Chambon Foundation, that seeks to explore and communicate the Holocaust’s
lessons of hope and despair.
Mr. Sauvage is best known for his 1989 feature documentary Weapons of the Spirit, which chronicles Le
Chambon’s rescue of 5000 Jews. The film has won numerous awards, and remains one of the most widely used
documentary teaching tools on the Holocaust. Mr. Sauvage recently completed Not Idly By – Peter Bergson,
America and the Holocaust, which tells the story of a Jew from Palestine’s controversial American rescue efforts
amid American Jewish apathy and opposition. Due out in 2013 is his third rescuer film, And Crown Thy Good:
Varian Fry in Marseille, that recounts Harvard-educated Varian Fry’s smuggling of more than 2,000 European
intellectuals and artists out of Nazi-occupied France to America.
Mr. Sauvage lives in Los Angeles. He and his wife, entertainment lawyer Barbara M. Rubin, have two children.

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 –  27 Nisan 5772
6:45 PM at the Memphis Jewish Community Center

This annual commemorative program is hosted by Memphis Jewish Federation and co-sponsored with the
Memphis Jewish Community Center. Supporting the program are Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth Congregation,
Baron Hirsch Congregation, Beth Sholom Synagogue, Chabad-Lubavitch of Tennessee, Or Chadash-New
Conservative Synagogue, Temple Israel, and Young Israel of Memphis.
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Publisher/Editor
From the

Dear JSM Readers,

It has been a fairly mild 
winter for most, and spring 
is just around the corner. What a perfect time to 
get outdoors and enjoy the variety of activities 
that Jewish communities are planning throughout 
the country.

From Jewish film, food and cultural festivals, to 
Israel festivals, there are an abundance of events 
geared toward all ages. My hope is that by sharing 
them with you, we can all benefit from what 
works best in each community. So, even though I 
cannot personally visit them all, I hope that each 
community will send us an update along with great 
photos to post on www.jewishscenemagazine.com.

We scoured the Internet for as many events as 
we could find. If your community is not listed 
on page 9, we’d be happy to list your event next 
year and add it to our online event calendar 
at www.jewishscenemagazine.com. Just email 
susan@jewishscenemagazine.com.

Jewish Scene Magazine is proud to support the arts 
through articles and sponsorships. This issue features 
some great talents such as Dennis Scott, page 12, 
who has been performing since he was a child and 
now shares his love for music with students at The 
Temple in Nashville. And on page 18, meet Joanna 
Lipman, who is helping bring Memphis Symphony 
music to very unsuspecting venues. Her work with 
the Orchestra’s Opus One program mixes rock, 
rap and the classics. This spring brings to the Mid-
South two great Israeli artists who will be sharing 
the stage with the IRIS Orchestra – Vadim Gluzman 
on March 17 and Amit Peled on April 21. Read 
more about them on page 16.

Samuels Furniture Store celebrates 96 years this 
March as one of the South’s finest family-owned 
furniture stores. The family shares its ups and 
downs on page 4 and invites you to visit their new 
Memphis showroom.

My calendar is filling up quickly with so many 
interesting things to do and places to go. I hope 
to see you there.

Shalom

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

PlEasE suPPort
JEwish scEnE MagazinE

advertising - starting at $150 per issue - and 
donations help offset the cost of mailing FrEE.

Visit www.jewishscenemagazine.com

sEnd donation chEcks to:
Jewish scene Magazine

1703 tamhaven court, cordova, tn 38016

FROM THE EDITOR
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18 Luxurious Guest Rooms • Meeting Facilities • Corporate Retreats • Romantic Get-Aways 
Jackson’s Premier Wedding Venue

Your Home for Southern Hospitality

734 Fairview Street • Jackson, MS 39202 
(601) 948-3429 • Toll Free: (888) 948-1908 
www.fairviewinn.com
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HOME & GARDEN

Family businesses do not last almost 100 
years without adapting to changes in 
customer preferences and ups and downs of 
the economy.

The family that owns Samuels Furniture & 
Interior Design has been through the depths of 
the Great Depression when customers could 
only afford used furniture and inexpensive 
bedroom suites to the heights of the long 
housing boom at the end of the last century 
when many customers spent $100,000 or more 
to furnish new homes that cost eight to 10 
times more.

Now with a deep drop in the new housing 
market and an overall recession, the third and 
fourth generations of Samuels are adapting to 
new realities once again.

Co-owners Harry Samuels and his sister, 
Lesley Samuels Marks, along with Harry’s 
wife, Laurie Williams Samuels, and their son, 
Jacob Samuels, are streamlining the business 
by offering fewer frills in the showroom, more 
contemporary-styled merchandise appealing 
to younger shoppers, and more “value” price 
furniture in addition to the high-quality 
pieces they are known for.

Their new 25,000 square-foot location at 
888 S. White Station in Memphis, has shed 
grouping pieces in cozy room vignettes in 
favor of a more open and high-tech look.

“It’s simple, easy and fresh,” Laurie said. “We’re 
putting our dollars into the merchandise.”

The economy has been tough on the 
entire furniture industry, Leslie said. Family 
owned retail stores and manufacturers have 
been bought by corporations or folded; 
the majority of furniture sold in the U.S. is 
now imported from China and other Asian 
countries; American and European fabric 
mills are closing; shippers of made-in-
America furniture from North Carolina are 
going out of business, too.

“We’ve never been through anything like 
this before,” Lesley said. “A shipper we had 
used for 50 years just went out of business.”

In the last three years, Samuels Furniture 
& Interior Design has shrunk from three 
locations to one; from 70 employees to 28; 
from five trucks to one. Before the recession, 
many customers spent freely on furniture and 
design services to fill their new expensive 
homes. Others were taking on significant 

Samuels Furniture 
Celebrates 96 Years

By Christine Arpe Gang :: Photos by Norman Gilbert Photography, LLC

The new showroom features more contemporary 
pieces to appeal to younger shoppers.

Leslie, Harry 
Jacob and 

Laurie continue 
the Samuels 

family tradition.



HOME & GARDEN
remodeling projects requiring rooms full of new furniture. Their typical customer 
today is shopping for a sofa or chair, not re-doing an entire room or house.

“We’re seeing some up-ticks in the economy, but it hasn’t been consistent,” 
Lesley said.

A couple of busy days can be followed by periods of low traffic. So to bring more 
people into the store, the family is using the new facility for special events. “We’re 
having art exhibits, meetings of the local chapter of ASID (American Society of 
Interior Designers) and charity events like a cocktail party benefiting the Susan B. 
Komen for the Cure,” said Laurie, who is also an artist.

One thing that hasn’t changed is the family’s commitment to their customers 
and the hard work needed to achieve success. “Both of our parents taught us to 
work hard and to understand the importance of establishing personal relationships 
with clients, vendors and employees,” Lesley said.

Today’s consumers often put price-driven online shopping ahead of personal 
service. And the personal relationships the Samuels family once enjoyed with 
their vendors vanished when corporations bought those businesses.

“We hope customer loyalty comes back, but we know it will never be the way 
it was,” she said.

Harry and Lesley remember their dad still coming to the store six days a week 
until about six months before he died in 2008 at age 87. Their 88-year-old mother, 
Helen, brought her interior design talents to the business in the late 1950s and 
remained active in the business until about eight years ago when Alzheimer’s 
disease kept her away.

Their parents’ way of doing business still resonates.
“My dad always taught us to treat everyone fairly – the way you would want to 

be treated,” said Harry, who remembers riding the bus downtown after school to 
fill the Coke machine with bottles and do other odd jobs at the store. He was in 
sixth grade at the time.

After getting a degree in economics from Vanderbilt University in 1973, Harry 
joined the business. Six years later he took over its management. Lesley came aboard 
in 1978, after completing a degree in housing and interior design from the University 
of Missouri. Laurie joined the company as an interior designer in 1981.

“Mom hired her and I married her,” Harry said. Their 27- year-old son, Jacob, 
brought his finance education and technological savvy to the company in 2006.

“Jacob has helped us bridge the gap with technology and has wonderful ideas for 
advertising and marketing to younger age groups,” Lesley said.

Harry and Lesley’s older sister, Judy Samuels Freedman, was never interested in 
joining the family business. She is a social worker in Chicago.

“My parents let go of the business reins fairly early on so Harry and I could have 
more say in the business,” Lesley said.

Harry remembers a football metaphor his dad used in explaining his decision in 
allowing his children to assume more responsibilities in the business. “He always 
told me, ‘when a quarterback drops back to the throw the ball, he needs someone 
to catch it and run with it.’” 

Lesley recalls another important lesson from her parents. “They 
taught us to always go the extra mile for the customer and to never 
give up.”

Christine Arpe Gang is a freelance writer. Her weekly gardening column, Green 
Thumb, appears Fridays in The Commercial Appeal.

A liTTle hiSTOry
In 1916, Russian immigrant Louis Samuels, a skilled carpenter by trade, 
fell into the home furnishing business when he accepted an attic full 
of used furniture in payment for his services. It took him nine trips 
with a horse and cart to collect all of the pieces, but from this unlikely 
inventory, a four-generation family business was born.

For two decades Louis bought and sold used furniture, refurbishing 
items as needed. When his son, Henry, was 14, he worked half days 
at the store, painting dinette sets and doing odd jobs. At 16 Henry 
started making deliveries. In 1940 when Henry graduated from high 
school, Louis opened a second store on Main Street, this time offering 

new furniture exclusively – like bedroom suites for $39.95. While 
Louis continued running the used furniture store, Henry took over 
the new location, selling in the mornings, delivering in the afternoons 
and on Sundays, driving his collection route. In 1943, he married his 
high school sweetheart, Helen, who quickly became a part of Samuels 
Furniture Company.

Lucky for Henry and Helen, two of their three children, Harry and 
Leslie, were drawn into the business. And now their grandson, Jacob 
is continuing the tradition and taking the family business into the 
next chapter.

Jacob Samuels joined the business in 2006.

Leslie and Laurie help customers choose from a 
wide selection of fabric samples.

The open floor plan is simple, easy and fresh. 
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TRAVEL

Debbie Rosenthal, Independent CruiseOne Specialist, is your “one-stop 
shop” in Memphis for the best leisure, corporate and incentive cruises 

and specialized land vacations.
1.800.278.3005 • 901.682.5600 • www.CruiseOne.com/drosenthal

Blog: rosenthalcrewcruising@blogspot.com

Epicureans will indulge in Oceania Cruises’ 
new Riviera, which is setting new standards for 
culinary excellence at sea with 10 dining venues, 
six of which are no-charge, gourmet restaurants. 
Some of the choices include a French bistro by 
Master Chef Jacques Pépin, a steakhouse featuring 
continental cuisine with fine cuts of Prime, dry-
aged beef, chops and fresh seafood, a Tuscan 
restaurant including savory Italian specialties, and 
an Asian Fusion option. 

“Our guests are in for a true epicurean odyssey 
with Riviera,” states Kunal S. Kamlani, the line’s 
president. “Riviera offers diverse dining experiences 
that cater to the palates of inquisitive travelers.” 
Other venues include optional wine dinners at La 
Reserve by Wine Spectator hosting tastings and 
seven-course pairing dinners with premium wines 
(extra charge for wines) and Privée, a posh private 
dining room where eight fortunate guests can create 
a personalized menu featuring such specialties as 
Kobe beef, Brittany lobsters, foie gras, caviar and 
truffles. (add’l room charge) The 1,250-guest ship, 
along with her sister ship Marina, were designed for 
food and wine lovers with an ambitious goal to offer 
dining experiences rivaling some of the world’s very 
best restaurants. 

Oceania Cruises’ new Riviera and the Marina 
offer custom-crafted accommodations that are 
reminiscent of an elegantly appointed private 
residence. The ship’s 625 staterooms and 
glamorous suites are among the most spacious 
at sea. “Riviera and her sister ship Marina have 

been designed specifically for the upper-premium 
market,” stated Kamlani. “The attention to detail is 
evident from the moment guests embark. Nothing 
has been overlooked. Quite simply, from a design 
perspective, these ships are without peer in the 
industry.” Stateroom amenities include a flat-
panel TV, laptop computer with wireless access, 
refrigerated mini bar, security safe, writing desk, 
plush terry robes, bed slippers, and an oversized 
marble and granite bathroom. In fact, most 
staterooms feature a separate tub and shower, 
a rarity among upper-premium cruise ships. 
Owner’s Suites offer 2,000+ square feet of luxury 
unlike any suites at sea. The suites are completely 
appointed from furniture and fabrics to lighting 
and bedding using the acclaimed Ralph Lauren 
Home collection. “The Owner’s Suites on Riviera 
and Marina can best be described as glamorous,” 
according to Kamlani. “Guests universally say 
‘wow’ upon entering the foyer, with its baby grand 
piano, wet bar, domed ceiling and floor-to-ceiling 
windows.” In addition to the standard stateroom 
amenities, suite guests enjoy the added luxury 
of Champagne upon arrival, 1,000-thread-count 
linens, 42” plasma TV, Hermès and Clarins bath 
amenities, butler service, and en-suite delivery 
from any of the ship’s restaurants.

Oceania Cruises’ new Riviera also features a 
Canyon Ranch SpaClub®, a Bon Appétit Culinary 
Center and Artist Loft enrichment center. Interior 
design highlights include a Lalique-designed grand 
staircase and elegant public rooms. Oceania 

Cruises® is the world’s only upper-premium cruise 
line that offers an unrivaled combination of the 
finest cuisine at sea, elegant accommodations, 
exceptional personalized service and extraordinary 
value. Award-winning itineraries visit more than 
300 ports in Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Asia, 
and the Americas aboard the luxurious Regatta, 
Insignia, Nautica, Marina and the new Riviera. 

Oceania Cruises is offering 2-for-1 cruise fare 
with free airfare, plus up to $3000 bonus savings 
per stateroom, plus $200 onboard credit on their 
2012 European Voyages. Limited availability/offers 
expire April 30, 2012. For more information or 
to make reservations contact Debbie Rosenthal 
with CruiseOne at 901.682.5600 or toll-free at 
800.278.3005 or visit www.cruiseone.com/drosenthal.

Immerse In CulInary 
exCellenCe and luxury 
aboard oCeanIa CruIse’s 
new rIvIera by debbie 

rosenthal
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In April 2009, one of my granddaughters was celebrating her birthday 
at my daughter’s house. I was itching all over and just didn’t want to go 
anyplace or be with anyone. So, with much coaxing on my part, Bob, my 
husband, went to the party without me. When he got home, I was itching 
so badly that we went to the emergency room in hopes they could give 
me some relief.

They took blood and noted that my skin was jaundiced. My blood counts 
were way off, and they suggested I go to my gastroenterologist.

Two days later Dr. Michael Dragutsky saw me and gave me the news. 
“You have pancreatic cancer,” he said. The next thing I remember was 
laying on the floor in his office, the doctor, his nurse and Bob right 
next to me. The news wasn’t given to me as if it was a death sentence, 
but it was still devastating.

I had chemotherapy before my “Whipple” surgery, then more chemo. I 
am one of the lucky ones; my disease was caught while still in Stage 2. 

I’m telling my story because this is one of the things I have learned by 
going to Kosten Pancreatic Cancer Support Group meetings. Sharing 
your story with others and hearing their stories is all part of the group’s 
therapeutic mission.

There, you, your family and friends (your personal support group) can 
meet others who have the same problems as you. A friend, who also had 
Pancreatic Cancer, told me about the group, and I have since told a friend 
of mine. Not only do survivors attend these meetings, many who come 
have lost a loved one and look to us for support.

The group meets the second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. at the 
Cordova Public Library at 8457 Trinity Road.

some Basic Facts about Pancreatic cancer:
	 •		Not	all	people	have	the	same	symptoms.	(I	don’t	know	anyone	else	

who had mine). Some of the cancers have been found by blood tests, 
some by CAT scans for another problem. There are many ways to find 
this problem.

	 •		While	 pancreatic	 cancer	 is	 among	 the	 top	 five	 causes	 of	 cancer	
deaths, from 2000 – 2009 it received the least research dollars.

	 •		The	 five-year	 survival	 rate	 for	 this	 cancer	 is	 6%.	 (I	 have	 met	
people at these meetings who have beaten the odds being cancer 
free for 10-17 years.

On March 25, 2012, the Herb Kosten Pancreatic Cancer Research 
Foundation is holding a run, walk at Shelby Farms in Memphis starting 
at 2 p.m. Won’t you come out and support this cause? I’m sure a lot of 
you remember Herb Kosten, of blessed memory. His family started the 
foundation and the group in his memory, and it is up to our community to 
help keep his memory alive. Register at www.kickit5k.racesonline.com or 
contact: www.kostenfoundation.com for more information.

Sharing Helps
Kosten Pancreatic Cancer Support Group

By Alice Drake

FEATURE

Bell Fine Art Jewelers
4726 poplar ave.   suite 1   poplar village 

memphis tn 38117  901.763.4049
Professional Silversmiths for 25 years

repairs and complete restorations
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DOLLARS & SENSE

Bears versus bulls 
Corrections of 10% or more and bear markets of at least 20% are a 
regular occurrence. Since 1929, there have been 18 previous 20%-plus 
bear markets (not including 2011 market action). Losses on the S&P 500 
in those markets ranged from almost 21% in 1948-49 to 83% during 
1930-1932; the average loss for all 18 bears was 37%.*

However, since 1929, the average bull market has tended to last almost 
twice as long as the average bear, and has produced average gains of about 
79%.* Individual bull market gains have ranged from 21.4% at the end 
of 2001 to the nearly 302% increase registered during the 1990s.* The 
worst annual loss--47%--occurred in 1931, but the all-time best annual 
return--a capital appreciation gain of just under 47%--happened just two 
years later in 1933.**

Points of reference 
Last year’s volatility rattled even seasoned investors. For example, during 
a single week in August, 2 of the Dow’s 11 best days in history alternated 
with 2 of its 11 worst daily point losses ever.***

While by no means normal, the highs and lows are hardly unprecedented. 
Even though the 634-point drop on August 8, felt historic, it didn’t begin 
to match the real record-holders. The single biggest daily decline occurred 
in September 2008, when the Dow fell 778 points. The biggest percentage 
drop was October 1987’s “Black Monday,” when the Dow fell almost 
23%; that makes the Dow’s 5.5% loss on August 8, 2011, seem relatively 
tame by comparison. And August 8, was followed by the Dow’s 10th best 
day ever, with a gain of 430 points. While that upward movement may 
seem exceptional, the Dow’s best day ever came during the dark days of 
October 2008, when a 936-point move up on October 13, represented a 
gain of more than 11% in a single day.***

Stocks versus bonds 
The last decade has been a challenging one for stocks. Between 2001 and 
2010, the S&P 500 had an average annual total return of just 1.4%, while 
the equivalent figure for Treasury bonds was 6.6%.**** For much of that 
time, interest rates were falling, helping bonds to outperform stocks. 
However, interest rates are now at record lows, and rising rates could 
change the relative performance of stocks and bonds.

While there may be ongoing volatility in the markets that needs to be 
monitored, it’s important to keep things in perspective. Your ability to 
meet your goals could be affected if you change your overall long-term 
game plan with every new headline.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Market indices listed are 
unmanaged and are not available for direct investment. All investing involves 
risk, including the risk of loss of principal, and there can be no guarantee that 
any investment strategy will be successful. The Dow Jones Industrial Average 

(DJIA) is a price-weighted index composed of 30 widely traded blue-chip 
U.S. common stocks. The Standard & Poor’s 500 is a market-cap weighted 
index composed of the common stocks of 500 leading companies in leading 
industries of the U.S. economy. 

DATA SOURCES: 
*Bull and bear market time frames, gains/losses: all calculations based on data 
from the Stock Trader’s Almanac 2011 for the Standard & Poor’s 500.
**1931 and 1933 annual stock returns: based on Ibbotson SBBI data for capital 
appreciation of S&P 500. 
***Based on data from the Stock Trader’s Almanac 2011.
****10-year rolling stock returns: based on Ibbotson SBBI data for annual total 
returns between 2001 and 2010 of S&P 500 and an index of U.S. Treasury bonds 
with an approximate 20-year maturity.

disclosure information – important – Please review 

This information is for illustrative and discussion purposes only. Morgan Keegan does not 
provide legal or tax advice. You need to contact your legal and tax advisors for additional 
information and advice before making any investment decisions. Morgan Keegan & 
Company, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC. Securities and insurance products are not FDIC 
insured, not a deposit, not an obligation of or guaranteed by Regions Bank, its affiliates, or 
any government agency and may lose value. This advertisement was prepared for Lawson 
Arney using material prepared by Forefield, Inc. Copyright 2012.

Lawson Arney is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and works as a financial 
advisor at Morgan Keegan. Lawson and his team work with their clients to provide 
comprehensive custom solutions for their financial and investment needs.

Keeping marKet VolatilitY 
in perspeCtiVe Provided by Lawson Arney, 

Financial Advisor, Morgan Keegan

F O R  A L L  Y O U R  F I N A N C I A L  N E E D S
Morgan Keegan

Morgan Keegan
Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc. | Member FINRA, SIPC

Not FDIC Insured | May Lose Value | No Bank Guarantee
Not a Deposit | Not Insured by Any Government Agency

• Comprehensive financial and retirement planning

• Estate planning services

• College planning

• Money management and asset consulting services

• Stocks, bonds and mutual funds

Lawson S. Arney

FINANCIAL ADVISOR  
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT
1100 Ridgeway Loop, Suite 600
Memphis, Tennessee • 38120
901.818.7638 • 800.873.6871
Fax: 901.766.7709

when markets are volatile, sticking to a long-term investing 
strategy can be a challenge. though past performance is 
no guarantee of future results, it might help you keep the 
ups and downs in perspective to see how recent market 
action compares to previous market cycles.
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JEWISH FESTIVALS

Feb. 23 – May 17
Savannah Jewish Film Festival
www.savannahjea.org
912.355.8111

Feb. 25 – March 10
Triad Jewish Film Festival
Regal Grande Stadium 16
Greensboro, NC
www.triadjewishfilm.com

Feb. 25 – March 11
Charlotte Jewish Film Festival 
Regal Ballantyne Village Stadium 5, Charlotte, NC
www.CharlotteJewishfilm.com

March (every Sunday in March)
Belz Museum of Asian and Judaic Art
www.belzmuseum.org

March 14 – 29
Pioneer Valley Jewish Film Festival
Maryland
www.pvjff.org

March 15 – April 1
Minneapolis Jewish Film Festival
Showplace Icon Theater at Westend
www.sabesjcc.org

March 17 – 24
Maine Jewish Film Festival
www.mjff.org

March 18 – 25
22nd Annual Orange County 
International Film Festival
University Synagogue
www.universitysynagogue.org

March 22: 7:30 p.m.
Austin Jewish Film Festival 
Kickoff Celebration Concert
David Amram
Congregation Agudas Achim, 7300 Hart Lane

March 24 – 30
10th Annual Austin Jewish Film Festival
www.AustinJFF.org

March 24 – 27
10th Annual Jewish Film Festival
Bama Theatre
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala.
bamatheatre.org/jewish-filmfestival.php

March 24 – April 1
Ventura County California Jewish Film Festival
www.vcjff.org

March 25 – April 30
Baltimore Jewish Film Festival
JCC of Greater Baltimore - Owings Mills
3506 Gwynn Brook Ave., Owings, MD
israelemb.org

June 10 – 14
17th Annual St. Louis Jewish Film Festival
Landmark Plaza Fronenac Cinema
Short Film Competition
www.stljewishfilmfestival.org

July 19 – Aug. 6
San Francisco Film Festival
www.sfjff.org

Nov. 2012
Boston Jewish Film Festival
www.massvacation.com/arts

March 11: 10:30 a.m.-4p.m.
Tallahassee Jewish Food and Cultural Festival
tallahasseejewishfoodfestival.com

March 11
Temple Beth Or Jewish Food Festival
Montgomery, AL.
templebethor.net/calendar/events

March 18
Jewish Heritage Festival
News Journal Center
221 North Beach Street
Daytona Beach, FL
jewishheritagefestival.com

March 25: 12-3p.m.
9th Annual Jewish Food Festival
Congregation Gates of Heaven
Schenectady, NY
www.cgoh.org/programs/food

April 1: 3-5p.m.
Santa Barbara Jewish Festival Kickoff Event
Bacara Resort featuring Joshua Nelson

April 22: 11a.m.-7p.m.
San Diego Jewish Food Festival
www.sdjewishfoodfest.com

April 29: 11a.m.-4p.m.
Santa Barbara Jewish Festival
Oak Park
www.jewishsantabarbara.org/page.aspx?id=233538

April 29-May 3
Ann Arbor Michigan Jewish Film Festival
Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty
jccannarbor.org

May 6: 8:30a.m.-4p.m.
Little Rock Jewish Food Festival
River Market Pavilion in downtown Little Rock, Ark.
www.jewisharkansas.org/content/events/food_fest.asp

June 10: 11a.m.-6p.m.
Greater Chicago Jewish Festival
St. Paul Woods – Morton Grove, IL 
www.jewishfestival.net

June 10
Boulder Colorado Jewish Festival
Boulder County Courthouse Lawn and Pearl 
Street Mall 
www.boulderjewishfestival.org

June 10: 11a.m.
Long Island Kosher BBQ Championship
Temple Beth Torah, 243 Cantiague Rock Rd., 
Westbury, NY

June 10
Memphis Friends of Israel Festival and 5K
Shelby Farms Park
www.memphisfoi.org

August 26: 10:30a.m.-4p.m.
Annual Jewish Food Festival
Congregation Beth Israel, Carmel Valley, CA
www.carmelbethisrael.org/Events

September 2
23rd Annual ASBEE World Kosher 
Barbeque Championship
Anshei Sphard - Beth El Emeth Congregation, 
Memphis, TN
www.asbeekosherbbq.com

October 21: 11a.m.-4p.m.
10th Annual HardLox
Asheville’s Jewish Food and Heritage Festival
Pack Square in historic downtown Asheville, NC

October 28: 11a.m.-4 p.m.
24th Shalom Y’all Jewish Food Festival
Forsyth Park, Savannah, GA
www.mickveisrael.org

FilM

FOOD AND CUlTUrAl
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Memphis has long given up its claim as a 
hotbed for Jewish athletics with only a few 
success stories emerging lately. But, once 
upon a time it was a different story. And for 
two septuagenarians the city’s dream teams of 
the 1950s remain a strong memory.

That’s when Phillip Baum and Irvin 
Serenco starred on the Central High School 
football team, and the late Herb Kosten 
shined in baseball and basketball.

“I called it the golden years of high 
school,” Baum said. “It was just a timeframe 
when there was a huge Jewish attendance at 
Central. Jewish students were in all various 
fields there, not only athletics. It was a good 
feeling for us to have all that Jewish support.”

“There was an abundance of young 
Jewish men who participated in Memphis 
city schools during that era.” Serenco 
added. “Many of them have since become 
dominant in their fields.”

Both agree that Kosten was the dominant 
sports figure of that time. “He was an all-
around outstanding athlete,” Baum said.

Kosten went to Snowden Junior High and 
later Central where he captained both the 
baseball and basketball teams. In the 10th 
grade he played first string for both squads 

and earned all-Memphis status in both 
sports. And while the Warriors lost the 1953 
basketball finals to Hillsboro in Nashville, he 
was selected as the MVP.

Kosten earned a baseball scholarship at 
the University of Alabama. As a two-time 
first-team all-SEC recipient, he helped 
propel the Crimson Tide to the conference 
championship in 1955. In a record that still 
stands today, the slick-fielding third baseman 
committed only three errors during his three-
year career there.

“He was a great player,” brother and fellow 
Central hoops player Alan Kosten said. “He 
didn’t have all the natural athletic ability, but 
he made up for it. He had quick hands and 
feet, and that’s where he gained his edge.”

For those accomplishments Herb Kosten 
was voted to the all-century team at Alabama 
and followed that up by playing one season 
for the Cincinnati Reds affiliate in the Florida 
State League.

He served as president of the ABA 
Memphis Pros, headed the Racquet Club and 
founded the Girls 18 and Under National 
Clay Court Championships at the Memphis 
club. The Memphis Jewish Community 
Center remembered him in 2000 by renaming 

their tennis courts the Kosten Tennis Center.
Alan Kosten also claims some Central 

athletic history. He pitched the winning game 
of the state championship in 1958 and his 40-
foot basket defeated a previously unblemished 
Treadwell basketball squad the next season.

“I got lucky,” he said. “The ball just came to 
me, I shot it and it went in.”

Baum’s star rose in the 1950s as well. He 
served as the captain of the football team in 
1953 and earned all-city status that year. In 
Baum’s three years with the Warriors, he led 
them to two city championships.

“Phillip was a senior and I was a junior,” 

memphis high schOOl’s 
gOlden era

A few of the 1950s Dream Team are: (back) 
Phillip Baum, Irvin Serenco, Charles Plesofsky, 
Jerrold Graber; (front) Jerry Buring, Max Ostrow, 
Larry Weiss, Danny Weiss.

By mark hayden
phOtOs By nOrman gilBert phOtOgraphy, llc

Phillip Baum, Irvin Serenco and Jerry 
Buring played for Central, Charles 

Plesofsky at CBHS, Max Ostrow for White 
Station and Jerrold Graber, Larry Weiss 

and Danny Weiss for East.



Herb Kosten earned a baseball 
scholarship at the University of Alabama.
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Herb Kosten

Phillip Baum:1953 football captain at 
Central High School.

Herb Kosten
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MORE REASONS TO STAY®

One for you, one for the kids. 
You’re welcome. 
When you stay with Embassy Suites, you get more. Like a 
spacious two-room suite, complimentary drinks at our 
evening Manager’s Reception* and free cooked-to-order 
breakfast. It all adds up to more reasons to stay. 

 

For reservations, call 901.684.1777 or visit memphis.embassysuites.com. 
Offer subject to availability; date restrictions and length-of-stay requirements may apply. *Service of alcoholic beverages subject 
to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age. ™ indicates a trademark of Hilton Worldwide. ©2011 Hilton Worldwide. 

Serenco said. “We had a good time playing together. Those were just fun 
times. But as nice a guy as he is today, he was just that mean on the football 
field. He was tough and he was great. People hated to go up against him.”

Baum was voted captain of those teams – an honor Serenco achieved the 
next season as co-captain. “We were the first two Jewish boys at Central 
that followed each other as captains,” said Serenco. “The captain had to 
be the settling force. If something happened on the field with one of the 
players we had to take charge.”

Once the younger Serenco graduated from Central the two were reunited 
at Georgia Tech.

After 60 years Baum recalls a big citywide game played in support of the 
blind in Memphis. “At the outset of the game all the lights in the stadium 
were turned off – everyone lit up their cigarette lighters or matches until 
game time,” he said.

 Games tended to be tense matches often against rivals Treadwell or 
Southside and were often played in front of standing-room only crowds at 
Crump Stadium – many times with E.H. Crump and other city dignitaries 
in the stands.

In a day when helmets weren’t required and players were obligated to 
play both sides of the ball, Baum lined up at offensive center, defensive 
tackle and linebacker.

“We were young and didn’t know the difference,” he said. “We just 
wanted to play the whole game. It was just something we wanted to 
do. There were some bruises and bloody noses, but back then, that was 
all part of the territory. We just loved to play the game.”

For more on the sidelines articles, 
visit www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Mark Hayden has written about Memphis sports for a variety of magazines. 
For story ideas please contact Mark at marktn58@aol.com.

ON THE SIDELINES
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In the eyes of children attending Sunday 
school at The Temple-Congregation 
Ohabai Sholom, Dennis Scott is just their 
music teacher. But, watching him interact 
with them, you’d say he is the children’s 
Music Man.

Alongside the classroom, he leads a Junior 
Choir whose captivating voices can be 
heard at High Holy Days and select Shabbot 
services at The Temple in Nashville. They 
sing some traditional Jewish songs with an 
occasional, lyrical twist by Scott. Others 
are original Jewish-themed music by this 
acclaimed songwriter, composer and lyricist 
who specializes in the production of children’s 
musical entertainment.

Just meeting this unassuming Scott, you 
would never know his songs have been 
performed by artists as diverse as Faith 
Hill, Tanya Tucker, The Muppets, Trisha 
Yearwood, Sugarland, Crystal Gayle, Gilbert 
Gottfried and Ben Vereen, to name a few. 
You hear his works on radio, television, 
stage, audio books, home videos, recordings 
and CD Rom. He writes, produces and 

composes custom songs and music for all 
aspects of the entertainment industry, even 
for such companies as Disney, Sony, The 
BBC and Scholastic, among others.

Scott-penned songs have been featured on 
television shows ranging from Elmopalooza 
to Fame and Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. His Always a Friend, performed by 
Ray Charles on an episode of ABC-TV’s 
Who’s the Boss, continues to generate mail 
from brides asking permission to use the 
tune in their weddings.

Scott says nothing compares to the 
experience of listening to a musical legend 
perform his work. “Those are the moments 
writers live for,” he says. “I’m more thrilled by 
listening to someone like Ray Charles or Big 
Bird sing one of my songs than I am by hearing 
myself sing the song.”

Scott has had his taste of winning several 
Grammys and Emmys, and being nominated 
for countless other honors. “Winning a 
Grammy is sort of like eating potato chips,” 
he jests. “It’s hard to stop after having just 
a couple.”

Dennis Scott... A Child at Heart Who 
Makes Music to Their Ears By Joyce Eleise Friedman

Dennis at home in his Nashville studio.

A young Dennis
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His first Grammy was for composing and 
producing an album with Jim Henson entitled, 
Sesame Street Country, a collection of children’s 
music with a country flair, which was named 
Best Recording for Children. That was followed 
by Songs from the Neighborhood: Music of Mister 
Rogers, which received a Grammy as Best 
Musical for Children.

His Emmy Awards include Music Composer 
– Arranger with Lyrics for a children’s TV 
special called, The All New Trollies Musical 
Adventure, and another Emmy win for a 
music composition of another children’s TV 
series called, BJ’s Teddy Bear Club. He also 
received a Daytime Emmy nomination for 
best original song for a composition featured 
on the soap opera, Guiding Light.

And his winning streak continues. Out of 
167 entries, Scott and members of his Beatles 
tribute band, The WannaBeatles, received 
a nomination at the February 2012 Grammy 
awards for their spoken-word album, Fab Fan 
Memories – The Beatles Bond. The album, 
hosted by George Harrrison’s sister, Louise 
Harrison, features a collection of interviews 
with Beatles’ fans who recount their first 
memories of the Fab Four. The album also 
includes original music provided by Scott and 
The WannaBeatles.

“Our entry was up against such well-knowns 
as Betty White, Meryl Streep, Dick Cheney, 
Dick Cavett and Condoleezza Rice,” says 
Scott. “With that kind of notoriety, we didn’t 
feel we had a chance, but what an incredible 
honor it was to be nominated.”

The WannaBeatles did not take home the 
Grammy, but they drew great consolation 
in losing to the great Betty White who won 
for her work If You Ask Me (And Of Course 
You Won’t).

The WannaBeatles attended the recent 
54th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles 
where it just so happened that Paul McCartney 
performed and was honored as MusiCare’s 
Person of the Year, and for the reissue of 
McCartney’s Band on the Run, which won a 
Grammy for Best Historical Package.

The WannaBeatles never got to meet Paul, 
but they were about 200 feet from him as they 
watched him on stage, said band member 
David Toledo. “I can see the headline now: ‘So 
close and yet so far.’ I’m trying to stop Dennis 
from throwing a ‘losers’ party where he sings 
the Beatles’ I’m a Loser.”

Their WannaBeatles band plays each 
weekend around Nashville and the southeast 
region. And as Scott says, “It is the best job I 
have ever had, because it’s the music I love 
so much.”

Scott started a band in high school where 
90 percent of their repertoire was Beatles 
music. And now, years later, he has continued 
his Beatles craze with organizing The 
WannaBeatles band. “It’s like therapy from my 
other entertainment work.”

stage struck at age six
Growing up among a musically inclined 

family where his father played the piano, his 
brother the guitar and his mother enjoyed the 
theater, Scott was inspired at 2 1/2 years old to 
be in “show business,” he says. That garnered 
only a chuckle from his parents, but they 
finally relented and introduced him to music 
lessons at age 5.

Scott recounts how a family vacation to the 
Catskill Mountains at age 6 during the 1960s 
was where his real singing career began. 

“We vacationed at the swanky Concord Hotel, 
the hot bed vacation spot that all Jews in the tri-
state area of New York frequented,” recalls Scott. 
“There, they had top comedians perform, such as 
Danny Kaye, Jerry Lewis and Buddy Hackett.

“One afternoon, I remember going with my 
mother to the Concord’s concierge to make 
dinner reservations for our entire family – 
parents, grandparents, and brothers – to see 
the show in their ‘giant’ night club. I wanted 
to perform on their stage because I had been 
taking singing lessons and knew what to 
do. So, I asked the concierge lady if I could 
perform on the stage, and she just nodded like, 
‘Sure you can, kid.’ I took that as a ‘yes’ and 
started thinking about which of my five songs 
I was going to sing. But, I didn’t say a word 
about this to my family.

“When my family was seated at dinner, 
someone noticed that I had disappeared. They 
looked up and saw me on the stage. With an 
extreme air of confidence, I handed my sheet 
music to the bandleader who looked at me 
bewildered saying, ‘What is this?’ I told him 
that the lady at the reservations desk said that 
I could perform. So, the music started and I 
sang, Put on a Happy Face. Everyone was so 
surprised to see this kid who could hardly 
reach the microphone. They encouraged me 
to sing again, so I continued by belting out a 
chorus to High Hopes.

“Once I heard the applause, I was stage 
struck,” says Scott. “After my unexpected 
stage debut, I told my parents that I wanted to 
be on television next. My dad immediately put 
me on top of the television and I blurted, ‘No, 
not on it, in it.’”

So, his parents secured an agent for 
Dennis, and entered him into the Professional 
Children’s School in New York City.

Becoming a child actor meant that he needed 
to create a stage name. For years, he juggled 
between his legal, Jewish family name, Dennis 
Richard Gidseg, and his stage name, Dennis 
Scott. By college, he permanently changed his 
legal name to his stage name. His last name, 
Scott, came from his brother’s middle name.

“People could never get my last name, 
Gidseg, right,” says Scott. “In fact, my parents 
began using my stage name whenever they 
made dinner reservations.”

Continued on page 14

The WannaBeatles, Bryan Cumming, David 
Toledo, Dennis Scott, Nathan Burbank

Dennis receives a Grammy

Dennis at the Concord Hotel in the Catskills
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Continued from page 13

Scott’s agent landed him on-camera and 
voice-over commercials with Hi-C® orange 
drink, Kodak and Ronzoni® spaghetti.

And, at age 7, Scott became a child actor on 
Broadway in the Noel Coward musical, Sailaway, 
starring show biz veteran, Elaine Stritch. Scott 
was just in the chorus, but not for long. More 
shows followed, including two companies of 
The Music Man, where he co-starred with Eddie 
Albert (of Green Acres fame) and former Miss 
America host, Bert Parks.

By age 10, his list of theatre, radio and TV 
credits stacked higher than his 51 inches, 
appearing on such TV specials as the Sammy 
Davis’ Special, the Jonathan Winters’ Special, 
and an episode for Route 66.

A native New Yorker, his variety band, 
Act IV Music, was a favorite for bar/bat 
mitzvahs, weddings – especially Jewish 
weddings in New York where they played 
from Long Island to Manhattan.

Scott relocated to Nashville in 1989 
following his work there on his Grammy-
winning Sesame Street Country. He enjoyed 
bringing his band-leading skills to Nashville. “I 
was the only Jewish band leader in Nashville 
who knew how to play the hora, New York 
style,” he says.

His latest children’s work is writing and 
producing a live touring production of Clifford 

- The Big Red Dog, a theatrical adaptation of 
the popular children’s series and book.

Even though the bulk of his income is derived 
from songwriting, his favorite is being a stand up 
children’s performer for family nights at various 
venues, including Mexican Grill.

“It is three hours of total zaniness,” says 
Scott. “It keeps me in touch with kids. And, 
when I have new material, I find out right away 
whether they like it.”

With childhood heroes like Danny Kaye, 
Jack Benny and Jerry Lewis, Scott says that he 
cannot help but have a silly side. “Creating and 
producing music, particularly children’s music, 
allows me to be as silly and creative as I want 
to be. And that is music to my ears!”

Dennis Scott anticipates putting together an 
album of Jewish music in the near future 
featuring fun, singable tunes that include 
Jewish holidays and Bible heroes. For details, 
he may be reached at dsmusic@comcast.net, 
or visit www.dennisscott.net. 

Joyce Eleise Friedman is principal/
owner of Friedman Communications, 
a marketing communications firm in 
Nashville, Tenn. She may be reached at 
joyceefriedman@gmail.com.
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www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Dennis leads choir practice at The 
Temple – Ohabai Shalom in Nashville
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Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab maintains  
the same mission and vision as we did 
when we opened 85 years ago — to provide 
the highest quality care steeped in Jewish 
tradition. We’ve built upon those values 
as we’ve broadened our services, offering 
comprehensive rehabilitation therapies for 
those affected by illness, injury, or surgery. 

See how we’re helping parents, families, 
and the community grow stronger. 
 
Visit us at memphisjewishhome.org. 

-We’ re still -

Memphis  
 Jewish Home.

 JUST STRONGER.

36 Bazeberry Road | Cordova, TN 38018

901-758-0036 | memphisjewishhome.org

©2012 Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab. All rights reserved.

BESHERT : True Stories of Connection
A Monthly Selection froM the book written by hArry SAMuelS

Miriam Fried, the world-famous concert violinist, had just thrilled over 
six thousand of us in the amphitheater. She played the Bartok Violin 
Concerto to a standing ovation.

Following her performance and the intermission, my wife and I noticed 
that she had joined her husband, Professor Paul Biss, in the audience. 

Professor Biss, too, is an accomplished musician, conductor, and 
pedagogue, who, like Miriam, teaches at Indiana University’s School 
of Music. Flora and I had met them in Bloomington, Indiana, a few 
years earlier, so after the performances we stopped to say hello. When 
we finally stood before them, as the crowd began to thin, Professor 
Biss handed his wife a photograph. He had just received it from 
an unidentified individual behind the stage. It showed their son 
Jonathan Biss, the outstanding young concert pianist, and Midori, the 
violin sensation; it had been taken the previous year when both had 
performed in the amphitheater at Chautauqua. 

Standing beside them in the picture was my wife!

Harry Samuels is a graduate of Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, and has 
devoted many years to volunteerism in Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Flora, have 
been married for 50 years and are the parents of Martin, William and the late David 
Samuels. Proceeds from the sale of his books go to charity.

Beshert and Mr. Samuels newest book, Crossroads: Chance or 
Destiny? are available in Davis-Kidd Booksellers, Amazon.com and 
Iuniverse.com and the Memphis Jewish Community Center.

The Photograph
By Harry Samuels

BESHERT
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In the late 1970s in Ukraine, it wasn’t easy 
for Jews to have contact with the West. But 
somehow Vadim Gluzman’s father managed 
to get hold of an LP of the film version of 
“Fiddler on the Roof,” for which composer 
John Williams had expanded the original score, 
adding extra solos that were played by the 
preeminent violinist of the day: Isaac Stern. 
Gluzman’s father listened to the record over 
and over, transcribing the solo parts for his 
young son to learn. Years later, when 16-year-
old Vadim made his way to Israel, he met the 
maestro whose playing he had emulated, and 
the older violinist immediately took him under 
his wing.

So it seems almost fated that Vadim 
Gluzman should be sharing the stage on 
March 17, with Isaac Stern’s son, Michael, 
the Founding Artistic Director and Principal 
Conductor of the IRIS Orchestra. The 
younger Stern, a graduate of Harvard and 
the Curtis Institute of Music, founded 
IRIS in 2000 at the invitation of Albert 
Pertalion, former executive director of the 
Germantown Performing Arts Centre. Six 
times a year, musicians from the foremost 
orchestras and universities around the 
country come together to perform under 
Stern’s direction. An innovative model for 
the new American orchestra, IRIS has been 
heralded for the brilliance of its playing, the 
range of its programming, and its acclaimed 
recordings on the Naxos and Arabesque 
labels. The roster of IRIS soloists, which has 
included Itzhak Perlman, Yefim Bronfman 
and Emanuel Ax, would be the envy of any 
orchestra in the country.

This season IRIS welcomes both Vadim 
Gluzman and cellist Amit Peled, reinforcing 
Stern’s longstanding family bonds with the 
Israeli musical scene. For decades, both of his 
parents were leading figures of the America-
Israel Cultural Foundation, whose mission is to 
foster the talent of performing artists in Israel. 
A list of the foundation’s recipients is a Who’s 
Who of classical music today: Itzhak Perlman, 
Pinchas Zuckerman, Daniel Barenboim, Shlomo 
Mintz, Gil Shaham, Yefim Bronfman – and both 
Vadim Gluzman and Amit Peled. “Growing 
up on the kibbutz,” recalls Peled, “my parents 
– even though they gave everything they 
had – couldn’t financially support my musical 

Jewish Soul: Israeli 
Stars Share Stage with 
IRIS Orchestra By Jeanne Heifetz

Amit Peled

Vadim Gluzman Photo Credit: John Kringas
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education, buying an instrument, sending me to festivals abroad. I can easily 
say that without the AICF, I wouldn’t be here today.”

“Both Gluzman and Peled are making huge waves in the music world right 
now,” says Stern. “They share an old-world quality, in both their playing and 
their attitudes toward their craft.” Winner of the prestigious Henryk Szeryng 
Foundation Career Award, Gluzman makes his IRIS debut in Shostakovich’s 
Violin Concerto No. 2, a passionate expression of triumph over adversity. 
Peled, who has elicited comparisons to a “young Rostropovich,” makes 
his own IRIS debut on April 21. Stern calls Peled’s playing “soulful and 
profound. He’s the perfect interpreter of Elgar’s Cello Concerto, a lyrical, 
introspective masterpiece.” 

It’s not surprising that Stern chooses “soulful” to describe Peled, who 
recently released a CD titled “The Jewish Soul.” Peled says he believes 
there’s a “sort of a musical heritage ingrained into our DNA as Jewish 
people, always carrying our history inside us. As a musician I feel this voice 
strongly in me and am proud to share it.” Gluzman concurs: “As an Israeli, 
I feel a great deal of responsibility and at the same time honor to carry on 
the tradition of Jewish violin and violin playing. I feel deep emotional and 
almost metaphysical connection to the violinists of the Golden Era and 
hope to be able to pass on this tradition to my younger colleagues in Israel.”

Although Gluzman and Peled are both now based in the United States, 
their ties to Israel remain strong. Gluzman’s rigorous performance schedule 
leaves him little time for teaching, but for the past 13 years he has made 
time every summer for the violin master class at Keshet Eilon, where he 
himself studied. The program is located “in this gorgeous kibbutz in the 
north of Israel, in western Galilee – nature, to die for. But what really 
stands out is that there is no feeling of competitiveness. The atmosphere is 
so relaxed, so friendly, so nurturing. You can see how the students blossom.”

Peled finds inspiration for his own teaching at the Peabody Institute in 
his kibbutz upbringing: “The sense of community where each one helps 
the others, the discipline and commitment to one’s work, the ability to 
work on a task from a very early age, the sense that we all have equal 
opportunity in life, these are all values I try to share with my students.”

Like Gluzman, Peled “was privileged to work intensively with Isaac 
Stern on many occasions in Israel. Making music with his son, who has 
been a musical idol to me for many years, is very meaningful. We are 
closing the circle.”

“Beethoven Rhythm, Shostakovich Soul,” featuring Vadim Gluzman, is 
on March 17; “Tragedy and Triumph,” featuring Amit Peled, is on April 21. 
Both concerts start at 8 p.m. at the Germantown Performing Arts Centre 
(GPAC),1801 Exeter Rd. Single tickets are $55. For further information, 
visit www.irisorchestra.org or call IRIS, 901-275-8347. For tickets, call 
901-751-7500.

Jeanne Heifetz is a graduate of Harvard and New York University. 
She has worked at Esquire and American Heritage magazines and 
written for the Jewish Forward and the New York Daily News. She 
is the author of two books including “When Blue Meant Yellow: How 
Colors Got Their Names.”

O ur private dining rooms 
provide the perfect venue 
for family celebrations, 

rehearsal dinners, business 
meetings and bridal showers.

Lunch and Sunday Brunch, 11:00-2:30
Dinner Sunday - Thursday, 5:30-9:00 
Friday & Saturday, 5:30-10:00

4550 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38117 

901-818-9951

Michael Stern and IRIS Orchestra
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Joanna Lipman was introduced to music at an early age – whether she 
wanted to be or not.

Lipman’s mother, Frances Goldman, was a cantor at Richmond, 
Virginia’s, reform synagogue, Beth Ahabah, and so as a child, she was 
literally dragged into it.

“I spent a lot of time in services while my mom sang,” Lipman recalls. “I 
used to hide in the choir loft,” she added, laughing.

Her father, Dr. Stanley Goldman, also expanded Lipman’s musical 
horizons. “My dad grew up in the Bronx,” she says. “Everyone back then 
had to take piano in school. While he didn’t like piano, he loved playing 
the trumpet. He still plays today in a Big Band.”

With musically inclined parents, came a musical social circle. “Many 
of my parents’ friends were interested in music or were members of the 
orchestra,” Lipman says. “This passion trickled down to me.”

Lipman has an undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
in theatre arts and a graduate degree from the London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Arts. When she moved to Memphis in the summer 
of 2003, she became involved with local theater at Playhouse on the 
Square, both as an actor and a board member. She noticed many artistic 
venues didn’t seem to garner much attention.

“The arts were always a part of my life, and I have had discussions over 
the years with my parents and their friends about the state of the arts 
in the future,” Lipman says. “I was worried about the lack of emphasis 
on music and arts in the schools these days. Would small theaters and 
symphonies disappear?”

So, it felt like a calling, she says, when a friend invited her for coffee 
a few years ago to discuss a new grassroots project with the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra.

“All of the symphonies across the country were facing economic 
hardships,” Lipman says. “This group was trying to figure out a way to 
make the symphony more relevant to a new audience. I thought, I have 
to take on this challenge.”

Enter Opus One, Memphis Symphony’s musician-led concert series, 
which partners the orchestra with different musicians in non-traditional 
settings. Lipman, the current steering committee chair, is helping plan 
the events and secure sponsors for the series.

The initial question the committee asked, Lipman says, was: “Would the 
idea of offering a less expensive ticket price at an unconventional venue 
with a recognizable local artist bring the people in?” The answer: An 
unequivocal “Yes.” The first concert, Susan Marshall at The Warehouse, 
was a sell-out.

“People loved it,” Lipman says. “The audience was completely blown 
away that the orchestra could play any style of music. And the orchestra 
really wanted an audience that was excited by what they played. It was 
a win-win.”

Now in its third year, Opus One opened its season to a packed crowd 
listening to award-winning rapper Al Kapone on Beale Street. Upcoming 
concerts include Latin-Jazz singer Marcela Pinilla and the Southern 
rock band Lucero.

“We want to keep pushing boundaries, keep testing audiences and keep 
them coming back,” Lipman says.

And, similar to her parents’ tactics, Lipman is continuing the tradition 
of early musical exposure with 5-year-old Allegra, her daughter with 
husband Josh.

“I bring Allegra to many of the rehearsals,” Lipman says. “I think it’s 
important to witness it at a young age. Kids respond to it, they ask 
for it. There will always be television and video games and the latest 
and greatest technologies, but the performing arts open up so many 
possibilities. You can’t replace it.”

Leslie Rochkind is a writer for Splash Creative, a full-service marketing firm in 
Memphis, Tenn.

For more information about Opus One
visit www.opusonememphis.com

Joanna lipman Helps 
bring a Twist to 
symphony Concerts
by leslie rochkind  ::  Photos by Tam Tran

Joanna Lipman

Opus One
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Michael Steiner and Marcia Walsh 

Festival of Lights

James Bowley, and Buddy and 
Janice Blumenthal Bert and Tammy Rubinsky

JewishCinemaMississippi2012 (JCM2012), formerly the Jackson 
Jewish Film Festival, in January celebrated its 10th year of bringing high-
quality, independent Israeli- and Jewish-themed films to Mississippi. 
Attendance was up by over 25 percent. The festival is a collaborative 
venture between Beth Israel Congregation (Jackson, Miss.) and the 
Jewish Culture Organization at Millsaps College.

With the support and encouragement of Stephen Lightman, 
president/CEO of Malco Theatres, Inc., the festival was held at Malco’s 
Grandview Theatre in Madison, Miss. – the first time in a professional 
movie theater. “The planning committee was grateful to work 
with Malco, which has a longstanding commitment to supporting 
independent film festivals,” said JCM co-chair Michael Steiner.

Three of the four award-winning films were Israeli. Shown were: 
“Brothers,” “The Matchmaker,” “A Matter of Size” and “Jews & Baseball.”

“Year after year, JCM has brought thought-provoking films to the 
region, films that highlight Jewish life and the Jewish experience,” 
said Rabbi Valerie Cohen of Jackson’s Beth Israel Congregation. “This 
has created invaluable opportunities for individuals and groups of 
different faith traditions to achieve a greater understanding of each 
other and to promote dialog within the community.”

A reception held during the festival recognized individuals, families 
and businesses that provided financial and in-kind support. The Meyer 
Crystal Family Foundation, a major benefactor of this year’s festival, 
was presented with a signed and numbered lithograph of “Festival of 
Lights” by Cleta Ellington. Ms. Ellington and Mr. Rob Rubinoff who 
created JCM’s website (www.JewishCinemaMS.com) also received a 
numbered print.

Ten signed, limited edition prints are available for $175 by 
contacting Michael Steiner at ms.in.ms@gmail.com.

View more photos at www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Jewish Cinema 
Mississippi 
2012 Shatters 
Attendance 
Records
Photos: Jessica Rubinsky
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He is in constant motion and his brain is working overtime. He has so 
many ideas and wants to change things. He is a mover and a shaker.

Hirsch Serman, the new executive director of Jewish Family 
Service (JFS), follows Bob Silver, who retired in December after 27 
years of service. Hirsch comes to JFS with a wide array of expertise. 
Most recently he was the executive director of the Margolin Hebrew 
Academy in Memphis.

“I have a fantastic core to build on,” said Hirsch. “I want to retool the 
agency. We currently have a strong counseling program including child 
therapy and systems approach, and several senior service programs. We 
plan to continue adding more services throughout the year.

“My goal is to build and strengthen current programs and begin 
partnering with other agencies to provide needed services,” Hirsch 
continued. Family Safety Center is the first of those partners, which 
started about the same time Hirsch joined JFS. Family Safety Center is a 
new Memphis collaborative on violence with 12 to 14 agencies housed 
under one roof to address the issue of violence in the city.

Other additions include a (an):

	 •	Al	Anon	group	meeting	every	Thursday

	 •		Parenting	and	Family	Systems	class,	which	empowers	parents	with 
the knowledge, skills and strategies for dealing with critical issues

	 •	Thriving	Post	Divorce	class

	 •		Senior	 Connection’s	 Discharge	 Planning	 Services	 to	 help	
individuals and families ease the transition from hospital to home 
or extended care

JFS, in collaboration with other agencies, is hosting a community-wide 
violence symposium on June 14, 2012. The featured presenter, Walter 
Smith, executive director of Family Resources, a non-profit organization 
with a mission to prevent and treat child abuse by strengthening 
families and neighborhoods, will address violence in the home, schools 
and workplace. It will be an interactive day for counselors, principals, 
guidance counselors, parents and human resource professionals.

Hirsch may be most proud of Jewish Family Service’s new website – www.
jfsmemphis.org. The user-friendly site has more functionality and is full of 
valuable information. Perhaps you need help with an aging parent or loved 
one. On the site is a Senior Services Resource Guide, Ask an Expert question 
and answer section, Ask a Counselor, and links to many helpful websites.

If this is not enough for a month (or two) into his new position, he has 
already been developing a community email survey whose results will 
help develop a JFS strategic plan. “I want to know what our community 
needs, and then build our future plans on that,” he explained.

What does Hirsch like most about his new job?
“One of the major draws for me was knowing that when I wake up 

every day, my purpose is to help people and make a difference in their 
lives,” he said. “It doesn’t get any better than that.”

Although Hirsch spent more than 20 years in corporate America, 
communal work is not foreign to him. In December, he received 
the “William Epstein Ish Chesed Award” from Young Israel for 
his contribution in founding and developing the Memphis Kosher 
Food Pantry.

JFS board president Mike Stein is thrilled to have Hirsch. 
“After a thorough discussion about the long-term direction of 

JFS and an extensive search, we were fortunate to find a person 
with the business acumen of Hirsch. His expertise and wonderful 
personality will build upon the foundation that Bob Silver was 
dedicated to over so many years.”

Hirsch shares over 23 years of business training, management and 
consulting experience. Prior to coming to Memphis in 2008, he spent 
more than seven years at SIRVA Relocation in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he held the position of senior vice president/general manager and 
worked at Ernst and Young. He is the president and founder of Insightful 
Strategies, a consulting firm. He received his undergraduate degree in 
economics at Yeshiva University and an MBA in accounting and finance 
from Case Western University.

Hirsch Serman and his wife, Nina, have three children, Emunah, 
Tamar and Elisha.

Taking the Reigns
By Dorothy Goldwin :: Photos by Norman Gilbert Photography, LLC

“One of the major draws for me was 
knowing that when I wake up every 
day, my purpose is to help people 
and make a difference in their lives,”
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Never underestimate the power of a good book 
to transform a life. In PJ Library’s case, 95,000 
children across North America open their 
mailboxes each month to discover new Jewish 
children’s books that they read nightly with 
their families, opening them up to Judaism’s 
rich stories and culture.

Started seven years ago by Jewish 
philanthropist Harold Grinspoon, PJ Library 
is growing rapidly in North America from its 
humble origins of sending 200 books a month to 
the current 95,000 with plans to double in size 
in the near future. In Israel, another 120,000 
preschool students receive books in school 
through PJ’s sister program, Sifriyat Pijama.

In New York City, a record 10,000 families 
are now participating, and that number is 
expected to double this year. Many of the 
participating families in New York are Russian-
speaking Jews who are often disconnected from 
Jewish life. But the books are tying them into 
several South Brooklyn Jewish organizations 
where they are becoming part of the programs 
and initiatives.

“What a joy it is to see PJ Library resonating 
so strongly within the Jewish community on 

many levels but most importantly in the hearts 
and minds of young children who can come 
to appreciate our heritage through beautiful 
books,” Grinspoon said.

Jewish federations, community centers, and 
synagogues across the US – who partner with 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation to fund 
the books and provide related programming 
– are discovering that PJ Library plays a vital 
role in reaching young families. And, many 
grandparents are getting behind the program 
because they see it as a way to bridge the 
generations and keep Jewish life alive and 
relevant in their families.

In many places, PJ Library books arrive 
in individual homes but then a wider 
community connection takes place. Many 
share their experiences in thank you letters to 
Mr. Grinspoon and the PJ Library staff.

For Emily Theriot, moving to Knoxville, 
Tenn., meant moving her interfaith family 
away from the established PJ Library program 
in Houston, TX. “While I make great strides 
to learn about the religion,” wrote Emily, who 
is not Jewish but is married to a Jewish man. “I 
am not always able to answer questions.” The 

books gave her the answers, and her 3-year-
old daughter loved the program.

Theriot and her family worked to bring 
the program to Knoxville by connecting to 
Knoxville Jewish agencies and day schools. 
Proudly, she talks about being a person 
of another faith who brought PJ to a new 
community. She recently became the PJ 
professional, helping families sign up. “The PJ 
Library made a profound impact on my entire 
family, and, in turn, on my entire community,” 
she said.

For more information 
about PJ library, 

visit www.pjlibrary.org.

Building a brighter Jewish 
future, book by book
PJ Library grows rapidly across North America 
By Marcie Greenfield Simons
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Bonnie Cooper with her 
husband, Alan, and son, Corey, 
at WRJ-Sisterhood dinner/
program in her honor

Bernice Remmert 
with daughter 
Loretta Hardy, son 
Russ Remmert 
and son-in-law Bill 
Jackson

Enid Weiser and her mother, Lillian Gerson.

Louise Chiozza with daughters, Andrea 
Soule, Sharon Turner, Diane Foery and 
daughter-in-law, Lura Chiozza.

Claudine Vickery 
with daughter and 
son-in-law, Pat and 

Ken Berryhill

Beni and Dr. Michael 
Dragutsky get in the 60s 
groove at Temple a Go-Go

Jacobs Camp’s Ellen Alexander, 
Gary Brandt, and J.C. Cohen 

with Rabbi Micah Greenstein 
at “Jacobs Camp Shabbat”

Bornblum Solomon Schechter 
Fifth Graders made special 
Chanukkiot for the holiday. 

The unique creations ranged 
from sports teams to school 
subjects. The BSSS student 

council awarded the top three 
winners: Dovid Scheinberg, 

Emma Harkavy and Henry Wells.

Residents bring in 
the New Year

Residents celebrate Mardis Gras
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Marlee Matlin, Event 
Co-Chairs Jeffrey and Jill 
Fenster, Henry Winkler

The “Dreidelettes” pose with Rabbi Shimon and Nadia Dudai at 
Congregation B’nai Zion’s annual Chanukah party. B’nai Zion is the 
oldest and friendliest synagogue in South Florida! The “Dreidelettes” are 
Francine Kreinces, Karen Grant, and Karen Leonard.

It was a family affair of entertainment with juggling by the Grant-Margil 
family known professionally as “Bounce, Ooo LaLa and Daniel” members 
of CBZ;  and the Reiner Family String Band from Massachusetts.

Stacey and Federation 
President Mark Levy

Barbara and Federation Annual 
Campaign Chair Hal Danenberg

College Scene

West Palm Jewish Federation Congregation b’nai Zion key West
More than 400 attend Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County’s campaign 

season, 50th anniversary kickoff with Marlee Matlin and Henry Winkler.

KU Hillel hosts Jayhawk Shabbat to welcome 
students back to school
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Porto is a name applied to a fortified wine produced exclusively from 
grapes grown in the Douro River valley of Portugal. Production of Porto 
accelerated after the English lost their holdings in Aquitaine (Bordeaux). 
Legend has it that the process of stopping fermentation before all of the 
grape sugar is converted to alcohol by adding grape spirit (brandy) made 
otherwise coarse and harsh wine palatable.

Porto can be white and served chilled as an aperitif.

If wines from more than one vintage are blended and aged in neutral 
oak or glass-lined tanks, it will be bottled as ‘Ruby.’

If from a specific vintage and held in barrel for no more than 2 years it 
can be ‘Late Bottled Vintage.’

In exceptional years, wine from that year may be bottled shortly after 
fermentation has been stopped and labeled as ‘Vintage.’ Vintage port 
matures slowly in the bottle and often takes 20 years or more to soften.

If porto is allowed to age gracefully in wood for extended periods it mellows, 
takes on some of the woody characteristics and is bottled as ‘Tawny.’

If Tawny is labeled as 10 year or 20 year, all of the wine is of at least 
that age.

Producers have also begun to create their own ‘brands’ or house 
Reserves (Fonseca Bin 27) and many now bottle by single vineyard or 
Quinta, such as the Taylor-Fladgate Quinta de Vargellas 2005.

Fortified wines made in places other than Portugal can be labeled Port. 
In Australia, Port is produced from primarily Shiraz and Grenache. In 
California, winemakers tend to use Cabernet Sauvignon, Zinfandel and 
Syrah to make their Ports.

Gary Burhop owns Great Wines & Spirits located at 6150 
Poplar Avenue in Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 38119 and invites 
your questions and patronage. Contact him at 901.682.1333 or  
garyburhop@greatwinesmemphis.com.

A Primer on Ports
By Gary Burhop
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Cary & 
Wendy 
Rotter

Join On Location: Memphis 
International Film and Music Festival 
for their screening of Back Door 
Channels: The Price of Peace.

Back Door Channels: The Price of 
Peace is the true story of the men 
who brought lasting Peace to the 
Middle East. For the first time ever, the 
filmmakers take the audience behind 
the public veil obscured by a first-of-
its-kind White House issued media 
blackout on the events. Behind the 
press conferences and into the smoke-
filled backroom corridors of power 

during one of the world’s greatest historical moments - the 1979 
Camp David Peace Accord and Treaty between Egypt and Israel.

To view the film trailer go to www.backdoorchannels.com.
Festival Dates are April 19-22, 2012 at select Malco Theaters. 

Festival Passes are $60. Check www.onlocationmemphis.org for 
exact date, time, location and individual ticket price.
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