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JOIN NOW!
Bring this ad to the 

MJCC to have the 

summer of a lifetime 

and receive

50% OFF*
your enrollment fee!

* Expiration Date: June 15, 2014

Thu July 31 at 7:00 Movie: Back to the Future

Thu July 17 at 6:30 Music: The Tone Junkies

Thu June 26 at 7:00 Movie: The Incredibles

Thu June 12 at 6:30 Music: Charvey Macklemore 

Member Memorial Day Party! 
May 26 at the Outdoor Waterpark

SUMMER
at the

Summer Camp
June 9–July 25 • Ages 3–Grade 8

jccmemphis.org/camp2014

Memphis Jewish Community Center 
6560 Poplar Ave, Memphis TN 38138 
jccmemphis.org • 901.761.0810

SUMMER HOURS  SUN 8AM – 5:45PM •  MON –THU 5:30AM –9:45PM •  FR I  5:30AM – 4:45PM 
BEGINNING MAY 31  SAT  12–9PM 

WE
ARE
FEDERATION

WE ARE dedicated to perpetuating Jewish values by taking care of others, educating people and 
involving them in Jewish life. Why? Because if we don’t, who will? We identify the issues facing our 

community and address them with our partners. For us, it’s what being Jewish feels like. 
Together we will do that because we are FEDERATION.

Your support makes a difference, please give generously. To donate, visit www.memjfed.org or call (901) 767-7100.
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From the Editor
From the
Editor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

Every city is unique, and yet 
every Jewish community 
shares a common challenge 
– how to connect and engage 
the next generation of Jewish families, leaders and 
donors to sustain the continuity of Jewish life as we 
have known it.

Throughout the past eight years, Jewish Scene 
Magazine has highlighted success stories about 
hundreds of Jewish organizations, leaders and 
members who organize and carry out acts of tikkun 
olam (loving kindness) throughout their local, national 
and global communities, Jewish and more. In fact, 
our tagline on each cover says it all – Jewish Scene 
connecting jewish communities.

As beshert will have it, emails and phone calls began 
flowing my way sparking my interest in pursuing the 
topic of connection for this issue and beyond. I hope 
in coming months, you will share your stories about 
conventional and unconventional ways to connect, 
much like the following stories.

I had heard about crowdfunding but had never really 
looked into the subject. Then I met Cantor Debbi 
Ballard whose idea for putting Jewish education on 
wheels to reach unaffiliated youth in Southeast Florida 
is becoming a reality. Read more about Cantor Debbi 
and her initiative, edjewcation station® on page 7 and 
at www.jewishscenemagazine.com. Through Debbi, 
I met Jewcer.com cofounder Amir Giveón whose 
crowdfunding platform is engaging like-minded people 
to turn creative ideas into reality. Read how Jewcer.
com helps raise funds and builds local and global 
communities on page 10.

What better place to engage young Jewish teens than 
on the basketball court? Rabbi Adam Grossman of 
Temple Israel believes that creating a space where 
people can play and integrate meaningful discussions, 
conversations and positive relationships together is a 
plus for all. And what about the 20-year-olds searching 
for a new Jewish fit after college? Read about Dina Faye 
Magdovitz’s continuing journey on page 8.

Then there are the young families following in their 
parent’s footsteps who realize the important work 
that longstanding Jewish institutions play within their 
own Jewish communities. Meet Illysa and Michael 
Wertheimer, (page 6) young Memphis professionals 
who are helping reach their peers through innovative 
programming at Memphis Jewish Federation. 

As our growing Jewish Scene Magazine and 
www.jewishscenemagazine.com readership engages 
a younger generation, we will continue to share 
stories that might spark the next great idea in your 
communities. Please send your ideas to susan@
jewishscenemagazine.com. And as always, please tell 
our advertisers you appreciate their support of Jewish 
Scene Magazine!

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

*Must book by 12/1/13

renasantbank.com

From L to R: Nancy Rosenberg, Lending Assistant
Jeff Hudson, West TN President  and Dee Cannell, Branch Manager

At Renasant Bank, we take pride in getting to know our customers. 

You’re not just another number to us. From checking and savings 

accounts to mortgage and auto loans, we’ll listen to your needs and 

find the product that’s right for you. Experience it for yourself today.

EAST MEMPHIS    COLLIERVILLE    GERMANTOWN    901-684-0670

KNOWING YOU...
IS WHAT WE DO BEST



Travel

debbie rosenthal, independent Cruiseone specialist, is your “one-stop shop” in Memphis 
for the best in leisure, corporate and incentive cruises and specialized land vacations.  

901.682.5600 • www.cruiseone.com/drosenthal • www.facebook.com/DebbieRosenthalCruiseOne

I recently had the utmost pleasure to cruise the 
waterways of the Netherlands and Belgium on 
the beautiful avalon expression, one of avalon’s 
Panorama-style Suite Ships®. The 7-night journey 
began in Holland’s capital of Amsterdam – a 
delightful 700-year-old city historically rich in 
elegant and classic architecture, cafés and 
fascinating museums. We left the bustling city 
for quaint villages and towns, each one a hidden 
gem in its own right. Traveling by riverboat is by 
far the best way to see such medieval places as 
Brugge and Ghent, where history abounds. We 
visited picturesque places such as Veere, and 
the former Dutch East India Company trading 
city of Middelburg, originally built as a Zeeland 
stronghold against the water and from its enemies. 
At Kinderdijk, a Unesco World Heritage site where 
19 windmills were built in 1740 as part of the 
water management system to help prevent floods, 
we learned, from inside a working windmill, how 
each played a vital role in the development of the 
country, becoming a symbol of Holland. Our last 
stop was Maastricht, a vibrant university town with 
lovely cathedrals, old houses and buildings and the 
impressively cobblestoned town center. In each 
port and destination, our highly skilled Cruise and 
Tour Directors ensured our cultural immersion with 
guided sightseeing (complete with headsets), daily 
port lectures, VIP access into key destinations and 
no waiting in lines.

As wonderful as all of these places were, the real 
highlight of this trip was the colorful and vibrant 
blooming beauty of the famous Keukenhof Gardens 
with the world’s largest bulb flower park. If this 
place is not already on your bucket list, then it 
should be! More than 70 acres of parkland feature 
lakes, sculpture gardens, a greenhouse full of 
orchids that are so exquisite it will take your breath 
away, and a windmill to explore. This was a treat 
from the moment we stepped onto the grounds. 
Every year, the garden plants seven million flower 

bulbs of tulips, daffodils, crocuses and more. But 
you only have the chance to see this spectacular 
floral display during April and May. And since this 
particular itinerary is scheduled around visiting 
Keukenhof Gardens, it is only available during these 
two months.

My avalon river cruise experience exceeded 
my expectations. My Panorama Suite℠ with an 
Open-Air Balcony® featured a giant wall-to-wall, 
floor-to-ceiling window with a 7-foot opening. 
(That’s 30 percent larger than the average river 
cruise room!) The marble bath with L’Occitane 
bath amenities and extra large shower, along with 
my Comfort Collection Bed℠, were so inviting after 
a long day of touring. There are so many more 
reasons that this cruise was special: the cruise 
director, daily excursions with local guides, guest 
violinists, regional fare and wines, and lastly, 
avalon waterways doesn’t fill ships to capacity 
with people. In fact, because the river cruise line 
made its rooms so spacious, there’s more room 
for less people.

If the tulip time itinerary doesn’t “float your 
boat,” avalon offers a one-time 13-day Jewish 
Heritage Cruise on July 29, 2015 to discover 
Europe’s monuments, museums and traditions 
significant to Jewish history on its special avalon 
cruise departure from Budapest to Prague. In 
Budapest, visit Europe’s largest synagogue, Jewish 
Museum and hear about the tree of life; enjoy 
a walking tour of Jewish Vienna; visit Prague’s 
Josefov (Jewish Quarter), Jewish Museum and 
Cemetery, and synagogues; and in Regensburg, 
visit the remains of ancient synagogues beneath 
Neupfarrplatz (if available). Explore the WWII 
Jewish ghetto of Terezin, where tens of thousands 
of innocent people died during the Nazi 
occupation, and choose between Nuremberg city 
sightseeing and a Nuremberg Rally Grounds tour. 
Also available: an optional excursion to Salzburg, 
where you’ll visit the synagogue and may meet a 

survivor of the Holocaust. (NOTE: While each day 
includes special Jewish dishes, kosher foods are 
not available onboard.) 

Call Debbie Rosenthal with CruiseOne at 
901.682.5600 to book your avalon Europe river 
cruise by June 24, 2014 to receive avalon’s 3 Ways 
to Save & Sail promotion. This promotion allows 
you to receive one of the following: prepaid 
gratuities, a $500 per couple air credit, or save 
10%, whichever is the most savings.

Avalon
 
Waterways®

Tulip Time By: DeBBie RosenThAl

Travel
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L’ChayimL’Chayim

The Armagnac region is located in the 
southwest of France, south of Bordeaux and 
lies between the Adour and Garonne rivers in 
the foothills of the Pyrenees. Distillation of 
spirits is known to have been practiced for at 
least seven centuries. Armagnac also enjoys 
the distinction of being the first product 
to be recognized as uniquely French with 
production standards applied to the entire 
area. In 1909 a government decree recognized 
three distinct zones: Bas-Armagnac, 
Armagnac-Ténarèze, and Haut-Armagnac. 
In 1936, the region was accorded appellation 
d’origine controlee status. 

Armagnac is typically distilled from wine made 
from as many as 10 different grape varieties, 
with Ugni Blanc, Baco 22A, Folle Blanche and 
Colombard being the primary ones. Distillation 
takes place just one time in a column still. This 
process initially produces a less polished spirit 
than say in Cognac, where double distillation 
in pots stills takes place. However, long aging 
in oak barrels softens the taste, imparts a rich 

brown color and causes the spirit to develop 
more complex, and often unique, flavors. The 
barrel aging process removes both alcohol and 
water by evaporation. This lost spirit is what 
is referred to as ‘the angel’s share.’ When the 
alcohol reaches 40 percent by volume, the 
Armagnac can be transferred to large glass 

bottles known as Dame Jeanne, for storage for 
at least a year before bottling and sale. Once 
transferred from wood, the Armagnac does not 
age or develop further.

Armagnac, like cognac, is labeled with several 
different classifications, referring to the 
age of the constituent brandies contained 
therein. If blended and it contains spirits of 
differing ages, the age on the bottle refers to 
the youngest component. A “VS,” Armagnac 
is a mix of several Armagnacs that have seen 

at least two years of aging in wood. For VSOP, 
the aging is at least five years, and for XO, 
at least six. Hors d’âge means the youngest 
component in the blend is at least 10 years 
old. Older and better Armagnacs tend to be 
sold as vintage, with the bottles containing 
Armagnac from a single year, so noted on the 
bottle or label. Historically, production has 
been limited so recent demand fueled by the 
growing economies of Russia, China and other 
Asian countries has created competition for the 
best vintage Armagnacs and pushed up prices 
so that vintage Armagnacs retail for more than 
$100 per bottle, and sometimes much more.

As with any “eau de vie,” Armagnac should 
be stored vertically to avoid damaging the 
stopper with alcohol. Once opened, a bottle 
should stay drinkable for years – evaporation 
is the greatest danger.

Great Wines & Spirits has an extensive selection 
of the finest vintage Armagnacs. They make a 
thoughtful, distinctive gift for any drinker of 
‘brown’ distilled spirits.

Armagnac – 
ethereal French
eau de vie 
By Gary Burhop 

Gary Burhop owns Great Wines & 
Spirits located at 6150 Poplar Avenue 
in Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 38119 and 
invites your questions and patronage. 
Contact him at 901.682.1333 or 
garyburhop@greatwinesmemphis.com
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Young Professionals

Why did you decide to move to 
Memphis?
Michael: Illysa has a large 
extended family here and the 
importance of family became more 
evident once our kids were born.
Illysa: Family! My parents live five 
minutes from us and Michael’s 
parents are only three hours away 
in Birmingham. Plus, Memphis is a 
great community.

Tell us a little about your family. 
Illysa: I was born and raised in 
Memphis as part of a large, loving 
extended family. Holidays were 
fun and chaotic! My parents, 
Lester and Roslyn Lit, were great 
parents and role models. They 
instilled in me a sense of hard 
work and a love of Judaism. I hope 
to pass that along to Natalie and 
Kenny. Both are in school at the 
MJCC ECC. Natalie is graduating 
from kindergarten. Next year she 
will attend Bornblum Solomon 
Schechter School.
Michael: You know my beautiful 
wife and fantastic kids. I just 
try and keep up! I am from 
Birmingham. My parents still live 
there. They have always been very 
supportive and very involved in 
the Jewish community. My sister 
recently moved to Savannah with 
her husband and three boys. 

What is your view of Jewish 
Memphis?
Illysa: Memphis has an amazing 
Jewish community. I love attending 
Federation and MJCC programs, 
because it is great to see people 
affiliated with all of the different 
synagogues and day schools hang 
out with each other. 
Michael: Growing up in 
Birmingham with a Jewish 
community half the size has made 
Memphis seem like such a huge 
community. I guess its all relative! 

However, with the multitude 
of smaller congregations, it’s 
interesting how this can seem like 
a smaller community than it is. 

What would you tell people 
thinking about making the move 
to Memphis?
Illysa: When we were living in 
Virginia and thinking of moving 
back to Memphis, we asked several 
people who lived here about 
Memphis. The word that almost 
everyone used was “easy.” I didn’t 
really understand 
what they meant 
until we moved 
here! Memphis 
is an easy city to 
live in – I hardly 
put gas in my car 
(because I mostly 
go from my house, 
to the JCC or 
Kroger or Target 
all of which are 
in a 2-mile radius 
of each other), 
traffic is not bad 
compared to other 
places I have 
lived, and there is 
always something fun to do!
Michael: Come on in! The 
water’s nice! 

Why did you want to be involved 
in the Jewish community and 
with Memphis Jewish Federation?
Illysa: To make Memphis a great 
place for my kids!
Michael: I agree, and the cliché 
answer about making a positive 
impact – but also to help create 
avenues and events to bring all 
of the separate communities 
together. Federation and the JCC 
can really be a unifier.

How did you get involved with 
Federation? 
Illysa: When we lived in Virginia, 
we were involved in Federation. It 
was a natural progression to become 
involved once we moved here. 
Michael: And I think we both 
followed our parents’ lead.

How do you juggle your leadership 
roles in your professional and 
community work?
Illysa: It’s hard to find a balance, 
because sometimes I spend as 

much time on 
volunteer work as 
I would on a full 
time job! Michael 
is very supportive 
and often takes 
over duties at 
home while I am at 
meetings or other 
events. 
Michael: I spend 
all day away 
from my kids 
so I’m happy to 
spend time with 
them to free up 
my wife for her 
873 committees.

How would you like to leave 
your footprint on YAD and the 
Memphis Jewish community? 
Illysa: I hope that by encouraging 
young people to participate in 
YAD events, they will begin to 
understand the important work 
that Federation does and be 
motivated to get more involved. 
Michael: Our generation has a 
reputation for being apathetic, 
and there may be a basis to 
this. We’d like to help our 
contemporaries realize the 
importance of being involved.

What is your favorite Jewish 
childhood memory? 
Illysa: Watching my 
grandmother fry latkes for our 
family Hanukah parties.
Michael: Oh yea! And that smell 
that stays in the house for a 
week after!

What is your favorite Memphis 
memory?
Illysa: Watching my kids grow up 
at the MJCC. It’s great to have a 
place where they can run around 
and I know they are safe. 
Michael: Its funny but the first 
thing that popped in my head 
with this question was an image 
of Natalie in her Tiger cheerleader 
outfit and Kenny dressed like a 
tiger asking me how the Grizzlies 
are so good. Sorry, but sports 
popped in my head first.

Favorite Places in Memphis?
Illysa: MJCC, Pete and Sam’s 
Restaurant and Shelby Farms
Michael: Gus’s, any barbeque, 
FedExForum, Main Street

Favorite Activities? 
Illysa: They’ve changed since 
Natalie and Kenny came into the 
picture! I used to enjoy yard work 
and cooking. Now I love Rock N 
Romps and going to the park. 
Michael: Yes, kids have become 
our activity. But I still manage to 
watch a lot of sports and ride my 
mountain bike.

What do you wish that everyone 
knew about the Memphis Jewish 
community?
Illysa: That we have a warm, 
welcoming community and that it 
is an EASY place to live!

Illysa Lit Wertheimer grew up in Memphis, and following college at the University of 
Vermont she moved to Atlanta where she met Michael, a Birmingham native and University 
of Colorado alum. They attended graduate school at the University of South Alabama and 
settled in Virginia for several years before making the move to Memphis with their two 
children, Natalie (6) and Kenny (4 and a HALF). Michael, an ophthalmologist at Desoto Eye 
Care, and Illysa are taking an active role in the Memphis Jewish community.

Meet Illysa and 
Michael Wertheimer
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we cater!
901.800.2826

$3 oFF 
Dozen Bucket

Good for $3.00 off a dozen bucket including Hate to Wait®. Does not include 
catering, Half Dozen Bucket, Baker’s Dozen or Half Dozen Bagels. Additional 
charge for gourmet or Powerbagel®. Limit one coupon per person. Valid at 
participating Einstein Bros.®/Noah’s® locations only. This offer cannot be 
combined with other special offers or promotions and is not valid for past 
purchases or orders. No reproduction allowed. Cash redemption 1/20 of one 
cent. Applicable taxes paid by bearer.
PLU: 8726  jcsm • Expires: 07/30/14
©2014 Einstein Noah Restaurant Group, Inc.

$1 oFF 
Any Breakfast Sandwich

Good for $1 off egg sandwich. Includes: egg sandwiches, egg wraps and egg 
paninis. Thintastic Bundles not included. Limit one coupon per person. Valid 
at participating Einstein Bros.® locations only. This offer cannot be 
combined with other special offers or promotions and is not valid for past 
purchases or orders.  No reproduction allowed. Cash redemption 1/20 of one 
cent. Applicable taxes paid by bearer. 
PLU: 8701 jcsm • Expires: 07/30/14   
©2014 Einstein Noah Restaurant Group, Inc.

$2 oFF 
Any Lunch Sandwich

Good for $2 Off Any Lunch Sandwich- including Melts, Lunch Paninis, 
Signature Sandwiches, Deli Sandwiches, Wraps, Pizza bagel, CYO  excludes 
salads, Thintastic Bundles, Bagel Dogs. Additional charge for gourmet or 
Powerbagel®. Limit one coupon per person. Valid at participating Einstein 
Bros.® locations only. This offer cannot be combined with other special offers 
or promotions and is not valid for past purchases or orders. No reproduction 
allowed. Cash redemption 1/20 of one cent. Applicable taxes paid by bearer.  
PLU: 8705 jcsm • Expires: 07/30/14   
©2014 Einstein Noah Restaurant Group, Inc.

50% oFF 
Any Specialty Drink

Good for 50% off one drink. Limit one coupon per person. Valid at 
participating Einstein Bros.® locations only.  This offer cannot be 
combined with other special offers or promotions and is not valid for past 
purchases or orders.  No reproduction allowed. Cash redemption 1/20 of one 
cent. Applicable taxes paid by bearer.
PLU: 8711 jcsm • Expires: 07/30/14   
©2014 Einstein Noah Restaurant Group, Inc.

 Memphian Manoj Jain, MD MPH, is an infectious disease physician, writer and 
national leader in healthcare quality improvement.

Twenty years ago Dr. Jain moved to Memphis where he opened his practice 
serving Baptist, Methodist and Saint Francis hospitals and his wife became the 
medical director at Baptist Rehabilitation Hospital. They settled into Memphis 
with their three children. Dr. Jain soon became very involved with public health 
and service, and became the medical director at QSource, Medicare’s quality 
improvement organization.

Dr. Jain also collaborated with the National Civil Rights Museum on the Gandhi-
King Conference for nonviolence. He is the founding member of Healthy Memphis 
Common Table, a nonprofit collaborative of medical providers and community 
volunteers seeking to improve healthcare outcomes for the Mid-South.

He has conducted research on HIV epidemiology, quality improvement, and 
spirituality and medicine. He is also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Rollins 
School of Public Health at Emory University and Assistant Clinical Professor at 
University of Tennessee School of Medicine in Memphis TN.

For the past 10 years, Dr. Jain has regularly written healthcare articles for Shel-
by Sun Times and The Commercial Appeal, as well as serving as a contributor to 
The Washington Post.

6027 Walnut Grove Rd, Memphis, TN 38120
901.681.0778

Manoj Jain, MD MPHM
ee
t

edjewcation station®…
a new direction in jewish education
By susan c. nieman  : : Photos courtesy of edjewcation station and My Personal cantor

Judaism shines its light in many 
shapes and forms. And not every 
Jewish family, young adult, recent 
college grad, teenager or child 
connects to his or her Judaism in the 
same way. To some, the traditional 
ways are essential to their daily 
life. Some find comfort at religious 
services every Friday night or 
Saturday morning, others only on 
the high holidays. Some enjoy the 
comfort of a relaxed family holiday 
dinner or just want to celebrate the 
traditional milestones. Some send 
their children to religious day schools 
where Hebrew and Judaic studies 
are taught alongside an academic 
curriculum. Other families choose to 
send their children to religious school 
on weekends.

And for some, 
none of these 
options seem to 
fit. So, where do 
those fellow MOT 
(members of the 
tribe) fit within the 
Jewish population? 
Many fall between 
the cracks.

But not 
if Cantor Debbi Ballard of Fort 
Lauderdale can help it. Cantor 
Debbi became ordained eight years 
ago with a vision to reach the 
approximate 85 percent of non-
affiliated Jewish people in Southeast 
Florida. Encouraged by personal life 
experiences, she reached out to those 
she felt were being underserved 
through traditional synagogue 
methods. Through My Personal 
Cantor, she began performing bar/
bat mitzvahs, interfaith marriages, 
baby namings, and more. “I’ve been 
very fortunate to work with families 
around the world,” said Cantor Debbi, 
who now serves a local  “community” 
of more than 400 families with about 
120 third through fifth grade students 
enrolled in her Hebrew school, 
edjewcation station®.

As the program grows, so has the 
challenge of finding facilities close to 
student neighborhoods and schools. 
“We started with five children 
meeting in family homes, and moved 
to rental facilities and even donut 
shops,” she explained. “Sometimes 
it’s difficult to break out the guitar 

and start singing Hebrew songs at 
Dunkin’ Donuts.” So how do you 
serve 120 children seven days a week 
from North Dade County, throughout 
Broward County all the way to South 
Palm Beach County?

You buy a bus!
It was beshert when Debbi 

stumbled across a computer teacher 
who had converted a bus into a 
mobile classroom for senior citizens. 
“Due to illness he was no longer able 
to teach classes,” she explained. 
“When I asked him if he’d be willing 
to sell the bus, he said ‘yes,’ and 
everything fell into place. This fall 
edjewcation station® will be headed to 
neighborhoods throughout the area.

Cantor Debbi used her life 
savings to purchase the bus, but 

there is still 
much left to do. 
“We want to 
purchase new 
technology, 
develop a 
one-of-a-kind 
curriculum and 
update the bus’s 
interior to reflect 
the fun, uplifting, 

atmosphere that surrounds the 
edjewcation station® family.”

Not just a program for children, 
edjewcation station® plans to serve as 
a portable Jewish education solution 
for all ages with Torah study, Jewish 
book clubs, interfaith parenting 
classes, “or whatever the local 
communities need,” said Cantor 
Debbi. “We are a new direction in 
Jewish education!”

To learn more about edjewcation 
station® call 954.646.1326 or visit www.
edjewcationstation.org. To help fund 
this program, visit the edjewcation 
station Jewcer.com campaign at jewcer.
com/project/let-s-put-edjewcation-
station-on-wheels.
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Growing up in Memphis, it was easy to connect 
to my Jewish identity and community. I felt 
connected at synagogue and to the people. 
I attended Bornblum Solomon Schechter 
School where Judaism wasn’t just the identity 
but the daily mode of operations. Most of 
my childhood friends were Jewish and BBYO 
was life. I viewed community and religious 
involvement as how everyone’s Jewish identity 
was made. It never entered my mind that 
practicing my faith and participating in a 
Jewish way of life could be difficult.

Attending Indiana University in 2006, I 
worried it would be tough to connect to the 
Jewish community and Judaism. However, a 
stellar campus Hillel and joining Sigma Delta 
Tau, a Jewish sorority, made it easy to live 
Jewishly. Jewish identity crisis averted.

It wasn’t until I moved to Florida after 
graduation that participating in a Jewish way 
of life became difficult. I was living in Destin, a 
Northwest Florida beach town with one small 
synagogue in neighboring Fort Walton Beach. 
During Rosh Hashanah services that year (2010) 
I was the youngest in attendance by about 40 
years. I felt no connection and didn’t visit again.

My Jewish connection was in Memphis. There 
I didn’t have to work so hard to have a Jewish 
identity. I remember thinking how effortless it 
was back then. It wasn’t effortless anymore. I 
felt disconnected, like I was doing something 
wrong. My Jewish identity crisis was back.

In June of 2011, I moved to Orlando. The 
excitement of a new city and new life called to 
me like the shofar on high holidays. I decided 
the best way to connect to my Jewish community 
was to find a synagogue. I hoped being part of a 
congregation would rekindle my Jewish identity. 
I found a congregation I loved, joined, and got 
a part-time job with their youth department. I 
was on a Jewish cloud nine, spending multiple 
days a week at the synagogue. A slice of heaven 
for me, I once again felt connected to Judaism, 
to HaShem and to myself. My sense of Jewish 
identity restored.

In the summer of 2012 the job ended and 
I found myself going to synagogue less. 
Eventually, I stopped going altogether. I was 
back at square one. My Jewish identity crisis 
reemerged. This crisis came from a place inside 
me that was still looking for an effortless fit.

A year went by with no visit to a synagogue 
other than high holidays in Memphis. During 
the summer of 2013 I tore my ACL and 
had surgery over high holidays, making it 
impossible to attend 
services. Through that 
experience I realized 
how much I missed a 
Jewish connection. I 
vowed that when my leg 
healed I would reconnect 
with Judaism.

That was last 
September. I have not re-
joined a synagogue, but 
overall I’m getting past 
my Jewish identity crisis. 
I’ve reconnected with my 
faith in different ways. I 
find myself speaking to 
God often and gravitating 
toward my siddur and 
Jerusalem Bible more than I ever did. They have 
helped me find an anchor for my Jewish identity.

I always believed the strength and basis of my 
Jewish identity depended on being a member of 
a synagogue and a part of a Jewish community. I 
thought without regular exposure to other Jews I 
couldn’t foster a Jewish identity. I spent so much 
time searching for an effortless fit; believing I 
needed it to regain my sense of Jewish self.

I’ve realized I am my own effortless fit. 
It is not the synagogue, or the siddur, or 
listening to the Torah, or the people around 
me that creates my Jewish identity (although 
they do help!). It is up to me to give shape 
and meaning to my identity. I am the one 
who must decide to have a daily connection 
with HaShem, who must decide to practice 

the holidays, to begin and end her days with 
solemn prayer and to be a participating 
member in her Jewish community. I must 
make my Jewish identity what I want it to be.

I am pushing myself to find a synagogue 
and congregation I can stick with. It’s a work 
in progress. I understand that I don’t need a 
synagogue in order to pray or feel close with 
HaShem. I don’t need to constantly be in the 
company of other Jews in order to be able to have 

a Jewish identity, but it’s 
nice to have the option.

Jewish life has more 
meaning when you 
share your values with 
others of a like mind. 
I have a much better 
grasp on my core values. 
When I do finally find 
my permanent place 
in the Orlando Jewish 
community, I’ll have 
something of value to 
share. Sometimes my 
Jewish identity is all 
over the place, but I’m 
working on that. Aren’t 
we all a little like that in 

our 20s? Maybe it’s just me, but I’m figuring 
it out as I go. Maybe we can go to synagogue 
on Friday night and talk about it over Kiddush 
and oneg.

Working 
Through 
a Jewish 
Identity 
Crisis
By Dina Faye Magdovitz 

“It wasn’t until I 
moved to Florida 
after graduation 
that participating 
in a Jewish way 
of life became 
difficult.”

dina Faye Magdovitz 
with sean Lear

Dina Faye is a Public Relations professional with 
a passion for spoken word, good books, Jewish 
life and travel, even if she is just travelling next 
door. Everything can be an adventure and she 
plans to see as much of it and write as much of 
it as she can. She currently resides in Orlando, 
Fla., where she works for Bitner/Hennessy 
Public Relations and moonlights as an animal 
rescue crusader.
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Memphis Jewish Federation
52nd Annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration Photos: Steve Conroy

1  MJF Holocaust Memorial Committee Co-Chairs Marty Kelman and Dorothy Goldwin with Holocaust survivor and speaker Frank “Misa” Grunwald. 
Over 400 people braved the torrential downpour on Sunday, April 27.  2  Cantor John Kaplan, Rabbi Cantor David Julian, Cantor Ricky Kampf.
3 & 4  BBYO Teens participated by taking part in the Voices of the New Generation March.  5  Holocaust survivors and Yom HaShoah Observance 
candle lighters, Ruth Diamond, Paula Kelman, Nicole Lewis, Jeannie Paul, Ella Silber and Freida Weinreich with Sam Weinreich, who beautifully sang 
the Partisan Song Zog Nit Keinmol (Never Say).  6  MJF Community Relations VP Anthony Morrison presents awards to the winners of MJF’s 5th 
Annual Holocaust Art and Essay Contest Kaylyn Webster, Gabriella Cassius, Rebecca Brown, Brooke Saharovici, Michael Scilken and Ellen Lemm.
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Jewcer.com 
Mentoring Great Ideas 
Into Reality By Susan C. Nieman

Engagement is one of the most common 
buzzwords surrounding 21st century Jewish 
organizations. How do the Jewish people 
engage, recruit and excite the next generation of 
members, leaders and in particular, donors?

Amir Give’on and Naomi Leight-Give’on, 
cofounders of the crowdfunding platform Jewcer.
com, believe they have an answer. “We speak to 
them in their own ‘language,’” said Amir.

Celebrating their two-year anniversary 
on March 21, 2014, Jewcer.com has helped 
orchestrate more than 125 campaigns raising a 
total of more than $550,000.

“There are many people with great ideas 
who can not take those ideas to the next 
level because they lack the funding to do so,” 
explained Amir. “And there are many Jewish 
activities taking place outside of traditional 
Jewish organizations.”

Amir and his cofounders recognized this 
disconnection and launched Jewcer.com to 

teach organizers how to develop a plan to reach 
a network of 20-to-40-year-old supporters 
who react to engagement through participation, 
most often through social media. “It’s all about 
community building,” explains Amir.

Amir says Jewcer.com is unlike other 
crowdfunding platforms. “Our team works 
individually with each campaign manager and 
becomes a member of the fundraising team,” 
he said. Through a step-by-step process, 
Jewcer.com volunteers—that’s right, no one 
at Jewcer receives a salary—walk the campaign 
manager through the entire campaign, 
developing strategies and creating a buzz, first 
among family, friends and colleagues, and then 
building a momentum to reach the general public.

“Our core teaching is that you are not asking for 
money to help a project, but are giving people 
the opportunity to be a part of your initiative,” 
said Amir. “Each step turns your fundraising 
campaign into community building.”

Why is this type of fundraising so successful?

Laurel Klein, Cafe Olam: 
Brew HAHA

“Starting a new social venture is 
expensive and lonely. I spent a fair 

amount of time trying to decide on the 
best way to friend and fund raise to 

cover some of hindering start up costs 
and build community. When Jewcer 
approached me to be part of their 

launch group I was not only honored, 
but I felt more confident about the 
process. Not only are their efforts 

personalized, but they also provided 
advice and mentoring from start to 
finish that allowed me to reach far 
beyond my initial goals, be realistic 
about my strategy, and find ways to 

connect with all my supporters. Their 
site is always evolving and the owners 
are constantly looking to improve the 

user experience and keep up with 
current crowdfunding trends. I have 
never regretted working with them, 
and if I run another campaign I look 

forward to working with them again.”

naomi and 
amir giveón
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In contrast to old-school fundraising, where you sit face-to-face with a donor 
and ask for a check, or where someone creates a program or an event and the 
participant buys a ticket or donates money, Jewcer.com creators believe that 
20-to-40-year-olds respond when given the opportunity to participate, “when 
their participation and ability to help shape a program becomes a factor in its 
success,” said Amir.

The more people who learn about the project the better its success. “Would you 
rather have one donor of $10,000 or a 1,000 donors who each gave you $10?” asks 
Amir. “If you prefer one funder, then crowdfunding is not for you.”

Of course, the success of each project is also determined by the time and 
commitment of a campaign manager. “You can spend two hours a week or 20. 
It all depends on each specific strategy with each separate campaign,” Amir 
explained. Campaigns are given a set amount of days to reach financial goals and 
obtain a certain number of donors before moving to the next step.

Leora Itman of TCJewfolk.com in Minnesota can attest to crowdfunding, and in 
particular to the Jewcer.com method. TCJewfolk started out at as a Facebook page 
posting events for unaffiliated Twin Cities Jews looking for a Jewish connection. 
It soon became clear that people wanted more. With their successful Jewcer.com 
campaign, TCJewfolk.com hired a fulltime editor for its online blog targeting the 
20-to-40 year-olds. Volunteer writers feature everything Jewish – from happy 
hours to arts events, to Jewish commentary on local politics and Israel, to personal 
stories about what it means to be Jewish, Jewish recipes, and more.

“We raised a lot of buzz in the community,” explained Leora. “We would not 
have had this kind of success without some kind of crowdfunding. About 200 
donations came from past donors and people who had heard about our efforts. 
Amounts ranged from $5 to $1,000. It was great working with Amir and Jewcer.
com. Amir encouraged us to film the video and followed up with us in emails 
throughout the process.”

Laurel Klein of Philadelphia was searching for a permanent space, “a place of 
continuity where young Jewish adults could engage in meaningful ways affecting 
sustainability, technology, community building and social action,” she explained. 
Café Olam was a perfect fit for Jewcer.com. While Laurel envisioned Café Olam 
as a permanent space, her Jewcer.com campaign promoted Brews and Jews: Café 
Olam BrewHaHa, an event to create buzz for future success. “Donations covered 
the cost of the venue and event,” explained Laurel, who has since partnered 
with Impact Hub Philadelphia where her dream space will soon become a reality. 
“Many of our contributors were people I knew or who knew about the program. 
We were also among the pilot group in Jewcer’s first round of campaigns. There 
were about 10 groups who were really supportive of each other’s campaigns.”

Once a campaign reaches its personally set goal, the project becomes a permanent 
fixture at Jewcer.com. Supporters may continue to make financial donations, 
which the organization receives immediately.

While no one at Jewcer.com receives a salary, a five percent fee of each campaign 
is used to maintain the site and pay developers. Amir and Naomi, along with eight 
other team players including Jewish musician Craig Taubman, have helped shape 
the crowdfunding network.

“Jewcer.com is a mechanism to strengthen Jewish community,” said Amir. “By 
following procedures, and developing individualized steps and strategies, we can 
help people gain the momentum they need to reach their intended demographic 
and build a community.”

“We would not have 
had this kind of success 
without some kind of 
crowdfunding.”
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Mark Hayden has been a frustrated 
athlete almost all his life. If you 
know of any untold stories out 
there, let me know. Any comments 
or suggestions are welcome at 
marktn58@aol.com.

Institutions today are discovering unique ways 
to reach a growing and diverse audience. It’s 
no different for modern synagogues. Memphis’ 
Temple Israel has turned to the world of 
sports, specifically to the game of basketball, 
to help them attain that objective.

“Most kids just want to play basketball,” said 
Temple Associate Rabbi Adam Grossman. 
“If we can create a space that allows people 
to play and also integrate meaningful 
discussions, conversations and positive 
relationships together, that’s a real plus for 
us and the Jewish people as a whole. I think 
my role as a rabbi is to find a meaning in their 
Jewish experience, whether it’s in basketball, 
theater or community service.”

Rabbi Grossman realized that with all the 
pent-up energy among the Temple youth that 
a sports team just seemed to make sense. So 
the Ragin’ Rabbis, named with the Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns in mind, were born.
 
“Two or three years ago we were in first or 
second place in the league; we actually beat 

the Yeshiva team, and that was very exciting,” 
recalls Rabbi Grossman. “That was unheard of 
for a Temple team to do. We’ve had a lot of fun 
over the last six years.”

However, two years ago he turned the coaching 
duties over to Greg Gruber. “I try to get the 
kids involved, then I let the coaches take over. 
I’m upstairs now in the general manager’s 
office. I’m the head recruiter and I take care of 
all the contracts,” he laughed.

One of his more recent “recruits,” junior guard 
Drew Karchmer says that the rabbi helps the 
players remain on an even keel. “He doesn’t 
let us get too high or too down on ourselves. 
He always gives us positive encouragement.”

Now with Gruber and assistant coach Adam 
Hamburger manning the sidelines the Ragin’ 
Rabbis feel like they have the right combination 
at the helm. The team has remained competitive 
over the years in the seven–team Shelby 
County League but more importantly, the boy’s 
camaraderie has added significantly to their 
overall Temple experience.

But, what has impressed Gruber the most is 
the maturity that teamwork brings and the 
responsibility and dependability that he’s seen 
in his players.
 
That’s where Karchmer and fellow guard Justin 
Libby fit on the team. “Drew drives to the goal 
and is very aggressive and Libby is our three-
point specialist,” Gruber said.

While the eventual Shelby County League 
champ Cooper Macs and the Collierville 
Dragons both defeated the Rabbis this year, 
the Dragons captivated the young guard’s 
attention. “Those guys can dunk. I really 
liked that. We’re not even close to dunking,” 
Karchmer said with envy.

Dunking the ball might be a work in 
progress for the 12-member team but their 
commitment to the game and team has always 
been strong. Their 2013-2014 slate extended 
from October through February.

“At the beginning of the year everyone was 
trying to feel each other out,” Gruber said, 
“They look at me like I’m some old man who 
doesn’t know what he’s doing. And I try to 
teach them a few things on the court, but more 
importantly, we try to teach them about life’s 
lessons. By the time the coaching staff rolls 
out a few drills the players start buying into 
the system.

“They realize that I know what I’m talking 
about,” said Gruber, who played for White 
Station High School and competed against Tiger 
greats Anfernee Hardaway and Elliot Perry.

Ragin’ Rabbis doesn’t happen without Greg 
and Adam, Grossman said. “Not only are 
they dynamic individuals on and off the court 
but they’re passionate about the game and 
they work to insure that the kids have a rich 
experience throughout.”

The Rabbis finished the season in third 
place in the Shelby County League, but the 
signature moment of the season, Gruber 
believes came early in the year. When the 
coaches were unavailable to meet for team 
practice, the seniors took it upon themselves 
to call a team workout.

“They called some other boys and they 
scrimmaged at the Temple gym,” said Gruber. 
“To my way of thinking, my work was done, 
because they grew up and took responsibility 
for the team. All of this was orchestrated by our 
seniors – the same guys who were freshmen 
when I started. So, we’ve been able to start a 
new kind of environment around here.”

His message has resonated with Karchmer. “Coach 
tells us never to quit and be tough,” he said. “You’ve 
always got to play through adversity.”

Ragin’ Rabbis Learn 
Life Lessons…
On and Off the Court By Mark Hayden

drew karchmer, Blake Lindy, 
Jared Lindy, Leo Fargotstein

On the Sidelines
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Yes! I would like to continue receiving 
Jewish Scene Magazine at my home.

Here is my annual donation to help 
offset the growing cost of mailing.

    $18    $25

    $50    $ other

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Mail to: Jewish Scene Magazine
4641 N. Ocean Drive #12

Lauderdale By The Sea, FL 33308

2014 Submission Guidelines

Deadline: 
September 1, 2014

Area of coverage: 
Open to all Memphis Jewish agencies and 

organizations

Entry limit: 
One submission per category, per agency or 

organization

Submission Fee: 
$36 each submission

Age Categories:
12–13 — Bar/Bat mitzvahs must have occurred

 at least 6 months prior to deadline.
14–18 — Youth Group

18–24 — College students 
25–40 — Young adults

41–54 — Adults
55+ — Seniors

Winners: 
One winner in each age category will be chosen 
based on the impact that individual has made 

within the agency or organization.

Submission Requirements:
1. Name of volunteer.

2. Name, address, phone and email of 
submitting agency or organization.

3. Agency contact person submitting application.
4. Name of Tikkun Olam Project.

5. Please describe – in no more that 650 words 
– how this individual has made a lasting 
impact upon the agency or organization.

Deadline for checks and submissions is 
September 1, 2014

Please email your submission in a Word Document 
format to susan@jewishscenemagazine.com 

Or send with a check for $36 for each entry to: 

Jewish Scene Magazine
Alice G. Drake Tikkun Olam Award

4641 N. Ocean Dr. #12
Lauderdale By The Sea, FL, 33308. 

Questions: 901.624.4896

This award was created in memory of my 
mother, Alice Drake, who instilled in her family 
a volunteer spirit. Even during her four-and-
half-year battle with Pancreatic Cancer she 
continued to volunteer until she was physically 
unable. During her senior years, she was 
knitting bears with Temple Israel members for 
young African Aids patients, served as a docent 
with the Memphis Zoo and as an usher at The 
Orpheum Theatre. As a part of the support group 
for the Herb Kosten Foundation for Pancreatic 
Cancer Research, she attended group meetings 
and helped with the annual Kick It 5K.

A portion of the funds raised to conduct the Alice 
G. Drake Tikkun Olam Award Program will be 
donated to the Kosten Foundation in her memory.

Alice G. Drake Tikkun 
Olam Award
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