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Club MedClub Med
Sandpiper Bay:Sandpiper Bay:
The Only All-Inclusive Family Resort in the U.S.

Debbie Rosenthal, independent CruiseOne Specialist, is your “one-stop shop” in Memphis 
for the best in leisure, corporate and incentive cruises and specialized land vacations.  

901.682.5600 • www.cruiseone.com/drosenthal • www.facebook.com/DebbieRosenthalCruiseOne

Located in Port St. Lucie, Florida, on the St. Lucie River, just a short drive from Miami or 
Orlando, Sandpiper Bay is the only all-inclusive family resort in the U.S. and has been 
transformed into Club Med’s premium fl agship “premium sports” destination with over 
$28 million in renovations. The upscale 216-acre property off ers 307 newly renovated 
spacious accommodations, gourmet dining, premium beverages, a wide array of land 
and water sports, live daily entertainment and award-winning Children’s Clubs. The 
village also features Club Med Golf, Tennis and Fitness Academies, each of which has 
pro coaching, superior facilities and programs for athletes of all ages.

The new Club Med Spa by L’Occitane, the fi rst and only such wellness facility in the 
U.S., boasts a 5,000-square-foot spa and off ers an exclusive pampering experience. 
The spa is home to seven indoor treatment rooms, a manicure and pedicure area, and 
a shop where guests can purchase L’Occitane products relevant to their treatment, 
as well as a new 2,800-square-foot fi tness center featuring a dance studio dedicated 
to yoga programs, Pilates and Zumba, and toning/cardio classes. Club Med’s initiative 
to enhance the golf facilities and guest experience include recent enhancements to 
its 18-hole golf course, redesigned clubhouse, revamped driving range and practice 
green, indoor training center, as well as providing a golf concierge service so guests 
can also choose to play at 15 other local courses. With the innovation of the Club 
Med Academies, Sandpiper Bay off ers a new product with a world-class training 
environment in tennis (on 20 tennis courts, 6 hydro-clay courts and 14 hard courts), 
golf and fi tness with former Olympic and Davis Cup coaches. Guests can take 
advantage of private lessons at the Club Med Gold Academy with the option of video 
analysis and evaluation.

Club Med Sandpiper Bay off ers a wide variety of land and water sports activities. Besides 
golf and tennis, you’ll enjoy beach volleyball, basketball, soccer, sailing, paddleboarding, 
pilates, yoga, fl ying trapeze and fi tness training. For the younger set there’s Kidz Village 
with age-appropriate programs and splash park, art center, and a new tween and teen 
lounge and hangout, Latitude 27. Arrangements can be made for special team building 
group activities such as sailing regattas, cooking lessons, movie or game nights, treasure 
hunts, garden parties, talent shows, poker tournaments, and more.

New accommodations, such as Deluxe Family units, feature a private room for parents, 
a separate bedroom for the kids with a large living space and one and a half baths. 
Other improvements include a new main restaurant, new waterfront restaurant, a 
Steakhouse opening this November, a redesigned bar and lounge, four swimming pools, 
including an infi nity pool and a lap pool, and an impressive waterfront gazebo to be 
used exclusively for weddings and receptions, a grand ballroom, as well as conference 
and meeting facilities.

You can experience the convenience of this upscale vacation without leaving the 
country and without a passport! Transfers can be arranged for your group from most 
Florida airports. Club Med Sandpiper Bay also invites Jewish guests and their families to 
celebrate Passover with them. 

To fi nd out more about any Club Med all-inclusive resorts please call Debbie Rosenthal 
with CruiseOne at 901.682.5600 or visit www.cruiseone.com/drosenthal.
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From the Editor
From the
Editor/PublisherEditor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

Putting this issue together 
has been a roller coaster 
of a ride. First, Hanukah, 
Hanukkah or Chanukah 
– pick your favorite, which hardly ever begins in 
November, comes right at Thanksgiving for the fi rst 
time in a zillion years! We have been collecting Hot 
Hanukah Finds for our readers since June. Check out 
these incredible fi nds at www.jewishscenemagazine.com 
– like The Goode Company’s extraordinary Brazos 
Bottom Pecan Pie, perfect for Thanksgivukkah, the 
limited-edition anniversary Madame Alexander 
1923 doll, or the My Girl’s Dollhouse for all 18" dolls. 
Choose from a variety of shoes for girls on the go by 
Linge, whose ballet fl ats are made of soft top-quality 
genuine leather, and Very Lovely Soles, the perfect 
fl at to wear ALL day, and from Flat Out Of Heels, 
rollable fl ats that are durable, comfortable, machine 
washable and aff ordable. There are books – check out 
With Marilyn: An Evening/1961 by Douglas Kirkland 
or Baseball’s Greatest by Sports Illustrated team of 
experts – food, personal care items, gadgets, clothes, 
toys, and Hanukkah games and activities by Hanukkah 
in a Box and Kiwi Crates.  

Visit www.jewishscenemagazine.com throughout the 
month as we feature new items.

Second, we received many tikkun olam/tzedakah 
stories from congregations and organizations across 
the country to share with you. Although we didn’t 
have space to print them all in this issue, they are 
posted on our site. Some will be printed in future 
issues throughout 2014. We hope these ideas spark an 
interest in your communities. Read about a group of 
medical providers who travel each year to Nicaragua 
on page 10. Check out Houses for Change on page 
9 and read about how Temple Israel in Memphis 
puts the fun in FUNdraising on page 8. Meet young 
professionals, Aviva and Yoni Freiden on page 6 to 
learn how they became involved with many local 
Memphis organizations. See how Jeremy Padawer, 
Michael Rinzler and Thomas Poon are introducing new 
toys to children of all ages (page 4). And see how Andy 
Shiff man worked his way into his dream job on page 12.

With 2014 around the corner, I hope that you will 
continue to support our advertisers and Jewish Scene 
Magazine’s mission of Connecting Jewish Communities.

To assist with year-end gifts to the causes most 
important to you and your family, contact the Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis and the Memphis Jewish 
Federation for more information.

To receive Jewish Scene Magazine in your mailbox, 
mail $18 to 4641 N. Ocean Dr. #12, Lauderdale By 
The Sea, FL, 33308, or pick up a copy at Memphis 
locations including the Jewish Community Center, 
synagogues, libraries, hospitals, bookstores, retailers 
and restaurants.

Happy Holidays!

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor
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As veteran toy executives and co-presidents of 
Wicked Cool, LLC, a toy company established 
in 2012, the two have a knack for fascinating 
children of all ages – even their own.

 “Making toys helps us to relate to our own 
kids,” says Jeremy who claims his children 
think he may even work with little elves, “of 
the Jewish sort,” he laughs. “My dad was in the 
metal buildings business and I thought he was 
cool. My kids wake up in the morning and fi nd a 
new toy waiting for them six months prior to it 
hitting the marketplace.”

 How cool is that?
 “You become an instantaneous hero to 

your kids,” said Wicked Cool founder Michael, 
who hails from New Jersey and works from the 
Pennsylvania offi  ce.

 Michael and Jeremy come from a rare breed 
of adults who have recaptured or may have never 
lost the ability to make believe or play.

 “Being in the toy industry, we’ve never lost 
that childhood spirit… that vivid imagination,” 
said Jeremy, who grew up in Memphis. 

After business and law school, his ambition, 
imagination and love of toys landed him at Mattel 
where he worked on Hot Wheels, Nickelodeon 

brands and re-launched He-Man and Masters 
of the Universe. He then joined JAKKS Pacifi c 
working his way up to executive vice president 
of marketing and new business development, 
overseeing all of its core brands. He’s worked 
with globally recognized brands including WWE, 
Pokémon, Neopets, Sponge Bob, Star Wars, 
Marvel, Disney Princess and the animated 
television series that he co-created Monsuno.

 “Good ideas come from everywhere, anyone,” 
explained Michael. “At Wicked Cool, we have an 
open-minded policy. It doesn’t matter if it was 
not invented here (NIH, as it is known in the 
industry). We work together as a team to develop, 
produce and promote products. We work with 
both toy inventors with whom we’ve developed 
strong relationships as well as with our team to 
fi nd the best ideas.”

 Michael has spent the last 20 years working 
for some of the world’s best toy companies and 
has fi nally achieved his lifelong dream of starting 
his own venture. Before Wicked Cool, he was 
president of CDI, a JAKKS Pacifi c company, and 
has been fortunate to work with most of the top 
toy and entertainment brands – Nickelodeon, 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Barbie, Hot 
Wheels, Disney Princess, Disney Fairies...to name 
a few!

It is through Michael and Jeremy’s combined 
experience and long-standing relationships 
that Wicked Cool is not just calling on brands to 
represent, but the brands are calling them.

 “There are two sides to this business, the 
fi nancial and the creative,” explained Jeremy. 
“Our team can approach a major studio like 

Disney or Nickelodeon with a fi nancial business 
plan and then bring an idea to life. In addition, 
we are always dreaming of the next big idea of 
our own. Michael and I love both sides of the 
business. One moment we are fi nancially minded, 
the next we’re talking about fl ying spaceships, 
dragons or fairy princesses.”

 With the addition of their Hong Kong offi  ce 
run by second generation factory owner Thomas 
Poon, they can turn over the fi nished product 
in as early as four or fi ve months or as long as 
it takes to run through all of the checkpoints 
associated with production.

 “We are thrilled to have Thomas join our team 
as president of Wicked Toys (HK) Limited,” said 

Feature

A TOY STORYBy Susan C. Nieman

“

“

You become an 
instantaneous hero 
to your kids

Jeremy Padawer and Michael Rinzler may not be 
magicians, but to many, young and old, they are 
most certainly magical.

Pictured above: Partners Jeremy Padawer, Thomas 
Poon and Michael Rinzler among the toys.

Pictured below: Michael and Jeremy are ready to 
announce the next new toy for the holiday season.
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Michael. “Thomas grew up in the toy business. Our two cultures have meshed 
together extremely well.”

 Thomas has produced high-quality playthings for some of the world’s leading 
toymakers, including Mattel, Fisher Price and JAKKS Pacific. He is an expert in 
engineering, product development and manufacturing and has led a factory of 
more than 3,000 people.

 “Having Thomas as our partner and launching the Wicked Cool Toys Factory 
and Testing Facility will give us the infrastructure and resources needed to 
quickly increase our manufacturing capabilities and produce incredibly high-
quality goods that our licensing partners, retail customers and consumers expect 
and deserve,” said Michael.

 Michael and Jeremy are also pleased to announce their board of 
advisors: actor Seth Green, Gregg Spiridellis, co-Founder and CEO of digital 
entertainment company JibJab Media, Inc., and Joe Titlebaum, founder and 
general counsel of Mezzobit and former general counsel for XM Radio and for 
ION Media Networks.

 “As a lifelong toy collector who has spent the past decade as a content creator 
on a show that tells stories utilizing toys, I really like the Wicked Cool Toys 
product lines and respect their expanding management team and growing global 
focus,” said Seth Green, star of Fox’s DADS and countless films, Emmy®-winning 
executive producer/co-creator of Robot Chicken, writer and director. “I feel 
confident enough to align myself with them professionally and in an advisory 
capacity to help them continue to grow their brand and make Wicked Cool Toys 
synonymous with high-end toy manufacturing.”

 Wicked Cool is already developing and bringing to market proprietary lines 
and licensed products including Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles®, Scanimalz™, 
WWE™, The Wiggles®, and Food Fun™, and at the recent Dallas Toy Show, the 
team announced several new lines for 2014 including Crashlings, PBS’s Wild 
Kratts and My Girl’s Dollhouse.

 Toys are not just for children, Jeremy reminds us. “If your 30-year-old son 
is still buying action figures, he is not a minority. There are a billion and a half 
dollars in action figures sold each year, 35% are to those over 13 years old.

 “Collectors are looking for authenticity, overall aesthetics and how a toy 
represents their fandom,” he said.

 “When you design a toy for a child, it’s about the functionality, how unique 
and interesting it is,” he said. “It’s all about the magic and the play.”

Visit www.wickedcooltoys.com to learn more.
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Scanimalz® is an 
innovative hybrid 
of cuddly toys 
and technology 
capturing what 
kids love—playing 
games on smart 
phones and tablets!

My Girl’s Dollhouse 
is the world’s first 
dollhouse for 18’’ 

large dolls. The high-
quality customizable 

wood dollhouse 
holds prized 

furniture, clothing 
and accessory items.

“The Hospice House 
became a second home 

to our family.”

It meant so much to Danny to go through the 

front door of the Hospice House, like you are 

entering a home. And in his six weeks there, it 

did become a second home to our family. A 

week before he died we took Danny outside to 

enjoy the sunshine and warm weather. The ducks 

and birds, the pond — he was in his element. I 

wish I could describe the overwhelming feeling 

of peace we experienced. It was one of the best 

days we’ve ever had as a couple. 

November is National Home Care and Hospice Month 
Recognizing our sta�  and volunteers 

for their dedication throughout the year

baptistonline.org |  901-767-6767



Young Professionals

Why did you decide to move to Memphis?
Aviva: Yoni and I never planned on returning to 
Memphis. We were living in Baltimore, near my 
family and were very happy there. One day, Yoni’s 
mother, Debbie Freiden, called us to tell us about a job 
opportunity for Yoni at the Memphis Jewish Home. 
Yoni came to Memphis and immediately knew that he 
wanted to return home and take the job.
Yoni: I always wanted to move back to Memphis as 
it has so much to offer young Jewish professionals. I 
told Aviva that when we dated. Affordable housing, 
good kosher food, great schools and amazing 
synagogues are just a few reasons why I wanted to 
live here. Not to mention the free babysitting from 
my parents! When I got the job offer, we jumped 
at the opportunity to move. Six years later, I think 
Aviva is convinced now.

You are part of one of Memphis’ largest 
families. Tell us about them. 
Aviva: I was born and raised in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, the middle child of three girls. My 
entire family still lives in Maryland, – five 
minutes from each other, which makes it hard at 
times to be so far away. I guess that is what I get 
for marrying a Memphian! I am very thankful that 
I did, since he is a wonderful man, and we have a 
very special family together. I am the most proud 
of being the mother of Benny and Dahlia.
Yoni: I was born and raised in Memphis, but also 
lived in Israel, Los Angeles, Baltimore and New 
York. I have four wonderful and nice (on occasion) 
younger sisters. My parents, Hugh and Debbie, 
were strict because they cared about and loved us 
so much. My grandparents, Bernard and Noreen 
Freiden were founders of this community. My 
other grandparents, Al Richter and Pesha Gordon, 
moved to Israel and were also community leaders 
and great role models. Almost the entire Freiden 
family is in Memphis. Benny, in kindergarten 
at MHA, is a future basketball ALL-STAR, loves 
to learn Torah at Parent Child Learning, and is 
drop-dead hilarious! Dahlia attends the Barbara 
K. Lipman Early Childhood Center and is a shy 
princess but is much smarter than her dad! My 
wife is the greatest and most beautiful person 
ever, and I thank her for letting me be 
involved in so many organizations and extra-
curricular activities.

Why did you want to be involved in the Jewish 
community and Memphis Jewish Federation?
Aviva: The beauty of living in Memphis is that 
there are so many opportunities for people of 
all ages to get involved. Yoni and I believe that 

it is important to give back to our community; 
therefore, we decided to jump in full force. We 
look forward to being active members of the 
Memphis Jewish community for many years 
to come. Memphis Jewish Federation is the 
central agency that assists all the other Jewish 
organizations in town, and we feel it is important 
to support it.
Yoni: Our older generations sacrificed so much 
for us younger folks to enjoy the community the 
way it is now. They worked hard, dedicated so 
much time, and gave their many resources for 
us to thrive here. After observing their efforts, 
we were truly inspired. Now is our time to 
inspire others.

How did you get involved with the 
Federation?
Aviva: I was asked to serve on the YAD (Young 
Adult Division) Casino Night planning committee 
last year. It was a wonderful way for us to get 
involved and look forward to helping out with 
this year’s event on January 11. I also joined the 
Holocaust Memorial Committee as the first, 
third-generation member and am proud to spread 
my family’s mission of never forgetting.
Yoni: I joined the board this year after many years 
of involvement. I remember when Federation’s 
Lemsky Fund helped me go to Israel for a summer. 
Aviva and I think Federation is extremely important 
and want to use our talents and resources to help it 
continue to succeed in its mission.

How do you juggle your leadership roles in 
your professional and community work? 
Aviva: I am vice president of MHA’s PTA; 
therefore, my job and leadership role at MHA is 
very intertwined. It definitely makes life a lot 
easier! Plus, since Benny is in kindergarten there, 
it is a blessing being in the building with him!
Yoni: It is very tough. The West Clinic encourages 
their employees to be involved in community 
functions. I am currently on five community 
boards, making it challenging at times, but I value 
both my professional life and community work; 
therefore, I occasionally sacrifice my sleep. I was 
once told that there is plenty of time to sleep in 
the next world!

How would you like to leave your 
footprint on YAD and the Memphis Jewish 
community? 
Aviva: YAD is a wonderful way to be involved. 
I hope to motivate more people to attend YAD 
events, so they may meet people with whom they 

may have never crossed paths.
Yoni: YAD brings together all young Jewish 
professionals from different backgrounds. I 
would like to help organize and participate in 
more events. The most important organization 
is one that inspires young adults to get involved 
in the Jewish community – we are the future of 
Memphis after all!

What is your view of Jewish Memphis?
Aviva: We are very unique. No matter which 
synagogue or school you are affiliated with, everyone 
gets along and respects one another. I have never 
lived in place like this. It is truly very special.
Yoni: It is a great place with many leadership 
opportunities. Many of our friends in other 
communities aren’t involved like Aviva and 
I are here. Our community needs EVERYONE 
to participate for it to be successful. It is 
great working with Jews of all different 
backgrounds, which you don’t often see in other 
Jewish communities across the globe.

What would you tell people thinking about 
making the move to Memphis?
Aviva: Memphis is a wonderful and affordable 
place to raise a family. Life in Memphis is much 
more relaxing. Plus, it has everything you need to 
live a Jewish lifestyle.
Yoni: It is the best place to raise your children. 
It is VERY affordable compared to other Jewish 
communities. There are extra-curricular 
opportunities for people of all ages, from children 
to adults. There is always something fun going 
on! Memphis is also a place where you can spend 
more time with your family, and less time in the 
rush hour traffic!

What is your favorite (Jewish) childhood 
memory?
Aviva: Sitting at my Passover seder with my 
extended family. I have a small extended 
family and we would only get together once 
a year. It was a wonderful feeling sitting at 
the table with three generations of Jacobs/
Felbermans, especially since all four of my 

Young Professionals: 
Meet Aviva and Yoni Freiden
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Yoni Freiden grew up in Memphis, but after graduating high school he moved to 
Maryland for college where he met his wife, Aviva. When a great job opportunity 
became available in Memphis, they decided it was time to make the move. Now 
Aviva and Yoni are active members of the Memphis Jewish community, serving on 
a combined seven community boards and raising their two children, Benny (6) and 
Dahlia (2). Aviva works in the office at Margolin Hebrew Academy (MHA) and Yoni is 
in the Quality Department at The West Clinic.

|  By Stacy Wagerman  |



Young Professionals

WE ARE FEDERATION

www.memjfed.org

We are dedicated to perpetuating Jewish values by taking care of others, educating young 
people and involving them in Jewish life. Why? Because if we don’t, who will? We identify the 
issues facing our community and address them with our partners. For us, it’s what being 
Jewish feels like. Together, we will do that because we are Federation.

Your gift makes a difference. Give generously!

grandparents are Holocaust survivors.
Yoni: My bar mitzvah at Baron Hirsch (when my 
speech was over), long hiking trips with my Zeyda 
and Dad, and my parents coming home from the 
hospital each time with another sister (wait – 
were these favorite memories?)

What is your favorite Memphis memory?
Aviva: Giving birth to our daughter Dahlia (our 
son Benny was born in Baltimore).
Yoni: Attending Penny Hardaway’s Memphis 
Tigers Games, fi eld trips at the Margolin Hebrew 
Academy, winning the BBYO Basketball League 
Championship in 1999-2000, my engagement 
party weekend, Cardinals Kiddush at Baron 
Hirsch after winning the World Series in 2011, (oh 
yeah I forgot - Dahlia’s birth)!

Favorite Places in Memphis?
Aviva: Margolin Hebrew Academy, Barbara K. 
Lipman Early Childhood Center, MJCC and the 
Orpheum Theater.
Yoni: Memphis Jewish Home Deli, Fedex Forum, 
Beale Street, MJCC, Margolin Hebrew Academy, 
Young Israel, Baron Hirsch, Barbara K. Lipman 
Early Childhood Center, Graceland, and I almost 
forgot, Kroger!

Favorite Activities?
Aviva: I love hanging out with my family and 
friends, cooking and working out at the MJCC.
Yoni: Yes, being with our family! Learning 
Torah with the great Rabbis here, coaching my 
son’s sports teams, organizing and attending 
young professional events, playing in JCC 
Leagues, playing pickup basketball, attending 

and watching Tigers/Grizzlies/Cardinals/Titans 
games, eating at the Memphis Jewish Home Deli, 
attending ASBEE’s Kosher BBQ Contest!

What do you wish everyone knew about 
Memphis Jewish Federation and the 
Memphis Jewish community?
Aviva: Memphis Jewish Federation serves as 
the central supporting agency for the Memphis 
Jewish community. They assist all the local Jewish 
organizations. Each and every one of us directly or 
indirectly benefi ts from MJF; therefore, it is important 

to physically and/or fi nancially get involved.
Yoni: I wish that people would look beyond 
the politics and see what a great community 
we have. Memphis is a very small Jewish 
community, but at the same time a very loud 
and powerful one. If everyone just directed 
their attention to our accomplishments and 
avoided focusing on our defi ciencies, we would 
strive to even greater heights. Just know that 
we are all in this TOGETHER!
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This year’s Temple a Go-Go party will have an international 
fl air including cuisines from around the world.

The biannual fundraising event brings together hundreds 
of members and friends of Temple for a fun-fi lled night 
featuring silent and live auctions, a cocktail buff et, live 
music and libations.

“Proceeds from the Go-Go help ensure that vital 
programming will be available to all Temple members,” 
said Susan Labovitz, co-chair of the event. Co-chair 
Jan Stein adds, “Bridging the funding gap to provide 
education, religious services and spiritual guidance for 
all Temple families is crucial.”

“Temple is such a force for goodness for thousands of 
people in the Jewish community and greater Memphis,” said 
Rabbi Micah Greenstein. “Temple a Go-Go is a fun way of 
funding quiet confi dential assistance for anyone in need of the 
sanctuary, support and spiritual direction Temple provides.”

The band Miles to Marston, featuring Memphians Ari Zelig 
and Daniel Novick, will perform. The two formed the band 
in 2005 and released their fi rst studio album, Beautiful 
Mess, in 2008. Zelig and Novick both have a strong 
passion for songwriting. Their debut album was 
recorded in Memphis, Nashville and Atlanta. Zelig 
also recorded a solo album entitled “Face First.” While 
attending medical school in Tel Aviv, he performed in 
venues across Israel. In May 2012, Zelig moved to New 
York for his residency in pediatrics. Miles to Marston is 
currently working on their sophomore album, and Zelig 
performs frequently throughout New York.

The two auctions include a wide variety of items up for bid– 
some large, some small and some one-of-a-kind.

Temple a Go-Go will begin at 6:30 pm on Saturday, 
November 16, at Temple Israel, 1376 East Massey Road. 
Attendees must be 21 or older to attend.

To buy tickets or learn 
more about the event, call 
901.761.3130 or visit http://
www.timemphis.org, or 
stop by the welcome desk 
at Temple Israel. Tickets 
are $60 a person through 
November 1, and $75 each if 
purchased later.

The event is sponsored by numerous Temple members 
and area businesses and chaired by a dedicated 
committee of volunteers.

Temple a Go-Go 
Goes International
Dinner, Music, and Auctions with proceeds to 
help fund vital programming By Arlene Goldner
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Daniel 
Novick

Temple a Go-
Go encouraged 
bidding on the 

silent auction items 
by announcing 

when tables were 
closing.

Ari 
Zelig

Carol Yaff e, 
Gayle Woloshin

and Peggy Goodman
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Arlene Goldner is the Director of Media 
Services at archer>malmo, a marketing 
communications fi rm. She also serves on 
Temple Israel’s board of trustees. She and 
her husband, Ron, live in East Memphis.
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How do you teach kids the Jewish values 
of tzedakah and tikkun olam? Houses for 
Change®, an award-winning arts and crafts 
project, does just that. Using art supplies, 
children create their own unique tzedakah box 
that looks like a house. Participants take their boxes 
home, fill them with change and then bring the money 
they saved back to their congregation for a communal donation to any 
homeless organization, food bank or related charity of their choice.

Houses for Change teaches children to put their Jewish values into action. Since 
its launch in 2010, more than 29,000 kids nationwide have raised more than 
$400,000 for homeless charities in the Houses for Change collection boxes they 
have made. Inspired by the tradition of the tzedakah box, Houses for Change 
has universal appeal. The boxes have been used at community service days and 
birthday parties as piggy banks; at churches as Advent, Lenten and collection 
boxes; and of course at synagogues as tzedakah boxes. They have also been used 
as Mishloach Manot boxes, and then reused by recipients as tzedakah boxes to 
fulfill the Purim mitzvah of giving charity.

Houses for Change is not just for kids. Boca Raton Judaic artist Jackie Olenick won 
first prize in a juried competition, The Art of Giving: Tzedakah Boxes as Objects 
of Art, at the Rosen Gallery of the Jewish Community Center in Boca Raton. Her 
Houses for Change tzedakah box is a multi-media collage showing a different 
seasonal landscape on each of the four sides. The night sky is adorned with the 
Hebrew words from Kohellet (Ecc. 3:1), “For Everything There is a Season and 
Time for Every Purpose Under Heaven.” As Jackie said about her creation, “These 
words mean that it is always the time and the season to give tzedakah.”

To learn more and to order the inexpensive undecorated cardboard boxes, visit 
www.familypromise.org/housesforchange and watch the CBS-12 news video 
there about the project at B’nai Torah Congregation in Boca Raton, Florida, where 
Houses for Change was pioneered.

To see more of Jackie’s art, visit http://www.
jackieolenickart.com/

Houses for 
Change
By Mark Wasserman

Proud Houses 
for Change 
tzedakah 
box makers 
at Jewish 
Federation of 
South Palm 
Beach County.

Boca Raton retiree Mark Wasserman volunteers 
at a shelter that helps homeless families. That 
experience inspired him to create the Houses 
for Change tzedakah box project for kids with 
homes to help kids without.
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Tikkun Olam Nicaragua is not your ordinary 
medical mission organization. They are an 
inter-faith medical team, with a Jewish ‘twist.’ 
The group sends clinicians to remote, rural areas 
of Nicaragua where health care is not readily 
accessible. They set up primary care clinics in 
small pueblos that the Nicaraguan Ministry of 
Health has identified as communities in dire need 
of medical care. The hundreds of patients who 
come to the clinic may walk for hours or arrive 
on horseback. Some patients have never received 
medical care. All members of the medical team 
are volunteers and come from different religious 
backgrounds – whether Jewish, Lutheran, 
Christian or Baptist, they all share a common 
bond: to make the world a better place.

There is no charge for the services, nor 
do they charge for any of the supplies or 
medications that are dispensed. Donated funds 
and group-raised funds cover these costs.

Approximately 800-1200 patients are seen 
during each mission trip and approximately 3,250 
prescriptions are filled during the four clinic days.

What makes Tikkun Olam Nicaragua 
extraordinary is, that besides medically treating 
the poor and needy of Nicaragua, they are also 
building bridges to help strengthen the local 
Jewish community.

Jews in Nicaragua?
The Jewish presence in Nicaragua was once a 

thriving community of more than 250 families. 
By the late 1990s, most Jews had fled the country 
leaving the current Jewish community of 30-50 
individuals without a rabbi or synagogue. Rabbi 
Aaron Rubinstein, formerly from Memphis, 
Tenn., and now at Congregation Shaarey Israel 
in Macon, Georgia, serves as Tikkun Olam 

Nicaragua’s spiritual director. Tikkun Olam 
Nicaragua team members met with the Jewish 
community in Managua and Granada for the 
first time in 2012. Sharing Shabbat meals, 
chanting from the Torah and meeting in the 
Managua cemetery to say mourner’s kaddish for 
departed loved ones, Tikkun Olam Nicaragua has 
successfully created a spiritual relationship, one 
they will continue to nurture.

In February of 2014, the team will continue 
their Shabbat visits with their Jewish friends and 
are visiting the town of Matagalpa and saying 
mourner’s kaddish at the gravesite of a fallen 
hero, a Jewish man by the name of Ben Linder. 
Ben Linder, a U.S. citizen and engineer, spent his 
young adult years trying to bring electricity to a 
small village of El Cua. Murdered in 1987 while 
trying to save the small electrical plant, he was the 
only American killed by the Contras. Ben Linder’s 
death catalyzed the exposure of the Iran-Contra 
affair of the Reagan administration. A Nicaraguan 
icon, his bravery and selflessness are taught to all 
Nicaraguan children in schools today.

The team will also be traveling to the volcanic 
island of Ometepe to meet Mr. Moises David 
Ghitis Rivera. His grandfather was the rabbi for 
the synagogue that was destroyed in Managua in 
1978 during the civil revolution. Mr. Ghitis Rivera 
has been saving the weathered and tattered 
tallis, prayer book and kippah from his beloved 
grandfather. The team will bring him teffilin and 
Rabbi Rubinstein will instruct him on its daily 
use. This will be a mitzvah for all.

Rewarding in so many ways, Tikkun Olam 
Nicaragua not only travels to rural pueblos and 
treats the sick with much needed medications 
and supplies, but they also help unite the Jewish 

community with their mitzvot. The home base 
for Tikkun Olam Nicaragua is at a children’s 
orphanage where they provide clothing, formula 
and other items that are deemed urgent by the 
orphanage’s director.

Even when based in Granada for an “R and R” 
day, the host hotel is a non-profit that returns 
any profits to a local community school. Tikkun 
Olam Nicaragua truly is repairing the world in all 
that they do.

Want to be part of the solution?
Tikkun Olam Nicaragua is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit charitable organization based in Memphis, 
Tenn. Their medical team travels to Nicaragua 
annually. If you would like to make a donation 
to help purchase medicine, supplies and basic 
needs for the orphanage, you can visit www.
tikkunolamnicaragua.com. All donations are 
tax-deductible as allowed by law. For more 
information about Tikkun Olam Nicaragua and/
or if you are interested in joining a future trip, 
please contact Patresha Mandel at: tresha@
tikkunolamnicaragua.com.

Mission to Nicaragua 
Builds Communal Bridges 
Medically and Spiritually
By Patresha Mandel
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Tikkun Olam Nicaragua Team February 2013

Iris Bailey, MD of Memphis, TN

Dr. Amy Hertz, the Medical Director of 
Tikkun Olam NIcaragua. She is a Pediatric 
Emergency Room physician at LeBonheur 
Hospital in Memphis, TN. 
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Screened, Bonded & Insured
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Fall and winter are times for family 
gatherings, enjoying friends and 
entertaining. For dinner parties, 
nothing is quite as much fun and 
conversation inducing as opening an 
oversized bottle of wine. By oversized, 
I mean a bottle equal to two or more 
standard size bottles.

Since evolving from a carafe shape 
in the early 1700s, bottles have 
become primarily elongated with 
straight sides, a result of learning 
that most wines improve with some 
‘laying down’ or aging. For several 
centuries, bottle shape and capacity 
were determined by the local maker. 
Over time, trade created some 
standardization. And, as bottle-
making techniques improved, sizes 
also changed, with bigger bottles 
becoming stronger. Today a standard 
U.S. and European wine bottle has a 
capacity of 750 milliliters. Anything 
larger is considered ‘oversized.’

Oversized bottles begin with 
a magnum or 1.5 liters. A double 
magnum is the equivalent of 4 bottles 
or 3 liters. From here the terminology 
for bottle sizes reverts to local 
custom. For example, in Bordeaux 
and the U.S., a ‘jeroboam’ is 4.5 liters, 
and an ‘imperial’ is 6 liters or the 
equivalent of 8 standard bottles. But 
in Champagne a ‘jeroboam’ it is just 
3 liters, a ‘rehoboam‘ holds 6 bottles 
and a ‘methuselah’ holds 8 bottles. 

Champagne producers utilize 
even larger bottles with intriguing 
biblical names such as ‘salmanazar’, 
‘balthazar’ and ‘nebuchadnezzar.’ 
Today, the largest bottle occasionally 
encountered is 18 liters and called 
a ‘melichor,’ a true party size of 24 
standard bottles.

As the large bottles do not lend 
themselves to regular bottling lines, 
they are special production items and 
are fi lled and labeled by hand. Large 
format bottles are usually available 
in limited quantities, often as special 
orders from the wineries themselves. 
Due to the added labor and expense 
of the bottle, there is often an up-
charge for large bottles compared to 
the same quantity of wine in regular 
bottle formats.

So, if you open and serve a large-
format bottle of wine, what do you 
do with the empty? My suggestion 
is to have it converted to a lamp. In 
Memphis, The Lamp Shade House 
on Summer Avenue at Mendenhall 
has converted many a wine bottle to 
lamps – from 3 liters to 5 liters, to 
6 liter bottles. For your author, the 
most interesting of standard size 
bottles have been a 1949 Richebourg, 
the contents of which represented 
my birth year and may be the most 
ethereal wine I have drunk, a 1957 
Domaine Romanee-Conti ‘La Tache,’ 
and others that have been the fi rst 
bottles shared when my children came 
of age and that now grace their own 
desks and tables.

Visit Great Wines & Spirits or your 
local wine specialty store to check out 
‘big bottles.’

Combine Party Time 
with Practicality

|  By Gary Burhop  |

Gary Burhop owns Great Wines & 
Spirits located at 6150 Poplar Avenue in 
Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 
38119 and invites your 
questions and patronage. 
Contact him at 901.682.1333 
or garyburhop@
greatwinesmemphis.com
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On The Sidelines

In other words, it’s not necessarily what you 
know but whom you know.

Not to minimize the value of an education 
– Shiffman’s got a lot on the ball – pardon 
the pun. He’s graduated with degrees from 
Marquette and Indiana, passed the bar in 
Tennessee and worked for a couple of NBA 
teams. But it may have been his drive at 
networking that put him over the top. He owes a 
bit of gratitude to Josh Pastner and Chris Wallace 
for recommending him to his boss.

“I’m very fortunate to have had them both 
on my side,” said Shiffman. The two contacted 
Priority Sports & Entertainment Founder and 
CEO Mark Bartelstein last year on his behalf. He 
even received a referral from an NBA general 

manager who passed him over for a job. “It just 
shows you how strong networking can be.”

For all that hard work he’ll soon celebrate 
his sixth month as the director of basketball 
operations for the agency based out of LA and 
Chicago. Not bad for a job he once considered 
as Plan B. “Everything I did was always geared 
towards working for an NBA team,” said 
Shiffman. “I never thought of working for an 
agency as a full-time career.”

Now he feels fortunate that his efforts moved 
him in that direction. “On my worse day at work 
I can pick up the phone and talk to a professional 
athlete,” he said. “That’s pretty humbling. Those 
are the days when I kind of pinch myself.”

Also overwhelming for the former Memphian 
was a recent recruiting trip. “I never thought 
that I would have the opportunity to go to 
Australia to watch basketball!” he exclaimed. 
But there he was thousands of miles away 
watching a player who he expects will enter the 
NBA within the next year or two. “Whenever he 
enters, he’ll be a high pick.”

Communication is the one of the keys to 
their business – a key that he hopes leads the 
agency to a larger presence in the Aussie market. 
Priority Sports now represents up to 90 athletes 
– split evenly between America and overseas.

“Europe has become a huge market,” said 
Shiffman. “We’ve had players who have turned 
down NBA deals because it’s either more 

lucrative or they just enjoy playing there.”
That’s why Shiffman’s job never seems to 

stop. “I might get a call from a player in Italy 
at 3 p.m. his time telling me that his electricity 
went off and he needs help because no one there 
speaks English,” he said. “There are so many 
things people don’t think of that we handle.”

While Priority Sports represents both 
football and basketball players, Shiffman’s 
responsibilities center on the NBA and overseas 
basketball markets. “My focus is on the NBA in 
general, keeping tabs on any injuries, players 
who have been waived or traded, and then 
whether we can get our free agents signed in 
those spots,” he said.

It helps to have passion for any job, and his 
has seemingly come full circle. Shiffman sees 
his childhood heroes differently than before 
when, as a fan, his attention was centered on 
photos and autographs.

His “Walk of Fame” at parents Stephen 
and Lynda Shiffman’s house in Memphis, 
includes photos of himself with Yogi Berra, 
Ted Williams, Joe DiMaggio, Hank Aaron and 
Mickey Mantle, but his more recent collection 
has star appeal, too.

He’s kept contact with Shane Battier through 
his playing time with the Grizzlies, Miami 
and Houston, but his relationship with Brian 
Cardinal has benefited him both socially and 
professionally. “We’re both fans of the Dave 
Mathews Band,” said Shiffman. “So I would 
make him copies of various shows I went to, and 
we would talk back and forth and see each other 
when I came home.”

Later he found out that Priority Sports 
represented Cardinal and that the player spoke 
highly of him to his boss. “It blows me away to 
think how some relationships I’ve had in the past 
have played a role in my current job,” he said.

It’s his past as video coordinator and 
statistical strategist for the University of 
Memphis Tigers that made him invaluable to 
Priority Sports. “I think one thing that sets me 
apart in my firm is the ability that we now have 
with the video side of basketball,” commented 
Shiffman. “Before I started they really didn’t 
have a guy on the staff with this background. 
Now we can create highlight tapes for our guys 
to break down game film and give them a report 
of how they’re playing.

“In the NBA you don’t get the individual 
attention that you get in college,” he explained, 
so it helps to have an agent who provides that.

“Another thing that sets us apart is 
that everyone on our staff has a different 
background,” he continued. “My background is 
legal, but some have played and coached college, 
while others have played overseas or have an 
economics background. We can cover any area 
that you might think would come up in the day-
to-day business of an agency.”

Dream Career Offers Sports 
Fan Enthusiast Chance of
a Lifetime By Mark Hayden

There’s nothing-old school about Andy Shiffman. Today’s tough economy 
calls for more than just a resume to land a job. It requires networking – 
building relationships that might lead to that dream career.

Mark Hayden has been a frustrated 
athlete almost all his life. If you 
know of any untold stories out 
there, let me know. Any comments 
or suggestions are welcome at 
marktn58@aol.com.
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Andy Shiffman 
(right) with James 

Southerland of the 
Charlotte Bobcats



PLOUGH TOWERS
901.767.1910 

 6580 Poplar Ave., 38138

•  Safe, affordable 
senior housing

•  Next door to the 
Jewish Community 
Center

•  Close to Memphis-
area synagogues

•  Kosher noon meal  
5 days a week

•  Activities program

•  16-passenger  
accessible bus  
with a lift

•  Housekeeping grant
•  Exercise room
•  Beauty shop
•  Computer center
•  Library
•  Convenience store
•  Volunteer program

Plough Towers is proud to Honor and Recognize all of our  
Father’s on Father’s Day.  You are all an inspiration and we wish 
you all the best on your Special Day.  Plough Towers is a great 
place to live and we love having you here. 

From all of us at Plough Towers - Happy Father’s Day!

For more information, contact Plough Towers at (901) 767-1910
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MORE REASONS TO STAY®

One for you, one for the kids. 
You’re welcome. 
When you stay with Embassy Suites, you get more. Like a 
spacious two-room suite, complimentary drinks at our 
evening Manager’s Reception* and free cooked-to-order 
breakfast. It all adds up to more reasons to stay. 

 

For reservations, call 901.684.1777 or visit memphis.embassysuites.com. 
Offer subject to availability; date restrictions and length-of-stay requirements may apply. *Service of alcoholic beverages subject 
to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age. ™ indicates a trademark of Hilton Worldwide. ©2011 Hilton Worldwide. 

Brontë General Manager Dan Souder with
First Class Linen Route Salesman George McClanton

and Sales Manager James Teat

901.969.0121 w 601.899.9206 w 888.619.9482
Owned and Operated by the Rubinsky Family

Photo by Sylvia Feldbaum

www.firstclasslinen.com
Owned and Operated by the Rubinsky Family

North Mississippi / Memphis

901.969.0121
Jackson

601.899.9206



Orthopaedic care in 
the Express Lane

Start with OrthoStat.®
For sprains, fractures, injured muscles, 
bones, and joints, see an orthopaedic 

specialist at OrthoStat.

A division of MSK Group, PC

6286 Briarcrest Avenue  I  Memphis, TN 38120  I  OrthoMemphis 901.259.1600
orthomemphis.com

A division of MSK Group, P.C.

Walk-ins Welcome
Mon-Thurs: 8am-8pm

Fri: 8am-5pm
901.261.STAT (7828)


