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Memphis Jewish Federation is helping individuals and others affected by the recession get back 
on their feet by supporting innovative new programs that restore both dignity and opportunity. It’s 
a successful strategy we apply to every issue we tackle. Whether feeding the hungry, responding to 
natural disasters or supporting local Jewish education, together we do a world of good.
Donate. Volunteer. Make a difference today.

To make your 2012 Annual Community Campaign gift and make a difference today,
visit www.memjfed.org or call 901-767-7100. facebook.com/memphisjewishfederation

Many in our community 
are out of work and out
of hope. Thanks to donors 
like you, he
isn’t one
of them.
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Publisher/Editor
From the

Dear JS Readers,

It is sometimes hard to imagine that by the time 
we go to print the season may have already 
changed. So even though it has been scorching 
throughout production of this Annual Guide 
to Jewish Arkansas/Mississippi/Tennessee and 
Senior Living issue, this morning it actually felt 
a little cool on the patio. Lucky for me – and you 
if you enjoy flowers – for the first time since they 
have been planting sunflowers at the Memphis 
Agricenter, Larry and I stopped to take photos 
while the plants were still standing tall. I’ll post 
others on Facebook and on our Web site.

I am so excited to announce the launch 
of our NEW and improved Web site. www.
jewishscenemagazine.com gives readers the ability 
to comment about and share articles and photos 
with family and friends through Facebook, Twitter 
and other social media. Each article and BE 
SCENE section will include more photos than we 
could ever share in print.

The site also has a search function. By year-end, 
I hope to post every recipe that we have featured 
during the five years Jewish Scene has been in print.

If you would like to share a favorite holiday recipe, 
please email susan@jewishscenemagazine.com and 
we will test and post them for others to try.

The High Holy days are just around the 
corner, and I have a lot to be thankful for this 
year. Although our year did not begin as planned, 
Larry and I are recovering from our February car 
accident, and although things will never be quite 
“normal,” we are trying to resume a normal life.

This year I actually took advantage of a “senior” 
menu discount! Since our accident I find myself 
thinking about our future and the likelihood of 
needing senior services at some point. I’ll spend even 
more time with vendors at the 10th Annual Jewish 
Family Service Senior Resource Fair at the MJCC 
on Sunday, Oct. 30. It has been my pleasure to work 
with the committee for the past eight years, especially 
JFS executive director Bob Silver, who will soon be 
retiring. The fair is open from noon to 4 p.m.

Being a senior has many benefits like long 
lunches with old friends and new. Check Out 
to Lunch on page 12 to see how some retired 
gentlemen spend their carefree days.

Beth Israel Congregation in Jackson, Miss., 
celebrates its 150th anniversary on the weekend 
of Sept. 16-19. Read more about the festivities on 
page 34.

The 2011 Annual Guide features Jewish education 
opportunities and new programs (page 15) and 
listings of all known Jewish-related institutions in the 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee area. If we have left 
you out please let us know. We will fix it online and in 
our 2012 issue next September.

Please visit www.jewishscenemagazine.com to see 
weekly stories, photos and more! Then share them with 
your friends and family. We’d love your feedback!

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor

FROM THE EDITOR

Your Home for Southern Hospitality
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But it wasn’t as easy as it sounds. Phyllis had 
a few stipulations; most importantly, it had to 
have a lot of windows and an area outside to 
garden. Phyllis’ fourth floor patio container 
garden can put some people’s yards to shame. 
“When I saw this corner unit, I knew it was 
perfect,” she said. The expansive windows 
sweep across the entire living room/dining 
room area.

“Friends always comment about what is in the 
garden when they drive past our building,” 
said Phyllis, whose plants have won several 
awards at the State Fair. The president of 
the American Horticultural Society also 
recognized her booth as the best assortment of 
unusual plants.

And while her patio garden looks luscious 
and inviting, it was quite an adjustment for 
the woman whose last several homes featured 
sprawling gardens with quiet resting spots, a 
greenhouse for exotic flowers and even a koi 
pond. Now she waters her garden from a water 

hose that she keeps hidden under the bar. 
Some of her secrets of maintaining a perfect 
garden are never be afraid to cut things back, 
they will grow back, and throw away old plants 
that look bad.

Phyllis not only downsized her gardens, 
but throughout their 47-year marriage the 
couple had collected numerous traditional 
and Asian pieces. “When we moved here 
we knew that we would have to get rid of 
everything,” said Phyllis. 

“Our friends wondered what we were going 
to do with all our stuff,” as she called it. “We 
weren’t going to store it, we didn’t want 
to do that to our children. So we told the 
kids to come take what they wanted now 
or it was gone.” They practically gave away 
pieces that no one wanted including an 
Ethan Allen breakfront.

They measured every wall before bringing 
the furniture up the building’s small interior 

Small Space DoeSn’t
Hamper Happy GarDener
By Susan c. nieman

HOME & GARDEN

After several moves and current downsizing, Phyllis and Stanley Frank of 
Nashville may have settled into the perfect retirement condominium.

“ Friends always 
comment about what is 
in the garden when they 
drive by our building.”

Phyllis	Frank	relaxes	in	
her	patio	garden.
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singularbeauty

A kitchen as uniquely bold 

and beautiful as its owner. 

Designed by us to realize her 

vision. You won’t find another 

kitchen like this anywhere. 

Because there’s no one else 

quite like her: sleek, artistic, 

singularly stylish.

Visit the Kitchens Unlimited 

website to see the before and 

after. Then visit our showroom 

and discover just how uniquely 

“you” your kitchen can be.

3550 summer ave., memphis, tn 38122         p 901.458.2638          KitchensUnlimited.net

since 1969

HOME & GARDEN
elevator. Instead of buying anything new 
for the apartment, they used what they had 
in creative ways. “We needed a mirror to 
go over the bar,” said Phyllis. “Someone 
suggested turning a mirror that we weren’t 
going to use vertically. It fit perfectly.” They 
also angled the breakfront, something they 
never even thought of before.

Living in a more confined space has its 
challenges, but Phyllis and Frank have 
learned that there is a place for everything 
and everything stays in its place.

Although Phyllis’ garden doesn’t produce 
the amount of flowers she was accustomed 
to sharing, she does occasionally stop at the 
market to by bunches of daffodils to share 
with friends.

In addition to gardening and digital 
photography, which she discovered 
about 10 years ago, Phyllis has also 
made a career of helping others. She 
has held leadership positions within 
the Jewish and secular communities 
and has been recognized for her 
community service by the Nashville 
City Civitan Club. “I like to do 
something extra for my neighbors,” 
she said. “It makes them happy.”

Window	boxes	along	the	living	room	window	
bring	in	the	outdoors

Whimsical	sculptures	add	interest	to	
the	patio	garden
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Debbie Rosenthal, Independent CruiseOne Specialist, is your “one-stop shop” in Memphis for the 
best in leisure, corporate and incentive cruises and specialized land vacations.  

1.800.278.3005  •  901.682.5600 • www.CruiseOne.com/drosenthal
Blog: rosenthalcrewcruising@blogspot.com

CRUISEONE
#1 In Cruising, Nationwide

®

Seabourn’s award-winning fleet of six intimate, 
all-suite ships offer an unprecedented array of 
voyages.  Sailing to the world’s most desirable 
destinations at their peak seasons, cruises of 
seven days to World Cruises of over 100 days 
will visit hundreds of ports including marquee 
cities, lesser-known yachting harbors and 
hideaways. Remarkable all-inclusive fares offer 
tremendous value for one of the world’s finest 
travel experiences.

 From Norway’s North Cape to the czarist 
palaces of the Black Sea coast, the line’s ships will 
explore 165 different destinations among the 
continent’s landmark cities, historic sites and natural 
splendors on cruises of seven to 19 days.

Following its maiden World Cruise in early 
2012, the 450-guest Seabourn Quest will 
offer cruisers an extended April-to-November 
season of voyages exploring the whole expanse 
of the Mediterranean Sea. Appealing seven-day 
cruises between Venice, Athens, Istanbul, Rome 
and Barcelona are easily combinable into longer 
voyages with different ports and extra savings. 
A trio of longer Holy Land cruises in May, 
September and November combine ports in 
Israel with the antiquities of the Turkish Aegean 
coast, Cyprus, Crete, Rhodes and more.

Also concentrating on the Mediterranean, 
Seabourn Odyssey’s seven-day voyages sail 
east from Venice to Athens and Istanbul calling 
on the gorgeous Greek Isles, the scenic coast of 
Turkey and, on a couple of occasions, into the 
Black Sea. Odyssey’s weeklong voyages are also 
combinable for more variety and extra savings.

The French and Italian Riviera islands and 
yacht harbors of the Western Mediterranean 
provide a wealth of fascinating ports to explore, 
and the 208-guest Seabourn Legend takes full 
advantage of that fact by sailing two different 10-
day itineraries between Rome (Civitavecchia) 
and Monte Carlo that include overnight stays in 
Barcelona and Valletta, Malta, both of which have 
a celebrated nightlife.

Legend’s sister-ship Seabourn Spirit is offering 
a new 10-day itinerary sailing round-trip from 
Venice to the very best of the Adriatic coast 
including ravishing Kotor in Montenegro, the 
rustic, friendly Puglia region of Italy, the Dalmatian 
towns of Dubrovnik and Split in Croatia, plus 
Rovinj, the gem of Croatia’s northern Istria 
peninsula. The cruise also includes a Marina 
watersports day in Triluke Bay in high season and 
an overnight in incomparable Venice.

Summer cruises in Scandinavia, the Baltic and 
the Norwegian Fjords are immensely popular 
and for good reason. The baroque masterpieces 
of St. Petersburg form the multi-day centerpiece 
of cruises on both the 450-guest Seabourn 
Sojourn and the 208-guest Seabourn Pride.

 With Early Booking Savings up to 50%, cruises 
in Europe start at $2,599 per person based on 
double occupancy.  For details or to book your 
Seabourn cruise vacation, contact Debbie with 
CruiseOne at 901.682.5600 or visit us at www.
cruiseone.com/drosenthal. Book by Dec. 31, 
2011 to receive up to $200 onboard credit on 
any Seabourn sailing.

Seabourn is consistently ranked among the 
world’s top travel choices by professional critics 
and the discerning readers of prestigious travel 
publications such as Departures, Travel + Leisure 
and Condé Nast Traveler. Its stylish, distinctive 
cruising vacations are renowned for:

Intimate ships with just 104 or 225 suites

A Seabourn ship is like a private club where members 
share expansive open decks, inviting social spaces and the 
personalized attention of an exceptional crew.

Unique itineraries to must-see cities and hidden 
gems where larger ships cannot go

Each cruise is a hand-picked collection of fascinating places, 
and each day brings a new opportunity for authentic 
discovery – another chance to explore your world in a 
personal and meaningful way.

Intuitive, gracious service provided by a staff 
passionate about pleasing our guests

It is supremely relaxing to be looked after by thoughtful 
hosts, whose knack for anticipating what you might like 
borders on the clairvoyant.

Spacious, all-suite accommodations with sweeping 
ocean views — many with verandas

Seabourn suites are thoughtfully appointed and invitingly 
designed as homes-away-from-home with room to 
unwind or entertain.

Fine wines poured at lunch and dinner, and open 
bars throughout the ship

Meet and mingle with fellow guests in a carefree 
atmosphere, where no one has to pick up the tab.

All dining venues are complimentary — dine 
where, when and with whom you wish

From casual to elegant, indoors, al fresco or in your suite, a 
range of choices invite you to be spontaneous.

Gourmet dining experiences that rival the finest 
restaurants anywhere

From French fries to foie gras, every dish served on 
Seabourn receives the expert attention of highly skilled 
and imaginative chefs. The finest ingredients are selected 
with care, perfectly prepared to your order and served 
with pride.

Complimentary welcome champagne and in-suite 
bar stocked with your preferences 

Soft drinks, beer and mineral water, complete glassware 
and your favorite wines or spirits are ready for your 
enjoyment or for entertaining.

Tipping is neither required nor expected — 
service simply to delight you

Our award-winning staff is driven only by their sincere desire 
to please, and with a smile that comes from the heart.

“Our Seabourn cruise through the Norwegian fjords 
was nine days of relaxation and ease of travel. 
We found a smaller ship perfect for us because it 
provided a relaxed yet sociable atmosphere, and we 
were able to visit ports inaccessible to larger ships. 
The accommodations were extremely spacious, and 
the attentiveness of the staff was remarkable. We’re 
already trying to decide where to go next!”

- Elaine and Marc Stegman

Discover the
seabourn Difference

by Debbie rosenthal

TRAVEL: BY CRUISEONE



With the redevelopment of Clarksdale as a venue for blues music has 
come the opening of shops and art galleries in its once-abandoned 
downtown storefronts. Roger Stolle came to Clarksdale from Ohio via St. 
Louis in 2002, and opened Cat Head delta blues & folk art, inc. (www.
cathead.biz) where he sells real-deal blues CDs, DVDs, T-shirts and the 
local folk art that once decorated the juke joints where the bluesmen 
played. He also books musicians at the local clubs and is an excellent 
source of information as to what is going on musically around town. His 
new book, “Hidden History of Mississippi Blues,” with photographs by 
Lou Bopp, has just been published by the History Press. 

While the Cat Head was just about the only show in town, so to speak, 
when we first visited the Delta in 2004, the blues store has since been 
joined on Delta Avenue by the Foxtrot Pottery and Gordon Gallery. 
Nearby are Gimme Gumbo Gallery, Mag Pie Gifts & Art, Hambone Art 
and Music, which is also a Thursday night music venue and Lambfish 
Art Company.

Clarksdale is also the early childhood home of the great American 
playwright Tennessee Williams whose maternal grandfather, Walter F. 
Daiken,... Read more about Clarksdale and the 2011 Mississippi Literary 
Tour at www.jewishscenemagazine.com/miss-literary-tour. 

The Mississippi 
Delta Through 
Word, Song and Art
Continued from July/August 2011
Read the entire article at www.jewishscenemagazine.com
Story By Philippa Newfield and Phillip Gordon

TRAVEL

Newest Weave on
the Market

R. Mercer
Wicker N’ More

Largest Selection of Indoor/Outdoor Wicker and Rattan in the Mid-South

4 piece sets
starting at $499.95

includes love seat, 2 chairs and a 
coffee table available in black, white, 

chocolate (shown) sage green and tan. 
Matching pieces available.

5270 Hacks Cross Rd. Olive Branch, MS (20 minutes south of Germantown, TN, just south of Goodman Road)
662.890.5950

Door
Buster -
Rattan ottoman
and cushion $55

 NO PRICE
INCREASE

IN 5 YEARS!
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BESHERT

For five days each week—Monday through Friday—they met near their 
places of work early in the morning to pray. One day they stood in the 
alcove of a structure surrounded by tall, gray concrete and steel buildings, 
searching for another Jewish man. The nine men worked in the same 
place, and it was a convenient way to conform to their religious practice 
of morning prayers before beginning work. But today they needed a tenth 
man for a religious quorum in order to recite certain prayers.

They had almost given up the idea of finding another person when a 
stranger approached. “I will be glad to join you,” he said, “but I have a 
request. It is my father’s yahrzeit, the anniversary of his death, and in 
his memory I would like to lead the service.” They reluctantly agreed; 
however, the stranger was so slow in reading the Hebrew that several of 
the “regulars” became quite agitated. They were afraid they would be late 
for work unless the old man started moving at a faster speed. Suddenly 
they heard a tremendous crash nearby. 

It was September 11, 2001, and their workplace, the World Trade Center, 
had just been attacked. Had the stranger been able to read faster, they 
would have been inside the building.

How often does a good deed benefit the initiator as well as the one for whom it 
is intended— perhaps more often than we realize.

I first heard this story delivered in a public forum by Cantor Aryeh Samberg. 
He said he couldn’t vouch for its origin since he had heard it from someone 
else. Subsequently, unrelated individuals have repeated it with assurances 
of its validity.

Harry Samuels is a graduate of Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, and has 
devoted many years to volunteerism in Memphis, Tennessee. He and his wife, Flora, have 
been married for 50 years and are the parents of Martin, William and the 
late David Samuels. Proceeds from the sale of his books go to charity.

Beshert and Mr. Samuels newest book, Crossroads: Chance or 
Destiny? are available in Davis-Kidd Booksellers, Amazon.com and 
Iuniverse.com and the Memphis Jewish Community Center.

Jewish Family Service
Senior Resource Fair

10th
Annual

Sunday, October 30, 2011
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Memphis Jewish Community Center
6560 Poplar Ave.
Keynote Speaker panel begins at NOON
Barbara C. Radinsky, M.Ed.,LMFT, others TBA
License/Certification in Marriage and Family Therapy
Event is FREE and open to the public.
Vendors, Health Screenings, Flu Shots
Register for flu shots 901.761.0810

Presenting Sponsors
Joe and

Rita Green

Silver Sponsors Media Sponsors
Jewish Scene Magazine

The Best Times

To become a vendor or sponsor, contact William Samuels 901.767.8511

THE MORNING 
SERVICE

BESHERT : True Stories of Connection
A Monthly Selection from the book written by Harry Samuels

By Harry 
Samuels

The Jewish Family Service Senior Resource Fair at the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center celebrates its 10th anniversary on 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 2011, with a day full of senior and caregiver-related 
information, entertainment and demonstrations.

“Join us at noon for a compelling panel of keynote speakers including 
Barbara C. Radinsky, M.Ed.,LMFT, licensed and certified in marriage 
and family therapy,” said event co-coordinator Cary Rotter. “Other 
speakers will be announced as confirmed.”

New this year, are interactive presentations throughout the day ranging 
from cooking and dance, to exercise, wellness and music. “Of course, 
the fair will attract more than 50 vendors to cover the gamut of senior 
resources available within the Memphis and Mid-South area,” said Cary.

Vendor booths, health screenings that require no reservation and flu 
shots requiring registration (901.767.0810) will be available from 1-4 p.m.

There is a still time to become a vendor, sponsor or to donate door 
prizes. Please contact William Samuels, Jewish Family Service eldercare 
service director at 901-767-8511.

Information, Entertainment and More
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SENIOR LIVING

Screened, Bonded & Insured

Light Housekeeping & Laundry

Transportation/Errands

Respite & 24-Hour Care

Homemaker Services

Meal Preparation

Personal Care

State Licensed

S d B d d & I dd

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY 
OWNED & OPERATED

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION!
901-752-1515 • 662-393-1110

Cary & 
Wendy 
Rotter

There are two elements of advocacy 
for seniors, and surprisingly, they 
are drastically different from 
each other. Advocacy at a macro 
level involves the myriad issues 
and challenges that confront an 
aging America. Advocacy at the 
individual level is personal and 
singular in scope.

Advocacy for seniors as a 
population group
When one thinks of natural 
disasters, a top-of-mind awareness 
list would probably not include 
senior care. It can be argued that 
we face a senior-care crisis of such 
monumental proportions that 
it portends a potential disaster. 
The overarching question is, who 
will take care of older Americans 
when the number of prospective 
caregivers is smaller than the 
number of people aged 65 and 
older? This is exactly what will 
happen in 15 years, as by 2025, 
women aged 25-54 (the primary 
caregiver group) will be the 
smaller of the two groups. It is 
both reassuring and daunting 
that the model for care for older 
adults is shifting from facility care 
to the home. The significance of, 
and need for, caregivers cannot 
be overstated. Caregivers face 
tremendous pressures with low 
pay, lack of career development 
opportunities, and health issues 
exacerbated by the nature of their 
work and the lack of insurance. 
Natural caregiver attrition, in 
conjunction with the problem 
of attracting more people to 
caregiving, augments the caregiver 
shortage crisis America will soon 
be confronted with.

Advocacy for one
Every single older adult who 
is compromised physically or 
mentally, short-term or long-term, 
needs an advocate. This is true 
regardless of setting, from private 
homes to hospitals to nursing 
homes. Caring for an older loved 
one is emotional and typically has 

implications far beyond the care 
itself; families are affected, with 
obligations frequently in conflict 
with family and work routines. 
One can intellectualize individual 
senior care needs or objectively 
analyze options at a macro level; 
but, when it is your mother, father, 
spouse, or another loved one, the 
dimensions become highly personal 
and subjective.

It is critically important that we 
understand the limitations of 
care to understand the need for 
advocacy at an individual 
level. There is no such thing 
as perfect care, even if one-
to-one care is provided 
around the clock. Regardless 
of setting and intent, there 
will always be opportunities 
for failure. Caregivers take 
breaks (bathroom, eating) 
and sometimes make errors in 
judgment, the same as everyone 
else. How then can there ever be 
a guarantee that the wellbeing 
of a client or patient will be 
secured? The answer is that there 
are no guarantees, nor can there 
be. An advocate can look at an 
individual’s care issues globally, 
communicate proactively with 
all parties, and, ideally, preclude 
potential problems in most cases.

When family members are not 
available, a formal caregiver can be 
an excellent advocate. The ideal for 
service should be that facility staff, 
ancillary health care providers, and 
the caregiver/advocate all work 
in partnership to optimally serve 
the senior. Having a caregiver 
advocate is not an indictment of 
care on the part of a facility or 
senior community; it is, rather, a 
reflection of need juxtaposed to 
staffing limitations. Caregiving 
services are of a complementary 
nature in senior communities. The 
goal is to be of essential value to 
senior clients and a trusted and 
welcomed partner to community 
administration and staff.

Advocacy For 
Seniors is of Singular 
Importance

cary Rotter, President
WeCare Services Inc. d/b/a Comfort Keepers in 

Memphis and DeSoto County, Miss.

By Cary Rotter
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36 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, TN 38018
901-758-0036    www.memphisjewishhome.org

After an illness, injury, or surgery, you just 

want to get back to living your life again.  At 

Memphis Jewish Home and Rehabilitation 

Center, our rehab experts can help you 

do just that.  We pride ourselves in 

caring for the whole person, just 

as we have for almost 85 years.

SENIOR LIVING

It can be a difficult time. You are in the hospital 
after having fallen and broken your hip. The 
social worker comes to tell you that you’ll be 
discharged tomorrow, and you need to choose 
where to go for rehabilitation before you go 
home. You haven’t got a clue where to go. This 
is not an unusual situation.

Most people don’t think about rehabilitation 
until they or a family member needs it. But 
there are vast differences in the facilities and 
programs from which you can choose. Memphis 
Jewish Home and Rehabilitation Center and 
their new partner, Reliant Rehabilitation, now 
offer Model 10, a new clinical model of care 
specifically designed for seniors. This program 
serves as a guide for your therapists that focuses 
on efficiency, effectiveness and efficacy of 
rehabilitation services, and produces positive 
results for patients. The program covers 
physical, occupational and speech therapies.

At the start of the program, therapists evaluate 
and design your personal therapy plan. As you 
work through your therapy, the plan moves you 
toward regaining your independence. Utilizing 

Model 10, therapy plans are designed for each 
specific therapy discipline you need. Weekly 
progress is measured according to the 10-point 
Model 10 scale, which determines how much 
more therapy you’ll need and when you’ll be 
able to go home.

Memphis Jewish Home and Rehabilitation 
Center is excited to bring this revolutionary 
clinical model to Memphis. So, if and when you 
have the need for rehabilitation services, think 
of MJHRC. We provide excellent rehab services 
and still provide excellent long-term care. We 
hope you never need them, but we’re here if 
you do. We know you just want to get back to 
your life after an illness, injury or surgery, so we 
are committed to helping you get there.

Joel Y. Ashner is the Community Relations Director 
for Memphis Jewish Home and 
Rehabilitation Center. She is originally 
from New Orleans and graduated from 
Washington University in St. Louis. 
She and her husband, Dub, have three 
children: Matthew, Louis, and Becca.

You Need Rehabilitation,
Now What? By Joel Ashner
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I am very lucky. In my job, I have the great fortune to harvest, serve 
and even plant the “Fruits of the Carob Tree.” Carriage Court Assisted 
Living and Memory Care has always prided itself in creating a nurturing 
community where each person feels like a good friend. This is accomplished 
by focusing on a culture that engages residents and provides meaning to 
them. One of the first questions for families considering a move is to 
tell me about the things that have and had meaning in the lives of their 
loved ones. While many of the responses are “one-of-a-kind” there is one 
powerful answer cited without fail: faith and family. Its power lies, not 
only in the meaning those words represent in my own life, but in all the 
answer conveys about their family – the legacy of past generations as well 
as those who are little more than a twinkle in their eye.

A little more than a year ago, I was asked to set up for our Shabbat service 
and was invited to stay even though I am not Jewish. As we prayed, I could 
feel God’s presence in the room. I was struck by the themes of love, peace, 
suffering and faith and wished that everyone at Carriage Court could have 
been there to share the experience. During the service, the leader referred to 
the famous story from the Talmud about “Honi and the Carob Tree.” I had 
not heard it before. As I listened to the proverb… “just as those who have 
come before planted for me – so I plant for those who will come after me”… 
I began to cry. At the time, I was embarrassed by my reaction, but now I am 
comforted by the story and its meaning. It made me realize the work I do 
every day is tending to the proverbial “Garden.”

I am grateful to help in caring for the parents of many friends and 
acquaintances. I use to think it was a coincidence: to come in contact with 

so many people from high school and college as they begin a journey to 
help their mom, dad, husband, wife, sister or brother. I no longer believe it 
is chance. I think of these encounters as more of a sign of God’s presence 
in our lives. When we first meet our conversation centers on catching 
up with old friends, family, sorority sisters and colleagues; but when the 
discussion turns to their worries, somehow, this common ground – that 
was sown much earlier in our lives – makes a difficult conversation a little 
easier. Although it is often unspoken, this knowledge that our parents 
knew each other, that we know each other and that our children know 
each other helps ease the anxiety, fear, and vulnerability they feel about 
their loved ones aging and illness. They trust me with their beloved. It is 
also this common ground that compels me to do everything possible to 
help them – I won’t let them down now!

An Unlikely 
Gardener By Beth Marczynski
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If it’s 11:30 on Wednesday morning in 
Memphis, then this group is having its weekly 
lunch at Jason’s Deli on Poplar at Highland.

In Jackson, Mississippi, a similar group 
gathers at 11:30 on Friday mornings at Grand 
China Sushi and Chinese Buffet at 1060 East 
County Line Road, facing Center Street.

These are gentlemen of the Jewish 
persuasion who meet to eat. In Memphis 
they’re identified as Romeos, which stands 
for Retired Old Men Eating Out – and please 
note, they designated themselves as old men 
– not this writer.

The Jackson group is known as Kosher 
Nostra, an appellation with a hint of menace. 
Rightfully so, Joe Harris, past president of 
Congregation Beth Israel, comments.

The organization’s motto was “the Kosher 
Nostra of Congregation Beth Israel - no dues, 
no women, just Jews,” and it was organized in 
1967, following the bombing of the synagogue 
and the rabbi’s home by the Ku Klux Klan. 
The rabbi, Dr. Perry Nussbaum, had been 
active in the civil rights movement.

Since there was no action by city authorities 
and the “Congregation altes (old people) 
urged restraint, patience and reliance on the 
government, we young members – mostly 
veterans of WW II and Korea – got together 
away from the Temple to work out our own 

solutions to the problems,” Mr. Harris stated. 
“What those were is another long story.”

The Memphis Romeos had a more peaceful 
beginning. Joel Felt was founder of the original 
group that began meeting in 1998 at The Bagel 
near the Memphis Jewish Community Center, 
then in Felts’ office in the Clark Tower, and 
subsequently in a small sandwich room in the 
White Station Tower.

There were about eight to 12 “regulars” with 
widely divergent political and social opinions 
that they enjoyed debating with one another.

When the sandwich room closed three 
or four years ago, after carefully scrutinizing 
alternative sites, the Romeos settled on Jason’s 
because the Poplar Plaza site has a large party 
room. By this time in their history, about 25-
28 gentlemen, mostly retired and varying in 
age from their 60s to their 90s, show up on 
Wednesdays, and the Romeos has largely 
become a social group for regular, weekly visits 
with longtime friends.

But no rabbis, cantors, or ladies, according 
to Sumner Levine, unless a wife appears with 
a birthday cake when a member’s birth date 
coincides with meeting day. Also, “no dues 
and no officers, just a bunch of presidents,” 
Mr. Levine commented with a smile.

Harry Samuels [the writer] pointed out 
that all the medical specialties included 

By Jo L. Potter

Memphis	ROMEOs	(Retired	Old	Men	Eating	Out)

Dr.	Ira	
Weinstein	
enjoys	his	

weekly	
salad.

Kosher	Nostra	members	(standing)	Allan	Weiss,	
David	Orlansky,	Erik	Hearon,	Ted	Orkin,	(sitting)	

Roger	Rosenfield,	Lou	Shornick,	Joe	Harris
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“It feels like home, I don’t know why it took me so long to make the 
decision to move. Now I can really enjoy myself.” — Resident

The home-like environment, dedicated staff and the 
fantastic meals make all the difference for both of us. At 82, 
mom is once again Living Life thanks to The Pointe at Kirby Gate.” 

— Daughter

At The Pointe at Kirby Gate, you and your family will find the 
support and care you are looking for today and as your needs change.

ThePointeatKirbyGate

Livinglife

CAll ShAnnAn AT (901) 753-3449 To SChedule 
A Tour. PlAn on STAYInG For A CoMPlIMenTArY 

lunCh or dInner.

Experience the Hospitality at The Pointe at Kirby Gate

Assisted living 
6480 Quince Road
Memphis, TN 38119 
(901) 753-3449
www.seniorlifestyle.com

799 kirby ad.indd   1 8/11/11   4:44 PM

among Memphis physicians and surgeons are 
represented among the Romeos – except for 
gastroenterology. That slot is still open!

All of the Memphis synagogues are also 
represented among those who attend, and 
although food at Jason’s isn’t kosher, there is 
a wide selection of salad ingredients and other 
appropriate choices for 
those who keep kosher.

The Romeos agree 
that the waitpersons at 
Jason’s that serve them 
“always greet us in a 
warm, friendly, welcoming 
manner. We really do feel 
wanted there.”

“They’re all good people,” 
said Jason’s general manager Larry Schindler. 

Mr. Levine observes that Larry Wilk deserves 
the lion’s share of credit for working out all these 
details at Jason’s, stating “he’s done a great job 
for the Romeos in many ways.”

Sometimes there’s a speaker. If not, 
attendees talk among themselves, exchanging 
news and views around the large square 
arrangement of tables about whatever they 
find of current interest.

Requests to speak to the group pick up 
at election times from various candidates. 
Sometimes, someone who has taken an 
especially interesting trip to another country 
and has come home with great stories and slides 
will share that experience with the members.

Down in Jackson, Mr. Harris remarks, 
“Almost all of the original 15-20 members [of 
Kosher Nostra] are now deceased. I’m about 
the only one left, and I am almost 84. Our 
numbers have decreased since there are now 
very few known threats to our community.”

A plaque in the rear vestibule of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel lists all 
their members, alive and 
deceased, with the dates of 
their deaths listed.

The synagogue is cel-
ebrating its 150th anniver-
sary this September, under 
the leadership of Rabbi 
Valerie Cohen, formerly of 
Memphis’ Temple Israel.

Dr. Larry Wilk, 901.624.2322, DrOrdeal@
aol.com, is the contact person for the 
Memphis Romeos.

For information about or to join Jackson’s 
Kosher Nostra, contact Joe Harris, modseam@
gmail.com or Ted Orkin, 601.957.3001, Ted@
TedOrkin.com.

Although we learned of some ladies who 
lunch weekly, they seem to be more informally 
organized than the men. In addition, there 
is a smaller group of men who meet for 
lunch on Tuesdays and haven’t named their 
group - yet.  Some of its members are also 
Wednesday Romeos.

Memphis Romeos we’ve identified include 
David Alperin, Maury Bronstein, Maurice 

Buchalter, Al Burson, Jerry Engelberg, Joe 
Felt, Bill Felt, Murray Habbaz, Allan Hayden, 
Saul Kaplan, Dr. Ed Kaplan, Paul Lazarov, 
Sumner Levine, Tim Malkin, George Matz, 
Max Notowitz, Tunie Pelts, Leonid Saharovici, 
Harry Samuels, Don Schaffer, Norman 
Shapiro, Maury Strauss, Steve Tabachnick, 
Ira Weinstein, Larry Wilk, Ted Winestone, 
Rodney Wolf and Mel Woodman.

Members of Jackson’s Kosher Nostra known 
to us are Joe Harris, Erik Hearon, David 
Orlansky, Ted Orkin, Roger Rosenfeld, Lou 
Shornick and Allen Weiss. Mr. Harris was a 
founding member of the group.

Memphis or Jackson gentlemen, if we 
inadvertently omitted your name, please share 
it with us for the future.

Ladies, contact us if you are part of an active, 
regular group of what might be dubbed Juliets, 
Jewish United Ladies in Eating Together – or 
want to be.

In the meantime, B’Teavon to all!

Jo L. Potter is a freelance writer, 
editor and promotion, marketing 
and development consultant.

“no dues and 
no officers, 
just a bunch of 
presidents”
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Most of us enjoy spending time with others, but is socializing just a 
pleasant way to pass a few hours? Research shows that socializing plays 
a vital health role throughout life, no matter what a person’s age or 
condition. Gerontologists tell us that maintaining human relationships 
promotes healthy aging in many ways you might not have considered:

 • Strengthens the immune system;

 • Lowers blood pressure;

 • Improves cardiac health;

 • Increases physical fitness; 

 • Mitigates depression;

 • Improves sleep;

 • Encourages good nutrition; and

 • Reduces the perception of pain.

Much important work on this subject has been done by Dr. John 
Cacioppo of the Center for Cognitive and Social Neuroscience at 
the University of Chicago. Cacioppo and his colleagues have found 
that loneliness affects senior health even on the cellular level. People 
experiencing loneliness also have higher levels of stress hormones. The 
Association for Psychological Science says, “It appears that loneliness 
contributes to the wear and tear of aging.”

Unfortunately, seniors are more likely to experience loneliness. Mobility 
challenges, giving up the car keys, the loss of spouse and close friends, even 
retirement all remove familiar opportunities for socializing. Sometimes we 
need to be resourceful to find new situations for doing so.

In Home Care Helps Loved Ones Stay Connected

When a senior has health challenges, family and friends spend time with 
their loved one, but they may be busy with work and other family duties. 
Home care can be a great way to decrease loneliness and increase social 
opportunities. A trained, professional in-home caregiver can provide:

Companionship. Spending hours alone at home can have such a 
negative impact on your loved one. The presence of a caregiver in your 
loved one’s home, for a few hours a week provides the stimulation and 
comfort of having another person around.

Transportation. “In-home care” doesn’t only take place at home. The 
caregiver can take your loved one to visit with friends, to the local senior 
center, or to your loved one’s place of worship or community. And what 
about the rewards of volunteering? Health challenges need not prevent 
seniors from serving within the community.

Confidence. Seniors dealing with the effects of arthritis, osteoporosis, 
stroke or other health conditions may feel apprehensive going out and 
about – or entertaining at home. As one daughter noted, “Mom was 
always so proud of her spotless house. After her stroke, she didn’t have 
friends over very often, but with in-home care, Mom doesn’t have to 
worry about housekeeping.”

Dementia Support. Spending meaningful time with others benefits 
people who have Alzheimer’s disease or other memory loss. An in-home 
caregiver who understands the challenges can provide patient, non-
judgmental company, and appropriate supervision for outside activities.

Improved Family Relationships. With in-home assistance for personal 
care and household tasks such as laundry and housekeeping, family 
members are free to spend more quality time with their loved one, doing 
things they truly enjoy. Did you know that research shows relationships 
with our closest family members improve when we spend time with 
other people as well?

It is true that as we grow older, it takes more effort and planning to stay 
engaged in life, but the rewards are great. Socializing plays a vital role in 
promoting senior health.

Socializing Promotes
Well-Being For Seniors
Provided by Debbi Hicks, Marketing Coordinator for Right at Home

Aging isn’t easy.
Caregiving doesn’t
 need to be hard.

If a loved one is getting older and needs care,

Right at Home offers services for almost any situa-

tion. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy life in

the comfort of a familiar environment. And it lets

you concentrate on caring instead of caregiving.

Give us a call and let us develop a Custom Care

Plan for your loved one today.

5724 Stage Road Suite B

Bartlett, TN 38134

901.380.4600

www.rightathomemem1@bellsouth.net
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GUIDE TO JEWISH
ARKANSAS, MISSISSIPPI, TENNESSEE

Jewish Learning 
From Pre-School and Beyond….

The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life (ISJL) in Jackson, Miss., through its 
expansive education department most likely 
covers the broadest area and reaches some 
the most remote towns and cities. ISJL’s pilot 
education program began with 10 communities 
in Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Now in its ninth year, it reaches 77 congregations 
and 63 religious schools in 13 states. The 
project seeks to infuse Jewish life into these 
communities by providing a standard curriculum 
to give teachers the tools and background they 
need to create a meaningful Jewish educational 
experience for their students and to provide a 
common body of Jewish knowledge throughout 
the region. The Institute’s Education Fellows 
are on the road an average of two weekends 
a month visiting the communities utilizing its 
curriculum and engaging in teacher training 
workshops, services, religious life and cultural 
and social programming. Once a year, the 
Institute hosts an education conference to train 
religious school educators, teachers and rabbis 

in the implementation of the regional curriculum. 
While the Institute travels to some remote 
communities, they also provide curriculum for 
larger congregations throughout the South. 
http://www.isjl.org/education/communities.htm

Hattiesburg, Miss., is one community utilizing 
ISJL’s curriculum. “This fall we will have 12 
students in our religious school – two in 
confirmation class, one in his bar mitzvah year, 
three in fourth grade, two in first and four in 
kindergarten,” said Rabbi Uri Barnea of Temple 
B’nai Israel, whose congregation includes about 
50 families and a handful of singles. In addition 
to the rabbi, who is employed by the temple, all 
of the teachers	are parents who volunteer their 
time. hattiesburgsynagogue.org, 601.545.3871

Knoxville, Tennessee’s small Jewish 
community boasts three active Jewish 
education centers.

Arnstein Jewish Community Center Preschool 
provides a supportive Jewish environment. “We 
{continued	on	page	16}

Study Skills Program 
Prepares Students For 
Life-Long Learning  

Hal and Ronna Newburger have partnered 
with Bornblum Solomon Schechter School 
(BSSS) to fund a study skills program for 
sixth, seventh and eighth grade students. 
The program, taught by Dr. R. Scott Beebe, 
Ph.D., teaches students to actively study in 
a way that will develop healthy habits to 
carry them beyond Schechter – into high 
school, college and life.

 Mr. Newburger, who learned active 
study habits at a young age, attributes them 
with how he reads and retains information 
as an adult. “Those skills taught me how 
to absorb information and recall the 
information that I have stored. I believe 
every student deserves to develop this skill 
and am pleased that we can help BSSS offer 
the program to its students,” he said.

Through teacher in-service and parent 
workshops, BSSS teachers and parents will 
learn how to blend the program into the 
classroom curriculum and at home.

Dr. Beebe explains why this program is 
helpful for students. “The fundamentals of 
studying haven’t changed, nor has the human 
brain,” he said. “What has changed is modern 
technology. Students are easily distracted by 
video games, cell phones and computers. 
Tools like calculators don’t reinforce the 
need to repetitively practice a learned skill, 
reminding the brain of the concept and the 
procedure. Frankly, the cliché is true, if you 
don’t use it, you lose it.” 

 The implementation of the six-week 
program will coincide with a move 
towards “tracking” or grouping students 
based on ability in a certain subject. 
Tracking provides sensible, individualized 
education for students, preparing them to 
be successful in the future.

“Donors like the Newburgers help us to 
bring innovative programs that keep our 
school competitive,” said head of school 
Sally Baer. “Making a donation to BSSS is a 
choice, and we are grateful to every donor 
who chooses to value what we offer to 
the Memphis student community.”

If you would like to make a donation to 
enhance student education, or if you know 
a student interested in attending BSSS please 
contact Mrs. Baer at 901.747.2665.

While the number of Jewish families in small Southern towns has 
dwindled and forced some synagogues and temples to close their doors, 
the opportunity for Jewish learning continues to grow throughout 
the South. And in some towns where a bar or bat mitzvah is a rare 
occasion, there are resources available to those who seek them.
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{continued	 from	page	15}	welcome children from all nationalities and 
religious backgrounds,” said director Melissa Schweitzer. “We accept a 
combined maximum of 72 children both part-time and full-time ranging 
from 14 months to five years old. We have an amazing staff of 
paid teachers and welcome volunteers for special programs.” 
www.jewishknoxville.org/Section.aspx?id=1497, 865.690.6343 ext. 22

Stanford Eisenberg Knoxville Jewish Day School is a progressive 
elementary school serving students K-5. “As the only Jewish day 
school in Knoxville, we are a community school made up of families 
from all Jewish denominations,” said director Miriam Wilhelm. “Our 
highly skilled staff has built a competitive curriculum with our newest 
project being the adoption of the Singapore Math curriculum.” 
Having opened their doors five years ago with only eight students, 
they are now entering their sixth year with 31. “Our first graduates 
have had a seamless successful transition into middle school, and 
have all been appointed to leadership positions in their respective 
schools”. www.KJDS.org, 865.560.9922

 Heska Amuna Synagogue, a Conservative congregation in Knoxville, 
is proud to offer Hebrew and Judaic education classes for approximately 
40 students in preschool through 10th grade. “Our dedicated and 
creative staff – some volunteers – takes their time to educate the next 
generation of Jewish learners and leaders,” said director Anna Iroff. 
Classes meet one or two times a week, depending on the grade level. 
Curriculum includes age-appropriate Hebrew language, Jewish holidays 
and rituals, Torah stories, art, music, library, games, drama, etc. “Our goal 
is to provide students with a high-quality Jewish education in a setting 
that encourages them to love being Jewish and to find their own unique 
Jewish identity. We also offer family holiday and education programs, 
parenting classes, monthly programs for toddlers, Tot Shabbat and 
Family Minyan.” education@heskaamuna.org, 865.522.0701

Nashville’s opportunities for Jewish learning are scattered 
from Midtown all the way to Brentwood, Tenn.

Founded in 1954, Akiva School is Nashville’s only Jewish day school, 
serving grades K-6. Akiva provides secular and Jewish education and 
offers art, physical education, music and other enrichment opportunities 
in a personal child-centered environment. “Akiva’s commitment to 
academic excellence is supported by its dedicated teaching staff that 
nurtures students’ growing creativity, self-confidence and life-long 
love of learning,” said head of school Patricia Schwartz. “Akiva brings 
together a unique cross-section of families from Nashville’s Jewish 
community and is not affiliated with any one branch of Judaism. The 
cultural mix of our school is broad — including children from Israeli, 
Persian, South American and Russian backgrounds.”

Akiva is located on the Gordon Jewish Community Center Campus. 
Staff is comprised of paid professionals one-half of whom have 
advanced degrees at the Master or Ph.D. level. Akiva has been granted 
accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

Nashville parents also have a few options when it comes to 
preschool. The Gordon Jewish Community Center Early Childhood 
Learning Center embraces families of all backgrounds and cultivates 
a connection to Jewish values and traditions. “With practices rooted 
in research, teachers work collaboratively to nurture the gifts of 
each child, encourage a questioning mind, spark creativity and foster 
independence,” said education director Melissa Worthington. “Our 
currently 110 students are taught by paid teachers. All of our lead 
teachers hold an associate degree or higher.”

What does a young Jewish child need? Positive answers, says Gan 
Yeladim educators, which is the goal of this top-rated preschool located 
in the centralized West End community. They offer everything from art 
and music to story telling, ABCs and Aleph Bet, the wonders of science 
and fun with numbers. The program provides quality age-appropriate 
experiences. 3600 West End Ave., 37205, 615.298.4661

One of two Reform congregations in Nashville, The Temple, 
Congregation Ohabai Sholom has been part of the Nashville community 

for 160 years. Its religious school serves 220 students from nursery 
through 12th grade. The faculty, mostly paid, is well educated and dedicated 
to educating the next generation. “Our curriculum is a combination of 
religious studies and community involvement,” said director of education 
Lynda Gutcheon. “Students study Jewish holidays, life cycles, Bible, prophets, 
theology, holocaust, ethics, Israel and Hebrew and are involved in family 
and community programs. One hundred percent of our students become 
bar or bat mitzvah, and 98% remain in religious school through 10th grade 
confirmation. In addition, 70% continue through 12th. We are proud of our 
students, their families and their commitment to Jewish learning.”

The religious school at Congregation Micah, Reform Synagogue in 
Brentwood engages over 200 students in both formal and informal Jewish 
learning each year. Through regular midweek and Sunday morning sessions, 
as well as seasonal congregation and community-wide observances, students 
of all ages celebrate Jewish life together in memorable, meaningful ways. 
“Rabbis Laurie and Flip Rice bring youthful energy, rigorous scholarship and 
creative approaches to every aspect of the school,” said education director 
Julie Greenberg, who has developed an innovative curriculum based on an 
integrated model of Jewish education that facilitates family involvement and 
lifelong learning. Drawing from her wealth of Jewish and secular education 
experience, Julie guides the volunteer faculty toward best practices in 
pedagogy, inclusion and interfaith initiatives. Music director and cantorial 
soloist, Lisa Silver, contributes the joy and inspiration of Jewish music to 
every service, classroom and holiday celebration. www.congregationmicah.
org, 615.377.9799

The Wendy and Avron Fogelman Religious School at Memphis’ 
only Reform congregation, Temple Israel, serves approximately 500 
temple members in kindergarten through 12th grade. “Our educational 
program focuses on Torah study as well as Jewish history, values, lifecycle 
events, holidays, prayers, Israel, the Holocaust and Hebrew language,” 
said education director Barb Gelb. Students attend on Sundays and 
participate in a wide variety of experiential activities including cooking, 
music, art, dance, drama, social action, field trips and more. “Our 
teachers, some paid some volunteers, provide enthusiastic, engaging 
instruction. And there are more than 40 teens involved as assistants, 
mentors and tutors for our younger students.”

Beth Sholom Religious School – open to members and non-members 
of Beth Sholom’s conservative synagogue – offers a supplemental Jewish 
education for students not enrolled in a Jewish day school. “Students 
prepare for their bar or bat mitzvah and become knowledgeable and 
contributing members of their Jewish and global communities,” said youth 
director Sharon Prager. On Sunday mornings, grades K-2 learn their 
alephbet, parsha stories, Jewish holidays and symbols in an interactive and 
creative way. Third-7th graders study more in-depth lessons from the Torah, 
and about Jewish life cycle, holidays, Israel and tikkun olam/mitzvot. Hebrew 
lessons are on Wednesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. Two Sundays a month Tikkun 
Olam High 8-12 graders go out into the Memphis area putting community 
service lessons into action. sharon@bsholom.org, 901.683.3591
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24-hour Licensed Nurses/RN 
Emergency Call Pendants 
Lots of Entertainment 
Large, Upscale Apartments                                                                                                   
w/ Balconies & Washer/Dryers 
Open Atriums Eliminate Long Hallways 
Fine Dining with Chef Prepared Meals 
45-seat Movie Theatre, Indoor Pool,                                                                                            
Jacuzzi and Fitness Center 
Transportation to Doctors, Shopping                                                                                    
& Recreational Outings 
Locally Owned and Operated 

MonthMonth--toto--MonthMonth
Rents !Rents !

Independent &Independent &
Assisted LivingAssisted Living

www.germantownplantation.com 
9293 Poplar Avenue 

Germantown, TN  38138 
(901) 757-4114 

“ ...a beautiful community 
with a caring staff offering 

both independent and 
assisted living options.” 
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Anshei Sphard Beth El 
Emeth Congregation (O)
120 E. Yates Rd. N., 38120
901.682.1611
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein
Cantor Aryeh Samberg
Director: Linda Joffrey
President: Rick Baer
asbee@aol.com
www.asbee.net

Anshei Sphard – Beth El Emeth (ASBEE) 
is a modern Orthodox synagogue 
where all are welcome and feel at 
home. Our Shabbat morning services, 
led by Rabbi Joel Finkelstein and 
Cantor Aryeh Samberg, are dignified 
and melodious, prayerful yet upbeat. 
We offer classes from Beginners 
Hebrew Reading Crash Course to 
Advanced Analytical Talmud and 
almost everything in between. Social 
and family events such as the World 
Famous ASBEE Kosher BBQ Contest & Festival and “Shabbat Tot-Sperience” 
offer opportunities for all ages to get involved, grow spiritually and have fun 
in the process. We welcome you to experience our Southern Hospitality 
firsthand. Our motto, “His House, Your Home,” is not just a slogan.

Baron Hirsch
Congregation (O)
400 S. Yates Rd., 38120
901.683.7485
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Cantor Ricky Kampf
Director: David Fleischhacker
President: David Cooper
general@baronhirsch.org
www.baronhirsch.org

Baron Hirsch is a vibrant, modern Orthodox Zionist congregation that 
seeks to engage its membership in experiencing all aspects of Jewish 
life with a strong commitment to the Jewish people, the State of Israel 
and our Torah. Our Educational Institute offers learning opportunities for 
all backgrounds in a comfortable setting. Our Youth Department offers 
programs from toddler to collegiate. Our Building Relationships initiative 
to create stronger bonds focuses on both major events for everyone as 
well as small clubs for people with similar interests. Everyone has a place 
at Baron Hirsch. Religious services form the core of synagogue life. Our 
services are warm and spirited, and everyone is made to feel welcome.

Jewish Federation of Arkansas
1501 N. Pierce St. #101, Little Rock, 72207
501.663.3571
Director: Suzanne Berkovits 
SBerkovits@jewisharkansas.org
www.JewishArkansas.org

BEntOnViLLE
Congregation Etz Chaim (U)
2406 E. Central Ave., 72712
479.464.8001
Rabbi Yaahov Fisch
President: Michelle Malashock
info@etzchaimnwa
www.etzchaimnwa.org

cOnwaY
Crain-Maling Center for Jewish Culture 
www.hendrix.edu/jewishculturalcenter

Hendrix Hillel
1600 Washington Ave., 72032
501.450.4598
Advisor: Marianne Tettlebaum
tettlebaum@hendrix.edu
http://www.hendrix.edu/religiouslife/religiou-
slife.aspx?id=8950

FaYEttEViLLE
Temple Shalom of Northwest Arkansas (R)
699 N. Sang Ave., 72701
479.973.2702
Rabbi Jacob Adler
President: Joel Freund
JSFreund@gmail.com
http://www.atempleofpeace.com/

Hillel at University of Arkansas
479.575.3162
201 Grad Ed, 72701
Advisors: Jay P. Greene, jpg@uark.edu
Aleza Greene, asgreene@uark.edu
www.uark.edu/rso/hillel/

FORt SMith
United Hebrew Congregation (R)
126 North 47th Street, 72903-2300
479.452.1468
http://ar001.urj.net/

hOt SpRinGS
Congregation House of Israel (R)
300 Quapaw Ave., 71901-5203
501.623.5821
President: David D. Reagler
www.conghouseofisrael.org

JOnESBORO
Temple Israel
P.O. Box 976, 72403-0976
870-.932.9333

LittLE ROcK
Ati Day Yisroel Preschool
www.atiday.com

Congregation Agudath Achim (O)
7901 West 5th St., 72205
501.225.1683
Rabbi Kalman Winnick
President: Charles Alman
www.lrsynagogue.org

Congregation B’nai Israel (R)
3700 North Rodney Parham Rd., 72212-2498
501.225.9700
Rabbi Eugene H. Levy
President: Jack Grundfest
www.bnai-israel.us

Hebrew Academy of Arkansas
Lubavitch of Arkansas
11905 Fairview Rd., 72212
501.217.0053
Rabbi Pinchus Ciment
www.arjewishcenter.com

ROGERS
Chabad of Northwest Arkansas
5402 W. Redbud St., 72758
479.464.7999
www.jewishnwa.org/

pinE BLuFF
Temple Anshe Emeth (R)
301 East 6th Ave., 71611-6022
870.534.3853

The Jewish Federations 
of North America
www.jewishfederations.org/ir_LL_category.
html?state=ms

cLEVELand
Congregation Adath Israel (R)
201 South Bolivar Ave., 38732-3241
662.843.2005

diaMOndhEad
Congregation Shalom (R)
Diamondhead Community Center, 39525
228.225.1747

GREEnViLLE
Hebrew Union Congregation (R)
504 Main St., 38701
662.332.4153
huc10@juno.com
www.hebrewunion.org

GREEnwOOd
Congregation Ahavath Rayim (O)
210 E. Market St., 38930-4423
601.283.2614
Rabbi Joe Erber, joe_erber@hotmail.com

GuLFpORt
Congregation Beth Israel (C)
12277 3 Rivers Rd., 39503-2510
228.539.1655
www.cbigulfcoast.com

hattiESBuRG
Temple B’nai Israel (R)
901 Mamie St., 39401
601.545.3871
Rabbi Uri Barnea
President: Neil Solomon
bnaiisrael901@gmail.com
www.hattiesburgsynagogue.org

Hillel University of 
Southern Mississippi
R. C. Cook University Union
Jewish Student Union/Kesher, 39406
601.266.5000
Advisor: Howard Fromkin
howard.fromkin@usm.edu

PaRTICIPaTING SPONSORS

Bornblum Solomon Schechter 
School (1-8)
6641 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.747.2665
Head of School: Sally Baer
President: Laura Harkavy
sbaer@bsssmemphis.com
www.bsssmemphis.com

Bornblum Solomon Schechter School is dedicated to providing the best 
possible education for children in 1st - 8th grade. The curriculum meets 
the highest standards for both General Studies and Judaic Studies. BSSS 
provides a warm and nurturing environment where students benefit 
from a program that combines the best of innovative and traditional 
teaching methods. Small classes and an experienced, dedicated teaching 
staff provide an academically challenging yet encouraging environment 
that enables each child to reach his or her full potential. Families actively 
participate in PTA, school celebrations, community projects and volunteer 
in many ways to make the school a unique and wonderful place.

aRKaNSaS
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JacKSOn
Congregation Beth Israel (R)
5315 Old Canton Rd., 39211
601.956.6215
Rabbi Valerie Cohen
President: Bert Rubinsky
http://bethisraelms.org

Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of 
Southern Jewish Life
P.O. Box 16528, 39236
601.362.6357
President: Macy Hart
www.isjl.org

Millsaps College Hillel
Jewish Culture Organization
1701 N. State St., 39210
601.974.1328
Advisor: James Bowley
bowleje@millsaps.edu
http://www.millsaps.edu/student_life/stu-
dent_organizations.php

LEXinGtOn
Temple Beth El (R)
224 Court Square, 39095-3638
Phil Cohen
662-834-1572

MERidian
Congregation Beth Israel (R)
4918 Newell Rd., 39301
601.678.6118
http://cbimeridian.org/

natchEZ
Congregation B’nai Israel
213 S. Commerce St., 39120
601.445.5407

nORth cOLuMBuS/
StaRKViLLE
Congregation B’nai Israel (R)
717 Second Ave., 39701
662.329.5038
President: Carolyn Adams-Price
contact@shalomcolumbus.org
ms002.urj.net

Mississippi State Jewish 
Life on Campus
Sponsor: Dr. Kara Rosenblatt 813.300.2885
Co-Presidents: Daniel Snyder, 601.672.5369
Rachael Frost, 256.508.8817
dbs125@msstate.edu
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/
pages/Jewish-Life-on-Campus-Mississippi-
State-University/113100925369170

tupELO
Temple B’nai Israel (R)
1301 Marshall St., 38802
662.842.9169
President: Leonard Shane
http://shalomtupelo.com/

utica
URJ Henry S. Jacobs Camp
(serving AL, AR, LA, MS, and W. TN)
3863 Morrison Rd., 39175
601.885.6042
Camp Director: Jonathan Cohen
jacobscamp@urj.org / www.jacobs.urjcamps.org

VicKSBuRG
Anshe Chesed Congregation (R)
2414 Grove St., 39183
601.636.1126
bkline@cablelynx.com

BRiStOL
B’nai Sholom Congregation (R) 
2510 Blountville Highway 126, 37620
423.323.7596
Rabbi Benji Wajnberg
President: Alan Karp
www.bnaisholomtnva.org

chattanOOGa
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Chattanooga
5461 North Terrace Rd., 37411
423.493.0270
Director: Michael Dzik
President: Robert Snetman
rjstn@hotmail.com
www.jewishchattanooga.com

Beth Sholom Congregation (O)
20 Pisgah Ave. 37411
423.894.0801
Rabbi Shaul Perlstein
President: Bruce Weiss
rabbishaulp@gmail.com
www.beth-sholom.info

B’nai Zion Synagogue (C)
114 McBrien Rd, 37411
423.894.8900
Rabbi David A. Cantor
President: Lynn Hochman
bzrabbi@comcast.net
www.bnaizioncongregation.com

Mizpah Congregation (R)
923 McCallie Ave., 37403
423.267.9771
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper
President: Donna White-Dropkin
mizpah@mizpahcongregation.org
www.mizpahcongregation.org

JacKSOn
Congregation B’nai Israel (R)
401 West Grand St., 38308
731.427.6141
Rabbi Laura Schwartz Harari
www.congregationbnai-israel.org

JOhnSOn citY
East Tennessee State University
JL Seehorn Dr., 37614
423.439.2043
Advisor: Barbara Turner / turnerb@etsu.edu

KnOXViLLE
Knoxville Jewish Alliance
6800 Deane Hill Dr., 37919
865.690.6343
Director: Jeffrey Gubitz
President: Stephen Rosen
www.jewishknoxville.org

GUIDE

www.firstclasslinen.com
Owned and Operated by the Rubinsky Family

North Mississippi / Memphis

901.969.0121
Jackson

601.899.9206
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Memphis Jewish Federation
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.767.7100
Director: Jeffrey Feld
President: Sam Chafetz
www.memjfed.org

Memphis Jewish Federation serves as 
the central coordinating, fundraising, 
strategic planning and budgeting 
agency for the Memphis Jewish community. In partnership with agencies, 
synagogues and schools around Memphis, Federation creates a rich 
fabric of services available for Jews and non-Jews in our city. In addition, 
Federation fundraising dollars provide support for Jews in need in Israel 
and in over 60 countries around the world. Federation funds also support 
people in crisis situations such as after the Katrina floods, earthquakes, 
and other natural disasters.

Margolin Hebrew 
Academy/Feinstone 
Yeshiva of the South
390 S. White Station Rd., 38117
901.682.2400
Head of School: Hirsch Serman
President: Josh Kahane
info@mhafyos.org
www.mhafyos.org

Located in the heart of the 
vibrant Jewish community of 
Memphis, the Margolin Hebrew 
Academy/Feinstone Yeshiva of 
the South is a warm, community-
centered Orthodox Day School committed to instilling within its 
students a love of Judaism, the State of Israel, and the Jewish people in 
the context of an academically rigorous educational environment. Since 
its inception in 1949, MHA/FYOS has fostered passion and commitment 
for Torah learning and for a Torah lifestyle, while imbuing its students 
with derech eretz communal responsibility, and the tools for a 
lifetime of success.

PaRTICIPaTING SPONSORS

Memphis Jewish Home and 
Rehabilitation Center
36 Bazeberry Rd., 
Cordova, 38018-7756
901.758.0036
Executive Director: Mary Anna Kaplan
President: Dr. Jay Cohen
jashner@memphisjewishhome.org
www.memphisjewishhome.org

Memphis Jewish Home and Rehabilitation Center provides quality care 
for seniors seeking rehabilitation services or long-term care. With more 
than 84 years of experience serving seniors in the Memphis community, 
our professionally trained staff provides client-centered care to people of 
all faiths in a beautiful, warm and supportive environment. Our excellent 
reputation, our tradition of quality care, and the services we provide are 
the keys to our success. From initial evaluation to regular assessments to 
a personalized transition plan, our goal is to restore a client’s confidence 
in his or her ability to live as independently as possible.

Arnstein Jewish Community 
Center Preschool
6800 Deane Hill Dr., 37919
865.690.6343 x 22
Director: Melissa Schweitzer
Preschool@jewishknoxville.org

Chabad House of Knoxville
7148 Wellington Dr., 37919
865.588.8584
Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm
Rabbi@ChabadKnoxville.org
www.chabadknoxville.org

Hadassah Knoxville
President: Bonnie Boring
www.knoxville.hadassah.org

Heska Amuna Synagogue (C)
3811 Kingston Pike, 37919
865.522.0701
Rabbi Alon Ferency
President: Bernard Bendrien
admin@heskamuna.org
www.heskaamuna.org

Jewish Congregation of 
Oak Ridge (U) 
101 W. Madison Ln., 37830
865.483.3581
Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky
info@jcor.info
www.techno-info.com/jcor/

Temple Beth El (R)
3037 Kingston Pike 37919
865.524.3521
Rabbi Beth Schwartz
President: Deborah Roberts
secretary@tbeknox.org
www.tbeknox.org

Hillel University of Tennessee & 
Pellissippi State Community College
c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance
6800 Deane Hill Dr., 37919
865.690.6343
Director: Deborah Oleshansky
doleshansky@jewishknoxville.org

Stanford Eisenberg Knoxville Jewish 
Day School
1529 Downtown West Blvd., 37919
Head of School: Miriam Ester Wilhelm
865.560.9922
info@kjds.org
www.KJDS.org

MEMphiS
Anshei Sphard Beth El Emeth 
Congregation (O)
120 E. Yates Rd. N., 38120
901.682.1611
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein
Cantor Aryeh Samberg
Director: Linda Joffrey
President: Rick Baer
asbee@aol.com
www.asbee.net

Barbara K. Lipman Early Learning 
Center at Temple Israel
1376 East Massey Rd., 38120
Director: Susan Feld
901.937.2784
susanf@timemphis.org
www.timemphis.org

Baron Hirsch Congregation (O)
400 S. Yates Rd., 38120
901.683.7485
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Cantor Ricky Kampf
Director: David Fleischhacker
President: David Cooper
general@baronhirsch.org
www.baronhirsch.org

Beth Sholom Synagogue (C)
6675 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.683.3591
Rabbi Aaron Rubinstein   
Executive Director: Barbara Newman
President: Skip Rossen
Barbara@bsholom.org
www.bsholom.org

B’nai B’rith Youth Organization 
(BBYO)
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.767.7440
Kevin Falik
www.BBYO.org

Bornblum Judaic Studies
University of Memphis
301 Mitchell Hall, 
The University of Memphis, 38152
901.678.2919
www.memphis.edu/jdst/

Bornblum Solomon Schechter
School (1-8)
6641 Humphreys Blvd., 38120
901.747.2665
Head of School: Sally Baer
President: Laura Harkavy
sbaer@bsssmemphis.com
www.bsssmemphis.com

Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee
Chabad Center for Jewish Life 
2570 Kirby Parkway, 38119
901.754.0404
Rabbi Levi Klein
rabbi@JewishMemphis.com
www.JewishMemphis.com

Hadassah, Memphis Chapter
1461 Kirby Rd., 38120
901.239.0316
Presidium: Marion Bessoff, Michelle Harkavy, 
Wendy Rotter
Memphishadassah@att.net

Jewish Family Service
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
Director: Bob Silver
President: Mike Stein
901.767.8511
www.jfsmemphis.org / jfsmem@aol.com

Jewish Foundation of Memphis
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.374.0400
Director: Laura Linder
www.jfom.net
jfom@jewishfoundationofmemphis.org

JGrads+
Jewish Grad Students and Young Professionals 
ages 23-33
jgradmemphis@gmail.com
http://jgrads.webs.com

GUIDE

TENNESSEE CONT.
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GUIDE

LAWN MOWING
CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Competitive Pricing
Next Day Service
Same Mow Day

Professional Service
Family Owned
Member BBB

Mow, Edge, Trim and Blow
Weed Control Starting at $35

901-Lawnjox
901 (529-6569)

www.lawnjox.com

Licensed and Insured

Jewish Student Organization at 
Rhodes College
Adviser: Coach Robert Shankman
President: Jordan Perchik
Shankman@rhodes.edu

Margolin Hebrew Academy/Feinstone 
Yeshiva of the South
390 S. White Station Rd., 38117
901.682.2400
Head of School: Hirsch Serman
President: Josh Kahane
info@mhafyos.org
www.mhafyos.org

Memphis Friends of Israel
info@memphisfriendsofisrael.org
www.memphisfoi.org

Memphis Jewish Community Center
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.761.0810
Executive Director: Barrie Weiser, L.M.V.O.
www.jccmemphis.org

Memphis Jewish Community Center 
Early Learning Center
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.761.0810
Director: Michelle Gross

Memphis Jewish Federation
6560 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.767.7100
Director: Jeffrey Feld
President: Sam Chafetz
www.memjfed.org

Memphis Jewish Home and 
Rehabilitation Center
36 Bazeberry Rd., Cordova, 38018-7756
901.758.0036
Executive Director: Mary Anna Kaplan
President: Dr. Jay Cohen
jashner@memphisjewishhome.org
www.memphisjewishhome.org

Morris S. Fogelman Jewish Student 
Center at Hillel of Memphis
3581 Midland Ave., 38111
901.452.2453
Director: Sherry Weinblatt
President: Joe Roberts
hillelofmemphis@bellsouth.net
www.hillelmemphis.org 

National Council of Jewish Women
P.O. Box 17921, 38187-0921
www.ncjwmemphis.org

New Jewish Neighborhood House 
Serving Midtown/Downtown Jews
www.newjewishneighborhoodhouse.org

Or Chadash, New Conservative 
Synagogue (C)
6629 Massey Ln., 38120
901.435.6353
Rabbi Cantor David Julian
President: Susan Stein
orchadashncs@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/newconserva-
tivesynagogue

Plough Towers Senior Housing
6580 Poplar Ave., 38138
901.767.1910 
Director: Rena Rosenberg
President: Jimmy Ringel
rrosenberg@mail.mecca.org

Sam Schloss Lodge # 35 of 
B’nai B’rith
P.O. Box 17616, 38187-0616
901.754.9208
President: Dr. Joel A. Turetzky

Temple Israel (R)
1376 East Massey Rd., 38120
901.761.3130
Senior Rabbi Micah D. Greenstein
Assistant Rabbi Adam B. Grossman
Assistant Rabbi Katie M. Bauman
Cantor John M. Kaplan
Director: Jeff Manis
President: Nancy Robinson
timemphis@gmail.com
www.timemphis.org

Torah Mitzion of Memphis (O)
390 S. White Station Rd., 38117
901.218.2174
memtorahmitzion@gmail.com
http://www.torahmitzion.org/memphis/sec-
tion.asp

Young Israel of Memphis (O)
531 S. Yates, 38120
901.761.6060
Rabbi Aaron Feigenbaum
Director: Eileen Segal
President: David Katz
youngisraelmemphis@gmail.com
www.YIOM.org

naShViLLE/BREntwOOd
Akiva Community Day School
809 Percy Warner Blvd., 37205
615.356.1880
Head of School: Patricia Schwartz
www.akivanashville.net

Ben Schulman Center for Jewish Life
Vanderbilt Hillel
2421 Vanderbilt Place, 37212
615.322.8376
Executive Director: Ari Dubin
Hillel@vanderbilt.edu
www.vanderbilt.edu/hillel/

B’nai B’rith Couples and Social Unit
615.585.4600 (day) 615.661.5148
LGetal@MSN.com

B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge #46
801 Percy Warner Blvd. 37205
615.356.7170

Chabad Student Center at Vanderbilt
436 Village at Vanderbilt, 37212-3150
615.739.6019

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad
Chabad of Nashville
142 Belle Forest Cr., 37221
615.646.5750
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
www.chabadnashville.com
rabbi@chabadnashville.com

Congregation Micah (R)
2001 Old Hickory Blvd., Brentwood, 37027 
615.377.9799
Rabbis Flip and Laurie Rice
President: Todd Evans
Director: Ron Galbraith
info@congregationmicha.org
www.congregationmicah.org

Bell Fine Art Jewelers
4726 poplar ave.   suite 1   poplar village

memphis tn 38117  901.763.4049
Professional Silversmiths for 25 years

repairs and complete restorations(R) Reform, (C) Conservative, (O) Orthodox, (U) Unaffiliated
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Congregation Sherith Israel (O)
3600 West End Ave., 37205-2403
615.292.6614
Rabbi Saul Strosberg
rabbisaul@sherithisrael.com
www.sherithisrael.com

Gan Yeladim Preschool
3600 West End Ave., 37205
615.298.4661
posnern@bellsouth.com

Jewish Federation of Nashville & 
Middle Tennessee
801 Percy Warner Blvd., 37148
615.356.3242
Director: Mark S. Freedman
www.jewishnashville.org

Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt
117 Alumni Hall, 37240
615.322.5029
jewishstudies@vanderbilt.edu
www.vanderbilt.edu/jewishstudies/

Micah Children’s Academy
2001 Old Hickory Blvd. Brentwood, 37027
615.377.9799
Head of School: Lynn Heady
www.micahchilrensacademy.org

The Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers
Schulman Center for Jewish Life
615.352.9447
Carol.Rubin@vanderbilt.edu
www.vanderbilt.edu/israelidance/

The Temple, Ohabai Sholom (R)
5015 Harding Rd., 37205-2801
615.352.7620
Rabbi Mark Schiftan, Associate Rabbi Shana 
L. Mackler
President: Randall Goldstein
info@templenashville.orgs
www.templenashville.org

Temple Playschool
5015 Harding Rd., 37205
615.356.8009
ellertweeze@yahoo.com

West End Synagogue (C)
3810 West End Ave., 37205-2472
615.269.4592
Rabbi Y. Kliel Rose
Administrator: Marcia G. Stewart
www.westendsyn.org

Memphis
Holy Cow at Memphis JCC
6560 Poplar Ave.

Nosh-a-Rye at Memphis Jewish Home & 
Rehabilitation Center
6 Bazeberry Rd., Cordova

Ricki’s Cookie Corner & Bakery
5068 Park Ave.

nashville
Grins Kosher Vegetarian Café at the 
Schulman Center for Jewish Life
2421Vanderbilt Place

GUIDE

Temple Israel (R)
1376 East Massey Rd., 38120
901.761.3130
Senior Rabbi Micah D. Greenstein
Assistant Rabbi Adam B. Grossman
Assistant Rabbi Katie M. Bauman
Cantor John M. Kaplan
Director: Jeff Manis
President: Nancy Robinson
timemphis@gmail.com
www.timemphis.org

Temple Israel is the Mid-South’s Reform Jewish home for Torah, 
spiritual fulfillment, community and tikkun olam. As a place of prayer, 
learning and community, Temple Israel is ever evolving to provide Jews 
of all ages with a Jewish identity and serves as a source of strength 
for its members and the community, providing support during life 
cycle events, times of need and searching, and times of blessing and 
joy. Temple Israel members can pursue numerous paths to Judaism 
through various worship experiences, informal and formal learning 
opportunities, community service and social interactions.

Morris S. Fogelman 
Jewish Student Center at 
Hillel of Memphis
3581 Midland Ave., 38111
901.452.2453
Director: Sherry Weinblatt
President: Joe Roberts
hillelofmemphis@bellsouth.net
www.hillelmemphis.org 

Hillel of Memphis exists to serve the academic, social and spiritual 
needs of Jewish college students and students interested in Judaism in 
the greater Memphis area by engaging them in Jewish activities, events, 
programs and projects. Hillel is a special gathering place for all Jewish 
students, faculty and administrators on all area campuses (Christian 
Brothers University, Rhodes College, Southern College of Optometry, 
University of Memphis and The University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center). We also serve as the eyes and ears for the Jewish community 
on these campuses. In doing so, we help to ensure the continuity of the 
Memphis Jewish community and the vitality of the Jewish people.

PaRTICIPaTING SPONSORS TENNESSEE CONT.

KOSHER 
RESTaURaNTS

(R) Reform, (C) Conservative, (O) Orthodox, (U) Unaffiliated

Eliana Reizer’s favorite PJ Library book is “Button Bone Borscht:” 
“Because everyone is really nice to each other,” she said. Like 75,000 
other children in the U.S. and Canada, Eliana receives a free book or 
music in the mail every month.

The program is the brainchild of Harold Grinspoon, a real estate 
mogul and philanthropist from Massachusetts who wanted to create 
a program that would help strengthen Jewish cultural identity, 
especially in mixed-faith families. Grinspoon got his inspiration from 
the homegrown Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.

Since the program began, over two million books have been mailed 
out to families like the Hodes of Nashville, TN. Bela and Nali read 
the books with their parents Peter and Amy. Amy says, “PJ Library has 
helped to grow pride and knowledge of Jewish culture not only for my 
children but for my husband and myself.”

The re-launch of the PJ Library in Nashville and Middle Tennessee is 
exciting for many reasons, one of which is that the three Jewish pre-
schools have been accepted to participate in “PJ Goes to School,” a 

program that brings PJ resources and teacher guides into the classroom. 
It also will bridge the classroom reading experience with the children’s 
family reading traditions.

PJ Library in Nashville and Middle Tennessee and its partners – the 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, the Gordon JCC 
and Early Childhood Learning Center, Micah Children’s Academy and 
The Temple Preschool—will serve hundreds of families and promote 
Jewish literacy and education for generations to come.

The PJ Library offers an eclectic range of stories from Chanukah 
board books to a biography of Sandy Koufax to “The Chicken 
Man,” an ‘awesome’ story about the Jewish work ethic by a man 
who makes every job on a kibbutz look easy. So, Nashville’s little 
people of the book and their parents can look forward to years 
of music and books with traditions and values that resonate …
and help them get to sleep at night.

PJ Library Completes Nashville Jewish Scene-ry!
By Melissa Sostrin
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Keep The Kids  The Couch  
After School This Year!!!

Afterschool BEST! Me 4 Life 

Space is limited. Call Us Today. 901.825.4883
  Becca@BelieveItBringItAchieveIt.com  

or visit our website to learn more! BelieveitBringitAchieveit.com

BOOST Confidence! Build MUSCLE. Develop Healthy Habits 4 LIFE!

Register TODAY!
Sessions run 

Sept - May
Contact us to register 

and invest in your 
child today!!

“In as little as 4 sessions I have seen a huge improvement in Taylor’s self motivation and his attitude. 
Coach Becca has put that smile of confi dence back on my 9 year olds face and that is PRICELESS!!“

This extraordinary program is a positively impactful four weeks fi lled with 
total body fi tness activities, nutrition education, and inspirational messages

with top-notch personal trainer and Girls Inc. Mentor Coach Becca.

Beauty. Worth. Value… from the INSIDE Out

                                                                        Becca Marino

Will you join us to make this a reality?

901.825.4883
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Some people see retirement as 
a perfect time to start over; a time 
to nurture a talent that’s gone 
unnoticed or stood dormant over 
the years. For most people it’s time to 
sit back and enjoy the golden years. 
Not the case for Bernard Freiden. 

Within the last decade Bernard 
has traded in his business suit for 
a paintbrush. Yesterday’s jewelry 
salesman has become today’s 
landscape artist. Even though he’s 
shifted gears, over the years his love 
for art was always near at hand.

“It’s something that I’ve always 
wanted to do,” said Bernard. “I’ve 
always been interested in doodling, 
and then I started painting. I’ve read 
a lot of books and am just basically 
self-taught.”

Freiden, a full-time jewelry 
salesman for 15 years, still works at 
it – representing a few companies 
and maintaining some customer 
contacts. But most of his time, time 
not spent with Noreen, his wife of 
58 years and their five children, 
24 grandchildren and eight great 
grandchildren – is spent in front 
of an easel. His paintings decorate 
all of their homes and compete for 
precious exhibit space in his East 
Memphis home.

His impressionist style paintings 
feature vibrant colors of the seasons 
and strokes of light, reflecting ponds 
and scores of trees. He is equally 
comfortable painting fall and 
wintertime scenes.

Recently his works have been 
on exhibition at some of Memphis’ 
gathering spots including the 
Memphis Jewish Community 
Center, Circuit Playhouse, Memphis 
Botanic Garden, The West Clinic 
and the Woman’s Exchange.

“My first show was at the JCC,” 
said the affable 82-year-old amateur 
artist. “I took my stuff out there, 
they liked the merchandise, and 

it proved to be a pretty successful 
show. I sold quite a few.”

According to Bernard, repetition 
is the best way to find success. 
Of course talent helps, too. As a 
beginner he admits to his fair share 
of mistakes but believes he’s on the 
right path.

“I’ve always been somewhat 
creative,” said Bernard. “I just got 
better over time until I built some 
confidence. You keep on painting 
and make your mistakes along the 
way, because everything you do isn’t 
going to be a masterpiece. All artists 
learn something new every time 
they paint.

“I think I’m a lot better than I 
was, but I’ve got a long way to go,” 
he said citing the well-known Jewish 
phrase, “You should live to be 120. 
I’ve got about 38 more years.”

Both of his careers share something 
in common. Whether it’s a piece of 
jewelry or a painting, salesmanship 
remains one of the keys. “You call 
people; get turned down a couple of 
times until you speak to someone who 
is willing to look at your merchandise,” 
he explained. “You have to learn to 
live with rejection.”

Freiden paints a couple of hours 
a day, almost everyday. “It’s very 
relaxing,” he said. “I can go in there 
and leave my troubles behind. I can 
close my door and no one can tell 
me what to do.

“Art is very personal; some people 
might like a particular painting while 
some don’t. If someone buys one of 
my paintings to put in their house, 
I’m very excited,” said Bernard.

Mark Hayden has written 
about Memphis sports for 
a variety of magazines. For 
story ideas please contact 
Mark at marktn58@
aol.com.

By Mark HaydenStrokeA of Talent

Bernard	Freiden	took	up	landscape	painting	as	a	
hobby.	His	paintings	have	been	shown	in	several	
hot	spots	around	Memphis.
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Let’s face it. Bras support our womanhood. They are a part of the 
foundation of our daily routines.

“Years ago women were burning their bras,” said Marion Bessoff, 
coordinator of Hadassah’s BRALAPALOOZA project and one of the 
three 2011-12 presidium members of Memphis Hadassah, which include 
Michelle Harkavy and Wendy Rotter. “Now we want you to paint, glue 
and glitz them up.”

Bralapalooza is an art competition and “fun” raising project to support 
research, education and community outreach for women’s health issues 
including breast cancer. Activities leading up to the night of judging 
on Saturday, Oct. 29, included art bra creative workshops and a Pink 
In The Park breast cancer awareness night at Redbirds Autozone Park, 
where Hadassah members distributed applications and information.

“We are very grateful to Amy Hutcheson who helped our bratistas 
– art bra designers – during the workshops at the Memphis JCC Art 
House,” said Wendy. Workshop participants also brought a new bra 

to donate to women 
at Manna House, a 
volunteer-run house 
of hospitality for the 
homeless of Memphis.

Barbara Mansberg 
was the first bratista 
to submit a bra. “I 
knew I was going to 

participate as soon as I read the Bralapalooza pamphlet and realized what 
a “crafty” fund raising project this was,” she said. “I knew immediately 
what my entry would be, what materials were readily available from my 
vast can’t-throw-this-stuff-away collection and what its name would be. 
My inspiration was molded, so to speak.”

Art bra entries will be accepted through September 15, at the Artreach 
Gallery, 2075 Exeter Road, Suite 40, Germantown, Tenn., or Brow Gal 
Salon at 1315 Ridgeway Rd. in Memphis.

Throughout October, Breast Cancer Awareness month, the art bras 
will be on display at the Artreach Gallery. Then on October 29, the 
public is invited to view, vote on a favorite bra and enjoy an entertaining 
evening at Artreach. “It is truly fantastic that Sheryl Hibbs is opening 
her gallery to the public for this event,” said Michelle.

Bralapalooza depends on the support of community sponsorships 
and bratistas. “We’d like to thank David Meyer at Meyer Creative, the 
Memphis JCC and Amy Hutcheson, Sheryl Hibbs at Artreach Gallery, 
Jewish Scene magazine and numerous financial supporters,” continued 
Michelle. “Additional sponsorships are welcomed to enhance Hadassah’s 

medical research and innovative health care initiatives.”
“Bralapalooza is fun with a purpose,” said Marion. “Join us. Be a 

bratista or support the project with your votes. We need your SUPPORT. 
We promise you will never look at a bra the same way again.”

Throughout the year, Memphis Hadassah supports the Check It Out® 
program for women of all ages by presenting information and instruction 
regarding self-breast examination. Visit www.bralapaloozamemphis.org 
for up-to-date information about judging, applications and workshops.

Become a BRaTISTa
Design an Art Bra in Support of Breast Cancer Research

“Years ago 
women were 
burning their bras”

By SuSan c. nIeman

100 years of healing
educating
advocating
planting
building

Celebrate 100 Years of Hadassah 
with a $100 Lifetime Enrollment.   

This celebration price is valid 
January 1 – December 31, 2011.

All Life/Child Life Memberships 
and Associate/Child Associate 

enrollments are $100. 

HADASSAH.  
FOR NOW.  
FOR LIFE.

Contact: 800.664.5646 or enroll 
online www.hadassah.org/100

No deductions taken for previous payments. Payment plans excluded from offer. 
A portion of the Life Membership/Associate enrollment fee is allocated for a 
subscription to Hadassah Magazine. In keeping with IRS regulations, membership 
dues/enrollment fees are not considered to be tax-deductible contributions.

©2011 Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. Hadassah is a registered trademark of 
Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc.

Amy	Hutcheson,	Art	
House	Director
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Life insurance
In general, when coupled with savings and income, you want to have 

enough insurance that will allow your family to continue to live the 
lifestyle to which they’re accustomed. But changing circumstances may 
leave a gap in your life insurance coverage.

For example, if you have life insurance through your employer, changing 
jobs could affect your insurance coverage. You may not have the same 
amount of insurance, or the policy provisions may differ. Your coverage 
may have decreased, or the type of insurance may have changed. Where 
your prior employer may have provided permanent life insurance, now 
you may have term insurance that will expire on a predetermined date. 
Review your income, savings, and expenses annually and compare them 
to your insurance coverage. Changing circumstances may require more 
insurance. Your financial professional can help you determine if you have 
enough coverage to meet your family’s future income needs.

Homeowners insurance
Homeowners insurance can be tricky as to what perils are covered and 

how much damage will be paid for. Clearly, it’s important to know what your 
homeowners policy covers and, more importantly, what it doesn’t cover.

You might think your insurer would pay the full cost to replace your 
home if it were destroyed by a covered occurrence. But many policies 
place a cap on replacement cost up to the face amount stated on the 
policy. You may want to check with a building contractor to get an idea of 
the replacement cost for your home, then compare it to your policy to be 
sure you have enough coverage.

Even if your policy states that “all perils” are covered, most policies 
carve out many exceptions or exclusions to this general provision. For 
example, damage caused by floods, earthquakes, and hurricanes may 
be covered only by special addendums to your policy, or in some cases, 
separate insurance altogether. Also, your insurer may not cover the extra 
cost of rebuilding attributable to more stringent building codes, or your 
policy may limit how much and for how long it will pay for temporary 
housing while repairs are made.

To avoid these gaps in coverage, review your policy annually with your 
agent. A face-to-face meeting is always best with the policy right there in 
front of both of you. Also, take heed of notices you may receive. While it 
looks like boilerplate language, it could actually be changing your coverage 
significantly. Don’t rely on your interpretations--seek an explanation from 
your insurer or agent.

If you own a condo, your association’s property insurance may leave 
gaps in coverage. For example, most association insurance doesn’t cover 
your furniture, wall coverings, electronics (e.g., televisions, radios), 
interior walls, and structural improvements made to the interior of your 
unit. Review your condo documents, particularly the master deed, which 
may describe those parts of your unit the association insurance covers, 
and which parts you may need to insure. 

auto insurance
Which drivers and what vehicles are covered by your auto insurance? 

Most policies provide coverage for you and family members residing with 

you. So your child who is living in a college dorm is probably covered, 
but living in an off-campus apartment might exclude your child from 
coverage. If you and your spouse divorce, which policy insures your 
children who are living with each parent at different times during the 
year? Notify your insurer about any change in living arrangements to 
avoid a gap in coverage.

Other gaps include no coverage for damaged batteries, tires, and 
shocks. And you might not be covered for stolen or damaged cell phones 
or other electronic devices (e.g., MP3 players). Your policy may also limit 
the amount paid for a rental while your vehicle is being repaired.

In fact, insurance coverage for rental cars also poses many gaps in 
coverage. For instance, your own collision coverage may apply to the 
rental car you’re driving, but it may not cover all of the damages alleged 
by the rental company, such as loss of use charges. If you’re leasing a car 
long-term, your policy may only cover the replacement cost if the car is 
a total loss or is stolen. But that amount may not cover the outstanding 
balance of your lease. Gap insurance can cover any difference between 
what your insurer pays and the balance of your lease.

Policy terms and conditions aren’t always well defined, and you may 
not understand what’s covered until it’s time to file a claim. So review 
your insurance coverages with your financial professional to be sure 
you’ve filled all the gaps in your coverage.

Disclosure Information – Important – Please Review 

This information is for illustrative and discussion purposes only. Morgan Keegan does not 
provide legal or tax advice. You need to contact your legal and tax advisors for additional 
information and advice before making any investment decisions. Morgan Keegan & 
Company, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC. Securities and insurance products are not FDIC 
insured, not a deposit, not an obligation of or guaranteed by Regions Bank, its affiliates, or 
any government agency and may lose value. This advertisement was prepared for Lawson 
Arney using material prepared by Forefield, Inc. Copyright 2011.

Lawson Arney is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and works as a financial 
advisor at Morgan Keegan. Lawson and his team work with their clients to provide 
comprehensive custom solutions for their financial and investment needs.

FILLING THE GAPS
Provided by Lawson arney, financial advisor, morgan Keegan

DOLLARS & SENSE

are tHere GaPs in Your insurance coveraGe?
Buying insurance is about sharing risk. For example, health insurance will cover some of the cost of getting and staying healthy. Homeowners 
insurance will assume the risk of loss in case your home is damaged or destroyed. But oftentimes, we think we’re covered for losses by 
insurance when, in fact, we’re not. Here are some common coverage gaps to remember when reviewing your own insurance coverage.
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For all your financial needs.

Morgan Keegan

Lawson S. Arney
Financial Advisor • Associate Vice President

1100 Ridgeway Loop, Suite 600
Memphis, Tennessee 38120
901.818.7638 • 800.873.6871
Fax: 901.766.7709

Morgan
Keegan

A Regions Company
Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.

Member FINRA, SIPC

Not FDIC Insured | May Lose Value | No Bank Guarantee
Not a Deposit | Not Insured by Any Government Agency
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Fine Stationer Gifts&Fine Stationery

Jonathan Branch grew up in the tough Fifth 
Ward of Houston, Texas. He recalls hardworking 
neighbors who grew fruits and vegetables and 
appreciated good, homemade food. After college, 
a corporate position provided travel opportunities 
for him and with it, food experiences.

A visit to Alsace and a haunting, lingering 
finish of a Zind-Humbrecht Pinot Gris made 
a lasting impression of what wine is all about. 
Pursuing a career as a chef in San Francisco and 
eventually as a cellar rat for several well-known 
Napa wineries inspired Jonathan to try his hand 
at winemaking – winemaking for family and 
friends at first, now with still-limited capacity, 
but enough for an expanded circle of friends.

Your author met Jonathan at the Telluride 
Wine and Food Festival in June 2007. His table 
was unmanned on my first pass around the tent, 
but a bottle was open and I tasted an amazingly 
good cabernet sauvignon. I made a point to 
revisit, found the table manned, met the table-
tender, only to learn he was not just the owner of 
Branch Family Winery but the actual winemaker 
and the Branch of the label.

Initially my efforts to purchase the wine were 
rebuffed. He explained he had made but five 
barrels, or just 125 cases of wine. But, persistence 
paid off and he agreed to sell me five cases of his 
Cabernet Sauvignon. The Burhop family enjoyed 
this wine ourselves and shared it judiciously with 

friends. With somewhat increased production 
and formal distribution, we now enjoy a slightly 
larger allocation and have been able to secure a 
few cases of his second release of Pinot Noir.

Many winemakers consider 2007 to be the 
best vintage in recent memory. The 2007 (about 
$35) is made from fruit sourced from the highly 
regarded Stagecoach Vineyard located on the 
southern slope of Pritchard Hill. The finished 
wine offers compelling fruit, a full mid-palate 
and a long, lingering finish, much like Jonathan 
remembers about that memorable Zind-
Humbrecht Pinot Gris. In essence this wine has 
soul, which is animae in Latin, a word he often 
uses on his labels. This is a rich, ripe and easy-
to-drink wine, which is Jonathan’s goal. Yet, the 
sweet tannins give structure and complexity to 
this otherwise hedonistic bottle.

The 2007 Pinot Noir (about $35) is made from 
fruit sourced in the Sleepy Hollow Vineyard, 
made famous by the classically delicious wines 
from Talbott Vineyards.

Gary Burhop owns Great Wines & 
Spirits located at 6150 Poplar Avenue 
in Regalia, Memphis, Tenn., 38119 and 
invites your questions and patronage. 
Contact him at 901.682.1333 or 
garyburhop@greatwinesmemphis.com.

Jonathan Branch Cabernet 
Sauvignon Worth Every Penny

By Gary Burhop

Jonathan	Branch	met	wine	tasting	guests	of	Great	Wines	
owner	Gary	Burhop	at	Memphis’	Erling	Jensen	Restaurant.
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Being a baseball play-by-play announcer is 
more difficult than it might appear. Internet 
sights are crammed with remarks from fans 
that can be quite critical. Announcing 
styles have evolved over time: some styles 
were quite formal and wooden, others 
happened to be rather…slick.

Either way, in the early 20th century, 
play-by-play announcers had to use all 
the power of their imagination. At that 
time, radio stations did not often have the 
budgets or technology to broadcast live 
games from the park. Instead, stations 
would re-create the games in the studio. 
A telegraph operator would transmit 
the information back to the studio from 
the ballpark where broadcasters and 
engineers would re-create game action 
from ticker tape.

That’s where Harvey Stegman, best 
known for his work at WREC TV and 
radio in the 1950s and 60s, comes in. 
Prior to those days in the downtown 
Memphis studios at the Peabody Hotel, 
Stegman, re-created baseball games for 
two different stations.

He broadcast up to nine major league 
games for a southern network involving 15 
states while he was with Memphis sports 
station WHHM. The next year he moved 
to WHBQ radio where all Memphis 
Chicks road games were carried. Stegman 
would broadcast from the studio where a 
Western Union operator would relay the 
game action from the road ballpark.

“It presented quite a challenge,” said the 
soon-to-be-86-year-old Stegman. “Very 
few stations did re-creations at that time, 
so you had to know what you were talking 
about.” The Chicks, managed by former 
White Sox major league shortstop Luke 
Appling and who were the AA affiliate of 
the Chicago White Sox, celebrated their 
first title in many years, in 1952.

When Memphis won the Southern 
Association title that year, the owners 
shipped Stegman out on the road to 
announce the road playoff games live 
on-site. Regular season road games 
were also re-created with the help of 
Western Union operators. His stringer 
that year was George Klein. Side note: 
In 1952 the Chicks were the Dixie League 
Champions – a series set between the 
Southern Association champ and the 

winner of the Texas League. Memphis 
defeated the Shreveport Sports in a best-
of-seven series.

“You had better have had a good 
Western Union operator with you during 
those days,” Stegman added. To confirm 
to themselves that the broadcasts ran 
smoothly, they reported the game a couple 
of innings behind the live contest.

Stegman was also involved in another 
Memphis tradition. He served as host to 
the popular rooftop dances at the Peabody 
Hotel three nights a week – one of those 
night broadcasts was beamed nationally 
across the country via WREC radio to the 
CBS radio network.

To many Stegman’s name is known for 
both his work in radio and television. He 
started at various small radio stations in 
the Mid-South in the 1940s and learned 
the tricks of the trade in Jonesboro where 
he was a disc jockey, wrote commercial 
copy and anchored the news and sports 
casts. “It was just what you did back 
then,” he said.

During his years as sports director at 
WREC radio and television, the NBA’s 
St. Louis Hawks played eight or nine 
road games in Memphis. Stegman landed 
quite a few player interviews – many 
times those interviews and others ended 
up on the CBS radio network. “I was 
their Mid-South stringer for many years,” 
said Stegman. Some of those interviews 
included Red Grange, Rocky Marciano, 
Frank Gifford and Wilt Chamberlain.

Sports news is an important staple of 
every television newscast today. “But, not 
then,” said Stegman. “It was fairly non-
existent in those days.” Many times they 
didn’t have a sports casts. So, if he had 
a sports item of note, the news director 
slipped it into the regular newscast. 
“Management at the station didn’t believe 
that a sports segment was merited at that 
time. It wasn’t until late in my career that 
they added a sports segment.”

Mark Hayden has written 
about Memphis sports for a 
variety of magazines. For story 
ideas please contact Mark at 
marktn58@aol.com.

HaRVEy STEGMaN
…A Memphis Broadcast Legend

ON THE SIDELINES

Harvey Stegman

With the late great Bear Bryant, 
famous coach of  University of  

Alabama

With Dizzy Dean, famous pitcher 
St. Louis Cardinals Hall of  Fame

With Rocky Marcano, undefeated World Heavyweight Boxing 
Champion who died in an airplane crash two weeks after this interview

2�   September/October 2011 I www.jewishscenemagazine.com



SCENE

Baron Hirsch Congregation
400 S. Yates Road

Memphis, Tennessee 38120
(901) 683-SHUL 

www.baronhirsch.org

Baron Hirsch

Little Rock
Emily Adams, Carmen Arick, Martha 
Alman, Emily Lewis and Rich Lewis 
of Little Rock attended URJ Kallah’s 
Living a Reform Jewish Life (Summer 
Learning Institute) at the Marriott Hotel 
in Princeton, NJ. The 50-plus attendants 
choose from a variety of Limudim and 
Chuggim for the four-day event.

Teachers included Rabbi Jan Katzew, 
Rabbi Richard Sarason, Rabbi Mark 
Washofsky, Rabbi Andrea Weiss, Rabbi 
Danny Allen, Rabbi Debbie Bravo, Cantor 
Ellen Dreskin, Rabbi Bennett Miller, 
Marilyn Price, Rabbi Elliot Strom, Rabbi 
Vicki Tuckman, Cantorial Student Faryn 
Kates.  The organizer for Kallah was Rabbi 
Joan Glazer Farber. Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell 
lead the Shabbat morning service; Rabbi 
Eric Yoffie, retiring president of the URJ, 
delivered the d’var Torah.

JCC Day Camp Unit 78 group visits Memphis 
Jewish Home and Rehabilitation Center.

Plough Towers Fathers’ Day Party 

Resident Richard Cook and daughters

Ruth Diamond and Bea Volozin

Josh Pastner is all smiles at the Cycle the 
Greenway event co-sponsored by Temple’s 
Environmental Task Force

Mommy (or Daddy) and Me weekly program is 
a popular choice at Temple’s Barbara K. Lipman 
Early Learning Center
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ARTS & CULTURE by Jennifer Lefkowitz

You may already recognize the dramatic works 
of David Rubinger as you view his spectacle of 
photographs in the book Israel	Through	My	Lens, the 
illustrated autobiography of Rubinger’s accomplished 
photojournalism spanning 60 years. His famous image 
of three Israeli paratroopers 
after the recapture of the 
Western Wall in the Six Day 
War has become a defining 
image. David Rubinger is a 
fixture on the masthead 
of Time magazine, and he 
is the winner of the Israel 
Prize for services to the 
media, becoming the first 
photographer to receive 
the award. Rubinger is 
the only photographer 
worldwide whose work is on permanent display at 
the Knesset, Israel’s legislature. With a role as Time-
Life’s primary photographer for the region of Israel, 
Rubinger has covered all of Israel’s wars and had 
remarkable access to government authority.

Written like a conversational piece, with a forward 
by Shimon Peres, current president and former prime 
minister of Israel,	 Israel	Through	My	Lens reads like a 
diary, beginning with the chapter “How It All Began,” 
where Rubinger starts his timeless story today, in his 
80s. Rubinger and coauthor Ruth Corman, a British 
photographer and curator, unfold his fascinating life 
story reflective of the history of Israel, which he has 
expressively captured through his camera lens.

Born in Vienna in 1924, Rubinger emigrated to 
British Palestine in 1939. His passion for photography 
was developed while serving in the British army’s 
Jewish Brigade. After fighting in Israel’s War of 
Independence, he became a professional news 
photographer, reporting from the front lines on his 
nation’s wars for the Israeli media and Time-Life.

In 38 chapters, Rubinger recounts his successful 
career all while documenting Israel’s record 
of transformation. He tells his own personal 
story behind his most famous photographs. The 
book includes 130 photographs and highlights 
unpublished shots from his family album. 

Israel	 Through	 My	 Lens is the life and times 
of photojournalist David Rubinger; it is a 
historical photographic adventure of Israel and a 
photojournalist’s how-to guide.

Memphis, Tennessee, will be rockin’ to the 
Tony Award-winning music and lyrics of 
MEMPHIS the musical when it launches its 
national tour at The Orpheum Theatre on 
October 14 through 23.

Winner of four 2010 Tony Awards 
including Best Musical, MEMPHIS features 
a brand new Tony-winning score with 
music by Bon Jovi’s founding member and 
keyboardist David Bryan and lyrics by 
Bryan and Joe DiPietro (I Love You, You’re 
Perfect, Now Change), who also pens the 
musical’s book.

Combining rock ‘n’ roll with theatre 
became easy for David once he and Joe 
realized how well they worked together.

It all began when Joe asked his agent to 
find a rocker who could bring rock ‘n’ roll 
to the theatre stage. At the same time 
David was looking for new avenues to 
have his songs covered. What better way 
to have about 20 songs covered about 8 
times a week?

When David read the script, he had no 
doubt he was meant to write the lyrics. “I 
heard every song in my head,” he said. “I 
called Joe and introduced myself and asked 
if I could take a song and play around with 
some of the dummy lyrics.” The next day 
Joe received a fully mixed recording on 
CD with all the music and vocals for Music 
of My Soul. The rest is history.

MEMPHIS takes place in the smoky 
halls and underground clubs of the 
segregated 1950s, where a young white 
DJ named Huey Calhoun falls in love with 
everything he shouldn’t: rock and roll 

and an electrifying black singer. MEMPHIS 
is an original story about the Cultural 
Revolution that erupted when his vision 
met her voice, and the music changed 
forever.

The script really touched David. “The 
story is about the birth of the civil rights 
movement, of love, the emergence of rock 
‘n’ roll,” he said. “As a Reform Jew, I could 
relate to the issues – that people hate just 
because of the color of your skin or what 
you believe. I knew that I could write the 
lyrics from my heart.”

There is a global message of humanity that 
MEMPHIS brings to the stage. “The story 
celebrates what brings us together, not 
what separates us,” said David. “MEMPHIS 
is not just entertainment for the sake of 
entertainment; it is entertainment for what 
matters.”

David and Joe DiPietro have also co-
written the award-winning musical 
The Toxic Avenger, currently playing at 
New World Stages. David is a National 
Spokesperson for VH1’s Save The Music 
Program. Read more about David at 
www.jewishscenemagazine.com.

MeMphis the Musical

David	Bryan	with	Joe	DiPietro
photo	credit:	Anita	Shevett

Books

Israel Through My Lens
Sixty Years as a Photojournalist
David Rubinger with Ruth Corman
Forward by Shimon Peres

Jennifer Lefkowitz is a native of Memphis, TN and a graduate 
of Academy of Art University, Motion Pictures and Television 
in San Francisco, CA.

David	Rubinger	and	
a	camera	(Courtesy	

Abbeville	Press)
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ARTS & CULTURE

The 2011-2012 IRIS Orchestra season 
kicks off with an exciting array of guest 
ar tists making their way for the first time to 
the Germantown Performing Arts Centre 
including comic genius Martin Short, who 
opens the series on Oct. 1, 2011.

“Our opening concert will be a party for IRIS 
and our audience alike,” said artistic director and 
principal conductor Michael Stern about the 
Emmy® Award-winning Martin Short. “Everyone 
knows Martin Short as a man of multifarious 
voices and madcap characters (some of whom 
make spontaneous appearances in his narration 
of Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf), but not 
everyone is aware of the role music has played 
in his life. His mother was the concertmaster 
of the Hamilton, Ontario Orchestra, and he 
himself – in addition to his award-winning roles 
in musical theater – has appeared with more 
than 30 orchestras worldwide. We’re in for an 
evening of serious – and seriously musical –fun.”

The Dec. 3, 2011, concert features harp 
virtuoso Elizabeth Hainen and IRIS string artists. 
“Elizabeth is not only a brilliant player technically,” 
says Stern, “she is also incredibly aware of 
everything going around her musically. She is one 
of the preeminent ambassadors for the harp as 
a solo instrument precisely because – like all 
great instrumentalists – she can realize powerful 
and lyrical performances that transcend the 
mechanics of playing, so that all you’re left with 
is the music itself.”

Acclaimed worldwide for the purity and 
communicative power of her voice, Heidi 
Grant Murphy makes her IRIS debut in Mahler’s 
transcendental vision of heaven, his Fourth 
Symphony, on Jan. 7, 2012. “Heidi and I have 
done the Mahler together elsewhere,” says Stern, 
“and I can honestly say that few experiences I 
have had on stage can match the beauty and 
exhilaration of working with her.”

Two young ar tists making waves around 
the world as their careers ascend are Israeli 
violinist Vadim Gluzman and Israeli cellist 
Amit Peled. “Gluzman and Peled share 
an old-world quality both in their playing 
and their attitude toward music and their 
craft,” says Stern. “Both will appear with IRIS 
playing undisputed masterpieces that don’t 
get nearly enough exposure on the concer t 
scene today.” 

Winner of the prestigious Henryk Szeryng 
Foundation Career Award, Russian-born Vadim 
Gluzman debuts with IRIS on March 17, in 

Shostakovich’s second violin concerto, a soulful 
statement of triumph over adversity. 

Cellist Amit Peled, who has elicited 
comparisons to a “young Rostropovich,” makes 
his Memphis appearance on April 21, in Britten’s 
Cello Symphony, a 20th Century masterpiece of 
structure and symphonic form, originally written 
for Rostropovich himself. The concert opens with 
a Rossini overture, filled with his characteristic 
good cheer and closes with Tchaikovsky’s “Little 
Russian” Symphony, a buoyant musical romp.

Pianist André Watts, who has been dazzling 
audiences for five decades, brings the season 
to a stunning close with a performance of 
Beethoven’s monumental last piano concerto, 
the “Emperor” on May 5. “André Watts’ 
distinguished playing and musicianship continue 
with as much refinement and freshness as ever,” 
says Stern. “To have him come to IRIS for the 
first time with Beethoven’s Emperor Concerto 
is the perfect end-of-season treat.”

Individual tickets for Saturday evening concerts 
at 8 p.m. are $55 except for the Martin Short 
concert, which is only open to subscribers. The 
general public is welcomed to the Family Saturday 
event at noon, in which Short will participate.

In addition to its regular performances, the 

IRIS Orchestra will offer a Family Saturday Series 
from noon until 2 p.m. with Martin Short on 
Oct. 1, 2011, with soprano Heidi Grant Murphy 
on Jan. 7, 2012, and on April 21. This interactive 
and engaging presentation for children of all 
ages offers an afternoon of music followed by a 
hands-on instrument petting zoo. The cost is $5.

The public is also invited to the following 
Saturday open rehearsals from 10 a.m. until 1 
p.m. for the cost of $10. Dec. 3 - Elizabeth Hainen, 
harp; Jan. 7 - Heidi Grant Murphy, soprano; March 
17 - Vadim Gluzman, violin; April 21 - Amit Peled, 
cello; May 5 - Andre Watts, piano

For more information about IRIS 
Orchestra season tickets, visit www.
irisorchestra.org or call 901.751.7669.

Germantown Performing Arts Centre, 
1801 Exeter Rd., Germantown, Tenn. 

38138, 901.751.7500

For detailed information about each 
performance and artist bios, visit 
www.jewishscenemagazine.com. 

seasoN of star-studded deButs
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By susan c. Nieman

I R I S

October 1, 2011 at GPAC
The twelfth season of IRIS kicks off with a 
joyous evening of humor and musical invention. 
Comic genius Martin Short brings his unbridled 
energy and improvisational talent to Prokofiev’s 
masterful musical parable, “Peter and the Wolf,” 
and to the ‘chansonnier’ role in H. K. Gruber’s 
ingeniously surreal reworking of Frankenstein
as a “pan-demonium” scored for orchestra and 
a cabinet of toy instruments.
*At this time, only IRIS subscribers have the opportunity to purchase 
tickets for Martin Short in concert.

For more information on our 
2011-2012 season contact 

Kara Craig at (901) 275-8347.
www.irisorchestra.com

sho t stories*

Martin Short, chansonnier and narrator



Mod, Mod World
The swinging 60s are back: saturated shades, tunics paired with pants, and a bit of beehive-
hair have us feeling groovy.

Fall fashion trends will go a long way to define style throughout 2012. So, now 
is the best time to build your wardrobe and evolve your personal style!

This season’s 70’s fashion remains high on the list of carry-over trends, 
taking with it the likes of flares and wide-leg pants; while on the tough 
side, biker and punk follow through to the new season. Among these 
fashions, these are the top trends to wear:

2011By Melissa Turner of Sugar Plum Consignments

all TrendsF

FASHION
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River	City	BBG	girls	Molly	Buring,	
Samantha	Basar	and	Sophie	Weiss



FASHION

Vintage Designer New Rescued

901.763.7799

Make an appointment 

today to bring in your 

pre-loved clothing for 

extra cash!

$5 OFF
Sugar Plum Consignments

6100 Primacy Parkway

Memphis, TN 38119

Valid on any purchase. No 
cash value. Expires 10/31/11.

 Buy It. Wear It. Consign It.    

Spot On
From microdots to bold, graphic spots, polka dots are this 
season’s stripes.

Dark and Stormy
Elongated silhouettes embellished with feathers, dramatic layers 
and cut leather feel decidedly enchanting.

Right Angles
The clean lines and graphic prints of this crisply tailored trend 
have us clamoring to return to geometry class.

Great Scott
Designers went mad for tartan plaid this season.

If you have not yet experienced Memphis’ #1 Women’s 
Boutique (voted by Commercial Appeal readers), Sugar 
Plum Consignments, this is the season to do so! Our 
apparel is as good as new and represents both the latest 
trends and the most sought-after classics. No matter 
your budget, size, age or style, we have something 
for everyone – whether you are a Chanel collector, a 
working professional, a trendsetting teen or a mother on 
the go. Come to Sugar Plum’s and reduce your spending, 
renew your look and wardrobe and recycle your gently 
used, high-quality clothing for extra cash!

 

Say Goodbye to Varicose and Spider Veins!! 

STUNNING RESULTS! 
 45 Minute procedure 

 Minimal Recovery 

 Little to no scarring 

Covered by Most Insurance Including Medicare 

901-683-1890 
www.memphisvascular.com 
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AGENCY HIGHLIGHT

Celebrating 150 years in Jackson, Miss., 
Beth Israel Congregation has had the 
opportunity to make quite an impact on 
its local community. Long regarded as a 
congregation that stands for social justice 
and equality, Beth Israel has experienced 
many joys and overcome significant 
obstacles through the years. 

“We started very small, with only 15 
families,” said Beth Israel’s Rabbi Valerie 
Cohen. “But then and now, we remain 
closely bonded by our Jewish heritage and 
customs. We are thankful we’ve grown 
yet remained tightly knit. As we look to 
the next 150 years and beyond, we feel 
empowered to implement the activities and 
practices we’ve learned from those that 
stood in our congregation before us.”

Beth Israel was founded in 1861. By 
the end of 1862, right after the Civil War, 
the congregation acquired land and built 
a modest wood frame schoolhouse, which 
they also used as a worship space. It was the 
first synagogue in the state of Mississippi.

The congregation’s first rabbi, Rabbi L. 
Winter, began to move towards Reform 
Judaism with English sermons, services 
on Friday nights and the confirmation 
ceremony. He soon left, but in 1875, Beth 
Israel formalized its adherence to Reform 
Judaism by joining the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. Unfortunately, 
the congregation’s wood building burned 
down in 1874, but they soon built a brick 
building where they resided until 1940. In 

1941, the congregation decided to build a 
new synagogue. At the time, the temple 
was the oldest structure in the city of 
Jackson. While the new building was being 
built, temple services were held at a local 
Methodist Church.

During its first 70 years, Beth Israel 
mainly had student or visiting rabbis, but 
in 1929, they finally began to enjoy more 
stability with the arrival of Meyer Lovitt, 
who served the congregation for 25 years. 
Toronto-native Perry Nussbaum, who 
became an outspoken voice against racism 
and segregation, replaced Lovitt in 1954.

On Sept. 18, 1967, local Ku Klux Klan 
members bombed Beth Israel’s new temple. 
Two months later, the same group bombed 
Nussbaum’s home. Though the rabbi was 
home with his wife at the time, no one was 
seriously hurt.

“The bombings helped Jackson’s white 
community realize that racial discrimination 
had gone way too far and it was time to 
accept that integration was going to become 
part of their daily lives,” said Rabbi Cohen. 
“As a congregation, we have always made a 
conscious effort to build a more racially just 
society in Jackson.”

Shortly after the bombings, Beth Israel started 
its annual Sisterhood Bazaar, an event that is 
eagerly awaited every year in Jackson. It has 
given the Jackson community the opportunity 
to taste unique foods that are only available 
once yearly and has provided a way for non-
Jews to learn more about Jewish culture.

Beth Israel Congregation Reflects and 
Foresees a Positive Future for the Largest 
Congregation in Mississippi By Robyn Pollack

Prince of Kosher Gospel to Join 
Beth Israel’s Shirim Choir and 
Mississippi Mass Choir 

When considering how to mark this milestone, 
Beth Israel Congregation turned to whom 
many have described as the fresh, inventive and 
inspirational Prince of Kosher Gospel, Joshua 
Nelson, for a landmark concert in Jackson. The 
concert will take place on Sept. 17, 2011 at 8 p.m. 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Nelson was the first to marry Jewish religious 
lyrics and meanings with the soulful sounds 
of American gospel music. While the word 
“gospel,” a Greek word meaning good news, 
is usually associated with African-American 
Christian churches, the musical styling is 
African and includes sounds that came from 
several African tribes and developed as a tool 
to escape social injustice. These same sounds 
have been retained in the musical cultures of 
Black African Muslims and Jews, and such soul-
inflected vocalizations filled the Black Hebrew 
synagogue Joshua Nelson attended as a child 
with his family, observant Jews who traced their 
lineage back to Senegal.

As a young boy, Nelson discovered an album 
by Mahalia Jackson, the Queen of Gospel, in his 
grandparents’ record collection and fell in love 
with her singing. During his teens and early 
20s, he became widely celebrated as a gospel 
singer continuing Jackson’s legacy. His Judaic 
studies included two years on a college and 
kibbutz program in Israel where he clarified 
his understanding that throughout history, Jews 
had always integrated Jewish law and religious 
practices with the cultural context in which they 
lived. For example, as Nelson points out, any 
ethnic style of cuisine can be Jewish if it is kosher. 
Upon his return from Israel, Nelson began to 
apply this understanding to music, beginning 
what has been called “a revolution in Jewish 
music” by combining Jewish liturgical lyrics with 
one of America’s best-known indigenous musical 
forms; thus kosher gospel music was born.

For Nelson, kosher gospel is a way to claim 
both parts of his identity as a Black Jew. For 
his audiences, whatever their faith or heritage, 
kosher gospel has been a revelation. Now in 
his early 30s, Nelson has performed around 
the world, for presidents, congregations, major 
music festivals—and for Oprah, who named him 
a “Next Big Thing.” He has produced a stellar 
album, Mi Chamocha, sung with stars from 
Aretha Franklin to The Klezmatics, and served 
as the subject of the acclaimed documentary 
film – “Keep on Walking.” Nelson also passes 
on this musical gift as an artist-in-residence 
at Jewish congregations across the country, 
including at his home synagogue of Temple 
Sharey Tefilo-Israel, a Reform congregation in 
South Orange, NJ, where he taught Hebrew 
school for 15 years. Whatever the venue, 
Joshua Nelson brings people—and cultures—
together in joyous song.

Simcha	Torah	at	
Beth	Israel
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AGENCY HIGHLIGHT

“Our sisterhood has been a fixture in Jackson society for more than 40 
years and continues to be a source of great pride for our congregation,” 
said Beth Israel Congregation President, Bert Rubinsky.

Beth Israel continues to strengthen its position in Jackson through 
its Tikkun Olam committee whose work prioritizes the importance 
of diversity, social justice and social action. Each year, the committee 
provides hospitality and coordinates and creates programs for Operation 
Understanding students from Philadelphia, Pa., a group of Jewish and 
African American students who travel the U.S. discovering their own 
religious and cultural history while learning skills to work on reconciliation. 
The members also “adopt” the neighborhood public elementary school 
and observe an annual Tikkun Olam Shabbat to recognize its work.

“As someone who grew up in Jackson, I have seen remarkable things 
from this congregation. Most of all, it’s taught me that as a community, we 
will always persevere,” said Rubinsky.  “Now, as I watch my children grow 
up here enjoying the benefits of worship, studying Judaism and practicing 
their Jewish values, I am encouraged that great things will continue to 
happen in our future as we put the last 150 years behind us.”

This year, Beth Israel members have also made investments in the 
outside appearance of the synagogue with its Beautification project, which 
will later include a Holocaust memorial. They’ve also begun renovations 
to their restrooms in the main congregation and preschool areas and hope 
to make additional improvements in the near future.

Jackson’s Beth Israel Congregation has always been the only synagogue 
in Mississippi’s capital city. As a result, it has accommodated members 
from different religious backgrounds and practices.

150th	committee	members	Rabbi	Valerie	Cohen,	Jonathan	Larkin,	Kay	
Pollack,	Peter	Sharp,	Debra	Jacobs,	Stuart	Rockoff,	Tamar	Sharp	

Mid-1960s	confirmation	class	with	Rabbi	Perry	Nussbaum

NO MOSQUITOES. 

NO KIDDING.

M
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24
0

Call today for your
protective barrier spray!

901.682.0999

It’s Happening at GPAC2011-2012 SEASON

GERMANTOWN PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE
Call 901-751-7500 or visit www.GPACweb.com

Milton Schaeffer

Scheidt
Family

Foundation

Delores Kinsolving

Tommy Tune
“Steps In Time”

A Broadway 
Biography In Song 

And Dance
SATurDAy, 

SEPTEmBEr 17, 8 P.m.

Broadway’s legendary 
song and dance man high-
steps through his 9-time 
Tony Award-winning career, 
celebrating 50 years on the 
Great White Way.  Backed 
up by the multi-talented 
Manhattan Rhythm Kings, 
Tune sings and dances his 
way through those glorious 
musical moments that made 
him a theatre legend.

(plus handling fee)
Show Sponsor:
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Coming Soon!
november/December 2011
Tzedakah / Charitable giving 

Tikkun olam / Repairing the World
Hot Chanukah Finds

January/February 2012
Simcha Scene

Weddings / Bar/Bat mitzvahs / Celebrations

Commit to 6 consecutive issues at the regular rate 
(any size ad) and get the 6th issue at half price.

inquire about advertising in Jewish Scene 
magazine for as little as $150 per issue.
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reaching Memphis 

and the Mid-South

Thank you to the following families who have 
helped support Jewish Scene Magazine with 

contributions of $50 or more to help offset the 
cost of mailing for 2010 and 2011.

Stanley and Patti Elster
Shep and Margaret Fargotstein

Ronald and Iris Harkavy
Howard and Glenda Greene

Sandy and Rae Jean Lichterman
Hal and Ronna Newburger 
Harry and Flora Samuels

Shornick Family Foundation

Advertise in upcoming 
issues of Jewish Scene

November/December 2011
Tzedakah / Charitable Giving 

Tikkun Olam / Repairing the World
Hot Chanukah Finds

January/February 2012
Simcha Scene

Weddings / Bar/Bat Mitzvahs / 
Celebrations



UNT2061ME10_Memphis_JewishScene_8.375x10.5x11.indd   1 10/28/10   2:29:32 PM




