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From the Editor
From the
Editor/Publisher

Dear JSM Readers,

Life throws us all curve balls. 
But even when life seems to be 
as bad as it can get, there are 
always family and friends. That’s why it’s so important 
to celebrate each and every day. In this wedding issue 
we celebrate particularly special occasions when family 
and friends come together to honor and bless the joining 
of two happy people who are planning to spend a long, 
happy life together.

Planning a wedding can be stressful in itself, but that 
was not a challenge for Michelle Buchwalter. The self-
proclaimed perfectionist was ready to take on the task 
and plan each and every detail of her own wedding with 
her equally creative and detail-oriented fiancé. Read on 
page 5 about the wedding, two years in the making, that 
they will reflect upon for years to come.

Many brides, especially those who don’t live in the 
city where they are planning their wedding depend on 
others to arrange the minute details. Jordana Wender 
counted on her mom, Penina, mother-in-law Marcie 
Rubin, and dedicated event planner Einat Loskovitz to 
work out all of the specifics. Together, they celebrated a 
New Year’s weekend to remember. Read about how they 
rang in 2018 on page 8.

The folks at Great Wines & Spirits are available to help 
you choose your selection and quantities of beverages to 
plan your wedding or next simcha. Read more about that 
on page 11.

Throughout the years, Jewish Scene has recognized 
the accomplishments of many young professionals – 
those who have remained in Memphis and those who 
have returned to continue to make Memphis a great 
to place to live. Baylee Less was recently appointed as 
the new director of community engagement at Temple 
Israel. Read about Baylee on page 12.

Recently inaugurated Rhodes College President Dr. 
Margorie Hass and the Memphis community welcomed 
Hillel International President/CEO Eric Fingerhut at the 
launch of Rhodes College new Hillel. Read about the 
community-wide event on page 14.

In 2018 Israel celebrates its 70th birthday. Memphis 
Jewish Federation will focus on the Jews of Lodz, Poland, 
for its annual Holocaust programming. Read about some 
of the upcoming remembrances, events and education 
opportunities on pages 14 and 15.

When planning your next simcha, event, or need 
other services for you or your loved ones, I hope you 
remember our Jewish Scene advertisers who help make 
possible the printing of this 11-year-old publication. 
And, if you love a story, have a special occasion on the 
horizon that you’d like to share, or want to recognize 
someone or something special, please reach out to 
Susan@jewishscenemagazine.com or one of our 
contributors.

Thank you again for your continued support of Jewish 
Scene Magazine.

Shalom,

Susan C. Nieman  -  Publisher/Editor
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To say that Michelle Buchwalter is a perfectionist 
is putting it mildly.

When she began planning her wedding 
Michelle knew exactly what she wanted from 
start to finish. Thankfully husband-to-be Marc 
Badrian was as creative and passionate about 
the details as his fiancé. Together, the couple 
fashioned a wedding weekend that told their 
story – one they will cherish for a lifetime.

It all began after Michelle met Marc the first 
time at the now-closed Republic Coffee House. 
“I knew there was something special between 
us when our one-coffee date evolved into a five-
hour conversation,” said Michelle. “It became 
our regular spot.”

They realized their paths could have crossed 
sooner. Michelle, born and raised in Queens, 
NY, attended Syracuse University where she 
studied Broadcast Journalism. After graduation 
she joined her mother, Barbara, in South 

Florida before accepting her FM100 gig in 
Memphis. (You may know her as Michelle 
Lewis, her on-air name). In the meantime, 
Memphis-born Marc had graduated from the 
University of Miami where he had studied TV, 
Radio and Film. He had come back home to 
attend the University of Memphis.

As the couple grew closer and talks of 
marriage began, they both agreed that they 
would wait two years, until Marc finished his 
graduate degree in computer science.

So, when Marc planned a half-day-long 
Disney World scavenger hunt to pop the 
question, Michelle was more than surprised. 
“Marc planned the entire day down to the 
tiniest detail,” she explained. “He had even 
made certificates that explained how we’d 
been chosen to participate. The clues led us 
to a rose garden in front of the castle where 
we were blindfolded and had to draw the best 

Mickey Mouse to advance. I was cheating 
trying to sneak a peak since I’m super 
competitive and wanted a good drawing. When 
I took off my blindfold, Marc was in front of 
me down on one knee!

“My sister, Pamela, and cousin Rachel were 
off to the side waiting for me,” continued 
Michelle. “I had no clue they planned to be 
there. The ‘Disney photographers’ were friends 
of Marc’s parents, who FaceTimed the whole 
thing once we put on our blindfolds.

“I was so shocked,” she said. “I ran away 
and hid behind a bush! Marc had to call me 
over and say ‘can you come back? I’m trying to 
do something here!’ I was so out of my body, I 
didn’t think it was real or really happening!”

Once they got back to reality, both agreed 
upon – or rather required – waiting two years 

Michelle and Marc wanted guests dancing 
all evening. A late-night bar cart stocked with 
Fireball and tequila worked as planned.

Simcha Scene

A Wedding Two Years in the Making

By Susan Nieman • Kevin Barré Photography

Partner Perfected

Continued on 6
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Simcha Scene
to plan and perfect. “That’s when my 
OCD really kicked in,” said Michelle. “I 
interviewed vendors multiple times until I 
was sure I’d chosen the ideal match. I didn’t 
want to regret anything.”

She even tried on 70 wedding dresses, 
ultimately returning to Maggie Louise in 
Collierville, where the ladies convinced her to 
step out of her comfort zone and into a dress 
style that she never would have imagined 
herself wearing. “It was the ultimate choice,” 
said Michelle.

Neither waivered from their original 
ideas. “We both wanted the evening to be 
elegant and graceful, modern and sleek,” 
said Michelle. They were going for a New 
York-meets-Downtown Memphis-kind-of-
vibe that told the Michelle and Marc story... 
down to the last coffee bean that the owners 
of Republic Coffee House gave them before 
closing shop.

Two years also gave Michelle the 
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Hidden Mickeys on the cake 
reminded the couple of 
Marc’s amazing proposal 
production.



Simcha Scene
opportunity to plan the ultimate surprise for 
Marc. “I had to keep it a secret for almost a 
year and a half,” Michelle said of the videos 
she collected from seven musical artists 
who personally recorded wedding messages 
including Ed Sheeran and Gavin DeGraw (her 
favorites). Their best man helped edit the 
footage to present at the reception. “Marc 
always gets me. ALWAYS,” said Michelle. “I 
never EVER get him. It was the hardest thing 
I had to do.”

From the wedding ceremony under the 
uniquely modern chuppah, which also 
served as a centerpiece for the cake during 
the reception, to dance songs and drink 
selections, planning the rest of the details 
was a team effort.

Incorporating the coffee theme was a 
given. “Our signature drinks were coffee-
based and named,” said Michelle. “We now 
have every alcoholic beverage in our home, 
because Marc became an expert mixologist, 
taste testing every drink until we came up 
with the perfect concoctions.” Chocolate-
covered espresso beans packaged in 
pyramids – personally wrapped with love by 
the couple – adorned a table as party favors.

Michelle walked down the aisle with her 
mother to Daniel Jang’s violin version of 
John Legend’s song “All of Me.” Her bouquet 
was designed around her late father’s NYPD 
badge “so he could walk me down the aisle,” 
remarked Michelle. They also used her 
father’s tallis during the ceremony.

 Marc and the groomsmen walked in to a 
Pentatonix’ version of “Can’t Help Falling in 
Love with You,” and the happy couple walked 
back down the aisle together to “The Way You 
Look Tonight.” They entered the reception to 
“Hooked on a Feeling,” giving homage to the 
movie “Guardians of the Galaxy” and their 
first dance was to Gavin DeGraw’s “Soldier.”

As guests entered the reception they were 
met with a selection of Michelle and Marc’s 
favorite vinyls they were asked to sign. 
Instead of a guestbook that would be opened 
on occasion, they now display the framed 
records in their home.

Intent on keeping guests entertained 
throughout the evening: the photo booth 
trailer, Amurica, fit snuggly into the Cadre’s 
ballroom. Late-night surprises included a bar 
cart stocked with shots of Fireball and tequila 
that kept everyone dancing, and grilled 
cheese sandwiches and a color-coordinated 
Gibson’s Donuts wall kept tummies full.

The evening ended when Michelle and 
Marc made their way to the awaiting horse-
drawn carriage, but not before a friend from 
Boston asked the DJ to play “Walking in 
Memphis.” All of the guests surrounded 
them. “It was really a precious unexpected 
moment,” she recalled.

“In the end we were really proud of 
ourselves,” said Michelle. “We learned a 
lot. We met a lot of people and made new 
friends along the way. I had the opportunity 
to introduce my New York friends and 
family to the South, to the city where I met 
my soul mate.”
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Simcha Scene

A longtime Memphis family celebrated love and 
happiness as they rang in 2018 with a beautiful 
simcha. Jordana Wender, daughter of Elliot 
and Penina, married Robby Rubin in Memphis 
on December 31. “We met in August 2014 at 
the US Open Tennis Championship in New 
York,” explains Jordana. “Robby proposed three 
summers later on a tennis court in his hometown 
of Cleveland, Ohio.”

About 315 guests, many of whom were from out 
of town and had come for the entire wedding 
weekend, danced the night away at Baron 
Hirsch Congregation to bring in the New Year 
together. “Getting married across the street 
from where I grew up and at the synagogue 
where my family’s continuous involvement 
has influenced my strong, Jewish identity and 
where Robby has felt the most welcomed by 

the Memphis Jewish community – was very 
special,” says Jordana proudly.

Because the couple lived out of town, mothers 
Penina and Marcie, worked closely with wedding 
coordinator Einat Loskovitz of Eventful Party 
Planning to create the New Year’s Eve-themed 
event. “We are very fortunate to have mothers 
with phenomenal taste and style,” says Jordana, 
“so we happily and willingly let them take charge 
of the decor details!”

“New Year’s party horns for place cards set the 
scene as guests entered the reception hall,” adds 
Einat. “Typical New Year’s colors – silver and 
gold, plus bridal white – added to the glitter and 
glitz. Jordana came to Memphis twice during 
the planning process to meet with vendors, 
have dress fittings and bridal showers. She and 

Ringing in 2018 with Love
Story by Shoshana Cenker :: Photos by Ira Thomas Creations
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Simcha Scene

Continued on 10

Penina had some ideas [for the 
wedding]. They were incredibly 
receptive to new ideas, which 
made it very easy to work with 
them. Jordana is the complete 
opposite of a bridezilla! She is 
very sweet.”

While there were many special 
moments during the wedding, 
there is one that the Jordana 
and Robby still joke about. 
“One funny story is when 
Robby came to veil me,” she 
remembers, “he accidentally 
removed the veil completely 
out of my hair!”

The blissful newlyweds are 
starting their happy new 
life together in New York 
City. Robby is a second year 
law student at Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law, and 
Jordana is completing her 
Doctorate of Audiology from 
Northwestern University, 
working as a resident at New 
York Presbyterian-Columbia 
University Medical Center.
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Jordana and Robby with her grandparents, 
Stanley and Razelle Wender, and parents Elliot 

and Penina and Marci and Dale Rubin.



Simcha Scene

Planning their wedding around the long 
New Year’s weekend gave family and 
friends plenty of opportunities to spend 
time together. From the rehearsal Shabbat 
dinner at Baron Hirsch on Friday evening, 
to the pre-wedding party on Saturday 
night at Loflin Yard, to the Sunday night 
wedding that kept everyone on the 
dance floor until 2 a.m., guests enjoyed a 
Memphis weekend to remember.

“Our most memorable part of the wedding 
was being surrounded by so many family 
and friends who traveled near and far to 
celebrate with us. We are still on a high 
from the energy and love that we felt on 
that night.”
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Our volunteers are the heart of Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Memphis®  for families whose 

children are battling cancer. Their caring, dependability 
and willingness to contribute their time helps to create 
a safe and welcoming environment where families can 
be close when they need to be together the most. House 
volunteers are often  responsible for Front Desk duties 
as well as light chores around the house. To learn more 
about becoming a house volunteer please visit our 
website at http://rmhc-memphis.org/becomeavolunteer  

Volunteers

ThE WEDDing Drink By Vick Patel

Great Wines & Spirits is located at  6150 Poplar Avenue in Regalia, Memphis, 
TN, 38119. Vick Patel and his staff invite your questions and patronage. Contact 
them at 901.682.1333 or greatwinesmemphis.com.

We love the way couples personalize their weddings nowadays. Almost every wedding we’ve 

attended recently includes unique touches that the bride and groom chose themselves, 

including one of the most popular – a signature drink. Here are a few tips in beverage planning.

The Signature Cocktail

Want to impress your wedding guests ― and loosen them up a bit after the ceremony? A signature 

cocktail that goes with your overall theme is a fun addition. It’s also a great way to control the 

amount of alcohol and supplies you’ll need therefore making it much more affordable. 

Going Pink

Rosé wine is fast becoming a wedding mainstay. Couples are including it in the wine selection at 

dinner, serving rosé champagne for toasts or offering a variety of rosés from different regions 

as a sampling during the cocktail hour.

What to Buy?

Decide what types of alcohol you want ~ will you be serving beer and wine only with a 

champagne toast? A signature cocktail? A few different spirit options and if so, what types/

brands? Mixers and garnishes?

A good rule of thumb is two options for each type of alcohol. You could offer a light beer and 

a darker beer; a well vodka and Grey Goose; a pinot noir and a merlot; and a chardonnay and a 

sauvignon blanc.

Determine the quantity

How many guests do you expect and when will you serve drinks? The actual amount that will be 

consumed is impossible to predict and it’s better to have extra than not enough.

If you’re having a champagne toast and don’t expect to serve champagne afterwards, one bottle 

for every eight guests is sufficient. Instruct servers to fill toast glasses only 1/3 to 1/2 of the way. 

100 guests=13 bottles of champagne. 

A good rule of thumb for the amount of beer, wine and liquor to purchase is to assume each 

guest will consume about two drinks for the cocktail hour and one drink per hour every hour 

after that.

So there you have it. You do know your guests best and should make adjustments as needed. 

As always, come see us or give us a call at Great Wines & Spirits if you have any questions. We 

would love to help with your wedding bar needs!

Don’t forget the extras

Consider mixers and garnishes – since some cocktails are simply better with an olive or a zesty 

orange peel. For each bottle of spirits, buy three bottles of mixers. (See common mixers below.) 

Don’t forget the ice. Estimate about one pound of ice per person.

 Tonic: 1 case

Club soda: 1 case

Cranberry juice: 2 gallons

Orange juice: 1 gallon

Grapefruit juice: 1 gallon

Ginger ale: 1 case

Triple sec: 1 liter

Lime juice: 1 gallon

Sparkling water: 2 cases

Bottled water: 3 cases

Diet coke: 2 cases

Coke: 2 cases

Make a shopping list (sample for a generic 100-person wedding)

 Beer: 5 to 6 cases

Whiskey: 1 liter

Bourbon: 1 liter

Gin: 2 to 3 liters

Scotch: 2 liters

Rum: 2 liters

Vodka: 6 liters

Tequila: 1 liter

Champagne: 1 to 1.5 cases 

(plus 18 additional bottles for 

champagne toast)

Red wine: 2 cases

White wine: 3.5 cases

Dry vermouth: 1 liter

Sweet vermouth: 1 liter 
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Tell us a little about your family.
My family is one of the main reasons I decided to 
move back to Memphis. We’re a rambunctious bunch 
that supports each other in all ways. I have three 
brothers, and we are all absurdly different from one 

another. It certainly makes for memorable 
family vacations and lively group 

dinners. I wouldn’t have it any other 
way.

Where did you graduate from college 
and what is your major?

I graduated from the University of 
Maryland with a double degree in English and 

Jewish Studies.

Tell us about your new position at Temple Israel.
I serve as Temple Israel’s Community Engagement 
Director. Although my job involves many 
responsibilities, I focus on sustaining ConnecTI, 
Temple Israel’s young professionals group, 
and ensuring our Crosstown space will serve 
as a dynamic and vibrant place for our Jewish 
community. We’re launching new programs this 
spring, so be on the lookout!

What are you most looking forward to in your new 
position?
Bringing members of our East Memphis community 
to Crosstown Concourse and Midtown Memphis 
more often. The building and the Temple Israel 
space feel alive with energy. I’m looking forward 
to collaborating with fellow congregants to benefit 
the greater community, and in turn, create greater 
change for Memphis.

What is your view of Jewish Memphis?
Jewish Memphis is warm and supportive. It always 
encourages and challenges each of us to ensure 
its longevity by building upon the extraordinary 
community previous generations created. 

What would you tell people thinking about making 
the move to Memphis?
Memphis puts forth unprecedented opportunity 
and change-making spaces. It’s a city alive with 
excitement, passion and fire – you don’t want to 
miss out.

How/Why did you want to be involved in the 
Memphis Jewish community?
I come from an interfaith household, and I grew up 
within several communities – all with their own 
charms. During high school, I joined BBYO, which 
served as my most influential introduction to the 
Memphis Jewish community. I quickly found a 
supportive, vibrant and eclectic community that I 
eagerly dove into headfirst. Now, I actively work to 
ensure all new and returning Jewish Memphians find 
this same, incredible community. 

How do you juggle your leadership roles in your 
professional and community work?
Some days it feels like there isn’t enough time in the 
day – then, I remember why I chose to get involved 
with specific organizations and communities. In 
most of my leadership roles, I am responsible for 
engagement, which serves as a fancy word for forging 
connections. I’m fortunate to work in the space of 
making people feel welcomed, wanted, and above all 
valued. So I may be juggling, but the work is fulfilling 
and fun.

How would you like to leave your footprint on the 
Memphis Jewish community?
I hope to continue to add to the growth and energy 
that makes the Memphis Jewish community an even 
warmer and more welcoming community than when 
I found it.

What is your favorite (Jewish) childhood memory?
As a child I attended a Christian day school, so 
celebrating Hanukkah made me feel unique and part 
of a special community. My parents also purchased 
a single, new menorah every year; my brother and I 
struggled to choose our favorite and which one would 
be “our” menorah for the week. It was a tradition 
that I looked forward to every year.

What is your favorite Memphis memory?
Although it’s a recent memory, this past Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day stands out as a transformative 
day. In partnership with MICAH (Memphis Interfaith 
Coalition of Action and Hope) and the New Memphis 
Institute, ConnecTI hosted an Interfaith Luncheon for 
millennials across the street from The National Civil 
Rights Museum. More than 100 Memphis millennials 
collectively ignited to take ownership and action over 
our city’s current civil rights issues. In that moment, 
I felt proud to be a Memphian, a millennial, and a 
Temple member.

Favorite Places in Memphis?
The 7th floor of Crosstown Concourse, India Palace, 
and Shelby Farms Park.

Favorite Activities?
Recently, I’ve been intentionally celebrating 
Shabbat on a more regular basis. I treasure how 
Shabbat brings people together to enjoy time 
with others and reflect spiritually. The ConnecTI 
Underground Shabbats have always been one of 
my favorite ways to celebrate the end of the week. 
I also spend most of my free time at live music 
shows; the energy of a music-filled room electrifies 
me. I prefer intimate, communal experiences 
compared to large, flashy events. 

What is something about you that others would 
not expect?
My favorite holiday is Yom Kippur haha – but seriously!

MEET Baylee Less

Memphis on the Move
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A large crowd gathered in stately 
Palmer Hall on the Rhodes College 
campus to celebrate the official launch 
of Hillel at Rhodes College. All facets 
of Memphis were represented; college 
students, academics, clergy, Memphis 
Jewish Federation donors and lay leaders, 
and Jewish community members.

“It was a remarkable show of support 
from such a wide variety of people,” said 
Jewish Community Partners (JCP) President 
and CEO Laura Linder, referring to members 
of the broader Memphis community 
attending in support of fellow students, 
neighbors and colleagues. “Especially 
moving was interacting with Jewish alumni. 
Several mentioned how proud they were 
that the college now has a Jewish student 
population of nearly 70 students.”

 The presentations kept the audience 
educated and entertained. Michael 
Greenberg, JCP chair served as master 
of ceremonies. Rhodes College chaplain 
Reverend Lucy Webb offered a beautiful 
and truly ecumenical prayer. Wendy Rotter, 
a Rhodes alum, former member of the 
Rhodes administration, current parent, and 
newly appointed chair of the Rhodes Hillel 
Advisory Council, recognized the newly 
formed council, which will offer support 
and guidance to the Hillel director.

Rhodes College President Dr. Marjorie 
Hass said that it was a privilege to serve 
the college during Hillel’s first year. “Some 
might say it’s coincidence, I might say 
beshert –fated – for my inaugural year to 
coincide with the beginning of our Hillel,” 
she said. “Hillel is important in my life, 
personally. My parents met at the University 
of Illinois Hillel, and my husband and I 
regularly attended services there, years later, 
when we were graduate students.

“As Rhodes’ first Jewish president, 
when they said to me ‘we’re bringing this 
organization, perhaps you’ve heard of it’, I 
was able to say ‘Yes, I know all about it.’”

Memphis and event attendees welcomed 
keynote speaker, Hillel International 
President and CEO Eric Fingerhut. “It’s 
been a privilege meeting the warm 
Memphis Jewish community, whose 
generosity and leadership provides for 
Hillel at Rhodes and also at the University 
of Memphis,” he said. “I can only tell you 
how it warmed my heart to see the building 
at the University, that’s been there for so 
many years and cared for with such love.”

He thanked longtime supporter Harry 
Samuels and U of M Hillel Advisory Chair 
Hal Fogelman for their leadership. “And 
to the students, faculty, and leadership 

here at Rhodes, thank you for welcoming 
Hillel, for joining our missions together,” 
he continued before leading the crowd in 
reciting the Shehecheyanu.

“The Hillel reception brought me to 
tears upon walking into the room and 
seeing all of the Jewish community 
members of Memphis who wanted to help 
and support Rhodes College,” said Sydnie 
Schindler, a junior from Dallas majoring 
in psychology, with a minor in Spanish. 
“In all my years at Rhodes, I never found 
myself surrounded by more than 10 Jews 
at a time. Hearing the Shehecheyanu 
ringing from the walls inside Rhodes 
College was so beautiful. I am truly 
blessed and honored to be a part of this 
community that cares so much about the 
Jewish students on campus.”

 Rabbi Jeremy Simons, director of Hillels 
of Memphis, offered a symbolic gift to 
Rhodes College. Revealing a shining silver 
menorah, he placed it on the podium and 
said, “This Chanukiah is meant to be lit and 
displayed publicly. Historically, that hasn’t 
always been easy for Jews to do. We give 
this knowing it has a place on this campus 
and that generations of students, of all 
faiths and of no faiths, will gather proudly 
by its light far into the future.

“There’s more than one way to fund 
a Hillel,” he continued. “In Memphis, 
ours are funded by Memphis Jewish 
Federation. I may be biased but I think 
our way is best. Our Hillels are not 
just isolated islands populated with 
mysterious millennials. Our Hillels 
belong to all of us. And we, as Jewish 
Memphis, recognize we are responsible 
for them.”

After the ceremony, the energized crowd 
was in no rush to leave. Small groups 
gathered to share their favorite bits. Old 
friends posed for photos and embraced, 
new friends shook hands and exchanged 
cell numbers.

“Several people said how wonderful 
it was to come out for something that 
benefits the entire Memphis Jewish 
community as opposed to it being an 
event of a particular denomination, 
school or agency,” said JCP’s Director of 
Community Impact Bluma Zuckerbrot-
Finkelstein. “Everyone really felt a strong 
communal feeling.”

Jewish Memphis History 
in the Making
Story by Matt Timberlake :: Photos by Ronnie Booze

Hillel International President/CEO 
Eric Fingerhut and Rhodes College 

President Dr. Marjorie Hass.

JCP President/CEO Laura Linder, Eric 
Fingerhut and longtime Hillel of Memphis 
supporter Harry Samuels.
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Holocaust education focuses on people and 
places, survivors and those lost. Education 
reminds us that prejudice, hatred and violence 
lead to the destruction of human society. Those 
touched by the Holocaust – survivors, children 
and grandchildren of survivors, those who saved 
others – are encouraged to speak about their 
experiences, so that it never happens again.

Communities throughout the world hold Yom 
HaShoah observance programs to commemorate 
survivors and remember those who perished. 
How do you make the study of such a profoundly 
horrific and unbelievable genocide real to 
school-age students who may have never met 
someone affected by the Holocaust? 

Memphis Jewish Federation (MJF) is taking 
a closer look at one community. “With the 
emphasis on the Jews of Lodz, Poland, we hope 
our programs will bring the Holocaust into 
sharper focus for our community,” explained 
Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein, Director of 
Community Impact for Jewish Community 
Partners. “Through stories and photos of 
individual Jews from Lodz, we hope to be better 
equipped to transmit the legacy of the Holocaust 
to the next generation.” 

The Jews of Lodz formed the second largest 
Jewish community in pre-war Poland, where the 
city was a vibrant center of Jewish culture. In 
1940, the Jews were herded and sealed into the 
Lodz Ghetto, the second largest and longest-
existing ghetto in Nazi Europe. Only 5,000-
7,000 Jews survived from a pre-war population 
of 233,000.

Guests will have a unique opportunity to hear 
a personal story of Lodz from Memphis Lodz 
survivor, Mr. Sam Weinreich, who will share 
his family’s story on Sunday morning, March 

18, at 10 a.m., at Anshei Sphard-Beth El 
Emeth Congregation. 

A founding member of MJF’s Holocaust 
Memorial Committee and veteran participant 
in its annual Yom HaShoah observance, Mr. 
Weinreich suffered under Nazi occupation for six 
years including detention in the Lodz Ghetto and 
transport to Auschwitz. He is the sole survivor of 
his family.

In April, Lodz will be the keynote presentation 
at the 56th annual Yom HaShoah observance 
given by Facing History & Ourselves President 
& CEO Roger Brooks. A renowned educator, 
scholar and leader, Mr. Brooks has built a 
presentation from a series of photographs 
of the Lodz Ghetto taken by Polish Jewish 
photographer Henryk Ross in the 1940s. 
Hired by the Nazis to take propaganda photos 
of the Lodz Ghetto, Ross secretly captured 
the horrific and very human daily lives of 
the Jews sealed into the ghetto. At the time 
of the ghetto’s liquidation in 1944, Ross 
buried his negatives. Following the war, he 
unearthed them, discovering that half of 
the 6,000 images had survived. Mr. Brooks 
is a recognized expert in the Henryk Ross 
collection. The community observance will be 
held on Thursday, April 12, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center.

For more information, please contact Bluma 
Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein at 901.767.7100 or 
bzuckerbrot-finkelstein@jcpmemphis.org.

The Jews of Lodz By Matt Timberlake

Photos from the collection of Henryk Ross



MARCH
70 Faces Project
Humans of Memphis-style project in 
conjunction with the MJCC and Memphis’ 
sister city, Shoham, Israel

Project begins March 5th and culminates 
in a gallery showing at the MJCC later this 
year.

For more information contact: 
Melinda Lejman, Israel at 70 Coordinator 
at mlejman@jcpmemphis.org

The Social Fabric of Tel Aviv with 
MJCC Israeli Artist in Residence 
Erez Kaganovitz
A story-filled Tel Aviv 101 through the lens 
of the Humans of Tel Aviv exhibit.

MJCC

Tuesday, March 6th at 7 p.m.

Human Rights and the Public 
Sphere with MJCC Israeli Artist in 
Residence Erez Kaganovitz
An exploration of how Tel Aviv functions 
as a laboratory to explore democracy, 
human rights, and the public sphere.

MJCC

Wednesday, March 7th at 7 p.m.

Israel at 70 Curriculum Fair
Israel at 70 Fair with interactive Israel 
activities. Visit different Israeli cities 
and experience Israeli innovation and 
inventions.

Bornblum Jewish Community School

Thursday, March 8th at 6:30 p.m.

Visit from the Mayor of Shoham, Israel
Made possible by partnership with 
MJF and the City of Shoham

March 16th through 19th

APRIL
Baron Hirsch Congregation and 
Religious Zionists of America 
present
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE SHABBATON 
WITH RABBI ANTHONY MANNING

Celebrating 70 years of the State of Israel

April 13th-14th

Email gwen@baronhirsch.org for more 
details or call 901-683-7485

Morris and Mollye Fogelman Israel 
Week with the JAFI Shlichim
MJCC

Friday, April 13th through 
Thursday, April 19th

Community Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
Celebration
MJCC Pavilion

Sunday, April 15th from 2-4 p.m.

Memphis Shalom Israeli Folkdancers
Join in a celebratory dance featuring 
the simple dances many Jews learned in 
camp or other gatherings.

MJCC

Monday, April 16th at 7 p.m.

Joint Yom Ha'Atzmaut Program
CO-SPONSORED BY ASBEE, BARON 
HIRSCH, YOUNG ISRAEL, MHA AND 
KOLLEL TORAH MITZION

Baron Hirsch Synagogue

Wednesday, April 18th at 7 p.m.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut Annual March
Margolin Hebrew Academy

Community march from Margolin Hebrew 
Academy to Baron Hirsch Congregation 
featuring music, dancing and the Kollel 
Torah Mitzion and Bat Ami.

Thursday, April 19th at 2 p.m.

Memphis Jewish Federation (MJF) is pleased to share 
with you upcoming Israel-themed programs as part of our 

community-wide, year-long Israel@70 celebration. 

We encourage you to attend these events in support of 
the Memphis Jewish community and the founding of Israel. 
Please contact each congregation/agency/school for more 

information about a specific program. 

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

JCPMEMPHIS.ORG

A Celebration of Israel
Location TBA • Hosted by MJF

Evening of Thursday, April 19th

Israel at 70 with PJ Library: Israel-
themed story time and activities
Day, time and location TBD

MAY
Learning the Wisdom of Israeli 
Martial Arts: Krav Maga: Combining 
Physical and Spiritual Strengths
Temple Israel

Tuesday, May 1st at 7 p.m.

Cooking Like an Israeli
Spend time in the kitchen with Memphis 
Israelis, learn how to prepare Israeli 
dishes, and stay for dinner! Registration 
required — $7 fee includes meal and 
recipes. 

Temple Israel

Tuesday, May 8th at 7 p.m.

Sisterhood Lunch and Learn: 
Jerusalem
Led by Rabbi Joel Finkelstein

Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth 
Congregation (ASBEE)

Thursday, May 10th at 12:00 p.m.

Jerusalem Day Picnic
CO-SPONSORED BY ASBEE, BARON 
HIRSCH AND YOUNG ISRAEL

Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth 
Congregation (ASBEE)

Sunday, May 13th at 12:00 p.m.

MJF’s Happy Birthday Israel 
Celebration
MJCC Lobby — Join us for birthday cake!

Monday, May 14th Time TBD

Scenes
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Two new members bring a personal 
and Jewish connection to the 
Unknown Child Foundation, 
Inc. board. The non-profit was 
established for the purpose of 
fulfilling its promise to the middle 
school students who began the 
project to use their 1.5 million 
collected pennies to build a 
memorial telling the story of the 1.5 
million children who perished in the 
Holocaust.

“Peter Felsenthal and Marty 
Kelman embody the mission of the 
Foundation and bring insight, extra 
perspective and organizational 
development and networking 
skills,” said Foundation President 
Diane McNeil. “We are grateful to 
have them by our side as we tell 
the story of these children who 
perished in the Holocaust and of 
the local students who launched 
the campaign to have the world 
remember.”

Peter S. Felsenthal is CEO of 
Whitmor, Inc., a wholesale 

distributor of storage, organization and laundry 
accessory products. Whitmor’s international 
headquarters and distribution facility is based in 
Southaven, Miss. He holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Vanderbilt University and a JD from the University of 
Memphis School of Law. Peter currently serves on the 
board of the Desoto County Economic Development 
Council and Whitmor, Inc., and is a former board 
member of the Southaven Chamber of Commerce and 
Plough Towers.

Martin (Marty) S. Kelman is chairman of Kelman-
Lazarov, Inc., a financial planning and investment 
advisory firm. Marty is a Certified Financial Planner 
and a Certified Retirement Counselor. He currently 
serves on the boards of Facing History and Ourselves 
and the Yom HaShoah Commission. He was past 
president of Lausanne Collegiate School, chairperson 
of Shelby County and Memphis Youth Guidance 
Commission and board member of Jewish Community 
Partners and Ridgeway Country Club.

Marty is a second generation of Holocaust survivors. 
His mother, Mrs. Paula Kelman, of blessed memory, 
was the first survivor to speak to the Horn Lake 
Middle School students who began the “Pennies 
Project,” the predecessor to the Unknown Child 
Holocaust Memorial.

For more information about Unknown 
Child Foundation, Inc., call 901.355.5799 
or visit www.unknownchild.org.

The Unknown Child Foundation Expands 
Board with Jewish Memphians

Marty Kelman

Peter Felsenthal
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Cary & Wendy Rottermemphis-169.comfortkeepers.com

Office independently owned & operated

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION!

Keeping the Comforts  
of Home

We watch your property. 

You watch your investment grow.

BERT LESS, PRESIDENT

(901) 272-9028 • lecorealty.com 
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Memphis 
JewishJewish
Community 
Center

Purim Festivities
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Upcoming
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Health, Body and Soul
Spring Fashion and Fun

APRIL 

Outdoor Living • Summer Vacation
JUNE
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Urgent Orthopaedic Care 
Now with two convenient Mid-South locations, it’s easier than ever to skip the  
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