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From the Editor

From the

Editor/Publisher
Dear JSM Readers,
I’m not sure that we actually
had a spring this year. But it
sure was a busy time of year for
Jewish Memphis.
Memphians from all walks of life enjoyed Israel-inspired
and Jewish-related events throughout April and May.
If you didn’t get your tickets in time for the second
annual Taste of Israel presented by Memphis Jewish
Federation you missed quite the soirée. From wellrenowned Memphis chefs serving delicious bites
prepared in kosher kitchens at Baron Hirsch and Anshei
Sphard Beth El Emeth, to music by local musicians
Eleanor Tallie Steinberg and Jason Caplan, it was a night
to remember.
Passover Seders filled homes, synagogues and Hillels at
the University of Memphis and Rhodes College and even
senior living facilities.
Women philanthropists recognized donors at the annual
Lion of Judah spring reception.
Students from Bornblum Jewish Community School and
Margolin Hebrew Academy traveled to Israel.

60 YEARS OF SERVING
CLIENTS WITH INTEGRITY
AND DEDICATION
TO EXCELLENCE.

Yom Hashoah, hosted by Memphis Jewish Federation,
brought more than 500 people together at the Memphis
Jewish Community Center to remember those who were
lost, honor those who survived and to celebrate the
life we have today. Students from throughout the state
competed in an annual Holocaust-inspired art and essay
contest. Entries were displayed in the lobby and the
winning essay read during the ceremony.
And groups across the city celebrated Israel
Independence Day, Yom Ha’Atzma’ut.
While school is out, kids are going off to camp and
parents planning summer get-a-ways, it’s time for a
little rest and relaxation. Before you know it, school will
start, the High Holidays will be here and Jewish Agencies
across the cities will put into action all of the programs
and events planned for the coming year.
For the next month, I think I’ll be sitting by the pool,
enjoying all of the flowers and greenery and waiting for
my quarterly trip to the beach.
Have a great summer!
Shalom!

Susan C. Nieman - Publisher/Editor

• Business Entities
• Bankruptcy
• Corporate and Business
Transactions
• Employment and Labor
• Estate Planning and Probate
• Health Care
• Land Use Planning and Zoning
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• Litigation
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate
Closing | Leasing
Lending | Foreclosure
• Taxation

6060 Poplar Avenue Suite 140
Memphis, TN 38119
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Mary Kanowitz is a freelance writer, project

Harry Samuels, author of “Beshert: True

Laura Linder is the President and CEO of Jewish

manager, and Memphis transplant circa 2011.

Stories of Connections” and “Crossroads

Community Partners.

She spends much of her time keeping up with

Chance or Destiny,” is a graduate of

her two children, two dogs, cat, and husband.

Washington University. He has devoted many

She loves throwing a good party for any or no

years to volunteerism in Memphis, Tennessee.

reason, and lives by the motto: “What Would

He and his wife, Flora, have been married for

Dolly Do?”

57 years and are the parents of Martin, William
and the late David Samuels.

Viktor Patel is the owner of Great Wines &

Larry Skolnick is the President and CEO of

Niki Scheinberg, 19, is a journalism student

Spirits located at 6150 Poplar Avenue in Regalia,

Memphis Jewish Community Center.

at the University of Memphis. Growing up

Memphis, Tenn., 38119. Contact him at 901.682.1333

in Memphis, she graduated from Bornblum

or vikalp.patel@greatwinesmemphis.com.

Solomon Schechter School and Germantown
High School. A member of Kriger BBG from 2013
to 2017, she served as Shlicha, Safranit, and MIT
mom for her chapter. Niki and her family belong
to Beth Sholom Synagogue.
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Voices of Belmont Village

“The staff was able to see through Dad’s dementia to
recognize and appreciate his real personality.”
When the symptoms of dementia affect a loved one, it can be confusing and heartbreaking. Created
in partnership with leading universities, Belmont Village memory programs help residents and family
members focus on what is there — not what is lost. Through uniquely personalized care and research-based
exercises and activities, our specially trained staff provides the structure and support you both need.

He'll always be your dad.

MEMPHIS

Distinctive Residential Settings | Chef-Prepared Dining and Bistro
Premier Health and Wellness Programs | Award-Winning Memory Care
Professionally Supervised Therapy and Rehabilitation Services

The Community Built for Life.®
901-624-8820
belmontvillage.com/memphis
Jewish Scene
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Simcha Scene

Princess Perfect

Matt and Brooke
Vogel Ortman

By Susan C. Nieman

Princess Brooke as she teasingly addresses
herself always dreamed of an over-the-top
wedding, “like me,” she said.
Dramatic is how Brooke Vogel Ortman described
The Columns in Downtown Memphis, where
she’d always dreamed of having her wedding. It
fit her style to a T.
“I had visions of orchids, with gold and ivory,
but I wasn’t exactly sure how to pull it all
together,” said Brooke.
That’s when she and her mom, Stacy Vogel, met
with longtime friend and simcha planner Janis
Kiel (J Designs). Brooke had also worked with
Janis years ago, as did her sister, Ashley.
“Immediately following my first meeting with
Brooke and Stacy I realized that this was going
to be my first fairytale wedding,” said Janis.
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“Brooke is all about glitz, glamour, lots of
sparkles, gold and full of LOVE. Quite honestly,
I was very hyped that this was not going to be
just a nice, typical wedding.”
And fit for a princess it was. “From the soft
layers of romantic light-blush ruffles in
Brooke’s wedding dress, the five-tiered cake
adorned with sparkling glitz, to the glistening
gold guest chairs, this wedding was exactly what
this princess had her heart set upon,” Janis
described.
To top it off was the chuppah designed by
Holliday Flowers and Events that included blush
garden spray roses, orchids and delphinium.
“The golden fabric-cover legs and hanging
inverted flowers represented the house
Brooke and husband Matt Ortman would share
together,” Janis continued.

The photographer
suggested a handmade
one-of-a-kind scent that
would remind Brooke of
her special day.

Simcha Scene

Brooke could not wait to see the
incredibly designed chuppah by Holliday
Flowers and Events. She was devastated
that it had to be dismantled and took
every opportunity to pose there.

“Her dress really set the
mood for the entire affair,”
said Stacy. “It was perfect for
Brooke.”
“And something I would never
have imagined for myself,”
Brooke chimed in.
Everything evolved as Janis
guided Brooke and Stacy
for the transformation
throughout the evening.
Having the ceremony in the
same space as the reception
posed a challenge for Holliday
Event’s team, but something
they are accustomed to. With
more than 300 guests, including
100 of Matt’s Ohio family,
the tables were moved from
behind the drapes and the
chairs reconfigured before the
party could begin.
The chuppah remained the
centerpiece throughout the
evening creating the dramatic
effect envisioned by all and
showcasing the cake after the
ceremony. It was also the most
important thing on Brooke’s
mind. “The chuppah was all
Continued on 08

Brooke and Matt with parents Scott and Stacy Vogel,
siblings Ashley and Andrew Vogel, Joan and Marty Ortman,
and siblings Eric and Michael Ortman.

Cotton candy-lined glasses of
champagne with sushi and fruit/
cheese appetizers.
Jewish Scene
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Simcha Scene
I wanted to see when I walked into the room,” she said.
She was so devastated with the thought that it had to be
dismantled at the end of the evening that she stayed to eat a
bowl of pasta while sitting under it for the last time.
The couple’s monogram shined on the wall behind the
chuppah throughout the ceremony and into the evening.
Brooke and Matt met in Memphis at a mutual acquaintance’s
home. He was headed back to Ohio to work for a chiropractic
practice that had recruited him right out of school. Luckily
for the couple, he was also offered a position at a Memphis
practice and the rest was the happily-ever-after they were
each looking for.
While Brooke interwove family heirlooms into the ceremony,
Matt wore a tallit that his parents, Joan and Marty Ortman,
used during a vow renewal they had in Israel several years
ago. Matt’s brother, Eric, and his wife, Caitlin, also used
the tallit in their wedding ceremony a couple of years ago.
Brooke wore a necklace that friend Philip Gattas (Gattas
Jewelers) reimagined from a ring of her Bubbe, Sandy Lewis’
jewelry collection. At the time of her bat mitzvah, Sandy told
Brooke to choose a piece that she liked. “My Bubbe was so
much a part of my life that I wanted a part of her to be there
with me during this special day,” said Brooke. The satin and
lace handkerchief she carried was a special gift from her
aunt Debby Wilk. It was made from pieces of Brooke’s greatgrandmother, Alice Levitch’s gown and veil.
To top things off, or to ground them – so to speak,
Brooke’s heels dazzled on their own. She later changed
into glittery tennis shoes so that she could dance away the
evening to the Memphis Soul Revue.
The family joined the band when her brother, Andrew, an
ex-band major for the University of Tennessee Vols, took
control of the drums, and the whole family sang Bon Jovi’s
“Living on a Prayer.”
Another surprise was the wedding painting. Brooke really
wanted her wedding and reception captured by a painter
who specializes in event painting. Everyone kept telling
her that the women had another event and wasn’t sure
if she could be there. “I cannot wait until I get to see the
final painting,” she exclaimed.
Another keepsake is the laser-cut ketubah found online.
“On a trip to Israel, Scott, (Brooke’s dad), and I tried to
find the gallery of an artist we’d been told had amazing
work,” said Stacy. “It was raining and dreary and when we
finally found the shop, we saw he had moved to a different
city. Needless to say, we never bought the ketubah in
Israel. When we found out where Brooke had ordered hers,
it turned out to be the same artist.”
“It was the perfect wedding,” said Brooke. “Everything was so
beautiful, over-the-top and so above my expectations.”

Putting the Pieces Together
Event Planner: Janis Kiel
Holliday Flowers and Events
Frost Bakery: Each layer of the cake was a different flavor.
Something So Write: Invitations and Paper Goods
Milk Dessert Bar: Groom’s Cake
Robert Irwin Jewelers: Rings
Message in A Bottle: Videography
Elizabeth Looney Photography
Robin Joyce Catering: Assortment of food stations, including
taco, salmon, pasta, potato and grilled cheese – see them online
at jewishscenemagazine.com
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Agency Highlight

The expert staff at Jewish Family
Service is empowered to help
meet the needs of every Jewish
Memphian.

Working Together to Serve the
Most Vulnerable
By Laura Linder and Larry Skolnick

This is a story about a partnership that may not exist in any other community. It’s about two agencies coming
together to solve problems that no single agency could tackle alone.
This story isn’t only about Memphis Jewish
Federation (MJF) fundraising or a vital service
provided by the Memphis Jewish Community
Center (MJCC). It’s about a commitment that the
two largest agencies in our Jewish community
made together five and a half years ago to serve
the most vulnerable people in our community.
It’s the story of the new Jewish Family
Service (JFS).
Memphis Jewish Federation’s 2014 Needs
Assessment Study was an eye-opener, revealing
realities across our community that have led to
important changes across multiple agencies.
One stark fact emerged about JFS: the needs of
the Jewish community weren’t being fully met.
More families were living in poverty than we
knew. Food insecurity was more significant than
we thought. Jewish families didn’t know where
to turn for help, special needs families had no
services. We had underestimated the extent of
the need.
When JFS approached our organizations
looking to partner on solutions we acted quickly,
assembling a task force from professional and
lay leadership at the MJCC, MJF, and JFS. A core
partnership coalesced, and a new operating
model was hatched. MJCC would operate JFS,
and Federation would provide the funding.
We started rebuilding JFS from scratch, and
in year one served 450 Jewish clients. Four years

into the partnership we’ve seen remarkable
successes, with record numbers of Jewish
families being served. Now, as JFS evolves to
stay ahead of changing needs in a changing
community it’s vital that we rally the Memphis
Jewish community to ensure the organization
has the resources it needs to serve families for
generations to come.
JFS must find a way to be self-sustainable
while remaining positioned to adapt to shifting
needs. We think often of the next generation
of seniors. Today we serve most clients in
partnership with local family members, but data
hints that in 15 years a disproportionate number
of seniors without local caregivers will rely on
the safety net JFS provides on a daily basis.
Special needs adults are also at risk as their
parents and siblings age and lose the ability to
provide care. These vulnerable members of our
community can’t be set adrift.
Through our partnership, we can help the
community live up to our obligation as Jews to
take care of the needy among us. Because of
MJCC’s management and MJF’s fundraising,
100% of JFS staff is focused on delivering
services. They don’t worry about accounting, HR,
marketing, keeping the lights on. We took all
of that out so the team can laser-focus on what
they excel at and are passionate about, which is
making sure our Jewish community gets the care

that’s needed.
Because of the careful structure of this
partnership, overhead costs are exceptionally
low allowing our senior administrative
professional, Mary Elizabeth Jones, to be handson, doing what she does best. As the Director of
JFS, Mary Elizabeth is fully integrated into the
senior management team at the MJCC. Because
of this integration we now have eyes and ears
with access to an entire community through the
microcosm of the Center and are better able to
offer early interventions to people, preventing
small problems from becoming big crises. It’s
now a matter of a phone call and in five minutes
someone from JFS is helping that family.
Our Jewish values teach us that people
shouldn’t have to come and ask for help. Help
should be given without having to ask for it.
The talented staff hired to run the new JFS
keeps client self-respect at the forefront. It’s a
group of professionals that represent our Jewish
community values, and the spirit of who they
are and how their work shows through.
Going forward the key is to position JFS to be
self-sufficient, ensuring that we are able to evolve
as the needs of the community evolve. We worked
hard together to carefully craft a plan that works.
We’ll continue to leverage the deep talent at both
the MJCC and MJF to empower the expert JFS team
to help every Jewish need be met.
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Tikkun Olam

TI CHAI teens from Temple Israel
help set up before the prom.

Senior to Senior

TI CHAI Hosts “Senior Prom” at Plough Towers
By Mary Kanowitz :: Photos courtesy of Plough Towers’ resident photographer Al Steicher

What do high school seniors have in common with
a seniors living at Plough Towers in Memphis?
More than either had ever imagined!
Graduation from Germantown’s Houston High
School as a member of the prestigious Honors
Academy, requires students to complete a senior
capstone project. Temple Israel’s TI CHAI high
school program participant, Hayley Royal, did just
that by helping create a very special evening with
residents at Plough Towers. Enter, the very first
Plough Towers “Senior Prom.”
Partnering and shadowing with Temple Israel’s
Director of Teen Engagement, Marisa Baggett,
Hayley spent time learning about non-profits.
“I learned a lot about non-profits and how
rewarding and meaningful volunteering and
working for one can be,” said Haley. “Because
of this, I decided I would really love to create a
project for the members of my community. The
prom was a way to connect the Jews in Memphis,
even with a generational gap. Marisa put me in
contact with Leigh Hendry and Emma Hobson
at Plough Towers, and we began to plan the
event. Marisa, Leigh, and Emma were so helpful
and supportive throughout the process. The
night would absolutely not have been successful
without them.”
Plough Towers executive director Leigh Hendry
was delighted with the concept. “We loved the
idea! Marisa did a wonderful job listening to
what Hayley was thinking and really helped
make this a reality,” she said. “The students
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Hayley Royal is
ready to party.

Tikkun Olam

Elevating the Human Spirit

SM

• Personal care and homemaker services
• Screened, bonded, and insured
• Serving Mid-South families since 2001

Free In-Home Consultation
901-752-1515 | 662-393-1110
MEMPHIS-169.COMFORTKEEPERS.COM
made posters to publicize the event and hung them throughout the building
and invites were sent.”
Over 30 TI CHAI high school students signed up to volunteer and were thrilled
to take part in something so unique. “This was such a nice, intergenerational
opportunity to blend all ages involved,” said Leigh. “It was very encouraging
for everyone to be together. At first, there was some hesitation between the
generations, but soon, the ice melted. The TI CHAI students began serving up the
food, and then the music and dancing began!”
Residents were treated to beautiful donated corsages and boutonnieres. They
danced with high school student “dates” who even showed up at their doors
to escort them to the dance. The TI CHAI high school program at Temple Israel
and Kathryn Feinstone, owner of Elder Care Consultants, LLC, donated to the
project and played an integral part in the evening’s success. The dining room was
transformed into a real “prom” feel, complete with streamers, balloons, and a
festive photo booth. The snacks and desserts were chosen and made by the teens
and were a great way to get the evening started. Everyone was able to dance along
to music ranging from 1950s classics all the way through today’s top 40 favorites.

We watch your property.
You watch your investment grow.

“Some of our residents really dressed up for this,” said Leigh. “One of our
residents told us that they were unable to attend their own senior prom as a high
school student, so this was very special for them.”
When asked if she thought that this could be an annual event, Hayley said, “I
hope so! I am very sad I will not be living in Memphis next year to help make the
Senior Prom happen. But there are lots of awesome high schoolers in the Jewish
community that (with the help of all the incredible people at Plough Towers) I
know have the ability to recreate the prom again! I will be cheering them on from
Baton Rouge and will be happy to do anything I can to help!”
Hayley will be studying Child and Family Studies at Louisiana State University
next year.
Plough Towers is a senior, high-rise, independent living community subsidized
by HUD (Housing and Urban Development) and receives generous funding from
Memphis Jewish Federation.

BERT LESS, PRESIDENT
(901) 272-9028 • lecorealty.com
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Up Close

Up Close
with

Larry Skolnick
By Niki Scheinberg

Larry Skolnick is the President and CEO of the
Memphis Jewish Community Center.
Larry enjoys spending as
much time as possible with
his daughter, Sophie.

Larry leads a group of
MJCC staff on a mission
trip to Israel.

Jewish community and giving back to the
Jewish community. So, for me professionally,
having that background and realizing that I
loved what I was doing, that it really mirrored
the values that I grew up with from my parents
and my grandfather.
JSM: What kind of changes have you made in
the MJCC during your tenure here?
LS: It was important to me to see the
endowment at the JCC grow significantly to
make sure that, long-term, no matter the size
of our Jewish community, that there is always
a vibrant JCC to serve the Jewish community.
So, we launched a legacy and endowment
campaign and raised close to $14 million to
add to the endowment fund. We have put a
lot of focus on reinvesting in our staff and
professional development to make sure that
we have the best and the most well-trained
staff here running our programs and services.

JSM: When did you become the CEO and
president of the MJCC?

JSM: When you were growing up, what was
your experience with Jewish youth groups or
other Jewish activities?

LS: I started in January of 2013.
JSM: Are you a native Memphian?
LS: I am not from Memphis. I grew up in
Louisville, Kentucky.
JSM: What was the Jewish community like
there?
LS: What really attracted me to Memphis was
the fact that it reminded me so much of the
Jewish community that I grew up in. It was a
mid-sized Jewish community like Memphis,
very close-knit, high affiliation rates. And
when I came to Memphis to interview for the
position, I was talking on the phone to my
mom as I was at the airport getting ready to fly
back to Ohio. The first thing I said is it is the
only place that has ever reminded me of home
since I left home.

12

June 2019

I

LS: I grew up actively in the Jewish
community. From the time I was in preschool, I was always involved in stuff at the
JCC, participated in BBYO, was involved with
NCSY, and went to Jewish summer camp from
the time I was 7 years old through being a
staff member there. When I was in college and
graduate school, I spent some of my summers
running a middle-school outdoor adventure
camp at the JCC in Louisville.
JSM: Did you have any role models who
inspired you?
LS: I would say it’s not really anybody in
the field. It would be having the privilege
of growing up seeing my mom and my dad
and my maternal grandfather’s involvement
in the Jewish community, the JCC and the
synagogue. I grew up understanding the
importance of being involved in a part of the

www.jewishscenemagazine.com

JSM: Where do you see the JCC going in the
future?
LS: For a JCC or any Jewish organization to
be vital and relevant you have to be flexible
and be willing to understand what the Jewish
community wants, what you can give them.
And I see us being the type of organization that
is responsive, listening to the community , not
only worrying about tomorrow but worrying
about five years from now so we are looking
forward and ahead. I see us continuing, as
we have for the last six years since I’ve been
here and for the last 70 years since the JCC
has existed, to evolve and grow and change
based on evolving and growing and changing
community needs.

L’Chayim

Refreshing Summer Cocktails

Advertise in
Jewish Scene

Provided by Viktor Patel, Great Wines and Spirits

Reach our unique and targeted audience.
Ad prices starting at $350 per issue.
For more information, visit
jewishscenemagazine.com and for rates contact
larry@jewishscenemagazine.com

It’s Tequila Time
Patron Silver has always been great for making delicious cocktails especially
during summer. And, it has always been certified for Kosher – now it’s also
Kosher for Passover as is Roca Patron Silver. This opens up a big door for all of
you who love to enjoy tequila cocktails!

or susan@jewishscenemagazine.com
Jewish Scene Magazine is always searching for
talented sales people and freelance writers.

Shake it up with these unique tequila cocktails:
• Lighten it with a fruit to offer different colors.
• Spice it up with chopped jalapenos, ginger cardamom or cinnamon.
• Make it sour and tingly with some lemon/lime or orange bitters.
• Add mint, sage leaf or basil for refreshing herbal effects.
Keep it simple with a delicious margarita:
• Tequila (2 Oz), orange Juice (1 Oz), lime juice (1 Oz) and orange simple syrup
(1/2 Oz).
• Combine all the ingredients in a cocktail shaker with ice and shake it up!
Even more simple is tequila on the rocks, or take a shot!

EVERY OCCASION SHOULD BE
CELEBRATED

How about a
Manischewitz Sangria?
This is for all the wine lovers in your family!
Manischewitz wine (3 ¼ Cup), lemon-line soda

Einat Loskovitz
901.283.1699
Eloskovitz@gmail.com

(2 Cups), kosher vodka (1/2 Cup) and fresh fruit!
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Arts & Entertainment

Guests at Kandy Gallery Memphis’ Grand
Opening gaze at the extraordinary
photographs by Neil Dankoff.

Kandy Gallery Artist Cuts Ribbon
and Binds Ties with Memphis
Story by Susan Nieman

On any given day fine art photographer Neil
Dankoff might be climbing a mountain, standing
in shallow waters off the coast of Hawaii,
hovering over a canyon in a helicopter or waiting
in the silence of a wooded forest.
If you live in Montréal, Toronto and now, even
Memphis, you can step inside a tiny portion of
Neil’s world to view a small part of his collection
of more than 800 photographs.
Kandy Galleries, owned by Neil and his business
partners, Derek and Kirsty Stern, just held its
grand opening in Downtown Memphis at 80
Monroe Avenue. The building is the former B.
Lowenstein & Brothers Building that housed
Lowenstein’s Department Store until the late
1960s. It is now known as Brinkley Plaza.
Neil, originally from Montréal, lives in Toronto
with his wife and three children. His office is
nestled among the largest of his collections
displayed throughout Hotel X Toronto. The
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hotel’s lobby and every floor display the
culmination of a once-in-a-lifetime experience
for Neil. Shortly after opening Kandy Gallery
Montréal, Hotel X commissioned Neil for a
three-year stint to travel the world and capture
extraordinary images.
“They told me I could travel anywhere on the
globe I wanted to visit,” he said. “At the age of
40, I began a bucket list of places to go.”
He shot more than 800 pieces in about twoand-a-half years. It became the largest fine art
photography transaction in Canadian history.
So why Memphis?
“Derek’s brother, Richard Stern, president of
Olymbec Corporate Group, and I are childhood
friends,” said Neil while taking a short break
from the flow of grand opening visitors waiting
to talk to him about his massive photographs.
“Derek is the vice president of Olymbec, is an

www.jewishscenemagazine.com

amateur photographer, and is licensed to fly
planes and helicopters, so we travel the world
quite often together.”
Olymbec owns, operates and manages a
diverse portfolio of industrial, office, retail,
and residential properties in North America.
Headquartered in Montréal and Memphis, the
company owns real estate in key markets across
Québec and the United States with several
locations in Memphis including the building at
80 Monroe Avenue.
“While visiting Memphis on a trip with Derek, I
saw the building and knew this would make an
amazing gallery,” said Neil. “I immediately fell
in love with Memphis and wanted to become a
part of the city.”
While Kandy Gallery’s spacious floorspace serves
as a gorgeous setting for his over-sized images
– some exceeding 12 feet long – the galleries
offer an inviting backdrop to host events such as

Arts & Entertainment

Neil Dankoff: Photo courtesy KandyGallery.com
bar/bat mitzvahs, corporate parties and charitable
galas. It was the most appropriate spot for hosting
his own daughter’s bat mitzvah party.
Kandy Gallery and Olymbec pride themselves on
giving back to the community.
Jason and Jordana Berger moved from Montréal to
manage Olymbec USA’s Memphis headquarters
in 2016. Jason is executive vice president and
Jordana oversees general management and human
resources. The two immediately became immersed
in Memphis. As in every city where they operate,
the company takes charitable giving seriously and
looks for ways to make meaningful connections
through sponsorship opportunities.

Neil cuts the ribbon at the Kandy
Gallery Memphis Grand Opening

“The incredible sense of the Jewish community
differentiates Memphis from any other place we
have lived,” said Jordana. “The Jewish community
really cares about each other and will do anything
possible to assist anyone at any time. The quality
of life in Memphis is excellent. We feel that our
two daughters are growing up with strong Jewish
values, a love for Israel and an understanding of
what it means to be a part of a community. We
have found that much like ourselves, there are
many other young Jewish families with no ties to
Memphis and no family close by. These friends
have become our Framily (friends who are family),
and we all assist each other with the challenges
of parenting in the modern world. We are proud
Memphians. This city has so much to offer, and we
are excited for what the future holds both for us
and the city.”
Proceeds from the grand opening evening will
benefit Memphis Jewish Federation and Le
Bonheur Children’s Hospital. Through Jason and
Jordana, Olymbec, USA, also became a corporate
sponsor of the 2019 Taste of Israel, a signature
event of Memphis Jewish Federation.
“Olymbec USA LLC is proud to be a responsible
corporate citizen, and to give back to the
community,” said Jason.

The gallery is open Mon. - Fri. 8 am
until 6 p.m. or by appointment and
is available for events by calling
901-398-2093 ext. 7005 or 7055.

Olymbec representatives Jordana (l)
and Jason Berger (r) greet Memphis
Jewish Federation representative
Mark Wender and his wife, Sally.
Jewish Scene
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To Dream
the Possible
Dreams
By Susan C. Nieman :: Photos: David McClister

Ori Naftaly

I recently caught up with Ori Naftaly by phone while he was traveling with band members to
Asheville, North Carolina, for one of Southern Avenue Band’s 100s of performances booked for
their most recent tour. With the release of the band’s second album, “Keep On,” their travels
will take them to festivals and venues throughout the U.S. and around the world.

We knew
after
those few
months
together
that
we had
something
special

When The Ori Naftaly Band won “Best Israeli
Blues Band” and the rights to enter the
International Blues Challenge in Memphis in
2013, Ori had no idea the experience would
change his entire life. It was the beginning of
a journey not soon to end.
“My trip to Memphis was the first time I’d
ever been to the United States, and I fell in
love with everything about the city,” said the
Israeli-born guitarist and song writer. The
band advanced to the semi-finals and began
touring in the U.S. when they decided to make
Memphis home.
“It’s been really difficult being so far away
from family,” he explained. “I didn’t realize
how wonderful it was being with my parents
and my cousins all close by. Sometimes you
don’t appreciate those things until you don’t
have that.”
But Ori says he is always on Israeli time – two
time zones. “No matter where I am, I always
know what time it is in Israel,” he said. “I talk
to my parents and FaceTime when I can. I visit
as often as I am able.”
While people think he might have left Israel
for other reasons, it was all about the music.
“In America it is much easier to make a career
out of music with all of the places that you can
travel to and play,” he explained. “I do miss
the Israeli culture, and I really care about what
is going on there.”
While building a name for themselves, Ori
was still searching for that unique sound. In
2015 he joined forces with Memphis singer,
Tierinii Jackson, her sister and drummer,
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Tikyra Jackson and keyboardist Jeremy Powell,
an early alumnus of Stax Records’ renowned
music academy. The group meshed. They
began writing together. They changed the
name to Southern Avenue. And in January
2016, after less than a year together, they
entered the International Blues Challenge
representing Memphis and reached the finals.
The Stax Recording representatives who
attended the Challenge agreed – the sound
was Memphis Soul with bits of blues, funk and
R&B.
They were cranking out enough songs for their
first album. They signed a recording contract
with Stax and released their self-titled album
“Southern Avenue” in 2017.
“We knew after those few months together
that we had something special,” said Ori. The
album hit #6 on Billboard’s Top Blues Albums
Chart, reached #1 on the iTunes Blues Chart
and prominently sat in the Americana radio
Top 30 for nearly six months.
“We are a unique and family-oriented band
with strong personalities who work well
together,” said Ori. “While we each bring
our own backgrounds, we all want to create
good music, make no compromises and try to
change people’s lives.”
The success of the album created demand for
the band in both the U.S. and throughout the
world, performing in high-profile festivals
around the globe. Since that time the band
has seemingly lived on the road with over
300 shows under their belts. Building their
audience one show at a time, they have
headlined countless rooms from coast to coast
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CROSSROADS
CHANCE OR
DESTINY?

By Harry Samuels

This collection of connection stories is a follow up to Harry’s first book,
Beshert, which Jewish Scene readers enjoyed years ago. I hope you
enjoy them as much as I do.
All of us have the ability to experience the synchronicity that is
often the result of reaching out to others. ~ Harry Samuels

A JAR OF QUARTERS
Marilyn Lipman
and have toured with artists including Buddy Guy, JJ Grey & Mofro,
Umphrey’s McGee, Los Lobos, North Mississippi Allstars and Karl
Denson to name a few.
“It’s been cool to see the changes made and the fruits of our labor as
we tour around the world,” said Ori. “We work really hard and we are
barely at home in Memphis – I’ve never worked so hard!”
He wrote “Don’t Give Up,” for himself. “I was in a bad place at that
time and it was a mantra to myself. But people write to me about how
the song has changed their own lives. It means a lot to me.”
When asked about success, Ori says, “I already feel like I’ve
succeeded. I am fulfilling my life’s purpose by writing and playing
music every day.”
Their efforts were further acknowledged by fans and peers in 2018,
when their Stax debut was honored with a Blues Music Award for
“Best Emerging Artist Album.”

Israeli guitarist and songwriter Ori Naftaly
grew up with Jazz and Blues that his father
played. He began playing guitar at age 5.
He even hung out with his father at Mike’s
Place, (when he was too young to be there)
a hot spot for music and dining in Tel Aviv
owned by Assaf Ganzman, a member of the
Israeli Blues Band SOBO. Some of you may
remember when in 2017, SOBO became the
first Israeli blues band to reach the finals of
the International Blues Challenge.

On October 26, 2004 my wife and I met Marilyn Lipman who had traveled
from New York. She shared the following incident with us:
“I realized that I had to do some laundry before coming to Memphis. I took
my jar of quarters to the laundry room, loaded the washing machine, and
stopped at a nearby coffee shop until the clothes were finished. As I sat
drinking some coffee, a lady approached.”
“Would you please sell me some quarters so I can launder my things?” she
implored.
“I handed her the jar saying, help yourself. When she returned to
reimburse me and to thank me for helping, I invited her to sit with me.”
“You speak with an accent,” I said. “Where are you from?”
“I am from Berlin,” she replied. “Then from Auschwitz,” she responded
rolling up her sleeve and displaying the numbers tattooed on her arm.
“How did you survive? I questioned.
“There was a Nazi lieutenant by the name of Fritz* who took pity on me.
He saved my life. My brother was in another camp, and an officer named
Helmut*, who shared the same last name as my benefactor, saved him.
Both of us survived and came to America. I became a social worker and
have been working for an adoption agency helping couples obtain Russian
babies. Not long ago, a couple that had previously filed an application with
our agency came to my office. As they entered, I announced their names.”
“You are the first person to pronounce my obviously Teutonic name
correctly,” the man said.
“ I couldn’t forget that name,” I replied. “Someone with that last name
whose first name was Fritz saved my life in Auschwitz.”
“He was my father!” the applicant announced.
“My brother was saved by someone named Helmut with the same last
name,” I added.
“He was my uncle, replied the young man.
*Pseudonym
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Honey Dish and Dipper

Joy Stember

From Birthright to Metal Designer
By Mary Kanowitz :: Photos Courtesy Joy Stember

Artist Joy Stember was very young when she felt the inspiration to be an
artist. Her father, a skilled jeweler, encouraged her to pursue her seemingly
natural talent. At age five, she took her first art class and began honing her
skills in ceramics. This granted her the opportunity to enroll in her first
adult pottery course at the age of nine.

“In high school I was allowed to focus my
curriculum centered in the ceramics room and
jewelry studio,” Joy says.
Her first involved art project was created
when she was in the 10th grade – a large
Holocaust memorial menorah crafted from
200 pounds of clay, sculpted to resemble
bones. The seven branches of the menorah
hold yahrzeit candles.
Also, around this time, Joy began making
colorful jewelry and friendship bracelets with
her best friend. “I was an entrepreneur from
the start!” she says. “We would bring them
everywhere with us. I would sell the items to
my parents’ friends. One of the first pieces I
sold was called ‘snakes on a pin.’”
It was in the winter of 2010 that Joy discovered
her true passion. While on a Taglit Birthright
trip to Israel, Joy remarked, “I was captivated
by the landscape, culture and history. When
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I returned home, I felt a stronger connection
to Israel, my culture and my identity as an
artist.” She began focusing most of her work
on creating contemporary Judaica fulltime and opened a studio. The Joy Stember
Metal Arts Studio, LLC, located in Abington,
Pennsylvania, has allowed Joy to share her
beautiful and unique craft with the world.
Joy’s inspiration comes from the clean
lines and repetitive nature in urban
landscapes, as well as mid-century design.
She uses a variety of metals such as pewter,
brass, bronze, silver and copper to produce
her designs.

Holocaust Remembrance Menorah

“My work is handmade in the United States
and each piece is lovingly fabricated by scoring
and folding sheets of pewter to make threedimensional works of art,” she explains.

As a designer and maker, my intent is to
encourage the importance of American highend craft in the modern home by creating
contemporary heirlooms for a new generation
of collectors,” she continued.

“The gorgeous textures are pulled from many
influences and are embossed into the metal.

When asked how she decides where to sell and
showcase her work, Joy stated that if a store
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or gallery is interested in her work and it matches their mission and
esthetics, she allows it to be sold. She does try to spread out her work
as to not over-saturate markets with the same pieces, continuing her
mission to make unique artwork.
In Memphis, you can find Joy’s pieces at T Clifton Art Gallery located
in the fun and vibrant Broad Avenue Arts District. Her beautifully
crafted work is also sold at the WRJ-Temple Israel Sisterhood Judaica
Shop. “My site, joystember.com, has been very well received and is as a
convenient way of viewing all of my work,” she said.
Joy received the Eric Berg Prize for Excellence in Metals at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art Craft Show, which is one of the most
respected shows in the country. Her work has also been shown in some
of the most prestigious juried craft shows in the country including:
The Smithsonian Craft Show and the American Craft Council shows in
Baltimore and Atlanta.
Additionally, she has been included in national competitions and
publications such as: Lark Books’ 500 Metal Vessels and 500 Judaica.
Joy was a 2008 Rio Grande Saul Bell Design Awards Finalist, a 2010
and 2011 NICHE Awards Finalist, and a 2012 NICHE Award Winner in
the Judaica Division.

Carol and Stuart Zalowitz

JCP Board Members Charles Jalenak and
Cindy Finestone greet guests.

Tim Wheat and Jason Salomon

Kiddush Cup

Jill Notowich and Rayna Greenberg

3D-printed Twisted
Caged Hanukkah
Dreidel

Eleanor Tallie and band sing originals and Israeli tunes.
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Scenes
Yom Ha’atzmaut Party hosted in partnership
with the MJCC

Baron Hirsch kicked off its “Atid: Building
Our Future Together” campaign in
May. More than 150 members heard
from synagogue leadership about the
impetus for the initiative and plans for
the renovations.

Town Village Seniors enjoy Passover
Shabbat activity.

Bernard Lipsey and Mary Trotz, cochairs of Baron Hirsch’s “Atid: Building
Our Future Together” capital and
endowment campaign, with seed gift
donors Judy and Larry Moss.

Inaugural Junior High Israel Experience Trip

Kindergarteners enjoy a strawberry picking outing

Early childhood students celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut
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Scenes
Kandy Gallery Opening

Lion of Judah Spring Reception

Mike Kleinman, Lisa Usdan, David Portnoy,
Neil Dankoff

Debbie Lazarov, Tova Cooper

Lisa and Jonathan Frisch and daughter Dena

Diane Wruble, Shelley Robbin, Laura Linder

Jordana Berger, Neil Dankoff, Kelsey Buchbinder,
Cara Greenstein

Judy Altenberg, Alla Lubin

Marshall Oser, Steve Franklin

Lisa Silver, Laurie Karchmer

Passover Seder with Bornblum students

Creative Aging of the Mid-South Music
Appreciation Program

Russian Choir

Annual Meeting, Purim and
Passover
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