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B’nai Tzedek Teens Review 2021
Co-Op Fund Applications

Audrey Siskind (l) with Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth presents a
check to Mary Elizabeth Jones, Director of Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service at the MJCC.

ASBEE Sisterhood raises donations to support
FJFS, ASBEE Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Memphis Jewish Community Center’s Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family
Service has received a generous
gift from Anshei Sphard-Beth El
Emeth (ASBEE) Sisterhood from
its Purim “Matanot L’Evyonim
Project” to support the Kosher
Home-Delivered Meals funded by
Memphis Jewish Federation.
The money raised was also
given to the ASBEE’s Rabbi Discretionary Fund.
Audrey Siskind, past president
of ASBEE Sisterhood, presented
to FJFS Director Mary Elizabeth
Jones, a check for $6,141, “which
will go a long way in helping
feed those in need,” said Ashley
Jamison, director of marketing and
communications for the MJCC.
There are many traditions surrounding Purim, and there are four
mitzvot to fulfill—hearing the
reading of the Megillah, having a
festive Purim meal, sending Shal-

ach Manot, and giving Matanot
L'evyonim gifts to those in need.
Matanot L'evyonim may be mentioned last but is probably the most
important mitzvah of Purim.
The year 2020 left many people
in situations they never dreamed
they would be in. It has left many
needing help to pay rent, buy groceries, take care of their children,
pay medical bills and so much
more. As a result, our community's
need for Matanot L'evyonim is
greater than ever.
For the ASBEE Sisterhood,
Purim has always been busy with
carnival planning, baking their
famous hamantashen and packing
and delivering large quantities of
Shalach Manot bags. Due to safety
considerations for the current year,
the ASBEE Sisterhood decided
to focus on Matanot L'evyonim,
giving to those in need and providing much needed help to the
community.

Rhodes College President Marjorie Hass will depart the college
this summer to become president
of the Council of Independent Colleges (CIC), a Washington-based
national association of independent colleges and universities that
supports leadership development,
advances institutional excellence,
and enhances the national under-

standing of private higher education. In this position she will be a
leading voice in the national debates over higher education and in
ensuring that independent higher
education successfully adapts to
new conditions.
In speaking of this new role,
President Hass said, “This is a
moment for bold action and meaningful leadership on behalf of independent higher education. If we
fail to rise to what’s required of us,
our sector may not survive to serve
future generations of students. It is
not hyperbole to say our country’s
future as a global educational leader and democratic standard bearer
is at stake. CIC’s role is unique
in its focus on building capacity
at every level and within every
sphere of independent colleges
and universities. Areas of particular urgency include building the

Rhodes President Marjorie Hass
to lead Council of Independent Colleges

Dr. Marjorie Hass

(See Hass Page 2)

“Could this program take place
during a pandemic, either virtually or socially distant?” “Will
this item be purchased without
our funding?” “How often would
this item be used?” “Is this truly
needed for your organization, or
is it nice to have?” These are the
questions Memphis middle and
high school students asked local
Jewish non-profit leaders who
applied for a B’nai Tzedek 2021
Co-Op Fund grant.
March is granting season for
the 40 students enrolled in B’nai
Tzedek, the teen philanthropy
program at the Jewish Foundation
of Memphis, led by Sarah VanderWalde. Over the course of three
zoom sessions, B’nai Tzedek teens
reviewed 17 applications from ten
local Jewish organizations – Baron
Hirsch Congregation, the Wendy
and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish
Family Service at the Memphis
Jewish Community Center, KAVOD, Memphis Jewish Community Center, Memphis Jewish Federation, Memphis Kollel, Plough
Towers, Project Proactive, Sam
Schloss Lodge #35 of B’nai B’rith
and Temple Israel Early Learning
Center. The total amount requested
was over $21,000, however the
teens are tasked with allocating
$10,000, money generously provided by the Teen Philanthropy
Co-Op Endowment Fund, created
by two anonymous donors in 2012.
The teens ranked each application on a variety of criteria
including consistency with Jewish values; creativity and clarity;
whether the project is needed in
the community; and whether it will
change the lives of those it serves.
Ethan VanderWalde, an 8th
grade student at Bornblum Jewish
Community School, asked Harold
Steinberg of Sam Schloss Lodge
about the history of B’nai B’rith in

Memphis and how much impact it
has made since 1859.
Shoshanah Kaplowitz, a 9th
grade student at Margolin Hebrew
Academy, asked Shoshana Mehler
from Project Proactive how the
organization uses Jewish values
in its quest to spread mental health
awareness.
Allegra Lipman, an 8th grade
student at Hutchison, followed
up to ask how Project Proactive
works online and whether they
were planning in-person programs
during the pandemic.
Sydney Shanker, a 9th grade
student at St. Mary’s Episcopal
School, asked Leigh Hendry from
Plough Towers why yarn was
needed for their residents to knit.
Leigh explained how donations
were low due to COVID-19 but
that the women still wanted to
knit and make hats for babies in
the Newborn Intensive Care Unit
and cancer patients undergoing
chemotherapy.
Rakhel Finkelstein, a senior at
Margolin Hebrew Academy, asked
Sarah Keith from Temple Israel’s
Early Learning Center what they
would do if B’nai Tzedek did not
fund their grant request. With COVID-19 comes budget constraints,
and Sarah responded that Temple
hopes to purchase items to assist
children with sensory issues, and
with money from B’nai Tzedek
they would be able to purchase
more items and support more
children.
After meeting with all of the
grant applicants, the students
made their final decision on how
to allocate $10,000. They will
present grant awards on Sunday,
March 21 at 7 p.m. on Zoom.
More information can be found
online at www.jcpmemphis.org/
teen-philanthropy.

Over the course of three Zoom sessions, dozens of Jewish
Foundation of Memphis B’nai Tzedek teen philanthropists reviewed
applications from local Jewish organizations, tasked with allocating
$10,000 provided by the Teen Philanthropy Co-Op Endowment Fund.

Israeli Supreme Court rules state must
grant citizenship to non-Orthodox
Jewish converts in Israel

By Ben Sales
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel
must grant citizenship to Jews who
converted to Judaism in Israel under non-Orthodox auspices, its Supreme Court ruled Monday, March
1, possibly igniting another round
in the long-running government
battle over who the state should
recognize as Jewish.
The decision, written by Chief
Justice Esther Hayut, comes less

than a month before national
elections.
Israel’s Law of Return offers
automatic citizenship to anyone
with at least one Jewish grandparent. The state also generally
recognizes those who converted
to Judaism under Orthodox standards.
Past Supreme Court decisions
(See Court Page 2)

Fatou Bensouda

International Criminal
Court launches war
crimes investigation
of Israelis and
Palestinian terrorists

By Cnaan Liphshiz
AMSTERDAM (JTA) — Prosecutors at the International Criminal Court said they have launched
an investigation against Israelis
for alleged war crimes against
Palestinians.
ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda announced the formal initiation
of an investigation Wednesday,
March 3, into “the Situation in
Palestine,” a statement said, dealing a blow to years of efforts
by Israeli governments to avoid
such a probe. The move gives
the Palestinian Authority a victory in its attempts to bring about
greater international scrutiny of
Israeli actions in the context of the
Palestinian-Israeli dispute.
According to the statement, the
investigation will cover crimes
within the court’s jurisdiction that
are alleged to have been committed since June 13, 2014.
The ICC has not identified individual suspects. In previous cases,
the court has prosecuted highranking soldiers and politicians.
Last month, a three-judge panel
of the Netherlands-based tribunal
ruled that the court has jurisdiction to investigate Israelis and
Palestinian terrorists, including
from Hamas, for alleged crimes
during the 2014 Gaza War because
the Palestinian Authority may be
considered a state in the context
of the court, The Associated Press
reported.
The ICC has been examining
a case brought by the Palestinian
Authority since 2015 and Bensouda, the chief prosecutor, has
said that her preliminary probe into
the request to open a case indicated
war crimes had occurred.
Israel both dismissed the allegation and contested the court’s
jurisdiction, arguing the court is
not certified to investigate Israeli
actions because it is among the
dozens of countries that have not
agreed to grant the court jurisdiction on their territory. The Palestinian Authority, Israel argued, was
beyond the court’s jurisdiction as
well since it is not a member state
of the United Nations.
The ICC, which is based in The
Hague, “only has jurisdiction over
petitions submitted by sovereign
states. But there has never been
a Palestinian state,” Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
in 2019.
On February 5, however, a
three-judge panel determined that
(See War Crimes Page 2)
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(Continued From Page 1)
leadership pipeline, strengthening financial models, education
for democratic citizenship, and
transformative action for equity,
access, and inclusion.
“Nonetheless, leaving Rhodes
will be painful. Serving as president of Rhodes College has been
an incredible honor. Rhodes is an
amazing college in an incredible
city. I am inspired by the curiosity
of our students and the work they
do to create meaningful change
on campus and in the community.
Our world-class faculty and staff
work tirelessly to curate a truly
transformative learning environment. Rhodes is well-positioned to
face the challenges ahead. I’m sad
to leave this amazing campus and
city. I am heartened by the many
ties Rhodes has to CIC and by

War Crimes...

(Continued From Page 1)
Palestine qualifies as a state. One
of the judges dissented.
The International Criminal
Court, which is not part of the
United Nations, was established in
2002 by dozens of U.N. member
states that signed and ratified the
Rome Statute. The statute gives
the court a mandate to bring to trial
individuals — but not countries or
organizations — who are alleged
to have committed genocide,
crimes against humanity or war
crimes but have evaded justice
because the relevant judiciaries in
their home countries are unable or
unwilling to duly prosecute them.
Israel has contested an investigation into the activities of
its citizens also because it has a
functioning judiciary.
Meanwhile, B’nai B’rith said
that it was outraged by ICC decision to open an investigation of
Israel.
B’nai B’rith International President Charles O. Kaufman and CEO
Daniel S. Mariaschin made the
announcement, saying, “we are
outraged by outgoing International
Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda’s announcement
that she is opening an investigation
into allegations of “war crimes”
by Israel.
“It does not suffice that the
prosecutor is also open to probing
Palestinian war crimes,” the two
leaders continued, adding, “there
is no moral or legal equivalence
whatsoever between Israel, a democratic state seeking responsibly
to protect the lives of its diverse
civilian population, and Palestinian terrorist groups openly committed to indiscriminate atrocities

the knowledge that I will be able
continue to support and promote
Rhodes,” President Hass says.
“For the last four years, President Hass has led Rhodes with
great energy, optimism and resolve. Her selection as the new
president of the Council of Independent Colleges is recognition of
her extraordinary leadership skills
and talents and what she has accomplished in Memphis. It is also
indirectly but clearly a testament
to the achievements of our students, faculty and staff, and to the
growing stature of Rhodes College
nationally. We can all be proud of
President Hass and Rhodes College and I know you will join me
in wishing her well as she assumes
an important national leadership
role for higher education,” Board
of Trustees Chairman Dr. Cary
Fowler says.
and the very destruction of the
Jewish state.
“As we have previously affirmed, the Court has no jurisdiction in the Palestinian areas,
and ‘Palestine’ is not a state and
thus not one that can bring legal
claims—something made fully
apparent in the Palestinians’ own
ongoing pursuit of statehood and
refusal of sovereign obligations
in the meantime. Additionally, Israel’s legal system—certainly unlike that of the Palestinians, all the
more so in the Hamas-controlled
Gaza Strip—is internationally renowned for its independence and
capacity to investigate and respond
to criminal offenses. This by itself
removes any place for the ICC to
scrutinize Israeli personne,l” Mr.
Kaufman and Mr. Mariaschin said.
“Above all, the acquiescence
of the prosecutor to politicize the
ICC and exploit it as a propaganda
tool not only batters the standing
of the court and distracts it from
truly grievous and systematic
crimes around the world, but also
intolerably stands to handicap lawabiding nations’ abilities, rights
and fundamental duties to combat
the brutal asymmetric warfare
of terrorist organizations. Such
infringement cannot stand, and
democratic countries will be obligated to do whatever possible to
protect service-members engaged
in entirely legitimate and necessary defensive activity.
“We demand that the ICC discontinue any prosecution of the single most humane military in a most
dangerous region,” Mr. Kaufman
and Mr. Mariaschin concluded.
Individuals convicted of war
crimes by the ICC are subject to
warrants for their arrest by signatory countries.
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As president of Rhodes College since 2017, Dr. Hass led
a comprehensive and inclusive
strategic planning process, positioning the college for success in
the next decade. She made access
and equity a college-wide priority
appointing the college’s first chief
diversity officer and vice president
for strategic initiatives, increasing
diversity within her cabinet and
the student body, establishing a
first of its kind partnership with
the Posse Foundation, and supporting the development of an
ambitious three-year action plan
for inclusion, diversity, access, and
equity. Strengthening the college’s
ties to its home city of Memphis,
President Hass secured an endowment to establish the Lynne and
Henry Turley Memphis Center
and expanded opportunities for
students to participate in service,
internships, and research. Under
her leadership, applications have
increased by more than 20%.
Over the last four years Rhodes
has been named one of the nation’s most innovative liberal arts
colleges by US News & World
Report, a best value college by The
Princeton Review, and Tennessee’s
best liberal arts college according
to Niche.
President Hass has led the
college through the COVID-19
pandemic over the last year, an
unprecedented challenge to the
college. Rhodes was one of the
first colleges in the south to turn
to remote learning to protect the
health and safety of the campus.
President Hass worked closely
with the board of trustees to
ensure no faculty and staff were
furloughed and no employees lost
their jobs during the economic
uncertainty.
Dr. Fowler announced he will
appoint a committee to conduct
a national search to recruit the
college’s next president. The committee will include members of the
board, faculty, staff, and students,
and Memphians. National higher
education recruiting firm Storbeck
Search has been retained to assist
the board.
“Rhodes College entered this,
its 173rd year, stronger and better
than ever as one of the nation’s
top national liberal arts colleges.
It remains committed to its core
values and its vision of graduating
students with ‘a life-long passion
for learning, a compassion for
others, and the ability to translate
academic study and personal concern into effective leadership and
action in their communities and the
world,’” Dr. Fowler says.
President Hass will continue to
lead Rhodes through mid-August.
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Supreme Court President Esther Hayut presides over the high
court in Jerusalem, March 19, 2020. Credit: Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90
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(Continued From Page 1)
have mandated that the state also
recognize Jews who converted
outside of Israel under non-Orthodox authority, provided they live in
a recognized Jewish community.
Non-Orthodox converts, such as
Conservative or Reform Jews,
however, still often face hurdles
in obtaining Israeli citizenship and
are sometimes denied.
Monday’s (March 1) decision
extends the right to citizenship to
those who converted to Judaism
under non-Orthodox auspices
in Israel itself. The petition that
spurred the court ruling was filed
in 2005 but was postponed for
more than a decade because the
court wanted to give the government time to resolve the matter
through legislation.
“The petitioners came to Israel
and went through a conversion
process in the framework of a
recognized Jewish community and
asked to join the Jewish nation,”
Hayut wrote in her ruling, according to Haaretz.
Rabbi Gilad Kariv, a leading
Reform rabbi in Israel and a Labor
Party candidate for the Knesset,
or parliament, called the ruling a
“foundational decision of the High
Court” in a Facebook post.
Aryeh Deri, the head of the
Sephardi haredi Shas party, wrote
on Facebook that the decision was
“misguided, very troubling, and
will cause arguing and a difficult
rupture among the people.”
Successive government coalitions, based on their political
leanings, have attempted to either
liberalize or narrow Israel’s conversion standards. But such efforts
at reform usually fall flat. Haredi
Orthodox politicians object to
laws that would broaden the range
of recognized conversions, while
attempts to make requirements
stricter have provoked backlash
from organizations representing
American Jews, the vast majority
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of whom are not Orthodox. That
has effectively meant that any
change in conversion regulations
comes from court decisions.
Once they become citizens of
Israel, non-Orthodox converts
still face restrictions. Several issues of personal status in Israel,
including marriage and divorce,
are controlled by the country’s
haredi Chief Rabbinate. Because
the Chief Rabbinate does not recognize non-Orthodox converts as
Jews, they have no way to marry
legally in Israel.
Others who obtain Israeli citizenship under the Law of Return
but are not considered Jewish by
Orthodox standards — such as
immigrants with only one Jewish
grandparent — similarly cannot
marry legally in Israel. Legislation
to address that issue has been stymied as well by haredi opposition
in parliament.
“Today Israel’s Supreme Court
decided that Israel should be a national home for all types of Jews,”
said Mickey Gitzin, the Israel
director of the New Israel Fund
and a longtime Israeli activist for
religious freedom. “It is a day to
celebrate, even as the road towards
equality for all, especially those
who are not Jewish, remains long.”
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Golden Globes: Sacha Baron Cohen wins big, and other fun Jewish moments

Sacha Baron Cohen smiles after winning one of his two Golden
Globes via video stream, Feb. 28, 2021. Credit: HFPA via Getty Images
By Gabe Friedman
NEW YORK (JTA) — Sacha
Baron Cohen’s Borat character is
going out on a high note.
Cohen won best actor in a comedy or musical, and his “Borat”
sequel upset the Disney+ adaptation of “Hamilton” by winning
best film in the category at the
Golden Globes on Sunday night,
February 28.
Like its predecessor, “Borat
Subsequent Moviefilm” poked
fun at the blatant anti-Semitism
found in parts of Eastern Europe.
It features a scene with Holocaust
survivor Judith Dim Evans in
a synagogue who helps Borat
(almost) come to grips with his
backward views about Jews.
But just before the film’s release, Evans’ daughter sued Cohen, claiming that her mother (who
passed away after filming) did not
want to appear in a comedy. That
was just one of the many lawsuits
and obstacles that Cohen said he
has had to endure as a result of his
prank disguise method of making
comedic films and shows, which
beyond “Borat” include the Showtime series “Who is America?”
And that’s why he said recently
that his disguise days — the Borat
character included — are over.
In his acceptance speech for the
best comedy actor award, Cohen

thanked his bodyguard, who he
said protected him from getting
shot twice during the filming of
the Borat sequel.
Cohen also couldn’t help but
poke fun at Donald Trump, whose
presidency motivated Cohen to
take formerly uncharacteristic
public stands against hate speech
and social media disinformation.
“Hold on, Donald Trump is
contesting the result,” he said after
winning the actor award. “He’s
claiming that a lot of dead people
voted, which is a very rude thing
to say about the HFPA,” the Hollywood Foreign Press Association.
Despite the historic nature of
the Globes ceremony — hosts
Tina Fey and Amy Poehler were
featured in a split screen from opposite coasts, and small in-person
audiences were made up only of
essential workers who were all
tested for COVID-19 — the show
had its usual share of fun Jewish
moments. Some Jewish stars won
marquee awards, while others lost
in major categories.
Here’s what you might have
missed:
Dan Levy pushes inclusion
The final season of “Schitt’s
Creek,” the riches-to-rags comedy
featuring the Jewish father-son
team of Eugene and Dan Levy, finished its historic award show run

with a couple of accolades: Golden
Globes for best TV comedy series
and best actress in the same category for Catherine O’Hara.
Inclusion was the theme of
the evening, as several presenters
— including the show’s hosts —
called out the Hollywood Foreign
Press Association for not having
a single Black member, and for
snubbing acclaimed shows by
Black creators, including HBO’s
“I May Destroy You.” Multiple
Globe winners also used their
acceptance speeches to push the
film and TV industry to work
harder at bringing diverse voices
to the table.
Dan Levy put the theme at the
heart of his speech.
“This acknowledgement is a
lovely vote of confidence in the
messages ‘Schitt’s Creek’ has
come to stand for: the idea that
inclusion can bring about growth
and love to a community,” he said.
“In the spirit of inclusion, I hope
this time next year this ceremony
reflects the true breadth and diversity of film and television being
made today because there is so
much more to be celebrated.”
Aaron Sorkin quotes Abbie
Hoffman and condemns January 6
Sorkin, the heralded Jewish
screenwriter, won his third Globe
for best screenplay for a drama
film, for “The Trial of the Chicago
7,” which chronicled the backstory
of the riotous protest at the 1968
Democratic National Convention.
Cohen was nominated as well
for best actor in the drama category
for his performance as Abbie Hoffman, a very Jewish icon of the
anti-war movement of the 1960s
and ’70s. (He was beaten out by
the late Chadwick Boseman for
“Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom.”)
In his acceptance speech, Sorkin said that Cohen emailed him a
quote from Hoffman during each
day of filming. (Cohen wrote his
college thesis at Cambridge University on the American civil rights
movement, so he’s pretty familiar

with the era.)
“None of them ever made it into
the film, but I saved the emails,”
Sorkin said. “I don’t always agree
with everything that characters I
write view or say, but here’s something Abbie said: ‘Democracy is
not something you believe in or
a place to hang your hat. But it’s
something you do. You participate.
If you stop doing it, democracy
crumbles.’”
He added: “I don’t need anymore evidence beyond what happened on January 6 to agree with
this.”
Norman Lear gets a “progressive” tribute
Lear, the Jewish creator of
several memorable TV shows, is
still winning at 98.
The Globes gave him the honorary Carol Burnett Award, which
since 2019 has recognized “outstanding contributions to television on or off the screen.”
In narrating a video tribute
to Lear, comedian Wanda Sykes
called him the “most progressive” television producer in history for bringing uncomfortable
issues around race and class into
mainstream American TV screens
through series such as “All in the
Family” and “The Jeffersons.”
Cynthia Nixon revives the Ber-

nie Sanders meme
Nixon — the actress, former
New York gubernatorial candidate
and Congregation Beit Simchat
Torah member — was nominated
for best supporting actress in a
dramatic TV series for her role in
the “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest” spinoff “Ratched.” She
didn’t win, but she made plenty
of headlines for her appearance
via video stream, which included
a life-size cardboard cutout of
Bernie Sanders in his now iconic
Inauguration Day pose wearing a
pair of homemade mittens.
Ben Stiller shows off his baking skills
Stiller presented the best actress
in the musical or comedy category,
but got everyone’s attention by
bringing food to the stage.
After lamenting a full year
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Jewish actor said: “Like many of
us, I’ve used that time to really
look inward and grow. I’ve come
to fully understand the nature of
cryptocurrency. I read a book. I
finally got around to dying my hair
gray. And like so many other resilient Americans, I learned to bake.”
Then he revealed a banana
bread in the shape of a Golden
Globe trophy.
(See Cohen Page 7)
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Orthodox and secular Israelis are fighting over Jewish conversion. Why?
By Ben Sales
JERUSALEM (JTA) — In
Israel, a Supreme Court ruling
liberalizing Jewish conversion
standards is sparking a political
crisis just three weeks before the
country holds a national election.
A chief haredi Orthodox ally
of Benjamin Netanyahu called
the decision “misguided [and]
very troubling.” One of the prime
minister’s top deputies went further, predicting that the ruling
would “bring disaster upon us.”
The country’s haredi, or ultraOrthodox, chief rabbis also condemned it.
Netanyahu’s liberal rivals,
meanwhile, celebrated it as a first
step toward broader reform. Rdeligious freedom activists called it a
historic breakthrough.
In fact, the ruling is pretty small
in scope: It says that non-Jews who
already live in Israel, then convert
under non-Orthodox auspices, are
eligible for Israeli citizenship.
In other words, the ruling applies only to a vanishingly small
demographic: those who live in
Israel, are not citizens, are not Jewish, then decide to become Jewish
through Reform or Conservative
conversion. Official figures are
hard to come by, but that’s not
many people at all.
The ruling does not apply to
Jewish Americans (or non-Jews)
seeking to move to Israel. It does
not apply to the millions of nonJews in Israel who already are
citizens. It does not apply to anyone in Israel who converts under
Orthodox authority.

So why is the ruling causing
such consternation among haredi
Israelis and their allies? Why do
Orthodox leaders want to limit
who the state recognizes as Jewish?
Here are answers to those questions and more about the latest
religious conflict to roil Israel.
Why are Israeli politicians
fighting over Jewish conversion?
For decades, Israel has sought
to answer a difficult question:
Who is a Jew? It’s a question that
has divided Jewish communities
for centuries, and for the Jewish
state it has become critical for a
few reasons.
Israel offers automatic citizenship to any Jew around the world,
which of course requires the state
to determine who is and isn’t a
Jew. Israel has traditionally given
citizenship to any applicant with
one Jewish grandparent — the
same definition Adolf Hitler used
in the Holocaust.
That doesn’t address Jewish
converts, who often have no Jewish ancestry but choose to become
Jewish.
Israel’s government has generally defaulted to Orthodox Jewish
requirements regarding religion
because of a policy set by Israel’s
first prime minister, David BenGurion, who intended to preserve
what he thought was a shrinking
haredi minority after the Holocaust. In its earliest years, Israel
granted citizenship to Orthodox
converts only.
In recent decades, however,
American Jewish leaders, who

represent communities that are
mostly not Orthodox, have obtained Israeli recognition for
Conservative and Reform converts
as well. Since the 1980s, thanks to
earlier Supreme Court decisions,
Israel has granted citizenship to
most Conservative and Reform
converts from outside the country,
though they still have to jump over
a series of bureaucratic hurdles to
prove their Judaism.
If Israel encourages Jewish immigration, why are some Israelis
opposed to giving non-Orthodox
Jews citizenship?
For Israeli leaders who seek
to maintain a Jewish majority in
the country, expanded Jewish immigration might sound like a good
thing: More eligible Jews means
more potential immigrants and,
theoretically, more Jewish citizens.
But while haredi Orthodox
leaders may care about how many
Jews are in Israel, they care more
about what kind of Jews are in the
country and who gets to control
Jewish ritual. In other words, if
new legislation allows masses of
non-Orthodox Jews to enter the
country, haredi Israelis would see
it as a threat to their way of life,
not a benefit to Israel as a whole.
The haredim also generally
believe that traditional religious
observance is necessary for the
continued survival of the Jewish
people. They don’t believe Reform
and Conservative Judaism are
authentic forms of Judaism, thus
don’t believe Reform or Conservative converts are real Jews, or that
a marriage officiated by a Reform

Aryeh Deri, right, leader of the Sephardi haredi Orthodox Shas party,
seen in Jerusalem, December 2020. Credit: Yonatan Sindel/Flash90
or Conservative rabbi is a legally
Jewish marriage.
So if a woman converted with a
Reform rabbi, married in a Reform
ceremony and had kids, for example, most haredi Israelis wouldn’t
consider those kids Jewish. Were
something like that to happen time
and again, ultra-Orthodox Israelis
worry that it would eventually
become impossible to know who
is and is not a Jew in Israel.
Do haredi politicians also fight
the influence of Reform and Conservative Judaism within Israel?
Yes. Because Israel doesn’t
have separation of religion and
state, certain Orthodox religious
observances are required by law.
Buses and trains don’t run on
Shabbat. Synagogues and religious
seminaries receive state funding.
And a government-funded
Orthodox body called the Chief
Rabbinate administers marriage
licenses, divorce, kosher certification and other aspects of religious
life. In practice, that means that
interfaith, non-Orthodox and
same-sex marriages performed
in Israel aren’t recognized by the
government, and that independent
kosher certifiers face opposition to
their work.
Maintaining that system —
Israel’s religious status quo — is
the top priority of Israel’s haredi
political parties and their voters.
This is partly because the system
benefits Orthodox Israelis directly,
giving funding to their schools and
affording primacy to their observances in the public square.
That’s also why haredi politi-

cians see Reform Jews as an acute
threat. Until recent years, secular
Israelis haven’t cared about Orthodox control of certain aspects
of government. Non-Orthodox
rabbis, by contrast, are actively
pushing an alternative form of
Judaism that haredi rabbis see as
heretical.
How have Reform Jews and
their allies reacted to haredi attacks? And what might happen
next?
Haredi denigration, of course,
is tremendously insulting to nonOrthodox Jews and their rabbis,
who feel that their form of Jewish belief and practice is no less
legitimate than any other. Yair
Lapid, who heads the centrist Yesh
Atid party, called a recent haredi
political ad comparing Reform
Jews to dogs anti-Semitic and
“disgusting.”
Successive polls have shown
that most Israelis support a liberalization of Israeli religious law,
including allowing civil marriage
and running public transit on Shabbat. Haredim make up only a small
part of Israel.
But because haredi parties
have almost always been part of
Israeli governing coalitions, they
have succeeded in stymieing most
attempts to reform the religious
status quo, even though their
voters are only a fraction of the
electorate. In 2014 and 2015, for
example, Israel’s governing coalition passed a raft of secularizing
legislation. But the next coalition
(See Conversion Page 7)

Thursday, March 11, 2021

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

Rabbi Michael Rosensweig
to give pre-Pesach lecture

Enjoying Anshei Sphard-Beth El Emeth Sisterhood’s CARnival
on Sunday, February 28, were Chana, Devorah and Adina Goldstone.

CARnival drive-thru well attended
despite bad weather
Delayed for a week by eight
inches of snow only encouraged the Anshei Sphard-Beth El
Emeth (ASBEE) Sisterhood Purim
Committee to keep running their
advertisement, created by Chana
Joffre Goldstone, to entice more
families to come to the event. They
finally ran the CARnival drivethru despite more bad weather
last Sunday thanks to the use
of the grounds at Baron Hirsch
Synagogue.
The head of the merriment,
Rakhel Finkelstein, and her team
of volunteers, Nadav Goldkin,
Zahara Goldkin, Ruthie Kaplowitz and Adina Steiner, set up their
games under a portico and the
games began. Other members of
the committee, Linda Joffre, Patti
Elster, Adina Samberg, Cantor
Aryeh Samberg and Elaine Fox,
helped set up and made sure the
festivities ran smoothly. After
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testing their skills at the games, the
children picked up shalach manot
bags filled with goodies of all sorts
and had the opportunity to get their
pictures taken at the Purim Wall.
Memphis Jewish Community Center teacher and visual artist, Guyla
Wanderman, created the costumes
of Esther, Haman, Mordechai and
Vashti within the wall so all could
choose to be one of the four and
have their photo snapped.
“It was a great way to communicate with people,” said Ms.
Wanderman who enjoyed making
the Wall.”
Hungry attendees drove to the
next portico where the ASBEE
Sisterhood chefs. Tami Hershkovitz, Pam Malkin and Marci Platkin
served up a frankfurter box lunch.
The ASBEE Sisterhood CARnival drive-thru proved to be a nice
way to celebrate Shushan Purim
especially on a rainy day!
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World Class scholar and Rosh
Yeshiva Rabbi Michael Rosensweig will give a special lecture
for Pesach in the ASBEE Zoom
Room on Sunday, March 21, 2021
at 1 p.m. Central Standard Time.
Entitled “The Halakhic and
Philosophic Interrelationship of
Matzah and Chametz on Pesach,”
this special presentation is in partnership with Baron Hirsh Congregation and is sponsored by Dr. Phil
and Barbara Lieberman in memory
of his parents, Dora and Herman
Lieberman.
“Rabbi Rosensweig is able
to take all the laws of the matza
and chametz and weave them into
a philosophy of Judaism,” said
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein, spiritual
leader of Anshei Sphard Beth-El
Emeth. “He argues how this is
the most authentic way of finding
Judaism’s philosophy – through

the laws – the Halacha. He is one
of the great thinkers of our time using this methodology and is worth
listening to and trying to appreciate his insights. We are honored
to have him return virtually to our
community.”
Rabbi Michael Rosensweig is
a Rosh Yeshiva at the Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary
of Yeshiva University and was
appointed the Rosh Kollel at the
prestigious Beren Kollel Elyon
– the Institute for Advanced Talmudic Studies. He occupies the
Nathan and Perel Schupf Chair in
Talmud at RIETS.
He studied with Rabbi Joseph
B. Soloveitchik z”l at Yeshiva
University and with Rabbi Aharon
Lichtenstein z”l at Yeshivat Har
Etzion in Israel. He received his
Semicha from the Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary

Rabbi Michael Rosensweig

and was a distinguished fellow at
RIETS’ Gruss Kollel Elyon.
Rabbi Rosensweig graduated
summa cum laude from Yeshiva College and received his master’s and
doctorate in philosophy in Medieval
Jewish History from the Bernard
Revel Graduate School of Jewish
Studies. He has contributed to many
scholarly journals and written extensively on many Jewish subjects.
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(901) 682-1333 • vikalp.patel@greatwinesmemphis.com

Considering purchasing a new home
or reﬁnancing your current one?

Now is a great time to take advantage of the current rate environment. You could potentially
eliminate years off of your mortgage and maintain a consistent monthly payment.

CONVENTIONAL FINANCING | JUMBO | FHA/VA | PORTFOLIO
With more than 18 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is the
perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether you’re
considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or portfolio lending,
Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.
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you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and surrounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Errands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.
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while you are away. I love dogs!
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A Homemade Midrash

By Ted Roberts
It was the oldest of Midrashim.
In fact it was the first Midrash
whether you believe they came
from the Presence who
spoke atop Sinai or depending on your
beliefs, who
later inspired
Holy men to
reveal them to
the people. It
concerned the
human heart
Ted Roberts
and the contents thereof.
The Lord had called together all
the angels to ensure unanimity before he turned the dust of Adam to
flesh. His proposal to the assembly
of divine creatures was to fill the
empty heart of his beloved creature
Adam, with a lot of love but also
some dose of evil – a little selfishness. Quite necessary, said the
Almighty, to preserve the species.
The animal leaped and frolicked with joy to hear that they
would have some freedom of will.
Did he not do the same to the wolf,
the leopard and even the spider?
Even the birds and the beasts of the
fields were included. The mighty
mind of G-d, to which time was

Ted has a new
revised book
50% new stories

The scribbler
on The roof
by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s
work—a collection
of stories designed
to make you laugh
and cry
$10.95
available at lulu.com

transparent, saw the future and the
need for survival. But man must
sooth his savage heart before he
could find comfort in civilization.
Aggression was necessary for the
journey but not the destination.
They could not eventually be
all-giving humanity or else they
would perish like the morning mist
on the lakes. Besides, humanity
must have a purpose. And man’s
purpose must be Tikkun Olam
– the perfection of G-d’s world,
which includes the cleansing of
man’s heart – the purification of
the heart – once the species was
assured of survival. The other creatures may keep their barbarism.
They still need it to survive but
the human class – once civilized
– must tame their instincts. After
all they were made in the “Image
of G-d” and G-d shunned evil so
said the band of Angels.
The heavenly host roared that
man is like G-d. He must be perfect
like him. NO! Replied the Divine
voice. Man must first conquer his

mammalian instincts. Is that not
within the meaning of Tikkun
Olam? Or in English – the equivalent of civilization? Scientists
equate it with evolution – we call
it Tikkun Olam – the perfection of
G-d’s raggedy edged world. That’s
our job. And shedding our primitive past is crucial – a major part
of our Tikkun Olam assignment.
Why else are we here? To answer
an age–old question. What more
majestic answer can there be to the
question of why we are here? In
short, man’s mission was to cleanse
his purposely imperfect heart.
He will need it at first to deal
with other creatures and the threat
of starvation. Remember aggression, selfishness, and even some
evil is necessary for yesterday’s
evolution, but not for the bright
destination.
The syndicated humor of Ted,
the Scribbler on the Roof, appears
in newspapers around the US, on
National Public Radio, and numerous web sites.

Vaccinated Israelis soon able
to cruise to Greece and Cyprus
By Ben Sales
NEW YORK (JTA) — One
year after cruise ships saw massive COVID-19 outbreaks among
their passengers, one cruise line
said it will be launching a trip for
vaccinated Israelis in May.
Royal Caribbean will be offering an excursion from the port city
of Haifa to Greece and Cyprus for
Israelis who are fully vaccinated,
with tickets going on sale this
week, the company announced
last week. Israel has signed agreements with Greece and Cyprus to
allow vaccinated tourists to travel
between the countries without
quarantine, according to The Associated Press.
“I am proud that Israel will be
the first country in the world to
launch Royal Caribbean’s new
flagship,” Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a Royal

Caribbean news release. “Royal
Caribbean’s decision to come to
Israel is a significant expression
of confidence in our policy. This
is an important economic, touristic
moment for the State of Israel.”
Israel has given one vaccine
shot to more than half its citizens,
and around a third have both shots.
The country is figuring out how
to reopen for citizens who are immune to the disease, even as case
rates have stayed high.
Royal Caribbean’s announcement comes a year after outbreaks
on cruise ships rocked the industry
and forced shutdowns of ships.
Last March 14, Royal Caribbean
temporarily suspended operations
worldwide following an outbreak,
Reuters reported.
Some cruise lines have restarted, requiring passengers to
test negative for the virus and wear
masks and physically distance
while on board, according to The
Washington Post.
The paper reported that masks
will also be required on the Haifa
route.
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Baron Hirsch Happenings

“Inside Israel”
Sunday morning series

With Ben Gurion airport closed
for the foreseeable future and no
Memphians allowed to visit Israel,
we’re left to rely on Zoom sessions
to connect to the land we’re used
to visiting – our home away from
home. Thankfully, Baron Hirsch
Congregation has been providing
that much- needed connection with
an innovative weekly program
open to the public.
Every Sunday morning at 10
a.m., Baron Hirsch Congregation
features a Zoom-based program,
Inside Israel, featuring Israel
speakers who lend an inside look
at a diverse range of topics from
Israeli life, politics and sightseeing. The interactive program
allows participants the feeling of
participating in Israeli life from
the comfort and safety of their
living rooms.
Past speakers included a worldrenowned tour guide who took
participants on a tour of newly
found ancient ruins and showed
their meaning to Israelis today;
Knesset members, like Michal
Cotler-Wunch, who spoke about
the pressing issues facing Israel
going forward, and world-class
journalists who lend an “inside
scoop” to the events we hear about
but don’t fully understand.
Other past speakers included
Aryeh Lightstone, American economic envoy to the Abraham Accords who spoke about the accords
and their future. Jerusalem Deputy
Mayor Fleur Hassan-Nahum spoke
about the unique challenges and
success that Jerusalem currently
experiences. Lahav Harkov, senior contributing editor of The
Jerusalem Post spoke about the
Israeli elections, while Rabbi Natan Slifkin, popularly known as the
Zoo Rabbi, led a tour of the Biblical Museum of Natural History in
Beit Shemesh, Israel.
March 14 will feature Nitsana
Darshan-Leitner, an Israeli attorney, human rights activist, and
president and founder of Shurat
HaDin Israeli Law Center, an
Israel-based civil rights organization. She has been leading the
legal fight against terror financing, the boycott and divestment
campaigns (BDS), and combating
the multitude of lawfare tactics
utilized against the Jewish State by
its enemies. Mrs. Darshan-Leitner
has represented hundreds of terror
victims in legal actions against
terror organizations and their
supporters and has successfully
recovered more than two hundred
million dollars in compensation
on their behalf. She will speak
about “Bankrupting Terrorism One
Lawsuit at a Time.”
March 21 will feature Memphis
Torah M’tzion alumni Rochel and
Rabbi Avi Goldberg, The Goldbergs will lead a Pesach kumzits –
a musical preparation for Pesach as
part of the 25th anniversary of the
Memphis Torah M’Tzion Kollel.
Inside Israel is open to the entire Memphis community.

Pre-Passover
Classes

Baron Hirsch Congregation
announced this week a series of
Zoom classes, which are open to
the public and will help prepare
people for Passover – both in a
practical and spiritual manner.
All classes will take place in the
Baron Hirsch Zoom Room and
will be made available to listen to
at later dates.
The first class will be given
on Tuesday evening, March 9, by
Atara Segal, the congregation’s
Yoetzet Halacha. The class, which
will take place at 8 p.m., is titled
“The Korban Pesach is Exclusive
to the Group: Testing the Boundaries of the Community.” The lecture
will study the requirement that one
had to pre-register with a group to
share in the Passover sacrifice, and
how that mitzvah can translate to
our vision and understanding of a
community. Both women and men
are invited to attend this session.
A two-part Lunch and Learn
will be led by Senior Rabbi Binyamin Lehrfield on Wednesdays
March 10 and March 17 at noon.
The sessions will focus on practical rules that are particular to today’s unique situations. The March
10 class will focus on Pesach
Preparations when Erev Pesach
falls on Shabbat.
“This is the first time since
2008 that Erev Pesach has been
on Shabbat,” observed Rabbi
Lehrfield. “Since this is a rare occurrence, it is important to review
the laws and procedures as they
relate to getting rid of chametz,
selling chametz, how to handle the
Shabbat meals and how to prepare
for Passover.”
The second session on March
17 will deal with Pesach Preparations and COVID-19. Even as the
public begins to be vaccinated,
we are still very cautious in our
distancing and must continue to
take certain precautions. Many are
still unable to celebrate Pesach in
larger groups. This class will focus
on changes that may be permitted
due to the ongoing pandemic.
Another popular class is Rabbi
Lehrfield’s “19 Things to Say
at the Seder.” Each year, Rabbi
Lehrfield shares short but insightful thoughts that people can share
at their seder. With many people
running a seder for their first (or
second) time, this is a great way
to be able to add meaning to the
pages of the Haggada for everyone
who is attending. With ideas that
are short, simple, complex, legal,
Hasidic, or historical, there will be
a takeaway for everyone.
The congregation will soon be
announcing plans for Rabbi Lehrfield’s Shabbat HaGadol Drasha. It
is customary for the Senior Rabbi to
give a major address on the Shabbat
prior to Passover. Since we cannot
congregate in large numbers due to
COVID-19, Rabbi Lehrfield will be
creating a video of his drasha for
this year, and it will be released in
the week before the holiday. Details
are coming soon.

For more information, please contact the
office at 901-683-7485.
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Susser Announces Two
Partnership Promotions

Ari Sauer

Elissa Taub

Siskind Susser PC announced
that Ari Sauer and Elissa Taub have
both been promoted to partner.
Ari Sauer has been with Siskind
Susser PC since 2006 and has
years of experience representing
corporate and individual clients
across all areas of immigration
law. Ari has served on the Board
of Governors of the American
Immigration Lawyers Association
(AILA) and is a past Chair of the
AILA Midsouth Chapter. Ari regularly speaks about immigration
law for AILA and the Federal Bar
Association and has contributed a
number of articles on immigration
publications.
Elissa Taub has been with Siskind Susser PC since 2007 and has
years of experience specializing in
physician immigration. Elissa also
represents clients in the sports,
entertainment and fashion industries. Elissa has authored several
articles, spoken on panels related
to physician and business immigration, and is regularly invited by

clients to present on immigration
matters. She also is a member of
The Florida Bar and co-author
of “The Physician Immigration
Handbook” with Greg Siskind.
Founding Partner Greg Siskind
and Managing Partner Lynn Susser
are excited to recognize the hard
work and dedication both Elissa and
Ari have shown to Siskind Susser.
“Ari Sauer and Elissa Taub
have both garnered national reputations as thought leaders in key
areas of immigration law,” said
Siskind. “Ari is known for taking
on some of the most complex cases
in our practice area such as when
he fought for a “national interest
waiver” for a client in a case that
has become one of those that immigration lawyers across the country rely on as they handle similar
matters. And he’s also known as
a leading expert on immigration
issues relating to children.”
“Elissa Taub is known to every
lawyer in the country who works
on physician immigration mat-

By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) — Two
Taiwanese-American members of
Congress have joined the leadership of its anti-Semitism task
force.
Reps. Grace Meng of New York
and Ted Lieu of California, both
Democrats, were listed among
eight-co-chairs of the Bipartisan
Task Force for Combating AntiSemitism in a release Monday,
March 1, the first for the new
Congress. The task force has over
100 members from the U.S. House
of Representatives.
The newcomers replace two

Jewish members, also Democrats,
in leadership positions: Nita Lowey of New York, who retired, and
Eliot Engel of New York, who lost
in a primary election last year. That
leaves just one Jewish co-chair,
Ted Deutch, a Florida Democrat.
Meng and Lieu represent districts with substantial Jewish
populations. Meng’s covers part
of the New York City borough of
Queens and Lieu’s covers much
of west Los Angeles County. Each
succeeded a Democratic Jewish
lawmaker: Lieu followed Henry
Waxman, who retired in 2014, and
Meng replaced Gary Ackerman,
who retired in 2012.
Lieu was born in Taiwan,
while Meng’s parents emigrated
from there. Both are known for
their closeness to the pro-Israel
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ters,” Siskind continued. “That’s
not surprising given she is the
author of the leading treatise on the
subject and works with health care
employers in all 50 states. She’s
also known for her experience
handling matters for artists and
athletes and has handled cases for
many clients who have enhanced
the culture of the United States.”
“Elissa, an expert in physician
immigration, has managed our
healthcare practice for a number
of years,” said Susser. “Through
creative marketing and excellent
client service skills she has led the
growth of this practice group. Under her stewardship, the lawyers
and paralegals on Elissa’s team
have also become subject matter
experts in the complicated field of
physician immigration.”
Ari’s practice focuses on small
businesses and family immigration,” Susser continued. “He has
a loyal following of family run
businesses that depend on his expertise to guide them through the
complications of a system that was
designed for large companies. Internally, we depend on Ari to know
the answers, or at least where to
find them, to the most complex
questions that run the gambit from
I-9 compliance to child citizenship
and everything in between.”
Ari Sauer and Elissa Taub have
both recently been recognized
by Who’s Who Legal as Global
Leaders in Corporate Immigration
for 2020. Siskind Susser looks
forward to seeing their growth and
leadership as partners.

Reps. Grace Meng and Ted Lieu join anti-Semitism task force leadership

Cohen...

(Continued From Page 3)
Other Jewish winners and
losers
• Songwriter Diane Warren won
her second Globe for best original
song. Her tune “Io si” featured in
“The Life Ahead,” in which the
iconic actress Sophia Loren plays
a Holocaust survivor.
•The Pixar flick “Soul,” which
one JTA writer argued borrows
from an ancient Jewish idea, won
best animated film.
• Shira Haas was nominated
but didn’t win the best actress in
a limited TV series category. She
drew acclaim for her performance
in “Unorthodox,” about a young
Hasidic woman who leaves the
community.
• Jane Levy was nominated in
the best actress in a comedy or
musical category for her role in
“Zoey’s Extraordinary Playlist,”
but lost to O’Hara.
• Al Pacino is not Jewish, but
he played a Jewish Nazi hunter
with a Yiddish accent in Amazon’s
“Hunters.” He lost in the best TV
drama series actor category.

Conversion...

(Continued From Page 4)
included haredi parties and they
promptly reversed all of the previous government’s decisions on
religion.
Haredi Israelis understand that
they’re in the minority, and that a
growing number of secular Jews
have become fed up with the
Orthodox monopoly on religious
issues. Advocates for religious
freedom know it, too.
That reality raises the stakes
of every battle over religion and
state — even court decisions like
Monday’s (March 1) that affect
only a handful of religious converts already in the country.
Secular activists hope that
such decisions will snowball into
bigger victories against the haredi
establishment. And haredi Israelis
worry that if they give in on the
small battles, they could lose the
larger war.

community.
The release said the task force,
established in 2015, would encourage the government to “play a role
in protecting [the Jewish] community and addressing the rise in
antisemitic incidents domestically
and globally.”
In the last Congress, the task
force was behind the passage of
a law elevating the State Department’s anti-Semitism monitor to
ambassador, granting the office
increased clout.

MJCC youth summer
job opportunities

The year 2021 marks the
MJCC’s 71st Summer Camp
Anniversary serving the Greater
Memphis community.
When you talk to members of
the Jewish community, you often
hear of families so connected
through Summer Camp, as past
MJCC camp counselors now have
their own children attending camp.
The camp and youth team at
the J are busy planning a fun and
safe summer, and as always, trying to top the previous year. But
it’s the staff that make the camp
what it has become. The staff are
the faces that the children see every day. They have an incredibly
important job of keeping children
safe, entertained and being a mentor to each and every camper. The
MJCC is proud to say that they hire
an amazing group of youth every
summer to complete this task.
If you know someone that
would make a wonderful counselor and would like to have meaningful and fun summer, please have
them visit www.jccmemphis.org/
camp staff.
Lifeguards are critical to a
successful and safe summer for
our youth. What an important role
and learning experience a growing
adult can have as a lifeguard. The
J is proud to offer our lifeguard
training program with a couple
of different training sessions. For
more information on training to
become a lifeguard, visit www.
jccmemphis.org/lifeguard.
For more information or questions on these two upcoming job
opportunities, you can also reach
out to the MJCC’s Camp, Youth, &
Family Services Director Juliana
Harkavy at 901-259-9215 or the
MJCC’s Aquatics Director Danny
Fadgen at 901-259-9208.
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OBITUARIES
Sara “Necie” Conroy

Sara “Necie” Conroy died Friday,
February 12, 2021, at Memphis Jewish
Home & Rehab at the age of 94.
A native
Memphian
who lived in
Memphis her
entire life, she
was married to
Jack J. Conroy
until his death
in 1983.
Born in
Memphis on
Sara Conroy
January 15,
1927, she was
the daughter of the late Harry and
Helen Kabakoff. She was proceeded
in death by her son, Donnie, in 1954,
and by her two brothers, Art Kabakoff
and David Kabakoff.
Mrs. Conroy graduated from
Central High School and attended
Memphis State University.
She loved spending time with her
friends and family.
Mrs. Conroy is survived by her
children, Herb Conroy (Joanie) of
West Bloomfield, Michigan, Steve
Conroy of Memphis, Amy Conroy
Paller (Barry) of Germantown; her
six grandchildren, Rachel Pereles
(David), Sharon Kaplan (Adam),
Emily Ventura (Ron), Daniel Conroy
(Rebecca), Jackie Bender (Justin), and
Jeffrey Paller (Laura) and nine great
grandchildren.
A private funeral service for the
family was held with burial in Temple
Israel Cemetery. Canale Funeral
Directors had charge. The family
requests that any memorials be sent
to Temple Israel, Plough Towers or a
charity of the donor’s choice.

MOVING
Please let us know
before you go!
info@hebrewwatchman.com
901.763.2215

Brighton Bank will help you weather the storm .
. 50% on both your checking and savings accounts!

EARN

EARN

Brighton PLUS
Brighton Savings
PLUS
Consumer
Checking
Brighton Savings
*Brighton
Consumer
Checking
.50% APY*
*
.50% APY*

.50% APY
✓
✓
✓

FDIC Insured $250,000

.50% APY

✔ FDIC Insured $250,000
✔ $100 Minimum Opening Balance
Free ATM Card upon Request
✔ Free ATM Card upon Request

$100 Minimum Opening Balance

Additional Brighton Services for Your Convenience!
•

Free Mobile Banking: Manage your accounts anytime from the Brighton Bank mobile app.
Available for FREE download on the Apple and Google Play stores.

•

Free Mobile Deposit: Deposit checks anytime, anywhere.

•

Go "Green": Help save our planet by opting into eStatements. Choose to receive your monthly
statement electronically and we'll waive your monthly service charge.

•

Security You Can Count On: 2-Step Secure Authentication and SSL Encryption.

• The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/20/2020 and based on a deposit of $100. The interest rate and corresponding APY for savings and checking accounts are variable and are set at our
discretion. Interest rates may change as often as daily without prior notice. Maintenance or activity fees may reduce earnings.

Erev Shabbat, Fri Mar 12, 2021 / 28 Adar, 5781...................................5:47 pm
Shabbat ends, Havdalah, Sat Mar 13, 2021 / 29 Adar, 5781................6:48 pm
Weekly Torah Reading: VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEL

Federal regulations limit certain types of transfers from a savings account to a combined maximum of six per month. If transfers exceed this limit more than occasionally, we will convert the account to a type
not subject to transfer limits or close the account. A fee is assessed for each excess transfer paid against the account. See our Deposit Account agreement and Disclosures for details.
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Kentucky to adopt IHRA anti-Semitism definition

Kentucky’s state legislature, which adopted the IHRA definition
of anti-Semitism on Feb. 24, 2021, meets in the Capitol Building in
Frankfort.			
Credit: Jon Cherry/Getty Images

Rep. Lee Zeldin considering
run for New York governor
By Ron Kampeas
WASHINGTON (JTA) — Rep.
Lee Zeldin, one of two Jewish
Republicans in the U.S. House of
Representatives, is considering a
run for New York governor in light
of scandals engulfing incumbent
Andrew Cuomo.
“After a lot of people reached
out to me in recent days and weeks,
and after discussing it at length
with my wife and daughters, I am
now actively exploring a run for
governor of New York against Andrew Cuomo in 2022,” Zeldin told
Newsday on Tuesday, March 2.
The newspaper quoted a number of Republican state officials as
welcoming the news, noting that
Zeldin won his Long Island district
handily in the last election and is
adept at obtaining federal funding
for the state.
Statewide, however, Zeldin
could face some obstacles: He has
been one of former president Donald Trump’s most vocal boosters
in a state where Trump is reviled.

Thursday, March 11, 2021

U.S. Rep. Lee Zeldin

Zeldin was among the dozens of
Republicans who voted to overturn
Joe Biden’s presidential win.
Moreover, it’s not at all certain
Cuomo would run for a fourth term
in 2022, given how wounded he
is because of the recent spate of
allegations that he covered up the
number of dead from the coronavirus, bullied and threatened
opponents, and sexually harassed
at least two subordinates.
There is speculation that Cuomo may resign. In that case, the
Democratic lieutenant governor,
Kathy Hochul, would take his job.

By Philissa Cramer
NEW YORK (JTA) — For
the first time, a U.S. state has
officially adopted a definition of
anti-Semitism that has ignited
debates worldwide over the extent
to which criticism of Israel should
be considered anti-Semitic.
Lawmakers in Kentucky voted
to adopt the definition developed by the International Holocaust Remembrance Association,
known as IHRA, on Wednesday,
February 24, as part of a broad
resolution aimed at condemning
anti-Semitism.
The hearing and vote, which
was unanimous, came as a surprise to the state legislature’s only
Jewish member, according to the
Louisville Courier Journal. But
state Sen. Karen Berg quickly
signed on as a co-sponsor.
“The desecration of Jewish
cemeteries and congregations and
community centers — it’s increasing,” Berg, a Louisville Democrat,
told the newspaper. “And everybody knows it’s increasing. It’s
part of the whole hate that we got
to put away.”
Rabbi Shlomo Litvin of
Chabad of the Bluegrass told the
newspaper he helped craft the
resolution as a response to what
he said were “disturbing incidents
here in Kentucky.” Chabad of the
Bluegrass has reported multiple
incidents at its Lexington building, including an assault during
Hanukkah.
The resolution does not make
clear what force the adoption will
hold, if any, in the state. Advocates
for the definition, which was first
published in 2016, say having a

clear and common definition of
anti-Semitism is helpful in identifying Jew-hatred. But its critics say

it stifles free speech by identifying
some forms of Israel criticism as
anti-Semitic.

Yeshiva University men’s basketball
is on a 35-game winning streak
By Andrew Silow-Carroll
NEW YORK (JTA) — Yeshiva
University’s men’s basketball team
is riding a 35-game winning streak,
picking up from last season when
the Maccabees reached the Sweet 16
of the NCAA’s Division III national
tournament before the pandemic
shut down the rest of the event.
The unbeaten streak is the
third longest in Division III men’s
basketball history, and the longest
among all current NCAA Division
I, II and III teams.
Y.U., the Modern Orthodox
flagship university in Manhattan,
has started the 2020-21 season
at 6-0 and is ranked No. 4 in the
D3hoops.com Men’s National
Poll. The Maccabees, the defending Skyline Conference champion,

haven’t lost since the opening
game of the previous campaign.
D3hoops.com also named senior forward Gabriel Leifer of
Lawrence, New York, to its Team
of the Week on Tuesday, March 2.
Leifer, a returning fourth team AllAmerican, is just the fourth men’s
basketball player, and seventh
overall, in the 24-year history of
D3hoops.com to be named to its
Team of the Week in four separate
seasons, according to Y.U.
For all its promise, the team
will be denied the chance for a
tournament title for the second
season in a row: Due to low participation numbers among member
schools, NCAA Division III winter
championships are canceled for
the 2020-21 academic year.

Coach Elliot Steinmetz instructs his Yeshiva University men’s
basketball team during its historic 2019-20 season. Credit: Y.U. Athletics

