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‘Lucky’ bronze Roman-era oil lamp unearthed in

Jerusalem

Levy and Baruch believe that the
lamp was placed there deliberately, to
bring good fortune to residents.
“Foundation deposits [ritual offerings]
were prevalent in the ancient world, and
were intended for luck and to ensure the
continued existence of the building and

A rare bronze oil lamp, shaped like a grotesque face cut in half, was
recently discovered during excavations in Jerusalem’s City of David
National Park. May 5, 2021. 		
Credit: Israel Antiquities Authority

The lamp, discovered
in the foundations of
an ancient building,
is believed to have
been a ritual offering
• Only a few objects
of this kind have ever
been found, and never
before in Jerusalem, say
researchers.

(JNS) – A rare bronze oil lamp, shaped
like a grotesque face cut in half, was recently discovered during excavations
in Jerusalem’s City of David National
Park, the Israel Antiquities Authority.
The lamp – described by IAA archae-

its occupants,” they explained.
According to Levy, director of excavations at the site, the fact that such a massive structure was built after Jewish Jerusalem was destroyed indicates that the
area continued to be important even after

ologists Ari Levy and Yuval Baruch as
a “very unique find”– was unearthed in
the foundations of a building dating to
the Roman period, after the destruction
of Jerusalem and the Second Temple in
70 C.E.

In precedent-setting case, German city to
return painting to heirs of Jewish businessman
who was once in concentration camp

“The Fox” by Franz Marc
Credit: Wikimedia Commons

By Toby Axelrod

BERLIN (JTA) – The city of Dusseldorf has agreed to return an Expressionist painting estimated to be worth $18
million to the heirs of its original Jewish
owner last week in a move that could
set a precedent for German restitution
claims.

Kurt Grawi, a Jewish businessman
and art collector, fled Nazi Germany for
Chile in 1939 after years of persecution
and several weeks of internment in the
Sachsenhausen concentration camp.
According to lawyers for the family,
when Grawi fled, he was only permitted
to take a suitcase and a handful of Reichsmarks. But his painting “The Fox”
by the German Expressionism pioneer
Franz Marc – the Nazis considered it
“degenerate art” – was smuggled out of
the country, probably with the help of
friends.
Grawi wrote in 1939 that he planned
to sell it to cover the cost of his emigration. He did so in New York in 1940; he
died four years later. In 1962, the work
crossed the ocean again, when the new
owner donated it to the Kunstpalast art
museum in Dusseldorf.
The Germany Advisory Commission
on the return of Nazi-era stolen cultural property typically has not dealt with
cases in which an artwork changed
hands outside of Germany. But with a
two-thirds majority, the commission
recommended that the painting be returned to the heirs, saying it didn’t mat-

ter that the sale took place outside the
Third Reich because Grawi would not
have sold his prized possession had he
not been persecuted by the Nazis.
Last Thursday, the Dusseldorf City
Council agreed in a closed session to
return the painting to the heirs, with no
objections and one abstention: the farright Alternative for Germany party, or
AfD.
The decision may set a precedent by
which cultural objects sold abroad could
be subject to restitution under the Washington Principles, a 1998 agreement
with Germany that set standards for determining whether property was looted
or sold under duress.
The item need not be spectacular,
Markus Stoetzel, a Germany-based
attorney for the heirs, told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency.
“It is not always a Franz Marc painting,” he said in a telephone interview.
“It can be a book or a piece of furniture
that has a connection to the past, to what
they lost.”
Stoetzel added: “One can only hope
that this is encouraging for other parties
and countries to come forward.” HW

the destruction of the Second Temple.
However, he added: “It is possible
that the importance of the building, and
the need to bless its activity with luck by
burying a foundation deposit, was due to
its proximity to the Siloam Pool, which
was also used in the Roman period as
the central source of water in the city.”
According to Baruch, “Decorated bronze oil lamps were discovered
throughout the Roman Empire [and]
for the most part … stood on stylish
candelabras or were hung on a chain.
Collections around the world contain
thousands of these bronze lamps, many
of which were made in intricate shapes,
indicating the artistic freedom that Roman metal artists possessed.”
This lamp, however, is a “very rare
object, with only a few discovered in the
whole world, and is the first of its kind
to be discovered in Jerusalem,” he said.
The excavation was conducted by the
IAA and funded by the City of David
Foundation, the Israeli Tourism Ministry, the Ministry of Jerusalem and Heritage and the Jerusalem Development
Authority. HW

Oregon Holocaust
memorial defaced
By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) – A Holocaust memorial in
Portland, Oregon, was defaced with
swastikas and antisemitic slurs.
Police discovered the vandalism over
the weekend covering a wall of the memorial in the Washington Park neighborhood and appearing elsewhere near
the memorial, the local NBC affiliate
KGW reported. There are no suspects.
The memorial was created by Holocaust survivors who lived locally and
includes names of their family members
who perished in the war, Judy Margles,
the director of the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education,
told the news station.
“It’s very twisted. It’s very visceral, I
have to say, when you hear about something — I think my whole body just
went numb,” Margles said, describing
her reaction when police alerted her to
the vandalism on Sunday.
The city’s mayor, Ted Wheeler, condemned the vandalism.
“The damage to the Oregon Holocaust
Memorial is heartbreaking, and it’s particularly painful that it happened during Jewish American Heritage Month,” Wheeler
said on Twitter. “I denounce hate crimes,
anti-Semitism, and white supremacy.” HW
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Our thriving community

Aileen Cooper has a long
history of giving back to the
Memphis Jewish community
as a committed philanthropist,
tireless volunteer and respected
lay leader.

By Aileen Cooper

Our Jewish community thrives because of its people, who consistently do
so much to support one another. I have
seen firsthand the amazing work and
commitment that community members
deliver, from making meals for a newly arrived family to collectively raising
millions of dollars to support Memphis
Jewish organizations. I continue to be
blown away by this community’s consistent efforts to show up and support
each and every family. These acts ensure that everyone feels welcome and
foster a sense of belonging and inclusivity that makes living here so wonderful.
We have an incredible history of cohesion, inclusivity and support. I’m
grateful that I live among people with
their sights set on an ambitious future
and with tremendous attention given to
the wellbeing and permanence of our
Jewish institutions. We all work together, both fiscally and physically, both
spiritually and spaciously.
I was taught the importance of giving
at a young age. My parents supported
the Jewish day school I attended in Long
Island, N.Y., and my local synagogue. A
meaningful early memory was when my
parents funded a flight for Jews to leave
Russia. I also learned from seeing how
essential Jewish philanthropy was to my
in-laws, Irby and Bernice Cooper, and
to my husband, Pace, and the rest of his
family. Because of this inspiration, very
early in our relationship we joined the
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry, beginning our lifelong relationship anchored
by volunteerism and philanthropy.
Even before we had children, I was
the treasurer of the Margolin Hebrew

Academy PTA/LA and volunteered and
chaired several major school fundraisers. I became a board member of Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab and later
president of the MHA PTA/LA.
Eventually, I became the first woman
president of the Board of Trustees of the
Margolin Hebrew Academy-Feinstone
Yeshiva of the South. Many asked if
I was trying to break the glass ceiling
and prove the vital importance of women in our community. I actually took on
the presidency because I believe in the
MHA and feel it’s essential for children
to have a strong Jewish education. In
the past year, I also joined the board of
Memphis Jewish Federation, to give my
time to a central and essential part of the
community.
In addition to volunteering our time,
Pace and I also give back financially.
Because of our gift to the Annual Community Campaign, I have been a Memphis Jewish Federation Lion of Judah
practically since its inception. I watched
the Lion of Judah sisterhood grow from
a handful of women who understood the
significance of women’s strength and
our ability to make a difference, to a vibrant group of over 100 women.
We also give through Jewish Foundation of Memphis, where our Donor
Advised Fund makes philanthropy easy
and efficient. We can set aside needed
charitable funds in a tax-efficient manner and put those dollars to use conveniently. The Funds are carefully invested to achieve maximum growth until
their eventual use.
As we learned from our parents, Pace
and I have tried to foster philanthropy
and volunteerism in the next generation.
I am blessed with six children and two,
soon-to-be three, daughters-in-law. Jeremy (Ellin), Ethan (Elisheva), Dylan
(Anna), Elan, Serena, and Yael each
benefitted from the Memphis community, attending MHA, MJCC camps,
Camp Shemesh and started their philanthropic journey through the B’nai Tzedek teen philanthropy program at the
Jewish Foundation of Memphis, where
all four currently hold Donor Advised
Funds. Although my four sons currently
live in New York, they understand just
how lucky they are to have grown up in
a small, wholesome environment where
they were taught to achieve their maximum potential and give their time and
resources to the Jewish community.
All four of my sons took a gap year to
learn in Israel before attending Columbia University.
Jeremy, a recent graduate of Columbia
Business School, was the gabbai of the
daily minyan and has not missed a week
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Memphis Candlelighting Time
Erev Shabbat, Fri. May 14, 2021 / 3 Sivan, 5781 ..............................7:38 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. May 15 / 4 Sivan, 5781 ............................................. 8:39 p.m.
Weekly Torah Portion: Bamidbar

of reading the Torah portion for the past
four years. Ethan served as the president
of NCSY’s Yavneh, Columbia’s Orthodox community board, ran marathons to
raise money for Yachad and is currently working in NYC in Private Equity.
Dylan, a student at the Zucker School of
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell was also
an active member of Hillel as is Elan,
who is currently at Columbia finishing
his junior year.
My 16-year-old daughters, Serena and Yael, have been taught the importance of giving both at home and

through B’nai Tzedek. All six have seen
my husband and me spending numerous
hours every week volunteering for various Jewish causes. They have developed
into beautiful, bright, strong, articulate,
determined young adults. I see this in
families across the community, the next
generation growing into the leaders and
givers of tomorrow.
The Jewish community of Memphis
has a powerful hold on my life and my
heart. We have a strong legacy to draw on,
but we must continue to put in the work
to have an equally impactful future. HW
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Release of suspect in Bronx synagogue attacks
reignites debate over bail reform

Jordan Burnette, the suspect in a series of synagogue attacks in the
Riverdale section of the Bronx, is being charged with burglary as a hate
crime. 					
Credit: Screenshot from WCBS-2

By Shira Hanau

(JTA) – When a suspect in a series
of synagogue attacks in the Riverdale
section of the Bronx was released by a
judge without bail Sunday evening, it
was a tough pill for some in the Jewish
community to swallow.
It also revived a debate among Jews
over New York state’s elimination of
cash bail in most arrests – a measure
hailed by progressive groups and challenged by law enforcement, Republicans
and some prominent Jewish politicians.
Jordan Burnette, 29, was arrested early
Saturday morning and charged with the
rock-throwing attacks that shattered windows and glass doors at four synagogues
in the heavily Jewish neighborhood start-

ing the weekend of April 24. He is facing
42 hate crime and other charges.
At first, a judge set bail for Burnette
at $20,000. Hours later, another judge,
Tara Collins of the Bronx Criminal
Court, overturned that decision and allowed Burnette a supervised release,
saying a suspect with his charges cannot
be held on bail under the current law.
Evan Bernstein, CEO and national director of Community Security Service,
an organization that trains volunteer
security squads for synagogues, said
Burnette’s release is a source of pain for
Riverdale’s Jews.
“There’s some very unhappy people
in Riverdale right now,” Bernstein said.
In the days after Burnette’s release,

several national organizations objected
to the judge’s decision and called for
the bail reform bill to be amended to allow judges to set bail for perpetrators of
hate crimes.
Agudath Israel, a haredi Orthodox
advocacy organization, reiterated its
support for an amendment to that effect. That amendment was proposed in
January by Simcha Eichenstein, a state
assemblyman who represents Brooklyn,
but it failed to pass.
“In the face of rising antisemitic
hate crimes, and as this egregious case
makes all too clear, Judges should be
allowed to set bail for hate crimes,”
Agudah said in a statement. “Those
who target religious individuals and
houses of worship should not walk freely while awaiting trial.”
Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the Simon Wiesenthal Center in California
weighed in as well.
“Change the no bail laws or New
York may become the next Paris!” he
said in a statement. “New York must
not allow hate mongers to attack Houses of Worship with impunity. Twenty
years ago, we witnessed similar scenarios occur in France, where judges
refused to hold those who vandalized
synagogues accountable. That soon escalated to fire-bombings, violence and
even murder.”
The bail reform law was modified in
April 2020 to expand the types of serious crimes, including sex trafficking
and grand larceny, under which judges
could still set bail, as well for certain
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persistent offenders.
But local progressive leaders said the
bail reform issue was not relevant to
Burnette’s case.
“In this specific case in Riverdale, the
defendant – also a member of this community – is currently subject to supervised release, a court-ordered program
to ensure the return to court to face
charges,” said Madeline Ritter, a leader of the Riverdale chapter of Bend the
Arc, a progressive Jewish organization.
“The supervised release program also
offers community-based support and
resources.
“We are dismayed that some elected officials are responding to the vandalism of synagogues in Riverdale by
calling for rollbacks to New York’s bail
reform law.”
Under supervised release, suspects
must regularly meet with and maintain regular phone contact with a social
worker while they await trial. Social
workers also refer the suspect to community programs and provide regular
progress reports to the court. If suspects
do not comply with the reporting requirements or are rearrested, the judge
can revoke the supervised release and
return them to jail.
Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn of Congregation Tehillah in Riverdale said the
bail reform issue is “not germane to this
case.”
“People are looking for a way to have
agency, and there are times in life where
you don’t have that much agency,” Shriner-Cahn said. “The police caught him,
he’s going through the legal system and
our job is to be as calm as possible.”
The Jewish Community Relations
Council of New York will be meeting
in the next several weeks to determine
if the group will advocate for a change
to allow bail to be set in cases of hate
crimes. Michael Miller, its executive
vice president, said the group would
“put this through a process,” but “there
are strongly held opinions on each side.”
“It’s also possible that we won’t be
able to achieve consensus,” he said.
The debate over bail reform first
erupted in late 2019 and early 2020
when a series of antisemitic attacks on
Orthodox Jews in New York City coincided with the passage of a bail reform
package by the New York State Legislature.
Most people arrested for a crime are
not held in jail while they await trial.
But those who could not afford bail
could sit in jail for months or years until a trial took place. Advocates for the
elimination of cash bail pointed to the
case of Kalief Browder, a teenager who
killed himself after being jailed at the
city’s notorious Rikers Island for years
while awaiting trial.
But in the wake of the series of antisemitic attacks in New York City in
late 2019 and early 2020, some Jewish leaders criticized the bail reform
laws, claiming they were leading to an
increase in crime. And after a woman
named Tiffany Harris was arrested for
assaulting a woman just days after her
arrest for slapping three Orthodox Jewish women and subsequent release, the
critics of bail reform grew louder.
As objections to the reforms increased,
more than 100 mostly progressive New
York Jewish organizations, leaders and
rabbis signed a letter to Gov. Andrew
Cuomo supporting the bail reform law.
Undoing the law, they wrote, “will perpetuate the racial and economic inequality that bail reform counteracted.” HW
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A beautiful wedding story

Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

I wonder when the wedding ceremony was mandated as the official seal of
marriage. Don’t laugh and call me uncivilized. You can open your Bible and
wade through all of Adam and Eve’s
courtship and find not a single word of
wedding ceremony.
Same for Abe and Sarah and Isaac
and Becky. You won’t see a single word
about a rabbi, the wedding meal, or raspberry sorbet. Only the bare necessities
are mentioned. “And he went into her
and she conceived,” Jacob or Simon, or
whoever. What a commendable, simple
system. A masculine delight, as I pointed out to my rabbi. Let’s revive the good
ol’ days when…. He left the room slamming the door on his way out.
Parents, especially the bride’s folks,
would save a fortune. I’m sure they’d

vote my way. Think of it; no thankyou notes. My lovely wife still claims
the Rosenfelds hate us because I’m 30
years late on a thank-you note. I say a
Walmart salt and pepper shaker doesn’t
deserve a thank-you note.
But to be serious, which I am one hour
of the 24, where are our historians when
we need them? Who was the Hochem
who obviously worked for the bride’s
family and somehow introduced all this
wedding mishamagas as a prerequisite
to the simple: “and he went into her and
they conceived”? What wedding planner in Solomon’s temple elaborated on
this neat formula?
Though my own wedding was a few
weeks after Abraham’s, I negotiated madly with my in-laws. “Look, I’ll run off
with Gwendolyn thereby economizing
on the 150-seated-dinner, an out-of-tune
band, and a couple of gardens worth of
Calla Lilies. And we’ll split the savings.
The rabbi’s study will be our wedding
hall.” Everybody nodded agreement.
All was going well. Me and the wifeto-be are in the car bound for Honeymoon Hotel until my wife asked,
“Where are we going?”
“To our wedding,” I replied matter of
factly. The bride, however, immediately

noted the lack of twelve bridesmaids, a
twelve-piece band, and only an assistant
associate student rabbi in the back seat –
I thought it’d be romantic to do the short
simple ceremony at the Honeymoon
Hotel. (a sheet makes a fine Chupah).
Her nuptial instinct began ringing
like a bookcase size cell phone. “This
is no wedding,” she bristled. “This is
a ‘he went into her and conceived’!!”
Minimally, she insisted on a neutral
third-party observer, what our Christian
friends call a qualified preacher, and we
call a Rabbi.
No, of course I’m kidding. Well before my own imprisonment – sometime
after Bible time and before Las Vegas
wedding chapels – problems arose.
“What dya mean we’re just great
pals,” said some marriage partner.
“Not true – we are married. There’s a
ceremony and contracts, stuff like that.
Clearly, a sober third party, objective
witness was required. And it so happened that unemployment was high at
the time. And for a haunch of moose
meat (Kosher, you know) or a cluster of
grapes you could buy this service.
Furthermore, there are biblical scholars who connect this witnessing trend
with the popularity of the prophets.
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It was their time. And renowned for
their honesty, it was a perfect sideline
to preaching for copper coins on dusty
crossroads. If the prophet attended the
service and said you were married, well,
that settled it. And like all human affairs, the service grew from a six-word
ceremony, “OK I guess you’re married
now,” to various costuming, ceremonial
marching around the groom, lacy veils
so the groom wouldn’t be constantly
reminded that the bride had a bad wart
two inches southeast of her right eye,
and stomping glassware before dining
on plastic chicken and green peas.
And you don’t think lawyers were
going to miss a pay day, do you? Some
legal genius offered the bride a legal
certificate proving beyond all doubt that
the groom, the party of the first part, was
committed to certain obligations.
Again, like all the affairs of humanity, marriage grew from the simple to
the complex. Nobody walked into their
bridal chamber without a blindfolded
lawyer and a ten-page ketuba in triplicate. Nothing remains simple.
The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scribbler on the roof, has appeared in newspapers around the US, on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

Leading Jewish Republicans differ over a Biden human rights nominee
By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Sarah Margon, up for a top human rights role
at the State Department, is the latest
Biden nominee to face fierce pushback from conservatives, among them
the Republican Jewish Coalition.
But at least one prominent Jewish
Republican is backing Margon’s nomination. Elliott Abrams, a longtime foreign policy maven with experience in a
number of Republican administrations,
most recently under former President
Donald Trump, has come to her defense.
Abrams, responding last Tuesday
to a query from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, said he understood why
one of Margon’s ex-employers, Hu-
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man Rights Watch, so exercises her
critics. But he said that opprobrium should not extend to Margon.
“I’ve had some good and some very
bad experiences with Human Rights
Watch, but only good experiences with
Sarah Margon,” Abrams said in an email.
Margon, who is Jewish, is up for one of
the jobs that Abrams held early in his career, during the Reagan administration: assistant secretary of state for human rights.
Under Trump, Abrams served as a special
envoy on Venezuela and Iran issues.
“I think they have a long and indefensible record of hostility to Israel,
and that certainly includes the head of
the organization, Kenneth Roth, and
many others on the staff,” Abrams said
of Human Rights Watch. “The obsession with Israel that led their co-founder the late Robert Bernstein to leave
their board still clearly exists. But that
record never included the directors
of the Washington office – not Sarah
Margon nor her predecessor, Tom Malinowski, who is now a congressman.”
Abrams’ statement came just hours
after the RJC recorded its opposition,
in blistering terms. “Sarah Margon’s
nomination to a key role at the State
Department dealing with democracy
and human rights is completely inap-
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propriate,” the RJC said in a statement,
noting her past employment by Human
Rights Watch. “She is an anti-Israel
activist whose work makes a mockery
of the concept of ‘human rights.’ Her
nomination will be resolutely opposed
by Republicans and the Jewish community, who value the Jewish state
and our strategic alliance with her.”
Human Rights Watch has for years
had a parlous relationship with Israel and the pro-Israel community; last
week, it published a report accusing
Israel of maintaining “apartheid” conditions in the Palestinian territories it
occupies. But it works on issues across
the entire planet, and it has a battery of
employees who barely deal with Israel.
The RJC notably ran ads against
Malinowski, a New Jersey Democrat,
during his freshman run in 2018, noting his Human Rights Watch past; he
has become one of the most outspoken congressional activists targeting
white nationalist extremism and has
barely engaged on the Israel issue.
Frontpage Mag, a conservative publication, recently ran an analysis targeting
Margon, who tweeted in support of boycotting settlements. That’s a position
short of support for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, which

targets all of Israel, and its one embraced by Americans for Peace Now, a
liberal pro-Israel group that is a member
of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. The
Zionist Organization of America reprinted the Frontpage analysis on its website.
“I am surprised by the claims that
Sarah Margon was an anti-Israel activist, which was not my experience,”
Abrams said in his statement. “We disagreed on many issues, but she was always sensible and open to argument.”
Margon has earned supportive statements from the Jewish Democratic Council of America and J Street,
the liberal Jewish Middle East lobby.
“J Street is proud to support the nomination of Sarah Margon, one of our
country’s most experienced, knowledgeable and passionate advocates for
global human rights,” said its senior vice
president for policy, Dylan Williams.
JDCA director Halie Soifer, who has
had foreign policy jobs in Congress
and in the executive branch, vouched
for Margon, having known her for a
decade. “She is a national security expert and unwavering defender of human
rights,” she said on Twitter. “Smears
alleging she supports BDS or Israel’s
destruction are patently false.” HW

RJC: Biden nominee with anti-Israel
ties ‘makes mockery’ of human rights
(JNS) – The Republican Jewish Coalition is urging senators to reject the
nomination of Sarah Margon to a senior
State Department post over her anti-Israel, pro-BDS history.
Margon, who has been nominated by
the Biden administration to serve as assistant secretary of state for democracy,
human rights and labor, previously ran
the Washington office of Human Rights
Watch, an organization with a history of
anti-Israel bias that recently accused the
Jewish state of engaging in apartheid.
RJC national chairman Norm Coleman said in a statement that U.S. President Joe Biden and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken claim to oppose the
anti-Israel BDS movement, “but now
they want to install a supporter of Israel
boycotts in a senior role.”
While RJC noted that presidents are

historically given great leeway in choosing their advisers and the senate generally confirms most qualified candidates,
they said that Margon’s nomination to a
key role at the State Department dealing with democracy and human rights is
“completely inappropriate.”
“She is an anti-Israel activist whose
work makes a mockery of the concept
of human rights,” said the group.
It added that she will be bitterly opposed by Republicans, though urged
pro-Israel Democrats to reject her nomination as well.
“Her nomination will be resolutely
opposed by Republicans and the Jewish
community, who value the Jewish state
and our strategic alliance with her,” it
stated. “Those Democrats who profess
to support Israel must join in the vote to
reject this nomination.” HW
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So Sababa

Psst...that’s Israeli slang for cool/awesome

Watch Dog

PJ Library

Rudy and Izzy enjoy evening walks in
Shelby Farms with mom and dad Rachel
and Anthony Morrison

Rachel Morrison is a proud dog
mom to Rudy, a 7-year-old
Yorkiepoo, a mix of Yorkshire
Terrier and Toy Poodle and Izzy,
an 18-month-old Pooton, a
mix of Coton de Tulear and Toy
Poodle. She and her husband,
Anthony, have had both dogs
since they were 12 weeks old and
found Rudy in Arkansas and Izzy
in Indiana.
Read the full story and see more
photos in the April/May issue
of Jewish Scene Magazine in
mailboxes and stands, or visit
jewishscenemagazine.com

WORKING DOGS

Rudy is a therapy dog with West Tennessee Therapy Dogs and especially
loves when they visit kids. Plans are in
the works to get Izzy tested so she can
be in the therapy program too.

DOWN TIME

Izzy loves to play with squeaky toys
and often steal socks from the hamper.
Rudy knows several tricks including
shake, high five, roll over and whisper.

Jack Cohen, the 1-year-old son of Andrea and Ted Cohen, is the 1,000th
Memphis child to enroll in PJ Library. Funded nationally by the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, and locally by Billie and Joe Pierce, Barbara and
Earl Magdovitz, and by gifts to Memphis Jewish Federation’s Annual
Community Campaign, PJ Library, a national program, sends Jewish
children age-appropriate Jewish-themed books or music each month
up to 9 years old. PJ Our Way (kids 9 to 11) allows children to select a
monthly book to build a custom Jewish library tailored to their interests.
Memphis PJ Library also provides fun and engaging Jewish programming
for PJ families. Learn more at www.jcpmemphis.org/pjlibrary.

Subscribe Now — Don’t Miss An Issue
Intown $36 • Out-of-State $50
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EXERCISE

Both pups love to take walks at Shelby Farms.

Phone 901.763.2215

Program focuses on Jewish teen wellness during Mental
Health Awareness Month

(JNS) – The Jewish community is
bringing the power of compassion to National Mental Health Awareness Month.
A project of the Jewish Teen Education and Engagement Funder Collaborative for the second year in a row, “Collective Compassion” shares events and
resources from more than a dozen Jewish partners in a coordinated response
to mental-health needs that have been
amplified in the last 14 months of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Pop-up programs, workshops, giving
circles, “screen-side chats” and other initiatives throughout May draw on
Jewish culture and wisdom to help address rising levels of loneliness, stress
and anxiety.
Highlights include:
Creativity for Coping to help build
resilience through creative guides such
as “Storytelling for Strength and Sanity,”
screaming meditation, breathwork and
even a comedy show to help people relax,
center themselves and understand how
these techniques tie to Jewish wisdom.
Education and Awareness to learn
and share practical tools for mental
health, iGen: Understanding the Smartphone Generation with Dr. Jean Twenge,
an event for parents and educators of
teens and tweens to provide ideas for how
to help your family find a better balance
with technology to be healthier and happier.
CPR for Mental Health to teach
adults how to support young people, ages
12 to 21. Professionals and other adults
and parents benefit from the Jewishly

framed, six-hour training course, a mix of
self-paced and instructor-led workshops.
Certification is valid for three years.
Curated books, art, apps and
quarantine playlists to provide personal support and to encourage positive mental health.

“Events of the last year have left
many reeling with a heightened sense
of uncertainty, confusion and loss, and
our community is responding in a powerful way,” says Sara Allen, executive
director of the Jewish Teen Education
and Engagement Funder Collaborative.

In-Home Care Services
Personal Care
Companionship & Housekeeping
Dementia & Alzheimer's Care
Respite Care
Safety Solutions

“Inspired by the creativity and commitment of our partners, we hope people explore the dozens of offerings and learn
self-compassion strategies, participate in
practices that draw on Jewish tradition
and see that no matter what people are
going through, you are not alone.” HW

Contact Us
Memphis: 901-752-1515
Northern Mississippi: 662-393-1110
Covington: 901-296-1200
memphis-169.comfortkeepers.com
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Bornblum Jewish Community School: Creating a space for design thinking

By Jill Cross

Over the last year, we have seen how
quickly the world can change. Employers and schools have had to shift the
way they operate, and, in many ways,
it has opened a world of possibilities.
This experience has reinforced that as
educators we must prepare our students
for an ever-evolving world. We are preparing them for jobs and careers that
may not even exist yet. We are preparing them for anything! We have always
known this, but this year crystallized
this imperative. Considering this, we
have been looking for ways to build on
natural connections in our curriculum to
weave 21st-century skills and mindsets
into all aspects of our school commu-

nity. We believe one way to do this is
through Design Thinking.
Design Thinking is an approach to
problem-solving rooted in empathy, intention and positive change. The process
was refined and perfected at Stanford’s
d.school and has now found its way
into corporations and schools across the
country. With Design Thinking, students
engage in real-world problems, cycling
through a process of observation, ideation, prototyping and reflection that ultimately leads to design solutions. It is a
methodology for teaching and learning
that is accessible to students as young
as kindergarten and a process that can
easily be integrated into any subject area
or unit of study in General Studies or Ju-

daic Studies. Because Design Thinking
is built on a foundation of empathy, service, and leadership it aligns perfectly
with our mission to create “intellectually curious learners, critical thinkers,
and socially responsible community
leaders.”
Over the last few months, our Science Distinction club has piloted Design
Thinking. Students investigated and
researched community problems. With
fresh eyes and a different perspective,
they designed and prototyped a solution to a local problem. They practiced
collaboration and communication skills,
learned how to offer and receive constructive feedback and presented their
design to an audience beyond the school.
The students were so excited about
the project they worked during lunch
and recess to complete it. Their passion,
focus and maturity throughout the process embodied everything that is special
and unique about Bornblum. Their experience has shown us the possibilities
that can come from integrating Design
Thinking at our school. It is a process
that is for the tech wiz and the engineer,
the creator and the writer, the public
speaker and the planner. With Design
Thinking there is something for everyone.
We are excited to announce that
through a generous gift from the Herbert

Shainberg Foundation we will be transforming our current computer lab into a
Design Lab. The Design Lab will be a
flexible, purpose-built place where student-driven projects will come to life. It
will be a place where we bring the future
to our students in a way that allows them
to imagine and create a better world.
Schools across the country have been
doing Design Thinking in design labs and
innovation centers but not here in Memphis. While some schools have STEM or
STEAM labs or maker spaces, we will be
the first school in the area to offer a comprehensive Design Thinking Lab to our
students. Our lab will be outfitted with
3D printers, laser cutters, desktop design
stations, sewing machines, engineering
kits and an audio/visual studio. It will
also be full of all the tools our students
need to collaborate – flexible seating,
whiteboards, drawing boards and consumable supplies to prototype and test
projects. This is an exciting time to be a
part of the Bornblum community, and we
are thrilled to create this unique environment for our students and teachers. It is
our hope that the integration of Design
Thinking will foster creativity and innovation in science, math, engineering, Judaic studies, humanities, arts, music and
more. We are confident it will allow us to
continue to grow and flourish as a centerpiece of Jewish Memphis. HW

It has been an incredibly eventful couple of weeks at MHA-FYOS
In the days leading up to Lag B’Omer,
students learned about Rabbi Akiva
and Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. Several of the classes in grades 1-8 had a
Lag B’Omer activity with Kollel Torah
Mitzion where they watched an informative video, sang songs and roasted
marshmallows.
On the morning of Lag B’Omer, students in grades 1-8 enjoyed a petting

zoo and inflatables to celebrate! CYHSB students took a trip complete with
a multi-course lunch and a field day.
Students in the GMSG started their
day with a Parsha class with Rabbi
Akiva Males then headed out to Shelby Farms. At Shelby Farms they had a
“Painting in the Park” class with talented 10th grader Natalie Mashinsky. They
also enjoyed a catered lunch and various

other activities throughout the day.
On Tues., May 4, the school held its
annual Science Expo on Zoom. Students
in grades 1-8 prepared interactive and
thoughtful representations of what they
had been learning in class. The children
conducted experimentations on a range
of different topics including darkness

and light, conducting electricity and creating simulated volcanic eruptions.
Over the next few weeks, MHAFYOS will celebrate a Hachnasat Sefer
Torah (welcoming a Torah scroll to
its new home), kindergarten and 12th
grade graduations, and eighth grade advancement. HW
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Hardaway, Tigers honored by Shelby County Board of Commissioners
MEMPHIS, Tenn. – The Memphis
Tigers men’s basketball team and head
coach Penny Hardaway received a proclamation from the Shelby County Board
of Commissioners last Monday afternoon recognizing this season’s National
Invitation Tournament championship.
Hardaway received a key to the county, and the team was the subject of a
resolution at the start of the commission

Ryan Silverfield, Brady White named
TSWA Coach and Player of the Year

session celebrating its success in an unprecedented season.
“Thank you for this huge honor,”
Hardaway said at the meeting. “Everyone who knows me knows that I’m
proud of this city, and I’m proud to be
from this city. Ever since I retired from
basketball, I have tried to do everything
in my power to better this city.
“I’m proud to be the head coach
at the University of Memphis, and to
bring a championship back to this town
is nothing but a joy for me. I’m going
to continue to push forward and try to

bring us a National Championship, and
I’m honored to be here today as a proud
Memphian.”
The Tigers won the 2021 NIT championship and finished the 2020-21 season
with a 20-8 record. The 20-win season
was Memphis’ fourth in a row, including
all three seasons under Hardaway. The Tigers are one of just 14 schools with fourstraight 20-win seasons to their credit.
Hardaway has won 63 games in three
seasons as Tigers head coach, which is
the third-most among 50 head coaches
hired before the 2018-19 season. HW

We want to publish stories about local Memphis.
Please send your ideas to info@hebrewwatchman.com

Ryan Silverfield
Credit: courtesy of
University of Memphis
MEMPHIS, Tenn. – Memphis head
coach Ryan Silverfield and former quarterback Brady White have been named
the Tennessee Sports Writers Association Coach and Player of the Year, the
TSWA announced Friday.
Silverfield set a program record for
winning percentage by a first-year head
coach at Memphis as he led the Tigers
to an 8-3 record in 2020. Memphis also
set school records for the longest home
winning streak, which currently sits at
15 games and ranks No. 5 in the FBS,
and the largest comeback after rallying
from a 21-point deficit to defeat UCF
50-49 on Oct. 17.
Due to injuries, roster turnover and
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Tigers reached eight wins despite
having just 53 scholarship players available in their final games of the season,
well below the 85-scholarship limit
at the FBS level. With a 25-10 victory
over Florida Atlantic in the Montgomery Bowl last December, the Tigers won
their first bowl game since 2014 as they
snapped a five-game bowl losing streak.

White concluded his collegiate career in 2020 as the Tigers’ career record
holder in wins as a starting quarterback
(28), passing yards (10,690) and passing touchdowns (90). He ranked No. 5
nationally in passing touchdowns (31)
and No. 6 nationally in passing yards
(3,380) during his final season.
The MVP of the Montgomery Bowl,
White also finished his career 73rd on
the career FBS passing yards list, surpassing college football greats Marcus
Mariota, Matt Leinart, Danny Wuerffel and Ben Roethlisberger in his final
game.
In January, White was named the winner of the 31st William V. Campbell Trophy. The award, commonly known as
the Academic Heisman, is presented to
the college football player with the best
combination of academics, community
service and on-field performance. White
was also a First-Team Senior CLASS
Award All-American, one of nine semifinalists for the Wuerffel Trophy and a
top 15 candidate for the Johnny Unitas
Golden Arm Award. HW
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6060 Poplar Avenue Suite 140
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Obituaries
Myrna Bonfield Abis

Myrna Abis passed away peacefully
at Baptist Memorial Hospital East surrounded by her family and caretakers
on Sat., April 24. Born Feb. 15, 1935,
to Dora Feinberg Bonfield and Barney
Bonfield in Birmingham, Ala. She was
preceded in death by her husband of 60
years, Alan Abis. Myrna was also preceded in death by her brother, Bobby
(Barbara) Bonfield and nephew Barney Bonfield. On Alan’s side of the
family, she was predeceased by Sonia
Faye, Shelley Hunter and Lorraine Wilson. She is survived by three children:
Barney (Caren) Abis, Annie Abis Dragutsky and JoJo Abis Weiss (David
Goodwin). Nana or Nanny as she was
lovingly called, was blessed with seven
grandchildren; Jason (Katherine) Abis,
Andrew (Carolina) Abis, Matthew Abis,
Demi (David) Yaffe, Sophie Weiss, Alyssa (Eric) Wilson, Brian (Erin) Dragutsky; and six great grandchildren. Her
family meant everything to her. Myrna’s last words were the names of her
great-grandchildren. A private service
was held at Temple Israel Cemetery on
Mon., April 26. In lieu of flowers, the
family asks donations be made to the
Temple Israel Rabbi’s discretionary
fund or to Madonna Learning Center.

Arnold Morris Weiss

Born the only son of the late Joseph and Rebecca (Cooper) Weiss,
Arnold Morris Weiss was born on
Dec. 19, 1934. A lifelong resident of
Memphis, Tennessee, Arnold graduated from Central High School and
earned his undergraduate in 1956
and law degree in 1958 from Vanderbilt University in Nashville.
In 1958, Arnold married the love of
his life, Joan Rosenblum of Jackson,
Tenn. Married for almost 63 years, Arnold is also survived by three daughters: Cynthia (Rabbi Jordan) Parr of
Richardson, Texas; Barbara (Henry)
Kimmel of Atlanta; Dr. Susan (Dr.
Raphael) Orenstein of Chapel Hill,
North Carolina; and seven grandchildren: Rebecca Parr, Sarah (Semyon)

Arnold Edwin Perl
Arnold Edwin Perl, 81, nationally
recognized attorney and Memphis civic
leader, passed away peacefully on May
4, 2021, surrounded by a loving family
whom he cherished dearly.
Born in Beaumont, Texas, to Joseph
G. Perl and Cecil L. Berman in 1939,
Arnold adopted Memphis as his home
in 1968, and both he and the city were
better for that decision. In Memphis he
founded Young and Perl P.C., a boutique
labor law firm representing global Fortune 200 companies, including Toyota,
ITT and Bridgestone. He later finished
his career at renowned Memphis-based
law firm Glankler Brown. As a management-side labor attorney, he was sought
after for his expertise, sound judgment
and skill with people. During a legal
career that spanned almost 60 years, he
argued dozens of cases before the National Labor Relations Board, numerous
times before various federal appellate
courts and once before the United States
Supreme Court. He played an important
role in a number of precedent-setting decisions and was listed in every edition of
Best Lawyers in America for 55 years.
But Arnold never limited his activities to the legal profession. For more
than 30 years, he was a member of
the Memphis-Shelby County Airport
Authority, serving as its chair for 16
years from 1996 to 2012. During those
years, he played a critical role in Memphis International Airport’s achievement as the number one cargo hub in
the world and major passenger hub for
Northwest Airlines. He also worked
to solidify the FedEx hub in Memphis
through the land swap deal with the Air
National Guard. Among his achievements as chairman was Memphis’ only
nonstop flight to Europe and construction of the World Runway that expanded the airport’s capacity to accommodate fully loaded wide-bodied aircraft.
His successful record as a unifier and
effective project manager made him a

Starobin, Lois Kimmel, Joseph Kimmel, Georgia Kimmel, Elliot Orenstein
(Laura Buczek) and Samuel Orenstein.
A retired attorney, Arnold practiced
law for many years in downtown Memphis, specializing in bankruptcy and
foreclosure. He was a member of the
Memphis & Shelby County Bar Association, Tennessee Bar Association, American Bar Association and practiced on the
Supreme Court. Arnold was a member of
the International Society of Palm Beach
by invitation only, Round Table of Palm
Beach, Scottish Rite, NY Friars Club
sponsored by Henny Youngman and a
Mar a Lago life member. He was also a
founding member of the St. Jude galas
in Palm Beach, Fla., and on the Vanderbilt Law School Board of Advisors.
Arnold was an avid reader and loved
attending theatre and the opera. Above
all, Arnold’s most important goal was
to make Joan and his daughters happy. He and Joan are longtime members of Temple Israel of Memphis.
Services were entrusted to Canale
Funeral Home of Memphis. A private
service and interment were held at the
Temple Israel Cemetery on Sun., May 2.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Arnold’s memory to
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund of
Temple Israel of Memphis, Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab or to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

natural choice as chairman of the Public Building Authority responsible for
building the FedEx Forum. Leading
what was widely regarded as one of
the most successful public projects in
the history of the city, Arnold was critical to delivering the arena to his beloved Memphis Grizzlies on time and
on budget.
Arnold was always interested in government and politics and in Memphis
became an active behind-the-scenes
leader in GOP politics. During the early 1990s, he served as finance chair for
Shelby County and inauguration chair
for his longtime friend, Governor Don
Sundquist. He also served as a Trustee
of University of Tennessee education
system.
Beyond his civic accomplishments,
he was a committed member and leader of the Memphis Jewish community.
A member of the Temple Israel congregation for six decades, he served as its
45th president from 2006 to 2009.
Arnold was routinely featured and
quoted in newspapers and journals and
regularly relied upon by Memphis and
Tennessee state-wide elected leaders.
Although committed to his local community, he never lost sight of the larger
world and had a deep appreciation for

Nora P. Rothschild
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and interest in Japan, traveling there
many times over his life. He translated
that interest and expertise into action on
behalf of the people of the region when
he served as chairman of the Southeast-U.S. Japan Society of Tennessee.
He was awarded the Order of the Rising
Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette, the second
highest civilian decoration conferred by
the Emperor of Japan.
He tapped into wisdom acquired over
a lifetime when he authored “Simple
Solutions” along with FedEx executive
Tom Schmitt. In typical Arnold Perl
fashion, the book offered practical leadership advice and included a forward by
Fred Smith, chairman, CEO and founder of FedEx.
He earned his B.A. and law degree
from the University of Illinois. Immediately following law school, he worked
for the National Labor Relations Board
in Memphis and Washington. When his
term there was completed, he joined
McDermott, Will and Emery in Chicago. In 1968, Memphis drew him back,
and he began his lifelong commitment
to his adopted city.
In Memphis, he found his life’s love
and partner, Mary Lynn Perl, a local
Memphian. She was always by his side
in all his endeavors and critical to his
many successes. Together they raised
two daughters, Stephanie (Marks) and
Laurie (Meskin). He cherished his wife,
daughters, sons-in-law, Jonathan Marks
and Jeff Meskin; his six grandchildren
Jake, Hannah and Daniel Meskin; and
Rachel, Josh and Julia Marks, all of
whom loved him dearly. He was a devoted grandfather who had a special bond
with each of his grandchildren in a way
they will never forget. Indeed, while his
life was filled with remarkable accomplishments, he often said that his family
was his greatest legacy.
The family requests that memorials
be made to Temple Israel at timemphis.
org or Memphis Jewish Federation at
jcpmemphis.org or MD Anderson Cancer Center at mdanderson.org.
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Nora P. Rothschild passed away peacefully on May 2, 2021, in Memphis,
Tenn. Nora was born on March 1, 1927,
in Leipzig, Germany. She emigrated to
Memphis in 1937 to escape the Holocaust
and graduated from Central High School.
Nora is predeceased by her husband,
Stanley, daughter Debbie, son-in-law
Larry, and granddaughter Emmy. She is
survived by her daughter, Linda Gornek
(Mike), granddaughters Millie Winner
and Sonny Peca and two great-grandchildren.
She was past president of Memphis
Hadassah, co-president of Solon Circle
and a volunteer tutor at White Station
Elementary School. She will be laid to
rest at Temple Israel Cemetery in a private ceremony. Please send any donations to Hadassah.
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OPINIONS
Editor’s note: We want YOUR opinion. As a locally owned newspaper, we do not have the resources to personally report on national, international or
Israeli news. Therefore, we rely on paid news sources such as the Jewish Telegraph Agency (JTA) and Jewish News Syndicate (JNS).
Guideline for submission: Only letters with fewer than 150 words and take as their starting point an article or other item appearing in The Hebrew
Watchman will be considered. The writer must include their full name, home address, email address and telephone numbers, including a daytime
telephone number; anonymous letters and letters written under pseudonyms will not be considered. Send to info@HebrewWatchman.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Shame on you for publishing the letter by Anonymous last week [April 29,
2021]. It is unfortunate that you chose
to use an anonymous letter to the editor
to illustrate a lack of bias. Herman and
Bobbie Goldberger have been publishing a newsworthy and unbiased paper
for over 50 years. There are no two people more dedicated to the community or
more fair minded. The Memphis Jewish
community owes them a debt of gratitude for their unwavering commitment
to honorable journalism.
Thank you,
Patti Weiss

May 1, 2021
Kudos to The Hebrew Watchman
for the transformation to a greatly improved weekly newspaper that is modern, inviting, more comprehensive in
scope, and easier to read. Particularly,
we applaud the Watchman for presenting news from a wider array of sources
and perspectives. While some may consider competing viewpoints divisive,
the opposite is true. Members of our
community may be united in support of
some societal and Jewish issues, while

differing on others. We should not be
offended by writers who challenge our
positions. Readers are free to read, or
not, what they choose. Opposing viewpoints force us to examine our own
positions and create healthy dialogue.
This is a hallmark of a free society, a
stronger Jewish community, and something to celebrate, regardless of one’s
politics.
Wendy and Cary Rotter
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Jared Kushner, son-in-law and former senior adviser to U.S. President
Donald Trump.
Credit: Alexandros Michailidis/Shutterstock.

Jared Kushner launches peace
institute to advance Abraham
Accords
By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) – Jared Kushner has launched
an institute to promote his major accomplishment when he advised his father-in-law, former President Donald
Trump: the normalization agreements
between Israel and a number of Sunni
Arab countries.
Kushner founded the Abraham Accords Institute for Peace with Avi Berkowitz, a friend who Kushner brought
in to be the chief Middle East peace
negotiator in the latter part of his fatherin-law’s single presidential term, Axios
reported last Wednesday.
Berkowitz helped broker the accords
last year that brought normalization
agreements between Israel and Sudan,
Morocco, the United Arab Emirates,
and Bahrain.
The institute will promote trade, tourism, and people-to-people exchanges
between Israel and the Arab countries.
The other founders include Haim Saban, an Israeli American entertainment
mogul who also is a major donor to the
Democratic Party. Axios said that Kushner wants to bring more Democrats on
board. The Abraham Accords is one of
the few diplomatic initiatives launched
by Trump that President Joe Biden has
fully embraced.
Kushner has laid low since his father-in-law left office and has not pro-

nounced on the false claims Trump
peddles that Joe Biden’s election was
fraudulent. Kushner, who led Trump’s
2016 and 2020 campaigns, is reportedly
no longer among his father-in-law’s political advisers.
The other founders of the institute
include Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi
Ashkenazi and the ambassadors of Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates to
Washington. Rob Greenway, the senior
Middle East official on Trump’s National Security Council, will be the executive director. HW
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Memphis donors to be
Outdoor ice cream party
honored at May 25 virtual to highlight Shavuot at
Life & Legacy event
Chabad
Over 300 Memphis legacy donors are
among the 18,000 who will be honored
at the first Legacy Donor Appreciation
Event sponsored by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation’s (HGF) LIFE &
LEGACY® initiative. The event, to be
held virtually on May 25, at 6:30 p.m.,
will celebrate each of the donors from
LIFE & LEGACY’s 71 partner communities who are securing the Jewish future through their legacy giving.
The evening will feature the stories
of donors from across North America
who have made legacy commitments as
well as greetings and reflections from
Harold Grinspoon, founder of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and Winnie
Sandler Grinspoon, the Foundation’s
president. Jonah Kaplan, an award-winning political and investigative reporter
at WTVD, the ABC-owned station in
Raleigh-Durham, N.C., will serve as the
evening’s host.
There is no charge for the 45-minute
event.
“Through LIFE & LEGACY, we are
sustaining vibrant communities so future generations will be able to enjoy
our rich Jewish culture and heritage,”

said Harold Grinspoon. “I am thrilled to
have the opportunity to honor all those
who have made a legacy commitment to
date, and to encourage others to join us
in this endeavor.”
Over the last six years, Memphis donors have made commitments to the Jewish Foundation of Memphis’ nine partner
agencies: ASBEE, Baron Hirsch, Beth
Sholom, Bornblum Jewish Community
School, Fogelman Jewish Family Service,
Memphis Jewish Community Center,
Memphis Jewish Federation, Memphis
Jewish Home & Rehab and Temple Israel.
“We are excited to celebrate our legacy donors here in Memphis, along with
the legacy donors from the other Jewish
communities in the LIFE & LEGACY
network,” said Sarah VanderWalde, the
Jewish Foundation’s Life & Legacy coordinator.
Donors can register for the event at
https://www.jcpmemphis.org/foundation-events.
If you have not yet had a chance to
make your legacy commitment and would
like to participate in the May 25 event,
please contact Sarah VanderWalde at sarah.vanderwalde@jcpmemphis.org. HW

NY Jewish federation sending
$200K in COVID relief to India
By Andrew Silow-Carroll

(JTA) – UJA-Federation of New York
announced $200,000 in grants to four
organizations working on COVID relief
efforts in India.
The grants are focused on providing
equipment and relief in hard-to-reach
and especially vulnerable communities
in the country, where a second wave of
infections has overwhelmed hospitals
and crematoria.
The funding will include a $60,000
grant to the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee for a partnership

with the Israeli government to provide
Israeli-made ventilators to hospitals,
UJA said in a statement.
The remainder will enable the NGOs
Afya, IsraAID and Gabriel Project
Mumbai to procure medical equipment
and food packages and help establish
a new vaccination center in Mumbai’s
Kalwa slum.
“It’s heartbreaking to see the scenes
from India today, and we hope our aid
will spur others to join the relief effort,”
Eric Goldstein, CEO of UJA-Federation
of New York, said in a statement. HW

Chabad of Tennessee will hold an
outdoor “Shavuot Ice Cream Party” on
the first day of Shavuot Mon., May 17,
at the Chabad Center for Jewish Life at
2570 Kirby Parkway at 5 p.m.
“Here’s the scoop,” said Rabbi Levi
Klein, “When the Jews stood at the
foot of Mount Sinai 3333 years ago and
received the Torah from G-d, together we proclaimed, ‘we will do and we
will listen.’ Each year on the holiday of
Shavuot, this historic event is relived as
we commit ourselves anew to observing
the Torah.
“Therefore,” Rabbi Klein continued,
“the mitzvah (commandment) of the
day on Shavuot is to hear the reading of
the Ten Commandments from a Torah
scroll. Since it is also customary to eat
dairy foods on Shavuot, Chabad will be
having its annual “Shavuot Ice Cream

Party and Dairy Buffet” complete with
an ice cream bar, cheesecake, blintzes,
lasagna and more.”
“Adults and children are welcome,”
said Mrs. Rivky Klein, co-director of
Chabad, “and there will be a special activity for the kids.”
Rabbi Klein explained, “The Torah was
given at daybreak. Our tradition relates
that the Jewish people did not rise early to
be prepared for that revelation, and that it
was necessary for G-d Himself to awaken
them. To compensate for their behavior,
it is customary to stay up the first night
of Shavuot studying Torah. This custom
is called ‘Tikun Lail Shavuot.’”
On Sun., May 16, Chabad will host
a Tikun Lail Shavuot – Learning Night
with the Rabbi from 10:30 p.m. to midnight at the Chabad Center, 2570 Kirby
Parkway. HW

JCRS needs-based
college scholarships now
available
Deadline to apply is
May 31, 2021

Jewish Children’s Regional Service
(JCRS) is now accepting college aid
applications for new and matriculating
undergraduate Jewish students. The
deadline to apply is May 31, 2021. Applications received after the deadline
will be considered, but will not be given the priority of those received by the
deadline. Apply on the website: https://
jcrs.org/services/college-aid/.
Through generous grants and no-interest loans, JCRS College Aid helps
Jewish students facing financial challenges get one step closer to a cap and
gown – and therefore one step closer to
financial stability and self-sufficiency.
JCRS provides scholarships for college or vocational training in the form
of grants and/or no-interest loans based
on financial need. Many of the college
students who receive aid from JCRS are
from very low-income families. Each
year our program funds approximately

125-150 students with an average award
of about $2,500. Typically, freshman
and sophomores are eligible for grants
for the academic year. Juniors and seniors generally are eligible for a combination of grants and no-interest loans.
About 85% of all aid distributed are
grants and the remainder are no-interest
loans.
Since the 1860s, JCRS has been helping Jewish youth from across the MidSouth. In calendar year 2020, JCRS
programs and services impacted over
1800 Jewish youth through needs-based
scholarships for college aid, Jewish
overnight camp and special needs, as
well as for PJ Library subscriptions and
Hanukkah Gift Program. JCRS annually supports more than 50 Jewish youth
from Memphis through its various programs and outreach services.
For more information on JCRS and
how you can support its unique and important work with vulnerable of Jewish
youth, call 800.729.5277, or visit the
website at www.jcrs.org. HW

Largest Selection
of Kosher Wines
See Us for New Brands
and All Styles of Kosher Wines From
Argentina, France, Australia, Chile, Italy
and Israel

CASE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE
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6150 Poplar Avenue at Shady Grove (in Regalia)
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Red Cross
Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience set to open in New Orleans in need of
donations
the civil-rights movement.
“We are excited to announce an opening date after a pause as a result of the
pandemic,” said museum chair Jay
Tanenbaum. “Jews in the South formed
bonds of deep friendship and community-building with their non-Jewish neighbors. These stories show how people of

Multimedia exhibits
illustrate how Jewish
immigrants and
succeeding generations
adapted to life in the
American South.
Flowers Brothers Store, Lexington, MS, c. 1900s. From the Flowers Family
Collection. Donated by Beth Lebow.
Credit: Courtesy of the Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience.
(JNS) – Officials with the Museum of
the Southern Jewish Experience in New
Orleans announced that the new attraction will open to the public on May 27.
Originally slated to roll out its exhibits in February 2020, it was delayed due
to the outbreak of the coronavirus.

Exhibits will explore the many ways
Jews in the American South influenced
and were influenced by the distinct cultural heritage of their communities. The
museum covers 13 states and more than
300 years of history, including colonial
times, the Civil War, World War II and

different backgrounds come together to
create the American experience. This
can be a bridge to a better understanding
and future for all of us.”
Multimedia exhibits illustrate how
Jewish immigrants and succeeding generations adapted to life in the American
South. The museum also addresses issues of race and anti-Semitism, as well
as ways that Southern Jews navigated
them. HW

Over the last few weeks, American
Red Cross has seen a drop of 11% in
donor turnout compared to the average
donor turnout since the start of the pandemic. This trend is concerning because
this downturn in blood donors comes at
a time when the Red Cross continues to
see strong demand for blood products
by hospitals as they work to reschedule
elective surgeries in parts of the country
and resume clinical care that was postponed due to the pandemic.
The concern is that the decline in
blood donor turnout could be a signal of
greater collections challenges that could
have implications for patients in need of
blood transfusions in the future.
For this reason, the American Red
Cross of Tennessee is reminding the
public that even as we move out of
this devastating phase on the pandemic, blood donations remain essential to
the health of our communities and to
schedule an appointment to give today
using the Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling
800-RED-CROSS. HW
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OPINIONS

I buried hundreds of old Jewish books. Inside each was a Jewish heart.
By Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky

(New York Jewish Week via JTA) – A
long-awaited construction project at our
Manhattan synagogue, Ansche Chesed,
is about to begin. Off in the distance we
can glimpse our expanded lobby with
improved safety and disability access,
our renewed social hall and our comfortable and professional offices.
Before we can build, we must demolish. For a century-old building with
poor storage space, that means clearing
out crannies stuffed with all sorts of
oddities. (Our favorite find: a 1907 letter from the wife of the treasurer, whose
numbers apparently were not adding up.
She implored the board to leave her husband alone already, that he was out of
town, finally attending to his own business and not the shul’s affairs, and that
he would explain everything when he
returned to New York.)
Our biggest clearance job had to do
with religious books. Jewish norms forbid tossing sacred writings into the trash.
A worn Torah scroll should be buried
with a sainted person. A text containing
one of the principal names of God must
not be destroyed, and even without divine
names, sacred texts deserve burial in a
dedicated “hiding chamber,” or genizah.
Ansche Chesed had an abundance of
material needing genizah. Many were papers that our members dropped off for us
to dispose of for them, like photocopied
pages they used to prepare Torah readings, or learning materials from study
sessions and Hebrew school lessons.
Others were holy books that people
placed in our library, including some
old prayer books and Bibles, some inherited from long-dead grandparents,
some printed in Europe, some with Yiddish translation. (I know, I know: You’re
thinking that these might be valuable.

In fact, they were mass produced and
are not at all rare. Besides, cheap paper
from around 1900 literally crumbles in
your hand.) Our shelves held volumes
from rabbinical school graduates not returning to their Talmuds or day school
grads unlikely to return to their Rashis
or Mishnahs.
By far the largest share of our holy
books were the hundreds of prayer
books and Bibles that once served Ansche Chesed members well. (I know, I
know: You’re thinking that some small
synagogue somewhere would want
them. They don’t.) Some of these were
random donations to our library, but
the vast majority were purchased specifically for services, many with book
plates noting who had donated them to
our community. Some were ragged and
torn. Some were intact, just forlorn, superseded by newer editions, no longer in
demand.
So many were machzors, or High Holiday prayer books, edited by Herbert Adler, Morris Silverman, Phillip Birnbaum,
ArtScroll, Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser and
– may he be singled out for long life —
Rabbi Jules Harlow. Dozens of Haggadot, some nicely bound, some Xeroxed
and stapled, some edited by the revered
Rabbi Maxwell House. Then there were
the various Bibles: editions by Soncino
and J.H. Hertz, Koren and the Israeli
government, and many others.
In February, in the snow, I brought
more than 60 cartons of these sacred
texts to the Ansche Chesed plot in the
Riverside Cemetery in Saddle River,
N.J. The staff had dug a burial place for
our books the size of three full graves.
The workers asked me, respectfully,
what Jewish law demanded this be done
in the dead of winter. I can appreciate

how this scene might have seemed absurd to these seven men. Burying a person is one thing, but venturing into the
snow to bury paper and glue? I apologetically explained that our construction
schedule, not the Torah, demanded we
do this in February.
But I don’t think I could have explained adequately my emotions as
they laid these heavy boxes in the cold
ground. I tried to summon in my mind
the hands that held these texts, the eyes
that read their print, the lips that said
these words aloud.
The Harlow Machzor was first published in 1972, the Bokser in 1959 and
the Silverman in 1939. (Ansche Chesed
has been using “Lev Shalem,” the Rabbinical Assembly machzor, since 2009.)
As we laid down those cartons, I tried
to imagine how many individual prayers
each copy of each book had stimulated.
How many Jews held that very copy of
that book, now lying in the earth, as they
said on Rosh HaShanah: How many
will pass away? How many will be
born? … Charity, prayer and repentance
soften the bitter decree … Human life
begins in dust and ends in dust. It is like
a broken pot, a faded flower, a passing
breeze, a vanishing dream.
How many people held that very copy
of that book on Yom Kippur as they recited Yizkor: May God recall the souls
of my mother and teacher, my father
and teacher, as I pledge charity in their
memory? How many confessed their
failings: ashamnu, bagadnu, gazalnu?
How many held that very book when
the fast ended and they proclaimed next
year in Jerusalem?
How many children recited “Four
Questions” from these very Haggadot?
How many people followed the Torah
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readings from these very Bibles: the
days of creation, the 10 Commandments, Lech Lecha, the Song of the Sea?
How many sang Hallel on holidays from
these pages?
In that large grave lay holy books from
which parents read Shema Israel on the
days that their children were called to
the Torah as bnei mitzvah. And here lay
books that people used when they said
Kaddish, after their loved ones died.
As the workmen lowered the boxes into the earth, I tried to express my
gratitude to the sacred paper and glue, to
wish them farewell, by doing what Jews
do at funerals: reciting psalms.
Blessed is God who has not taken
away from me my human prayer, nor
divine love. [Psalms 66.20]
I am my prayer to You Lord, coming
before You at the right moment; God, in
Your abundant love, respond with Your
sure deliverance. [Psalms 69.14]
Blessed are You, God; teach me Your
laws. [Psalms 119.12]
Your laws have been songs to me,
wherever I dwelt. [Psalms 119.54]
Were not Your teaching my delight,
I would have perished in my affliction.
[Psalms 119.92]
Here I grow mystical (not a big stretch
for me). I sense that these books have a
spirit. I sense that over these many years
these pages absorbed the prayers, tears,
fears, sorrows and joys of the Jews who
used them.
Yes, they were paper and glue. And
they became vessels for Jewish experiences, carrying Jewish hearts.
The views and opinions expressed in
this article are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA
or its parent company, 70 Faces Media.
HW

