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After 11 days of hostilities, Israel and
Hamas agree to ceasefire

Israel Defense Forces Artillery Corps seen firing into the Gaza Strip in
response to more than 4,000 rockets launched towards the Jewish state
in the past two weeks, May 19, 2021.
Credit: Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90.
(JNS) – Israel and Hamas, the Palestinian terrorist group that runs the Gaza
Strip, have agreed to a ceasefire after 11
days of hostilities.
According to a statement from the
Israeli Prime Minister’s Office, the security cabinet “unanimously accepted
the recommendation of all of the security officials, the Israel Defense Forces
Chief of Staff, the head of the ISA, the
head of the Mossad and the head of the
National Security Council to accept the
Egyptian initiative for a mutual ceasefire without pre-conditions” to take effect “at a time to be determined.”
It added that “the political leadership

By Susan C. Nieman

Rockets were still flying across Israeli
skies while about 200 Memphians gathered on Wed., May 19 for a Solidarity
Gathering – a rally to Stand with Israel.
Organized by Memphis Jewish Federation (Federation) and held at the
Memphis Jewish Community Center’s
outdoor pavilion, Memphis rabbis, organizational representatives and Federation leadership made remarks and led
prayers for the support of Israel.
Federation president Cindy Finestone
and Jewish Community Partners President and CEO Laura Linder opened the
program and introduced the presenters.
Carly Abramson of Temple Israel began
the program singing “Hinei MaTov.”
The program included remarks and
prayers by Rabbi Binyamin Lehrfield of
Baron Hirsch Congregation, Rabbi Sarit Horwitz of Beth Sholom Synagogue,
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein of Anshei Sphard

emphasizes that it is the reality on the
ground that will determine the future of
the operation.”
Israeli security officials reportedly
told cabinet ministers that Hamas’s military capabilities had been badly damaged, including drones, anti-tank units,
tunnels and operations on the ground
for intelligence-gathering and electronic
warfare, reported Axios. While Hamas
still has a stockpile of rockets capable
of reaching Tel Aviv, its launchers were
damaged as well.
A Hamas official based in Qatar confirmed the ceasefire to The New York
Times, saying that it would begin at 2

a.m. local time on Friday.
Hamas claims that had commitments
been made about certain Israeli policies
in Jerusalem, such as policing at the
Al-Aqsa mosque and a longtime property dispute concerning the eastern Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah;
however, Israeli officials have denied
this outright and affirmed that the ceasefire was unconditional.
More than 4,000 rockets have been
fired on Israel from Gaza since May 10,
which have killed 12 people in Israel,
mostly civilians, and 227 people in Gaza,
a number of them terrorist operatives.
Israel’s aerial and artillery campaign
focused on targeting Hamas’s extensive
terror network, including tunnels for
moving fighters and munitions. Israel
has also sought to target the organization’s leadership and fighters.
Diplomats from Egypt, Qatar and the
United Nations mediated between both
sides during the conflict. The United
States also played a significant role behind the scenes.
On Wed., [May 19,] U.S. President
Joe Biden urged Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to significantly
de-escalate the conflict. He also dispatched U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary for Israel and Palestinian Affairs
Hady Amr to the region to meet with
Israeli and Palestinian officials.
The United States also considers
Hamas to be a Foreign Terrorist Organization and therefore shares no diplomatic ties. HW

VOL. 99, NO. 37

Sanders initiates
legislation to
block arms sales
to Israel

Bernie Sanders
(JNS) – Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.)
proposed legislation last Thursday to
block the sale of $735 million in arms
to Israel, one day after a similar resolution was introduced in the U.S. House of
Representatives.
“At a moment when U.S.-made
bombs are devastating Gaza, and killing
women and children, we cannot simply
let another huge arms sale go through
without even a congressional debate,”
said Sanders, according to Reuters.
The former Democratic presidential
candidate said Americans need to take
a “hard look” at whether such weapons
sales fuel the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.), Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) and
Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) were among
those who introduced the resolution last
Wednesday to block the aid.
“At a time when so many, including
[U.S.] President [Joe] Biden, support a
ceasefire, we should not be sending ‘direct
attack’ weaponry to [Israeli] Prime Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu to prolong this
violence,” Ocasio-Cortez said in a statement announcing the resolution. HW

Memphis Stands with Israel

Memphis rabbis and community leaders made remarks and led the group
in prayers and songs.			
Credit: The Hebrew Watchman©
Beth El Emeth Congregation, Rabbi
Akiva Males of Young Israel, Rabbi
Jeremy Simons of Temple Israel and
Rabbi Levi Klein of Chabad of Tennessee. Leading prayers, songs and Psalms

were Michal Almalem, Rabbi Yisrael
Wende, Scott Notowich and Rabbi Abe
Schacter-Gample.
Voices rose in song and solidarity
throughout the evening as Israeli flags

held by supporters of all ages waved
softly in the gentle wind.
“I am filled with so much pride and
gratitude right now,” began Rabbi Lehrfield. (edited for brevity) “So much
pride to see how many of our community have come out today to support Israel. How all our synagogues and partner institutions continue to stand up and
support Israel...
“We have so much to be thankful for,
living in a community like this that supports Israel, the fact that we have a State
that can defend the Jewish people,” the
rabbi continued. “Tonight, we have
gathered to show our support for Israel.
Tonight, we are united for peace with
Israel. United with Israel who is fighting for the safety of both Israelis and
Palestinians as Hamas shoots rockets at

(see Israel page 2)
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More than 200 Memphians gathered in solidarity for a rally to stand with
Israel at the MJCC pavilion on Wed., May 19.
					
Credit: The Hebrew Watchman©
civilians. We are united with the most
moral army in the world. Tzvah Hagana
LiYisrael, the IDF puts their lives on the
line to shield innocent Israeli civilians.
But the Hamas terrorists show their
cowardice by putting civilians as shields
to protect them. What a difference. We
condemn this evil and support Israel’s
right to defend herself……”
“So, we stand together against this
violence, we stand with Israel and its
right to defend herself and we scream
out Liman Tzion Lo Echesheh, ULiman
Yerushalaim Lo Eshkot, we scream out
for Israel and Jerusalem and our brothers and sisters, and we pray that G-d bestows peace and keeps our people safe,
such that that our people should live on
and prosper in safety and security and
that Am Yisrael Chai.”
Rabbi Jeremy Simons quoted the
psalmists. “We often translate these
words as ‘pray for the peace of Jerusalem.’ We pray when times are tough,
we pray with the hope that G-d can do
whatever it is that we feel we cannot.
Even if you can’t do anything, you can
pray. The instruction ‘Sha’alu Shalom’
doesn’t actually mean pray for peace, it
means ask for peace. We must [also ask]
ourselves: ask what needs to happen for
Jerusalem to have a chance of a sustainable and equitable peace.
“It is a question that has no easy answer,” he continued. “Yes, there will be a
ceasefire and G-d-willing soon. But may

we not mistake the cessation of rockets
for the ‘sustainable and equitable peace’
all those who call Israel home deserve.
We can ask G-d that the violence stops.
But we must also ask ourselves, once it
does, what can be done so that it never
returns.”
Before concluding the program with
the singing of the Israeli national anthem, “Hatikva,” Rabbi Klein made
these remarks (edited for brevity).
“Our hearts and minds are with our
brothers and sisters in Israel,” said Rabbi Levi Klein. “Our extended Jewish
family is under fire. Is there anything
we can do being hundreds or thousands
of miles away? Our very being cries
out: How can we help? And the answer
is: Yes, there is something we can do.
The Torah tells us regarding the Land
of Israel: ‘Eretz Asher Einei Hashem
Elokecha Bah,’ ‘The eyes of Hashem
you Lord are constantly on the land and
protecting it and its people.’ We have
seen great miracles and will continue to
see great miracles. And each and every
one of us can do something to help.
“We can do a mitzvah – a good deed
to add to that spiritual security of Israel,” Rabbi Klein continued. “A mitzvah,
a G-dly deed, has the power to add spiritual Light to this world during this dark
time. A positive deed on our part can
help bring peace and goodness to this
troubled world. So, whether you decide
to say a daily psalm, give charity daily,

Memphis Jewish Federation board members Scott Vogel, Steve Libby and
Cindy Finestone. 		
Credit: The Hebrew Watchman©
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Memphis Candlelighting Time
Erev Shabbat, Fri. May 28, 2021 / 17 Sivan, 5781 ............................7:48 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. may 29 / 18 Sivan, 5781 ........................................... 8:51 p.m.
Weekly Torah Portion: Behaalotecha

light Shabbat candles, put on Tefillin,
assist an elderly person or just check
on a neighbor. Our mitzvahs, no matter
how small they may seem, perpetuate
the legacies of those who have fallen,
and ensure the continued safety of our
brothers and sisters under attack....”
Reflecting on the Wednesday evening program, Cindy Finestone said:
“Memphis Jewish Federation has many
roles in the community, but one important role is that of a convenor. We
have convened our community in good

SOLD

CRYE-LEIKE.COM

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
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Payable in Advance

901-260-4780

I Am Your
Real Estate Man!
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times, challenging and tough times. In
Memphis we have a diverse community, and although we have various views
on issues, last night we came to stand
together in solidarity as one community, one people, all united in our love
and commitment to the State of Israel
and her people. We hope that through
the words of our rabbi’s and leaders in
the community that there was a greater
understanding of the situation going on
in Israel and its impact on all the citizens of Israel.”
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein said, “Let us
pray for a day when mosques will no
longer be used to incite violence or to
stockpile weapons. Let us pray for a
day when Jews and Arabs can live side
by side in peaceful coexistence. Let us
hope for a day when it will be understood by all that Jews like everyone else
have a right to defend ourselves and to
live on our land.”
“We are proud to have convened our
community to stand in solidarity with
our beloved and beleaguered Israel,”
said Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein, executive vice president, Memphis Jewish Federation and chief impact officer
of Jewish Community Partners. “The
prayers and inspiring messages from
our congregational rabbis, moving
songs and music, and presence and energy of Jewish Memphians of all ages
and denominations, together created
a beautiful and meaningful mosaic of
Jewish unity and peoplehood.” HW
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Pakistan’s foreign minister says on CNN that
Israel has ‘deep pockets’ and controls the media

Bianna Golodryga interviews Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi on CNN, May 20, 2021. 			
Credit: Screenshot

By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – Pakistan’s foreign minister
echoed a pair of antisemitic tropes on a
CNN segment discussing the Israel-Gaza violence last Thursday.
In an interview with anchor Bianna
Golodryga, who is Jewish, Shah Mahmood Qureshi first said that Israel is
losing the “the media war” in its battle
against Hamas, “despite their connections.”
Golodryga shot back, saying “What

are their connections?”
Qureshi laughed, then said “Deep
pockets.”
Golodryga pushed again, asking what
he meant, and Qureshi answered: “Well
they’re very influential people, they
control media.”
“I would call that an antisemitic remark,” Golodryga responded.
So began a testy seven-minute exchange between the two, which aired

shortly after Qureshi spoke at a United Nations Security Council session in
New York earlier in the day. CNN aired
a clip of Qureshi’s speech, in which he
said the responsibility lay with Israel to
stop the violence on its border with the
Gaza Strip. Hamas, which started the
conflict over a week ago by firing rockets into Israel, agreed to a ceasefire with
Israel hours later.
Golodryga, who was born to Jewish
parents in what is now Moldova and immigrated to the U.S. in 1980, repeatedly
brought up Qureshi’s statements about
what he called Israel’s control of the
media.
When asked to condemn antisemitism, Qureshi said “I will not justify any
rocket attacks … and I cannot condone
the aerial bombardment that is taking
place.” He described Israel’s actions
against Hamas as “genocide,” “war
crimes” and “ethnic cleansing.”
Golodryga also pushed Qureshi to
condemn China’s actions against its
Uyghur population, which some Jewish
groups have deemed a genocide. After
noting that Pakistan is a close ally of
China, Qureshi pivoted to talk about the
Indian-Pakistani ethnic clashes in the
Kashmir region. HW

Member of Palestinian security forces: ‘We will trample the heads
of settlers’
(JNS) – A member of the Palestinian
Security Forces warned Israel in a video that appeared on various Palestinian
online outlets on May 18 that it would
pay a “very steep price,” according to
a report by the Middle East Media Research Institute (MEMRI).

In the video, the member said the
Palestinian Security Forces are not the
guards of the “enemy’s” settlements, and
that any Jewish settler discovered on the
road in Judea and Samaria will be shot.
He said: “We will trample the heads
of the settlers occupying our land. Allah

willing, we will fly the banner of victory
on the minarets of Jerusalem.”
“Therefore, the settlers are prohibited
from moving on the roads of the West Bank.
Whoever violates this will be met by bullets. The time has come to face bullets with
bullets, and death with death,” he said. HW
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Popular Israeli
comedian Tom
Aharon blasts John
Oliver’s segment
on the conflict

Tom Aharon

By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – In case you missed it, British-American comedian John Oliver
unloaded on Israel in a widely viewed
segment of his weekly HBO show “Last
Week Tonight” last Sunday night.
Unsurprisingly it prompted heated
social media responses from both sides,
but it also inspired an extended answer
from a popular Israeli comedian who
modeled his own show after Oliver’s.
Tom
Aharon
hosted
“Pa’am
Be’shavu’a im Tom Aharon” (“Once
a Week with Tom Aharon”) on Israeli
TV from 2018 to 2020 and is now developing a new show. He is of Mizrahi
descent and often critical of his native
country, but he argues in a seven-minute
video that Oliver’s critique went too far.
“I would hope to someday have just
a fraction of a white man’s confidence
when I’m talking about things that happen thousands of miles from where I
live,” he says in the video posted last
Wednesday, which as of last Thursday
morning had garnered nearly 44,000
YouTube views in a day. “S***, I don’t
even have that much certainty about
things that happen in my own home.”
Aharon begins by pointing out just a
few of the many celebrities who have
come out strongly against Israel’s actions in the ongoing military conflict
with Gaza. He also shows snippets
from Oliver’s segment, including one
in which Oliver raises his voice to call
Israel “an a**hole.”
“Everyone has a right to criticize
Israel, it’s ok – I mean, the Holocaust
did just happen, but ok, if you have to,
that’s how I make my living,” he says in
response. “Some might even conclude
that we’re the bad guys – someone’s
gotta be it right? But I also believe that
simplifying a complex matter doesn’t
do justice to either side.”
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=D81jhypLzUc
Aharon then goes after the specifics
of Oliver’s arguments, including one
about the imbalance of military power
between Israel and the Palestinians.
“Does being stronger bear certain
responsibilities? Sure. But does it automatically mean you’re at fault? Of
course not. It almost sounds like you’re
mad at us for not taking more casualties,” he says.
“Claiming that imbalance is immoral
is the privilege of those who don’t need
to make the choice between their own
safety and their care for others.”
Like Oliver, whose career took off as
a correspondent on Jon Stewart’s “The
Daily Show,” Aharon became a known
comedian through appearances on Lior
Schlein’s satirical Israeli news show
“Gav HaUma” – the closest thing Israel has to a “Daily Show” equivalent.
Aharon then modeled his own show after Oliver’s HBO series, which he humorously calls “the incredibly popular
HBO show I never stole format from.”
“It pained me to see a personal hero
of mine saying something” he found
so “unfair, unjust” and “simplistic,”
Aharon added. HW
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School News

MHA-FYOS Stock Market Club

CYHSB Juniors Benjamin Siegel and Avi Klein discuss stocks.

By Benjamin Siegel

This past year has dramatically
changed our lives. We experienced
fewer social interactions, less sporting
activities and events, shortened school
days, and fewer after-school extracurricular activities. Despite all of the challenges, more people have been getting
the vaccine and our school is beginning
to open up and allow some sports and
other activities. Hopefully by next year
we will be back to a normal school
day along with basketball, shabbatons,
NCSY conventions, and more. However, I decided that I wanted a new club
in the school sooner and began to brainstorm ideas for what to start.
When I entered 11th grade, I kept
wondering what to spend my bar mitzvah money on. Possibly a new Xbox,
TV, iPhone, or even a car. But why spend
money when I could use it to make even
more money? I began getting more
and more involved in the stock market. This new hobby of mine was very
educational and a lot of fun. Why stop

there, though? I could teach my fellow
classmates how to invest as well. That is
why I decided to start a new stock market club here in the school over this past
month.
Now, the obvious problem that I’d
run into is that people wouldn’t want to
spend their relaxed lunch period learning about line charts and graphs. However, there are incentives. For starters,
there is a cash prize. I created a virtual
stock market game online that is just like
E-Trade and other trading platforms, but
instead it is with fake money. Every person begins the game with $100,000 dollars. Throughout the week and until the
next club meeting, whoever makes the
most money gets a real cash prize. All
you need to do is attend the club meeting on Fridays with a possible chance
of walking home with some cash. Aside
from playing the stock market game, I
create a presentation each week starting
with the basics in order to give strategies and advice on how to read a graph

and increase your chances of winning
the virtual game.
The first class began with an introduction to the stock market. We had a strong
turnout with 12 students. I explained
basic terms and concepts before diving
into the complexity of the stock market. At the next class, I will be teaching
the group how to look for patterns and
systems in the graph in order to predict
where the stock will go. For example,
there are stock patterns like “triangles,”
“channels and rectangles,” and “Head
and Soldiers.” After we master these
trends and find ways to recognize them,
we will be ready to invest real money in
order to achieve financial freedom at a
young age.
I plan on continuing the club until the
end of the school year and possibly into
next year. Not only is there a weekly
reward, but over the next six weeks, I
put a small percentage of money aside
for a grand winner at the end of the
year. Whichever student made the most
amount of money from the virtual game
wins a great sum of cash.
Nadav Goldkin, a member of the club,
said, “Benjamin Siegel comes prepared
every week, we have a good time and
have open discussions about the stock
market while learning a lot. On top of
that the game is so fun and I’m of course
going to win.”
Coby Goldblatt said, “The stock market club is a great learning experience
for me. I learned how to research stocks,
so I don’t lose thousands of dollars like I
did in the first week, and instead I stand
a chance of making something off the
stock market.”
The first-ever CYHSB stock market
club is off to a great start, and I hope to
see more students attend the club meetings as the weeks progress. HW
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Masa Israel Teaching
Fellows celebrates 10
years

(JNS) – Masa Israel Teaching Fellows
(MITF) celebrated its 10-year milestone
with an online ceremony for fellows,
alumni, families and organizers on May
23, featuring live video from the Israeli
cities where the program currently has
fellows.
The 10-month fellowship is one of
the longest-running and most successful programs of Masa Israel Journey.
It brings college graduates between the
ages of 21 to 35 from English-speaking
countries to teach English in schools in
Israel’s demographic and social periphery. To date, it has amassed 1,700 alumni and impacted 300,000 Israeli students while contributing 25,000 hours
to teaching.
The evening began with addresses
by MITF’s partners and speeches from
Israel’s Minister of Education Yoav
Galant and Masa Israel Journey Acting
CEO Ofer Gutman, in addition to Jewish Agency chairman Isaac Herzog. Interactive workshops were held and led
by alumni, including education-industry networking, and nonprofit and public-sector professional networking.
In addition to teaching, fellows immerse themselves in Israeli society and
become integral members of the communities in which they live and volunteer. Fellows from the program – a
partnership between Masa Israel Journey and Israel’s Ministry of Education
– have taught in 19 Israeli cities and
worked alongside 350 host teachers.
Participants have come from the United
States, Canada, the Dominican Republic
and the United Kingdom.
“Over the past decade, I have seen up
close the direct impact of the work MITF
Fellows have done, and it is nothing short
of miraculous,” said Gutman. “I have seen
how it transforms the lives of students,
how it transforms the lives of teachers, and
how it connects us all as one global Jewish
family and Masa community.” HW
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So Sababa

Psst...that’s Israeli slang for cool/awesome
Sneak Peeks: read the entire story at jewishscenemagazine.com

Watch Dog

Alfie

SMALL BUT MIGHTY

Zoe
Alfie, an almost 14-year-old
Yorkie, and Zoe, an 8-year-old
Miniature Schnauzer, are the
adorable fur babies of Leigh and
Rob Hendry. Both pups were
adopted and are the loves of their
life.

Alfie and Zoe certainly have personality. If they want something,
they make it known! They will
bark if they think it is time to get
up for the day.

Inspiring

By Holly Marks
Working out has always
been a major part of
Denise Kerlan’s life. After
recovering from an injury
that kept her away from
it for months, she was
encouraged to give Zumba a
try; Denise immediately fell
in love with the fast-paced
dance routines and the rest
is history. Find out how
Zumba changed her life and
impacted everything she
does in the April/May issue
of Jewish Scene Magazine
in mailboxes and stands, or
visit jewishscenemagazine.
com

HAPPY GO LUCKY

Both dogs go with the flow and
make perfect travel companions,
which Leigh and Rob discovered
after a last-minute trip to Chattanooga.

MOVING?

PLEASE LET US KNOW
BEFORE YOU GO!

901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com
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Hollywood Feed University presents free, online
course Separation Anxiety in Dogs
WHEN:
Thurs., June 17, 8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
Thurs., June 17,12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.
Thurs., June 17, 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
WHERE: https://hfu.hollywoodfeed.
com/live-event-page/separation-anxiety-in-dogs-dana-rebaza/
ALL AGES
Hollywood Feed University invites
you to attend an upcoming free, virtual course, “Separation Anxiety in Dogs:
How to Get Your Pet Ready for More
Alone Time.” The course is available
Thurs.,, June 17 at 8 a.m., 12 p.m., and
5 p.m. Central Time.
Many of us are heading back to the
office after working from home for
months, and that could be stressful on
the furry family members who have become accustomed to their pet parents
being around all day.
Join Dana Rebaza, one of only about
a hundred Certified Separation Anxiety
Trainers worldwide, as she explains
what separation anxiety is, potential
causes, common myths about alone
time, and how to help hyper or anxious
dogs. Dana will also give valuable tips
to pet parents on how to start preparing your pet for more alone time. Sign
up today at https://hfu.hollywoodfeed.
com/live-event-page/separation-anxiety-in-dogs-dana-rebaza/
ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR:
Dana Rebaza has spent nearly 20 years
working with a variety of domestic and
exotic animals at some of the nation’s
leading animal organizations. Dana is
a Certified Separation Anxiety Trainer,
one of roughly a hundred worldwide.
This specialized certification requires
intensive study of the treatment of separation anxiety, as well as demonstration
of extensive training and counseling
experience. Dana is a Certified Shelter
Dog Behavior Consultant through the
International Association of Animal
Behavior Consultants and a Certified

Denise Kerlan

Professional Dog Trainer through the
Certification Council for Professional
Dog Trainers.
Dana graduated with distinction from
both the Karen Pryor Academy for Animal Training & Behavior and the Victoria Stilwell Academy for Dog Training
& Behavior and also completed Michael
Shikashio’s Aggression in Dogs Master
Course. Dana graduated from Regent University with a Bachelor of Science in Organizational Leadership & Management.
In addition to doing online dog training for Peach on a Leash, Dana mentors students for the Victoria Stilwell

Dog Training Academy and previously
worked and volunteered for The Humane Society of the United States and
the ASPCA Anti-Cruelty Behavior
Team, helping rehabilitate animals rescued from abuse and neglect. Dana has
also pioneered lifesaving programs at
various shelters and rescues and previously managed regional training programs in Charlotte and Santa Fe.
Dana is a Registered Yoga Teacher
(RYT 200) and enjoys hiking with Hope
Rising, Dana’s rescue dog. Dana is fluent in Spanish and currently resides in
Santa Fe, NM. HW
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Build your portfolio on a solid foundation
Provided by Mike Stein, Wells Fargo Advisors
Asset allocation can be to investment
planning what the foundation is to a
house or the chassis is to a car. It’s what
everything else is built upon. And just
as important as constructing a house on
a firm foundation, having the right asset
allocation can be vital to helping you
work toward your financial goals.
Although the name may sound intimidating, asset allocation is just a technical term for a rather simple concept. It’s
merely how your portfolio is divided up
among different types of investments,
such as stocks, bonds, and what are
called “cash alternatives.”
How it works
Using asset allocation to build a portfolio designed to help you reach your
long-term goals requires taking three
primary factors into consideration:
Goals. These are simply what you’re
investing to achieve. For many of us, a
major goal is to enjoy a financially secure retirement. If you have younger
children or grandchildren, helping them
afford higher education without building a mountain of debt is likely another
goal. Or maybe you’d also like to make
a luxury purchase – such as buying a vacation home or dream car or taking an
exotic vacation – down the road.
Time horizon. One reason why
knowing your goals is important is because it helps determine your time horizon (how long you have until you need
to tap into your investments). If you’re
28, for example, and want to retire at 68,
your time horizon is 40 years. Simple as
that.
Risk tolerance. Your risk tolerance is
the amount of volatility in your portfolio’s value you’re comfortable with. If
you find you can’t sleep because you’re
worried about your investments – especially when there’s market volatility –
you probably need to adjust your asset
allocation to suit your risk tolerance.

Putting the pieces together
With those factors in hand, you can
begin to piece your asset allocation together. The primary building blocks, at
least to begin with, are likely to include:
Stocks. Historically, stocks have offered attractive returns, but along with
those returns, there’s also been periods
of volatility. If you’re young, you generally have a long time horizon – especially when it comes to retirement. That
may allow you to have a larger allocation to stocks because you have longer
to ride out any short-term market volatility that occurs.
Bonds. One reason investors like
bonds in a portfolio is because their
prices have historically been relatively
stable. By owning bonds, an investor’s
aim may be to help manage his or her
portfolio’s overall value when there’s
volatility in the stock market. The larger
the proportion of bonds, the more steady
the portfolio’s overall value should remain. Keep in mind, however, that
bonds’ returns have been significantly
less than stocks.
Cash alternatives. These are relatively lower-risk, lower-return investments. On the upside, they can be easily
be converted into cash when it’s needed.
On the downside, their returns may not
even keep up with inflation.
Of course, there are many other investments to consider, many with varying degrees of historical risk vs. return.
Just remember that you should intend
for each type of investment to play a
particular role, such as providing the potential for growth or income or stability,
in your overall allocation, and you need
to understand the risks involved.
Once you’ve decided on the types
of investments to include, you need to
determine how much of each is appropriate. If you’re looking to grow your
investments’ value, you’ll likely have a

What a sample allocation may
look like

larger stock allocation and a smaller one
for bonds. The result would be a portfolio with more potential volatility than
one with a larger proportion of bonds.
You should ask yourself if that’s a tradeoff you’re comfortable with.
Get help if you need it
Although asset allocation is a relatively simple concept, you can see it
has lots of “moving parts.” That’s one
reason why many investors opt to work
with a professional financial advisor.
If you decide to seek help, look for an
advisor who will first get to know you
and then help create an investment plan
that’s built around (what else?) an appropriate asset allocation.
Asset allocation cannot eliminate the
risk of fluctuating prices and uncertain
returns. HW
This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo
Advisors and provided to you by Mike Stein, Mangaing Director Investment.
Investments in securities and insurance
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2017-2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services,
LLC. All rights reserved.
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Mira Kimmelman
‘Learning from
the Holocaust’
Contest 2021

Mira Kimmelman
Mira Kimmelman challenged students to reflect upon the history of the
Holocaust and contemporary examples
of injustice for over 50 years. This contest continues her work and legacy, asking Tennessee students to create projects that reflect how the lessons of the
Holocaust are relevant to current events
and their own lives.
The winner of the high school contest
receives a prize of $750, with the first
runner up receiving $500 and the second runner up receiving $250.
The winner of the middle school contest receives a prize of $500, with the
first runner up receiving $300 and the
second runner up receiving $150. HW

Visit https://tnholcom.
org/kimmelmancontest/ for more
information and to
apply.

Non-Jewish man assaulted in Munich
and called a ‘Jewish pig’
By Cnaan Liphshiz

Changing jobs, switching
employers, or retiring?
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice.

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services,
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

(JTA) – A 44-year-old Munich man
has been arrested in the assault of a man
he called a “Jewish pig” but in fact was
not Jewish.
Also in Germany, Nazi symbols and
antisemitic rhetoric were spray-painted
on a Jewish cemetery near Frankfurt.
The assault happened last Saturday
evening outside a restaurant near the
Dom cathedral, the Sueddeutsche Zeitung reported last Thursday. The alleged
attacker punched his victim, a 33-yearold Berlin man, in the face while calling

him “Jewish pig” and “shit hipster.” The
victim sustained minor injuries.
The suspect, who has a criminal record involving assault, inserted his
fingers into the victim’s mouth after
punching him, the report said.
In the cemetery incident in Heusenstamm, swastikas, antisemitic slogans,
yellow stars and genital depictions were
painted on several headstones, OP-Online reported last Thursday. The vandalism happened sometime between last
Saturday and Monday. There are no suspects. HW
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Pro-Palestinian protesters shout
‘f***ing Zionist’ and one person is
burned in NYC altercation
By Ben Sales

(JTA) – One person was burned when
two fireworks were thrown from a car
amid an altercation with anti-Zionist
protesters in a heavily Jewish New York
City business district, according to police.
The fight last Thursday evening came
on what appeared to be the final day of
the conflict between Hamas and Israel
prior to a ceasefire that took effect overnight. Additional videos circulating on
social media appeared to show other
physical altercations between pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian demonstrators in
New York City earlier in the day.
According to the Anti-Defamation
League, there has been an increase in
antisemitism in the United States both
online and on the ground during the conflict, which has seen large pro-Israel and
pro-Palestinian demonstrations across
the country. As of last Thursday, the
ADL tallied 193 antisemitic incidents in
the week since the conflict began, compared to 131 the previous week.
The New York City altercation occurred at about the same time as a
pro-Israel demonstration in the city that
also attracted pro-Palestinian counter-

protesters. It took place in the Diamond
District, a Midtown Manhattan street
with many Jewish-owned businesses.
In two videos posted last Thursday to
Twitter, a group of men wearing the colors of the Palestinian flag can be seen
yelling “f***ing Zionist” and similar
expletives while holding a Palestinian
flag. At the beginning of one of the videos, someone appears to be lying on the
ground.
Later in the video, one of the pro-Palestinian protesters shoves a man. A
crowd of pro-Palestinian protesters
wearing scarves on their heads then
walks down the middle of the street
guided by police.
In another brief video from 47th
Street, a bang can be heard along with
a flash of light and smoke as people
scramble. The chronology of the two
videos is unclear.
The New York Police Department
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that
two commercial fireworks were thrown
from a car, and one person sustained a
minor burn. The department’s Arson Investigation Squad and a detective squad
are investigating the incident. HW
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Bar Mitzvah
Akiva Levine

Akiva Levine, son of Drs. Danielle
and Yehoshua Levine, will celebrate his
bar mitzvah on Sat., May 29 at Baron
Hirsch Congregation. Rabbi Binyamin
Lehrfield and Cantor Ricky Kampf will
officiate at the service. To mark the occasion, Akiva will read the Torah portion, chant the Haftorah and daven Mussaf, all taught to him by his father. He
will also lead afternoon Mincha services
on Shabbat. On Sun., May 30 Akiva will
host a siyum to celebrate the culmination of his learning of the mishna seder
nezikin and give a presentation on the
laws of returning a lost object.
Akiva is a 7th grade student at the
Margolin Hebrew Academy, where he
participated in robotics and chess after
school before the pandemic. He plays
tennis, loves to swim, travel, cook, and
learn Torah. Akiva was chosen to be a
Truman Scholar, a two-year program of
the Tikvah Fund, and joined B’nai Tze-

dek, the teen philanthropy program at
the Jewish Foundation of Memphis.
He is the grandson of Dr. Brenda
Kohn and Dr. Walter Molofsky of Manhattan, and Mrs. Letha and Dr. Raphael
Levine of Engelwood, New Jersey. HW
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Viewpoints expressed in letters, commentaries, cartoons and other
opinion pieces, beside letters from the editor of The Hebrew Watchman,
do not reflect those of The Hebrew Watchman. We welcome submissions
of letters and commentaries to info@hebrewwatchman.com. Please see
guidelines below for Letters to the Editor.

Guidelines for letter to the editor submissions
The Hebrew Watchman will only consider Letters to the Editor that include the writer’s full name; anonymous letters and letters written under
pseudonyms will not be considered. For verification purposes, the writer must also include their home address, email address and telephone numbers,
including a daytime telephone number.

Misinformed celebrities lean on same old tropes
By Lana Melman

(JNS) – As the violence was escalating between the Palestinians and the
Israelis these past two weeks – and
the terrible but predictable death and
destruction mounted – celebrities like
Mark Ruffalo, Mia Farrow, Viola Davis,
Roger Waters, American singer Halsey
and British pop-star Dua Lipa have taken to social media, slandering Israel and
trafficking in classic anti-Semitic tropes
about Jews.
Do these celebrities realize that they
are parroting the ridiculously false lies
about evil Jews in The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion, a fabrication Hitler used
to justify the mass murder of 6 million
Jews during World War II? Have they
heard of blood libel—the loathsome
charge that Jews wantonly take the lives
of the most innocent among us? Do they
understand how vile Nazi-inversion is –
the false accusation that the victims of
the world’s greatest genocide, the Holocaust, perpetrate the genocide of others?
Songstress Halsey casts the Israelis
as “evil white people,” when she says,
“It is not too complicated to understand
that brown children are being murdered
+ people are being displaced under the
occupation of one of the most powerful
armies in the world. It is willful ignorance to conflate these simple horrors
with religion + geopolitics.”
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is not
about skin color. Fewer than half of the
Jews in Israel are of Russian or European descent, and all Jews can trace their
lineage back to the Middle East. Halsey
is either ignorant of this fact or ignores
it. In either case, the fallacious white/
brown dichotomy plays on today’s fiery racial tensions and decidedly leans
on the anti-Semitic trope of “the evil (in
this case racist) Jew.”
Farrow posted a photo of herself with
her arm around three Gazan children

paired with an image of a war-torn building. The caption reads “Kids in Gaza,”
an unsubtle message that Israel is intentionally murdering innocent Palestinians.
Hamas fires rockets indiscriminately,
hoping to kill as many Israeli civilians
as possible. On the other hand, no country in the world does more to protect
the lives of enemy civilians than Israel,
which warns residents of pending attacks, giving them time to flee to safety. The accusation that Israel targets the
most vulnerable is simply false. It is a
blood libel.
One-third of the 4,000 rockets
launched by Hamas never make it
across the border and fall on its own
people. If Mia and friends are concerned
about the loss of innocent life in Gaza,
why don’t they ask Hamas to remove its
rocket-launchers from civilian homes,
schools and hospitals, or vacate the inhabitants when the fighting starts? Why
don’t they support building bomb shelters (well, there are shelters, but those
are filled with weapons, not people) instead of tunnels used to smuggle weapons in?
In a recent video blog, avid Israel-basher Roger Waters, former lead
singer and bass player for Pink Floyd,
refers to the pending eviction of Palestinian Israelis by their Jewish landlords
after years of nonpayment of rent as the
“genocidal removal of people from their
homes.”
Genocidal? Really? This is not just
Nazi inversion but degrades the horrendous suffering and mass murder of
millions in the Rwandan, Armenian and
Cambodian genocides.
These celebrities veil their aspersions
as criticism of Israel, but let us be frank:
When they speak about Israel, they are
not referring to the Arab citizens who
comprise 20 percent of the population;
they are talking about the Jews.

Celebrities have the power to spread
disinformation to millions of people on
social media. The top 13 celebrities on
Facebook alone have almost a billion
followers. When celebrities comment
on international events, their remarks
are reported by news publications –
most often without rebuttal – spreading
the disinformation further.
Where will this invariably lead? Pakistani actress Veena Malik made the
short hop to good ’ole fashion Jew-hatred with this quote she falsely attributed to Hitler: “I would have killed all the
Jews of the world … but I kept some to
show the world why I killed them.”
Today, micro-aggressions against any
other ethnic group are forbidden, yet
these artists openly disparage the Jewish homeland with their racist remarks.
Why do they think that is OK? Is it because thousands of years of institutional
and systemic Jew-hatred makes it feel
natural? Is it because they feel they
don’t have to worry about social or professional consequences?
Anti-Semitism is not just a Jewish
problem; it is a human problem. It is an
illiberal ideology that undermines pluralism and tolerance, and a virus that
destroys societies and souls.
Like everyone else, celebrities have a
right to express their opinion in public.
However, unlike you and me, they have a
disproportionate impact on the conversation. We need to hold them accountable.
Slanderous lies about Israel foment
discord and propagate Jew-hatred. This
should concern us all.
Lana Melman is the CEO of Liberate
Art, a 20-year veteran of the entertainment industry and a leader in the fight
against the cultural boycott of Israel.
Her book about the cultural boycott
campaign against Israel, “Artists in the
Crosshairs,” will be coming out fall
2021. HW

Jewish comedic
actor, Charles
Grodin dies

Charles Grodin and Art Garfunkel
in 2013.
Credit: Wikimedia
(JNS) – Jewish actor Charles Grodin
died of cancer at his home in Wilton,
Conn, on Tuesday, May 18. He was 86
years old.
He was “one of the funniest people I
ever met … , ” tweeted Steve Martin,
Grodin’s co-star in the 1984 comedy
“The Lonely Guy,” following the actor’s death. Albert Brooks called Grodin
“a brilliant comedy actor” in a Twitter
post, and said, “I had the wonderful experience of working with him in my first
feature ‘Real Life’ and he was amazing.
Rest In Peace, Chuck.”
Born and raised in Pittsburgh, Grodin
started his acting career with television
roles and then supporting roles in major
films, such as “Catch-22” and Roman
Polanski’s “Rosemary’s Baby.” However, he was best known for his comedic
roles, including in the “Great Muppet
Caper” and alongside Warren Beatty in
both “Heaven Can Wait” and “Ishtar.”
Grodin’s biggest box-office hit was reportedly the children’s comedy “Beethoven,” and he also appeared in the sequel.
His most well-known leading roles
were in the 1972 film “The Heartbreak
Kid,” in which he played a Jewish husband who left his new wife for a woman
he met on their honeymoon, and 1988’s
“Midnight Run,” where he starred as an
accountant chased by the mafia, FBI and a
bounty hunter, played by Robert De Niro.
Grodin was also a playwright, wrote
comedy scripts, published several memoirs and hosted “The Charles Grodin
Show” in the 1990s.
He is survived by his wife, author
Elissa Durwood Grodin, in addition to
a son, a daughter from a previous marriage and a granddaughter. HW

A close look at hospitals
Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.
By Ted Roberts
Hospitals are big cubic buildings in
which we store, file and archive poor
souls who are either sick, soon to be
sick, or soon to be beyond our therapeutic reach.
We stock the disabled there even
though we know a well-run hospital
with its germy wards is no place to stack
sickees. I ought to know because I just
escaped from one of the better ones in
the area. “Hospitals are no place for sick
folks” goes one of the oldest platitudes
of our medical society.”
And to protect the residents they’re
full of rules – 89 percent of which I, a
law-abiding citizen, was accused of

breaking. Consider that my last civic violation was that of jaywalking in the 50s.
It was the anesthesia they claimed. It
turned a sober jaywalking citizen into a
werewolf. I don’t remember any of this.
Example: the area around your recovery bed was alarmed. No bed bailing
without a nurse. Naturally, they didn’t
want you to fall on your face and mess
up a clean floor. But what if you wanted
to look out the window or whisper good
morning to that blond a few steps away.
That didn’t sound like a capital sin to
me. It did to them. And the nurse and
attendants were built to enforce these
regulations. No lightweights here. Also,
I admitted they were congregated by
the door – the heavy-weights that is –
in case we made a sudden mass dash to
freedom.
But that didn’t seem to be my sin I
was told later. According to ward gossip
I had set foot outside the bed without
pulling the cord that called the nurse.
In other words, unattended, I wandered
the ward. And there was more – so they

said. Once back in my room, again unchained, alone – I had barred the door
with some kind of medical chest. Why
would I do that? I don’t even so misbehave at home when I crave solitude.
I call it mass hysteria. The onlookers,
both patients and hospital employees,
called it anesthesia effect. (He’s the culprit, not me). Well, they ought to know.
They were sober, I wasn’t. I wonder if I
could plead temporary insanity?
Then the big day comes, VH day –
Victory in hospital – home again, home
again. You think it’s over – well think
again. Our modern health institutions
have gluey tentacles like a hungry octopus. “Tuesday, Mr. Roberts – the home
health will be there.”
“Nope,” bad day. I’ll be trying out for
the NFL and don’t send the oxygen and
physical therapist technicians that afternoon, I’ll be at the ballpark or chopping
firewood in the back yard.
The greatest transmutation that takes
place above is the transfusion of duty
to love. Their rules have purpose – they

really care. Even an anesthesia-crazed
fool sees that. HW
The syndicated humor of Ted, the
Scribbler on the roof, has appeared in
newspapers around the US, on National
Public Radio, and numerous websites.
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From Gal Gadot to Trevor Noah, here’s what
celebrities are saying about the Israel-Gaza violence
By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – Gal Gadot might have decided for a while to steer clear of current
events after drawing criticism for her
rendition of John Lennon’s “Imagine”
during the height of the COVID pandemic. But the Israeli movie star was
so moved by the deepening conflict in
her country that she posted a message to
her 53 million Instagram followers last
Wednesday.
“My heart breaks,” the “Wonder
Woman” star, who served in the Israeli
army, wrote last Wednesday.
“My country is at war,” Gadot continued. “I worry for my family, my friends.
I worry for my people. This is a vicious
cycle that has been going on for far too
long. Israel deserves to live as a free and
safe nation. Our neighbors deserve the
same … I pray for better days.”
Gadot was one of countless celebrities to weigh in on the conflict, which
has grown fierce over a matter of days
and resulted so far in the deaths of six
Israelis and over 50 Palestinians.
Many of the celebrities to weigh in
are being highly critical of the Israeli
government’s actions.
Here’s what they’re saying – and how
they’re being received.
Trevor Noah
“The Daily Show” host devoted nearly nine minutes of his popular Comedy
Central show to discussing the nuances
of the current conflict and the difficulties people have in talking about it.
“If you start from ‘Israel fired rockets
into Gaza,’ well then Israel is the bad guy
… but then you take a step back in time
and you go, ‘Well Hamas fired rockets at
Israel,’ then Hamas is the bad guy. But
then you take a step back and you go,
‘Well, the Israeli police, they went in and
started beating people up in a mosque
during Ramadan … well then Israel is the
bad guy. But then you go well the Palestinians, they were throwing rocks – well
the Israelis, they were kicking people out
of their homes – well the intifada – well

Israel keeps taking more and more land
– well the Arab invasion [could be referring to Yom Kippur War or 1948 War of
Independence] – and back and back and
back, and who knows how far!”
Natalie Portman
Portman has criticized Israel’s government in the past – perhaps most notably in her refusal to accept the Genesis
Prize, nicknamed the “Jewish Nobel,” in
Jerusalem over her disapproval of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
On May 11, the Israeli-American star
reposted a series of images amplified on
Instagram by fellow Oscar winner Viola Davis titled “What To Know About
Sheikh Jarrah,” the contested neighborhood of eastern Jerusalem where Israeli
courts have threatened to evict Palestinian families. Tensions over those
pending evictions helped lead to the
Jerusalem protests that set off the streak
of violence, and #SaveSheikhJarrah has
been trending on social media since the
weekend.
Gigi and Bella Hadid
The supermodel sisters have a Palestinian father and previously have had
harsh words for Israel on social media. Both have shared a series of posts
and Instagram stories online since last
weekend.
Gigi, the elder sister who has featured
on over 30 international Vogue covers,
wrote among other things on Instagram
to her 66 million followers: “One cannot advocate for racial equality, LGBT
& women’s rights, condemn corrupt &
abusive regimes and other injustices yet
choose to ignore the Palestinian oppression.”
Bella, with over 41 million followers,
among several Instagram posts included one with a series of images of two
illustrated women talking about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. One of the
women asks, “So aren’t Israelis and Palestinians just fighting over religion?”
The other woman responds: “They are

not ‘fighting,’ Israelis are the oppressors
and Palestinians are the oppressed and
the situation is about anything but religion.”
The format has been mocked by some
elsewhere on social media.
Malala
The Nobel Peace Prize-winning Pakistani activist recorded a video message
in which she expressed her “solidarity”
with the Palestinians and called Israel’s
actions a crime against humanity.
“After decades of oppression against
Palestinians, we cannot deny the asymmetry of power and the brutality from
Israeli air strikes on women and children in Gaza,” she said.
Lena Headey
Headey, the British actress best known
for her role as Cersei Lannister on
“Game of Thrones,” has reposted multiple posts from an anti-Zionist writer
on Instagram. One reads “Save Sheikh
Jarrah” and “Zionist Israeli Apartheid”
over an image of a boy holding a Palestinian flag.
Another note that Headey reposted
reads: “this is not a Jewish state but an
apartheid Zionist regime … this is a colonisation of ethnic cleansing upon an oppressed and imprisoned group of people.”
Mark Ruffalo
The movie star and known activist
called for sanctions on Israel in a tweet:
“1500 Palestinians face expulsion in
#Jerusalem. 200 protesters have been
injured. 9 children have been killed.
Sanctions on South Africa helped free
its black people – it’s time for sanctions
on Israel to free Palestinians. Join the
call. #SheikhJarrah.”
Roger Waters
The former Pink Floyd frontman is a
longtime anti-Israel activist and one of
the more prominent public supporters of
a cultural boycott of Israel. He posted a
video message on Twitter calling for an
end to the Sheikh Jarrah saga, or what
he calls the “genocidal removal of peo-

ple from their homes.” He also criticizes
President Joe Biden for staying silent on
the issue and says he is starting a new
campaign to get FIFA to stop allowing
international soccer matches against Israel.
Dua Lipa
The Grammy-winning British pop
star – she is dating the Hadids’ younger
brother, Anwar – also put several posts
on her Instagram with the #SaveSheikhJarrah hashtag, according to Newsweek.
In her Instagram stories she put a tweet
by Sen. Bernie Sanders calling on the
United States to “speak out strongly
against the violence by government-allied Israeli extremists in East Jerusalem
and the West Bank.”
Halsey
The pop singer known for hits like
“Without Me,” which has well over a
billion Spotify streams, tweeted a note
that ends with #FreePalestine and argues that religion and “geopolitics”
are not at the heart of the conflict: “It
is not ‘too complicated to understand’
that brown children are being murdered
+ people are being displaced under the
occupation of one of the most powerful
armies in the world. It is willful ignorance to conflate these simple horrors
with religion + geopolitics.”
Veena Malik
Malik is an actress and comedian who
has starred in over a dozen Pakistani
and Bollywood films. Last Tuesday, she
posted a series of tweets that seemed to
rejoice in the violence against Israel –
including one that quoted Hitler as saying: “I would have killed all the Jews of
the world … but I kept some to show the
world why I killed them.”
She also tweeted “#IronDome is
doomed” with a laughing emoji, referencing Israel’s missile defense system,
which has been overwhelmed by rockets fired from Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
The tweets had been taken down as of
last Wednesday. HW

COLUMBUS MARBLE WORKS
Designers and Builders

HIGHEST QUALITY MONUMENTS AND MARKERS
Associated and Identified with

JEWISH MEMORIALS
Enduring
Memorials

In-Home Caregiver
Looking for Work
Over 18 years
healthcare
experience.
Full time or
Part Time
Call 901-299-6277
Certified Nursing Assistant
seeking employment
Over 25 Years Experience
Verifiable References
• Part time or Full time • Mon-Fri
• Very dependable & honest, so
if you’re in need of the best, call
Patricia Malone - 901-480-3058

For Over 85 years
in Memphis and the Mid-South area

For more information, call
Phone 1-800-647-1055
Located at 2481 Broad Avenue - Memphis
901.767 . 0026 - Locally owned by Paul West
Beautifully Crafted Cemetery Monuments
SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF MEMPHIS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Visit us at WESTMEMORIALS.COM

PAGE 10

|

MAY 27, 2021

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

|

hebrewwatchman.com

From our Rabbis

Note from the Editor: These letters are reprints of last week’s messages sent from each
rabbi to their congregations before the ceasefire.
Temple Israel, Rabbis
Rabbi Joel Finkelstein,
Anshei Sphard - Beth El
Emeth Congregation
About the Situation in Israel

We are all so concerned and saddened
about the events in Israel. We are concerned for our brothers and sisters who
have to endure nightly attacks on their
families.
We are saddened by the outbreak of
violence on Israeli streets, both by Jews
and Arabs.
We are praying for our soldiers and
their safety and we are especially thinking of those on the border who have to
live in constant fear.
It is our prayer that the conflict will
resolve shortly and that in the meantime
we will be secure from all harm or injury and we can soon end this defensive
operation.
A prayer:
Our brethren, the whole house of Israel, who are in trouble or captivity who
stand by air, by sea or by land, may the
Omnipresent have mercy on them and
take them from trouble to safety, from
darkness to light, from oppression to redemption, speedily and soon, and let us
say, Amen!

Micah D. Greenstein
Bess B. Wohlner
Jeremy Simons

Rabbi Sarit Horwitz,
Beth Sholom Synagogue
I pray.
ַ /שׁלוֹם ְבֵּחיֵל
ַ
ָ ; י ְִהי/ִ שָׁליוּ א ֲֹהָבי
ָ שׁלוֹם י ְרוּ
/ִ שְׁלו ָה ְבּאְַרְמנוָֹתי
ְ ִ שָׁלִם י
ְ שֲׁאלוּ
Pray for the well-being of Jerusalem; “May those who love you be at peace. May there be
well-being within your ramparts, peace in your citadels.” -Psalm 122:6-7
I pray for a peaceful homeland. I pray for the ability to walk the streets of Jerusalem without
sadness, without pain and death. I seek a new peace. A peace where we live side by side
with another nation, each living with a sense of pride and autonomy and security. I pray that
no one of any religion will have to live in fear.
I weep
ַעל ֵאֶלּה ֲאנִי בוִֹכיָּה ֵעינִי ֵעינִי י ְֹרָדה ַמּי ִם
For these things do I weep, My eyes flow with tears
-Lamentations 1:16
I weep for a dream not yet realized. I weep for friends and family that have had to spend
hours in bomb shelters and commercial freezers to stay safe from the barrage of rockets. I
weep for the hope I placed in coexistence. I weep for the divisiveness of our Jewish people
and the vitriol spewed internally at ourselves and externally to others.
I am angry.
ִהים שׁוֵֹפט ַצִדּיק ו ְֵאל ז ֵֹעם ְבָּכל יוֹםiֱא
God watches for justice and rages every day
-Psalm 7:12
I am angry about a corrupt government refusing to care for its people. I am angry about
global condemnations of Israel’s right to defend herself. I am angry about the fear of others,
the hatred of that which we have internalized as our enemy. I am angry at the perpetuation
of cycles of violence.
I mourn.
ָ :
 ְלֵאֶבל ְמחוֵֹלנוּ/שַׁבת ְמשׂוֹשׂ ִלֵבּנוּ נְֶהַפּ
Gone is the joy of our hearts; Our dancing is turned into mourning.
-Eicha 5:15
I mourn the sense of safety and stability robbed from all the inhabitants of our holy land. I
mourn the homes destroyed, families ruined. And more than anything else, I mourn the
precious lives lost. The images of God diminished in this world. I mourn the Jewish Israelis
killed and I mourn the Palestinias killed - the suffering spills over. I mourn the murdered
children who won’t reshape our future.
I long.
 ִמֶמּנִּיw אַל ַתְּסֵתּר ָפּנֶי, י ְהוֹ ָה ֲאַבֵקּשׁw אַָמר ִלִבּי ַבְּקּשׁוּ ָפנָי ֶאת ָפּנֶיwְל
In Your behalf my heart says: “Seek My face!” God, I seek Your face. Do not hide Your face
from me.
-Psalm 27:8-9
I long for a time when we no longer worry. When families are safe and children play in the
streets without the fear of rockets or mobs or airstrikes. I long for safety for Jews and Arabs
and Palestinians. I long for the streets of our holy land to flow with milk and honey and love.
I long for the soul of our nation that needs reimagined healing.
May the one who brings peace in the heavens bring peace to all of us, to all of Israel, and
all who dwell on earth.

Rabbi Avika Males,
Young Israel

Four Ways to Financially Assist Our Brothers and Sisters in Israel
Israel has been under relentless rocket
attacks from terrorist groups in the Gaza
Strip that have caused extensive damage, terrible injuries, and loss of life.
Millions of adults and children, living
in fear, race for shelter each time the sirens sound. The needs that have resulted
from the terrorist rockets are numerous,
and there are many important Tzedakah
agencies engaged in important work at
this time.
After being asked by many how we
can contribute financially to help our
brothers and sisters in Israel, I can recommend the options below. (There of
course many more worthy agencies
which are working tirelessly at this
time.)
A) Jewish Federations are already on
the ground bringing life-saving humanitarian aid, including emergency grants
to victims and their families, psychological counseling to all those affected, and
support for first responders. Our help is
urgently needed in this crisis. Memphis
Jewish Federation, along with Jewish
communities all over the country, is
joining the national effort to help our
brothers and sisters in Israel.
For donations:
https://jcpmemphis.givingfuel.com/
israel-crisis-2021
B) The Barkai Centre for Practical
Rabbinics has six Barkai rabbis in Lod,
including Itamar Ben Yaakov, the rav
in Ramat Eshkol the neighborhood that
was particularly heavily damaged. Some

of the other shuls and schools have been
damaged. Barkai’s leader, Rabbi David
Fine (whom I know) said: “I will guarantee that every penny donated will get
to the right place.”
For donations:
https://www.israelgives.org/amuta/580556546
C) Igud Rabbanei Kehillot, a rabbinic
organization of many hundreds of rabbis is planning programs in areas heavily hit, like Ashkelon and the coast, including programs for children to travel
out of the region for some relief. This
initiative is under Rabbi Chaim Markovitz, under the general stewardship of
Rav Shmuel Eliyahu.
For donations:
https://www.jgive.com/new/en/usd/
charity-organizations/1158
D) United Hatzalah volunteers have
been treating many people who were injured as a result of the rockets that landed in Ashdod and Ashkelon. Their Psychotrauma and Crisis Response Unit has
also been dispatched, treating a number
of people suffering from emotional or
psychological shock and anxiety due to
the rocket fire. All donations up to $1
million through Friday will be matched.
There is an immediate need for more
bullet-proof vests, helmets, and medical
equipment to protect our volunteers as
they work to help the citizens of Israel.
For donations:
https://israelrescue.org/campaigns/
southhelp

& Cantorial Soloist

Happie D. Hoffman
Dear Community,

We, here at Temple Israel, are devastated by the escalating violence erupting
in Israel and Gaza. As Reform Zionists,
we believe, unequivocally, that Israel can and must defend herself against
any and all enemies who seek her destruction. Our shared hope is that we
never lose sight of the Jewish humanity enunciated in Israel’s Declaration of
Independence - whether “the other” is
a Jew, an Israeli Arab citizen, or an innocent Palestinian child stuck in Gaza.
We keep them all in our hearts. When
we pray for our own people AND all innocent victims of war, it is never an act
of disloyalty or an abdication of Jewish
values. It is the deepest manifestation of
Jewish values.
“Do you care about your tribe, or do
you care about the world?” is the false
dichotomy raised by zealots and extremists. Jewish people know terror intimately and recognize the world’s silent
complicity so much so that our heart
instantly awakens to human suffering
and pain. The road from callousness to
brutality is short and direct, which is
why we fervently pray that Israeli society will never succumb to the waves of
racist violence erupting in our spiritual
homeland.
May we do whatever we can to help
establish peace in our spiritual homeland and for all who dwell there. As
Psalm 122:6 reminds us, it is for the
peace of Jerusalem to which we commit
ourselves.

Wiesenthal Center Hails
President Biden’s Signing of “No
Hate Act” into Law
The Simon Wiesenthal Center hailed
President Biden’s signing of the ‘Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act’’ into law
today. Rabbi Abraham Cooper, Associate Dean and Director of Global Social
Action for the Wiesenthal Center, and
Mark Weitzman, the Wiesenthal Center’s Director of Government Affairs
said, “This law, named after Khalid Jabara and Heather Heyer, two victims of
hate crimes who would not have been
counted in the FBI statistics previously is a necessary measure to strengthen
monitoring and responding to hate. As
Jewish Americans, who according to the
FBI are the most targeted victims of religiously motivated hate crimes, we join

with Asian-Americans who are currently facing a wave of rising attacks as well
as Black Americans and other victims of
hate crimes in welcoming the signing of
this practical and symbolic measure into
law.”
The Wiesenthal Center had been one
of the supporters of the measure as it
passed through Congress.
Cooper and Weitzman also expressed
their appreciation to Senators Richard
Blumenthal (D-CT) and Jerry Moran
(R-KS) and Representatives Don Beyer
(D-VA), Fred Upton (R-MI), Judy Chu
(D-CA), and Vern Buchanan (R-FL) for
their leadership in sponsoring this important piece of legislation. HW

Rock thrown at Arizona
synagogue
(JNS) – A rock thrown at the front
door of a synagogue in Tucson, Ariz.,
broke through the glass window, causing damage that was believed to have
occurred overnight last Tuesday and
discovered last Wednesday.
Congregation Chaverim includes
Alma Hernandez, a member of the Arizona State Legislature, and former Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords, whose husband, former astronaut Mark Kelly, is now the
state’s junior senator.
Giffords, who survived an assassination attempt in 2011 and spent years
recovering from a head injury, took to

social media to talk about the incident.
“Yesterday, my synagogue in Tucson
was vandalized. It’s heartbreaking to see
such a disgusting act in a place where
so many are meant to feel safest,” she
wrote. “Despite these actions, we will
not be shaken. Hate has no place in Arizona.”
Hernandez posted on Twitter: “I’m a
complete mess in tears as I write this. I
just got off the phone with my rabbi; our
synagogue was vandalized, someone
[threw] a rock at our glass door. This
was NOT an accident! I feel numb. …
Send prayers our way.” HW
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Obituaries
Edith Baumwald Cohen

Edith Baumwald Cohen, 90, passed
away peacefully on Monday, April 26,
2021 at Methodist Alliance Hospice
Residence. Born in Merrick, New York,
on June 15, 1930, Edith was the daughter of the late Max and Annie Baumwald. She was preceded in death by her

four older siblings. Edith married the
love of her life, the late Dr. Jules B. Cohen. At the time of his death, they were
happily married for 55 years.
Edith was a member of Anshei
Sphard-Beth El Emeth Congregation
and Sisterhood.
She and her husband loved to travel.
When not traveling Edith loved to take
care of her family. She enjoyed baking,
sewing, shopping and antiquing.
She is survived by two sons, Dr. Marc
A. Cohen (Myrna) of Memphis, and
Norrin S. Cohen (Patty Herb) of Cincinnati, Ohio; and her grandson, Eli.
Services were held Tuesday, April 27
at the Katzman Memorial Chapel with
burial in the Anshei Sphard Cemetery.
Canale Funeral Directors had charge.
The family requests that any memorials be sent to Anshei Sphard-Beth El
Emeth Congregation or to the Parkinson’s Foundation.

Lottie Kampf

Lottie Kampf passed away peacefully
at home on Sunday, May 2, 2021. Lottie
was born on June 4, 1929, to Julius and
Erna Breidenbach in Rimbach, Germany.
She emigrated with her brother and her

parents to New York in 1937 to escape
the Holocaust. She grew up in Washington Heights in upper Manhattan, but
spent most of her adult life in Rockaway,
New Jersey, before moving to Memphis
to live closer to Cantor Ricky and Anat
and their children and to join the extended Memphis Jewish community.
Lottie was preceded in death by her
husband of 52 years, Jack Kampf. She is
survived by two sons: Rabbi Mark (Channi) Kampf of London, England, and Cantor Ricky (Anat) Kampf of Memphis.
Lottie was blessed with 11 grandchildren
and 21 great grandchildren.
Lottie was an avid reader, loved to
play Mah Jongg and attend classes, but
more than anything else, family was her
pride and joy.
Funeral services were held at Beth David Cemetery in Elmont, New York, on
May 4. Donations may be made in Lottie’s memory to the Baron Hirsch Synagogue or the Margolin Hebrew Academy.

Buckle Up Today and Always
“The Life You Save...May Be Your Own”

Think you can take a ride without your seat belt? Think again: In nearly every state and
the District of Columbia, seat belt use is required by law – and for good reason. In 2017
alone, seat belts saved an estimated 14,955 lives. If all passenger vehicle occupants 5 and
older had worn their seat belts that same year, it’s estimated an additional 2,549 lives could
have been saved.

•

Whether you’re on a back country road or the interstate, in a minivan or an SUV, whether
you’re traveling cross country or just across the street, buckle your seat belt every trip,
every time. And ensure that each and every passenger – child and adult – is properly
restrained, too. Doing so could save a life.

•

Airbags alone don’t prevent injuries: Even if your car has airbags, always wear your
seatbelt.
Airbags are supplemental restraint systems that work with seatbelts, not in place of them.
They help protect adults in a frontal crash, but they don’t provide protection in side or rear
impact crashes or in rollovers.

•

Seatbelts prevent injury: Seatbelts and child safety seats help prevent injury by preventing
ejection from the vehicle, shifting crash forces to the strongest parts of the body’s structure,
spreading forces over a wide area of the body, allowing the body to slow down gradually,
and protecting the head and spinal cord.

•

In Addition To The Tragic Loss Of Life, Accidents Cause Increased Insurance Premiums,
Hospital Costs, Property Damages and Lost Work Time.
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In Israel, 11 days in May: one family’s experience
By Howard Weisband

On Monday, May 10, early evening,
in Jerusalem, we heard a piercing,
numbing siren – one not heard in our
city since the 1991 Gulf War – screaming that Jerusalem may be under attack.
Kayla and I were returning home from
Modiin and a visit with Shaul, Yiska,
and our four grandchildren. We were
in a gas station, near the Knesset, and
amidst that frightening siren, the radio’s
first reports were that Hamas was targeting the Knesset! Very soon thereafter, it
was clear that some seven rockets fell
outside Jerusalem, near Neve Ilan without damage or injuries.
As I write these words on Motzei
Shabbat, Saturday night, the ceasefire is
in place and holding.
Following over 4000 Hamas rockets
and Islamic Jihad mortars fired from
Gaza, our skies are finally quiet. The
IDF retaliation, labelled “Guardian of
the Walls,” strategically aimed over
1000 bombs at specified targets including rocket launchers, weapons depots,
and Hamas leadership. Analysts and

pundits are delving into the enormity
of the numbers, the human impact, who
won and who lost, and when might be
the next round of fighting. All that is to
be read in the Israeli and Jewish press,
as well as general media sources.
In the end, Jerusalem was relatively
calm; the first siren here was the last.
The overwhelming brunt of the attack
from Gaza fell on and around our people in cities and regions south of Jerusalem: Sderot, Ashkelon, Ashdod, and
Beersheva. Daily life meant being in a
15-second reach, literally running, to a
bomb shelter. The Iron Dome was some
90 percent effective, but tragically, 12
people were killed, and there were numerous injuries and much damage. Additionally, Tel Aviv and its surroundings
often felt the sting of air raid sirens and
the need to run to safety.
In Modiin, located toward the center of Israel, our three granddaughters
began sleeping in the mamad – a reinforced safe room – inside their home,
where the other members of the family
would join them when there was a siren

at night.
In Givatayim, adjacent to Tel Aviv,
Natan (our sabra) and daughter-in-law,
Mirit, carried their infant daughter of
less than two weeks (yes, a new granddaughter born on May 6) as they ran
with their pet dog outside their apartment and downstairs to a miklat/bomb
shelter at the wail of a siren.
In Tzur Hadassah, outside Jerusalem,
where Naavah and Moti live with their
two young children/grandchildren, the
kindergartens and schools were closed
throughout the center and south of Israel. Parents had to work, so Kayla and I,
of course, spent some time in their home
with the kids.
Elana, Dotan, and their four children/
grandchildren, live a mere eight-minute
walk from us in Jerusalem. We see them
more often, and generally so on Shabbat. Due to some COVID restrictions
still being a reality, synagogue services
in numerous places continue to meet
outdoors, including one location on a
street near their home in which we participate. (I call this our “strule” – street

shule.) Afterwards, we join the family in
their home for kiddush. I mentioned to
Elana that I was writing a brief piece for
“The Hebrew Watchman.” She responded that more than the confrontation with
Hamas, she is worried about the simultaneous civil unrest and violence that
has erupted between Jews and Arabs, all
Israeli citizens, within a number of our
cities that host both populations: in Lod,
in Acre, and in Jerusalem.
I share that concern with Elana, especially given our current gridlocked political situation and dysfunctional government. But those are other subjects
perhaps for another time.
Howard Weisband served as assistant
executive director (1975-77) and executive director (1977-84) of the Memphis
Jewish Federation. Following Aliyah
with his family in 1986, he served as
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency for Israel through 1997, and then in
other senior professional positions in
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in
Jerusalem. HW

Temple Mount reopens to Jewish visitors after 19 days
By Efrat Forsher and
Ariel Kahana

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – After 19
days during which Jews were banned
from visiting the Temple Mount due to
Muslim unrest in Jerusalem, a group of
20 Jewish visitors were allowed on Sunday morning into the compound.
On Friday, hundreds of young Muslims threw rocks and Molotov cocktails at police. Jerusalem District Police
Chief Maj. Gen. Doron Turgeman ordered police to enter the compound and

(Left) Jews visit the Temple
Mount compound, site of the
Al-Aqsa mosque and the Dome
of the Rock in Jerusalem’s Old
City, during the Jewish holiday
of Sukkot, Oct. 8, 2017. Credit:
Yaakov Lederman/Flash90.

handle the rioters.
Early Sunday morning, there were reports of small-scale distrubances at the
Temple Mount, but the visit by the group

of Jewish visitors went ahead as planned.
Member of Knesset Itamar Ben-Gvir,
leader of the far-right Otzma Yehudit party, called the decision “an important step
by the prime minister, which shows that
Israel has not folded on its principles.”
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However, he added, “We need to pay
attention to the situation on the Mount,
to the unceasing discrimination, the fact
that Jews may not pray publicly in a
minyan [quorum of 10 men required],
the limit to groups of 20 and shorter visiting hours for Jews.”
“I call on the prime minister to make
the situation on the Mount equal for
Jews and Muslims, and prevent racism
and inequality,” Ben-Gvir said.
This article first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW

