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Outgoing Jewish Community Partners Board Chair Ken Steinberg
protected our most vulnerable during unpredictable term

Outgoing Jewish Community Partners chair and tireless lay-leader Ken
Steinberg’s love for his Memphis Jewish community is dwarfed only by his
love of family. Here he poses with his 10-month-old grandson, Dylan.
On Tues., June 15, 2021, at 5 p.m.
Jewish Community Partners (JCP)
will ‘broadcast’ its Annual Meeting
celebrating the last year of impact produced by Memphis Jewish Federation
(Federation) and Jewish Foundation of
Memphis (Foundation) philanthropists,
volunteers, supporters and staff. Ken
Steinberg’s tenure as chair of the executive board of JCP will come to an end
after serving in the role for two years.
To learn more about the online event,
JCPMax Presents This Is Us, Jewish Community Partners 2021 Annual
Meeting, and to register, visit jcpmemphis.org/annual-meeting.
“I’m enormously proud that I was
privileged to contribute leadership to
JCP’s efforts to create a legacy of sustainability in our Jewish institutions,
neighborhoods and people, especially

considering this wild second year of my
tenure,” said Ken. “When I was younger, I was very aware of the legacy of
philanthropy and volunteerism in the
previous generations of Jewish Memphians, who went out of their way to
build this Jewish community. The opportunity to do my part has been a precious gift and honor.”
Ken was uniquely suited for this critical lay-leadership position. He was the
first leader to have the distinction of
serving in all three JCP chair positions
back-to-back, starting with a one-year
stint leading Foundation, followed by
two years leading Federation, before
stepping into the JCP top spot. Prior
to this, he had served for years leading
committees, including several years as
the chair of Federation’s Annual Community Campaign. Under Ken’s chair-

manship, JCP has cared for, connected,
and engaged Jewish Memphis in many
important ways, with three examples
standing out for their ingenuity and
adaptability.
At the start of his first term, he jumped
headfirst into the campaign to raise $7.5
million to endow the newly rebranded
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish
Family Service (FJFS), an endeavor
that has seen much success, currently sitting at $6.5 million and climbing.
Then, COVID-19 hit, and under Ken’s
leadership JCP, Federation and Foundation carefully but quickly adapted to
meet the suddenly changing needs in
the community. Finally, he helped Federation move to a new model for Annual Community Campaign fundraising,
leading many donor families to commit
to multi-year annual gifts, providing for
a more solid way to plan for expected
and unexpected challenges in the future.
“About seven years ago, it became
clear that then-named Jewish Family Service needed a reboot,” said Ken.
“After extensive research, the collected
data were used to map the current needs
in the Memphis Jewish community and
to plan ahead for projected future needs
among the most vulnerable.”
In a partnership between the MJCC
and JCP, the organization was reimagined and rebuilt to meet the need that
exists today, while setting the agency
up to adapt to the needs that will surely
evolve in unexpected ways in the years
ahead.
“I was lucky to pick up where previous JCP Executive Board Chair Michael
Greenberg left off,” said Ken. “And I
tried hard to empower Federation and
Foundation to work in concert to guide a

major campaign to permanently fund the
new Fogelman Jewish Family Service.”
Halfway through his term in early
2020, COVID-19 pulled the rug out
from under everyone.
Despite Federation and Foundation
leadership’s traditional habit of constantly looking ahead to predict where
needs will evolve, this year was impossible to see coming. Under Ken’s leadership, staff, lay leaders, agency representatives and volunteers immediately
readjusted and re-strategized, ensuring
the vulnerable members of the community received the care they needed.
“The first step was simple in theory
but hard to do. We had to stop, look
and listen to identify vulnerabilities
and hatch plans to plug them,” said
Ken. “The next step was a little easier,
because of the well-known generosity
inherent to Jewish Memphis. We have
incredibly generous donors who, in response to our request for increased dollars to our Annual Campaign, stepped
up. Because of that, when Plough Towers and the Memphis Jewish Home &
Rehab came to us with a request for
support that would help them keep their
residents safe, we didn’t hesitate.”
COVID challenged many long-standing methods inherent to JCP’s funding
models, and one of the greatest concerns brought to staff and leadership
came from agency representatives concerned that the granting process would
change because of potential reductions
in giving. Ken played a key role in an
initiative launched this year that encouraged donors to lock in their Annual
Community Campaign gifts to Federa-

(see Ken Steinberg page 2)

MJCC board and staff to be honored at annual meeting
Robin Orgel to be installed as MJCC board chair

Outgoing MJCC board chair Jenny Herman and incoming chair Robin
Orgel

The Memphis Jewish Community
Center’s 73rd Annual Meeting will be
called to order and broadcasted LIVE
Sun., June 6 at 10:30 a.m. All MJCC
members are invited to this virtual
meeting. The Annual Meeting brings
the community together to recognize
the MJCC (the J) as the center of our
community and spotlight the many different roles the J plays in the lives of our
members and the Memphis community
at large.
Highlights of the meeting will include
honoring outgoing Board Chair Jenny
Herman, as she passes her leadership to
incoming Board Chair Robin Orgel. The
MJCC will also be installing officers and
new board members. The J will present
the annual Skip Pepper Young Leader-

ship Award, the annual Staff Award and
the annual Bob Silver Volunteer Award.
Under Jenny Herman’s board leadership, the past two years, the MJCC has
been successful with engaging programming and ensuring its financial strength
and health during very challenging
times. Among the highlights of her term
were a series of programs including the
first virtual Morris and Mollye Fogelman International Jewish Film Festival,
a safe and comforting summer camp
for youth and families in the middle of
a pandemic, and a celebration of Israel that included speakers and a family
drive-thru event. The MJCC and its

(see MJCC page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

tion with three-year commitments. Not
only does this ensure partner agencies
have a sense of security from knowing
that a baseline will remain on the table
for the next three years, but it also lets
Federation concentrate their energies on
helping donor families who are ready to
step up their giving and chart their philanthropic path.
It’s also important to note that it
was under Ken’s leadership that Memphis Jewish Federation and the Jewish
Foundation of Memphis both earned a
coveted four-star-rating from Charity
Navigator, the highest possible rating.
Federation and Foundation are currently two of 12 Four-Star charities in the
Mid-South and remain among the highest-rated nonprofits in the industry, with
a score of 96.57 out of 100. He also held
the chair when the Plough Foundation
announced its $9 million endowment

gift, benefiting Federation and its strategic partners.
“Ken brought talent and vision to his
role as chair, and what we’ve accomplished together is indicative of that,”
said JCP President and CEO Laura
Linder. “His heart is invested in the
success of both Federation and Foundation, and his unique point of view fueled
everything we accomplished during incredibly challenging times. I look forward to working with him as his role as
a lay leader evolves, because his passion
for sustaining Jewish Memphis won’t
allow him to take a break from this hard
and important work.”
“This is what Federation does,” concluded Ken. “We harness the incredible
generosity of our donors and connect it
with the needs of our community. We
help to ensure that families have someone who cares and will be there when
they need support.”
Register for JCP’s annual meeting at
jcpmemphis.org/annual-meeting. HW

Beth Sholom elects new
officers and members to its
2021-2022 board of directors
Beth Sholom Synagogue elected and
installed several new officers and board
members, recognized outgoing board
members, and bid farewell to a beloved
family at its Annual Meeting on Sun.,
May 24, 2021, via Zoom. Led by Illysa
Wertheimer, who continues her term as
president, the meeting presented good
news about the synagogue’s durability
during COVID.
Wertheimer announced that the shul
had exceeded its fundraising goals for
the year, even though the shul could not
hold a major fundraising event. Executive Director Geo Poor noted that the
shul’s membership grew even as in-person events were limited during the past
year. Rabbi Sarit Horwitz noted that
the sanctuary is again open for Shabbat
morning services with limited attendance and registration required.
“It has been a hard year, and we are
grateful to have exceeded our expectations in fundraising and membership,”
said Rabbi Horwitz, adding that “It is so
lovely to be able to daven together and
sing together again.”
Rabbi Horwitz outlined plans from
the synagogue’s recent Strategic Plan,
with exciting growth to come, building
on the success of the last few years. “I
am thrilled to be partners with all of
you,” she said, “in continuing to foster
our connections to each other and to our
tradition. We couldn’t be who we are
without all of you and your tremendous

efforts and willingness to give.”
Danny Schaffzin, who led the nominating committee as immediate past
president, presented the slate of candidates. The congregation approved the
appointment of the following new officers: Mitch Hodus, vice president-personnel/facilities; Lindsey Rossen, vice
president-programming; Janet Rubin,
vice president-membership; and Kevin Bernstein, secretary/treasurer. Keri
Unowsky and Jeff Kay continue as vice
president-ritual and vice president-development, respectively.
Elected to the board for the first time
are Abraham Bendayan, Ariel Figueroa,
Jaime Krone, Miriam Roochvarg, Mark
Geller, and Beverly Tsacoyianis. They
will serve a two-year term along with
the following re-elected members: Jeannie Ashford and Mindy Lipson.
Continuing board members, whose
two-year terms will expire in June
2022, are Lon Alperin, Michelle Glazer,
Tresha Mandel, Susan Moinester, Noah
Sabin and Ron Wachsman. Susan Levko
remains the board’s Sisterhood representative, and the new cemetery representative is Leslie Epstein.
As the synagogue welcomed its new
and continuing leaders, it also recognized the contributions made by retiring board members Josh Feinman,
Sharon Finkelstein, Naomi Katz, Scott
Newstok and Christine Scheinberg.
The congregation also said goodbye to
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Weekly Torah Portion: Shlach

Sanford and Dana Shefsky, along with
their children Sydney and Anderson,
who never failed to roll up their sleeves
when something needed to be done at
the shul. “They will be sorely missed,”
said Wertheimer.
Joining Schaffzin on this year’s nominating committee were Wertheimer,
Hodus and Poor, along with Dot Bilsky,
Evan Glazer, Amy Hertz and Dan Unowsky. HW
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MJCC
(continued from page 1)
board would like to sincerely thank Jenny Herman for her inspiring leadership
the past two years in office.
On June 6, Robin Orgel will become
the Memphis Jewish Community
Center’s 37th chair. Robin is a native
Memphian who grew up at the MJCC
and has watched her children play and
learn at the J over the years. She has
served on the MJCC board of directors
and its executive committee for many
years, most recently as vice chair for
programming and then vice chair of
administration. You could say that service to the MJCC is in her genes. Robin also serves on the executive board
for the Orpheum Theater and was an
officer of the board of directors for
Bridges, Inc. The MJCC is honored to
have Robin installed as the next board
chair.
The MJCC is excited to present the
73rd MJCC Annual Meeting and the
induction and recognition of its leaders.
Be sure to join the program at 10:30 a.m.
on Sun., June 6, which highlights and
celebrates the successes over the past
year and recognizes and applauds those
whose efforts have made it all possible.
To register visit www.jccmemphis.org/
annual meeting. HW
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Viewpoints expressed in letters, commentaries, cartoons and other
opinion pieces, beside letters from the editor of The Hebrew Watchman,
do not reﬂect those of The Hebrew Watchman. We welcome submissions
of letters and commentaries to info@hebrewwatchman.com. Please see
guidelines below for Letters to the Editor.

OPINIONS

EDITORIAL • COMMENTARIES • LETTERS • DVAR TORAH

Guidelines for letter to the editor submissions
The Hebrew Watchman will only consider Letters to the Editor that include the writer’s full name; anonymous letters and letters written under
pseudonyms will not be considered. For verification purposes, the writer must also include their home address, email address and telephone numbers,
including a daytime telephone number.

Van Morrison’s lyrical anti-Semitism

By Melissa Langsam
Braunstein

(JNS) – Van Morrison’s latest song
comes complete with its own eyebrow-raising title: “They Own the Media.” But who exactly is “they”?
The song doesn’t specify, and Van
Morrison hasn’t issued a public statement to clarify, in spite of numerous
articles flagging the song’s anti-Semitic language. If we look back 16 years,
though, it’s reasonable to think Morrison has Jews on the brain.
As The Forward recently reminded
readers, Morrison “denied back in 2005
that ‘They Sold Me Out,’ in which he
sings in first-person from the perspective of Jesus, was anti-Semitic. That
song includes the lyrics: ‘For a few
shekels more, they didn’t even think
twice/For a few shekels more, another
minute in the spotlight’” and “Sold me
out for a few shekels.”
That earlier song uses what Ben M.
Freeman, the author of Jewish Pride:
Rebuilding a People, calls the economic
libel, in his new book: “Judas – a Jew –
betrayed Christ for 30 pieces of silver.
… This specific framing of Jews and
money was rooted in the idea that they
would do anything – including betrayal
for material gain. This idea was eventu-

Van Morrison at Edmonton Folk Music Festival in 2010.
					
Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
ally extrapolated by the Nazis who declared: ‘Money is the God of the Jews.’”
And that slander apparently then found
its way into Morrison’s music.
Once might be a mistake. Twice is
not. A well-meaning person would be
horrified by stirring an anti-Semitism
scandal and work hard not to repeat it.
Yet we appear to be witnessing round
two.
Reflecting on the new song’s title,
Stereogum’s March preview noted it
“sure seems to be an anti-Semitic trope”
before very generously allowing “maybe it’s satire.” With lines like “They own

the media. They control the stories we
are told. Ya ever try to go against them,
you will be ignored,” and “Leave it all
and you’ll never get, never get wise to
the truth, ’cause they control everything
you do,” it seems fair to say this is not a
satirical song.
For their part, InsideHook’s March
preview opined, “We’ll have to wait to
find out who exactly ‘they’ is referring
to in the latter, but even if it’s not relying
on old anti-Semitic stereotypes, the idea
that any singular group of people ‘owns
the media’ is a dangerous myth.”
Media ownership is a dangerous
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You Missed it!

It sold too quickly…at a great price! The owners were fabulous
about preparing their home for the market.
And, as quickly as it sold, and for what they received, it shows what
happens when you do things right.
If you or someone you know is thinking of selling,
find out how my highly successful Strategic Marketing Program
can work for you. Remember…

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!
Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

REALTOR Emeritus*

*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors
for 40 Years of Service.

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

myth, specifically a dangerous anti-Semitic myth. The International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)’s widely embraced working definition of anti-Semitism offers numerous examples,
including “allegations about Jews …
controlling the media.”
Reflecting on Morrison’s song, Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the Simon Wiesenthal Center emailed: “The lyrics by
this rock legend are deeply distressing.
While the word Jew doesn’t appear,
its mindset is set in conspiracy mode.”
That also signals a problem. People who
believe in one conspiracy are more likely to also believe others, and any time
conspiracy theories gain traction in a
particular culture, anti-Semitism does,
too.
Dov Hikind, founder of Americans
Against Antisemitism, told me that “Individuals can sing whatever they want
in their shower, but what label in this
country would promote [Morrison] and
think it’s OK to do that?”
That label would be BMG Music.
Curious how much of Morrison’s album was attributable to him versus his
label, I inquired. A press spokesperson
emailed, “Van delivered a finished record, which we then licensed, meaning
we were not involved in its creation.”
And in response to allegations of anti-Semitism, I was told, “BMG’s position on racism, anti-Semitism and hate
is very clear. If we believed a song to be
anti-Semitic, we would not release it.”
That’s a lovely sentiment, but it’s a
weak response given how much buzz
around this song has focused on anti-Semitism. While BMG may have
been pleased the song was “tipped to
enter the UK Official Albums Chart in
the Top 10,” such toxicity’s being widely heard is no cause for celebration.
Zach Schapira, executive director of
the J’accuse Coalition for Justice, messaged, “The shame of Van Morrison’s
song belongs not only to the famed singer-songwriter himself, who has taken a
tragic turn. It also belongs to … all those
who speak out against hatred from other artists but remain silent as musicians
like Van Morrison … engage in anti-Jewish hatred with little consequence.
The music industry’s lack of seriousness
in rooting out anti-Semitism is a stain on
their legacy.”
Rabbi Cooper added, “When music is
leveraged to mainstream hate, we need
gatekeepers of music and culture to rebuke these disgusting and dangerous attacks before they become normalized.”
But where are the gatekeepers, and why
are they so quiet? At some point, silence
conveys support, or at the very least acceptance.
Mainstream music shouldn’t be
mainstreaming bigotry. Not every song
a recording artist creates is necessarily worth promoting. Recording labels
also have a responsibility to recognize
what crosses a line, rather than contributing to, and profiting from, anti-Jewish tropes. No matter how beautiful the
melody, anti-Semitic words will always
be ugly. HW
Melissa Langsam Braunstein, a former
U.S. State Department speechwriter, is now
an independent writer in metro Washington.
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MHA-FYOS hosts Mr.
Alan Dershowitz and
StandwithUs educators
On Thurs., May 20, Mr. Alan Dershowitz spoke to the CYHSB and
GMSG on Zoom about the current climate surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and discussed the certain ways
that Israel has acted and been framed
in the media. At the end of his speech,
he opened the floor for questions and
the high schoolers were able to ask Mr.
Dershowitz anything that was on their
minds regarding his topic. It was an
enlightening experience for the entire
school and the talk equipped the students with skills that they will use in
college and beyond.
In addition to the program with Mr.
Dershowitz, the GMSG and CYHSB
students were privileged to host a viewing of the StandwithUs documentary “A
Minority of One,” which is the inspiring
story of Hussein Aboubakr.
Hussein Aboubakr was born in Egypt
to an Arab-Muslim family in 1989, 10
years after the historic peace treaty
between Egypt and Israel was signed.
Though the peace treaty officially end-

|
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Pope Francis kisses Holocaust
survivor’s Auschwitz tattoo

ed 30 years of hostilities between the
two countries, antisemitism was woven
deeply into the fabric of life in Egypt.
Hussein learned from his family,
friends, teachers, religious leaders, and
surrounding culture that Israel was the
enemy and Jews were responsible for
evil in the world. He became radicalized
after 9/11 and the upheavals that followed across the Middle East.
The rise of the digital information age
enabled Hussein to teach himself Hebrew and discover new narratives on the
internet. He began to question his virulently antisemitic beliefs, embarking on
a harrowing journey in which he faced
severe government repression, actively
participated in the Arab Spring, and ultimately fled to the United States in 2012
as a political refugee.
After the documentary, students
were able to ask him questions about
his experience. This inspired and empowered many of the students to become more educated on all sides of an
issue. HW

NEW DEADLINES FOR STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAYS AT NOON
NO EXCEPTIONS!
AND WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR STORIES
IN ADVANCE.

Pope Francis greets Lidia Maksymowicz, a survivor of the Auschwitz death
camp, as he leaves his weekly general audience in Vatican City, May 26,
2021. He bent down and kissed the number she had tattooed on her arm
during the Holocaust. 		
Credit: Franco Origlia/Getty Images

By JTA Staff

(JTA) – Pope Francis kissed the number tattooed on a Holocaust survivor’s
arm during his weekly meeting with
members of the public last Thursday.
Lidia Maksymowicz, 81, showed the
pope her number, and Francis got down
on a knee to kiss it. The two did not exchange words, she told Vatican News.
“We understood each other with a
glance,” Maksymowicz said, adding the
pontiff’s gesture “has strengthened me
and reconciled me with the world.”
Maksymowicz, a Polish citizen now
living in Krakow, was deported to Auschwitz from her native Belarus before

she turned 3. At the camp she was subjected to the work of the infamous Nazi
doctor Josef Mengele, who experimented on Jewish prisoners.
In recent years, Maksymowicz has
participated in events sponsored by the
Catholic charity Sant’Egidio aimed at
educating youth about the Holocaust.
Francis has frequently issued firm denunciations of antisemitism and often
met with Jewish groups and delegations.
He visited Auschwitz in 2016, where
he engaged in silent prayer. In 2018, he
said “The memory of the Shoah and its
atrocious violence must never be forgotten.” HW

Pendant warding off ‘evil eye’ may shed light on Jewish life in Talmudic period

(JNS) – An ancient pendant that was
just handed over to Israel’s National
Treasures Center by a family member of
the woman who found it 40 years ago
near the ruins of an ancient synagogue
on Moshav Arbel in the Galilee may

hold clues to Jewish customs during the
Byzantine period.
According to the Israel Antiquities
Authority, the 1,500-year-old bronze
artifact, bearing Greek letters spelling
out God’s name (“Yahweh”), appears to

have been worn as an amulet to ward off
the evil eye.
“The amulet is part of a group of fifthand sixth-century C.E. amulets from the
Levant that were probably produced
in the Galilee and Lebanon,” said An-
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An ancient amulet that was found
40 years ago in the Galilee and
recently handed over to the
National Treasures Center.
Credit: Dafna Gazit/Israel
Antiquities Authority.
tiquities Theft Prevention Unit deputy
director Eitan Klein, who is conducting
research on the pendant.
“This group of amulets is sometimes
called ‘Solomon’s Seal’ and the rider is
depicted overcoming the evil spirit – in
this case, a female identified with the
mythological figure Gello/Gyllou, who
threatens women and children and is associated with the evil eye. The eye on
the reverse is identifiable as the evil eye,
being attacked and vanquished by various means. The amulet was therefore
probably used to guard against the evil
eye, possibly to protect women and children,” he added.
Klein said that “although scholars
generally identify the wearers of such
amulets of this sort with Christians or
Gnostics,” the fact that it was found in
Arbel – often mentioned in Talmudic
sources as a place where many sages
visited and taught – “may indicate that
even Jews of the period wore amulets of
this type for protection against the evil
eye and demons.”
Thanking the amulet’s donor, Klein
said, “I appeal to anyone who has previously found ancient artifacts to hand
them over to the National Treasures
Center, since objects of this kind tell the
story of Israel’s history and heritage and
they belong to all Israel’s citizens, both
legally and in terms of their cultural value.” HW
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So Sababa

Psst...that’s Israeli slang for cool/awesome

Inspiring

Amy Hertz

Watch Dog

Amy Hertz took a two-hour
wheel-throwing class that ended up
changing her life. Now, Amy crafts
mugs, bowls, planters and yard art.
Some of the proceeds from the sale of
her unique pieces, support charitable
causes such as Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital, the Chesed Fund at Beth Sholom Synagogue and Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital through the Forrest
Spence Fund.
Amy is a co-owner of the Belltower
Coffeehouse & Studio at 525 S Highland Street, which provides accessibility to the craft of ceramics through a
wide range of classes and a space for
local artists to sell their wares.
To read more about Amy’s hobby-turned career, visit jewishscenemagazine.com or look for it in the June/July
issue coming soon. HW

Temple Israel’s MeFTY

Happy Birthday Tiki
Right: Tiki making mom take a
computer break
Tiki, our 12-year-old Yorkiepoo, just celebrated her birthday in May. As
an empty-nester pup, she’s spoiled rotten. These days she spends most of
her time helping mom, Susan, edit but stays on lookout for horses, cats,
birds and squirrels from the office window.
Check out Temple Israel’s rising 9th graders attending their first MeFTY
Havdalah service followed by a surprise game of laser tag!

Please Help Keep
Memphis Jewish Publishing Alive
To Subscribe or Advertise
901.763.2215
info@HebrewWatchman.com

Pet Peeve

Favorite Treat

Scaredy Cat

Takes After Mom and Dad

Tiki is the most demanding and loving
pup, but when she barks for attention, it
is ear piercing.

She whimpers at the first sound of
raindrops, barks all night at thunder and
has a conniption fit if she must go for a
ride in the car.

Fromm’s Crunchy Blueberry Blasts
from Hollywood Feed.

When not helping edit Jewish Scene
Magazine and The Hebrew Watchman,
Tiki will veg out on the couch or soak
up rays on the deck.
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Hillels of Memphis wrap up another meaningful and impactful
year for college students
By Sophie Bloch,
Director Hillels of Memphis
On one hand, this past school year
was like no other. Between continued
virtual learning, limited access to campus, and a water boil advisory from the
big snowstorm, the students of Hillels
of Memphis had lots of unprecedented
challenges to face on top of immense
academic pressure. On the other hand,
so much of what makes Hillel Hillel carried on full steam ahead, providing students with a full calendar of meaningful
Jewish engagement opportunities.
The Jewish Learning Fellowship continues to be a highlight of each school
year. This semester, the foundational
“Big Jewish Questions” curriculum attracted students hoping to reconnect to
their Judaism and engage in learning
for its own sake – no grades or tests
here. Additionally, Hillels of Memphis
was selected as one of 20 worldwide
to pilot a new curriculum, “Big Israel
Questions.” Students discovered the
history of Zionism and explored their
relationships with Israel. Participant
surveys confirm that the Jewish Learning Fellowship serves as a catalyst for
developing Jewish identity, literacy and
community on campus.
Hillel also continued its open-tothe-community virtual learning series
with Jewish faculty, spotlighting the
deep Jewish intellectual talent in Memphis. Named “On One Foot” in honor of
the parable about Hillel the Elder teaching a student the “entire Torah while
standing on one foot: treat others how
you’d like to be treated,” this series featured Jewish faculty members speaking
to their academic area of expertise over
Zoom. Each lecture was recorded and
archived on the Hillel website at www.
hillelsofmemphis.org/on-one-foot for
future learners to enjoy.
Despite limited access to campus,

Hillel students from Rhodes College and University of Memphis found
ways to gather safely together throughout the Spring 2021 semester, like
this Hamantaschen Bake and Purim Party attended by Rhodes students
Abby Kahn, Sam Cross, Robbie Musicante and Emma Benjamin.
students from the Rhodes and Memphis
campuses came together to celebrate
bi-weekly Shabbat at the Morris S. Fogelman Jewish Student Center. They
welcomed the opportunity to connect in
person to cap a busy and primarily virtual school week, resulting in as many
students engaging with Hillel as the
previous year. The patios at the Hillel
building ensured that celebrations were
socially distanced, creating a rare feeling of togetherness in this year of isolation.
Celebrating Purim, the post-Israeli
army young men from the Kollel Torah
MiTzion, in Memphis as Shlichim (emissaries), joined Hillel students for a Ha-

mantaschen Bake and Purim Party, with
students from each community coming
safely together to stuff, fold and bake.
While the Hamantaschen were in the
oven, members of Torah MiTzion led
everyone in a speed-dating-style text
study about Purim.
A pre-Passover “Seder 101” was held
on Zoom to prepare students for participating in or hosting their own Seders.
The program explained everything students needed to observe Passover with
friends and family and gave them the
opportunity to order Kosher-for-Passover meals and Seder plates from
Zayde’s NYC Deli, sponsored by Zeta
Beta Tau (ZBT) at The University of

Continuing Education at the Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman
Jewish Family Service: “Long-Haired Hippie Freaks Not Apply”
Wendy and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish
Family Service at the MJCC (FJFS) offers a new CEU event to the community.
What is a CEU? A Continuing Education
Unit is a requirement for all community social workers and counselors. Each
year these professionals must earn 12-15
hours of CEU to continue their service.
These programs are very important pieces for mental health organizations.
More than four years ago, FJFS at
the MJCC began hosting these events
bringing in different speakers and professionals and getting these educational

events approved to be CEUs. The program has grown, and one of the more recent events hosted more than 100 mental health professionals in the J’s Belz
Social Hall.
The next CEU event, “Long-Haired
Hippie Freaks Not Apply,” is Thurs.,
June 10 from 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. and will
be presented by Janet Watson, LCSW.
Janet Watson is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker who is licensed in both Mississippi and Tennessee. She has 36 years
of experience in non-profit and for-profit organizations providing social, mental

Commercial / Business Insurance
Investors ~ Business Owners ~ Professionals
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aboshwit@irmllc.com
www.irmllc.com

ANDREW BOSHWIT

health and clinical services to lay and
professional consumers. Janet also happens to be the former director of Wendy
and Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family
Service at the MJCC.
To explain the topic “Long-Haired
Hippie Freaks Not Apply,” all too frequently social workers come face to face
with the effects of exclusion and prejudice, one of the most devastating chronic diseases in our country and are left to
help pick up the pieces of oppression and
hatred. This presentation is designed to
challenge attendees to explore their underlying beliefs about those who are perceived as different from themselves and
the various ways in which they actively
or passively include or exclude them.
Rashki Osina, LCSW, FJFS program
manager and therapist stated, “this upcoming CEU is so relevant in our current society. There is so much hate and
struggle out there right now, and this
event will really bring mental health
professionals together to better understand how our society is feeling.”
CEU events at the MJCC are hosted
four times a year. They continue to grow
and be successful to better our community. The next event in August, “Senior
Ethics,” will be hosted by Judy Bookman, LCSW. If you or anyone you know
is a counseling professional, visit www.
jccmemphis.org/FJFSclasses to register
for the June 10 event, or for more information about continuing education
events hosted by FJFS. HW

Memphis. Hillel also partnered with
ZBT to facilitate their own Seder, marking the first time most of their members
had participated in a Passover Seder.
Hillel International and Repair the
World selected Memphis to pilot a community service initiative at University of
Memphis and Rhodes College. “Serve
the Moment” interns Aaron Bardos and
Eliza Lieberman organized a food drive
in partnership with the Tiger Food Pantry at University of Memphis and the Lions of Judah to combat food insecurity
on college campuses.
Like many other programs and events,
Yiddishe Cup transitioned online in the
form of a virtual trivia tournament. Forty
households tuned in to test their knowledge in various trivia categories, and
70 sponsors raised $17,000 for Hillels
of Memphis to continue serving Jewish
students at University of Memphis and
Rhodes College. Yiddishe Cup serves
as the primary community fundraiser
for Hillels of Memphis, a program of
Memphis Jewish Federation. Proceeds
benefit students through educational
programs, social events, Shabbat meals
and much more.
Hillel International sets the movement-wide goal for Hillels around the
country to engage 30% of Jewish undergraduate students in ongoing learning
and leadership opportunities. Hillels
that meet or exceed that goal are considered excellent, and only a handful reach
that yearly goal. As a result of all Memphis’ incredible activity, 37 students, or
35%, participated in ongoing learning,
leadership experiences or internships
this semester, which is consistent with
last year’s numbers in spite of COVID
pausing in-person programs. That goes
to show that even in an unprecedented
year, Memphis Hillels’ impact is stronger than ever, and students look forward
to returning to in-person programming
in the fall. HW

Swastika stickers
placed on Alaska
Jewish Museum and
Anchorage bar

(JNS) – Police in Anchorage are
asking for the public’s help after
stickers with swastikas were placed
on the Alaska Jewish Museum and a
local bar.
According to the Anchorage police,
the white stickers with the words “We
are everywhere” and include the Nazi
symbol in the middle, were discovered last Wednesday afternoon, first
at a bar called “Mad Myrna’s” and
later in the day at the Jewish museum.
“There is no place for hate in our
community,” the police said, noting
that it “takes these matters seriously.”
It noted as part of its ongoing investigation, they have partnered with
the FBI to determine “any potential
state and federal violations.”
“If anyone finds a swastika sticker,
don’t remove or touch it,” the police
also said, urging people to report the
finding to them instead.
As of 2017, the Jewish population in
Alaska was approximately 5,750. HW

The white stickers, which
say “We are everywhere”
and include the Nazi symbol
in the middle, were first
discovered at a bar called
“Mad Myrna’s,” and later
in the day, at the Jewish
museum.
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Accountants, attorneys, financial advisors, and insurance agents
participated in a virtual networking breakfast on May 21, 2021, hosted by
the Jewish Foundation of Memphis.
Memphis is fortunate to be home to
many experts in law, finance, estate
planning, accounting and insurance.
The Jewish Foundation of Memphis
(Foundation) brings these experienced
advisors together to share ideas and
provide new insights into the world of
philanthropic giving, with the ultimate
goal of helping members of the Jewish
community make smart charitable decisions. This dedicated group of people
make up the Foundation’s Professional
Advisory Group or PAG, chaired by Jason Salomon, estate planning attorney
at Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC.
On Fri., May 21 the group met on
Zoom to network and discuss the impact
COVID-19 has had on their industries.
Some advisors are back in their offices,
while others are still working remotely.
They all miss the face-to-face interaction but have stayed connected to their
clients in other ways. Hal Lewis, a financial consultant at Stephens Inc., explained how he meets clients at coffee
shops since his offices are closed. Mike
Wood, an insurance agent from Northwestern Mutual, worked from home
before the pandemic began so he has
not experienced a drastic change in environment, like many others described.
The advisors sought out best practices
from one another on how to train younger associates while working remotely.
“Before COVID, new hires would
watch us and learn on the job just by be-

ing in the office. Now it is much more
difficult,” said John May, CPA and partner at Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP.
Others concurred and added that it is
especially hard to recruit new associates
in this climate.
The topic of e-signatures was also
discussed, and whether that was a shortterm solution with clients during the
height of the pandemic or if it will be
the new normal.
During these conversations, attendees
enjoyed breakfast, which was delivered
the evening before by Foundation staff.
Instituted in 1999, the PAG has
grown to approximately 100 members, whose names can be found on the
Foundation website at https://jcpmemphis.org/professional-advisory-group.
The Foundation holds several events
throughout the year, including those
that grant continuing education credits. The next program is scheduled
for September 30 with nationally renowned speaker Pamela Davidson, in
partnership with the Planned Giving
Council of the Mid-South. Events like
these keep the PAG up to date and connected, which is crucial now more than
ever.
To learn how to get involved and join
the PAG, contact Jewish Foundation
of Memphis Endowment Development
Manager Sarah VanderWalde, svanderwalde@jcpmemphis.org or 901-7677100. HW

Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.
David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN 38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

I’m your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.
®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2001878

PAGE 8

|

JUNE 3, 2021

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

|

hebrewwatchman.com

A Tale of Two Books

Talmud title page from the 1880s

By Rabbi Joel Finkelstein
When ASBEE sold its building at 120
E. Yates, it raised a big question about
books. Not only did ASBEE have the
Rabbi Efraim Greenblatt Beit Midrash
full of seforim, holy books, the Melvin Silverstein chapel full of seforim,
but also the Harkavy library on the
second floor, and the Miriam Friedman Rabbinical library in the Wagerman family rabbinical study, and more.
Over the years people donated books,
and others turned in books for burial,
but they didn’t always make their way
to the grave. If I saw a book destined
for burial, as holy books can’t be discarded, I first checked, is it interesting? Is it worth saving? Is it a Yiddish
secular book, such as Shakespeare in
Yiddish, which does not require burial but, I thought, wouldn’t it be cool
to have a Yiddish library? So, in addition to all else, I had a Yiddish library.
And then there were two books that

Kedushat Levi book
needed special attention. As Rabbi,
I had become the repository of all the
stories of those who filled our seats,
who frequented our gates. I was told
by our chief Gabai an all-around-great
guy, nonagenarian, Kolman Katz, a”h;
and it was confirmed by Rabbi Greenblatt, a”h; that one of our most-learned
lay members was Moshe Kirsch, a”h.
I had inquired who was this man who
had donated a copy of Mikraot Gedolot, a Tanakh with many commentaries, and also a Kedushat Levi, authored
by the great lover of Jews, Rabbi Levi
Yitzchak of Berdichov! I was sure
whoever donated them must have been
someone special. He must have read
those books and then donated them.
So, while the shul was moving to its
new location, I got a call from Moshe
Kirsch’s granddaughter. What was
to be with her grandfather’s books?
We were downsizing, so I told them
they could have the mikraot gedolot,
but the Kedushat Levi was coming

with us! The family came to collect
the heirloom and the deal was sealed.
But there is another book I had to
make sure did not get lost in the shuffle. One of our very prominent members
was Nina Katz, a”h. She was an absolutely poetic survivor of the Holocaust
who could move you to tears in a simple conversation. After the passing of
her husband, she showed me a Sefer,
a holy book, written by an ancestor of
her husband, Holocaust survivor and
philanthropist, Morris Katz a”h. The
book was crumbling and the pages brittle. After some research, I determined
that it was indeed written by a scholar,
an author of other books, but this volume was a forgery. The family said that
Morris would have found that hilarious as he had a great sense of humor!
Still, it was an heirloom. Yet Nina, seeing how much I appreciated this vol-

Menorat hamaor book of
preaching Warsaw 1850

Considering purchasing a new home
or refinancing your current one?
Now is a great time to take advantage of the current rate environment.
You could potentially eliminate years oﬀ of your mortgage
and maintain a consistent monthly payment.

Migdal dovid
ume, gifted it to me for safe keeping.
That book was coming with us as well!
The shul had a big giveaway of holy
and not-so-holy books, and people took
away cartloads of books, still leaving
a great Miriam Friedman rabbinical library for me. The Yiddish books went
to Ted Weinstone, who could actually
read them. I also had a great collection
of books from the 1800s, some of which
I saved, and in some cases I took pictures of the title pages for safe keeping.
Every shul library tells a tale. It’s a
tale of immigration, a tale of history,
a tale of special people. Every book,
what holy sefer (book) tells a tale. HW
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Politics

Greene’s mask Holocaust analogy is ‘appalling,’ says top Republican leader
(JNS) – The top Republican in the
U.S. House of Representatives has become the latest leader to condemn Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene’s remarks that
compared wearing masks to Jews being
forced to wear yellow stars during the
Holocaust.
“Marjorie is wrong, and her intentional decision to compare the horrors
of the Holocaust with wearing masks
is appalling,” House Minority Leader
Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said in
a statement last Tuesday.
“Let me be clear: The House Republican Conference condemns this language,” he adds.
Other top Republicans, including
Reps. Steve Scalise (D-La.) and Elise

Stefanik (R-N.Y.) also condemned
Greene’s statement.
“Equating mask-wearing and vaccines to the Holocaust belittles the most
significant human atrocities ever committed. We must all work together to
educate our fellow Americans on the
unthinkable horrors of the Holocaust.
#NeverAgain,” Stefanik wrote last
Tuesday morning.
Greene, a freshman Republican from
Georgia, said in an interview with
Christian Broadcasting Network’s David Brody that Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi’s new rule that all House
members must show proof of vaccination before entering the House chamber
without a mask was akin to the Nazis’

treatment of the Jews.
“We can look back at a time in history
where people were told to wear a gold
star, and they were definitely treated like
second-class citizens, so much so that
they were put in trains and taken to gas
chambers in Nazi Germany,” Greene
said at the time. “And this is exactly
the type of abuse that Nancy Pelosi is
talking about.”
Greene doubled down on her comments on Twitter last Tuesday, saying
that she never compared it to the Holocaust, “only the discrimination against
Jews in early years of Nazi Germany.
“Everyone should be concerned about
The Squad’s support for terrorists and
discrimination against unvaxxed peo-

ple. Why aren’t they?”
She has also drawn fire from prominent Jewish Republicans. Jeff Miller, a
board member of the Republican Jewish
Coalition and member of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum Council, said
that she needed to pay a visit to the Holocaust Museum.
“WTF is wrong with you?” asked
Miller on Twitter. “I think you need to
pay a visit to the U.S. Holocaust Museum. I’d be happy to arrange [it]. Then,
maybe going forward you wouldn’t
make any more disgusting, ignorant
and offensive tweets. If I’m wrong, and
you’re not ignorant about Holocaust …
then you are disgusting.” HW

Top Republicans slam Green for comparing coronavirus measures to Holocaust
By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Republican leaders are chastising Rep. Marjorie
Taylor Greene for the Georgia GOP lawmaker’s latest bid to liken measures to
combat the coronavirus to the Holocaust.
Last Tuesday, Greene compared a supermarket’s decision to add a logo to the
badges of vaccinated workers to the yellow stars that Jews were forced to wear
in Nazi-occupied Europe.
“Vaccinated employees get a vaccination logo just like the Nazi’s [sic]
forced Jewish people to wear a gold
star,” she said on Twitter, attaching a
news story.
Jeff Miller, a major Republican donor

who is close to the U.S. House of Representatives minority leader, Kevin McCarthy of California, offered to give Greene
a tour of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, D.C., where he
is a member of the commission.
“WTF is wrong with you?” Miller,
who is also a board member of the Republican Jewish Coalition, asked in a
tweet. “I think you need to pay a visit to
the US Holocaust Museum. I’d be happy
to arrange. Then maybe going forward
you wouldn’t make anymore disgusting,
ignorant and offensive tweets. If I’m
wrong and you’re not ignorant about
Holocaust … then you are disgusting.”

McCarthy weighed in a bit later, referring to Greene’s comparisons over
the weekend likening mask-wearing
mandates to the Holocaust.
“Marjorie is wrong, and her intentional decision to compare the horrors
of the Holocaust with wearing masks
is appalling,” he said. “Let me be clear:
the House Republican Conference condemns this language.”
McCarthy attached a statement that
also called on Democrats to forcefully
condemn anti-Israel members in their
ranks.
Also weighing in was Matt Brooks,
the Republican Jewish Coalition’s di-

rector, whose group joined a rare primaries challenge to Greene last summer.
“Please educate yourself so that you
can realize how absolutely wrong and
inappropriate it is to compare proof
of vaccination with the 6 million Jews
who were exterminated by the Nazis,”
Brooks said on Twitter. “You’re an embarrassment to yourself and the GOP.”
A number of Republicans were among
those who criticized Greene’s equating
mask mandates to the Holocaust, but
these were mostly figures who are vocal
in opposition to former President Donald Trump, who effectively leads the
party and to whom Greene is close. HW

Jordanian MPs: Annul agreements with Israel, target ‘Zionists’ worldwide
diapers,” he said.
MP Salamah al-Bluwi accused Israel of committing war crimes in “occupied Palestine,” heaping curses on the
“criminal Zionists, the sons of apes and
pigs.”
“Our conflict with the Jews is of a
historical, religious nature. The Jews do

not abide by any agreement, contract, or
pact,” said al-Bluwi.
MP Zoheir al-Saideen said, “There
can be no peace with this enemy. With
these enemies, there must be no peace
or negotiations because they are lowlifes who violated their pact with the
Prophet Muhammad.” HW
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The Jordanian parliament approving a bill to ban imports of natural gas
from Israel on Jan. 19, 2020.
		
Credit: Jordanian parliament via Facebook
(MEMRI via JNS) – At a special session
of the Jordanian Parliament to discuss recent fighting between Israel and Hamas,
Jordanian lawmakers called to annul all
agreements with the Jewish state.
During the session, which was aired
on Palestine TV on May 17, Jordanian
MP Safaa Momani said that the Jews, as
“slayers of the prophets,” could not be
trusted.
“We, the Arabs and the Muslims must
support [the Palestinians] for real, rather
than make do with condemnations. We
must annul all the accords and agreements because the Jews are the slayers
of the prophets, who have betrayed all
the pacts and contracts. From the beginning of time, they had no respect for
treaties. They violated their pact with
the Prophet Muhammad, so why do we
expect them to abide by their promises?
All our agreements with them should be
annulled,” said Momani.
MP Saleh al-Armouti saluted Hamas,
which he said had “restored our honor

and our glory, in light of the Arab, Islamic, and international apathy.”
The Arab regimes had neglected the
Palestinian cause, he said, adding, “Why
don’t you reach out to Hamas? Power to
Hamas is power to the Jordanian state.”
MP Firas al-Qudah called for the “Zionist enemies” to be targeted worldwide.
“This is a message to all the honorable people in the world. They should
treat the Zionist enemies with reciprocity. They should target them wherever
they may be, in any corner of the world.
An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,
and the blame lies with whoever started
it,” said al-Qudah.
The Jews, “Allah’s curses upon
them,” are “the humiliated people, and
not the Chosen People, as they claim,”
said MP Suleiman Abu Yahya. Moreover, he said, “The Jews are cowards.”
“The video footage we see from inside Palestine attests to that. The diapers that the Israeli soldiers wear attest
to that. May Allah curse them and their
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Young Sammy Swallow does not want to leave
Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.
By Ted Roberts
Young Sammy Swallow could hardly
believe his ears. “We gotta scram,” said
his dad. His mama, beside him on the
branch of the crab apple tree said nothing. She just cocked her head in a sympathetic way and blinked her eyes rapidly. “We gotta move,” repeated his father.
“But why?” asked Sammy. “I just
made friends with the swallow family
and their kids over in the elm tree next
door. I love this neighborhood. And
there’s tons of worms over by the hedge.
I don’t wanta leave.”
“Sammy, it’s time we had a talk,” said
his dad. “You’re old enough to know
about the birds and the bees, right?”
“Yeah, the young robins whisper
about it once in a while.”
“Well, let’s get it out in the open, Son,”
said his dad. “Here’s the story: Bees
hang around when the winter comes.
But birds migrate. And it shouldn’t surprise you to find out we’re birds. We’re
outa here every winter.”
Sammy Swallow started to cry. “I
DON’T WANT TO LEAVE,” he shouted. Of course, his shout was a whistled
bird song that you and I can’t usually
understand unless we’ve got some very
close feathered friends in Birdland.
But the little girl, Alicia, who was
coloring on the patio beneath the crab
apple tree, looked up. What a sad song,
she thought. That was as much as she
could understand.
Sam’s mother put her wing around
her unhappy child. “Now, now Sammy. All swallow children are upset by
their first migration. But you’ll love it.
New foods; delicious, juicy insects and
berries to eat. New sights like tropical
jungles and rivers wider even than this
whole backyard. And when we finally
get to our winter home – nothing but
sunshine, all day long.”
Sniffily, Sammy wiped his nose with
his wing. “I don’t care,” he said. “The
squirrels don’t leave; the chipmunks
don’t leave. And I’ll bet that little girl

down there on the patio stays home all
winter. I WISH I WASN’T A BIRD.”
He shouted this so loud in his whistling
birdy way of talking that Alicia stood up
and gazed into the crab apple tree. She
knew he felt very strongly about something.
Mother Swallow did not punish him
with a short peck to the neck, like she
sometimes did to correct his behavior.
Instead, she explained about winter,
which Sammy, of course, had never
seen or felt. Neither had she, but she’d
heard the horrors from some lazy Jays
in the neighborhood. “The leaves come
off the tree, which means there’s no
protection from the wind. You’re miserably cold and there’s nobody to talk
to because all the decent birds have
checked out. Worst of all, the worms are
way down deep in the earth – you have
to peck in tree bark looking for grubs
like a woodpecker. And can that give
you a headache! We’re just not built for
that. And you’re right. The squirrels and
chipmunks stay. So does Alicia’s cat,
Fang. And the cold makes her meaner
than usual. There’s nothing she likes
better than swallow snacks or swallow
chewies or swallow tidbits. Think about
that, child.”
Alicia, listening carefully down below, was getting good at bird talk.
Among the chirps and whistles and pipings, she heard her name and that of her
cat.
“Yeah,” said Pop Swallow, “they’ve
ruined the neighborhood with their
shrieking and gossiping.”
Sammy was sulking the way swallows and kids do; looking down – eyes
half closed – avoiding his parents’ eyes.
“Well,” he finally said, “Screechy’s not
leaving. And he’s not a squirrel or a
chipmunk. He’s a bird like us!”
“Only half right,” said his mom. “He’s
a blue jay – they’re too dumb to migrate.
They’re a single-home family. They’ve
been living in that same raggedy nest for
three years. We got two – one in the crabapple here and another in a backyard in
Rio De Janiero.”
Young Sammy Swallow just tucked
his head behind his wing and sulked.
Mama and Papa Swallow sat on that
branch and fidgeted like birds do. If
they had an arm and a wristwatch, they
would have been looking at it every five
minutes. Because inside them a clock

was ticking. And inside them a voice
was speaking, loud and slow. It said,
“it’s time. It’s time to form up with the
other swallows and head South.”
Alicia, down on the patio still listening closely, heard the whole conversation. “Hey, folks,” she shouted up the
tree limb where the family sat. “Sammy
can winter over with me. We’ve got a
big empty room. I’ll buy some birdseed,
too. I’ll even dig some worms – ugh I
hate to touch them, but I’ll do it.”
The two swallow parents looked
down in amazement. That girl child
seemed to be talking to them. They’d
lived on her patio long enough to know
she was no danger like Fang. That was
their name for the cat.
Sammy heard Alicia, too. He untucked his head to listen better. Something in her voice made him feel better
about leaving. After all, they’d be back
to the same tree in four or five months.
And he was sure Alicia would be waiting for him on the patio.
“OK,” he said. “Let’s pack up and
go,” he said to Mom and Pop Swallow.
They smiled at each other and then at
young Sam. Birds smile, you know, just
like cats and dogs. But it’s invisible to
humans. They chirped a heartfelt chirpy
goodbye to Alicia. Then off they went
to join the flock of relatives sitting in
the big Oak next door chattering about
their formation and the route and where
they’d stop for snacks and rest.
Alicia waved for a long time from the
patio. She couldn’t wait for spring.
A week after Sammy and his family
left, the winter closed his cold hands
around Alicia’s yard. When Sammy’s
friend looked out of her den window,
only those pesky squawking blue jays
hopped around her yard. There was no
music. Then one morning in May, she
woke earlier than usual – bird song was
her alarm clock. Her backyard and her
room and her head were full of it. Every
bird was at his best – it was a concert.
Their hearts were overflowing with joy
to be home. And there was Sammy and
his family perched on the same old limb
looking down on the patio for Alicia,
their old friend. HW
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Obituaries
Morris Marvin Bloomfield
Morris Marvin Bloomfield, 91, died
Monday, May 24, 2021. Marvin was
born to Joseph and Bessie Bloomfield
on December 27, 1929, in Bronx, NY.
He was a resident of Memphis for 44
years. He worked as vice president of
Century Management (McDonald’s).
He was a member of a local model railroad club and helped Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital build a model railroad
to ensure the happiness of their young
patients. Marvin is survived by his wife
of 70 years, Harriet “Penny;” three sons,
Steve (Brenda) of Cordova, Tenn., Larry (Karen) of Orlando, Fla., and Denis
(Jenny) of Brentwood, Tenn. He is also
survived by his 8 grandchildren and 4
great-grandchildren. Graveside service and burial was at 10 a.m., Thursday, May 27, 2021, at Memorial Park
Cemetery in Memphis. Rabbi Jeremy
Simons from Temple Israel officiated
the service. Contributions in memory of
Marvin may be made to the Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital at lebonheur.org on
their donate tab. HW

Marv Albert

Marv Albert,
Jewish sports
broadcasting
legend, to retire
this year
By Rob Charry

(JTA) – Legendary Jewish sportscaster Marv Albert will retire after the NBA
playoffs this summer, he announced last
Monday.
Born Marvin Aufrichtig to Jewish
parents in Brooklyn, he became one of
basketball’s most prominent broadcasters. But he was also a national voice for
the NFL and NHL, calling Super Bowls
and Stanley Cup Finals in addition to
NBA Finals over a career that saw him
broadcast in seven decades.
Albert, who turns 80 next month, will
continue to call basketball games on
TNT until the NBA Finals.
As the story goes, a 21-year-old Albert got his big break when another
Jewish Syracuse grad, the fabled Marty
Glickman – also Albert’s mentor – had a
conflict and could not broadcast a New
York Knicks game on WCBS-AM radio
in 1963. It launched a career in which
Albert did play-by-play for several New
York-area teams along with the Knicks,
including the NBA’s Nets, NHL’s Rangers and NFL’s Giants on TV and radio.
Albert’s legacy includes calling the
Olympic gold medal game for the original Dream Team in 1992, NCAA tournament games, boxing and tennis. He
was the sports anchor on WNBC-TV in
New York from 1975 to 1987, which led
to his more than 50 appearances with
David Letterman, first on NBC (“Late
Night with David Letterman”) and then
on CBS (“The Late Show”), showing
highlights and lowlights in sports.
He was inducted into the National
Jewish Sports Hall of Fame in 1993.
In 1997, his longtime employer NBC
fired him in the wake of sexual assault
charges by multiple women. The network brought him back two years later
after he was given a 12-month suspended prison sentence. HW
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Avoid these five retirement mistakes
What common errors could derail your retirement plans?
Provided by Mike Stein

Understand your options
Making retirement planning mistakes
at any time, but especially when there’s
economic uncertainty and market volatility, can create difficulties in achieving your long-term goals. Here are five
common, and potentially costly, errors
you’ll want to avoid.
Mistake #1: Getting out of the market after a downturn
When the market takes a big hit, you
may be tempted to sell investments in
your retirement portfolio and hold the
proceeds in cash. If you do, you’ll likely
miss the gains if the market turns around.
Consider taking a long-term approach
by keeping a strategic mix of asset
classes in your portfolio: stocks, bonds,
and cash alternatives. The combination
that’s right for you will depend on a
variety of factors, including how comfortable you are with market volatility
(risk tolerance), what you’re investing
for (objectives), and how long before
you’ll need to tap into your accounts
(time horizon).
At least once a year or whenever there
are dramatic changes in the markets,
consider rebalancing by checking your
accounts to see if market activity has
shifted your investments away from your
desired asset allocation. If it has, you
may want to buy and sell investments to
bring your accounts back into alignment.
Mistake #2: Not taking full advantage of retirement accounts
Consider contributing up to the maximum allowable amount into your qualified employer-sponsored retirement
plan (QRP), such as a 401(k), 403(b),
or governmental 457(b) plan. This can
help fund your retirement as well as reduce your taxable income.
If you are unable to contribute the
maximum amount and your employer
offers a matching contribution program,
try to contribute at least as much as the
match – otherwise, you are leaving free
money on the table.
Mistake #3: Buying too much of
your company’s stock
If your employer’s stock is an investment choice in your 401(k), you may
want to consider keeping your allocation to no more than 10%. With your
salary already tied to your company’s
fortunes, you may not want a sizable
part of your retirement savings to be
similarly dependent.
Mistake #4: Borrowing from your
retirement plan
Many QRPs offer loans to participants. Unless you need the money for
an emergency, try not to use this option.
Borrowing can be an expensive choice
in two ways:
• Smaller retirement savings: When
you take out a loan, you are losing the

benefits of potential investment growth,
and that could leave you with a smaller retirement savings. Also, if you stop
contributing while you are paying back
your loan, you won’t receive any employer matching contributions.
• Repayment requirements: If you
leave your employer, the plan may give
a short period of time (e.g., 30 or 60
days) to repay that outstanding balance.
However, if not repaid, the outstanding
loan balance is generally subject to income tax and possibly a 10% IRS tax
penalty for younger workers.
In addition, cashing out of your
401(k) when you move to a new employer might be costly. Know your distribution options when changing jobs.
Mistake #5: Underestimating the
cost and length of retirement
Some crucial factors to take into account:
• Longevity: If you retire around age
65, you could spend a quarter century
or more in retirement. As a result, you
may need to save enough to last 25 to
30 years.
• Inflation and taxes: Even with
relatively mild inflation over the past
25 years, the cost of living has more
than doubled. Also consider what taxes you’ll be paying on the money you
withdraw from your retirement account.
• Health care: Even with Medicare,
you could have expenses for supplemental insurance, some prescription
drugs, and nursing home care.
• Lifestyle sticker shock: A rule of
thumb for retirees is to plan on needing
approximately 80% of their pre-retirement annual income.
A Wells Fargo Advisors financial advisor can help educate you regarding
your options so you can decide which
ones make the most sense for your specific situation.
This article has been prepared for informational
purposes only and is not a solicitation or an offer
to buy any security or instrument or to participate
in any trading strategy. Investing involves risk
including the possible loss of principle. Asset allocation cannot eliminate the risk of fluctuating
prices and uncertain returns. The accuracy and
completeness of this information is not guaranteed and is subject to change. Since each investor’s situation is unique you need to review your
specific investment objectives, risk tolerance and
liquidity needs with your financial professional(s)
before an appropriate investment strategy can be
selected. Also, since Wells Fargo Advisors does
not provide tax or legal advice, investors need to
consult with their own tax and legal advisors before taking any action that may have tax or legal
consequences.

Changing jobs, switching
employers, or retiring?
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
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LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236
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• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—

Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs
while you are away. I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo
Advisors and provided to you by Mike Stein,
Managing Director – Investments.
Investments in securities and insurance products
are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All
rights reserved. HW
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Jewish Community Partners 2021 Annual Meeting
Your New Favorite
Binge-worthy
Show
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