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Jason Salomon will receive The Jewish Foundation of Memphis 2021
Raymond Shainberg Professional Advisor Award at this year’s Jewish
Community Partners Annual Meeting, Tuesday, June 15, online. Learn
more and register at jcpmemphis.org/annual-meeting. Jason is pictured
here, left, at Foundation’s 2019 Latkes & Vodka 25th Anniversary event
with then-Board Chair Charles Jalenak, staff member Sarah VanderWalde,
and advisor John May of Dixon Hughes Goodman, LLP.

In 2020, the Jewish Foundation of
Memphis established the “Raymond
Shainberg Professional Advisor Award”
to mark its 25th anniversary year. This
award is granted to a Professional Advi-
sor who has demonstrated extraordinary
leadership, dedication and commitment
to the Jewish Foundation of Memphis.

Raymond Shainberg, of blessed
memory, was one of the founding lead-
ers of the Jewish Foundation of Mem-
phis. Laura Linder, president and CEO
of Jewish Community Partners (JCP),
which operates the Foundation, remem-
bers how Raymond “was instrumen-
tal in creating our donor advised fund
program, our legacy initiative and in
helping professionalize the Foundation
with the creation of the Professional Ad-
visory Group. Due to his involvement,
all our local Jewish institutions are ben-
efitting and will continue to benefit for
years to come. It is for this reason we
created the award in his name.”

Following in Raymond’s footsteps, is
Jason Salomon, estate planning attorney
at Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan PLC. Jason
will receive the 2021 Raymond Shain-
berg Professional Advisor Award during,
JCPMax Presents This Is Us, Jewish
Community Partners 2021 Annual Meet-

More than 100 JCRS volunteers
join the annual gift-wrapping
event for JICRS Hanukkah gift
recipients.

For the 23rd year, the Jewish Chil-
dren’s Regional Service (JCRS) will
be providing Hanukkah gifts to Jewish
youth from families who are experienc-
ing financial difficulties. Eligible Jewish
families must live in Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma,

ing, which will be held online June 15, at
5 p.m. and available for streaming after.
Visit jcpmemphis.org/annual-meeting to
register or for more information, or to
stream the show any time after June 15.

Currently Jason is chair of the Pro-
fessional Advisory Group, and it is be-
cause of his time and dedication, that
the group has grown to more than 100
advisors. As a trusted attorney, Jason as-
sists Foundation staff and donors with
all things related to charitable estate
planning, complex gifting strategies,
charitable gift agreements and more.

“I really looked up to Raymond and
considered him as a mentor and friend.
Receiving an award named in his mem-
ory just means a lot to me,” said Jason,
who will be the treasurer this upcoming
fiscal year, and ultimately board chair of
the Jewish Foundation in July 2022.

“I am honored to accept this award.
Raymond personified the ideal Profes-
sional Advisor. He applied his profes-
sional talents and his love of community
to increase charitable giving and develop
Jewish non-profits in Memphis,” he said.
“I hope that my dedication and commit-
ment to the Memphis Jewish community
honors the legacy of Raymond Shain-
berg, of blessed memory.” HW

Prezly, Farryl and Aurora Silver enjoyed a sweet treat and fun with family
and friends at Memphis Jewish Federation’s PJ Library event in May.

Keeping it cool with PJ Library and
Memphis Jewish Federation

As the sun warmed the day, PJ Li-
brary friends and families gathered
in-person, warming hearts and spirits.
Event co-chairs Rashki Kaplan and Sar-
ah Bracha Wogan and Memphis Jewish
Federation volunteers Larissa Kay, Far-
ryl Silver and Abby Wilson organized
this heart-warming and body-cooling
(thanks to the Kona Ice Truck) experi-
ence for PJ families.

Children had the opportunity to see
Twisted Mr. Rogers Balloons bring var-
ious animals and pieces of nature to life
with balloons; identify, learn, and col-
or Hebrew words with pictures; make
kites; take home a craft and card game
from our partner city, Shoham; and
last but certainly not least, spend time
reconnecting with over 75 friends and
family members.

“We had an amazing time at the PJ Li-
brary event! It was incredible to be able
to reconnect with Jewish families and
for my children to reconnect with kids
their age,” said PJ parent Laura Wilons,
mom of Max and Ayla. “We even made
new friends and families. My kids had
an absolute blast making kites and run-
ning with friends in the field to make
them fly, and then playing with their bal-
loon animals and eating snow cones.”

“It was great being able to finally get
together and be social, safely. My girls
absolutely loved creating their own kites

JCRS Hanukkah Gift Program

Tennessee or Texas.

Each child or youth receives eight
small gifts, one for each night of Ha-
nukkah. Gifts are selected and assigned
to applicants as early as June. Families
indicate on the gift application their
children’s general interests.

For Hanukkah 2020, and now Ha-
nukkah 2021, the COVID crisis has
impacted the Hanukkah Gift Program.
Until the COVID crisis completely
ends, and JCRS can resume its annual
volunteer-driven, fall community-wide,
Greater New Orleans gift-wrapping
event, the gifts will be shipped to fami-
lies unwrapped.

Since Hanukkah 2021 begins on No-
vember 28, and the gifts will arrive to
family homes unwrapped, JCRS will
begin shipping the unwrapped gifts in
early November. These are all additional

reasons to apply now, if you want your
family to participate in this program.

Applicants can apply by finding the
link to the application on the JCRS web-
site, under the Oscar J. Tolmas Hanuk-
kah Gift Program at www.jcrs.org.

For Hanukkah 2020, the Oscar J. Tol-
mas Hanukkah Gift Program provided
gift sets to 250 Jewish youth and 25
adults in specialized care and/or state
hospitals. Thousands of gifts were pur-
chased, sorted and shipped to children,
youth and institutionalized adults. Many
families also received department store
gift cards in addition to gifts.

There is not a financial means test to
qualify for gifts, and the online applica-
tion is not lengthy, but the brief applica-
tion must be filled out for each child in
order to establish age and gift interests,
as well as the best family contact infor-

and were able to fly them on the MJCC
fields soon after making them — instant
gratification,” said Farryl Silver, mom to
Aurora, Prezly and Sutton. “They didn’t
want to leave the event, especially after
the sugar from the Kona Ice snow cones
kicked in.”

“As we learn to navigate a new nor-
mal, and as we continue to safely ven-
ture outside, may we remember, though
some of these experiences may feel dif-
ferent, you’re not alone in navigating
how you can reconnect with families
and friends,” said Miriam Roochvarg,
engagement associate of Jewish Com-
munity Partners, the managing agency
of Memphis Jewish Federation, which
operates PJ Library in Memphis. “We
will continue to work on making it a
sweet and meaningful experience, for
you and your little ones. Until next time,
have a nice summer!”

The PJ Library of Memphis Facebook
page is in an excellent resource for plan-
ning and finding informal get-togethers
happening over the summer and beyond.

If your child is not already enrolled
in PJ Library, a free program that sends
Jewish-themed books to children from
0-12 years every month, we hope you’ll
sign them up at https://pjlibrary.org/en-
roll-in-a-community. If you have ques-
tions, please email Miriam at mrooch-
varg@jcpmemphis.org. HW

mation.

To donate to this wonderful program,
contact ned@jcrs.org.

JCRS is located at 3500 North Cause-
way Blvd, #1120, Metairie, LA 70002.
For more information about this and other
programs, visit, www.jcrs.org, call 1-800-
729-5277 or email info@jcrs.org. HW

Hanukkah gifts provided by JCRS
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Biden administration supports replenishing Iron Dome after Gaza conflict

By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) — A Biden ad-
ministration official said the U.S. gov-
ernment supports restocking Israel’s
Iron Dome anti-missile system after it
was depleted by last month’s conflict
with Hamas in Gaza.

Dozens of House members from both
parties have said they would push Con-
gress to appropriate funds to replenish
the system should Israel make the re-
quest. Israel’s defense minister, Benny
Gantz, was here on Thursday reportedly
seeking $1 billion for Iron Dome.

In addition to Iron Dome funding, the
acting assistant secretary of state for
Near Eastern affairs, Joey Hood, said
Wednesday that the Biden administra-
tion also would seek “equality” for the
Palestinians. President Joe Biden sepa-
rately told Gantz on Thursday that the
United States expects Israel to ease the
entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza.

“During the conflict, we saw the Iron
Dome system, which our nations devel-
oped together, save the lives of count-
less civilians,” Hood said Wednesday at

an online forum organized by the Israel
Policy Forum, a pro-Israel group that
advocates for a two-state outcome. “The
president is clear about this administra-
tion’s support for replenishing the sys-
tem for Israel’s ability to defend itself in
the future.”

Hood’s statement came a day be-
fore the one-day visit by Gantz, who
was meeting with his U.S. counterpart,
Lloyd Austin, along with Secretary
of State Antony Blinken and National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan. Axios
reported this week on the $1 billion re-
quest by Gantz.

Rep. Josh Gottheimer, D-N.J., who is
Jewish, spearheaded a letter to Austin
urging him to fulfill any such request.

“We ask that you continue urgently
engaging with Israel on this request,
and that you please report to Congress
regarding Israel’s needs as soon as pos-
sible,” said the letter, which was signed
by 55 House members of both parties.

It noted that in 2014 after an Isra-
el-Hamas war, Congress appropriated
funds to replenish Iron Dome, and said

it was ready to do so again.

“Please work closely with Congress
to expeditiously fulfill this request,” the
letter said.

At least one member of a vocal cohort
of left-wing Democrats who want Biden
to cut aid to Israel said she would op-
pose any such appropriation.

“My colleagues are rushing to give
the Israeli military another billion dol-
lars to fund apartheid, meanwhile our
education system, our health care sys-
tem, our housing system all remain
underfunded,” Rep. Cori Bush, D-Mo.,
said on Twitter. “Our communities need
that $1 billion. Send it to us instead.”

Hamas fired about 4,500 rockets into
Israel during the conflict last month,
with about 1,500 heading for built-up
areas. Iron Dome intercepted more than
90% of the rockets headed for those ar-
eas.

The Biden administration in its Is-
rael-related rhetoric has moved to em-
phasize “equality” for the Palestinians.
Hood in his statement to the Israel Poli-
cy Forum mentioned equal treatment for

the Palestinians at least three times.

“The United States supports equal
measures of security opportunity and
dignity for Israelis and Palestinians
alike,” he said.

Sullivan said in a statement after
meeting with Gantz that he had “high-
lighted the importance of ensuring that
immediate humanitarian aid is able to
reach the people of Gaza.”

“The Biden administration is deter-
mined to restore aid to the Palestinians
that President Donald Trump had all but
cut to zero,” he said.

Hood also called on Israel and the Pal-
estinians to avoid provocations, among
them settlement building and paying
compensation to families of terrorists.

“We believe it’s critical for Israelis
and Palestinians to refrain from steps
that exacerbate tensions and undercut
efforts to advance a negotiated two-state
solution such as annexation of territory,
settlement activity, demolitions, incite-
ment to violence and providing com-
pensation for individuals imprisoned for
acts of terrorism,” he said. HW

White House science advisor Eric Lander sworn in on Pirkei Avot published in

1492

By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) — When Eric Lander was sworn
last Wednesday as the White House’s
first-ever Cabinet-level science advisor,
the geneticist also made Jewish histo-
ry — by taking his oath of office on a
500-year-old copy of a Jewish text filled
with ethical precepts.

Lander chose a 1492 edition of Pirkei
Avot from the Library of Congress” hold-
ings after searching for a swearing-in
volume that reflected his Jewish and
professional values, he told Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris at the ceremony.

“It means a lot to me about why we’re

all here doing this work,” he said.

The geneticist, who has taken leave
from positions at Harvard University
and the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, told Religion News Service that
he had convened a family meeting to
brainstorm books. The family homed in
on the Jewish concept of tikkun olam, or
“repairing the world,” that has come to
represent social justice for many Amer-
ican Jews.

That thought led Lander to the Mish-
nah, the text compiling early rabbinic
discussions of how to apply Jewish law
in everyday life. And from there he land-
ed on one section, Pirkei Avot, that con-
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tains a precept that he said reflects his
personal and professional beliefs: “It’s
not required that you complete the work,
but neither may you refrain from it.”

The particular volume of Pirkei Avot
that Lander identified was published in
Naples in 1492, a time when Jews were
finding refuge there after being kicked
out of Spain during the Inquisition.
He said during his ceremony that a re-
searcher only discovered that the text
was that old about 10 years ago.

“The world has experimented with in-
tolerance, with the view that everybody
has to think like I think, worship like I
worship,” Lander told Religion News

Service. “(But) the world experimented
in 1492 with tolerance — with the idea
that we would have a diversity of people
and perspectives. I think the lessons of
the 1492 era are lessons for today: com-
ing together and making our diversity an
incredible asset for this country going
forward.”

Lander is not the first official to be
sworn in using a unique Jewish text
this year. Georgia Sen. Jon Ossoff took
his oath of office in January on a Bible
owned by the longtime rabbi of his fam-
ily’s Atlanta synagogue who decades
ago forged an alliance between Black
and Jewish Georgians. HW
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This is a question
we hear frequently.

In most cases, pruning a tree

every 3-5 years is ideal. For others,
it’s every 2 years. That said, this big
window doesn’t even apply to all
trees—some need more TLC,

and others need less.

OUR ADVICE:

Tap Mister Tree Service

to create a care plan
for your trees!




