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“It is with great excitement to announce 
that Baron Hirsch has hired a wonderful 
young couple to be our new youth direc-
tors,” said Baron Hirsch President Mary 
Trotz.  “Dina and Eitan Selter, a dynamic 

team with a strong background in youth 
and communal work, have accepted our 
offer and have been approved unani-
mously by our Board of Trustees.”

Dina and Eitan grew up in the Unit-

ed States, both as children of clergy in 
their respective shuls. Among many 
other accomplishments, Dina has 
been a program director and advisor 
for Shaalavim for Women and holds a 
master’s degree in Social Work. Eitan 
worked for years in Camp Nesher, be-
coming one of the top camp administra-
tors. Dina and Eitan both made Aliya, 
met and married in Israel and began 
building a family. Eitan has advanced 
training in civil engineering, and un-
til recently has worked for the Israeli 
Army in that field. Before entering the 
next stage of their professional lives in 
Israel, the Selters expressed the desire 
to come to the United States on shlichut 
for two years to contribute to a commu-
nity, and a connection was made with 
leaders at Baron Hirsch.

The Selters will arrive in Memphis 
in mid-August and immediately as-
sume their duties. As youth directors, 
the Selters will be responsible for or-
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ganizing and managing youth activi-
ties on every level – from tots through 
high school. They will be instrumental 
in re-igniting the synagogue’s youth de-
partment as it comes out of COVID-19. 
Members can expect to see revitalized 
Shabbat morning programming on all 
levels, Shabbat afternoon programming, 
and a strong youth component to ev-
ery holiday and special activity hosted 
throughout the year.

The Selters are excited to be involved 
with the synagogue’s young profession-
als and to help them as the new pro-
gramming year begins.

“We are so excited to join the Baron 
Hirsch community and to begin leading 
educational and exciting programs in an 
informal learning environment,” said 
Dina.

Eitan added, “We hope to create an 
environment that will allow participants 
to grow in a meaningful way and to 
deepen their love for Judaism.” HW

Tigers add Basketball Hall of Famer Larry Brown to coaching staff
Memphis Tigers head coach Penny 

Hardaway has announced the addition of 
Naismith Basketball Hall of Famer Larry 
Brown to his staff as an assistant coach.

Brown, who is the eighth-winningest 
coach in NBA history, is the only head 
coach to win both an NCAA national 
championship (University of Kansas, 
1988) and an NBA championship (De-
troit Pistons, 2004) in his career. He 
was enshrined in the Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 2002.

Brown is also the recipient of the 2021 
Chuck Daly Lifetime Achievement 
Award, presented annually by the Na-
tional Basketball Coaches Association. 
Furthermore, he is the only head coach 
in NBA history to lead eight different 
teams to the playoffs. Coach Brown was 
inducted into the International Jewish 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1990.

“Coach Brown is a legend, and his 
basketball knowledge is truly amazing,” 
Hardaway said. “I could not be more 
thrilled to add someone of his caliber 
to our program. Ever since I played for 
him with the Knicks, I have soaked up 
his wisdom every chance I could. He 
will make a tremendous impact on our 
student-athletes and everyone within 
our program.”

In 26 seasons as NBA head coach, 
Brown won 1,098 games and made the 
playoffs 18 times to go along with eight 
50-win seasons, three conference cham-
pionships and the 2004 title as head 
coach of the Pistons. He was the 2000-
01 NBA Coach of the Year with the 
Philadelphia 76ers, where he coached 
NBA Player of the Year Allen Iverson 
and led the 76ers to their best record 

Credit: SMU Athletics

since 1984-85 at 56-26. Hardaway and 
Brown’s longstanding relationship dates 
back to when Brown coached Hardaway 
on the 2005-06 New York Knicks team.

Brown spent seven seasons on the 
collegiate level during the 1980s, two at 
UCLA and five at Kansas, leading his 
squads to three Final Four appearanc-
es and one NCAA title. He was named 
Naismith College Coach of the Year in 
1988.

Brown also has two Olympic Gold 
Medals (1964, player; 2000, assistant 
coach) and one bronze medal (2004, 
head coach).

Most recently, Brown was the head 
coach at SMU from 2012-16, where he 
went 94-39 in four seasons with two 
postseason trips. He was the head coach 
of Auxilium Torino in Italy’s Lega Bas-
ket Serie A in 2018.

Brown began his coaching career in 
the ABA, where he led the Carolina 
Cougars from 1972-74 before taking 
the helm in Denver for two seasons. He 
continued with the Nuggets following 
their move to the NBA in 1976-77 be-
fore moving on to coach UCLA for two 
seasons. There, he led a freshman-dom-
inated team to the 1980 NCAA title 
game before falling to Louisville.

After two years with the NBA’s New 
Jersey Nets, Brown began his tenure at 
Kansas in 1983, where he went 135-44 
in five seasons, leading the Jayhawks to 
the 1988 NCAA Championship, Kansas’ 
first National Championship in 36 years.

Brown played collegiately at North 
Carolina under legends Frank McGuire 
and Dean Smith and served as an assistant 
coach at North Carolina from 1965-67. 

Larry Brown By the Numbers
• 42 Seasons as a Head Coach
• NBA Championship (Detroit, 2004)
• NCAA National Championship 
   (Kansas, 1988)
• Three ABA Coach of the Year Awards  
   (Carolina, 1972-73; Denver, 1974-75;  
   Denver, 1975-76)
• NBA Coach of the Year Award 
   (Philadelphia, 2001)
• NCAA Coach of the Year Award     
  (Kansas, 1988)
• 10-Time NBA Coach of the Month
• 4 ABA Playoffs
• 18 NBA Playoffs
• 8 NCAA Tournaments
• 3 Final Fours
• 3 NBA Conference Finals
• 3 NBA Finals

The Tigers won the 2021 NIT cham-
pionship and finished the 2020-21 sea-
son with a 20-8 record. The 20-win sea-

son last year was Memphis’ fourth in a 
row, including all three seasons under 
Hardaway. The Tigers are one of just 14 
schools in the nation with four-straight 
20-win seasons to their credit.

Hardaway has won 63 games in three 
seasons as Tigers head coach, which is 
the third-most among 50 head coaches 
hired before the 2018-19 season.

The Tigers are slated to return three of 
their top-five scorers from a season ago 
in Landers Nolley II (13.1 ppg), DeAn-
dre Williams (11.7 ppg) and Lester Qui-
nones (9.5 ppg). Expected to join the trio 
and the rest of the returning players are 
newcomers John Camden (F, 6-8, Wolfe-
boro, N.H.), Chandler Lawson (F, 6-8, 
University of Oregon), Johnathan Law-
son (F, 6-6, Memphis, Tenn.), Josh Mi-
nott (G, 6-9, Boca Raton, Fla.), Sam Onu 
(C, 6-11, Malvern, Pa.) and Earl Timber-
lake (G, 6-6, University of Miami). HW
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Memphis Candlelighting Time

Temple Israel volunteers gleaning fresh produce donated to Plough 
Towers from the Agricenter Farmer’s Market.

By Harleen Tague
When we think of the month of 

July, we think of Independence Day. 
We think of freedom, not only for our 
country, but for ourselves. Summer is 
freedom: summer vacations, traveling, 
flowers blooming, fresh fruits and veg-
etables growing, wearing less clothing 
in warmer weather. Summer gives us 
a sense of freedom from worry. And 
for those residents who are vaccinated, 
masks are not required to be worn in-
side the Towers.  However, those who 
have not been vaccinated, must please 
continue to wear a mask inside.

With the pandemic improving and 
98% of the residents vaccinated, MIFA 
will resume the congregant meals on 
July 12. Residents are invited to come to 
the dining area to enjoy the Scheidt-Ho-
henberg MIFA Kosher Hot Lunch Pro-
gram from 11:30-12 p.m. Opening the 
dining room so residents can eat togeth-
er is a sure sign of improving times.

Book Club returns in person in Sep-
tember with folks eager to read and 
discuss. Book suggestion are welcome. 

Exercise continues in the dining room 
on Wednesdays at 9:45 a.m.

Shopping trips to Aldi’s, Kroger, Wal-
green’s and Walmart have begun and 
– if everything goes according to plan 
– lunch and dinner outings will resume 
in August.

The computer center is busy, espe-
cially with new Apple computers thanks 
to the Butler Snow Foundation. And, 
thanks to Creative Aging of the Mid-
South, there are 25 iPads to loan to res-
idents. The Tower’s computer instructor 
Leslie Kornberg is available to assist. 
There are also a couple of board mem-
bers who have trained to teach residents 
how to use the Memphis Public Library 
Application: LIBBY.

While the pandemic is still preva-
lent, screening of all people entering 
the doors will continue. Adult volun-
teers, visitors, and family are welcome 
to Plough Towers to help with resident 
activities. Please visit ploughtowers.org 
for more information on the myriad of 
activities provided to all residents. HW

The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning 
partners with the MJCC

The Memphis Jewish Community 
Center, in partnership with the Florence 
Melton School of Adult Jewish Learn-
ing, is offering “Ancient Values and 
Modern Times, Stories of Embracing 
the Other.” The four-session program 
will be held each Thursday at 7 p.m. 
from July 29 through August 18. Par-

ticipants will learn online with Rabbi 
Adam Schaffer of the Florence Melton 
School of Adult Jewish Learning.

Welcoming guests is an important 
Jewish value, one that is highlighted 
through Sukkot but is found throughout 
our tradition. The class will explore this 
value and how it can be expanded to the 

communal and national sphere. There 
will also be an opportunity to discover 
how Jews have both received and given 
to those in times of need and how com-
munities can embody the value of wel-
coming the guest.

The Florence Melton School of Jew-
ish Learning is the largest pluralistic 

adult Jewish education network in the 
world, with 50 Melton communities 
throughout the United States, Cana-
da, Australia and South Africa. More 
than 50,000 learners have experienced 
Melton’s professionally developed cur-
riculum and lively interactive classes. 
Through classes (both in-person and 
online) and travel seminars, Melton 
learners find Jewish texts and ideas ac-
cessible and relevant to their lives. They 
become part of a worldwide movement 
of committed learners who are empow-
ered to enrich Jewish life.

The MJCC’s Director for Jewish Liv-
ing and Learning, Lauren Taube stat-
ed, “We are thrilled join Melton in this 
online collaboration, which is a unique 
opportunity to bring world-class Melton 
courses to the Memphis Jewish com-
munity. Through this virtual platform, 
participants will connect with fellow 
learners in Memphis and throughout the 
world.”

The class will be offered on a slid-
ing scale fee, making it affordable for 
all community members. If you would 
like more information on “Ancient Val-
ues and Modern Times, Stories of Em-
bracing the Other” through the Melton 
School, visit www.jccmemphis.org/ju-
daicstudies. HW
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(JNS) – The Israeli company Water-
gen has implemented a pilot project, 
installing a GEN-M water generator at 
Rocky Ridge Gas & Market (RRGM) in 
the Hard Rock community of the Nava-
jo Nation.

It was facilitated by store owner 
Germaine Simonson, Tó Nizhóní Ání 
(TNA), StandWithUs, Bright Path 
Strong (BPS) and 4D Products & Ser-
vices (4D), in coordination with Arlan-
do Teller, former Arizona state repre-
sentative and current deputy assistant 
secretary for tribal affairs for the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. Arizona 
State Rep. Alma Hernandez (LD3) as-
sisted with the launch of this joint effort 
as well.

Watergen’s innovative technology 
creates high-quality drinking water from 
the air. This project aims to address the 
lack of access to clean drinking wa-
ter within the Hard Rock community. 
According to recent estimates, nearly 
10,000 families across Navajo Nation 
lack access to running water.

Nicole Horseherder, executive direc-
tor of Tó Nizhóní Ání, said: “We live 
in a region in which drinking-water 
sources have been compromised by coal 
mining. Any way to mitigate the need 
for water while the aquifers recover is 
critical.”

TNA worked with Germaine Simon-
son and Marvin “Callo” James, owners 
at RRGM to prepare the site and install 

the electrical hardware needed to oper-
ate the GEN-M.

Teller said, “Tó ííná át’é. In translation: 
‘Water Is Life.’ Ms. Germaine Simonson 
and Ms. Nicole Horseherder have led 
this community-based effort to assure in-
stallation of this machine is operable and 
servicing community members.”

Max Samarov, executive director of 
research and strategy at StandWithUs, 
said “this partnership is an opportunity 
to engage with Israel and help ensure 
that Watergen technology reaches com-
munities that need it most.”

BPS board member Dennis Hendricks 
explained that “access to clean drinking 
water has long been a threat to many 
Native American communities, and the 
onslaught of climate change is acceler-
ating this challenge. Bright Path Strong 
is grateful for the opportunity to partner 
with Watergen to bring their life-giving 
technology to help alleviate this need 
within tribal communities—areas where 
some of the most vulnerable reside.”

The GEN-M produces up to 211 gal-
lons of purified drinking water per day, 
depending on climate conditions. Wa-
tergen, 4D and TNA will monitor its ef-
fectiveness in the Hard Rock Communi-
ty, and then evaluate whether it can help 
other communities within the Navajo 
Nation.

Watergen and StandWithUs are work-
ing together on additional projects in-
side and outside the United States. For 
StandWithUs, the partnership is at the 
center of a larger initiative called Con-
nect for Progress. HW

Coalition brings Israeli water technology 
to Hard Rock community in Navajo Nation

The Israeli company Watergen has implemented a pilot project, installing 
a GEN-M water generator at Rocky Ridge Gas & Market (RRGM) in the 
Hard Rock community of the Navajo Nation.                      Credit: Courtesy.
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U.S. criticizes 
Israel over 
‘punitive’ 
demolition 
of terror 
suspect’s 
home

(JNS) – The U.S. Embassy in Jeru-
salem censured Israel last Thursday for 
demolishing an accused terrorist’s home 
earlier in the day.

Israel destroyed the building despite 
a request from the United States not to 
do so on the basis that the accused holds 
U.S. citizenship, Channel 13 reported. 
Overnight, early Palestinian reports said 
Israeli forces had entered the town of 
Turmus Ayya near Ramallah to destroy 
the home. Those reports were later con-
firmed by an IDF spokesman.

Some 200 Palestinian rioters threw 
stones and launched fireworks at the 
IDF forces carrying out the demolition, 
according to the report.

“We believe it is critical for all par-
ties to refrain from unilateral steps that 
exacerbate tensions and undercut efforts 
to advance a negotiated two-state solu-
tion. This certainly includes the punitive 
demolition of Palestinian homes. As we 
stated numerous times, the home of an 
entire family should not be demolished 
for the actions of one individual,” the 
U.S. Embassy said in a statement.

Muntasir Shalabi, 44, is accused of 
killing 19-year-old yeshiva student Ye-
huda Guetta in a drive-by shooting on 
May 2 at the Tapuach Junction in Judea 
and Samaria. Two others, Benia Peretz 
and Amichai Chala, were also injured in 
the attack, Peretz seriously.

According to the indictment brought 
against Shalabi in the Judea Military 
Court, “The defendant drove his wife to 
her parents’ house and returned home, 
took a gun and filled the magazine with 
live rounds. He took dozens more addi-
tional bullets, put the magazine in the 
gun and charged it so he would be ready 
to fire. He put the gun on the seat and 
covered it with a prayer rug.”

Shalabi then allegedly arrived at the 
Tapuach Junction and saw Guetta and 
the others waiting at a bus stop. Accord-
ing to the indictment, he opened fire 
from his car, shouting “Allahu Akbar,” 
and continued firing until the barrel of 
his gun exploded.

Four days later, Israeli security forces 
tracked Shalabi down to a hiding place 
in a village east of Ramallah.

In June, the Israeli military issued a 
demolition order against the Shalabi 
home in Turmus Ayya.

On June 23, Israel’s Supreme Court 
rejected an appeal by Shalabi’s family 
to overturn the demolition order on the 
grounds that constituted collective pun-
ishment. HW

The Israel Defense Forces 
demolishes the home of accused 
terrorist Muntasir Shalabi in the 
village of Turmus Ayya, July 8, 
2021.          Credit: Twitter.

“The home of an entire family should 
not be demolished for the actions of 
one individual,” said the U.S. Embas-
sy in Jerusalem.
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This article originally appeared on 
The Nosher.

Many home cooks this past year, in 
an Instagram-inspired spirit, upped their 
challah-baking game with new braiding 
patterns, interesting flavors and vibrant 
colors. Yet it was a more standard ingre-
dient that unwittingly connected many 
to their roots.

If you used Fleischmann’s yeast for 
your challah, you leavened your dough 
with the essence of American Jewry.

The Fleischmann family’s story 
echoes the experience of many other 
immigrant Jews. They built on their ex-
perience from Europe, using it to fully 
integrate into American society. With-
out routines to hinder them, innovative 
business practices brought them suc-
cess. Finally, they used their power to 
benefit their community.

Hungarian brothers Charles and 
Max Fleischmann were part of the 
mid-19th-century wave of Central Eu-
ropean Jews arriving in America. They 
settled in Cincinnati where they became 
yeast manufacturers in 1868. Charles had 
learned the process in Prague and Vien-

How Fleischmann’s yeast built the Jewish Catskills
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na, eventually overseeing production on a 
noble’s estate. The origin tale of Charles 
bringing a single vial of pure yeast to 
America is likely fabrication, but he 
probably did see America’s poor-quality 
baked goods as a business opportunity.

Soon, the Fleischmanns were mass 
producing pressed cakes of yeast. Many 
claim theirs was the first commercially 
produced version of this product. But 
while Charles did hold some production 
patents in America, the main steps were 
invented decades earlier in Vienna. His 
genius lay not in inventing a new prod-
uct, but in its clever distribution and 
marketing techniques.

The compressed yeast could only sur-
vive a few days, so reaching customers 
quickly became essential. Cincinnati 
was a hub of transportation routes, and 
Fleischmann’s also built a network of 
production and distribution centers in 
order to reach most of the country. De-
livery improved in the 1880s with the 
invention of refrigerated railcars.

With supply taken care of, howev-
er, demand for the unfamiliar product 
lagged. Fleischmann’s had to familiar-

ize America with compressed yeast. Un-
fettered by preconceptions on “proper” 
business practices, Fleischmann’s Yeast 
found out-of-the-box solutions.

Their first major marketing coup 
was at the 1876 Centennial Exhibition 
in Philadelphia, where they featured a 
Vienna Model Bakery to demonstrate 
their product. The fair attracted 10 mil-
lion visitors, many of whom stopped to 
sample the delicious bread. Soon com-
pressed yeast became the preeminent 
solution for home bakers.

Another early marketing effort fea-
tured a promotional cookbook give-
away. Fleischmann’s followed others in 
using this fairly new medium, continu-
ing well into the 20th century. The com-
pany also offered wrapper premiums – 
customers could trade in yeast package 
labels for free kitchen utensils.

But Fleischmann’s most significant 
contribution to consumer marketing was 
in what we now call branding. From the 
start, Charles Fleischmann guarded the 
company’s name and image, zealously 
warning his customers against cheap 
imitators. Fleischmann’s branding was 
so successful that by the late 1920s they 
controlled over 93% of their market.

Fleischmann’s also paralleled other 
Jewish immigrants via their expanding 
product line. In the 2012 book “Jews 
and Booze,” Marni Davis highlights 
the disproportional representation of 
immigrant Jews within American alco-
hol businesses in the late 19th century. 
Within just a few years of starting the 
company, Fleischmann’s added distilled 
spirits to their offerings, using the grain 
alcohol that was a major byproduct of 
yeast production. Adding juniper ber-
ries and other botanicals, they produced 
America’s first distilled gin, with other 
hard liquors soon to follow.

While this all ties the family into 
the American Jewish experience, their 
greatest related legacy is also their least 
recognized. The late 1800s saw prom-
inent antisemitic discrimination aimed 
at wealthy American Jews. More than 
once, the Fleischmanns were denied en-
try at fancy hotels and resorts.

Charles Fleischmann used his 
amassed fortune to beat the antisem-
ites at their own game. Purchasing 60 
acres in Griffin’s Corner, New York, he 
created a resort village specifically for 
Jews. Eventually incorporated as Fleis-
chmanns, New York, the town grew to 
include mansions, summer homes and 
hotels (many with kosher food to ac-
commodate Orthodox customers). 

Fleischmanns was no budget-level 
bungalow colony, either. The luxuri-
ous features included heated swim-
ming pools, a golf course, a deer park, a 
stocked trout pond and an artificial lake 
from which they could harvest ice in the 
winter. This famous resort town launched 
a classic 20th-century Jewish phenome-
non: vacationing in the Catskill Moun-
tains, the so-called Borscht Belt that is 
indelibly linked with American Jewish 
popular culture.

Without Charles Fleischmann’s 
pre-immigration experiences in Europe, 
he might not have started his company, 
and with deeper roots in the country, he 
might never have broken new ground to 
reach success. His family story promi-
nently reflects that of broader American 
Jewry.

Although Fleischmann’s is no longer 
a family-owned company, there may be 
no more appropriate ingredient to put in 
your challah than Fleischmann’s yeast. 
And for an extra dose of Jewish pride, 
have a Fleischmann’s gin and tonic after 
kneading the dough. HW

By Joel Haber
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Gravestones vandalized at 
Jewish cemetery in Baltimore

By Simone Ellin
(Jmore – Baltimore Jewish Living via 

JTA) – More than a dozen headstones 
were discovered vandalized with swas-
tikas over the July 4 weekend at a Jew-
ish cemetery in the Baltimore suburb of 
Dundalk, Md.

“It’s something I’ve never seen in all 
my years of cemetery-going,” said Debo-
rah R. Weiner, a Baltimore Jewish histori-
an who discovered the vandalism at Ger-
man Hill Road Jewish Cemeteries when 
she and a group of fellow Jewish historian 
friends visited the gravesite on July 4.

The cluster of cemeteries are the final 
resting places for members of several 
local congregations, as well as for those 
buried through the Hebrew Orthodox 
Free Burial Society.

In addition to swastikas, vandals also 
defaced a headstone with a tag that ap-
peared to reference Holodomor, the 
1930s famine in Soviet Ukraine that 
killed more than 3 million people. In-
voking Holodomor as a way to target Is-
rael and the Jews has become a growing 
tactic on the far-right, many of whom 
blame Jews for the famine.

Steven Venick, board president of the 
Jewish Cemetery Association of Greater 
Baltimore, said he was “disheartened” 
when he learned of the vandalism, and 
that once he was alerted to it, he had a 
caretaker clean all 13 of the desecrated 
graves last Monday morning.

Venick said he also filed a police re-
port on the incident and would tempo-
rarily be locking the gates to the cem-

etery. The association is also exploring 
an on-demand locking system for the 
gates that would only allow “permitted 
people” inside the cemetery grounds.

“I have been looking after cemeteries 
for nearly 22 years… and do not recall 
any acts like this,” said Venick. “I have 
no idea who would have done some-
thing like this and truly hope this is an 
isolated incident. Cemeteries are sacred 
places where our loved ones are buried, 
and our goal is always to have them 
maintained to the best of our ability.”

The identity of the vandals remains 
unknown at present, Howard Libit, ex-
ecutive director of the Baltimore Jewish 
Council, said.

“Whatever it is, it’s an act of antisem-
itism,” Libit said. “It’s a despicable act 
of hate that cannot be tolerated. We 
have to all stand together against hate. 
We have a community that generally 
respects each other, and fortunately this 
kind of thing is rare. Hopefully, we’ll 
continue to educate people. This is just 
not acceptable.”

Other Jewish cemeteries have been 
vandalized in recent months, includ-
ing the desecration of Jewish graves in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., just prior to the 
2020 election and Jewish headstones 
smashed in Romania and Ukraine ear-
lier this year.

A version of this story originally ap-
peared at Jmore – Baltimore Jewish Liv-
ing. Jmore Editor-in-Chief Alan Feiler 
contributed to this report. HW

More than a dozen headstones were discovered desecrated at the 
German Hill Road Jewish Cemeteries in Dundalk, Md., over the July 4 
weekend.                  Credit: Courtesy of Eric L. Goldstein

Extremist groups are abusing 
tax-exempt status, says ADL 
in new report

This article is reprinted with permis-
sion from the Forward.

Antisemitic, white nationalist and 
insurrectionist organizations are lining 
their pockets with unpaid taxes, accord-
ing to a new report by the Anti-Defama-
tion League released in June.

These groups have established more 
than 30 nonprofit organizations exempt 
from state and federal income and un-
employment taxes, and in some cases, 
property taxes, state income taxes, sales 
taxes and employment taxes, accord-
ing to the report, released by the ADL’s 
Center on Extremism.

“Groups that advance hate and ex-
tremism have been far too successful at 
obtaining tax-exempt status, including 
by potentially misrepresenting the na-
ture of what they do in their filings with 
the IRS,” said the head of the ADL, Jon-
athan Greenblatt, in a letter to the IRS 
last week. “Tax exemption is a privilege 
reserved for organizations that serve the 
public good, not for those that perpetu-
ate hate and violence.”

Organizations like the Oath Keepers 
Educational Foundation, which benefits 
the far-right anti-government group that 
appeared in force at the Jan. 6 Capitol 
insurrection, are able to claim tax-ex-
empt status by apparently misleading 
the IRS in the stated purposes of their 
organizations, masking violent or ex-
tremist activity. For example, the Oath 
Keepers Educational Foundation claims 
it aims to “give veterans an opportunity 
for continued involvement in communi-
ty service,” said the report.

Others, like VDARE – an anti-im-
migrant and white-supremacist website 
that has published work by Kevin Mac-
Donald, an antisemite who has written 
that “Jews won the culture war” – have 
created nonprofits that appear to exist 
for the enrichment of their leaders. The 

VDARE Foundation lists its founder, 
Peter Brimelow, as both a director and 
an officer, and as an independent con-
tractor rather than as an employee of the 
foundation – and he was paid $345,364 
in 2019, according to the report.

The affiliated nonprofit for the Amer-
ican Freedom Defense Initiative, an Is-
lamophobic group infamous for its in-
flammatory public transit ads, reported 
a net loss of $220,009 in 2019, while the 
president, Pamela Geller, reported more 
than $257,760 in compensation, said the 
report.

The IRS forbids personal enrichment: 
“A section 501(c)(3) organization must 
not be organized or operated for the ben-
efit of private interests, such as the cre-
ator or the creator’s family, shareholders 
of the organization, other designated in-
dividuals, or persons controlled directly 
or indirectly by such private interests.”

Some groups also appear to have used 
their nonprofits as loan pools for inter-
ested parties – for example, the Ameri-
can Freedom Law Center, whose found-
er suggested making Islam Illegal and 
deporting Muslims and “non-Western, 
non-Christian people,” gave both its 
co-presidents loans, one for $100,000 
and the other for $5,666, said the report.

Not featured in the report are other 
benefits allowed to tax-exempt orga-
nizations: Payroll Protection Program 
loans during the pandemic.

For example, the American Freedom 
Law Center got $63,634 and Proclaim-
ing Justice to the Nations, an anti-Mus-
lim group, received $56,391.

In January, Ron Wyden, a Democrat 
from Oregon and the chairman of the 
Senate’s finance committee, asked the 
IRS to look into which tax-exempt orga-
nizations were “directly involved in plan-
ning or inciting the Capitol insurrection.”

Molly Boigon is an investigative re-
porter at the Forward. HW

By Molly Boigon

(JNS) – Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh made the false 
claim on June 29 that “there is no con-
nection between Israelis and the Jews;” 
rather, they are “Khazar Jews” who con-
verted to Judaism in the sixth century 
C.E.

The Hebrews, the Jews and the Israe-
lis are not the same thing,” he said, ac-
cording to a report by MEMRI.

“Furthermore, the Israelis … Israel is 
Jacob. The Israelites are the sons of Ja-
cob, [and] 1,300 years separated Jacob 
and the Prophet Moses. Therefore, 1,300 
years separate the Israelis and Judaism. 
So, there is no connection between the 
Israelis and the Jews,” he said.

“This issue requires research,” he add-
ed, noting that “there are many sources 
and books about the Khazar Jews.”

Shtayyeh made these remarks in a 
public address aired last week on Pal-
estine TV, the Palestinian Broadcasting 
Company.

“What did [Austro-Hungarian Jew-
ish journalist Theodor] Herzl write to 
[former British Prime Minister Arthur] 
Balfour? He said: ‘Do you want us to 
be a ‘function’ state for the protection 
of Britain’s interests in the Middle East 
and in the Suez Canal? We are prepared 
to be a ‘function’ state.’” HW

Palestinian prime minister: 
No connection exists 
between Israelis and Jews
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(JNS) – Former Labor Party leader and 
Jewish Agency chairman Isaac Herzog 
was sworn in as Israel’s 11th president 
last Wednesday, saying he would work 
to repair divisions within Israeli society.

The ceremony took place at the Knes-
set in Jerusalem and marked the end of 
Reuven Rivlin’s seven-year term.

The 60-year-old son of the sixth pres-
ident of Israel, Chaim Herzog, also 
served as the country’s ambassador to 
the United Nations.

He was sworn in using the same 
107-year-old Torah that his father used, 
which has long been in the family.

In his inauguration speech, Herzog 
pronounced that he will be a “presi-
dent for all” while warning that Israel’s 
“common ethos and shared values are 
more fragile than ever.”

He said that “baseless hatred, polar-
ization and division are exacting a very 
heavy price … the heaviest price is the 

erosion of our national resilience. My 
mission, the goal of my presidency, is to 
do everything to rebuild hope.”

In his parting speech, Rivlin also 
urged Israelis to come together as one 
and rebuild civilian unity.

“The Jewish state is not something to 
be taken for granted. A democratic state 
is not something to be taken for grant-
ed,” he said. “And there will be no Israel 
if it is not democratic and Jewish, Jew-
ish and democratic, in the same breath.”

Herzog will not formally move into 
the president’s residence until after the 
observance of Tisha B’Av (July 17-18), 
the saddest day on the Jewish calendar, 
which is marked by a 25-hour fast. He is 
respecting the period of three weeks be-
tween 17 Tammuz and the ninth of Av, 
which is a time of mourning for the de-
struction of the ancient First and Second 
Temples, as well as other devastating 
events in Jewish history. HW

Isaac Herzog sworn in as 
Israel’s 11th president

Newly elected Israeli president Isaac Herzog during his swearing-in 
ceremony at the Knesset in Jerusalem, on July 7, 2021. 
            Credit: Yonatan Sindel/Flash90.

Why were dinosaur-era shark 
teeth found in Jerusalem dig?

By Jon Schiller

A prehistoric shark tooth found in Jerusalem’s City of David. 
                    Credit: Omri Lernau.

(Israel21c via JNS) – Scientists at Je-
rusalem’s City of David happened upon 
an unusual finding recently, when they 
discovered an ancient cache of 29 shark 
teeth while excavating the basement of a 
2,900-year-old home on the site.

Strangely enough, the teeth are mil-
lions of years older than the house, dat-
ing from the dinosaur era.

Even stranger, these teeth had no 
business being anywhere near ancient 
Jerusalem, which is at least 80 kilome-
ters away from the nearest fossils of the 
same age.

“These fossils are not in their origi-
nal setting, so they have been moved,” 
said Thomas Tuetken, the lead research-
er from the University of Mainz. “They 
were probably valuable to someone; we 
just don’t know why.”

The researchers initially assumed that 
the shark teeth were remains of food, in-
cluding fish bones they found, dumped 
nearly 3,000 years ago.

But when they submitted their paper 
to Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution, 
one reviewer pointed out that one of the 
teeth could only have come from a Late 
Cretaceous shark that had been extinct 
for at least 66 million years.

That finding sent the team back to 
the samples. Measuring organic matter, 
elemental composition and the crystal-
linity of the teeth confirmed that their 
chemical composition indicates an age 
of roughly 80 million years. Indeed, all 
29 shark teeth found were Late Creta-
ceous fossils – contemporary with di-
nosaurs.

The current working hypothesis is 
that the teeth were brought together by 
collectors. There are no wear marks in-
dicating that they were used as tools, 
and no drill holes to indicate that they 
may have been jewelry.

“We know that there is a market for 
shark’s teeth even today, so it may be 
that there was an Iron Age trend for col-
lecting such items,” said Tuetken.

The team has since found more shark 
teeth fossils in other parts of Israel and 
ancient Judea, strengthening the hypoth-
eses that these teeth were collectables.

“This was a period of riches in the Ju-
dean Court,” said Tuetken. “However, 
it’s too easy to put two and two together 
to make five. We’ll probably never real-
ly be sure.”

This article was first published by Is-
rael21c. HW
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Making History for Israel thanks to partnership with Temple Israel, Memphis
History will be made next month 

when the first Reform synagogue in the 
city of Shoham, Israel, is formally ded-
icated. Because the State of Israel does 
not officially recognize any Jewish de-
nominations besides Orthodoxy, Tem-
ple Israel, a global Reform Zionist lead-
er, is helping to mend the growing rift 
between Israel and World Jewry with 
significant support to the remodeling 
and momentous dedication of Kehilat 
Shoham.

Rabbi Micah Greenstein, who chaired 
the Israel Committee of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis and 
was a recent delegate to the World Zi-
onist Congress, has been mentoring Is-
raeli Reform rabbis and congregations 
for decades – including this Reform 

synagogue in Shoham. Greenstein said, 
“When I became a rabbinic mentor to 
the then-student Rabbi Rinat Sefania, I 
promised Rabbi Sefania that if we could 
somehow overcome Orthodox obstruc-
tionists, then I would get on a plane to 
formally dedicate the first non-Orthodox 
synagogue in the city of Shoham’s his-
tory. So that is what I am going to do.”

The historic parallels between Ke-
hilat Shoham and Temple Israel are 
compelling. Temple Israel was the first 
Jewish house of worship in the State of 
Tennessee in the 1800s, just as Kehilat 
Shoham’s building is the first Reform 
synagogue in Shoham in 2021.

“To symbolize our deep and close re-
lationship,” says Greenstein, “we will 
affix the same specially crafted mezu-

Palestinian Authority introduces new 
way for terrorists, families to get cash

(JNS) – The Palestinian Authority an-
nounced a new mechanism last Tuesday 
for disbursing payments to terrorists and 
their families by using ATMs at P.A. post 
offices, according to a report by MEMRI.

Those receiving funds will receive 
cards for withdrawing money from the 
P.A. postal bank using ATM machines.

The change came against the back-
drop of a severe deficit in the P.A. bud-
get, which stood at $417 million in the 
first half of 2021.

It also remains in line with the poli-
cy of P.A. leader Mahmoud Abbas, who 
has repeatedly declared that it the duty 
of the P.A. to compensate terrorists – 

whether in prison, released from prison, 
or injured or killed while carrying out 
terror attacks. In addition, their families 
also receive allowances.

This, he says, is a national and social 
obligation, and will not be stopped de-
spite intense Israeli and international 
pressure to do so.

According to the report, the P.A. at-
tempted to set up a bank separate from the 
existing banking system to avoid Israeli 
penalties by disbursing payments via the 
P.A. postal bank. However, long lines and 
overcrowding at the post office to with-
draw the funds reportedly embarrassed 
the prisoners and their families. HW

zah on the doorpost of Kehilat Shoham 
that is modeled on the holy ark in our 
sanctuary here in Memphis.”

Generous donors from Temple Isra-
el are still matching the generosity of 
Israeli Jews in Shoham who are con-
tributing toward the refurbishment of 
the abandoned building, which is near 
completion. This August, the dilapidat-
ed space will complete its transforma-
tion into a beautiful sanctuary for hun-
dreds of Jewish families and individuals 
who have been waiting for a place to 
call home for over seven years! Further 
connecting the two synagogues, Temple 
Israel member and noted artist, Car-
ol Buchman, is designing two original 
pieces to adorn Kehilat Shoham to make 
it an artistic destination for any visitor 

to Shoham’s only non-Orthodox syna-
gogue.

Recognition of all Jewish denomina-
tions is part of the broader struggle for 
greater equality in Israel between men 
and women, between Jews and Arabs, 
and greater equality for all Jews in all 
places.

“This is not about Reform versus Or-
thodox,” Greenstein said. “It’s about 
the State of Israel being a Jewish State 
for the entirety of the Jewish people – 
with equal opportunity and religious 
equality for all Israelis, not just some. 
How grateful we, at Temple Israel, are 
to be a small part of history in making 
this righteous cause a point of pride for 
Memphis Jewry and the future of Isra-
el-Diaspora relations!” HW

Anti-Israel activists accuse IDF of exploiting disaster in Surfside, Fla.

(JNS) – Anti-Israel activists took to 
social media to accuse the Israel Defense 
Forces of exploiting the collapse of the 
Champlain Towers South in Surfside, Fla.

Rafael Shimunov, a political activist 
from Queens, N.Y., questioned the motives 
of involvement by the Israeli military.

He tweeted: “I really don’t under-
stand the IDF’s involvement in rescue 
attempts of people tragically crushed 
under buildings in Miami. Their exper-
tise is crushing buildings with people in 
them, not rescuing them.”

He added: “As if we don’t have any 
expertise or technology here in the U.S. 
Using these tragic deaths for pro-Isra-
el propaganda is just quite something. 
These forces are literally stepping over 
buildings they crushed with children in 
them to go to Miami and do a PR stunt.”

Pro-Palestinian activist Linda Sarsour 
replied to Shiminov’s tweet with fingers 
pointing downwards in agreement.

A rescue delegation from the IDF’s 
Home Front Command was sent to 
Surfside to assist in the search and re-

covery mission. The delegation arrived 
within 72 hours of the building’s col-
lapse, helping first responders using 3D 
mapping and conducting a humanitari-
an effort to support the families of the 
missing.

B’nai B’rith International was “out-
raged and disgusted” by the tweet and 
retweet from Shimunov and Sarsour.

“This horrific statement comes as 
families are mourning the loss of loved 
ones and hoping for miracles in the 
tragic building collapse that still has 

113 missing in the rubble. The IDF has 
worked tirelessly, as Lt. Col. Oz Gino 
told Hamodia, ‘on the pile as if every-
body is alive,’” wrote B’nai B’rith Inter-
national president Charles O. Kaufman 
and CEO Daniel S. Mariaschin.

“The tweet is not only deeply insensi-
tive but anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic,” 
they continued. “A people that, sadly, 
has had to deal with bombs from Pal-
estinian terrorists is now told it has the 
temerity to help people in Florida based 
on their own tragic experience.” HW

Soldiers with the IDF Home Front Command helping find survivors amid 
the rubble in Surfside, Fla., June 2021. Credit: IDF Home Front Command.
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(JTA) – Public school unions in the 
U.S. are increasingly becoming a hot-
bed of Israel discourse, with the larg-
est teachers’ union becoming the latest 
organized body to deliberate measures 
that censure Israel and support the Pal-
estinian cause.

Members of the National Education 
Association at the group’s annual meet-
ing held last weekend (with President Joe 
Biden and first lady Jill Biden, a longtime 
educator, in attendance) planned to debate 
two items on Israel and the Palestinians 
among the more than 60 items on its virtu-
al agenda. Both sought to make the union 
publicize some measure of support for the 
Palestinians and oppose the actions of the 
Israeli government in the wake of May’s 
outbreak of violence in Israel and Gaza.

The escalation of major debates on 
Israel and the Palestinians within public 

education unions – many spearheaded 
by Jews on either side – has included 
votes in San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and Seattle on whether to support the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement. It’s also ensnared promi-
nent Jewish labor leaders such as Randi 
Weingarten, president of the American 
Federation of Teachers, a longtime BDS 
opponent (and critic of Israel).

Union representatives say it is their 
duty as organized labor bodies to weigh 
in on issues of global import such as Is-
rael, but their dual status as educators 
has contributed to an atmosphere of 
fear and uncertainty among both Jewish 
teachers and parents of Jewish public 
school children in their districts.

Pro-Israel organizations such as Ha-
dassah, StandWithUs and the Zionist 
Organization of America have rallied 

against these proposals, including last 
week’s NEA votes. Hadassah’s national 
president, Rhoda Smolow, told the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency that the group 
searched its own member list to find 
people who may be, or know, NEA del-
egates to encourage them to vote against 
the items. A list of talking points circu-
lated by the pro-Israel groups called the 
items “one-sided, divisive” and “di-
rectly at odds with NEA’s principles of 
inclusivity, diversity, and fostering di-
verse viewpoints.”

Ultimately one of the two items was 
defeated, while the other did not come 
up for a vote before the NEA’s debate 
time for new business items expired at 
the conclusion of the virtual meeting on 
Saturday. A separate item calling for the 
NEA to advocate for mandatory Holo-
caust and genocide education also did 
not have a vote. (Unlike in years past, 
when every new item would be debated, 
this year the NEA restricted debate time 
due to the virtual setting.)

The Conference of Presidents of Ma-
jor American Jewish Organizations, an 
umbrella organization representing doz-
ens of American Jewish groups, issued a 
statement commending the NEA for its 
“rejection” of the items.

“It is important to ensure that our edu-
cators and education system do not take 
actions that could fuel the recent rise in 
antisemitism in the United States,” the 
Presidents Conference said.

Neither NEA item about the Pales-
tinians mentioned the BDS movement, 
which calls for exerting financial pres-
sure on any businesses or organizations 
with ties to the Israeli government. NEA 
bylaws dictate that any resolution call-

ing for a boycott must be referred to the 
union’s executive committee.

But BDS has been in the air as the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict has become a 
flashpoint of the American labor move-
ment, public education unions in partic-
ular.

In May, United Educators of San 
Francisco voted to support BDS – the 
first K-12 teachers’ union in the country 
to do so. Labor historian Jeff Schuhrke, 
who teaches at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago, described the resolution as 
“the most visible support for Palestinian 
people that we’ve seen from the U.S. 
labor movement ever.” Writing in the 
socialist publication Tempest, a UESF 
member said the BDS resolution was 
pushed by their newly formed activist 
caucus within the union.

The Seattle Education Association 
followed suit in June with its own suc-
cessful BDS resolution. The Cholent, 
a newsletter covering Jewish Seattle, 
reported that neither SEA leadership 
nor Seattle Public Schools made any 
announcement about the vote, and that 
union members who advocated for the 
resolution appeared to be associated 
with End the Deadly Exchange Seattle, 
an activist group devoted to ending part-
nerships between U.S. law enforcement 
and Israel.

In September, United Teachers Los 
Angeles will vote on a similar resolu-
tion. Higher-education unions at schools 
such as Rutgers University and the 
City University of New York have also 
held recent votes favorable to the BDS 
movement.

Major teachers’ unions are pushing the pro-
Palestinian cause - and receiving major pushback

Members and supporters of the United Teachers of Los Angeles union 
wave and cheer in a downtown Los Angeles park, Jan. 22, 2019. 
         Credit: Scott Heins/Getty Images
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Teachers...
(Continued From Page 8)

Some Jewish teachers and parents in 
the San Francisco Unified School Dis-
trict have said they felt unsafe after the 
union’s BDS vote. The local Jewish 
Community Relations Council and the 
Anti-Defamation League pushed back 
against the resolution, and Jewish and 
non-Jewish parents expressed their con-
cerns during a San Francisco school 
board meeting on June 8.

In Los Angeles, at least one Jewish 
member of the teachers’ union resigned 
over the pending resolution, saying “I 
feel unsafe as a Jew.”

Other labor unions have also taken 
forceful pro-BDS stances in the weeks 
following the recent violence in the re-
gion. In June, the Vermont State Labor 
Council AFL-CIO voted to endorse a 
statement from Labor For Palestine, 
a pro-BDS group, and in Oakland, the 
local longshoremen’s union sided with 
anti-Israel protesters who blocked an Is-
raeli-owned cargo ship last month.

The Oakland boat boycott was on the 
mind of Tania Kappner, an NEA dele-
gate who teaches high school English in 
the city, when she authored New Busi-
ness Item 29, which pushed the NEA to 
“call on the United States government 
to stop arming and supporting Israel and 
Saudi Arabia.” Israel was committing 
“ethnic cleansing,” the item also said.

The other Israel-related item debat-
ed by the NEA, New Business Item 51, 
sought “to educate members and the 
general public about the history, culture, 
and struggles of Palestinians, including 
the detention and abuse of children in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”

Combined, the two items sought to 
earmark a combined total of $77,000 for 
Palestinian causes, which was revised 
from an earlier sum of $214,920. For a 
vote, an item must be submitted by at 
least 50 delegates, but it doesn’t become 
NEA policy until the formal vote is held.

“I think a lot of people who support 
public education around the nation, in 
the world, are looking to us to take clear 
stands for justice on these international 
issues,” Kappner told JTA. She said she 
is especially passionate about ensuring 
that displaced Palestinians can attain 
refugee status. 

Kappner, who said she is not religious, 
disagrees with critics who say measures 
like hers can foster unsafe environments 
for Jewish educators.

“I think the best way to fight antisem-
itism is to stand up for Palestinian rights 
and equality,” she said. “I think it’s re-
ally important that people stand against 
Zionist policies in order to make sure 
that Israel is not set up as a death trap for 
Jewish people and Palestinian people.”

The two Israel-related items were au-
thored independently of each other, Kap-
pner said, but she said she had been in 
touch with the other author, delegate Ra-
haf Othman of Oak Lawn, Illinois, upon 
realizing they had similar aims. (Othman 
did not respond to an interview request 
from JTA.)

Kappner has proposed many similar 
items at NEA annual meetings in years 
past, according to Jewish labor advo-
cates, and her items usually attract little 
notice or support. But the combination 
of the all-virtual setting, the addition 
of a second pro-Palestinian item to the 
agenda and heightened concerns in the 
Jewish world about recent spikes in an-
tisemitic activity threw this year’s vote 
into greater uncertainty and opened it to 
involvement from outside groups.

Big names in the Jewish world have 
become involved in similar union dis-
putes.

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the An-

ti-Defamation League, has publicly lob-
bied Weingarten to come out against any 
pro-BDS resolutions in AFT-affiliated 
education unions. (The San Francisco 
and Los Angeles unions are AFT- and 
NEA-affiliated; Seattle’s union belongs 
to the latter group.)

Other Jewish and conservative groups 
wanted Weingarten to take more drastic 
measures, such as overturning the res-
olutions in San Francisco and Los An-
geles while implementing antisemitism 
training at the affiliates.

In a June 14 letter to Greenblatt that 
was provided to J. The Jewish News of 
Northern California, Weingarten said 
that while she and the American Feder-
ation of Teachers remained opposed to 
BDS, they would not intervene with pro-
BDS decisions made on the local level.

“We believe strongly in dialogue, 
debate and the free ability to express a 
range of viewpoints,” she wrote, adding 
that “the national union does not over-
ride locals over differences or questions 
of policy.”

For some longtime Jewish labor orga-
nizers, the debate over the resolutions is 
a frustrating reminder that many Jews 
only pay attention to organized labor 
when Israel is involved.

“The Jewish community, unfortunate-
ly, increasingly only looks to unions as a 
source of ‘tsuris’ [grief],” Arieh Lebow-
itz, executive director of the Jewish La-
bor Committee, told JTA. “99.9 percent 
of the work the NEA does has absolutely 
nothing to do with contentious resolu-
tions. But who’s concerned about that?”

Lebowitz also said he is not concerned 
by the spate of BDS votes in education 
unions, as he believes they reflect the 
beliefs of only a small number of ac-
tive union members. He does not think 
teachers in the BDS-supporting local 
chapters “will be looking at Jewish stu-
dents with any suspicion or hostility.”

Nevertheless, Lebowitz and his orga-
nization, which aims to serve as a bridge 
between the organized Jewish and labor 
communities, helped NEA’s Jewish Af-
fairs Caucus oppose the pro-Palestinian 
items.

“There are people within the Jew-
ish community, both organizations and 
individuals, who are very concerned 
about these resolutions,” he said. “They 
think they are part of the floodgate that’s 
opening up.”

That concern was reflected as well 
within the NEA’s Jewish Affairs Cau-
cus, but members were still uneasy 
about the union’s debate spilling over 
into public view.

“It’s a mixed bag,” Patrick Crabtree, 
chair of the caucus, told JTA about the 
newfound attention being paid to the 
union. “What I am glad about is that for 
once, I’m seeing our Jewish NEA mem-
bers finally getting involved.”

Crabtree, a retired teacher and Jew 
by choice who lives in Mobile, Ala-
bama, said the caucus opposed the items 
because it recognized that many of its 
more than 60 members found the lan-
guage antisemitic. Though the caucus 
has successfully lobbied against similar 
resolutions, Crabtree said this year’s de-
bate had the effect of turning off some 
Jewish educators from the NEA.

“A lot of people say ‘I’m not going 
to belong to an organization that doesn’t 
support Jews or Israel,’” Crabree said. 
“Oh, please don’t do that. That’s not 
good for helping anything. Be a part of 
an agent of change, to make it better.”

This story was reported with the help 
of J. The Jewish News of Northern Cal-
ifornia and Emily Alhadeff of The Cho-
lent. HW

Dozens of Jewish groups rally in 
Washington to raise awareness of anti-
Semitism

(JNS) – Dozens of national and local 
Jewish organizations banned together 
for “No Fear: A Rally in Solidarity With 
the Jewish People,” held on July 11 in 
Washington, D.C., to raise awareness 
about growing anti-Semitism in person 
and online.

The rally featured Israeli actress and 
author Noa Tishby; Elisha Wiesel, son 
of the late Holocaust survivor and Nobel 
laureate Elie Wiesel; and Rabbi Jeffrey 
Myers of the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh. Groups from Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and other 
major metropolitan areas attended the 
event on the west side of Capitol Hill.

“As anti-Semitic attacks have become 
more frequent without commensurate 
responses from elected officials or other 
leaders, concern in the Jewish commu-
nity and among our allies has reached 
a fever pitch,” said Melissa Landa, 
director of Alliance for Israel, which 
spearheaded the rally. “In my role as 
the director of a grassroots organization, 
I am contacted by people all over the 

country sharing their experiences with 
anti-Semitism and their frustrations that 
not enough is being done. So, I decided 
to do something about it and call for a 
rally.”

She added that the Sunday gathering 
“represents a broad coalition of orga-
nizations that oppose anti-Semitism – 
crossing religious, racial, political and 
denominational boundaries, bringing 
together all who want their voices to be 
heard in the nation’s capital.”

Among the co-sponsors are the An-
ti-Defamation League, American Jewish 
Committee, B’nai Brith International, 
Jewish National Fund, Hadassah, Israel 
Forever Foundation, the Jewish Feder-
ation of North America, StandWithUs, 
World Jewish Congress of North Amer-
ica, Birthright Israel and the Combat 
Antisemitism Movement.

The Orthodox Union, Rabbinical As-
sembly, United Synagogues of Conser-
vative Judaism, Union for Reform Juda-
ism and dozens of other organizations 
are also lending their support. HW

The National Mall in Washington, D.C.     Credit: Albert Pego/Shutterstock.
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A Heretical View of Tisha B’Av

Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Let’s take a long, hard look at his-
torical reality. Those ex-slaves called 
Israelites have escaped their Egyptian 
prison. And for the first time – like your 
six-year-old toddled off to school alone 
– in a strange, new world – they wan-
dered eventually into Canaan; a land 
full of pagan playmates.

The Almighty, who can see beyond 
the curve of the horizon of time, sees the 
temptations and snares set by the Amal-
akites, Jebusites, Amorites, and Philis-
tines to entrap his people. He lectures 
Israel, his young one, incessantly. He 
seeks to impress them with his power. 
He splits oceans, he creates a constitu-
tion that we call the Chumash, he uses 
pillars of fire and smoke to guide them 
through this sandy deathtrap. He inces-
santly warns them to stay away from 
the idol worshiping heathens of the arid 
wilderness. He obsesses on loyalty be-
cause he is a G-d of morality, while the 
gods of this new world have no interest 
in crime and punishment, mercy and 
justice, mitzvot and goodness.

So what do our primitive ancestors do 
the first time Father Moses leaves them 
unattended? Exactly what the mighty 
G-d of miracles forbade – they build and 
worship with abandon two golden bulls, 
just like their pagan neighbors. Totally 
oblivious to miracles and sermons, they 
worship their inanimate idols. G-d must 
have done a divine double take as he 
glared down from his mountaintop. So 
much for loyalty. Well, good thing I sent 
Moshe with Torah, He’s thinking. But 
maybe it should have been ten books 
instead of ten rules. These people need 
lots of moral guidance.

Sad to say, our misbehavior contin-
ued. We continued to barbecue beasts 
like our neighbors. Prayer? Unheard of. 
Beneficial deeds? Who cares? We con-
tinue to barbecue so our G-d may enjoy 
the fragrance. Our Creator’s nightmare 
comes true. We worship randomly and 

indiscriminately. Dumb and dumber, we 
send scent and smoke heavenward just 
like the Joneses next door. Eventually, 
all this mimicry culminates in the Tem-
ple, which I’ve been trying to get to for 
two pages. The Temple is a giant butch-
er shop – a racket for the Levites and a 
cloud on our history that almost smoth-
ers the real Judaism.

Obviously, we can’t glory in its de-
struction since Jerusalem, too, suffered 
and there was terrible loss of life both 
in the Babylonian and Roman destruc-
tions.

But as our sages say, the fall of a great 
Oak permits sunlight to nourish a thou-
sand new seedlings on the forest floor. 
Destruction often clears the ground for 
follow-on cultural new growth.

The leveling of the Temple took Juda-
ism out of the hands of priests and Lev-
ites and put it in our hearts, put it in our 
home, gave a role to our women. And 
over hundreds of years we – along with 
other religions – dropped the sacrificial 
concept.

High places, sacred groves, granite al-
ters lost their magic. Deeds and morality 
overturned sacrifice. Who needed a tem-
ple? For this invisible G-d is and was a 
warmth in your heart. Indestructible, 
never to be destroyed. Let us worship 
Him instead of feeding him livestock. 
Our prophets chorus this from 700 BC 
on.

And who knew, certainly history 
doesn’t comment. But the watching 
world, seeing our Temple in flames but 
Judaism still alive, learned the same les-
son. So, maybe there’s a bright side to 
Tisha B’Av.

Sometimes in the study of history 
we need to reexamine events and in-
stitutions that have been acceptable for 
millennia of dull tradition – not logic, 
but tradition. Tisha B’Av reminds me 
that one of those icons is our Temple. 
From what we read in the Talmud and 
Chumash, it was the heartbeat of Ju-
daism. Really? An abbatoir drenched 
in the blood of victims – a government 
employment office for Cohans and Lev-
ites. And a shameful identification with 
the customs of our heathen Canaanite 
neighbors – maybe not quite as bad. A 
lamb took the place of your newborn in-
fant. And we disclaimed sexual activity 
to spur crop and livestock propagation. 

Yes, we had the good taste to eliminate 
that. So, let’s not be too hard on our 
forebears. But basically, our Temple 
was little more than an elaboration of 
our neighbor’s primitive habits of wor-
ship. Exactly what our invisible, moral-
ly obsessed G-d in the Chumash told us 
to avoid.

It was based on the oldest superstition 
in the world – Jewish or non-Jewish. Be-
fore you sip your wine, spill a bit on the 
ground from whence it came. The gods 
of fire, earth, wind, and sun and fertility 
need a little graft – a small donation or 
they’d never give us more wine or rib 
steak or lamb chops or bread. The gods 
must be appeased. Furthermore, insist-
ed the heathens, you needed children to 
help you work the land, so on occasion 
you’d murder one of them as the ulti-
mate sacrifice. Such were the beliefs of 
mankind 3,000 to 5,000 years ago.

Don’t open a new business on Tisha 
B’Av – the 9th day of Av. Nothing good 
has ever happened on the 9th of Av. On 
566 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar leveled Sol-
omon’s Temple; on 9 Av 70 AD the Ro-
mans destroyed the second Temple. And 
for goodness sake don’t get married on 
the 9th of Av, either, for obvious rea-
sons. I joke. But it was a fateful date – a 
date drowned in Jewish bloodshed. For 
that we should mourn.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the US, on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

OBITUARIES
David Samuel Friedman

David Samuel Friedman, named for 
his grandfather, was born May 12, 1935, 
in Memphis, Tenn., to the late Marion 
and Edith Friedman.

He was predeceased in death by his 
parents, his son, Michael J. Friedman, 
and his nephew, Michael S. Friedman. 
Survivors include his wife, Shirley; 
brother Les Friedman (Diana); daughters 
Marla Davis (Mitchell) and Sheila Cran-
man (Kevin) and daughter-in-law Emy 
Friedman (the late Michael J.); grand-
children Alyssa Strube (Gavin), Jennifer 
Sunkin (husband Jesse Braddell), Alex 
Friedman, Katherine Cranman, Caroline 
Cranman; great grandsons Joshua Stru-
be and Adam Friedman; and many niec-
es, nephews, and cousins.

Raised in Memphis, he graduated 
from Central High School; studied at 
Vanderbilt and graduated from New 
York University; worked at Alexan-
der’s in New York; and returned home 
to Memphis with his own store, Da-
vid’s. In 1966, he and Shirley bought 
Falkoff’s Men’s shop in Sikeston, Mo. 
He loved running his own business and 
treated every customer like he want-
ed to be treated with personal custom-
er service. David and Shirley worked 
in the store and served the community 
with Falkoff’s Mens Shop until they 
retired in 2012. He taught himself how 
to sew and prioritized customer service, 
including full-service alterations: you 
didn’t walk out if it didn’t fit and make 
you look good. Clients came from great 
distances seeking the variety of products 
and the can-do commitment to find what 
the customers wanted.

In Sikeston, he was active in com-
munity service. In 1996, the Sikeston 
Chamber of Commerce, for which he 
served various roles including Presi-
dent in 1976-77, named him Citizen of 
the Year. He was the recipient of the 
First Annual Small Business of the Year 
Award. In 2011, the Chamber recog-
nized David and Shirley for their out-
standing service to the Sikeston-Miner 
Area. He was involved with the Jay-
cees; synagogue B’nai Israel in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.; and maintained mem-
bership at synagogues Baron Hirsch and 
Beth Sholom in Memphis.

In 2015, David and Shirley re-locat-
ed to Atlanta, Ga., to be closer to their 
daughter, Sheila and her family. He en-
joyed attending events with his grand-
daughters at school and sporting events. 
He was a volunteer with the Jewish 
Family & Career Service’s One Good 
Deed until he was diagnosed with brain 
cancer in 2019, when One Good Deed 
provided a volunteer for him.

The family extends gratitude to ex-
cellent caregivers Dian Maxwell-Schil-
lingford, Melvern Kidd, Juanique 
Carrington, and, as David called her, 
Sergeant Belinda Hill. Donations may 
be made in his memory to the National 
Brain Tumor Society, Weinstein Hos-
pice at the Jewish Life Communities, 
or a charity of your choice. Graveside 
services were held Thurs., July 8, 2021, 
at Beth Sholom Memorial Gardens in 
Memphis. HW

French ambassador criticizes Lebanon’s prime 
minister for domestic ‘mismanagement’

(JNS) – French Ambassador to Leb-
anon Anne Grillo criticized Lebanese 
Prime Minister Hassan Diab, who 
placed blame for his country’s econom-
ic woes on the fragile domestic situation 
and explosions last summer in the capi-
tal city, instead of leadership.

“What is frightening, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, is that today this brutal collapse … 

is the deliberate result of mismanage-
ment and inaction for years,” she said, 
reported Reuters.

“It is not the result of an external 
siege. It is the result of your own re-
sponsibilities, all of you, for years, of 
the political class. This is the reality.”

Diab warned last Tuesday that the 
country is in dire crisis and set to ex-

plode, and called on the international 
community to help.

He said that the populace was running 
out of patience and that “linking Leb-
anon’s assistance to the formation of a 
new government has become a threat to 
the lives of the Lebanese and to the Leb-
anese entity.”

Meanwhile, Qatar announced last 
Tuesday that it would support the Leba-
nese Armed Forces with 70 tons of food 
per month for a year, according to the 
Qatari state news agency QNA.

The aid was announced during the 
visit of Foreign Minister Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani to 
Lebanon. HW

An aerial view of northern Beirut, 
2005.   Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
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In recent times, the combination of a 
pandemic, economic difficulties, politi-
cal unrest, and natural disasters have all 
presented their respective challenges. 
Besides grappling with the near-term ef-
fects of these situations, investors may 
be wondering what effect these events 
could have on their investments. Which 
is why it’s helpful for investors to focus 
on three fundamental actions that could 
help them work toward meeting their in-
vestment goals – know yourself, build a 
plan, and keep an eye on the long term.
Know Yourself

When stocks drop by 20% or more, 
some investors might ignore the drop, 
others might feel the urge to sell, while 
still others might see it as a good time 
to buy. This range of reactions illus-
trates different levels of risk tolerance, 
or how sensitive investors are to market 
volatility. Risk tolerance varies from 
one investor to another, and no level of 
tolerance is considered the “right” lev-
el – there’s only the right risk tolerance 
for each investor. Talking with financial 
advisors or completing online question-
naires can help investors determine their 
risk tolerance.

While understanding your risk toler-
ance is essential, it should not be consid-
ered in isolation. Risk tolerance, goals, 
and time horizon all play a role in set-
ting an investment plan. Investing more 
aggressively may yield more rewards 
but the length of time available for in-
vesting also plays a part. A longer time 
horizon could give investors the poten-
tial for compound growth. And setting 
specific goals can help to determine how 
much an investor should accumulate to 
support their goals.
Build a plan 

Dwight D. Eisenhower may have 

said it best, “Plans are worthless, but 
planning is everything.” Even though a 
plan may need to be modified to adapt 
to changes, the very process of setting a 
plan will help investors to discover and 
focus on their most important invest-
ment goals.

For a plan to be useful, it’s import-
ant for investors to clearly detail which 
goals they are trying to achieve. Some of 
an investor’s goals will be shorter term, 
such as building a rainy-day fund. Inter-
mediate-term goals might include buy-
ing a house or paying for a child’s edu-
cation. Longer-term goals might include 
planning for retirement and potentially 
leaving a legacy for charities or family. 
Investor assets can then be matched to 
those various goals. For example, in-
vestors might own short-term bonds to 
meet a near-term expense, and a mixture 
of stocks and longer-term bonds to meet 
needs that are further in the future. The 
investor’s risk tolerance will help deter-
mine the mix of more volatile assets – 
such as stocks – to less volatile assets 
such as bonds.
Keep an eye on the long 
term

Once a plan is in place, it’s important 
to maintain it over the long term. This 
process includes regularly rebalancing 
the portfolio if allocations move too far 
away from targets, a task that in many 
cases can be automated. Maintenance 
also includes revisiting plans as inves-
tor goals or situations change. A plan is 
meant to be a living document.

While market drops can be trouble-
some, unpredictable economic events 
have presented challenges in the past. 
With resilience and creativity, Amer-
ica’s businesses and households have 
managed to overcome them. While there 

are no guarantees that past performance 
will repeat itself, history has shown us 
that investors who reach their goals are 
often those who stick to their investment 
plans and take a long-term view of the 
markets. HW
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U.S. Jews getting younger on average, massive 
religions survey finds

(JTA) – The median age of American 
Jews has dropped from 52 to 48 since 
2013, according to a massive survey of 
Americans and religion, making Jews 
one of only two religious groups to 
grow younger on average.

Every other religious grouping ex-
cept for mainline Protestants tended to 
age during the same period, although a 
number remained on average younger 
than Jews.

The median age for all Americans 
was 47, the survey found.

The Public Religion Research Insti-
tute survey, published last Thursday, 
was based on interviews with close to 
500,000 people from 2013 until now.

The survey, which said Jews com-
prise 1% of the population, also found, 
unsurprisingly, that Jews “are primarily 
concentrated in the Northeast and areas 
around New York City.” A majority of 
Jews, 51%, live in suburban areas, 40% 
live in urban areas and just 8% live in 
rural areas.

Politically, 44% of Jews identify as 
Democrats, 31% identify as Indepen-
dent and 22% as Republican.

Among counties, the highest concen-
tration of Jews, 18%, was in Rockland 

County, New York, which has a large 
haredi Orthodox population; the same 
county was also seventh among the 10 
most religiously diverse counties in the 
country. The counties with the 10 high-
est concentrations of Jews included six 
in New York, two in New Jersey and 
one each in Florida and Maryland.

Jews were one of three groupings 
among which a majority had college de-
grees: 58% of Jews, 59% of Unitarian 
Universalists and 67% of Hindus had 
degrees.

The report’s findings on age largely 
align with an earlier study this year by 
the Pew Research Center, which put 
the median age for Jews at 49. The Pew 
study also found that Orthodox Jews had 
a younger median age (35) than Conser-
vative (62) and Reform Jews (53).

The report’s major takeaway is that 
a precipitous drop in recent decades 
among white Christians has stabilized, 
and the grouping seems settled at about 
44% of the country. More than 80% of 
Americans identified as white Christians 
in 1976, NPR reported, and that propor-
tion was at two-thirds in 1996. The num-
ber dropped below 50% in 2012 and was 
as low as 42% in 2018. HW

By Ron Kampeas

Renovators find neglected ritual burial facility 
near Moldova

By Cnaan Liphshiz
(JTA) – Renovators at a Jewish cem-

etery in a breakaway province of Mol-
dova discovered amid overgrown vege-
tation a ritual burial preparation facility 
that was assumed to be destroyed.

The discovery earlier this month 
in Raşcov, a municipality in the Prid-
nestrovian Moldavian Republic, also 
known as Transnistria, came as a pleas-
ant surprise to Pinchas Zaltsman, who 
lives in Chisinau, the capital of Moldo-
va, and who was leading a renovation 
project at the cemetery.

“This surprising discovery gives a 
feeling of connection through the ages, 
to the illustrious Jewish past of the re-
gion,” he told the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency.

The structure that was uncovered was 
last used in 1931. It is a beit tahara – a 
facility that is located at some Jewish 

cemeteries where the bodies are pre-
pared according to halacha, Orthodox 
Jewish law. Its survival is remarkable as 
Soviet authorities regularly dismantled 
them to use as construction material. 
It has a wooden roof, mud walls and a 
large stone slab at its center.

Transnistria, where today about 
400,000 people live, used to have tens of 
thousands of Jews and 20 synagogues. 
Most were murdered in the Holocaust 
and most of those who had survived left 
during the era of Soviet Union commu-
nism or after its fall. Today only a few 
dozen Jews remain, and their communi-
ty’s many cemeteries and heritage sites 
have largely fallen beyond repair.

Transnistria seceded from Moldova 
in the early 1990s in a civil war. It is 
not recognized internationally as an in-
dependent nation but exercises its own 
sovereignty over its territory with logis-
tical backing from Russia. HW

The Jewish cemetery of Rascov, Transnistria. 
                Credit: Courtesy of Rabbi Pinchas Zaltsman

Rockland County, NY, (above) has the highest concentration of Jews of 
any county in the country, according to a 2020 survey released July 8, 
2021.                  Credit: Uriel Heilman
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Iliza Shlesinger’s new Netflix feature should have stuck to standup
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Locally Owned & Operated  |  Free Estimates  |  Residential Financing Available

Invitations  |  Programs  |  Party Signs  |  Table Signs
Catalogs & Magazines  |  Signs & Banners
Small Packaging & Labels  |  Postcards & Mail Fulfilment
Brochures & Pocket Folders  |  Creative Services
Promotional Products  |  Digital Foil Embellishing
Direct To Client Print Services

(901) 249.1525  |  sparkprinting.com
Locally Owned & Operated  |  Free Estimates

We can accommodate all your 
personal and business

printing needs:

By Mira Fox
Andrea and her friends prepare to stalk Dennis. Credit: Courtesy of Netflix

My dating history has been chaotic; 
rarely have I dated someone who “made 
sense” for me. My partners have includ-
ed a literal shepherd who never finished 
high school and barely spoke English 
(but played flute on the beach like an 
honest-to-god satyr) and a polyamorous 
medical student who still routinely in-
vites me on international adventures 
despite the fact that I haven’t seen him 
in three years. Obviously, these relation-
ships have all been doomed.

That’s why “Good on Paper,” comic 
Iliza Shlesinger’s new Netflix movie, hit 
close to home. The “not-rom-com” fol-
lows a thinly veiled version of Iliza her-
self, a comic-turned-actress named An-
drea Singer who decides it’s finally time 

to settle down, get her life together and 
start dating a Nice Guy instead of all the 
flaky, barely employed – but hot – actors 
she’s been with.

Other than speaking to my own per-
sonal worries, however, the movie tends 
more toward the hammy and preposter-
ous than it does toward the affecting and 
relatable. When Andrea meets a clean-cut 
investor, Dennis (played by Ryan Hansen 
bedecked in horn-rimmed glasses), who 
brags incessantly about going to Yale, we 
instantly know it won’t work out. And 
it’s just as obvious that something is off 
early on when his card is declined at the 
same dinner he spends telling Andrea he 
bought her a Cartier bracelet that’s, con-
veniently, just not ready yet.

The movie is so predictable that it 
shouldn’t be watchable, but what makes 
it fun is the sharp comedy that made Il-
iza Shlesinger successful enough to sell 
out tours, pen a book, “Girl Logic,” and 
have multiple Netflix specials, includ-
ing “Elder Millennial” – all of the above 
largely about the trials of dating as a 
millennial.

“Good on Paper” is so squarely in her 
wheelhouse that it feels like a standup 
routine made into a movie – and in fact, 
that’s the whole idea. It turns out that 
we’re watching the story behind one of 
Andrea’s hit standup routines, complete 
with clips of her monologue spliced in.

It’s a clumsily executed gimmick, but 
Shlesinger is legitimately funny, and her 
wry observations carry the movie. De-
spite the movie’s flaws, her comments 
are relatable.

There’s a scene early on, for example, 
in which she tries to convince herself to 
like Dennis more since he is, after all, so 
good on paper. “It’s not that he was ugly, 
per se – he had a charm to him when his 
clothes were on,” she explains, trailing 
off as he lowers himself, shirtless and 
sporting jiggling love handles, into the 
pool next to her – blocking her from the 
muscular man she had been flirting with. 
“To say I was not physically attracted to 
him was an understatement,” she admits.

It’s slapstick, and not very nice, but 
you can feel the mental gymnastics 
she’s going through to like the guy she 
feels like she’s supposed to like – some-
thing I know I’ve done every time I’ve 
been dating a guy I knew was supposed 
to be great, but I just wasn’t into.

To its credit, the movie seems self-
aware leaning into its wackiness instead 
of trying to be particularly smart or sub-
tle. Comedian Margaret Cho plays An-
drea’s grouchy, survivalist friend Mar-
got, who suspects Dennis of being the 
scammer he so obviously is and sends 
Andrea to find evidence on the mean 
streets of Beverly Hills equipped with 
walkie-talkies and a guide on turning 
urine into potable water – just in case 
she’s captured.

Little of the movie holds together 
when you step back – the characters ar-
en’t well developed and it’s never clear 
why Andrea falls in love with Dennis or 
how she misses his lies or why he would 
pursue her. There’s not even a clear con-
clusion – that you shouldn’t date some-
one just because you feel like you’re 
supposed to, or that it’s good to follow 
your heart.

It’s watchable, but perhaps you’d be 
better off going to the source material 
and watching one of Shlesinger’s come-
dy specials. HW

Snakes at a kiddush: Israeli museum celebrates its baby pythons with traditional ceremony
By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – Shayna and Cuddles are un-
like many new parents in Israel, in that 
they are pythons. But that doesn’t mean 
their offspring won’t be feted in a tradi-
tional way.

Israel’s Biblical Museum of Natural 
History held a public kiddush on Friday 
to celebrate the first baby snakes that 
have emerged from a crop of 38 eggs 

that Shayna, a 12-foot albino Burmese 
python, laid several months ago.

“Waiting and watching has been an 
incredible experience and opportunity 
to share more about these amazing crea-
tures, and there is no more fitting way 
to celebrate their entrance to the Bib-
lical Museum of Natural History, than 
with a traditional, haimish Kiddush!” 
said Rabbi Natan Slifkin, the museum’s 

director and founder, in a press release 
announcing the event.

It’s the first time that the museum, which 
Slifkin opened in 2014, has held a kiddush, 
the celebratory Jewish ceremony associat-
ed with Shabbat services and festive oc-
casions. The event included refreshments; 
an opportunity for visitors to meet Shay-
na, Cuddles and their babies; and a lesson 
about Jewish perspectives on snakes.

Slifkin is an Orthodox rabbi who has 
published multiple books on the inter-
section between animals, zoology and 
Torah, such as “Sacred Monsters: Mys-
terious and Mythical Creatures of Scrip-
ture, Talmud and Midrash” and “In No-
ah’s Footsteps: Biblical Perspectives on 
the Zoo.” His works have been banned 
in some haredi Orthodox communities 
over his views on evolution. HW


