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AMSTERDAM (JTA) – A disorient-
ed teenage girl lies on Anne Frank’s bed 
as people swarm the family house. But 
these people are not Nazis; they’re mod-
ern-day tourists. And the girl on the bed 
isn’t Anne, but Kitty – the imaginary 
friend to whom she addressed her now 
world-famous diary.

Magically resurrected from the page 
and transported into modern-day Europe, 
Kitty is appalled by how society has fe-
tishized her best friend Anne, hawking 
cheap merchandise and endless inaccu-
rate reinterpretations of her words. Even-
tually she takes it upon herself to reclaim 
Anne’s legacy, by any means necessary.

This is the bold reimagining of Anne 
Frank’s story found in the new animat-
ed film “Where is Anne Frank,” which 
premiered last week at the Cannes 
Film Festival. The film was made by 
acclaimed Israeli director Ari Folman, 
best known for his 2008 Oscar-nom-
inated animated documentary hybrid 
“Waltz With Bashir,” about the lasting 
memories of Israel’s first Lebanon War. 
Now Folman has tackled what many 
consider the sacred text of the Holocaust 

– rewriting Anne Frank in order to inter-
pret her true lasting legacy.

Made in partnership with the Anne 
Frank Fonds, the Swiss nonprofit found-
ed by Anne’s father, Otto, that holds the 
copyright to her diary, the film is aimed 
at younger audiences. But it also enters 
surprising political territory, as Kitty 
comes to understand Europe’s mod-
ern-day immigration crisis and begins to 
consciously relate the continent’s mil-
lions of asylum seekers to Anne’s story.

“The main goal of the film is to help 
young audiences today connect with 
Anne Frank’s story the way that previ-
ous generations connected with the dia-
ry,” Yves Kugelmann, a member of the 
Fonds board and a key producer of the 
film, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agen-
cy. “Frankly, that’s mostly how I look 
at the film. If this objective is achieved, 
then it’s a success.”

A fiery redhead with rosy cheek-
bones, Kitty is not just a silent observer 
– she speaks her mind, loudly, about the 
creeping commercialization of her best 
friend as a brand.

“Anne did not write this diary so that 

you can worship her,” she tells Dutch 
police in a climactic scene, following 
an incident in which she heckles a stage 
production of the diary. “Or name bridg-
es and schools and theaters and train sta-
tions after her.”

Kitty also begins dating a boy who 
pickpockets tourists at the Anne Frank 
House and later becomes a pro-immi-
gration activist.

As he did with “Bashir,” Folman 
blends spectacular fantasy sequences 
with a factually grounded narrative. 
Kitty’s journey through 2021 Amster-
dam and a meticulously detailed Anne 
Frank House is paired with allusions to 
Greek mythology and the Roman Em-
pire, both of which fascinated Anne. In 
flashbacks, the Nazis are portrayed as 
robot-like ghouls wearing death masks, 
patrolling the streets of Amsterdam with 
neither hate nor pity for the people they 
hunt and victimize – a reference to how 
Anne herself never met a Nazi prior to 
her capture and wrote about how she 
had trouble visualizing them.

Folman, who declined a pre-arranged 
interview with JTA, told the Hollywood 
Reporter that his own mother, a Holo-
caust survivor from Lodz, Poland, was 
eager for him to take the project.

“I actually didn’t want to do it at all,” 
Folman said. “I thought there were too 
many adaptations and she was too iconic. 
But I read the diary again, the first time 
since I was a teenager, and I also went to 
visit my mother – both my parents were 
Holocaust survivors. She said, ‘Look, 
we never interfered in your choices, but 
if you don’t take this project, I will die 
over the weekend, you can come and col-
lect my body on Sunday. But if you do it, 
I will stay around until the premiere.’”

Another twist Folman learned while 
doing research for the project: His 
parents arrived in Auschwitz the same 
week as Anne’s parents, Otto and Edith.

Though Kitty continually decries the 
endless modern-day reinterpretations 
of Anne’s story that exist to burnish her 

status as a symbol rather than a person, 
it could be argued that the film in which 
she appears is another such effort, keen 
on drawing simplistic parallels between 
the Holocaust and the modern refugee 
crisis.

The film differs from the text in other 
ways, too: Although Anne’s diary con-
tains a good deal of humor, the film has 
at least one character in distress in every 
scene, be it in modern-day Amsterdam 
or during the Holocaust. “Where Is Anne 
Frank” also alleges, without proof, that 
Auguste van Pels, who also hid with the 
Franks, concealed an expensive vase in 
the house, conceivably to avoid having 
to sell it for food.

But then Folman’s vision for the film 
was never about merely relaying the 
facts of the story.

“I was looking for a new dimension, 
a new way to tell the story,” he told the 
Hollywood Reporter. “And I tried to fig-
ure out how to bring it to the youngest 
audience I could. And when you start a 
movie with a miracle, like with this cre-
ation of Kitty, you build the fairy tale.”

In addition to the film, Folman also 
collaborated with the Anne Frank Fonds 
on a graphic novel adaptation of Anne’s 
diary, illustrated by David Polonsky 
and published in 2017. The film and 
the book will be part of a new educa-
tional package that the Fonds will share 
with hundreds of schools worldwide to 
which it provides Holocaust-education 
programs and materials.

In keeping with the charter of the 
nonprofit and Otto Frank’s wishes that 
none of the Fonds projects be commer-
cial, any proceeds from the film will go 
to supporting the Fonds’ work, which 
includes many educational programs 
and projects with UNICEF, the United 
Nations agency for children’s welfare, 
Kugelmann said.

In Kitty, the project hopes it has found 
its newest ambassador to a younger gen-
eration – straight from the 80-year-old 
pages of Anne’s diary. HW

 HEBREWWATCHMAN.COM 13 AV, 5781 JULY 22, 2021 VOL. 99, NO. 45

A new animated Anne Frank movie brings her diary to 
life in modern-day Amsterdam

In the new animated film “Where Is Anne Frank,” which premiered at the 
2021 Cannes Film Festival, Anne’s imaginary friend Kitty comes to life and 
has a chilling adventure in modern-day Amsterdam. 
            Credit: Courtesy of Purple Whale Films

By Cnaan Liphshiz

Jacob Steinmetz becomes first Orthodox Jew drafted into MLB, to play for Arizona
(JNS) – History was made in Ma-

jor League Baseball last Monday as 
17-year-old Jacob Steinmetz, an Ortho-
dox Jewish boy from Woodmere, N.Y., 
in Nassau County on Long Island, was 
drafted by the Arizona Diamondbacks 
in the third round of the MLB draft.

Steinmetz was the 77th overall pick 
during the draft.

He got the call while surrounded by 
family and friends who were watching 
the draft live and erupted into cheers as 

the announcement was made. Accord-
ing to the MLB, Steinmetz’s best pitch 
is said to be his 90 to 94 miles-per-hour 
fastball.

The 6-foot-6, 222-pound, right-hand-
ed pitcher had attended the Hebrew 
Academy of the Five Towns & Rocka-
way but switched to the Elev8 Baseball 
Academy in Florida to hone his sports 
skills.

Being Orthodox, Steinmetz keeps ko-
sher and observes Shabbat, often stay-

ing in hotels near stadiums on game 
days so he can walk to the field.

Prior to his being selected, Steinmetz 
had been ranked No. 121 on the Top 
250 draft prospects. He was accepted 
to Fordham University in New York, 
where he was expected to play col-
lege-level ball.

Steinmetz isn’t the only athlete in his 
family. His father, Elliot, is the coach of 
Yeshiva University’s basketball team, 
which has had record-winning seasons Credit: Jacob Steinmetz.Twitter

for the last two years but was unable to 
participate in a championship game due 
to COVID-19 closures. HW
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Tokyo Olympics: All the Jewish 
athletes to watch

From left: Alex Klineman, Jemima Montag, Eli Dershwitz, Diego 
Schwartzman, Maru Teferi, Linoy Ashram, Ezra Frech and Anat Lelior.   
                    Credit: Getty images
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Diego Schwartzman
Tennis, Argentina

Diego Schwartzman is the high-
est-ranked Jewish tennis player in the 
world. Last year he broke into the top 
10 for the first time, becoming the 
shortest top 8 player since 5-foot-6 

Harold Solomon, also Jewish, in 1981. 
The Argentine’s listed height of 5-7 is 
called “one of the more generous mea-
surements in professional sports” – he 
likely stands around 5-4 (the U.S. Open 
lists him at 5-5). Watching him go shot 
to shot with players that are over a foot 
taller is nothing short of remarkable.

Nicknamed “El Peque,” or “Shorty,” 
the 28-year-old is set to play in his first 
Olympics. (For tennis, qualifications are 
based on world rankings, with the top 
56 players becoming eligible.)

Schwartzman is open about and proud 

of his Jewish identity. Last year he wrote 
movingly on his family’s Holocaust 
history, and how his great-grandfather 
escaped a train car headed for a concen-
tration camp and ended up in Argentina.

“I am Jewish and in Argentina, we 
have many Jewish [people] there, and 
all the people there know me,” he told 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in 2017.

The men’s tennis tournament begins 
on July 24.

Sue Bird 
Basketball, USA

Here are many of the inspiring 
Jewish athletes to root for.

By Emily Burack
(JTA) – The 2020 Tokyo Olympics 

are finally happening, a full year after 
they were planned. And yes, they’re still 
being called the 2020 Olympics, even 
though they’re happening in 2021.

The Jewish athletes competing this 
year – and there are many – are the prod-
ucts of inspiring journeys. There’s the 
fencer looking for redemption, Israel’s 
first Olympic surfer, one of the greatest 
canoe paddlers of all time, a teen track 
star para-athlete, and so many more.

The games run July 23 through Aug. 
8; the Paralympics will be held Aug. 24 
to Sept. 5.

Is Sue Bird one of the greatest Jewish 
athletes of all time? Perhaps.

The basketball legend has won gold 
medals with the U.S. women’s basket-
ball team in the last four – yes, four 
– Olympics. (The team has not lost at 
the games since 1992.) Bird, now 40, is 
back for her fifth, and likely last, Olym-
pics.

The child of a Jewish father and 
non-Jewish mother, Bird was born and 
raised in Syosset, Long Island. She’s 
been a basketball star since her debut 
for the University of Connecticut in 
1998 and selection as the WNBA’s No. 
1 overall draft pick in 2002 by the Se-
attle Storm. In her nearly 20 years as a 
pro, Bird has won four WNBA cham-
pionships (including last year in the 
COVID-19 bubble) and is a 12-time 
All-Star.

Bird also gained Israeli citizenship in 
2006 in a basketball-motivated decision, 
so she could play for European teams. 
Her citizenship also allowed her to con-

nect to her Jewish identity.
“It was cool because what I found 

was in this effort to create an opportuni-
ty in my basketball career, I was able to 
learn a lot about a culture that I probably 
wouldn’t have tapped into otherwise,” 
Bird told the Washington Jewish Muse-
um.

The women’s basketball tournament 
begins on July 26; the U.S. plays its first 
game on July 27 against Nigeria. The 
gold medal game is Aug. 8.
Linoy Ashram
Rhythmic Gymnastics, Israel

Israel’s best chance at winning a med-
al is 22-year-old Linoy Ashram. The 
Mizrahi and Sephardi gymnast (her fa-
ther is Yemeni Jewish, and her mother 
is Greek Jewish) is set to compete in her 
first Olympics after winning in the in-
dividual rhythmic category at the Euro-
pean Championships in 2020 – the first 
athlete to take the gold medal in decades 
who was not from a former Soviet coun-
try or Bulgaria.

Ashram has many firsts for her coun-
try: She’s the first rhythmic gymnast 
from Israel to win an individual all-
around medal at the World Champion-
ships, the first to win gold in the World 
Cup series and the first to win a Europe-
an All-Around title. Can she be the first 
to win gold in gymnastics at the Olym-
pics? We’ll find out early next month.

The rhythmic gymnastics competition 
takes place Aug. 6-8.

Alix Klineman
Beach volleyball, USA

Alix Klineman had played indoor vol-
leyball for Stanford in college and pro-
fessionally following her graduation in 
2011. But in 2016, she failed to make 
the U.S. Olympic Volleyball Team and 
vowed to find another way to compete 
at the games. So, she switched to beach 
volleyball. Unlike indoor volleyball, 
which has teams with rosters selected by 
coaches, beach volleyball is a two-per-
son sport dependent on your own results 
with a partner.

“I looked at the beach as a new oppor-
tunity and a chance to chase my dreams 
without anybody having to give me ap-
proval or put me on a roster,” she said in 
2019. “The biggest thing was pursuing 
the Olympics and getting a new shot at 
that.”

Klineman teamed with two-time 
Olympian April Ross – she had been 

(See Olympics Page 3)
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partnered with three-time gold medalist 
Kerri Walsh Jennings – and they quickly 
rose in the rankings. They are entering 
the Tokyo Games with a world ranking 
of No. 2, with a more than solid chance 
of winning gold.

Klineman, 31, was raised in Southern 
California in a Jewish family. In 2015, 
she was inducted into the SoCal Jewish 
Sports Hall of Fame.

The women’s beach volleyball tour-
nament begins on July 24.

Olympics...
(Continued From Page 2)

Anat Lelior
Surfing, Israel

Anat Lelior is Israel’s first – and 
only – Olympic surfer. Surfing is new 
to the Olympics, and only 20 men and 
20 women will be competing this sum-
mer. Lelior, 21, qualified as the high-
est-ranked female surfer from Europe 
(Israel competes in European leagues). 
Lelior, who hails from Tel Aviv and 
served in the Israeli military, started 
surfing at 5, and by 12 she had won the 
Israeli national championships.

“I know people aren’t aware of surf-
ing in Israel, and the fact that I get to 
be the one to show people that we’re 
capable of more than they think, that’s 
just amazing,” Lelior told Surfline. “But 
more than that, I want to show kids, 
women, everyone from everywhere, that 
they can do anything they want. There’s 
no limits. I mean, look at me. I had no 
idea that this would happen, and now 
I’m going to the freaking Olympics.”

The surfing competition is subject to 
change depending on wave conditions 
at Tsurigasaki Surfing Beach. The wom-
en’s competition is tentatively sched-
uled for July 25-28.

Team Israel
Baseball, Israel

The Cinderella story continues.
In 2017, Israel’s national baseball 

team – which included several Ameri-
can Jewish players who became Israeli 
citizens to represent the country – sur-
prised observers by placing sixth at the 
World Baseball Classic, an international 
tournament of the world’s best teams, 
with wins over top squads from South 
Korea, Chinese Taipei, the Netherlands 
and Cuba. Israel was far from a top-10 
powerhouse at the time, not even ranked 
in the top 10 teams in Europe. That made 
sense, as few Israelis play the sport.

Along the way, the team ginned up 
enthusiasm for baseball in Israel and 
gave some under-the-radar Jewish play-
ers, many who had spent several years 
in the minor leagues, new chances to 
shine. Oh, and there was that endear-
ing mascot – a life-sized Mensch on a 
Bench.

In 2019, Team Israel won the Euro-
pean Baseball Championship to qualify 
for the Olympics. The current roster is 
anchored by de facto captain Danny 
Valencia – who has Cuban and Jewish 
heritage and hit 96 home runs over eight 
Major League Baseball seasons – and 
Ian Kinsler, a former four-time MLB 
All-Star who made it to Israel on one of 
the last flights before COVID-19 shut-
downs last year to earn his Israeli citi-
zenship.

Only six teams are in play (the field 
also includes South Korea, Japan, Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic and the 
United States), so Team Israel has a 
chance of snagging a medal.

The baseball tournament runs July 
28-Aug. 7. Israel’s first game is against 
the United States.

Jessica Fox
Canoe slalom, Australia

Jessica Fox is known as the greatest 
paddler of all time: She has 10 World 
Championship medals, including seven 
gold medals, and seven overall World Cup 
titles. Her parents, Richard Fox and Myri-
am Jerusalmi, also were Olympic canoe-
ists – Myriam, a French-Jewish athlete, 
won bronze at the 1996 Atlanta Games. 
Mom is now coaching her daughter.

Born in Marseille, France, Fox moved 
to Australia at 4, so her dad could take 
up a coaching position with the Austra-
lian Olympic team.

“Both my parents competing in the 
Olympic Games is something pretty 
special,” she said. “It definitely inspired 
me to get to this position. Winning a 
medal is something that you dream [of] 
and I’m proud to follow in my mother’s 
footsteps.”

Fox, 27, won silver in the K-1 slalom 
competition at the 2012 London Olym-
pics and bronze in the 2016 Rio Games. 
This year, for the first time, women will 
also be competing in C-1 slalom – so 
Fox, ranked No. 1 in the world, is fa-
vored to win not just one but two gold 
medals.

In 2012, Fox became the second Aus-
tralian Jewish athlete to ever win an 
Olympic medal.

The women’s K-1 slalom competition 
is July 25-27. C-1 slalom is July 28-29.

Eli Dershwitz
Fencing, USA

Eli Dershwitz is returning to the 
Olympics for redemption.

At the 2016 Rio Games, the Jewish 
saber fencer lost in the opening round. 
In 2021, he’s ranked No. 2 in the world 
and hoping to medal.

Dershwitz, who started fencing at 9, 
would win back-to-back NCAA cham-
pionships for Harvard in 2017 and 
2018. In Tokyo, he will aim to become 
the fifth U.S. man to win a medal in sa-
ber fencing. No American man has ever 
won gold in the category.

Born and raised in Sherborn, Mas-
sachusetts, to a Jewish family, Dersh-
witz’s maternal grandparents are Ho-
locaust survivors. He has a twin sister, 
Sally, who worked on the frontlines car-
ing for patients during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Dershwitz grew up attending a Con-
servative synagogue in Natick, Massa-
chusetts, and told Hillel International 
before the Rio Games that he considers 
himself a “proud member of the Jewish 
community.”

“The Jewish community has been 
very supportive throughout my journey 
to the Olympics, and I look forward to 
representing them on the world stage,” 
he said in 2016.

The men’s saber fencing individual 
competition takes place on July 24; the 
men’s saber team competition is on July 
28.
Jemima Montag
Racewalking, Australia

Jemima Montag was perhaps destined 
for Jewish athletic greatness. Her par-
ents, Ray and Amanda, met at the 1989 
Maccabiah Games – the Olympics for 
Jewish athletes held in Israel –where 
Amanda was competing in the heptath-
lon and Ray was a cricketer. They hit it 
off on the flight home to Australia.

Growing up, the Montags encouraged 
their daughters (Jemima is one of three) 
to try everything, from long jump to 
shot put to ballet. But for Montag, race 
walking just clicked.

“I found that my combination of en-
durance, hypermobile joints and fiery 
competitiveness were a great trio for 
racewalking,” she said.

Montag soon became one of the best 
racewalkers in Australia, but after the 
World Youth Championships in 2015, 
she decided to step away from the sport. 
A family ski trip to Japan in 2017 re-
ignited her competitive spirit. Her sister 
joked she’d love to return to the country 
for the Olympics, and her mom encour-
aged her to go for it. A year later, at the 
2018 Commonwealth Games – a tour-
nament of the Commonwealth nations, 
or the former territories under British 
control – Montag won gold in the 20km 
event.

Montag credits her Holocaust survi-
vor grandparents for her work ethic and 
resilience. When a training session or 
race feels tough, she thinks about them 
and reminds herself that “grit and perse-
verance are in my DNA.”

The women’s 20km race walk will 
take place on Aug. 6.

(See Olympics Page 9)
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The Memphis Jewish Community 
Center will begin a series of new en-
gagement programs for young families 
through a new group called, “JFami-
ly.” Part of the JFamily initiative at the 
MJCC is to provide programming that 
will allow parents with young children 
to connect with one another and build 
community in a safe, welcoming envi-
ronment. The Wendy and Avron B. Fo-
gelman Jewish Family Service and the 
Center of Jewish Living and Learning 
at the MJCC have partnered to provide 
family and parenting resources along 
with meaningful Jewish content for the 
programs. Families of all backgrounds 
and faiths are welcome.

“After talking with many parents of 
young children, we learned that there is 
a need in the Memphis Jewish commu-
nity for a place where these families can 
gather, connect, and share their parenting 
challenges and joyful moments,” said 
Rashki Osina, FJFS program manager.

The young family programs will kick 
off with Popsicles at the Pool on Au-
gust 15 from 10 a.m. -12 p.m. MJCC 
members and non-members are invit-
ed to the MJCC outdoor waterpark for 
swimming, popsicles, and playtime with 
other families. Parent and me Shabbat 
and Havdalah programs will begin on 
October 8 and will continue weekly on 

Friday and Sunday mornings from 10-
10:45 a.m. Parents and their children 
ages 0-2 will have the opportunity to 
come together for music and move-
ment, child-led play, a child-friendly 
mini Shabbat or Havdalah experience, 
and snack for those eating solids. Each 
class will nurture friendship, curiosity, 
respect, and Jewish identity for young 
children and their parents.

More family programming, like JCafe 
& Play will take place the second Sun-
day of the month, beginning on October 
10. Families with children ages 2-5 can 
stop by the Magdovitz Children’s Fun 
Zone for coffee, cookies and connecting 
with others. Siblings are also welcome.

Throughout the year, JFamily will 
also offer an adult-only series, where 
fellow parents can connect in a safe and 
warm environment about a variety of 
parenting ideas and topics. Each pro-
gram will feature an expert in the field.

Lauren Taube, director for the Center 
of Jewish Living and Learning stated, 
“We are thrilled to welcome young fam-
ilies to the J with more opportunities to 
connect, play, and learn together.”

JFamily programs are funded in part 
by a grant from the National Center to 
Encourage Judaism. To learn more and 
register for Popsicles at the Pool, visit 
www.jccmemphis.org/jfamily. HW

Baron Hirsch welcomes 
back Rabbi Shai Finkelstein 
as Scholar-in-Residence 

The Baron Hirsch Belz Educational 
Institute announced this week a Schol-
ar-in-Residence many are familiar with, 
the congregation’s former Senior Rabbi, 
Shai Finkelstein. Rabbi Finkelstein is 
returning to Memphis and will deliver 
several lectures on Shabbat, August 7. 
Rabbi Finkelstein served as Senior Rab-
bi at Baron Hirsch for 11 years before 
returning to Israel in July 2016. Prior 
to his tenure at Baron Hirsch, he was 
the Rosh Kollel of the Memphis Torah 
MiTzion Kollel for five years.

Rabbi Finkelstein was born in Israel. 
He attended Yeshivat Haasder, Shaala-
vim and served in the Artillery unit of 
the IDF. He was ordained by the Chief 
Rabbinate of Israel, and he is currently 
the Rav of Kehilat Nitzanim in Baka, Je-
rusalem. He lectures in Pardes, OU Israel 
Center, Yeshurun, Begin Center and Bet 
Avichai. He is also the Editor in Chief 
of the Koren “Mikraot Hadorot” project.

Rabbi Finkelstein also earned an 
MBA from the Fogelman School of 
Business and Economics at the Univer-
sity of Memphis.

On his upcoming visit to Memphis, 
Rabbi Finkelstein will give a Shabbat 
morning drasha. His topic is “From Or-
dinary to Extraordinary.” Services begin 
at 9 a.m. with the drasha at approxi-
mately 10:45 a.m.

On Shabbat afternoon, Rabbi Finkel-
stein will give a lecture before Mincha 
entitled “Bibi – End of an Era: An anal-
ysis of Bibi’s years as Prime Minister of 
Israel.” The lecture will take place in the 
Belz Sanctuary beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Rabbi Finkelstein will also be speak-
ing on the topic of “Strive to Repent,” 
during Seudah Shlishit at 7:45 p.m.

For more information about the lec-
tures, visit Baron Hirsch’s website at 
www.baronhirsch.org or contact the of-
fice at 901-683-7485. HW

Fourth annual event will benefit Church 
Health clinics and services

Church Health’s fourth annual Giving 
Day will take place Tues., July 27 from 
12 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. Church Health 
Giving Day 2021 will again include a 
24-hour peer-to-peer fundraising cam-
paign, a Crafts for Care craft and art 
show and gatherings designed to benefit 
all clinical services at Church Health. 
All donations to Giving Day will be 
matched by an anonymous donor.

“Our clinic is thriving and we’re see-
ing so many more patients each week,” 
says Church Health CEO Dr. Scott Mor-
ris. “Thanks to our generous donors, 
we’re able to help the uninsured and 
underserved members of our communi-
ty receive quality healthcare through a 
wide range of services [such as] medical, 
dental, behavioral health, and nutrition.”

This July, Church Health aims to en-
gage more than 250 online donors to 
make sure Church Health can expand to 
meet the growing need for medical, den-
tal, behavioral health, physical rehabili-
tation and eye care services and support 
in the community.

The annual Crafts for Care fair will 

feature local vendors who dedicate their 
time to carefully curate art, gifts, jewel-
ry and more. The event will take place 
July 20 – 27 online and will be live at 
Crosstown on Saturday, July 24 from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Additional events, toolkits 
and donation form are found at church-
health.org/givingday2021.

About Church Health: 
As a faith-based healthcare nonprof-

it, Church Health believes in caring for 
one another as we’d like to be cared for. 
That’s why we commit every day to 
making the highest quality care acces-
sible to more Memphians – especially 
those facing social and economic chal-
lenges – so we can all live our lives with 
dignity, vitality and prosperity. Through 
our comprehensive care approach, 
which considers the whole person and 
spans health services from medical to 
dental to eye care and more, we work 
together to uplift the bodies, minds and 
spirits of our neighbors and the Great-
er Memphis community. Visit Church-
Health.org to learn more. HW

Zayde’s NYC Deli closes after Hepatitis A
outbreak

Zadye’s NYC Deli, an independent 
vendor at the MJCC, closed its doors 
last week after two of its employees 
tested positive for the Hepatitis A virus.

In a letter to the community the staff 
noted: “The origins of how this came to 
be are unknown. We are working with 
the Shelby County Health Department 
closely, and this morning [July 13] they 
issued important guidance to our recent 
customers.”

The letter continued with directives 
from the Health Department recom-
mending that all Zayde’s customers who 
dined with them between June 29 and 
July 7 have a Hepatitis A vaccination.

Those who have had a Hepatitis A vac-
cination do not need to get one. If you 
do not have the vaccination, the Health 
Department advise you get one imme-

diately since the vaccination is highly 
effective in preventing infection in those 
exposed to the virus if given within 14 
days of exposure. This guidance includes 
all Zayde’s customers, including dine-in, 
take-out, catering and pool kiosk.

Those who may have been exposed 
can receive the vaccine from their health 
care provider or at one of the health de-
partment’s clinics. No appointments are 
necessary at the Health Department but 
can be made by calling the appointment 
line at 901.222.9980. You may also call 
this number with any questions about 
hepatitis A.

The letter concluded, “We thank you 
for your understanding and support 
during this challenging time. Our pri-
mary concern at this time is the health 
of our customers and staff.” HW
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Commentary

There’s no cure for 
antisemitism, but there is a 
vaccine
By David Suissa
Reprinted with permission Jewish 
Journal, Los Angeles, CA.

A vaccine doesn’t pretend to cure 
anything. Instead, it inoculates us, so 
when the disease shows up, our bodies 
are better prepared to fight it.

Antisemitism ebbs and flows, but it 
never goes away. When it rises, as is 
happening now, Jews tend to react with 
alarm, condemnations and even rallies. 
We mobilize the troops, we call out, we 
speak out, we often freak out.

We also use the language of solutions, 
such as “end the hate” and “stop an-
tisemitism,” hoping perhaps for a time 
when the world’s oldest hatred will fi-
nally come to rest.

But on this point history is clear: That 
won’t happen. No one has found a cure 
for Jew-hatred.

Historian Paul Johnson has called 
Jew-hatred “an intellectual disease, a 
disease of the mind, extremely infec-
tious and massively destructive. It is a 
disease to which both human individuals 
and entire human societies are prone.”

This disease transcends the bound-
aries of space and time. As Johnson 
writes: “Anti-Semitism is very ancient, 
has never been associated with fron-
tiers, and, although it has had its ups and 
downs, seems impervious to change.”

My friend and author Gil Troy calls 
antisemitism “the most plastic hatred 
– ever-malleable, endurable, artificial, 
and toxic.” It can go left, it can go right, 
it can go wherever it needs to go. In re-
cent years, it has gone especially hard 
against the Jewish State of Israel, which 
is routinely demonized and singled out 
for condemnation unlike any other na-
tion.

It’s ironic that the rise of Jew-hatred 
has coincided with another epic and 
global disease – COVID-19. For those 
who don’t believe in coincidences, 
maybe this moment can offer us a les-
son: Instead of agonizing over a cure for 
antisemitism, we might want to look for 
a vaccine.

A vaccine doesn’t pretend to cure 
anything. Instead, it inoculates us, so 
when the disease shows up, our bodies 
are better prepared to fight it.

What kind of vaccine can protect us 
against Jew-hatred? One is obvious: 
beefed up security in synagogues, Jew-
ish neighborhoods and other places to 
prevent physical harm, and maximum 
use of the legal system that provides 
consequences for hate crimes. That goes 
without saying.

But there is a deeper, more personal 
vaccine that can fortify us against the 

malignancy of hate. That vaccine is 
Judaism itself – the nourishing of our 
minds, hearts and souls with the many 
wonders and delights of our ancient tra-
dition. This spiritual medicine wards off 
the toxins of hate while reinforcing the 
elixir of positive and meaningful con-
nections in our lives.

We can see it in the Chabad move-
ment. No matter how bad things get, 
they always respond by including the 
energizing rituals of Judaism, whether it 
is Friday night Shabbat, learning Torah 
or building a Succah. They fight dark-
ness with light, fear with joyful pride, 
antisemitism with prosemitism.

This approach is not a linear response 
to Jew-hatred, which is why most of us 
prefer the direct approach – we see a 
problem, we want to fix it. But Jew-ha-
tred is more than a problem, it’s a con-
dition. It’s like the weather; it’ll be there 
no matter what we do.

We shouldn’t wait for the storms to 
arrive in order to wake up. Fighting only 
against storms can be draining and ex-
hausting. It’s more energizing and em-
powering to stay continually connected 
to the enduring wisdom of our tradition. 
This reminds us of what we’re fighting 
for in the first place. We don’t just stand 
up against something, we also stand up 
for something.

By all means, let’s continue to fight 
Jew-hatred wherever and whenever it 
rears its mean and ugly head, with all 
the tools at our disposal. But as we fight 
the hate, let’s not forget the love – the 
love for a tradition that has sustained 
us through countless storms for more 
than 3,300 years. That tradition is the 
real source of our strength, and just like 
Jew-hatred, it isn’t going anywhere. HW

Orthodox Jewish life again 
portrayed in the negatively in 
the media
By Allan J. Katz, LPC, 
Memphis

In our “woke” world of everyone and 
everything having to be politically cor-
rect, we sometimes lose site of the bias 
within our own Jewish community. 

My Unorthodox Life is a reality series 
on Netflix about Julia Haart, who left an 
insulated Orthodox Jewish communi-
ty in Monsey, NY, in 2013 and has not 
only skyrocketed to the CEO position of 
Elite World Group, one of the top mod-
eling agencies, but has broken through 
the sheltered life she was forced to live 
in Monsey. She’s now free and has 
vowed to treat the models at her agency 
as peers rather than bodies. Her family 
has mostly progressed with her, but to 
varying degrees.

There has been a lot of buzz and hype 
about this new reality show. According 
to Sarah Korenblit, LCSW, the show 
portrays Orthodox Judaism in an ex-
tremely negative light, which has led to 
a beautiful movement across social me-
dia for Orthodox women to share what 
they love about this lifestyle we have 
chosen to practice.

She expresses her views on Linkedin as:
“I know what the “outside” world is 

like. I have exposure to media, friends 
and much more in my almost-32 years 
of life and 10+ years in non-Jewish 
work settings. Although I was born into 
an Orthodox family, I have made an 
ACTIVE, informed decision as an adult 
to live this lifestyle.

“I love dressing modestly. I love hav-
ing a day of rest on Saturday, 25 glorious 
hours of disconnection from technology 
and connection with family, friends and 
G-d. I love having a strong faith that 
guides me through the many challenges 
I have faced and the ones that have yet 
to surface.

“I love belonging to a close-knit 
community, which has supported me 
through tough times and welcomes me 
in any city or country I visit, simply 
for the love and connection of a fellow 
community member. I love the values, 
ethics and ways of treating others that 
have been imbued in me from a young 
age and I now teach my children.

“I love that in a time where so many 
individuals feel empty, lost and a shift-
ing sense of identity I feel certainty, joy 
and confidence in who I am and the life-
style I am living. We are not a religion 
that tries to convince others to convert.”

Sarah is part of a new movement to 
combat the terrible messages about Or-
thodox Judaism in the media.

Her post continued, “This is in no 
way a ‘I’m right and you should do what 
I do’ post. This is part of the aforemen-
tioned movement to combat the terrible 
messages about Orthodox Judaism in 
the media.

“I am not trapped, I don’t feel deval-
ued, I don’t feel silenced. I am free, I am 
worthy, and I have a voice.” HW

Commentary

Have a Simcha?
share with The Hebrew Watchman readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com

MOVING?
PLEASE LET US KNOW

BEFORE YOU GO!

901.763.2215

Editor’s note: Read Julia Haart’s comments 
about her Netflix show on page 11.
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Regardless of how much money a 
family may have, parents have a re-
sponsibility to teach their children about 
finances. Starting early, children need 
to learn about how to be financially re-
sponsible once they leave the house and 
become independent.
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Whether you’re buying your first home or dream home, looking to sell 
your home or want to explore real estate as an investment, the seasoned 
experts at Broad Avenue Realty can help! 

3 Steps for Raising Kids With 
Money Smarts
Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director, Wells Fargo Investments

It can be difficult to find time to sit 
down and talk specifically about money, 
but natural opportunities to teach pop up 
practically every day.

For example, you can incorporate fi-
nancial responsibility into an impromp-
tu math lesson about money: If you find 
something the child wants that original-
ly cost $100 and is on sale for 30% off, 
you can ask how much the new price is 
– and, now that they are only spending 
$70, what they might do with the left-
over $30.

Here are three steps 
parents can take starting 
today:
1. Find teachable moments

2. Take a lifelong view toward 
financial literacy

Every child should have a tool kit 
of basic financial literacy skills by age 
18, including concepts such as how to 
spend, how to save, how to give, and the 
value of a dollar.

This can start very early with an ex-
ercise as simple as a three piggy banks 
analogy. You encourage the child to di-
vide any money he or she receives into 
three piggy banks: spending, saving, 
and community/charity. This shows the 
concept of different purposes of money 
rather than having it all be for spending. 
Repeating this exercise can help ingrain 
the habit of saving regularly.

By late childhood or adolescence, 
parents can add concepts such as what 
it means to invest, what companies one 
might invest in, and how to assess risk 

3. Show how it’s done
Your child’s healthy relationship with 

money begins with an open and honest 
relationship within a family that models 
good money behavior. These discus-
sions can be challenging, but the fruit is 
well worth the labor.

Stress education and expect them to 
do well in school. Parents who do re-
ally well in teaching financial literacy 
typically lead by example – they tend 
to be savers and are more careful with 
spending money. Remember to be that 
example. HW

This advertisement was written by Wells 
Fargo Advisors, and provided to you by Mike 
Stein – Managing Director – Investments.

Investments in securities and insurance 
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT 
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name 
used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-deal-
er and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company.

© 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved.

with an investment.
You can encourage children in high 

school to think about college expens-
es by examining the costs and coming 
up with a credible college budget. Ask 
them to consider basic questions: What 
will you need in order to make this hap-
pen? What will the family need to sup-
ply, and what is the student expected to 
supply in terms of tuition, books, room 
and board, transportation, and normal 
spending money?

And parents and grandparents can 
continue to encourage responsible, 
long-term financial responsibility by 
giving young adults an incentive to be-
gin saving for retirement early. If you’re 
able, and they have earned income, of-
fer to match what they save into a Roth 
IRA. It’s also wise to encourage contri-
butions to a 401(k) at work.

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

Facebook blocks Hamas-affiliated 
news agency based in Gaza Strip

(JNS) – Facebook blocked the Hamas 
-affiliated Shehab News Agency, based 
in the Gaza Strip, last Tuesday for vio-
lating its terms of service.

“Despite recent outreach to its admin-
istrators regarding our policies, we have 
had to disable the Shehab News Agency 
Facebook page for repeatedly violating 
our community standards,” a Facebook 
spokesperson said, according to i24 
News.

Shehab began in 2007. Its Facebook 
page was created in 2011 and had an es-
timated 7.5 million followers.

“We have previously explained to the 
Shehab news team that to keep our com-
munity safe and prevent harm, we do not 
allow praise or support for groups, lead-
ers or individuals who have engaged in 
violence,” added the spokesperson.

Hamas criticized the social-media 
platform for the move.

“We condemn this decision and con-
sider it an unjust decision and an attack 
on media freedoms and freedom of ex-
pression,” said Rafat Morra, head of 
Hamas’s Media Division, according to 
the report. HW

Gantz: Mideast on verge of arms race 
if Iran continues path towards nukes

(JNS) – Israeli Defense Minister Ben-
ny Gantz warned on July 7 that the Mid-
dle East is on the verge of a new arms 
race, which could begin if “Iran contin-
ues to advance towards nuclear weap-
ons and nuclear breakout [status].”

Speaking during the Israel Defense 
Prize ceremony, Gantz added that “in 
the face of all of these threats, our eyes 
our open. Our defense systems, most 
of which were developed in Israel, are 
deployed, and intelligence is working 
overtime to create targets and identify 
intentions.”

Israel is pursuing a zero-tolerance ap-
proach to any harm to Israeli sovereign-
ty, he stated.

“Not arson balloons, not rockets and 
no other means by Iran and its proxies 
[will be tolerated by Israel]. We will re-
spond with force, in line with our needs 
and at a time that is right for us,” said 
the defense minister.

Gantz praised Israel’s defense indus-

tries for record exports – an achieve-
ment that was made “specifically over 
this past complex year.”

“I intend to act so that the state 
strengthens the defense industries and 

strengthens itself,” he said. “We must 
grow stronger militarily, since our ene-
mies are also growing stronger, in preci-
sion capabilities, cyber-attack capabili-
ties, and the development of drones and 
other means that did not threaten us in 
the past.” HW

“Our defense systems 
are deployed, and 
intelligence is working 
overtime to create 
targets and identify 
intentions,” says the 
Israeli defense minister.
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Blind man’s brain learns to ‘see’ through his ears

Professor Amir Amedi with a simulation of a soundscape that conveys 
geometric information to the brain, allowing the blind to “see.” 
                     Credit: Courtesy of Amir Amedi.

(JTA) – For years after World War 
II, the once magnificent Goerlitz Syn-
agogue in Germany housed a family 
with goats and pigs. The roof of the Art 
Deco building was crumbling; the gov-
ernment came close to demolishing the 
whole structure.

But this week, that very synagogue 
– the only one in the state of Saxony 
to survive the Kristallnacht pogrom of 
1938 – was rededicated as a house of 
worship and space for interfaith gather-
ings after some 30 years of renovation 
and restoration.

The Cultural Forum Synagogue Gör-
litz – which soon will house both Jewish 
religious services and interfaith cultural 
events – was revealed in a streamed cer-
emony last Monday in an event that had 
been postponed several times due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The Norwegian 
Jewish vocalist Bente Kahan performed, 
and local and national politicians, rabbis 
and other dignitaries offered remarks.

Completed in stages over the years, the 
restoration was “lovingly done,” though 
it did not bring the synagogue fully back, 
said Alex Jacobowitz, a cantor and chair 
of the town’s Jewish community. For ex-
ample, the tablets in the sanctuary with 
the Ten Commandments have not been 
restored, nor have the Stars of David on 
the building’s exterior, or the words from 
Exodus that once graced the entrance: 
“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that 
I may dwell among them.”

But the tiny Jewish community – few-
er than 30 members – and its support-
ers did raise some 70,000 euros (about 
$83,000) to cover the cost of replacing 
a giant Jewish star that once stood on 
the building’s cupola, visible for miles 
around in the city of some 55,000 near 
the Polish border.

Architects William Lossow and Hans 
Max Kuhne designed the synagogue, 
which had room for the entire commu-
nity of about 600 Jews at the time of its 
original opening in March 1911. The city 
of Goerlitz boasted numerous Jewish in-
stitutions at the time, Jacobowitz told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. He recently 
published a book about the synagogue.

In the Kristallnacht pogrom in No-
vember 1938, Nazis set the building 
ablaze, but the local fire department put 
out the flames. A few years later, many 
of the community’s Jews were deported 
and killed in the Holocaust.

After the war, the building – located 
in the former East Germany – fell into 
disrepair. For a while it was used to store 
theater props, and it also housed a local 
family and their farm animals. The city 
bought the synagogue from the remnant 
Dresden Jewish community in 1963, 
and then formally purchased it again 
from the Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany in 1990 after 
the country’s unification.

A group of local citizens championed 
its restoration. Ultimately the costs of 
some 12.6 million euros (about $15 mil-
lion) were borne by the federal and state 
governments, as well as by private foun-
dations and individuals. The first thing 
to be fixed was the roof, in 1990.

As the final touch, the new star is ex-
pected to be placed on the dome later 
this year, Jacobowitz said.

“After many decades, the Jewish 
community in Görlitz finally has again a 
place of prayer and pause,” the Orthodox 
Rabbinical Conference Germany said in 
a statement last Monday. “We hope that 
the synagogue in Görlitz will be a place 
of exchange and encounter for all citi-
zens on this side and on the other side of 
the Neisse River, in order to learn much 
more about each other and from each 
other and to break down prejudices.”

In a gesture summing up years of in-
terfaith efforts, the son of a Protestant 
minister who worked in the city donat-
ed his own Steinway piano to the space, 
saying it would “now find a new home” 
in the town where he was raised.

Among those speaking at the event 
were Goerlitz Mayor Octavian Ursu; 
the prime minister of Saxony, Michael 
Kretschmer; and Rabbi Akiva Weingar-
ten of Dresden.

“I always have found it important that 
the synagogue has continued to show 
its scars,” Jacobowitz told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency, “to show that the 
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OBITUARIES
Mildred Wachter

Mildred Wachter, 101, of Atlanta, Ga., 
formerly of Memphis, Tenn., passed 
away on July 15, 2021. She was a friend 
of all, wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother who built her world 
around her family. She was a long-time 
student of art and an accomplished 
painter.

Mildred is predeceased by her hus-
band, Morris Wachter, and her first 
husband, Edward M. Fortas. She is sur-
vived by her children, Paul (Jan) Wach-
ter of Atlanta; Gary (Lynne) Wachter 
of Denver, and Denise (Earl) Levith of 
Zichron Yaacov, Israel; and her grand-
children: Eric (Miriam), Jeff (Amanda), 
Dana (Merlin), Edward, Jenny, Reuben, 
Levi and Gabi; and great-grandchildren: 
Joshua, Daniel, Alana, Jacob, Mika and 
Lenox.

Memorial donations may be made to 
a charity of your choosing. The funeral 
was held on Mon., July 19 with Rab-
bi Daniel Dorsch of Congregation Etz 
Chaim, officiating. Arrangements were 
made by Dressler’s 770-451-4999.

Help Keep Memphis 
Jewish Journalism 

Alive

To advertise in
Jewish Scene Magazine

or
The Hebrew Watchman

contact
larry@jewishscenemagazine.com

Subscribe
info@hebrewwatchman.com

The Hebrew Watchman
(weekly publication) Local $36
Jewish Scene Magazine (6 times 
a year) $25
Subscribe to both for $50 a year

By Abigail Klein Leichman
(Israel21c via JNS) – Israeli neurosci-

entists trained a 50-year-old man, blind 
from birth, to recognize objects using 
a sensory substitution algorithm called 
EyeMusic.

Developed by professor Amir Amedi, 
founding director of the Baruch Ivcher 
Institute for Brain, Cognition & Tech-
nology at IDC Herzliya, EyeMusic con-
verts visual stimuli into “soundscapes” 
– sound units that convey information 
about geometric shapes.

Functional magnetic resonance imag-

ing of the man’s brain before and after 
he learned to recognize soundscapes 
revealed that neural circuits in his brain 
had formed “topographic maps” previ-
ously thought to be incapable of form-
ing after infancy.

“The human brain is indeed more 
plastic during infancy, but it maintains 
an enormous potential for reprogram-
ming throughout a person’s life,” said 
Amedi, who did groundbreaking re-
search into sensory substitution devices 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

before joining IDC in 2019.
The latest study, reported in the jour-

nal NeuroImage, provides new evidence 
of the brain’s ability to change. It holds 
out promise that people can be trained to 
restore lost function, for example after 
a stroke.

Study co-author Shir Hofstetter of 
the Spinoza Centre for Neuroimaging 
in Amsterdam said that after the subject 
learned to interpret soundscapes, “His 
neural circuits were shown to be acti-
vated not only in the auditory cortices, 
but also in the occipital cortex, which 
receives visual stimuli in sighted people 
and is not expected to be activated in a 
congenitally blind individual.”

The scans revealed topographic maps 
tuned to pitch and time that had not exist-
ed before. For instance, tones of a similar 
pitch were represented by adjacent neu-
rons, whereas those of radically different 
pitches were represented by neurons that 
were distant from one another.

This is the first time that topographic 
maps have been shown to emerge in an 
adult human brain.

“Critical periods are not permanent 
cut-off points for developing new sen-
sory abilities – rather, in a way, we can 
give the brain a second chance at any 
point in life,” Amedi said.

This article was first published by Is-
rael21c. HW

In a German city with 30 Jews, a restored Art Deco synagogue will 
house interfaith efforts

By Toby Axelrod

Cultural Forum Synagogue Görlitz Credit: 
Screenshot from MDR Fernsehen

story of the Jews of Goerlitz will not be 
destroyed by political exigency.” HW
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‘Missing’ section of wall defending Jerusalem prior to Babylonian 
conquest unearthed in Old City

The section of the ancient city wall of Jerusalem recently unearthed at 
the City of David National Park.       Credit: Kobi Harati/City of David
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(Israel Hayom via JNS) – Archaeo-
logical excavations at the City of David 
National Park in the Old City of Jeru-
salem have unearthed the remains of an 
Iron Age city wall, constructed in the 
First Temple era, which was designed to 
protect Jerusalem against attacks from 
the east, the Israel Antiquities Authority 
reported last Tuesday.

The IAA is conducting the dig in col-

By Yori Yalon
laboration with the City of David Foun-
dation, as part of the park development 
process.

According to excavation directors 
Dr. Filip Vukosavović, of the Ancient 
Jerusalem Research Center, and Dr. Joe 
Uziel and Ortal Chalaf on behalf of the 
IAA, the unearthed city wall protected 
Jerusalem from “a number of attacks 
during the reign of the kings of Judah, 

until the arrival of the Babylonians, who 
managed to break through it and con-
quer the city.”

“The remains of the ruins can be 
seen in the archaeological excavations. 
However, not everything was destroyed, 
and parts of the walls, which stood and 
protected the city for decades and more, 
remain standing to this day,” the archae-
ologists said.

The newly excavated section of the 
wall connects two previously excavat-
ed segments on the eastern slope. In the 
1960s, British archaeologist Kathleen 
Kenyon uncovered a section of the wall 
at the northern part of the slope and dated 
it to the days of the Kingdom of Judah.

About a decade later, archaeologist 
Yigal Shiloh dug out a long section of 
the wall in excavations at the southern 
part of the slope. Over the years, doubts 
have been raised about whether these 
stone edifices were remains of the First 
Temple-era city wall. However, the 
new section appears to prove that the 
remains were all parts of the wall that 
once defended ancient Jerusalem.

Reconstruction of the sections un-
earthed in early 20th-century excava-
tions has allowed researchers to trace 
nearly 30 meters (98 feet) of the surviv-
ing wall to a height of 2.5 meters (eight 
feet) and a width of up to five meters 

(16.4 feet).
In 2 Kings, 25:10, the Bible describes 

the Babylonian conquest of the city thus: 
“The whole Babylonian army under the 
commander of the imperial guard broke 
down the walls around Jerusalem.”

But it appears that the eastern part of 
the wall withstood the Babylonian attack, 
possibly due to the precipitous nature of 
the eastern slope of the City of David, 
which slopes towards the Kidron Valley 
at an angle of more than 30 degrees.

Evidence of the Babylonian destruc-
tion can be seen in a building that stood 
next to the wall, which contained rows 
of storage jars that were smashed when 
the building burned and collapsed. 
The jars’ handles were stamped with 
rosettes, symbols associated with the 
Kingdom of Judah. Also discovered 
was a Babylonian stone seal bearing the 
symbols of two Babylonian gods, Mar-
duk and Nabu. Nearby, archaeologists 
found a bulla (a stamp seal impression 
made in clay) that was inscribed with 
the Judaean name “Tsafan.”

The latest finds from the ongoing ex-
cavation are scheduled to be presented 
in October at the IAA’s conference, 
“New Studies in the Archaeology of Je-
rusalem and its Region.”

This article first appeared in Israel 
Hayom. HW

Poll: 25 percent of American Jewish voters believe 
‘Israel is an apartheid state’

(Jewish Journal via JNS) – About a 
quarter of American Jewish voters view 
Israel as an apartheid state, according to 
a newly released survey.

The poll, which was conducted by the 
Jewish Electorate Institute from June 28-
July 1, asked respondents if they agreed 
or disagreed with the statement “Israel 
is an apartheid state.” Twenty-five per-
cent answered in the affirmative. The 52 
percent disagreed were split on whether 
or not calling Israel an apartheid state is 
anti-Semitic – 28 percent said it was an-
ti-Semitic, while 24 percent disagreed.

Additionally, 34 percent agreed with 
the statement: “Israel’s treatment of 
Palestinians is similar to racism in the 
U.S.,” and 22 percent agreed that “Is-

Israel becomes 
world’s first 
country to 
administer 
COVID-19 booster

(Israel21C via JNS) – Israel has be-
come the first country in the world to 
approve COVID-19 booster shots for 
immunocompromised adults.

Israel’s four health providers have 
been informed by the Ministry of Health 
that they can administer a third booster 
shot to adults with underlying immune 
problems.

The decision comes as the Delta 
variant continues to spread across the 
country, causing an acceleration in in-
fections, even among previously vacci-
nated people.

Last Sunday, the Health Ministry said 
there were 4,130 active cases domesti-
cally and 44 serious cases. Of these se-
rious cases, around half are vaccinated.

Health Minister Nitzan Horowitz an-
nounced the planned move last Sunday 
and said that the ministry is evaluating 
whether to offer boosters to the whole 
population.

Sheba Medical Center was one of 
the first to respond and announced that 
it will give a third shot to dozens of 
heart-transplant patients.

The news comes on the heels of a new 
report that shows a possible growing 
correlation between vaccinated Israelis 
who have been infected with the Delta 
variant and those who were among the 
first to get the vaccine in January or 
February of this year, suggesting that 
the vaccine’s protection fades over time.

Experts, however, say that it is still 
too soon to draw conclusions.

On Thursday last week, Pfizer an-
nounced that it will ask U.S. and Eu-
ropean regulators to authorize a third 
booster shot of its COVID-19 vaccine, 
saying that another shot within 12 
months could dramatically boost immu-
nity.

This article was first published by Is-
rael21c. HW

By Aaron Bandler
rael is committing genocide against the 
Palestinians.” Of those that disagreed 
with these statements, 20 percent and 
31 percent viewed them as anti-Semitic, 
respectively.

Only 9 percent said they agreed that 
“Israel doesn’t have the right to exist,” 
and 67 percent of those that disagreed 
with the statement said that not believ-
ing in Israel’s right to exist is anti-Se-
mitic. Sixty-two percent said they had 
an emotional attachment to Israel.

The survey also asked respondents 
which groups they are most concerned 
about as sources of anti-Semitism. Six-
ty-one percent said they were primarily 
concerned about anti-Semitism from 
right-wing groups and individuals, 22 

percent said they were most concerned 
about anti-Semitism from the left and 12 
percent said they were concerned about 
anti-Semitism from both the left and the 
right.

Eighty percent of respondents ap-
proved of U.S. President Joe Biden’s 
performance in office so far, and 74 
percent approved of his handling of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Sixty-four 
percent preferred Biden’s handling of 
anti-Semitism to that of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump; 63 percent believe 
Biden is doing a better job of handling 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict than 
Trump did.

This is an edited version of an article 
first published by the Jewish Journal. HW

By Nicky Blackburn
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Enduring
Memorials

Ori Sasson
Judo, Israel

Olympics...
(Continued From Page 3)

At the 2016 Rio Olympics, Or “Ori” 
Sasson won bronze in the men’s heavy-
weight judo competition and became a 
national hero overnight – not just for his 
skill but also his sportsmanship after one 
of his opponents, from Egypt, refused to 
shake his hand following a match.

“Every boy and girl saw not only a 
great athlete but a man with values,” 
then-Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu told Sasson in a phone call that 
was broadcast live on Israeli TV. “You 
showed the true face of Israel, its beau-
tiful face.”

Sasson spent the pandemic year delay 
competing on Israel’s version of “The 
Masked Singer” – his costume was a 
falafel sandwich – and finished third.

This year, the Kurdish Jewish Sasson 
– now 30 and likely in his last Olympics 
– is set to compete in the heavyweight 
competition and in the team competi-
tion, an addition to the Olympics judo 
lineup. Judo has been the pride of Isra-
el’s Olympic fortunes, winning five of 
the nation’s nine overall medals. (See 
more on one of Sasson’s teammates be-
low.)

The men’s 100+ kg competition is 
on July 30. The team competition is on 
July 31.

Sagi Muki
Judo, Israel

Sagi Muki made headlines when he 
befriended an Iranian judoka, Saeid 
Mollaei, who was forced to throw a 
match to avoid competing against an 
Israeli athlete. Mollaei fled Iran as a 
dissident and received refugee status in 
Germany. The story of their friendship 
is now being made into a TV show.

But Muki, 29, is an Olympic med-
al contender in his own right. The 
half-middleweight judoka is a two-time 
Israeli national champion, a 2019 world 
champion, and the 2017 and 2018 Eu-
ropean champion. He was expected to 
medal at the 2016 Rio Games but was 
hampered by an injury.

Born and raised in Netanya, Israel, to 
a Yemeni Jewish family, he started fo-
cusing on judo when he was 8 years old.

The men’s under-81 kg competition is 
on July 27.

Maru Teferi
Marathon, Israel

Maru Teferi, who was born in north-
western Ethiopia and immigrated to Is-
rael with his Jewish family when he was 
14, is the Israeli record holder in six dis-
tances, including the half marathon and 
the marathon. His fastest marathon time 
of 2:07:20, run right before the pandem-
ic in February 2020 – is just 6 minutes 
off the world record.

Now he’s set to compete in his sec-
ond Olympics. This time he’ll be joined 
by his wife, Selamawit “Selam” Dag-
nachew Teferi. They’ll be the first mar-
ried couple to represent Israel at the 
Olympics.

Teferi, 28, met now-wife Selam while 
training in Ethiopia in 2012. Selam, 27, 
is not Jewish, but she moved to Israel 
in 2017 after the couple married and be-
came an Israeli citizen. That made her 
eligible to represent Israel at the Olym-
pics.

“Even in our wildest dreams, we 
didn’t think this would be possible,” Se-
lam said.

The men’s marathon will take place 
on the last day of the Olympics, Aug. 8. 
To watch Selam, the women’s 5,000m 
competition begins July 30; the finals 
are Aug. 2. The women’s 10,000m is on 
Aug. 7.

Avi Schafer
Basketball, Japan

Avi Koki Schafer is sometimes list-
ed at 6-foot-10. With that height, you 
would think he has played basketball 
his entire life. But the Japanese Jewish 
athlete didn’t get into the sport until 
he was 16. Just seven years later, the 
23-year-old will be playing for Japan in 
the country’s home Olympics.

Schafer, whose mom is Japanese and 
dad is Jewish American, grew up in 
Japan but spent his senior year of high 
school playing for Brewster Academy in 
New Hampshire before going on to play 
Division I basketball at Georgia Tech 
for two years.

He left his sophomore year to go pro 
in Japan and since 2019 has played pro-
fessionally in his native country.

“When I came back to Japan from the 
United States and decided to become a 
professional in Japan, I made the deci-
sion with an eye on the Olympics,” he 
said shortly after being selected to the 
team. “It is held in my home country, 
and I want to show Japanese people 
what I can do.”

The men’s basketball tournament 
begins July 25. Japan’s first match is 
against Spain on July 26.

Ezra Frech
Paralympics track and field, 
USA

Ezra Frech is only 16 years old, but 
he’s already made a name for himself as 
a para-athlete. The Los Angeles native 
competes in the high jump, long jump 
and the 100m race.

Due to a congenital abnormality, Frech 
was born with only one finger on his left 
hand, and he was missing his left knee 
and shinbone. At 2 he had surgery to re-
move the curved part of his leg, and had 
a toe attached to his left hand. By 9 he 
was on “Ellen” talking about his athletics 
and advocating for adaptive sports, and 
at the 2019 World Para Athletics Cham-
pionships, he was the youngest athlete in 
the world to compete at 14.

“Everywhere you go, people don’t 
think you’re capable of what an 
able-bodied person can do,” Frech said. 
“I’ll go to my high school track meet, 
and they don’t expect the one-legged 
kid to go out and win the competition. 
When I was younger it got to me, but 
now it’s a motivation and excites me that 
I have a chance to prove people wrong, 
to shock them and turn some heads.”

His mom, Bahar Soomekh, is a Per-
sian Jewish actress. She fled Iran with 
her family in 1979. His dad, Clayton 
Frech, left his job in 2013 to found 
Angel City Sports – to bring adaptive 
sports opportunities to Los Angeles.

Frech said his goal in Tokyo is to win 
multiple medals. He has no shortage of 
confidence it will happen.

“You can quote me on this: I will be a 
multi medalist when I walk away from 
Tokyo,” he said. “We can look back af-
ter the Games and I’ll say, ‘I called it.’”

Maor Tiyouri
Marathon, Israel

Israel has another marathoner in Maor 
Tiyouri. Like Teferi, this is Tiyouri’s 
second Olympics, but qualifying this 
time was much more challenging for 
the 30-year-old runner. For the women’s 
marathon competition, the Olympic 
standard – the time needed to qualify 
for the games – dropped 15 minutes, 
from 2 hours, 45 minutes to 2:29:30. For 
Tiyouri, that meant running 13 minutes 
faster than her personal best.

“When they changed it back in 2018, 
I was devastated because it seemed like 
such a huge jump at the time and I didn’t 
fully believe then that I could quite get 
it in time for Tokyo,” Tiyouri told Alma. 
“I knew I had to raise my game if I 
wanted to be on that starting line.” And 
she made it – running 2:29:03 in April.

Her grandparents are from Iran and 
Iraq, and she is proud to represent the 
Jewish nation.

“Representing Israel, such a small 
country that has known so many hard-
ships in the little amount of time she ex-
isted, is such an honor and a privilege,” 
Tiyouri said.

The women’s marathon will take place 
on Aug. 7. Tiyouri will be joined by Lo-
nah Chemtai Salpeter, a Kenyan-Israeli 
runner who gained Israeli citizenship 
through marriage in March 2016 and ran 
for Israel in the 2016 Olympics.

Moran Samuel
Paralympics rowing, Israel

Moran Samuel won a Paralympic 
medal at the 2016 games in Rio, taking 
bronze in the women’s 1,000-meter sin-
gle sculls rowing competition.

Samuel, 39, grew up playing basket-
ball, and was a member of the Israeli 
women’s national team. In 2006, at the 
age of 24, she suffered a spinal stroke 
and was paralyzed in her lower body. 
She started playing wheelchair basket-
ball, then decided to try rowing to get to 
the Paralympic Games.

Her two biggest dreams were becom-
ing a mother and winning an Olympic 
medal — and now she’s achieved both.

“If you want to be a very successful 

woman, you should have a woman by 
your side,” she once joked. With wife 
Limor Goldberg, she’s now a mom of 
two. And in Tokyo, she’s going for gold.

Matthew Levy
Paralympics swimming, 
Australia

Matthew Levy is returning to compete 
in his fifth Paralympics. The Australian 
Jewish swimmer, 34, competes in the 
freestyle, butterfly and medley races.

Levy was born premature at 25 weeks 
with cerebral palsy and vision impair-
ment. Following many surgeries, he 
started swimming at 5 as part of his re-
habilitation. At 12 he realized he could 
swim competitively.

Levy made his Paralympic debut at 
the 2004 Athens Paralympics. At the 
2008 Beijing Games, he won his first 
medal – gold in the 4x100m medley. 
At the 2012 London Games he won 
five medals (a gold, a silver and three 
bronze), and at the 2016 Rio Games, he 
took home a bronze medal. He’s look-
ing to add to his medal count in Tokyo 
as the oldest member of the Australian 
Paralympic swimming team.

Two fun facts: In 2014, Levy was 
awarded a Medal of the Order of Aus-
tralia for his contributions to sport. And 
in 2017, at the Maccabiah Games, Levy 
became the first person in its history to 
break a world record while competing 
there. HW
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Herbert Hoover was NOT a man 
blessed with great timing.

He gets elected in 1928 and in 1929 
he’s smacked with a World Depression. 
Three years later he’s voted out of of-
fice by Franklin Delano Roosevelt with 
a huge plurality of six million votes. 
Don’t let the door hit you in the rear end, 
said six million Americans. And as the 
White House door slammed shut – the 
song ringing in the ex-president’s ear 
was: Happy Times are Here Again. His 
four years were no Camelot.

Bad timing. Few remembered that 
he saved millions of Europeans from 
the clutches of starvation – first in post-
World War I Belgium. And again, in 
hungry Central Europe. We Jews, who 
naturally look at the world through our 
own ethnic spectacles, consider Herbert 
Hoover and say, what’s he got to do with 
us?

Everything. Because the starving 
masses he fed in the early 20s were the 
bubbes and zaydes, uncles and aunts, 
maybe parents of many of us. If Oscar 
Schindler was pronounced a hero for 
saving a few thousand Jews, Herbert 
Hoover should be anointed as the Mos-
siach, the Messiah, or maybe granted 
charter membership to the Hall of Righ-
teous Gentiles. His contribution (“The 
Great Humanitarian” they called him) is 
told in the Hoover Digest, affiliated with 
Stanford University.

World War I – “the war to end all 
wars” – eventually brought us World 
War II, Communism in Russia, and the 

subsequent Cold War. But its first curse 
was starvation in Central Europe.

Between 1919 and 1921 the Amer-
ican relief effort, headed by Hoover, 
fed a million and a half Jewish children 
primarily in newly independent Poland 
– disgorged from Germany, Austria, and 
Poland. The challenge was daunting be-
cause Central Europe was convulsed in 
warfare. The Russians were marching 
on Warsaw; while Russia, roiled by rev-
olution, was pillaged by rival Royalists 
and Red gangs. This was like Katrina 
relief in the middle of a war.

The easiest part was getting the mon-
ey to buy food. Uncle Sam, as usual, 
was the first to open his wallet. The 
U.S. Congress contributed 100 million 
dollars and the U.S. Army contributed 
a fleet of railroad cars to transport food 
to out-of-the-way shtetles like Pinsk, 
Bielsk, Siemiatycze, and Brzesc.

Getting the food to starving Polish 
kids in this savage political environ-
ment had all the challenges of feeding 
malnourished Africa today. Hungry 
armies, murderous gangs, black marke-
teers, corrupt local officials, transport 
lack stalked the treasure trove of nutri-
tion that the American Relief Agency 
brought into Central Europe through 
Danzig. Somehow, Hoover, who knew 
more about getting nourishment into 
hungry mouths than anyone on the plan-
et, negotiated this gauntlet of obstacles. 
In most cases, the food supplies were 
shepherded directly to the schools by 
the American relief workers. Hoover 
wisely avoided government channels. 
He wanted to feed kids, not enrich cor-
rupt bureaucrats. Millions were fed.

The Hoover Institution at Stanford 
University has recently illuminated this 
bittersweet chapter in history, an era that 
has not found its way into our textbooks. 
A couple years ago they released a re-
port on Hoover’s work by Elena Dan-
ielson. It tells us how she came upon 
an old “beautifully gold-tooled leather 

portfolio” in the archives. It contained 
presentations, proudly presented to the 
“Great Humanitarian,” upon his visit to 
Poland in l921, by school kids. She went 
to Zachary Baker, curator of Judaica at 
the Stanford University Libraries – a 
Yiddish translator – for help. The port-
folio was overflowing with letters from 
another world – a time and place called 
loosely, Poland 1921. The land of many 
of our forefathers – of shtetles, hasids, 
cheders, and Isaac Bashevis Singer and 
the Baal Shem Tov, and Sholom Ale-
ichem. And finally, the very ground zero 
of the Holocaust.

Here are letters from school children, 
most of whom never reached middle 
age. They write thank you letters to 
the American businessman, Herbert 
Hoover, who culturally was as unlike 
them as a Hindu Maharaja, a continent 
away in India. They could not imag-
ine the wealth and freedom of Herbert 
Hoover or the average American if they 
spent a lifetime of study in their ched-
er or study rooms. It was beyond their 
wildest dreams.

Their letters are perfumed with the 
innocence of youth and the warm grati-
tude of full stomachs. The children elab-
orately thank the American business-
man. Then proudly demonstrating their 
newly learned ability, there’s a scrawl 
of childish signatures and decorative 
artwork. Other cards and notes bear pic-
tures of the children’s school, festooned 
with American flags.

One letter, in Hebrew, is decorated 
with a drawing of a can of sweetened 
condensed milk. Such cans were used 
for drinking cups. Tin cans for cups; a 
poverty unknown to us was endemic in 
Central Europe. The cups came to sym-
bolize the American effort.

A youngster named Ary Goldman 
adds a poem to his thanks and does not 
forget to ask for money to buy books. It 
is a blessing in disguise that we know not 
what happened to Ary and his school-

boy friends when Nazi and Communist 
armies carved up their country. His final 
verse says it all: Send us “Money for 
clothes, for rice and other types of food, 
so that we may be able to study the To-
rah without fear. One of the students in 
the Pinsk Talmud Torah: Ary Goldman, 
17 Sivan 5681, June 23, 1921.”

Another group of youngsters presents 
a card vivid with orange cornflowers 
and declares, “We the Jewish children 
signed below of the town of Siemiaty-
cze, the country of Bielsk, and the land 
of Grodno, kitchen no. 4 send our greet-
ings to American children, from Poland 
to noble America in homage to Herbert 
Hoover. – On the day of July 4th, the 
year 1921.”

Sometimes the past is as hidden from 
us as the future. This mitzvah, this good 
deed by a Quaker humanitarian unrec-
ognized by the history books, is un-
known to Jewish hearts.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the US, on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

President Hoover and the Jews
Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Insights From Israel

By Howard Weisband
Surprise: from the shtetl to the State, an Israeli national baseball team

We’re going to the Olympics! Really?
The modern State of Israel was 

founded in 1948. From 1952 onward 
Israel was represented every four years 
in the Summer Olympics. (The excep-
tion being 1980 when Israel was part of 
the multi-nation boycott of the Moscow 
Olympics. Israeli athletes have partic-
ipated in the Winter Olympics since 
1994.)

Athletes have worn the Israeli flag in 
athletics and badminton, through multi-
ple sports, to tennis and wrestling. Med-
als have been won, nine to be exact, in 
judo, sailing, and canoeing. Our first 
medal winner was Yael Arad, who took 
home a Silver Medal in judo from Bar-
celona in 1992.

The Israeli delegation to Tokyo next 
month will include 89 athletes, almost 
double the 47 who were in Brazil in 
2016. Twenty-four of the athletes in Ja-
pan will be playing baseball for Israel.

Baseball? In Israel?
Baseball is an American game… as 

American as apple pie, hot dogs, peanuts 
and beer! Welcome to the Holy Land.

Actually, there is some Jewish history 
to this American import to the Land of 
Milk and Honey.

Jeffrey Gurock, professor of Jewish 
History at Yeshiva University, writes 
in “Judaism’s Encounter with Amer-
ican Sports” (2005, page 43) that in 
the 19th century European shtetl, chil-
dren played primitive forms of baseball 
called “Oina” (a Romanian traditional 
sport similar to baseball,” Wikipedia) 
and “Myatch.”

With the waves of immigration to 
the United States, Jews took up the 
great American pastime. Many became 
ballplayers on all levels, with Major 
Leaguers Hank Greenberg and Sandy 
Koufax the most notable as members of 
the Hall of Fame. Some became own-
ers, perhaps the first example being an 

1881 immigrant from Germany, Barney 
Dreyfus, who eventually bought the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in 1899, and is cred-
ited with creating the World Series in 
1903 with the then Boston owner. Drey-
fus too is in the Hall of Fame.

With a sizeable American immigra-
tion, or Aliyah, to Israel, baseball was 
imported, initially to Jerusalem and then 
throughout the country. The local game 
hardly rivals Israel’s major sports, such 
as soccer, basketball, and tennis, but it 
is gaining a foothold. There are leagues 
and national teams on several levels 
(http://www.baseball.org.il/), with an 
Under-18 team currently playing in a 
European tournament.

At the adult level, Team Israel took 
the plunge into international competi-
tion in 2013 in the World Baseball Clas-
sic (WBC). The WBC is played every 
four years, and Israel finished in an un-
expected sixth place in 2017. Following 
that, it was on to the Olympics qualifiers 
in the Europe/Africa division in 2019, 
which Team Israel won!

While a few players on the team are 
Israeli born, all others have travelled to 
Israel, spent time here, and have become 
olim, Israeli citizens. The majority of 
the roster are Jewish American athletes, 
current and former players in college 
or in the minors, and some for Major 
League teams. As these players came to 
Israel, some for the first time, they re-
flected and shared their experiences in 
various articles. For example:

Ian Kinsler: “We went to Jerusalem, 

we went to the Dead Sea… the whole 
experience was just eye opening and 
moving.”

Ty Kelly: “Getting to sort of redis-
cover everything and kind of get closer 
to Israel and to Judaism, to the Jewish 
people – it’s been so cool.”

Jeremy Bleich: “Joining the Israeli 
Olympic team allowed me to be proud 
of my family and the path my family has 
taken, while also playing baseball.”

Ryan Lavarnway: “I personally feel a 
part of this, of Israel – the Jewish State 
of Israel. I feel a big part of this.”

If only all American Jews were to 
visit Israel and represent this wonderful 
country with such expression. A subject 
perhaps for future columns.

Meanwhile, there is an excitement 
for all of our Israeli athletes who will 
be competing in the Tokyo Olympics 
next month. For me, baseball has al-
ways held a special place as my favor-
ite sport and most played. I encourage 
you to follow Team Israel, our baseball 
team, and all of our Olympic compet-
itors.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and Ex-
ecutive Director (1977-84) of the Mem-
phis Jewish Federation. Following Ali-
yah with his family in 1986, he served as 
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency 
for Israel through 1997, and then in 
other senior professional positions in 
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in 
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweis-
band@gmail.com HW
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Julia Haart has a message for ‘My Unorthodox Life’ critics: Watch 
before you judge me

 Julia Haart, the CEO of Elite World Group, stars in the new reality show 
“My Unorthodox Life.” The show documents her life after leaving the 
Orthodox Jewish community.       Credit: Courtesy of Netflix
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By Shira Hanau
(JTA) – The day “My Unorthodox 

Life” premiered on Netflix, its subject 
Julia Haart was frustrated by the neg-
ative reviews – especially those from 
Jews who live the way she once did.

“Before you judge the show, maybe 
you might want to watch the show?” 
Haart told the Jewish Telegraphic Agen-
cy last Wednesday, responding to those 
who say the reality TV series is only the 
latest in a series of pop culture cheap 
shots against Orthodoxy.

“Because they had the word ‘unortho-
dox’ in it, people have made a thousand 
assumptions without actually taking the 
time to listen to what I actually have to 
say,” said Haart, the CEO of the global 
modeling agency Elite World Group. “If 
someone watches the show … it’s going 
to be really hard for someone to say I 
don’t mention anything positive.”

What Haart has to say, though, might 
be hard to hear for those who defended 
Orthodoxy against Netflix’s previous 
forays into stories about people who 
have left Orthodox communities.

The title “My Unorthodox Life” pays 
homage to the company’s 2020 Em-
my-winning hit “Unorthodox,” a series 
loosely based on the 2012 bestselling 
memoir by Deborah Feldman, who left 
the Hasidic community after marrying 
at 17 and having a son. That show was 
preceded by “One of Us,” a 2017 doc-
umentary following the lives of three 
formerly Hasidic Jews, one of whom 
grapples with the aftermath of sexual 
abuse, as they struggle to acclimate to 
the challenges of their new lives.

But while critics of those shows could 
make the case – and sometimes did – 
that the abuse and trauma prompting the 
subjects to leave stemmed from simply 
a few bad Orthodox apples, Haart says 
the problem is endemic to the haredi 
Orthodox world, where women typi-
cally marry young, have many children 
and rarely pursue higher education or 
high-power careers.

“What I would love to see is that 
women have an opportunity to have a 
real education, can go to college, do not 
get married off at 19 on a shidduch,” 
or arranged match, Haart told JTA. “I 
want women to be able to sing in public 
if they want or dance in public if they 
want. I want them to create. I want them 
to be doctors or lawyers or whatever 
they want to be. I want them to know 
that they matter, in and of themselves, 
not just as wives and mothers.”

A flurry of press surrounding the 
show’s premiere has already made the 
contours of Haart’s life familiar to many. 
She was born Julia Leibov in what was 
then the Soviet Union. (She later went 
by Talia beginning around the time she 
began dating for marriage.) Her parents 
were observant Jews, though that was 

difficult at the time – despite there being 
no mikvahs, or Jewish ritual baths, in 
the country at that time, Haart’s mother 
would still immerse in the Black Sea, 
even in the dead of winter.

The family came to the United States 
in the 1970s and moved to Austin, Tex-
as, where Haart was the only Jew en-
rolled at her private school. When she 
was in the fourth grade, the family, 
having grown more religious, moved 
to Monsey, a town outside of New York 
City that is home to a large population 
of Orthodox Jews. Haart was enrolled 
in a religious girls’ school there and, for 
the first time, did not regularly encoun-
ter anyone in her daily life who was not 
an observant Jew.

She said the change induced a deep 
culture shock.

“I’d always been very proud of being 
Jewish, I loved my Jewish identity,” 
Haart said. “I just didn’t know that that 
meant I had to cut myself off from the 
rest of the world.”

Haart graduated from high school in 
Monsey and went on to attend a reli-
gious girls’ seminary in Israel for a year 
before returning to begin “shidduchim,” 
or matchmaker-arranged dating. At 19, 
she married Yosef Hendler and they 
moved to Flatbush, Brooklyn, where 
Hendler studied at a local yeshiva.

The couple later returned to Monsey 
and were part of an Orthodox communi-
ty called “yeshivish” because of the cen-
trality of yeshivas where men study To-
rah, sometimes full-time. In some ways 
the yeshivish community is less insular 
than the Hasidic communities that Feld-
man and the “One of Us” subjects left, 
with most people speaking English as a 
first language and some attending col-
lege and graduate school.

Haart’s husband was among them, 
graduating from the prestigious Whar-
ton School at the University of Penn-
sylvania before becoming more obser-
vant and settling into a career in energy. 
When he was offered a job in Atlanta in 
the 1990s, Haart jumped at the opportu-
nity to move.

“Out-of-town” communities, or Or-
thodox communities outside the metro-
politan New York area, are considered 
more open-minded and often allow for a 
greater variety of religious practice than 
communities in New York and New Jer-
sey.

“I was so ecstatic honestly, it didn’t 
occur to me to leave the world. But at 
least I thought, you know, out of town is 
a little more relaxed,” Haart said. “At-
lanta was the beginning of everything.”

Haart became a leader in the local 
Orthodox community there, delivering 
widely attended lectures on Jewish top-
ics and gaining a reputation as an en-
gaging teacher. She often hosted large 

Shabbat meals, feeding on average 40 
people a week. Among them were local 
college students and others in need of a 
Shabbat meal or wanting to learn more 
about Shabbat.

Those encounters introduced her to 
secular Jews and exposed her to their 
ways of life. She started visiting the 
local Barnes and Noble and picking up 
secular literature, then bought a televi-
sion and started going to drive-in mov-
ies with her husband. (She said they 
preferred drive-ins because there they 
weren’t “mixing with non-Jews.”)

But when Haart tried to import some 
of what she was learning about the sec-
ular world into her own life, she said she 
ran into brick walls.

“I just was tired of being told … Ju-
lia, you’re too noticeable, Julia, your 
clothes are too tight, Julia, your clothes 
are too colorful, Julia, stop attracting at-
tention,” she recalled. “I was so tired of 
being told to make myself invisible.”

She tried speaking with teachers and 
rabbis about her struggles in her reli-
gious community. Rabbis told her to 
recite Psalms.

“My favorite one was someone who 
told me, Julia, where does it say you 
need to be happy? There’s nowhere in 
the Torah that it says that,” Haart said.

By the time her oldest daughter, Bat-
sheva, was married at 19 in 2012, Haart 
had learned enough about the “outside 
world” to want to jump in. The week 
after the wedding, Haart left behind 
the Orthodox community, taking her 
younger daughter, Miriam. (An older 
son, Shlomo, later moved to New York 
City and continued to observe Shab-
bat, though he said he recently stopped 
wearing a kippah. Haart and her ex-hus-
band share custody of their youngest 
son, Aron, who is 14 and attends an 
Orthodox school. All of the children ap-
pear on the show.)

Within a year of leaving, Haart 
launched an eponymous shoe compa-
ny. Within a short time she had been 
tapped to become the creative director 
at the luxury lingerie brand La Perla, 
where she was influential in getting 
Kim Kardashian, whose family’s reality 

show paved the way for “My Unorth-
odox Life,” to don a bra as outerwear. 
In 2019, Haart assumed the top role at 
the talent management company Elite 
World Group, whose chairman is her 
Italian husband.

The show is thin on details about 
Haart’s meteoric rise from ex-Orthodox 
mother to globetrotting fashion CEO. 
For that, Haart said, you’ll have to wait 
for her memoir, which is scheduled for 
release next spring. (The book figures 
heavily into the show’s first episodes, as 
Haart disagrees with some of her chil-
dren about whether she should be able 
to disclose personal details about them.)

But Haart said her religious journey 
was more gradual. She said she learned 
about the world beyond her Orthodox 
community for eight years before she 
left, slowly experimenting with some of 
the more stringent parts of her religious 
life along the way.

“People just assume that I walked out 
one day. That’s not what happened,” she 
said. “It took over eight years for me to 
leave, and in those eight years I became 
less and less fundamentalist. So, people 
who know me from the last few years 
before I left know a very different wom-
an than the woman [I was] until 35.”

That doesn’t mean she embraced the 
outside world in the way she is seen 
doing on the show, where she wears 
revealing clothing, freely dispensing 
advice about vibrators and eating non-
kosher food. During her years in Atlanta 
before she left, Haart taught in a reli-
gious school and gave classes to women 
in her community. Recordings of some 
of her religious lectures can still be 
found online.

“When I say that we became more 
and more secular, it’s still your nose 
pressed against the glass at the bakery 
door, but we’re not going into the bak-
ery, and we’re certainly not buying the 
croissant,” Haart said. “For those eight 
years I was looking.”

Yael Reisman, director of field and 
movement building at Footsteps, an 

(See Haart Page 12)
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organization that helps those who wish 
to leave Orthodox communities to ad-
just to life in the secular world, said the 
story of Haart’s journey could be inspir-
ing. But she said it could also be danger-
ously misleading.

“Our members really struggle,” Reis-
man said. “Leaving comes at such a tre-
mendous cost, there’s so much on the 
line. I worry that the show doesn’t deal 
with the complexities of leaving every-
thing you know behind.”

Haart and her family members do 
allude to the challenges of leaving Or-
thodox communities. Her son-in-law, 
Binyamin Weinstein, said he entered 
real estate because only a high school 
diploma is required, and Haart frequent-
ly bemoans the poor education she and 
her children received in Monsey. Else-
where, Shlomo has discussed having to 
make up lost ground at a local commu-
nity college before being able to transfer 
to Columbia University.

But Haart and her children disagree 
about how to assist someone who might 
want to leave the Orthodox community. 
In one episode of the show, Haart invites 
a woman who wishes to leave her com-
munity to discuss the process of starting 
a new life. Instead of offering her ca-
reer advice, as Batsheva and Ben think 
she should, Haart gives the woman a 
makeover complete with a new haircut, 

makeup and jeans. To her children’s 
chagrin, she gives the woman a vibrator.

“If you were coming from Monsey 
and you had never been in a big, beau-
tiful office and met a CEO, what would 
your next step be the next day?” Batshe-
va asks. “Mine would be, wow, that’s 
really amazing, I want to be out in the 
workforce and the world. But I would 
still feel lost as to how can I get there.”

Ben, speaking to Miriam, adds: “I 
think what Batsheva is saying is it would 
have been more practical if your mother 
sat down with her and looked for jobs 
and showed her a game plan as opposed 
to the hair and makeup and vibrator.”

Batsheva confronts her mother, who 
defends her approach.

“I’m trying to promote self-knowl-
edge, and knowing how to plea-
sure yourself as a woman is part of 
self-knowledge,” Haart said.

It’s clear that Haart would prefer her 
children to be in her world than in the 
Orthodox community and that she is 
uncomfortable with them embracing 
aspects of the life she left behind. The 
series shows Haart sometimes pushing 
her children to be less religiously obser-
vant, for example urging her youngest 
son to reconsider his decision not to talk 
to girls and chastising her son-in-law 
for his discomfort when Batsheva wears 
pants. But there are also scenes where 
she notes the presence of kosher food 
and celebrates the holiday of Sukkot 
with her children and one of her sisters 

who is still observant.
“If you watch it, you see that we all 

love each other and even though my 
mom isn’t religious … she’s extremely 
respectful, you know, does all the hol-
idays with us, makes sure that there’s 
kosher food options, respects our trav-
el restrictions on Shabbat,” Batsheva 
Weinstein, who now identifies as Mod-
ern Orthodox, told JTA.

Some Orthodox critics see the show 
as a malicious smear on the entire Or-
thodox community, and Haart’s support 
for those seeking to leave as proof that 
she has an agenda beyond telling her 
own story. The Orthodox Jewish Pub-
lic Affairs Committee has been critiqu-
ing the show on Twitter, and Orthodox 
women have even taken to social media 
to counter the portrayal of Orthodoxy 
offered by the show, sharing stories of 
finding fulfillment in their own lives 
as Orthodox women alongside smiling 
photos of themselves with their hair 
covered and wearing modest dress with 
the hashtag #MyOrthodoxLife.

“These salacious stories are active-
ly making people hate Jews,” Kylie 
Ora Lobell writes in the Jewish Jour-
nal. “And Orthodox Jews usually don’t 
speak up because they are too busy liv-
ing their lives and not paying attention 
to what the media has to say. If they do 
take a stance, mainstream publications 
typically won’t publish their responses. 
The media doesn’t want to hear it. And 
so we just get pummeled over and over 

Haart...
(Continued From Page 11)

again.”
Writing in Glamour, Jenny Singer 

took issue with the idea that watching 
“My Unorthodox Life” would constitute 
a form of feminist activism. Instead, she 
said, the show could make Orthodox 
Jews even more vulnerable to antisem-
itism.

“It’s not acceptable to castigate an 
entire minority group, no matter how 
much you disagree with them or how 
harmful some of their practices are. It 
doesn’t help Orthodox women; it just 
puts all Orthodox people in danger,” 
Singer wrote.

Reisman said the idea that stories like 
Haart’s cause antisemitism are baseless.

“I can’t say how problematic that is. 
These stories don’t cause antisemitism, 
it’s just another tactic to get people to 
be quiet,” she said. “I think what needs 
to be addressed is these behaviors that 
make people leave.”

Haart, too, rejects the criticism that 
the show is antisemitic or anti-Ortho-
dox. She still believes in God, she said, 
and she cherishes the values of kindness 
and charity she said she takes from Ju-
daism.

She just doesn’t want any other women 
to feel the despair she experienced as a 
young bride and mother whose role in her 
community felt sharply circumscribed.

“Shabbos is beautiful. You think I 
want people to stop keeping Shabbos? Of 
course not,” Haart said. “I do want them 
to stop telling women what to do.” HW
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