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On Sunday, July 11, FedLED, the 
young adult leadership, education, and 
development program of Memphis Jew-
ish Federation, held its second bi-annual 
children’s clothing sale fundraiser bene-
fiting Federation’s senior meals program.

During this successful event, chil-
dren’s clothes donated by members of 
the Jewish community were organized 
onto tables at low price points and then 
sold to shoppers. Proceeds from the 
sale went directly to support kosher, 
home-delivered meals for isolated se-
niors, where every $7 raised from the 
sale is equivalent to buying a meal for 
a senior.

“I loved watching this next generation 
take on some of the same projects we 
did when I was younger,” said Renelle 
Ballin, event volunteer. “I enjoyed be-

ing part of it and wanted to help support 
my daughter and her friends.”

Fifteen volunteers assisted in the 
preparation, run, and clean-up of the 
sale. Leading the event were FedLED 
committee members Jana Weiskopf, 
FedLED co-chairs Jaclyn Marshall and 
Martin Klazmer; and Emily Lennon and 
Aviva Freiden. More volunteers assisted 
with this event than the previous cloth-
ing FedLED clothing sale, which oc-
curred earlier in the year.

“Giving back to our community, being 
involved, and helping fellow community 
members is contagious,” said Jaclyn. “It 
truly feels great knowing that we collec-
tively worked together to help others.”

The event raised just over $700, 
which translates to 100 meals for se-
niors. Sophie Bloch, Federation’s di-
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FedLED Clothing Drive benefits 
Memphis senior meals program

Abby Wilson volunteers for FedLED clothing sale

By Steven Holman

rector of Young Adult Leadership, who 
coordinated the volunteers and provid-
ed logistical support for the project, 
said the clothing sale “was definitely a 
positive event! Not only because of the 
amount of money raised and the number 
of meals we provided for home-bound 
seniors, but also thanks to the number of 
volunteers who were engaged in making 
it happen.

Because the event took place at the JCC 
Pavilion, everyone from pickleball play-
ers to pool-goers stopped by to peruse the 
items, and it was apparent that the larger 
Memphis Jewish community knew what 
we were doing,” she continued.

All of the clothing not purchased by 
the end of the sale was promptly donat-
ed to Memphis Rox, who oversees The 
Soulsville Community Closet initiative 
located on the One Family Campus. 
This program offers essential staples 
such as hygiene and household items as 
well as clothing at an affordable price, 
and they were very grateful for the 
clothing donation.

“This event gave our community a 
chance to safely join together and do 
something for the greater good and con-
tribute to those in need,” said Jana. “We 
delivered over 25 bags of kids clothes 
to Memphis Rox’s Community Closet 
initiative. It was nice to know that we 
could help provide even the smallest 
amount of assistance.”

“Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in this event, whether it was through 
donating clothes, volunteering, shopping, 
or just checking it out,” said Sophie.

If you are a young adult in our com-
munity and would like to be involved in 
FedLED, please contact Sophie Bloch at 
sbloch@jcpmemphis.org. HW

Orthodox protesters disrupt Conservative Tisha B’Av prayer at 
Western Wall egalitarian section

By Ben Sales
(JTA) – A crowd of Orthodox men 

disrupted a Conservative prayer service 
on Tisha B’Av, a Jewish day of mourn-
ing, at the Western Wall – shouting 
down worshippers, attempting to block 
the entrance and setting up a makeshift 
divider meant to separate between men 
and women.

The disturbance happened last Sat-
urday night at the non-Orthodox sec-
tion of the Western Wall in Jerusalem, 
Judaism’s holiest prayer site, where the 
Jewish Holy Temples once stood. The 
Western Wall’s main plaza allows only 
Orthodox prayer, which is gender-seg-
regated. Non-Orthodox groups gather to 

the south of the main plaza, at a section 
of the wall where people of all genders 
are allowed to pray together.

When a group of Conservative Jewish 
worshippers came to the non-Orthodox 
section last Saturday night, they were 
met by a crowd of Orthodox men who 
attempted to occupy the site, block the 
entrance and prevent the Conservative 
service.

The Orthodox men set up a mechit-
za, meant to divide between men and 
women, and shouted and sang as the 
worshippers read the book of Eicha, or 
Lamentations, which is read on Tisha 
B’Av to mourn the destruction of the 
two Holy Temples.

Israeli non-Orthodox leaders drew a 
link between the incident and the string 
of Jewish tragedies commemorated 
on Tisha B’Av, including the destruc-
tion of the two Holy Temples. Rakefet 
Ginsberg, the executive director of the 
Masorti (Conservative) Movement in 
Israel, wrote on Facebook that the inci-
dent drives home the danger of “base-
less hatred” between Jews, an idea Jew-
ish sages have historically associated 
with the Temples’ destruction.

“Yesterday evening, it was possible to 
see, with one’s own eyes, how baseless ha-
tred and fanaticism lead to destruction,” she 
wrote. Conservative leaders in the United 
States also condemned the disruption.

Gilad Kariv, the first Reform rabbi 
elected to Israel’s parliament, wrote on 
Facebook, “If there’s one lesson to Ti-
sha B’Av, it’s that the fire of extremism 
and hate won’t stop here and will con-
tinue to threaten more and more parts of 
Israeli society.”

Kariv called on the government to im-
plement an agreement approved in 2016 
that would have expanded the egalitarian 
section and formalized its status in Is-
raeli law. Former Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu scrapped the agree-
ment in 2017 under pressure from his 
haredi Orthodox allies, but current Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett has signaled 
that he is open to implementing it. HW

(JNS) – A nursing student pleaded 
guilty last Tuesday to murder and other 
charges after shooting a gun inside the 
Chabad of Poway synagogue in Califor-
nia in April 2019.

By pleading guilty, John Earnest 
avoided the death penalty in San Diego 
Superior Court, reported the AP.

The San Diego County district attor-
ney’s office said he agreed to a life sen-
tence without the possibility of parole.

Earnest fired bullets at congregants on 
a Saturday morning during the last day 
of Passover, killing 60-year-old Lori 
Gilber-Kaye and wounding three others, 
including a child and the senior rabbi at 
the time, Yisroel Goldstein.

Earnest, 19 at the time, called 911 af-
terwards and said he committed the act 
because Jews were trying to “destroy all 
white people.”

The district attorney’s office said: 
“While we reserved the option of trying 
this as a death-penalty case, life in pris-
on without the possibility of parole for 
the defendant is an appropriate resolu-
tion to this violent hate crime, and we 
hope it brings a measure of justice and 
closure to the victims, their families, 
friends and the wider community.” HW

Chabad of Poway 
synagogue 
shooter pleads 
guilty, gets life 
without parole

Poway synagogue shooter John 
Earnest.             Credit: Screenshot.
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Mark Rubin has been named execu-
tive director of Jewish Children’s Re-
gional Service (JCRS), becoming only 
the fourth leader of the Jewish social 
service agency since 1946.

A New Orleans native, Rubin was 
unanimously approved by a board vote 
on July 15. His appointment is effective 
August 1, 2021. He has served as devel-
opment director at JCRS for the previ-
ous nine years.

Ned Goldberg, who became JCRS 
executive director in 1988, announced 
his retirement to the Governing Board 
earlier this year. He will assume the role 
of executive director emeritus. Gold-
berg had succeeded Sanford and Viola 
Weiss, who led the agency for over four 
decades, creating programs for camp 
scholarships and college aid. They also 
created an out-of-home care program 
which, was expanded and has become 
the present JCRS Special Needs Pro-
gram for challenged Jewish youth.

“We look forward to working with 
Mark in his new position as executive 
director and have no doubts that he will 
transition into this role with great ease,” 
said Michael Goldman, JCRS president. 
“Under Mark’s leadership, JCRS will 
not only continue to flourish but will ex-
pand its influence in order to help more 
Jewish children than ever before.”

Rubin joined JCRS in September 
2012 as the agency’s first-ever develop-
ment director. Rubin has made a tremen-
dous impact on the agency in growing 
its reach in terms of fundraising and out-
reach to the Jewish community, both lo-
cally and across the agency’s seven-state 
region. The JCRS annual Jewish Roots 
Gala has become the signature Jewish 
gathering event in Greater New Orleans 
and has garnered more than $1.4 million 
since starting the series in 2011. Most 
recently, Rubin was responsible for ex-
panding the agency’s disaster relief ef-
forts to include financial assistance for 
families with minor children who are 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rubin is a non-profit professional with 

more than 20 years of mission-driven 
development and program experience. 
He has worked for national and local or-
ganizations such as the American Can-
cer Society, the Arthritis Foundation and 
Tulane University. Mark has a master’s 
degree in Arts Administration from the 
University of New Orleans and a liberal 
arts degree from New York University, 
where he graduated with distinction.

Rubin and his wife, Andrea, who is 
also a New Orleans native, have two 
children, Rebecca, 18, and Jayden, 13. 
They are active members of Shir Cha-
dash Conservative Congregation.

“I am excited to begin this new chapter 
for the future of JCRS. It is an honor for 
me to build on the tremendous work that 
Ned has done with the agency,” Rubin 
said. “There are always Jewish kids in 
need – in good times and in challenging 
ones like the pandemic. Every day, JCRS 
makes a tremendous impact on the lives 
of Jewish youth through our programs 
and outreach. I look forward to work-
ing with our truly dedicated Governing 
Board, volunteers, and staff to meet that 
need where we can help the most.”

Since 1855, JCRS has provided 
needs-based scholarships, support and 
service to Jewish youth and families in 
the form of college aid, Jewish summer 
camp grants, and assistance to chil-
dren with special needs. In 2020, JCRS 
reached more than 1,800 youth across 
seven Mid-South states. HW

Mark Rubin named JCRS Executive 
Director
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Syria reports second Israeli airstrike within week
(JNS) – Israel conducted its second 

round of airstrikes in Syria last week on 
Thursday morning, according to official 
Syrian media.

The strikes targeted the Al-Qusayr 
region in Homs Province and caused 
material damage but no casualties, the 
Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) re-
ported, citing a Syrian military source. 
They were launched from Lebanese air-
space, according to the report.

According to the U.K.-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR), a war monitor group with 

activists on the ground in Syria, the at-
tacks destroyed arms and ammunition 
depots belonging to Hezbollah in the 
Al-Dabaa/Al-Qusayr region southwest 
of Homs city and did cause casualties.

Last Monday, SANA reported that Is-
rael had struck targets in the As-Safira 
region to the southeast of Aleppo. Ac-
cording to SOHR, the strikes targeted 
“Syrian regime defense factories,” as 
well as an Iranian base and weapons 
warehouses used by Iran-backed mili-
tias. No casualties were reported in that 
strike. HW

The aftermath of alleged Israeli airstrikes near Damascus on Feb. 15, 2021.  
                    Credit: Source: Majd Fahd/Twitter.
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(JNS) – As soon as it can enter into op-
erations, the new Russian single-engine 
stealth fighter jet will likely arrive in the 
Middle East through future arms sales to 
local countries, though this does not form 
a severe threat to Israel’s security, a for-
mer Israeli defense official has assessed.

Russia is due to unveil its Checkmate 
jet at the MAKS international air exhi-
bition, held from July 20 to July 25 at 
Zhukovsky International Airport, 40 ki-
lometers southeast of Moscow. The jet 
is being made by Russia’s United Air-
craft Corporation, of which the Russian 
government owns a majority stake.

Yair Ramati, former director of the 
Defense Ministry’s Israel Missile De-

fense Organization, noted that Egypt 
already possesses Russian Sukhoi SU-
35 jets (Sukhoi is a branch of the United 
Aircraft Corporation).

“We have to assume that sooner or lat-
er, the new Russian stealth fighter will 
arrive in the Middle East,” said Ramati.

The fact that stealth technology will 
be available to states that have not been 
able to purchase the F-35 fighter jets, 
which are made by America’s Lockheed 
Martin, means that traditional Israeli ob-
jections to sales of the F-35 to regional 
countries become less relevant.

It will be several years before the jet 
is ready for operational use.

The Israeli Air Force does not deal 
with air-to-air combat scenarios these 

days, but Israeli air defenses will still 
need to be able to ensure they can deal 
with the new jet, said Ramati.

Israeli defense industries, on the oth-
er hand, like other global industries, 
may have a new opportunity to develop 
various electro-optical sensors, radars 
and interceptors and to export these in 
light of the jet’s arrival to some markets 
around the world.

“Air defenses are a central aspect of 
the Israeli defense exports portfolio,” 
said Ramati.

So far, the F-35 has been “the only 
game in town” in Western countries 
when it comes to fifth-generation stealth 
fighter jets, he said.

European jet producers will like-
ly not have their own next-generation 
stealth fighters until the mid-2040s, he 
assessed. (China has two stealth fighter 
jets: J-20 and J-31.)
‘We don’t know about this plane’s 
avionics yet’

Only a few images have so far 
emerged of the jet on social media, and 
those suggest that the plane is around 80 
percent of the dimensions and weight of 
the F-35, said Ramati.

The new jet is powered by a version 
of AL-41F Russian-made engine. It has 
a highly maneuverable, aerodynamic 
configuration.

“It can carry 7.4 tons of armament, 
and the max theoretical range is 3,000 

kilometers (meaning an estimated 
750-kilometer operational radius),” said 
Ramati.

“Why is it attractive? There are states 
that have a hard time buying the F-35, 
either because they have been ruled out 
by the [U.S.] State Department, because 
they are not willing to line up with Amer-
ican political conditions to purchase the 
F-35 or because they can’t afford it,” 
explained Ramati. “The Russian stealth 
fighter will be significantly cheaper than 
the F-35. The Russian claimed it is less 
than $30 million per unit.”

Some states could also purchase the 
jet and install Western avionics on it – 
just as India did with the Sukoi-30 fight-
er aircraft, the Russian parallel of the 
American F-15.

“We don’t know about this plane’s 
avionics yet,” said Ramati. “Does it 
have a suitable radar? We can assume 
it has scaled-down radar like the type 
onboard the Sukhoi 57, which is the 
twin-engine stealth fighter used by the 
Russian Air force and Navy. This type 
of radar employs measures to avoid de-
tection, and is known as LPI [Low Prob-
ability of Intercept].”

Ultimately, he added, the State De-
partment will likely need to update its 
export policy when the Russian jet goes 
on sale or face several new clients opt-
ing for the Russian stealth technology in 
place of America’s own jets.  HW

Russia’s new ‘Checkmate’ stealth jet expected to arrive in Mideast

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

Built in 1906

In the heart of Central Gardens, 
1609 Eastmoreland was ready to 
be owned by someone with vision.
OK, so the utilities haven’t been 
on in 5 years…for every home, 
there IS a buyer!
The intricate detailing and classic 
turn-of-the-century styling was 
someone’s cup of tea!
Remember…

Sold in 4 DAYS!
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(Jewish Journal via JNS) – Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog last Wednesday 
called boycotts of Israel a form of “eco-
nomic terrorism.”

Speaking at an event honoring the 

Israeli president: Boycotts of the Jewish state are ‘economic terrorism’
memories of late Israeli presidents and 
prime ministers, Herzog said: “The boy-
cott against Israel is a new type of ter-
rorism – economic terrorism. Terrorism 
that seeks to harm Israeli citizens and 
the Israeli economy. We must oppose 

this boycott and terrorism of any kind.”
The Simon Wiesenthal Center praised 

Herzog’s statement, tweeting, “Thank 
you President @Isaac_Herzog. It’s not 
about ice cream but Jewish people’s in-
alienable rights to pursue their future in 

its land while pursuing peace with their 
neighbors. @benandjerrys: drop boy-
cott or we’ll drop you.”

The Palestinian Authority Foreign 
Ministry, on the other hand, said in a 
statement, “The Israeli president should 
thank Ben & Jerry’s. They’re an alarm 
bell. Either Israel wakes up from its oc-
cupation and works to end it, or it will 
face a total boycott.”

Ben & Jerry’s released a statement 
on July 19 stating that they would be 
pulling out from the “Occupied Pales-
tinian Territory” but would remain in 
Israel. In response, Israeli Ambassador 
to the United States and United Nations 
Gilad Erdan said in a statement that he 
had sent a letter to several United States 
governors urging them to enforce an-
ti-BDS laws against the ice cream man-
ufacturer.

“As Arab nations cancel their de-
cades-long boycott of the Jewish state 
and sign peace agreements with Israel, 
and cultural and economic coopera-
tion in our region is growing, Ameri-
can companies with radical ideological 
agendas cannot be allowed to go against 
the policy of the United States and act 
against normalization and peace,” the 
letter stated.

“Moreover, the past has proven that 
the citizens of Israel are never the only 
ones who suffer from such boycotts as 
these significantly harm Palestinians as 
well. For example, in the supermarkets 
in Judea and Samaria where Ben & Jer-
ry’s products are sold, both Israelis and 
Palestinians work and shop,” it contin-
ued.

This is an edited version of an article 
that was first published by the Jewish 
Journal. HW

By Aaron Bandler

Russia’s Checkmate fighter jet on display at the MAKS international air 
exhibition.      Credit: Source: Screenshot.
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ucts that Basson was allowed to use. 
Eventually, three years ago, the Chief 
Rabbinate suspended his kashrut certifi-
cate, and Basson began to look for other 
options.

He landed on Tzohar, a group of rel-
atively liberal Orthodox rabbis who 
offer an alternative kosher certification 
service. When Basson asked older Or-
thodox diners if they would accept Tzo-
har’s certification, he said, “half said yes 
and half said no.” The response from 
younger patrons was more enthusiastic.

“I went to each table that had some-
one wearing a kippah and asked them if 
they would accept the Tzohar kashrut,” 
he said. “And almost all of them be-
tween the ages of 20 and 50 said yes.”

The Eucalyptus is one of more than 
200 Israeli restaurants that has eschewed 
the Chief Rabbinate’s kosher certifica-
tion in favor of Tzohar’s. It’s the latest 
sign that Jewish Israelis, who had been 
divided into the two broad camps of “re-
ligious” and “secular,” are now seeking 
a greater range of ways to practice their 

religion – many of them outside the 
Chief Rabbinate’s control.

Now that increased diversity in ko-
sher certification is getting government 
backing. Last Wednesday, Religious 
Affairs Minister Matan Kahana an-
nounced a plan to reform Israel’s kosher 
certification system, effectively turning 
the Chief Rabbinate into a regulatory 
agency for private kosher certifiers like 
Tzohar – a role it hasn’t played before.

The Chief Rabbinate will continue 
to provide its own kosher supervision 
to restaurants that want it. But private 
agencies like Tzohar would also get 
government recognition, and in those 
cases the Chief Rabbinate’s role would 
be shifted to ensuring that the agencies 
are complying with a set of universal 
and transparent standards. The goal is to 
give restaurants a broader range of ko-
sher certification options while allowing 
those who want to avoid direct contact 
with the Rabbinate that opportunity.

Israel’s parliament, the Knesset, must 
approve the plan.

“The kosher revolution will intro-
duce competition to kosher certification 
for the first time ever,” Kahana said in 
a statement. “It’s a move that will im-
prove kosher certification, streamline 
services, reduce prices and make the 
process easier for restauranteurs, hote-
liers and the entire food industry.”

The Chief Rabbinate has pushed back 
against attempts to reform the certifica-
tion system and has succeeded in mak-
ing life difficult for its competitors. Ac-
cording to current Israeli law, Tzohar’s 
certificates cannot use the word “ko-
sher” or its derivatives, which are exclu-
sive to the Chief Rabbinate. Instead, a 
typical certificate will say “All raw ma-
terials were checked and approved by 
the Tzohar rabbinic organization.”

Rabbi Eliezer Simcha Weisz, a mem-

ber of the Chief Rabbinate council of Is-
rael, told JTA that the Chief Rabbinate’s 
certification remains the best way for a 
restaurant, and its patrons, to make sure 
they are eating kosher food.

“I come from England and I appreci-
ate the tremendous superiority of the Is-
raeli Rabbinate kashrut over any organi-
zation that gives kashrut throughout the 
world,” he said. “Obviously the fact that 
it’s legalized and it’s part of the govern-
ment is a big advantage.”

Weisz said there are dozens of private 
certifiers, including Tzohar, that profess 
to offer kashrut supervision but cannot 
be trusted.

“I wonder how many people have 
examined the so-called kashrut of these 
different organizations that claim to 
give certification,” he said. “Nobody 
knows who they are or what they are. 
You wouldn’t think of this in any other 
situation, but when it comes to religion 
everyone seems to think they can con-
trol it.”

Despite decades of protest from sec-
ular Israelis and repeated government 
attempts to sap its power, the Chief Rab-
binate retains broad control over Israeli 
religious life. In addition to dominating 
kosher certification, the body has a mo-
nopoly on officially recognized mar-
riage, divorce and burial for Israeli Jews.

Tzohar, which claims more than 
1,000 rabbis and educators as members, 
has been a pioneer in offering an alter-
native to Orthodox Israelis turned off 
by the Chief Rabbinate’s, strict policies 
or tortuous bureaucracy. It was founded 
in 1995 after a Jewish extremist assas-
sinated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
and aims to overcome the schisms in 
Jewish society while offering a more ac-
cessible approach to Judaism.

The organization also officiates wed-
dings, and because its rabbis have Or-
thodox ordination, those unions are 
recognized after the fact by the Chief 
Rabbinate. By contrast, weddings offici-
ated by non-Orthodox rabbis, or by rab-
bis whose ordination is not recognized 
by the Chief Rabbinate, do not receive 
government recognition and technically 
are illegal, though many Israelis opt for 
them anyway.

Tzohar offers free prayer services on 
Jewish holidays like Yom Kippur, when 
spots at synagogue can be scarce, and its 
kosher operation has grown despite the 
Chief Rabbinate’s opposition.

“Kashrut Tzohar has become a legit-
imate choice, and the fact is that we are 
growing every week,’ said Rabbi Oren 
Duvdevani, who is responsible for food 
supervision at Tzohar. “Just today two 
new contracts were signed. If restau-
rants ask us about it, we say ‘ask your 
customers.’”

The organization employs 40 kashrut 
supervisors throughout the country – 
one-third are women – and five senior 
kashrut inspectors, including two wom-
en. None of the Chief Rabbinate’s su-
pervisors are women.

Whereas the Chief Rabbinate’s super-
visors come to restaurants only to check 
that all the rules are being followed, 
Tzohar supervisors work in the kitchen. 
They check the vegetables or the rice for 
bugs that would make the food non-ko-
sher, and often pitch in cutting vegeta-
bles or even cooking.

“We don’t know how long it will take, 
but we do have expectations that they 
will make some changes in the law,” 
Duvdevani told JTA in an interview be-
fore the plan to reform certification was 
announced. “But we also know that pol-

Israeli restaurants are changing their kosher certification
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JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Eucalyp-
tus, a restaurant just outside the Old City 
here, draws in diners by offering “au-
thentic biblical cuisine” – made from in-
gredients and dishes found in the Bible.

The chef, Moshe Basson, has an un-
usual way of sourcing his food, forag-
ing for some of the biblical-era herbs in 
forests and fields around Jerusalem. So 
when he decided to certify the restaurant 
as kosher in 1997, he made special ar-
rangements with Israel’s Chief Rabbin-
ate that would allow him to keep finding 
the herbs for himself rather than buying 
them from a certified merchant.

“I use all of the ‘Sheva Minim,’ the 
seven species mentioned in the Bible, as 
well as all kinds of wild herbs,” Basson 
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “I 
had a written agreement with the Rab-
binate that I could continue to do that, as 
long as I checked them for bugs the way 
they instructed me to.”

But other chefs began to complain 
that they were not allowed to use prod-

By Linda Gradstein

Customers sitting at Cafe Kadosh in Jerusalem, May 2020. The restaurant 
is one of hundreds in Israel that has opted for kosher certification outside 
the auspices of Israel’s Chief Rabbinate.      Credit: Yonatan Sindel/Flash90

(See Kosher Page 5)
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iticians sometimes have their own lim-
itations on what they can do.”

The kosher certification plan may be 
just the first of several religious reforms 
pursued by the current government, the 
first in six years not to include a haredi 
Orthodox party. The coalition’s largest 
party, Yesh Atid, has long advocated for 
the liberalization of religious regula-
tions, which polls indicate most Israelis 
would support.

According to surveys conducted by 
Hiddush, an organization that advocates 
for religious pluralism, solid majorities 
of Jewish Israelis want Israel to offer 
civil marriage and accept a wider range 
of Jewish conversions. In a 2020 survey, 
Hiddush found that only 11% of Jewish 
Israelis trust the Chief Rabbinate as an 
institution.

Restaurant owners who are chafing 
at the Chief Rabbinate’s demands ap-
pear to be taking action. Take the case 
of Cafe Kadosh, a Jerusalem bakery and 
restaurant founded in 1967.

Earlier this year, the Chief Rabbinate 
told the cafe that it would have to put 
stickers on its products saying they were 
dairy and make its croissants into trian-
gles. The latter mandate was part of the 
Chief Rabbinate’s attempt to institute 
a nationwide standard in which dairy 
pastries would be shaped as triangles to 
make them more identifiable.

Kosher...
(Continued From Page 5)

Harry Rosenfeld, key editor 
in exposing Watergate, dies 
at 91

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Harry Ros-
enfeld, a refugee from Nazi Germany 
who became the Washington Post editor 
who helped two dogged reporters expose 
the Watergate scandal, has died at 91.

His daughter, Amy Rosenfeld 
Kaufman told The Washington Post that 
her father died July 16 from COVID-19 
complications, at his home in Slinger-
lands, a suburb of Albany, New York.

Rosenfeld was the assistant man-
aging editor for metropolitan news in 
1972 when Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein were closing in on the scan-
dal behind the bungled burglary at the 
Democratic campaign headquarters at 
the Watergate hotel in Washington, D.C. 
Their reporting would eventually direct-
ly implicate President Richard Nixon in 
the crime and the cover-up, and bring 
about his resignation.

As the parameters of the story’s se-
riousness grew clear, the Post’s ed-
itor-in-chief, Ben Bradlee, wanted 
Rosenfeld to replace Woodward and 
Bernstein with more seasoned reporters. 
But Rosenfeld wouldn’t stand down. 
“They’re hungry,” he told Bradlee. “You 
remember when you were hungry?”

The line was immortalized in the 

movie about the Post’s coverage of Wa-
tergate, “All The President’s Men,” by 
Jack Warden, playing Rosenfeld. (In 
the movie, Rosenfeld delivers the line 
to the Post’s managing editor, Howard 
Simons.)

He was born Hirsch Moritz Rosenfeld 
in Berlin in 1929 and witnessed the car-
nage of Kristallnacht, the Nazi-led po-
groms, in 1938, seeing hoodlums burn his 
synagogue. In 1939, the United States ap-
proved his father’s application, made five 
years earlier, for the family to immigrate.

In his memoir, titled “From Kristall-
nacht to Watergate: Memoirs of a News-
paperman,” Rosenfeld admitted to re-

senting Bradlee’s privileged upbringing. 
“When he was a young kid, he learned 
to play” tennis, Rosenfeld wrote. “When 
I was a young kid, I dodged Nazis.”

He was raised in New York, and never 
lost his tabloid sensibility, the Post re-
ported in the obituary. The hard-driving 
editor acknowledged being abrasive. 
Bradlee demoted him when Rosenfeld 
published an expose of an extramarital 
affair between Bradlee’s sister-in-law 
and John F. Kennedy. Rosenfeld left in 
1978 to become editor of the Albany 

By Ron Kampeas

Washington Post Executive Editor 
Ben Bradlee, left, and Dustin 
Hoffman, center, laugh with 
Harry Rosenfeld at the premiere 
of “All the President’s Men” at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C., in 1976. 
Credit: The Washington Post via 
Getty Images

“The Rabbinate really started to bug 
us,” owner Itzik Kadosh told JTA. “Ev-
eryone knows all of our croissants are 
dairy. There is no way I was going to 
change the shape or put a sticker on it. I 
go to eat shawarma and there is no stick-
er saying that it is meat.”

After Kadosh protested publicly, the 
Chief Rabbinate took away the restau-
rant’s certification and launched a smear 
campaign on Facebook saying it was 
open on Shabbat, which wasn’t true.

That’s when Kadosh decided to con-
tact Tzohar. He said Tzohar’s female 
supervisor checked more than 300 of 
his products to ensure they were kosher. 
Tzohar kashrut costs 200 shekels more 
per month than the Chief Rabbinate, 
Kadosh said, but the supervisor works 
three hours a day checking the flour and 
cleaning the vegetables. In addition, be-
cause the supervisor is an employee of 
Tzohar, not the restaurant, he doesn’t 
have to pay her benefits.

Kadosh said his business has not suf-
fered and that even haredi, or ultra-Or-
thodox Jews, continue to patronize his 
restaurant.

“The Rabbinate behaved like the Ma-
fia,” he said. “Maybe people used to be 
afraid of them, but I refused to be black-
mailed. I said to them, “OK, take my 
certification. Tomorrow I’ll just go to 
Tzohar.” HW

Times Union, where he worked until he 
retired in 1996 and to which he contrib-
uted until his death.

Despite – or because – of the hard time 
he gave his reporters, some of them re-
mained loyal to him.

“Harry was always the great, aggres-
sive, hard-charging editor,” the Post 
quoted Woodward as saying. “But his 
message to his reporters was that we 
gather hard facts, listen to all and listen 
some more. Careful, patient listening 
was the key.” HW
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Many people think that estate plan-
ning doesn’t apply to them, but every-
one needs an estate plan. A good es-
tate plan will help determine who will: 
 • Inherit  your assets, such as bank,      
  retirement, and investment accounts 
• Take care of your minor children 
• Make legal and  / or healthcare deci-
sions for you if you become ill and in-
capacitated.

“Developing an estate plan is about 
taking control. You are controlling how 
assets are managed and distributed, along 
with who will handle these tasks when 
you are unable to do so,” says Deborah 
Lauer, Planning and Life Events Special-
ist for Wells Fargo Advisors. 
Bottom line: If you don’t decide, state 
law will decide for you. 
Five important documents

Your situation’s complexity will de-
termine which documents your plan 
requires; however, these five are often 
included in an estate plan:

A will provides instructions for dis-
tributing your assets to your beneficia-
ries when you die. In it, you name a per-
sonal representative (executor) to pay 
final expenses and taxes and distribute 
your remaining assets.

A durable power of attorney lets 
you give a trusted individual manage-
ment power over your assets if you can’t 
manage them yourself. This document 
is effective only while you’re alive.

A health care power of attorney 
lets you choose someone to make med-
ical decisions for you if you are unable 
to communicate your wishes, or don’t 
have legal capacity to make treatment 
decisions for yourself.

A living will expresses your inten-
tions regarding the use of life-sustain-
ing measures if you are terminally ill. 
It doesn’t give anyone the authority to 
speak for you.

By transferring assets to a revocable 
living trust, you can provide for contin-
ued management of your assets during 
your lifetime and after your death 
– possibly for generations to come. 
If you have an estate plan, remember 
to review and update it

Remember, establishing a plan is only 
the beginning. Significant life events, 
e.g. relocation to a different state, mar-
riage, divorce, or birth of a child are 
likely to call for changes to your plan. 
Lauer explains, “It’s important to reg-
ularly review your plan to ensure it 
continues to meet your needs. You 
need to consider whether your estate 
planning documents, asset titling, and 
beneficiary designations have been 
coordinated to allow your assets to be 
distributed according to your wish-
es. A regular review of who you have 
named as agent, executor, guardian 
for minor children, and trustee is im-
portant to ensure those named are still 
willing and able to serve when needed.”  
Turn to a team of professionals

Taking the first steps to create an es-
tate plan can seem intimidating, but it 
doesn’t have to be. The key is to rely on 
a team of trusted professionals, includ-
ing a financial advisor, estate planning 
attorney, and accountant. They know the 
questions to ask and can help you avoid 
potential pitfalls.

If you don’t currently have relation-
ships with these individuals, a financial 
advisor is a good place to start. He or she 
can discuss his or her role in the planning 
process and can refer you to an estate 
planning attorney who can work with 
you to draw up the necessary documents. 
Next Steps 
• Talk with a Financial Advisor about 
your estate planning goals. 
• He or she can provide referrals to 
local estate planning attorneys. HW

Trust services available through banking and 
trust affiliates in addition to non-affiliated compa-
nies of Wells Fargo Advisors

Wells Fargo Advisors and its affiliates do not 
provide tax or legal advice. Please consult with 
your tax and/or legal advisors before taking any ac-
tion that may have tax and/or legal consequences.
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products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT 
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© 2019 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All 
rights reserved.
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Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director – Investments, Wells Fargo Advisor

Scholar-in-Residence
RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN

JOIN BARON HIRSCH CONGREGATION ON
SHABBAT, AUGUST 7TH

10:45AM -  Shabbat Morning Lecture
From Ordinary to Extraordinary

6:30PM - Afternoon Class
Bibi - End of an Era: An analysis of 
Bibi’s years as Prime Minister of Israel

7:45pm - Seudah Shlishit
Strive to Repent
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Geo Poor, executive director of Beth 
Sholom Synagogue, did not grow up in 
Memphis – in fact, he only moved to the 
Mid-South six years ago. However, upon 
moving here, Geo immediately recog-
nized and appreciated the multiple ways 
in which Beth Sholom provided and 
cared for its members and community.

“One of the key takeaways for me 
from the events of this past year,” said 
Geo concerning the pandemic. “You just 
never know what circumstances may 
happen in the future. So, I wanted to set 
something up to return a little extra to 
the community just in case I am no lon-
ger around.”

Geo drafted a will online and contact-
ed the Jewish Foundation of Memphis 
to help him leave a legacy gift to Beth 
Sholom.

“I love the causes that we champion, I 
love the people, and I love the programs 
that we do. I really believe in our institu-
tion, and definitely want to support it in 
whatever way I can,” said Geo.

The Life & Legacy program at the 
Jewish Foundation of Memphis makes 
it easy for anyone to leave money to-
wards their favorite non-profit organi-
zations, and there is no minimum dollar 
amount.

Creating a legacy plan with the Jew-
ish Foundation of Memphis was easier 
than Geo initially thought it would be. 
Describing the process, Geo noted how 
the staff at the Jewish Foundation of 
Memphis walked him through it in its 
entirety, stating “it was super easy and 
relatively fast!”

When speaking about how his career 
has impacted his decision to donate, 
Geo explained that “handling every 
single business transaction in the syn-
agogue has been eye-opening for me 
and has shown me the difference every 

single donation makes. My legacy gift 
is a way for me to be more committed 
to the community as opposed to just to 
the job, and it’s a way for me to make 
a future impact beyond what I can do 
right now.”

Through the Life & Legacy program, 
hundreds of families have remembered 
their favorite Memphis Jewish orga-
nizations in their estate plans. Jewish 
Foundation staff is available to work 
with donors and their advisors, if neces-
sary, to determine the best way they can 
create a meaningful legacy.

People under a certain age, or early 
in their careers might believe that they 
need to wait until they are significantly 
older to become an impactful philan-
thropist. However, legacy plans similar 
to the one chosen by Geo, have no re-
quired minimums and allow the donor 
to make a difference in the organiza-
tion’s future.

To find out more about leaving a lega-
cy, contact Sarah VanderWalde at svan-
derwalde@jcpmemphis.org. HW

Geo Poor: anyone can 
leave a legacy

Beth Sholom Executive Director 
Geo Poor

The MJCC Sports team has developed 
new youth sports programming, which 
start in August. All these programs have 
been made capable with appropriate so-
cial distancing and safe practices.

“It is important for even our smaller 
MJCC members to stay active,” said 
new MJCC Sports Director Joe Gallo-
way. “Youth Sports at the MJCC is very 
important, and we strive to keep our 
youth moving!”

For basketball players, Lil Dribblers 
for younger players and Girl Power 
Basketball will focus on core basketball 
fundamentals and conditioning drills. 
Next-Level Basketball Skills/Develop-
ment for ages 10 and up, is a program 
that encompasses strength and speed 
development with certified trainer and 
basketball skills expert Rhynia Henry.

Youth Soccer also returns for ages 
4-10. Beginners will learn the funda-
mentals of soccer and have a blast with 
friends in a safe environment. Experi-
enced soccer players will move ahead 
with more difficult drill work and a fast-
er-paced game and learn positioning, as 
the fields get wider and longer.

A new sport this fall is Flag Foot-
ball. Coach Joe is excited to bring the 

game of football to families who have 
been asking for their kids to have this 
experience. Flag Football for ages 6-12 
will focus on promoting a competitive, 
confidence-building, non-contact expe-
rience for both boys and girls of all skill 
levels. The leagues provide a safe, posi-
tive, and family-friendly environment to 
learn the game the right way and have 
fun doing it!

Tennis has always been a popular 
sport at the J. This summer, the J offered 
“Tennis Before Camp” where campers 
had a tennis lesson before they started 
their day. Tennis will continue this fall 
with different clinics starting at ages 
4-adults. Private Tennis Lessons are 
also available throughout the year with 
Tennis pro Mark McCluskey or Kayla 
Klazmer.

Lastly, the MJCC fitness team is of-
fering a new virtual class for gamers. 
The next frontier in Jewish engagement 
– participants can game online with 
peers and Lost Tribe ESports!

If you or someone you know have 
youth interested in any of these programs, 
visit www.jccmemphis.org/youthsports 
or contact Joe Galloway, MJCC sports 
director at 901.259.9247. HW

Youth sports return to the 
MJCC this fall
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Israel selected to host Miss 
Universe pageant for the 
first time

Miss Israel Tehlia Lev appears onstage at the Miss Universe 2021 
preliminary competition in Hollywood, Fla., May 14, 2021. 
                 Credit: Rodrigo Varela/Getty Images

CONVENTIONAL FINANCING  |  JUMBO  |  FHA/VA  |  PORTFOLIO
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901-754-0404

Certified Mohel
Pediatrician Recommended
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(JTA) – For the first time, Israel will 
host the Miss Universe pageant.

Eilat, a remote resort city in the coun-
try’s south, will be the venue for the 
beauty competition’s 70th annual event 
in December, organizers announced last 
Tuesday.

Actor and comedian Steve Harvey 
will return as host for the three-hour 
pageant, which will be broadcast live 
on the Fox network in the United States 
and across 180 countries. The reigning 
Miss Universe, Andrea Meza of Mexi-
co, will crown her successor.

The announcement comes amid a re-
newed public focus on the movement to 
boycott Israel after Ben & Jerry’s said it 
would stop selling its ice cream in Isra-
el’s West Bank settlements.

In a statement, Tourism Minister Yoel 
Razvozov said he was “delighted” by 
the pageant’s selection.

“I fully hope that in December we 
will be celebrating not only the new 
Miss Universe here in Israel, but most 
importantly, the end of the world pan-
demic,” he was quoted as saying by The 
Times of Israel. “I wish all participants 
good health and good luck and I look 
forward to seeing you all soon.”

Last year’s event was postponed due 
to the pandemic.

Only one Israeli has won the pageant: 
Rina Messinger in 1976.

Perhaps the last popular major global 
event to be held in Israel was the Eu-
rovision music contest in 2019, which 
took place despite boycott calls by 
pro-Palestinian activists. HW

By Asaf Shalev

WARSAW (JTA) – Several partici-
pants in a rally in Glogow, Poland, said 
that Jews are to blame for the COVID-19 
pandemic and agreed that Jews “rule the 
world.”

About 100 people walked through the 
streets of the city in western Poland in 
opposition to vaccination and “sanitary 
segregation,” or restrictions on unvacci-
nated people.

“We know who is behind this whole 
‘plandemic,’” one of the march’s lead-
ers said, implying that he believes the 
pandemic is fake and part of a “plan” to 
weaken Poland’s economy.

“Do you know who hates Poles? We 
know who hates [us],” he added.

“Jews,” answered another marcher.
Another said Jews will “apply for our 

houses,” referring to the debate over 
Holocaust property restitution, which 
Poland’s right-wing government is at-
tempting to limit.

As that debate has raged in parliament 
and drawn the attention of U.S. lawmak-
ers, Polish nationalists have taken to the 

streets. Earlier this month, members of 
the All-Polish Youth group left debris 
outside Israel’s embassy in Warsaw.

Others disrupted a commemoration 
for victims of a Holocaust-era pogrom 
last week, symbolizing the country’s 
other fraught debate, over whether Na-
zis or Poles should be blamed for World 
War II-era atrocities.

Polish Jewish Professor Michal Bile-
wicz, who teaches at the University of 
Warsaw, condemned Sunday’s protest-
ers as antisemitic on Twitter. “We live 
in times when such people do not even 
disguise themselves,” he wrote.

Videos from the march appeared on 
social media. They showed that police 
did not react to the antisemitic slogan but 
took action when some of the participants 
started kicking a police car. As a result, 
three men were arrested. Two of them 
were under the influence of alcohol.

Police recordings from the march will 
go to a public prosecutor’s office, which 
will decide whether an investigation 
should be initiated.

Last week, the right-wing nationalist 
Konfederacja Party, which has 11 seats 
in Poland’s lower house of parliament, 
posted a video of Polish model Samu-
ela Górska on its official social media 
platforms in which she says she does not 
think Jews belong in Poland.

“I don’t want Jewry either, I don’t 
want LGBT, I don’t want many things 
that are currently here,” she said. “Only 
Konfederacja […] ensures normality.”

Polish fashion brands subsequently 
cut ties with Górska and deleted her 
photos from their social media profiles.

According to research from 2018, 85% 
of Polish Jews believe that antisemitism 
is a major issue in Poland. HW

By Katarzyna Markusz

Polish marchers blame 
Jews for the COVID 
pandemic

Marchers at a rally in Glogow, Poland, July 18, 2021. 
         Credit: Screenshot from YouTube



 hebrewwatchman.com    |     THE HEBREW WATCHMAN  JULY 29, 2021    |     PAGE 9

A Jewish studies professor and her cheesesteak-loving 
husband are behind Rochester’s new kosher ‘butcher shop’

Rob Nipe and Nora Rubel are ready for the Rosh Hashanah rush on brisket 
at their vegan butcher shop in Rochester, N.Y.   Credit: Shira Hanau

See Us for New Brands
and All Styles of Kosher Wines From

Argentina, France, Australia, Chile, Italy 
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By Shira Hanau
ROCHESTER, N.Y. (JTA) – Rob 

Nipe and Nora Rubel hadn’t anticipated 
selling out of pastrami on their opening 
day. But when you have a vegan butcher 
shop certified kosher and open up just 
a few blocks from an Orthodox syna-
gogue, perhaps selling out of pastrami is 
par for the course.

Butcher, of course, is a bit of a misno-
mer: Everything in Grass Fed – from the 
sliced “bacon” to the “butter chicken” to 
the “corned beef” – is made with plant-
based ingredients and therefore fairly 
easy to certify as kosher.

“I did not anticipate the need for it or 
the desire for it,” Nipe said.

“It’s kind of a culturally Jewish 
space,” Rubel added.

The married couple have been veg-
ans for six years and didn’t eat much 
meat before entirely giving up animal 
products. Until last year, Nipe worked 

as an analyst for the American Red 
Cross planning blood donation cam-
paigns.

But in December, Nipe quit his job to 
become a full-time vegan butcher. Rubel 
works part-time with Nipe at Grass Fed.

It’s a fitting side project for Rubel, a 
Jewish studies professor at the Univer-
sity of Rochester who studies food, cul-
ture and ethnicity. She is writing a book 
about “The Settlement Cookbook,” a 
Jewish cookbook published in 1901 
that was intended to teach young Jewish 
women who had recently immigrated to 
the United States how to run a house-
hold.

“I teach a class on Judaism and food, 
I teach a class on religion and food in 
America, so this is actually my words 
sort of colliding,” said Rubel, who en-
joys seeing the kosher certification pro-
cess up close. “I’m kind of fascinated to 

see it at work here.”
Plant-based meats have had some-

thing of a resurgence in recent years, 
particularly since the development of 
Impossible and Beyond Burgers, which 
are a far cry from the Tofurky and fake 
bologna of decades past. Both Impossi-
ble meats, which are made from a soy 
base and flavored with heme, a molecule 
that provides the meaty taste, and Be-
yond Burgers, made from pea proteins 
and rice, are intended to closely mimic 
beef in terms of texture and flavor.

Nipe’s first forays into vegan meat de-
velopment began with a similar goal: his 
quest for a vegan breakfast sandwich.

“There’s no real place around here 
that makes one like you think about – 
greasy, quick,” Nipe said.

He started experimenting with a veg-
an sausage and tofu egg until he settled 
on a recipe he and Rubel loved. Then 
they moved on to a doubly unkosher 
dish, Philly cheese steaks.

“We’re from South Jersey originally, 
so the Philly cheese steak was near and 
dear to our hearts,” said Nipe, who was 
raised Presbyterian.

Having mastered that, too, Nipe con-
tinued experimenting with other styles 
of vegan meats, eventually starting to 
take a few dozen orders each week from 
a growing email list of customers. His 
experiments led to the realization that 
eating vegan didn’t have to be restric-
tive. It just meant getting creative.

“It was kind of like what else can we 
do?” Nipe said. “Maybe we don’t have 
to be without.”

Soon they started looking for a store-
front with a kitchen where they could 
set up shop permanently. They got an 

opportunity to rent a place just a few 
blocks away from Congregation Beth 
Sholom, an Orthodox synagogue in 
this upstate city, making the decision 
to go kosher easy. Beth Sholom’s rabbi 
helped in that regard.

With all the food already free of an-
imal products, the only hard part was 
switching certain ingredients and sea-
sonings such as wine, dried mushrooms 
and soy sauce to brands that had kosher 
certifications.

Being near the synagogue and clos-
er to the more Jewish neighborhoods 
of Rochester has brought in more ko-
sher-keeping customers. Rubel is al-
ready looking forward to the Rosh 
Hashanah rush on brisket and custom-
ers picking up orders before the High 
Holidays. About 19,000 Jews live here, 
according to the Rochester Jewish Fed-
eration website, and the community has 
a kosher butcher and several Orthodox 
synagogues.

“I like that it’s more inclusive,” Rubel 
said of the decision to go kosher. “It 
means we can feed more people, which 
to me feels Jewish.”

The couple hope to eventually serve 
lunch, too, where customers will be able 
to order a pastrami sandwich piled high 
on rye bread with a side of pickles and a 
Cel-Ray soda. For now they’re sticking 
with retail service, working on finding 
a kosher bread supplier and reveling in 
owning their own store.

“What are the chances that my an-
cestors would have seen the Presbyteri-
an-raised guy that I married koshering 
his vegan butcher shop?” Rubel won-
dered aloud. “It’s just all bringing me a 
lot of joy.” HW

Anti-Jewish manifesto found on California man 
arrested with ammo, high-powered weapons

By Ryan Torok
A Los Gatos, California man, found 

with a cache of weapons along with a 
manifesto containing antisemitic lan-
guage, was arrested earlier this month, 
according to the Santa Clara County 
District Attorney’s Office.

Authorities are not revealing the exact 
language from the manifesto – which 
also featured writing targeting Blacks 
and Hispanics – but will put it into ev-
idence during a bail hearing scheduled 
for July 21 in Santa Clara County Su-
perior Court, said Sean Webby, public 
communications officer for the Santa 
Clara County District Attorney’s Office.

Wesley Charles Martines, 32, of Los 
Gatos, was arraigned on July 13 and is 
being held in Elmwood men’s jail after 
he was arrested July 9 in connection 
with possession of assault weapons, 
multiple silencers, drugs and the making 
of a pipe bomb.

Campbell, CA police found him 
“prowling outside a business,” the Santa 
Clara District Attorney’s Office said in a 
July 15 news release.

Once again, law enforcement saved 

lives before the blood and tears flowed,” 
Santa Clara County District Attorney Jeff 
Rosen said in a statement. “All of us have 
a role in stopping the next mass shooting, 
suicide, or domestic violence murder. 
Please call law enforcement if you know 
that someone is armed and dangerous.”

Campbell police responded to a call 
about the suspect just after midnight on 
July 9, when a business owner notified 
Campbell police about a man, who he 
could see on his security camera, look-
ing into vehicles on a car lot and into a 
storage shed.

Police responded quickly and stopped 
a truck driven by the suspect. Inside 
the truck, law enforcement discovered 
weapons, body armor, ammunition in-
scribed with messages including “To a 
widow from the Grim Reaper,” drugs, 
a pipe bomb filled with pellets but no 
explosive material inside and a journal 
containing the anti-Semitic and rac-
ist writings as well as a plot to go to a 
sporting goods store, dress as an em-
ployee and tie everyone up, according 
to the District Attorney’s office.

Joanna Mendelson, associate director 
of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
Center on Extremism, said her organiza-
tion was still learning about the specifics 
of the case at the time of the interview, 
but the suspect’s behavior reflected a 
trend of extremist actors for whom spe-
cific groups are the targets of their ire.

“While there’s more information that 
needs to come to light in regards to this 
particular case, it underscores the grave 
danger those motivated by hatred pose 
to our society,” Mendelson said.

The actions of the business owner 
who called the police reinforced a mes-

sage the ADL often emphasizes to lead-
ers in the Jewish community when it 
comes to security issues – to pay atten-
tion to the “spidey-sense,” or intuitive 
feeling, telling you something is off, the 
ADL leader added.

“This is a case where something 
didn’t sit right for somebody and re-
sulted in a different headline than could 
have been,” Mendelson said. “At the 
end of the day, we must remain vigilant 
to help safeguard our community.” HW

Credit: Courtesy of Campbell 
Police Department
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My Old Neighborhood

For first time, Olympics opening ceremony 
honors Israeli athletes murdered in Munich

Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

“The times they are a changing” or 
something like that said Bob Dylan.

Did he have it right? Consider: Pipe 
smoking is out of fashion, country fried 
steak is absent from menus and Dylan, 
the guy who saw it all coming, wins a 
Nobel Prize for literature.

And there’s something else that van-
ished into the well of time, even more 
important than country fried steak: the 
warm community neighborhood. When 
I was a little boy – sometimes after the 
close of the Civil War, neighborhoods 
were a source of warm social comfort. 
Like a club with no membership dictates 
– sole requirement – you had to live on 
the block.

During the day kids played together 
and found that an empty lot served well 
as a baseball diamond or a football field 
or a racetrack. And remember we were 
just kids, so nobody hit a 400-foot home 
run. And it didn’t take 60 feet to separate 
the pitcher’s mound from home plate.

And why were there so many empty 

lots on every street? We leave that ques-
tion to economic historians. Less people 
– too many lots is the standard answer. 
Try and find one today in a typical mid-
dle class ’hood.

But nobody played sports at night – so 
the favorite nighttime activity was lying 
out in your front yard over a sheet and 
gossiping softly about whichever neigh-
boring families were not lying on the 
sheet with you. “837 is getting a divorce 
I’m sure – the shouting is getting worse 
every night.” This data is coming from 
835 talking to 833.

And your eyes could roam the block 
and spy ghostly groups on most front 
yards. Much data flowed from mouths 
to ears about the family 2 or 3 doors 
away. Sometimes to relieve the monot-
ony somebody put a radio in the win-
dow and instead of gossip, front yard-
ers swapped smiles over Burns and 
Allen, Jack Benny or Bob Hope. Kids 
meanwhile played hide and seek: some-
times stumbling over clumps of people 
sprawled on sheets.

So why was everybody sitting on 
sheets in the front yard? Because 7 
months out of the year in my ’hood a 
bed or an indoor recliner was a soft but 
hellishly hot sauna. It was stifling and 
the outdoor breeze offered some relief, 
and that nightly rendezvous 7 months 
out of the year meant that ’hood bond 
grew tighter and tighter. We kids knew 

every house on the block and who was 
in it and their playful predilections. So, 
you could choose your playmates with 
care and precision. After all – you of-
ten overheard your parent’s discussions. 
You had a dossier on most of the kids 
within 8 to 10 houses range on both 
sides of the street.

So, what shaped these social links and 
why today have I not spoken or even 
introduced myself to the family only 3 
doors down? Answer: two technologi-
cal/economic developments. Air condi-
tioning and the prosperity of a second 
car; air conditioning drove the lawn par-
ties inside. Who wanted to be supper or 
a late-night snack to hordes of hungry 
mosquitoes? We stayed coolly inside 
thereby canceling our usual nightly 
neighborly date. Air conditioners dis-
solved our nightly kinship.

To further loosen our neighborly 
bonds, prosperity stepped in – we now 
have 2 cars. Sure, Pop took one to work 
but now mama and kids have another. 
Our range exceeds our old neighbor-
hood. You could have friends all over 
town. You were not restricted to your 
block. You could be pals with a kid 5 
miles away. Bikes were nice but cars 
were better. And who wanted to play 
catch after pedaling 5 miles. There’s no 
free lunch. Prosperity has a price. Bye, 
bye ol’ ’hood. Yeah, that guy Dylan was 
right: “The times they are a changing.”

Of course, a non-Nobel Prize winner 
named Solomon (his friends called him 
Shlomo) said, “There’s nothing new un-
der the sun.” So, I would surmise that 
cave people, our ancestors, also clus-
tered happily on the grass and swapped 
jokes and gossip on hot nights; then it 
happened. Some neighborhood wise guy 
figured out that he could jump on the 
back of one of those large four-footed 
creatures and ride over to the next valley 
beyond the hill. Bye, bye neighborhood.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the US, on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites.  HW
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(JTA) – For the first time ever, the 
Olympic Games held a moment of si-
lence during the opening ceremony for 
the 11 Israeli athletes murdered during 
the Munich Olympics in 1972.

There, the Palestinian terrorist group 
Black September attacked members of 
the Israeli Olympic team, ultimately 
killing six coaches and five athletes, as 
well as a West German police officer 
who participated in an unsuccessful raid 
to free the hostage athletes.

Ankie Spitzer and Ilana Romano, 
widows of two of the murdered athletes, 
have long advocated for the Internation-
al Olympic Committee to acknowledge 
the massacre in the opening or closing 
ceremony. But the IOC has never before 
heeded the call, at times suggesting that 
honoring the Israeli athletes could be 
divisive.

“We must consider what this could do 
to other members of the delegations that 
are hostile to Israel,” an Israeli commit-

By Emily Burack

tee member told the BBC in 2004, when 
a small memorial was held at the Israeli 
ambassador’s house in Athens before 
the Olympics there.

In 2012, ahead of the London Olym-
pics, the IOC rejected an international 
campaign for a moment of silence. “The 
opening ceremony is an atmosphere 
that isn’t fit to remember such tragic 
events,” Jacques Rogge, then the leader 
of the IOC, said at the time.

Ahead of the 2016 Rio Olympics, 
the first official Olympic ceremony 
was held to honor the victims – but not 
during the opening ceremony; instead, it 
was held two days before.

Now, a year away from the 50th an-
niversary of the terror attack, the Olym-
pics held a moment of silence. The 
event, which had not been previously 
announced, came a day after the opening 
ceremony’s creative director, a Japanese 
actor and comedian, was fired over a Ho-
locaust joke he made in the 1990s. HW

The emperor of Japan, International Olympic Committee president 
Thomas Bach and others stand for a moment of silence during the 
opening ceremony of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. 
    Credit: Martin Rickett/PA Images via Getty Images

Tokyo Olympics creative director fired over 1990s comedy skit mocking the Holocaust

(JTA) – The creative director of the 
Tokyo Olympics opening ceremony 
has been fired after a Holocaust joke he 
made during a 1990s comedy skit drew 
attention this week.

Kentaro Kobayashi, a popular comedian 
and actor, joked during a television appear-
ance in the 1990s, “Let’s play the genocide 
of the Jews,” according to a video that be-
gan circulating early last Wednesday.

By the end of the night, he had been 
fired – less than 48 hours before the 
opening ceremony for the beleaguered 
Olympics, which was rescheduled from 
2020 because of COVID-19.

Kobayashi is the second Tokyo Olym-
pics creative director to be fired over of-
fensive comments. His predecessor was 

fired in March for mocking the weight 
of a female comedian. The composer 
for the opening ceremony stepped down 
this week amid revelations that he had 
bragged about abusing a child with dis-
abilities.

Seiko Hashimoto, who became the 
Tokyo Olympics’ committee presi-
dent in February after her predecessor 
stepped down over past sexist com-
ments, said she regretted not moving 
faster in other cases and sought to move 
swiftly in evaluating Kobayashi’s com-
ments. “As soon as possible we decided 
we will have to address the issue and we 
decided on the dismissal,” she said, ac-
cording to tweets from New York Times 
reporter Motoko Rich.

Yaffa Ben-Ari, Israel’s ambassador to 

Japan, tweeted that she was grateful for 
the swift action.

“As the Ambassador of Israel to Japan 
and as a daughter of a #Holocaust survi-
vor, I was shocked to hear about the an-
ti-Semitic remarks made in the past by the 
famous comedian Kentaro Kobayashi,” 

By Philissa Cramer she wrote. “I expressed to @Tokyo2020 
my strong condemnation of Kobayashi’s 
disgusting act. Such acts should not be 
associated with Japan nor with the Olym-
pic Games. I value the quick response by 
@Tokyo2020 that dismissed the director 
this morning.” HW
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Ask any millennial worth their nostal-
gic salt what they remember watching 
as a kid, and they will absolutely men-
tion the ’90s gem “Rugrats.”

Created by Arlene Klasky, Gábor 
Csupó, and Paul Germain for Nickel-
odeon, “Rugrats” centered on a group 
of… well, rugrats, and their day-to-day 
adventures, turning the ordinary into the 
strange and fantastic through the tod-
dler’s animation. The show was a hit for 
various reasons, from stellar animation 
to killer voice-work, yet it stands out 
most prominently for me is due to its 
iconic Jewish character, Tommy Pickles.

Tommy Pickles was a daring leader, 
caring friend, loving brother, and inno-
vative inventor who always walked – err, 

crawled – around with a plastic screw-
driver in his diaper. For many, Tommy 
was a role model and mirror in which 
many Jewish kids could see themselves 
in. Throughout the show’s 13-year run, 
we got to see Tommy celebrate several 
holidays, from Christmas to Hanukkah, 
showing kids of interfaith families that 
their experiences were common and nat-
ural. We got to see Tommy and his fam-
ily eating traditional Jewish foods like 
matzah and latkes, learning Jewish stories 
and traditions, and dealing with the old 
country mishigas of his Russian American 
maternal grandparents, Boris and Minka.

In a time when many networks were 
still hesitant about openly Jewish char-
acters, “Rugrats” was a groundbreaking 
program. Within the show, we got the 

Millennial Jews saw ourselves in Tommy Pickles

       Credit: Nickelodeon
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standard Hannukah special – the clas-
sic episode to indicate that a character’s 
Jewish – but it was incredible. In that 
episode we got the iconic line, “A Mac-
ca-baby’s gotta do what a Macca-baby’s 
gotta do,” based off the protagonist’s 
famous line with a Jewish twist. This 
episode was also notable for the fact 
that it was the first children’s series to 
air a Hanukkah special, especially when 
other children’s programs featured 
Christmas-themed episodes as a given 
standard.

And, not only was there a Rugrats 
Hanukkah episode, there were multiple 
Jewish holiday-themed episodes (see: 
“A Rugrats Passover,” another classic) 
and continuous references to Jewish 
culture. Whether it was nods to Jewish 
foods like latkes, matzah, or Hanukkah 
gelt, or peppering of Yiddish from his 
grandparents, like fakakta, tchotchke, 
and tatela, and of course, Minka’s line of 
“Boris, did you hurt your shmegegge?”

As a Jewish girl from a secular 
Ukrainian American Jewish family, I did 
not grow up going to synagogue. Many 
of Jewish traditions and rituals were not 
available to me during my childhood, and 
I often felt like I was only Jewish in eth-
nicity and in theory. Watching episodes 
like the “Rugrats” Passover special, there-
fore, were my first introduction to Jewish 
culture from the comfort of my own liv-
ing room. While Christian kids got their 
Christmas specials, their holidays auto-
matically off from school, and Disney 
princess who got married in a church, we 
got Tommy Pickles on “Rugrats.”

In the follow-up series, “Rugrats: All 
Grown Up,” which aired from 2003 to 

2008, we watched Tommy grow up and 
begin exploring his own connection to 
Judaism. We watched as Tommy attend-
ed Hebrew school (season 4, episode 3 
“Rachel, Rachel”); tried figuring out a 
romantic relationship with different lev-
els of observance (Rachel, the girl he 
dated was more observant, eating kosher 
and observing Shabbat, while Tommy 
did not); and heck, there was even a plot 
sparked by how there were barely any 
Hanukkah songs and worked to write 
one with his brother, Dil (season 4, ep 
1, “The Finster Who Stole Christmas.”)

During its original broadcast run from 
1991 to 2004, “Rugrats” portrayed a 
dynamic rarely, if ever, represented in 
American animated programming: an 
interfaith family where the protagonist’s 
Jewishness was a reoccurring and im-
portant factor. Edward Delman, author 
of the article, “How Rugrats Made Me 
Feel Comfortable in America,” wrote 
how important the show was to him in 
representing a Jewish family that looked 
like his: “‘Rugrats’ was alone in offer-
ing American Jewish children like my-
self a consistent portrayal of members 
of my faith.” Similarly, Danny Gold-
berg, author of the book “How The Left 
Lost Teen Spirit” wrote, “I cannot think 
of any other TV show, animated or oth-
erwise, in which Jewish traditions were 
so clearly expressed in the context of a 
mass appeal entertainment.”

Through Tommy Pickles, “Rugrats” 
gave me, and so many other Jewish 
kids, an important part of our child-
hoods. Tommy was to be messy and 
creative, loving and loved, and, best of 
all, unapologetically Jewish. HW
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(JTA) – Recho Omondi, a fashion 
podcaster who was accused of antisemi-
tism for comments in a recent interview 
she conducted with a Jewish writer, has 
posted a lengthy apology to her listeners.

“I owe the Jewish community and 
anyone else who’s offended by my 
words an apology,” Omondi said in a 
six-minute segment uploaded last Tues-
day morning to her podcast channel, 
The Cutting Room Floor. “I said some 
really crass and reductive things about 
Jewish people, painting them with one 
big, broad stroke, and it really stereo-
typed and insulted a lot of my friends, 
and fans of the show, and strangers.”

Omondi has faced accusations of an-
tisemitism following the interview with 
fashion blogger Leandra Medine Cohen 

nearly two weeks ago. Medine Cohen 
had stepped down last year from the pub-
lication she founded, Man Repeller, after 
facing blowback for firing one of her few 
Black employees a few months before 
the summer’s racial justice protests.

In the introduction to her interview 
with Medine Cohen, Omondi, who is 
Black, claimed that “many” of the coun-
try’s racist white founders, including 
slave owners, were Jews. That false 
claim echoes a stereotype promoted by 
some prominent American antisemites.

At the end of the podcast, Omondi 
referred to Medine Cohen as a “Jewish 
American Princess” and added, “At the 
end of the day you guys are going to get 
your nose jobs and your keratin treat-
ments and change your last name from 

Ralph Lifshitz to Ralph Lauren and you 
will be fine.”

Medine Cohen’s comments in the 
interview with Omondi were widely 
panned as not self-aware. But in the 
days after the podcast was uploaded, 
listeners wrote that they were offended 
by Omondi’s words. Those listeners in-
cluded several donors of small contribu-
tions to support the podcast on a crowd-
funding site.

The Anti-Defamation League called 
on Omondi to apologize. A widely read 
article about the podcast in The Cut, a 
style and culture publication, appended 
a note about the antisemitism accusa-
tions.

The day after the podcast was up-
loaded, Omondi posted on Instagram, 
“I want to recognize that I understand 
Leandra does not represent ALL Jewish 
people or the vast culture whatsoever.” 
A few days later, she erased the com-
ments about Jewish slave owners and 
the “Jewish American Princess” seg-
ment from the podcast.

In her apology, Omondi, also a de-
signer with an eponymous fashion 
brand, said she had not understood the 
nuances and diversity of Jewish life.

“It’s taken a second, because I was 
having to really come to terms with my 
own thoughts, biases, where those bias-
es came from,” she said. “So, I’m really 
sorry for all the people that I disrespect-
ed and alienated from my own lack of 
understanding for, really, the depth of 
Jewish culture. I knew it was vast, but I 
didn’t understand how nuanced it was. 
And now I’m aware of the difference 

between, like, Ashkenazi and Sephardic 
and varying Jews of color and Black 
Jews, and the difference between it be-
ing an ethnicity, or the religion or a na-
tion state.”

Omondi added that she hadn’t under-
stood that “Jewish American Princess” 
was a slur, saying that she thought it was 
“a b***y thing to say” but didn’t know 
about the “whole history behind it that’s 
still very alive and well for Jewish peo-
ple.” She also said her comments about 
keratin treatments and nose jobs were 
“dark.”

Within the fashion industry, she said, 
“most of my experiences with Jewish 
people usually included a lot of racist, 
anti-Black energy, and it led me to judge 
the community as a whole unfairly, to be 
honest, but I realized there’s a lot more 
black and Jewish solidarity and organi-
zations and initiatives towards racial in-
justice than I ever knew about.”

Omondi said that she didn’t want “to 
let this become my villain origin story” 
and that she was grateful to those who 
called out her comments. She said, “all 
of my grievances about Leandra truly 
have nothing to do with her Judaism.”

“I’m not gonna say and act like I 
know everything about Jewish culture, 
because I’m learning about it, but, you 
know, I’m not ashamed to say when I 
f***ed up,” she said. “I’m not ashamed 
to learn more.”

Medine Cohen does not appear to 
have addressed Omondi’s apology on In-
stagram or her personal newsletter. The 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency has emailed 
Medine Cohen for comment. HW

Fashion podcaster accused of antisemitism: ‘I owe the Jewish 
community an apology’

Recho Omondi, right, pictured in 2016, was accused of antisemitism for 
calling Leandra Medine Cohen, pictured in 2020, a “Jewish American 
Princess.”                    Credit: Getty Images
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