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MHA-FYOS begins new year with record-
breaking attendance

MHA-FYOS welcomes its largest class with 23 kindergarten students
On Wednesday, August 18, MHA-

FYOS started the school year with 31 
new students – for a grand total of 214 
students, the school’s highest enroll-
ment since 2008.

The first day of school began as Pre-K 
– 8th grade students were greeted by 
administrators and Parent/Teacher As-
sociation (PTA) volunteers, who took 

first-day pictures of the students and 
provided a delicious staff breakfast. Stu-
dents in the High School began the day 
with davening and a welcome breakfast. 
They ended the day with ice breaker 
activities to acquaint the new students 
with their peers.

The school’s PTA created many excit-
ing welcome programs for the new fami-

lies including new student welcome bags 
and new family Shabbat bags that includ-
ed Ricki’s challah, wine and chipsticks. 
The bags were delivered to the new fam-
ilies’ homes by students. The PTA also 
held a Back-to-School Barbecue on the 
MHA playground, where parents and 
students enjoyed a delicious dinner in a 
Covid-safe environment to celebrate the 
beginning of a new school year.

“Our enrollment has grown by 27 
percent in the last five years,” said Jes-
sica Baum Sukhodolsky, MHA-FYOS 
director of Recruitment and Marketing. 
“We’re thrilled to have so many new 
students and can’t wait to see what this 
year has in store.”

MHA-FYOS Head of School Rabbi 
Benjy Owen shared, “After many weeks 
away for the summer, our students ac-
climated to their new teachers and class-
rooms and renewed connections with 
their classmates – both old and new – 
so well. Everyone is very excited to be 
back in school. This year promises to be 
fantastic!”

In addition to welcoming several new 
students in the lower school, the school 

Temple Israel announces The Meskin Family 
Fund for Preschool Excellence

Jake, Jeff, Laurie, Hannah, and Daniel Meskin

Laurie and Jeff Meskin have long 
been passionate about the Barbara K. 
Lipman Early Learning Center. Not 
only did they send each of their three 
children there to receive the foundation 
of their Jewish education, but Laurie 

also remained committed to sustaining 
and growing the school during her ten-
ure on the Temple Board and as presi-
dent of Temple Israel.

To honor this lifelong passion for the 
Early Learning Center (ELC) and to 

encourage and sustain the exceptional 
work by staff, Laurie and Jeff recently 
created The Meskin Family Fund for 
Preschool Excellence. This fund will di-
rectly help recruit and retain the highest 
level of teachers.

“The ELC provided an incredible 
foundation for all three of our kids, and 
we want to ensure the academic excel-
lence for the school for generations to 
come,” says Laurie. “The Barbara K. 
Lipman Early Learning Center (BKL) is 
the gateway to Judaism for so many of 
our families and is essential to Temple’s 
future.”

“The high-quality programming we 
offer is a direct result of the talented, 
passionate, and dedicated teachers and 
staff,” Sarah Keith, director of the ELC, 
explains. “In order to maintain this 
level of excellence, we must continue 
to support the exceptional teachers we 
currently employ and offer incentives 
to recruit Early Childhood Educators in 
the future. We are grateful for this trans-
formative gift that allows us to do that.”

Under the leadership of Sarah, the cur-
riculum boasts a play-based approach 

(See Meskin Page 4)

Jewish 
community 
responds to 
educator’s 
Holocaust 
comparison

(See MHA Page 4)

Several prominent Jewish community 
leaders, rabbis, organizations and Con-
gressman Steve Cohen have responded 
to a Facebook post by an administrator 
in the Germantown Municipal School 
District comparing vaccine papers to 
yellow stars.

Within days, Memphis-area news 
outlets aired and published information 
concerning the comments by the admin-
istrator, Janna Matykiewicz, at Houston 
High School. The post, which has since 
been taken off Facebook, read “What’s 
the difference between vaccine papers 
and a yellow star? 82 years.”

Rabbi Jeremy Simons of Temple Is-
rael commented to NBC Action News 
5 that “to know this came from an ed-
ucator… it was shocking and deeply 
distressing.”

Rabbi Sarit Horwitz of Beth Sholom 
spoke with ABC Local 24 saying “vac-
cines are about giving life and uphold-
ing life for everyone, for ourselves, for 
our families, for our larger community 
whereas the mass genocide of the Jew-
ish people was about killing people.”

Letters were also sent to Dr. Jason 
Manuel, superintendent Germantown 
Municipal School District concerning 
her remarks. A student started a petition 
to fire the administrator at change.org, 
which at the time of this article had re-
ceived 2,417 signatures.

On August 20, ADL (the Anti-Def-
amation League), Jewish Community 
Partners/Memphis Jewish Federation, 
and Facing History and Ourselves is-
sued the following joint statement in 
response to news reports regarding the 
Memphis-area public school adminis-
trator’s social media comments:

During these challenging times of his-
toric antisemitism, it is crucial that edu-
cators and community leaders recognize 
the significance of the Holocaust as the 
largest recorded genocide in modern 
history. Earlier this week, an assistant 
principal at Houston High School in 
Germantown, TN, posted on Facebook: 
“What’s the difference between vaccine 
papers and a yellow star? 82 years.”

The message comparing these dark 
chapters of our history to COVID-19 
health guidelines on vaccinations triv-
ializes the Holocaust in a way that 

(See Educator Page 3)
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Cooper–Cappell wedding on 
August 22

The wedding of Dylan Cooper of 
Memphis and Anna Cappell of New 
York, NY, took place on August 22 at 
Temple Emanu-El of Closter, New Jer-
sey. The couple’s wedding date marked 
the 14th day of the Jewish month Elul, 
a time to search one’s heart and draw 
close to God in preparation of the High 
Holidays.

Dylan is the son of Aileen and Pace 
Cooper of Memphis, the grandson of the 
late Bernice and Irby Cooper of Mem-
phis and the late Frieda and Dr. Arthur 
Herman of Searingtown, NY. Anna is 
the daughter of Marcie and Kenneth 
Cappell of New York, NY, and grand-
daughter of Joyce and Ted Besdine of 
White Plains, NY, and the late Israel and 
Evelyn Cappell of Queens, NY.

The couple’s wedding ceremony was 
officiated by Rabbi Binyamin Lehrfield, 
former Rabbi of Baron Hirsch Syna-
gogue in Memphis.

Dylan, 26, graduated from Cooper 

Anna and Dylan in New York’s 
Central Park, ahead of their 
wedding in July 2021.

Yeshiva High School for Boys in 2013, 
then studied in Yeshiva for a year at Har 
Etzion Yeshiva in Alon Shvut, Israel. A 
2018 graduate from Columbia Univer-
sity with an honors degree in neurosci-
ence and behavior, he is a third-year 
medical student at the Zucker School of 
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell.

Anna, 25, graduated from Ramaz 
High School in 2014, then studied for 
a year at Midreshet Lindenbaum in Je-
rusalem, Israel. In 2019, she graduat-
ed with honors from the University of 
Pennsylvania College of Arts & Scienc-
es with a degree in psychology. She is a 
rising second-year dental student at the 
Columbia University College of Dental 
Medicine.

Dylan and Anna are both twins! They 
were introduced by a mutual friend (also 
a twin), who had the fun idea of setting 
up two twins... and the rest is history! 
They are both the elder twins by two 
(painful) minutes. Anna has a younger 
twin brother. Dylan also has a young-
er twin brother, as well as two young-
er sisters who are also twins. They had 
never been set up on a blind date before, 
but they are both so grateful that they 
agreed to it. As they dated across the 
city, they discovered more about each 
other and fell in love.

Both Anna and Dylan love practic-
ing their newfound medical and dental 
skills. They hunkered down together 
during the pandemic at Dylan’s home-
town in Memphis, where Dylan Zoomed 
in for medical school and Anna volun-
teered as a tutor and prepared for dental 
school. They played Cooper basketball 
at 5:30 p.m. every night, competitive-
ly challenging each other on the court. 
In January 2021, Dylan proposed to 
Anna in the then-pandemic-closed Peak 
restaurant at the Edge in New York City.

The couple will reside in New York 
City. HW

Plough Towers – renewing our 
spirit and refreshing our souls
By Harleen Tague

As we near the end of the summer and 
the end of the year – Rosh Hashana is 
fast approaching. As residents venture 
out, seeking the light, and hoping to con-
tinue toward normalcy after a summer of 
trials and tribulations, we seek solace in 
the words of our spiritual leaders.

The Plough Towers community was 
fortunate to have three spiritual leaders 
visit and share their words of hope, faith 
and gratitude on August 6. Rabbi Micah 
Greenstein, Senior Rabbi of Temple Isra-

el, Deacon Justin Mitchell, Deacon at The 
Catholic Church of the Resurrection, and 
Sister Christine Smith of Antioch Baptist 
Church agreed that by having faith and 
gratitude toward those around us, we will 
keep our spirits alive and well.

Rabbi Greenstein spoke about how to 
renew spirits and refresh souls by ex-
pressing gratitude, by reaching out to 
others with kindness and understanding; 
“To the weary, send new strength; to the 
sick and suffering send hope; to the for-

gotten and lonely, send light; to seekers 
of peace, send vision and resolve.”

At the end of the program each resident 
received a gift of a polished stone with an 
inspirational word engraved on it.

Keeping Plough Towers a safe and se-
cure community for everyone is a shared 
adventure. Feeling a part of the Plough 
community, having a say and contribut-
ing to the community issues that affect 
all residents, providing both individual 
and social activities that reach the needs 
of all residents, and a shared emotional 
connection based of the shared history, 
is the mission Plough Towers. HW

Rabbi Micah Greenstein, Deacon 
Justin Mitchell and Sister 
Christine Smith inspire residents
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And, remember…

CONTRACT PENDING

CONTRACT PENDING

CONTRACT PENDING

deeply offends and discounts the pain 
and suffering of the Jewish community, 
and belittles the memory of the millions 
killed by Nazis. There is simply no com-
parison between the systematic murder 
of over 13 million people, including 
six million Jews, and the efforts to save 
lives and keep communities safe amidst 
a raging global pandemic.

We appreciate the Germantown Mu-
nicipal School District investigating this 
incident, look forward to the results of 
the investigation, and encourage all ed-
ucators to exercise understanding and 
compassion as we all seek to emerge 
from this difficult time period while 
focusing on a safe return to school. We 
welcome the opportunity to engage with 
Houston High School and GMSD to 
educate leadership and students on the 
history of the Holocaust, as well as why 
such language creates pain in others.

Congressman Steve Cohen (TN-09): 
responded to The Hebrew Watchman’s 
request for comment saying:

“I was completely shocked that an ad-
ministrator in a school or, for that matter, 
anyone would make such a comparison. 

Educator...
(Continued From Page 1)

It started with Representative Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene and, while we don’t 
know what her purpose was in saying it, 
we do know that she raises money and 
grows her brand by saying outrageous 
things. And we know her market is gen-
erally not very well educated, sophisti-
cated, or urban. So for a public educa-
tion ‘professional’ to utter such garbage 
is bewildering as there’s no alternative 
benefit but only a seeming ignorance of 
the horror of the Holocaust and a lack 
of understanding of how that would be 
taken, not just by Jewish people, but by 
educated people.

“The mission of the Tennessee Holo-
caust Commission, which I sponsored 
and saw passed as a state senator is 
to educate,” he continued. “It teaches 
teachers to teach the Holocaust so they 
and their students never forget.”

Charles Kaufman, president B’nai 
B’rith International and local B’nai 
B’rith member Harold I. Steinberg sent 
the following letters to Dr. Manuel.

Dear Dr. Manuel,
There is no confusion surrounding the 

message behind Janna Matykiewicz’s 

Facebook post: “What’s the difference 
between vaccine papers and a yellow 
star? 82 years.”

By invoking the yellow star used by 
Nazis to segregate and identify Jews 
as a population to be demonized, your 
colleague has entered something more 
than simply a poor use of a metaphor 
from history. Imagine the message that 
already is filtering through the German-
town school community, not just Hous-
ton High School.

This is an administrator who has a 
problem relating events in history to the 
management of today’s Covid-19 pan-
demic, which has exploded into a most 
serious health concern with the current 
wave of variants. It is a matter of igno-
rance, pure and simple, a lack of sen-
sitivity and perhaps latent hatred. This 
was no slip of the tongue or an example 
taken out of context.

A severe reprimand, a suspension or 
dismissal is certainly in order. In the 
meantime, it is important for Ms. Maty-
kiewicz, faculty and students to under-
stand why such parallels are so abhor-
rent, and I trust you will wisely guide 

Rabbi Jeremy Simons Rabbi Sarit Horwitz

your colleagues to make this circum-
stance a teaching opportunity.

Frankly, Jews around the world have 
enough problems with anti-Semites ca-
sually accusing Jews and Israel of acting 
like “Nazis” or practicing “Apartheid.” 
And now the unmistakable 82-year time 
frame of wearing yellow stars. These 
are false narratives, if not blood libels, 
of modern times.

Today’s education system has many 
successes, to be sure, but this incident 
is proof that education is sliding into a 
very deep hole of learning deficits.

B’nai B’rith has worked in the Mem-
phis area and around the world to serve 
the good of the community and stamp 
out anti-Semitism and we stand ready to 
assist you in solving this problem.

Sincerely,
Charles Kaufman
President, B’nai B’rith International

Dear Dr. Manuel,
As a member of the Sam Schloss 

Lodge of B’nai B’rith, founded in 
Memphis in 1854 (yes, in 1854), I am 
proud of its long record of service. As 
an example, following the assassination 
of President Lincoln, the entire lodge 
marched in a local memorial proces-
sion. In addition, B’nai B’rith has an un-
matched record of support to the United 
States and members of the military ser-
vice. President Truman sent a letter to 
B’nai B’rith thanking the organization 
for its “amazing amount of national ser-
vice.” There are many other examples I 
could cite.

I am also a member of the German-
town Financial Advisory Commission. 
I have long been proud of the commis-
sion’s steadfast support for quality edu-
cation in our city and the Germantown 
Municipal School District. But the re-
cent news report about Janna Matyki-
ewicz’s post on Facebook tells me that 
there is more work to do.

Simply stated, Ms. Matykiewicz must 
be disciplined, suspended or terminated. 
GMSD cannot allow such remarks to go 
unanswered.

Students at Houston High School 
should benefit from administrators 
who clearly understand that America 
is stronger for its diversity. I ask that 
you ensure this message is received by 
students, faculty and staff, not only at 
Houston High School, but throughout 
the entire GMSD.

I stand ready to assist you in any way.
Sincerely,
Harold I. Steinberg

ADL is a leading anti-hate organi-
zation that was founded in 1913 in re-
sponse to an escalating climate of an-
tisemitism and bigotry. Today, ADL is 
the first call when acts of antisemitism 
occur and continues to fight all forms 
of hate. A global leader in exposing ex-
tremism, delivering anti-bias education 
and fighting hate online, ADL’s ultimate 
goal is a world in which no group or 
individual suffers from bias, discrimina-
tion or hate. More information at www.
adl.org.

Memphis Jewish Federation is the 
central neutral community convener in 
Jewish Memphis. Our ability to reach 
thousands of community members, unite 
different segments to tackle critical is-
sues, and stand together for milestones 
and commemorations enables us to 
quickly and efficiently meet needs. Fed-
eration works with our strategic part-
ners to monitor and combat local, na-
tional, and global anti-Semitism. Learn 
more at jcpmemphis.org. 

Facing History and Ourselves uses 
the lessons of history to challenge 
teachers and students to stand up to 
bigotry and hate. Founded in 1976, we 
have a global network of over 350,000 
educators. For more information visit 
www.facinghistory.org HW

Congressman Steve Cohen (TN-09)
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Meskin...
(Continued From Page 1)

to learning with a low teacher-to-pupil 
ratio, ensuring children receive individ-
ualized attention.

“The goal is to equip each child with 
the tools for social, emotional, and cog-
nitive growth,” Sarah explains.

The ELC seamlessly incorporates 
Jewish touchpoints each day. Children 
participate in holiday and Shabbat rit-
uals, learn Hebrew through Movement 
and song, and create lifelong Jewish 
friendships with their peers.

Rabbi Micah Greenstein commented 
on the importance of the gift and what 
it represents. “The Talmud teaches that 
tzedakah is more important than all the 
other commandments in Judaism com-
bined. It would be enough for the first 
father-daughter presidents in Temple’s 
167-year history to make their exem-
plary leadership and annual support 
for Temple their contribution, but this 
transformational gift is a difference 
maker.”

The BKL ELC is an essential pipe-
line to Temple Israel and the future of 
Jewish Memphis. And now, this incred-
ible gift to our self-funded school will 
help maintain its national reputation 
as a standout in the field of early Jew-
ish childhood education by supporting 
teacher excellence, and without a doubt, 
positively impacting our community for 
generations to come. HW

MHA...
(Continued From Page 1)

has nine new dorm students in the girls’ 
and boys’ dorms. The Goldie Margolin 
School for Girls and Cooper Yeshiva 
High School for Boys welcomed stu-
dents from Nashville, Birmingham, At-
lanta, Brooklyn, and even international 
students from Belarus and Canada.

MHA-FYOS has so much to look 
forward to this year. Construction be-
gan this summer on the Mary Pikel-
ny STEAM Center, which will feature 
a 900-square-foot Innovation Lab, a 
top-of-the-line Science Lab and a ful-
ly equipped Art Center. Additionally, 
the school’s faculty has grown, and the 
Junior High and High School have ex-
panded their Math, Science, and Judaic 
Studies curricula. Stay tuned for excit-
ing announcements from MHA-FYOS 
throughout the school year! HW

Bornblum Jewish Community School 
will be the first school in the U.S. to 
install a new type of air filter technol-
ogy created by Austria-based Dexwet 
Pure Air Filters in its classrooms. The 
filters are proven to remove up to 99% 
of airborne dust, pollen, and nano-fine 
particles such as bacteria and viruses in 
a classroom within 2.4 hours.

Dr. Peter Tappler, who serves as a 
leader in the Austrian Ministry of the 
Environment, led a month-long study of 
Dexwet filters at an elementary school 
in Vienna, Austria, through his private 
institute. After examining over two 
million data points, the study conclud-
ed that Dexwet’s Pure Air Filters ef-
fectively captured particles and would 
be effective against capturing the air-
borne SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes 
COVID-19.

“Our Dexwet Pure Air Filters repre-
sent a new approach to capturing dan-
gerous particles, viruses, and bacteria. 
We want to do everything within our 
power to help keep children and teach-
ers healthy, and our filters are effec-
tive in filtering airborne particles” said 
Gregory Scott Newsome, chief financial 
officer and board director of Dexwet 
Air Filters. “We look forward to bring-
ing our clean air solution to schools and 
other public environments throughout 
the U.S.”

Dexwet’s innovative air filtration 
technology maintains superior airflow 
while filtering the entire classroom’s air 
volume every 48 minutes, proving it to 
be a practical, safe, quiet, sustainable, 
and cost-effective solution for class-
rooms around the world. The filters are 
engineered for easy installation on out-

flow vents where it is proven to improve 
air quality by 30% while capturing nano 
fine airborne particles without restrict-
ing airflow.

“Every family in our school com-
munity should have the peace of mind 
knowing that the school air environment 
is safe,” said Bornblum Jewish Com-
munity School Head of School Daniel 
R. Weiss. “We believe it is our duty to 
go a step further to protect our school 
community, and Dexwet has been 
proven to capture hazardous pathogens 
and improve indoor air quality. So, we 
are proud to bring this solution to our 
school.”

The filters are being installed at no 
cost by Dexwet into Bornblum’s class-
rooms, bathrooms, and the school office 
to celebrate Dexwet’s launch into the 
U.S. market. Bornblum earned a nation-
al reputation as a leading private school 
in dealing with the pandemic to create 
a safe environment to continue classes 
and is regularly consulted by other pri-
vate schools and charter schools for ad-
vice on return-to-school issues.

Dexwet’s filters allow the highest air 
flow stream to pass through a patented 
staggered rod system. These rods are 
coated in a non-toxic oil solution to 
permanently capture airborne particles 
of all sizes while allowing pure, clean 
air to flow through, making them ideal 
for classrooms and any other shared en-
closed rooms. Dexwet’s innovative wet 
filter design is also sustainable, as they 
are entirely silent, require no energy, 
and can be washed annually for reuse. 

Dexwet currently has more than 60 
patents worldwide and is widely sold for 
consumer use in Europe. HW

Memphis school first in the 
U.S. to install new air filtration 
technology to keep students 
and staff safer

IDF confiscates shipment of 
chocolate bars meant to fund 
Hamas operations

(JNS) – A joint operation by intelli-
gence units of the Israel Defense Forces, 
the economic terrorism headquarters of 
Israel’s Ministry of Defense and the Is-
rael Tax Authority stopped an attempt to 
transfer funds to Hamas by smuggling 
large amounts of chocolate bars into the 
Gaza Strip.

According to the report by Arutz 
Sheva, Israeli intelligence has recent-
ly thwarted a number of attempts to 
finance terrorist activities using food 
imports. In this case, it involved more 
than 20 tons of chocolate candy prod-
ucts.

In the past, materials like concrete 
have been linked to building terror tun-

A Taliban spokesman sat down 
with Israeli state TV. He says he 
didn’t mean to.

nels as opposed to home and business 
construction.

The increased Israeli monitoring of 
imports to Gaza is focused on specific 
Arab importers that have links to the 
Gaza-based terror group.

Defense Minister Benny Gantz 
said, according to the report: “Israel 
will continue to take action to prevent 
Hamas from rearming. Hamas contin-
ually attempts to boost their military 
capacities instead of concerning them-
selves with the welfare of Gaza resi-
dents who live in economically strait-
ened conditions. We will continue to 
pursue sources of terrorist funding, no 
matter what they may be.” HW

(JTA) – The interview that aired last 
Tuesday was surprising not for what the 
Taliban spokesman said, but because of 
who was conducting it: a reporter for Is-
rael’s state TV news channel.

Suhail Shaheen, who has been giv-
ing interviews in English from Qatar 
since the Taliban retook control of Af-
ghanistan, said he had no idea that he 
was speaking to someone from an Is-
raeli news organization. The Taliban, 
an Islamic fundamentalist group, has a 
history of supporting al-Qaeda, which 
routinely makes threats against Israel 
and uses anti-Israel rhetoric in its pro-
paganda.

When Shaheen spoke over video with 
journalist Roi Kais at Kan, the Israeli 
broadcaster, Kais named his network 
but did not tell Shaheen that he or it was 
Israeli.

In the interview, Shaheen said the 

Taliban would protect non-Muslim mi-
norities within Afghanistan, including 
Zebulon Simantov, understood to be the 
last Jew living there, whom he said he 
did not know. He also said the Taliban 
does not have ties to Hamas, the Pales-
tinian militant group that runs Gaza and 
opposes Israel’s existence.

Kan’s interview circulated widely, 
eliciting surprise that Shaheen consent-
ed to speak to an Israeli. But several 
hours after it aired, Shaheen tweeted 
that he hadn’t understood who he was 
speaking to.

“I do many interviews with journalists 
every day after the falling of provincial 
centers of Afghanistan and the capital 
Kabul to the Islamic Emirate,” he wrote. 
“Some journalists maybe masquerading 
but I haven’t done interview with any-
one introducing himself he is from an 
Israeli media.” HW

By Philissa Cramer

Credit: A screenshot from an interview of a Taliban spokesman by the 
Israeli news broadcaster Kan.

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

4744 SPOTTSWOOD
NEXT TO TARGET

DEADLINES FOR 
STORIES AND ADS

WEDNESDAYS AT NOON
WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT 

YOUR STORIES IN ADVANCE.
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In-Home Care Services
Personal Care
Companionship & Housekeeping
Dementia & Alzheimer's Care
Respite Care
Safety Solutions

Memphis: 901-752-1515
Northern Mississippi:  662-393-1110
Covington: 901-296-1200

Contact Us

memphis-169.comfortkeepers.com

MOVING?

PLEASE
LET US KNOW
BEFORE YOU 

GO! 

901.763.2215

A PROJECT OF
CHABAD WOMEN’S CIRCLE

MJCC Summer Camp wraps 
up a successful season

Memphis Jewish Community Center 
staff feel so fortunate to bring joy into 
the lives of our community’s youth 
through Summer Camp. On June 7, the 
first day of camp, the camp kids were 
ready! There were so many smiling 
faces in the carpool line as the children 
rushed in to begin a summer of fun with 
their peers.

Counselor and staff training looked 
different this year as they adjusted to 
new protocols due to COVID-19, such 
as working with smaller camp groups, 
mask wearing and sanitation. New activ-
ities and camp programs kept campers 
in designated small groups and socially 
distanced. The camp team planned activ-
ities to bring as much FUN as possible 
into each day. When you walked around 
campus you could see children playing 
on the field in shaving cream, making 
foil-wrapped volcanoes that erupted near 
the pavilion or playing fun sports on the 
field. Campers swam every day with a 
combination of instructional swim and 
free time at the waterpark.

It really was a wonderful summer at 
the MJCC.

“I cannot thank y’all enough for the 
wonderful program you run,” said Jes-
sica, a mother whose son was in the 
Yofi age group. “Each afternoon my son 
came home bursting with excitement 
over what happened in camp, whether it 
be Yofi or one of the specialty camps. 
I’m pretty sure he’s counting down the 
days until next summer!”

The entire camp staff worked hard 
to include activities for every type of 
child and personality. They were trained 
to not only work with energetic or shy 

children, but also with those who may 
require some extra attention.

Sarah, a mother of a camper wrote to 
camp saying, “We will be the first to sign 
up for camp next summer! Thank you for 
your open, progressive inclusion of spe-
cial needs children and shadow teachers, 
Juliana. You truly change lives of chil-
dren and families with this warm wel-
come in an otherwise challenging world 
for children who learn differently.”

The most amazing part of the sum-
mer for MJCC staff was seeing a child’s 
smile through their mask. Who knew 
how well you could see a hidden smile 
through the bright eyes of a MJCC 
camper? Camp staff agree with one of 
this year’s campers, “This is the best 
camp ever!”

May we all continue to stay safe and 
find joy in the summers to come. For in-
formation about donating to the MJCC 
camp scholarship fund, please visit 
www.jccmemphis.org/campaign. HW

Report: CIA chief expressed 
concern to Bennett over 
Chinese investments in Israel

(JNS) – Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director Bill Burns told Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett during a 
visit last week that the U.S. is concerned 
about Chinese investments in the coun-
try, especially in the high-tech sector 
and infrastructure projects.

Bennett responded that Israel un-
derstands the American concerns and 
agrees with some of them, Israeli of-
ficials also told Axios. Burns raised 
reports about a Chinese cyber attack 
against Israeli technology companies 
two years ago.

The Trump administration also raised 

the issue of security threats posed by 
China in December.

“In recent months, we started a dia-
logue with the Biden administration on 
China. The U.S. asked about specific 
projects like the Chinese involvement in 
the Tel Aviv metro. We told the Amer-
icans we welcome U.S. infrastructure 
companies to work on big projects in Is-
rael but they don’t apply to the tenders,” 
a senior Israeli official said, according 
to the report.

Future talks are expected to be held 
between Israel’s National Security 
Council and the White House. HW
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This advertisement was written by Wells 
Fargo Advisors, and provided to you by Mike 
Stein – Managing Director – Investments.

Investments in securities and insurance 
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT 
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name 
used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC, a registered broker-deal-
er and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company.

© 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. HW

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

Understanding the complexities of Medicare

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi-Cantor David Julian     
Sanford J. Fenton, President 

Arlene Myers, Executive Director 
 

The members and staff of Or Chadash 
extend holiday greetings and well wishes 
to the entire Memphis Jewish Community. 

 
As we join in prayer for peace in our time, 

may we be inscribed for a year 
blessed with renewed spiritual energy, 

optimism, and health. 
בו תכתבהטולשנה   

 5782 תשפ"ב 
 

To register for 
holiday or Shabbat services, 

or to review our strict safety protocols, 
please visit our website: 

 

 

While they’re working, many Amer-
icans become accustomed to getting 
health insurance through their employ-
er. They make their initial selections and 
then update their choices once a year 
when its time to renew and during life 
events like adding to the family or, per-
haps, starting a new job

But virtually all U.S. residents face a 
milestone when they reach age 65 and 
qualify for Medicare, which provides 
a new and, possibly, more complex ap-
proach to health insurance.

Keep in mind that even if you take 
early Social Security benefits at age 62, 
you must wait until age 65 for Medicare.

Breaking down  Medicare’s four parts 

Part A: Hospital insurance
Helps pay for:
• Inpatient hospital care
• Hospice care
• Skilled home-health services for  

      homebound patients
Part A also helps with short-term in-

patient care in Medicare-certified skilled 
nursing facilities, but only if the patient 
is there for rehabilitation – not for long-
term or custodial care.

Qualifying
Once you reach age 65, you quali-

fy for Part A. It’s unlikely you will be 
charged a monthly premium if you have 
worked and paid the Medicare payroll 
tax for a minimum of 10 years.

 
Part B: Medical insurance

Helps pay for:
• Doctors’ services
• Outpatient hospital care
• Medical equipment and supplies
• Some preventive services
Qualifying
All U.S. citizens and all legal aliens 

who have lived in the United States for 
at least five years qualify for Part B at 
age 65. No work history is required, but 
everyone who wants Part B must pay a 
monthly premium.

By Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments
Monthly premiums are based off the 

worker’s modified adjusted gross in-
come (MAGI) from filed taxes with 
higher income individuals paying more. 
Your first opportunity to sign up for Part 
B is the initial enrollment period, which 
begins three months before and ends 
three months after your 65th birthday 
month.

 
Part C: Medicare Advantage

Part C offers an option to buy health 
insurance from the private sector as an 
alternative to joining the “traditional 
Medicare” program that comes from the 
government.

If you choose a Part C plan, you will 
generally get all of your Medicare-cov-
ered services, including all services, 
supplies, and drugs that are otherwise 
covered by Parts A, B, and D, from your 
Part C plan instead. However, Part C 
plans typically restrict your choices of 
health care providers.

Medicare enrollees who choose Part 
C must continue to pay their Part B pre-
miums, and Medicare will pay the plan 
a monthly fee. You might have to pay an 
additional monthly premium depending 
on the plan.

 
Part D: Prescription drug coverage

The optional Part D covers prescrip-
tion drugs. If you have Part A, Part B, or 
both, you will qualify for Part D.

Like Part C, Part D comes from a 
private company, not directly from the 
government. When you turn age 65, you 
will have the right to enroll in one of 
several Medicare-approved Part D pre-
scription drug plans.

Medicare pays most of the cost of Part 
D. However, if you choose Part D, you 
will pay a monthly premium to the com-
pany you select.

 
Supplementing your coverage

Medicare alone is not likely to be 
enough. To help minimize out-of-pock-
et expenses, many retirees have some 

other arrangement to supplement Medi-
care’s coverage. Some options include:

• Former employer health insurance – 
Your former employer may let you carry 
its group health plan into retirement. If 
you are retired and eligible for Medi-
care, your employer’s group health plan 
is your Medicare supplement.

• Medigap insurance – Medigap is 
supplemental health insurance you buy 
from a private insurance company to fill 
in some of the gaps in Part A and Part 
B. Medigap policies pay some or all 
of Medicare’s deductibles and copay-
ments, and some cover a few services 
that Medicare doesn’t.

• Medicare Advantage Part C – Part 
C is not a true Medicare supplement 
because it replaces Medicare’s cover-
age. But if you have Part C, you will not 
need a Medicare supplement.

This article contains basic informa-
tion about Medicare, services related to 
Medicare, and services for people with 
Medicare. If you would like to find more 
information about the government Medi-
care program, please visit the official 
U.S. government site at medicare.gov.

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide 
legal, tax, or accounting advice, but your 
financial advisor will be happy to work 
with your chosen legal and tax advisors 
to help you achieve your financial goals.

Insurance products are offered 
through nonbank insurance agency af-
filiates of Wells Fargo & Company and 
are underwritten by unaffiliated insur-
ance companies.

Palestinians erect 
flaming swastika, 
Star of David near 
Evyatar outpost

A burning swastika inside a Star of 
David, erected on Aug. 14, 2021 
during riots in the village of Beita 
in Samaria. Source: Screenshot.

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – Palestinians 
erected a burning swastika and Star of 
David last Saturday night during riots in 
the village of Beita in Samaria, near the 
evacuated outpost of Evyatar.

The riots, which have included burn-
ing tires and the firing of fireworks, 
have been taking place every night for 
months, with the aim of intimidating 
and eventually causing the complete 
evacuation of Evyatar.

The outpost was illegally erected 
in April following the murder of Ye-
huda Guetta in a terrorist attack at the 
Tapuach Junction in Samaria. It was 
evacuated in June but will remain under 
the control of the Israel Defense Forces 
until the Civil Administration’s plan-
ning committee completes its survey of 
the land.

If it is determined that the land be-
longs to the state and isn’t privately 
owned, the agreement reached between 
the former residents and the state calls 
for the establishment of a yeshivah 
along with living quarters for students 
and families of the yeshivah team, along 
with preparations for a permanent set-
tlement.

In July, two structures at the outpost 
were damaged when Palestinian rioters 
hurled a firebomb at security forces. HW

By Shahar Klaiman
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ANDREW BOSHWIT

(901) 202-8648 Direct 
(901) 335-8709 Mobile 
aboshwit@irmllc.com

www.irmllc.com

Commercial / Business Insurance
You have spent years building your business

Protect your investment with a robust insurance package

HOW CAN I HELP YOU TODAY?

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

Mazel Tov
Rebecca Blaine Robbins

Karen and Dr. Gordon Robbins of 
Baltimore, Md., are delighted to intro-
duce their daughter, Rebecca Blaine 
Robbins, who was born July 16, 2021.

Happy maternal grandparents are Jan 
and Dr. Lee Stein of Memphis and pa-
ternal grandparents Mollie and Doug 
Robbins of Atlanta, Ga.

Great-grandparents of blessed mem-
ory are Fernand and Rebecca Brack-
stone of Memphis, Bess and Sol Stein 
of Atlanta, Bobbie and Harold Gordon 
of Memphis, and Frances and Arthur 
Robbins of Atlanta.

Rebecca was named for her 
great-grandmother, Rebecca Brackstone 
and her great-grandmothers Bobbie 
Gordon Miller and Bess Stein, all of 
blessed memory. HW

Celebrate the high 
holidays with “a time to 
grow: a PJ Library family 
guide to the fall holidays”

Why do we blow a shofar? What 
should we do in between Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur? When do we sit in 
the sukkah? The answers to these ques-
tions – and much, much more – can be 
found in “A Time to Grow: A PJ Library 
Family Guide to the Fall Holidays,” a 
beautiful, free resource to help Jewish 
families around North America cele-
brate the fall holidays in engaging fash-
ion. PJ Library’s bigger refreshed guide 
for 2021 is available to download now 
at pjlibrary.org/fallholidays.

Whether you’ll be at synagogue or 
celebrating at home, the beautifully il-
lustrated “A Time to Grow” offers fam-
ilies myriad creative ways to connect 
with the High Holidays: Rosh Hasha-
nah (Jewish New Year), Yom Kippur 

(Day of Atonement), Sukkot (Festival 
of Small Huts” and Simchat Torah (Re-
joicing with the Torah). In 2021, the col-
orful newly expanded guide offers such 
engaging activities as “Make Your Own 
Shofar,” “Round Challah-braiding,” the 
story of Jonah for kids, instructions for 
shaking the lulav during Sukkot, fill-in-
the-blank discussion questions, step-by-
step celebrations, including blessings 
all aimed at making the High Holidays 
meaningful, memorable and fun, this 
year and in the future.

Join a virtual PJ Library community 
of thousands of Jewish families cel-
ebrating the fall holidays by using the 
downloadable guide! In addition, PJ 
Library also offers an interactive online 
companion filled with helpful how-to 
videos, music, and audio versions of 
blessing and prayers.

 
About PJ Library

A free program of the Harold Grin-
spoon Foundation, PJ Library sends 
engaging storybooks that provide fun 
and easy ways for families to connect 
with Jewish life. PJ Library’s high-qual-
ity books have become everyday favor-
ites of kids from birth through age 12, 
whether the stories serve as first intro-
ductions to Jewish values and culture 
or inspire families to create new Jewish 
traditions at home.

To find out more, visit pjlibrary.org or 
contact Memphis Jewish Federation for 
local programs at 901.767.7100. HW

Have a Simcha?
share with The Hebrew Watchman readers 

901.763.2215
info@hebrewwatchman.com

Unilever threatens legal action against 
Israeli NGO over Ben & Jerry’s knock-off 
brand

(JNS) – Ben & Jerry’s parent compa-
ny Unilever is threatening to take legal 
action against an Israeli NGO that is try-
ing to knock off the ice-cream maker’s 
brand in the West Bank following the 
company’s decision to stop selling its 
products in the region.

The Shurat HaDin Israel Law Center 
claimed that Ben & Jerry’s move last 
month to stop distributing ice cream in 
the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem 
resulted in an “abandonment” of its 
trademark there. The group said it plans 
to release “Judea and Samaria’s Ben & 
Jerry’s” ice cream in the West Bank with 
packaging that includes the original Ben 
& Jerry’s logo as well as a portrait of 
Theodor Herzl, the founder of the mod-
ern Zionist movement. The packaging 
will also feature the slogan “Frozen 
Chosen People.”

In a letter last week to the legal ad-
vocacy group, a copy of which was 

obtained by the New York Post, Unile-
ver’s General Counsel Natalia Cavaliere 
wrote, “Your allegation that Unilever 
has in any manner abandoned its trade-
mark rights for Ben & Jerry’s is flawed 
on multiple grounds.”

“Ben & Jerry’s intends to continue to 
distribute and sell its products in all of 
Israel, except for the small geographic 
region of the West Bank and East Je-
rusalem,” Cavaliere added, while also 
saying that Unilever considers any use 
of its trademark or tradename a “viola-
tion of our intellectual property rights.”

Shurat HaDin Israel Law Center Pres-
ident Nitsana Darshan-Leitner told the 
New York Post that she hopes to have 
the opportunity to go head-to-head with 
Unilever in court. She said her NGO 
plans to “seize their trademarks and 
utilize their name and manufacture our 
own ice cream in every Israeli region 
they have withdrawn from.” HW
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Historic Welsh synagogue’s long-lost 
stained-glass windows resurface in British 
man’s award-winning shed

6060 Poplar Avenue    Suite 140
Memphis, TN 38119 

901.761.1263
www.harkavyshainberg.com

• Business Entities 
• Bankruptcy 
•   Corporate and Business 

Transactions
• Employment and Labor
• Estate Planning and Probate 
• Health Care
• Land Use Planning and Zoning
• Landlord/Tenant Law 
• Litigation 
• Personal Injury
•  Real Estate 

    Closing  |  Leasing 
Lending  |  Foreclosure

• Taxation

60 YEARS OF SERVING
CLIENTS WITH INTEGRITY

AND DEDICATION
 TO EXCELLENCE.

Les Rowe sits amid panels from a Cardiff synagogue in his “Tranquility 
Base” shed. Credit: Cuprinol

By Philissa Cramer
(JTA) – After the Cathedral Road 

Synagogue in Cardiff, Wales, closed 
in 1989 amid a steep decline in the lo-
cal Jewish population, its stained-glass 
windows went missing.

Now, some of the once-majestic syn-
agogue’s stained-glass panels have re-
surfaced – in a backyard chicken-coop 
renovation that a British garden supplies 
company just declared best budget shed 
of 2021.

Cuprinol runs an annual shed com-
petition to promote its products, which 
include both prefabricated sheds and 
the supplies to build bespoke sheds. 
This year’s winner in the “budget” 
category was Les Rowe for his sev-
en-sided “Tranquility Base,” featuring 

a wooden floor reclaimed from a local 
church and at least five stained glass 
panels, several of which say, “In Me-
moriam.”

Rowe told local news media that 
while he had gotten lots of materials 
from his friends and family, the panels 
were from a synagogue in Cardiff, and 
he had purchased them on eBay “many 
years ago.” (He hadn’t gotten to use 
them until now, he said, because he had 
to wait for his chicken to die to free up 
space in his yard.)

While some of the news reports about 
Rowe’s shed has noted the windows’ or-
igins, none has identified the synagogue 
from which they came. But identical 
panels featuring a pattern of overlapping 

red and green circles are clearly visible 
in photographs taken before the Cathe-
dral Road Synagogue’s closure that are 
available online through the People’s 
Collection Wales.

The photographs were taken by a 
representative of the Jewish Historical 
Association of South Wales, which re-
ported that a local museum stored the 
windows until 2013. At that time, a rep-
resentative of the synagogue’s former 
members offered the windows to rela-
tives of those who had paid for them. No 
one accepted the offer, so the windows 
were sold to a salvage firm and the local 
community lost track of them, accord-
ing to the association’s notes on the pho-
to archive page.

The panels in Rowe’s shed appear to 
have been reassembled in a different ar-
rangement from how they appeared in 
the synagogue, which now houses offic-
es and a parking lot behind a semi-re-
stored facade in a complex called “Tem-
ple Court.”

At one point, there were thousands 
of Jews in Wales, many of whom end-
ed up there when their plans to get from 
Eastern Europe and Russia to the Unit-
ed States were derailed. Now, according 
to a 2019 BBC report, there are just a 
few hundred, almost all in Cardiff, the 
capital city. Cardiff has one Reform syn-
agogue that does not appear to have a 
rabbi and an Orthodox synagogue run 
by a Chabad rabbi. (It’s also the home-
town of a Congolese British soccer star 
named Rabbi Matondo.) HW

Third Pfizer 
vaccine shot 86 
percent effective 
for those over 60, 
Israeli healthcare 
provider said

(JNS) – The third dose of the Pfizer/
BioNTech’s coronavirus vaccine was 
86 percent effective for people over 60 
years old, Israeli health care provider 
Maccabi said last Wednesday.

Dr. Anat Ekka Zohar of Maccabi said 
the third dose “has again proved its ef-
fectiveness,” and had “demonstrated 
protection (against) the Delta variant,” 
reported Reuters.

Health Maintenance Organization 
(HMO) Maccabi provides health cov-
erage for around 25 percent of Israel’s 
population of 9.3 million people. The 
HMO compared results from 149,144 
people over 60 who received their third 
shot at least a week ago to 675,630 who 
received two shots from January to Feb-
ruary.

Only 37 people tested positive after 
having the third shot compared to 1,064 
who tested positive after only two dos-
es, according to Maccabi.

Pfizer has said its vaccine’s effective-
ness lessens over time and that a third 
dose can boost the antibodies for the vi-
rus. So far, 1.1 million Israelis over 50 
have received the third shot.

Israeli Health Ministry data last 
Wednesday showed that per 100,000 
people, there are 172 serious cases from 
unvaccinated people over 60 compared 
to 21 serious cases from the vaccinated, 
according to the report. HW
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Foodie influencer to headline pre-Rosh 
Hashanah women’s gourmet dinner at Chabad

Chabad Women’s Circle has select-
ed Foodie Influencer Naomi Elberg of 
Southfield, Michigan, to headline their 
annual pre-Rosh Hashanah Dinner & 
Cooking Demonstration, to be held on 
Mon., August 30 7 p.m. at the Chabad 
Center for Jewish Life, 2570 Kirby 
Parkway.

The evening will include a full gour-
met dinner including appetizer, entree 
and dessert, with a cooking demonstra-
tion by Naomi Elberg and inspirational 
thoughts about Rosh Hashanah by Mrs. 
Rivky Klein, co-director of Chabad of 
Tennessee. Recipes, ideas and food 
preparation tips for the holiday, as well 
as year-round, will also be shared.

Naomi Elberg is a foodie influencer, 
recipe developer, a gourmet chef and 
an exquisite baker. A native of Montre-
al, Canada, Naomi moved to Southfield 
in 2010 with her husband, Josh, and 
three young boys. Originally an early 
childhood educator, she found her true 
passion in baking and the kosher culi-
nary world. In 2014, Naomi decided to 

follow her dream full time by starting 
TGIS Challah – which stands for Thank 
Goodness it’s Shabbos – offering chal-
lahs, babkas and more. Today, Naomi 
is one of the most sought-after Kosher 
bloggers with over 34,000 followers on 
Instagram @Naomi_TGIS.

“Whether feeding a family on a busy 
weeknight, preparing a Shabbos meal, 
or a holiday dinner for 20, Naomi will 
share tips and advice that you can use 
in your home,” said Rivky. “I’m really 
excited about this year’s program. We 
get to talk to Naomi, watch her prepare 
her recipes as she shares her expertise 
and enjoy an evening of gourmet food, 
laughter, and wonderful desserts. And 
you will come away with new ideas and 
empowered to impress.”

The cost for the evening is $36 and in-
cludes dinner. Space is limited and seat-
ing will be spacious to be Covid-friendly. 
Women and girls should RSVP by regis-
tering online at www.jewishmemphis.
com/dinner by August 25, or by calling 
Rivky Klein at 901.219.7004. HW

Southern Jewish Historical Society announces 
2021 annual conference

Plans are complete for the 2021 
Southern Jewish Historical Society 
(SJHS) annual conference, hosted by 
the Jewish Historical Society of South 
Carolina (JHSSC), the weekend of Oc-
tober 22-24. Attendees will gather to-
gether for the first time since 2019 at the 
historic Francis Marion Hotel in beau-
tiful Charleston, SC. Registration can 
be accessed on the JHSSC website: at 
https://jhssc.org/events/2021-sjhs-annu-
al-conference.

Members please note that registering 
for conference events requires using the 
JHSSC website link and paying SJHS 
dues requires using the SJHS website.

In addition to walking tours of the 
sites of Jewish Charleston, confer-
ence-goers will gather for Shabbat 
dinner and services at the iconic Ka-
hal Kadosh Beth Elohim (KKBE). The 
weekend will feature a full slate of pan-
els under the theme of “Expanding the 

Archive(s) of Southern Jewish History,” 
chosen to celebrate 25 years of the Jew-
ish Heritage Collection at the College 
of Charleston’s Special Collections and 
its curator, Dale Rosengarten. Topics 
will range widely, including forays into 
Southern Jewish history and creative 
arts, collecting Kentucky Jewish history 
and refugee politics.

Please note on the program that the 
SJHS annual meeting will be 10:30 a.m. 
Friday in the Francis Marion Hotel. The 
keynote lecture Friday at noon and the 
pre-Shabbat dinner lecture at KKBE 
will be recorded and offered free to 
members after the conference has con-
cluded.

COVID-19 protocols will be followed 
per federal, state and local requirements. 
When making preparations to attend, 
note that attendees will have to arrange 
for transportation to and from hotels 
away from conference venues. HW

Congressman Cohen releases new study 
showing Child Tax Credit added $402 
Million to Tennessee economy in July 
alone

Congressman Steve Cohen (TN-
09) released a new study on August 13 
showing the Child Tax Credit pumped 
$18.6 billion into local economies na-
tionwide in July alone. In Tennessee, 
this tax cut for working families put 
a total of $401,989,000 into the local 
economy and $321,591,000 million di-
rectly into families’ pockets benefiting 
1,260,000 children in July. Based on the 
July payments, the new study from the 
Joint Economic Committee estimates the 

Child Tax Credit Monthly Payments will 
continue to pump $18.6 billion into local 
economies each month. Beginning Au-
gust 13, the second round of the monthly 
advance payments are being distributed.

Congressman Steve Cohen made the 
following statement: “This historic tax 
cut is putting more hardworking fami-
lies’ own money back in their pockets 
to support their families, spend at local 
businesses and drive hiring in Memphis 
and around the country.” HW

Kustoff issues statement on Biden’s 
disastrous withdrawal strategy from 
Afghanistan

Last Sunday, Congressman David 
Kustoff (TN-08) issued the follow-
ing statement regarding President Joe 
Biden’s withdrawal from Afghanistan 
and the current deteriorating conditions.

“President Biden’s strategy in Af-
ghanistan, and lack thereof, has put 
many innocent lives at risk and has en-
abled the Taliban to enact complete cha-
os and brutal violence. These last few 
days and today in Afghanistan resemble 
the fall of Saigon, a dark time in Amer-

ican and international history. It is ev-
ident that there was no clear American 
strategy from the Biden Administration 
to wind down American troops from 
Afghanistan. Without a doubt, there has 
been a clear dereliction of duty and re-
sponsibility demonstrated by President 
Biden and members of his administra-
tion. Because of President Biden’s poor 
planning and lack of leadership, the 
world is a much more dangerous place 
today,” said Rep. Kustoff.

Denver police arrest several suspects in 
yeshivah student murder case

(JNS) – The Denver Police have ar-
rested four individuals and a fifth is be-
ing sought for an Aug. 17 crime spree 
and murder of a yeshiva student.

Shmuel Silverberg, 19, of Cleveland, 
was outside of a dormitory for Yeshiva 
Toras Chaim in Denver when he was 
shot and killed. Several bullets also hit 
the building.

“At this time in the investigation, it 
appears that the victims were target-
ed at random. Therefore, the homicide 
near the Yeshiva Toras Chaim does not 
appear to be bias-motivated,” the police 
said in a release last Thursday. “How-
ever, if the evidence is discovered that 
it was, the Denver Police Department 
will work with the Denver District At-
torney’s Office on adding appropriate 

charges.”
“We continue to send our condolenc-

es to those who were impacted by these 
terrible crimes,” said Chief Paul M. Pa-
zen in the release.

The arrested individuals are Isaiah 
Freeman, 18; Seth Larhode, 21; Aden 
Sides, 18; and Noah Loepp-Hall, 19. 
They are facing charges including bur-
glary, first-degree burglary, felony men-
acing, first-degree auto theft, first-de-
gree assault and first-degree murder.

Chana Sutofsky, who has a son study-
ing at the yeshivah, said in a Facebook 
post, “It’s truly a sad day when people 
whose highest values are peace, per-
forming acts of lovingkindess, self-im-
provement, study and prayer are target-
ed by such hate.” HW

Election signs for Jewish Canadian MPs 
targeted with anti-Semitic graffiti

Anti-Semitic graffiti. Credit: Friends of Simon Wisenthal Center

(JNS) – Campaign banners for two 
Jewish parliament members who are 
running for re-election in Canada’s up-
coming elections were vandalized with 
swastikas.

Last Sunday, Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau called for the current gov-
ernment to be dissolved with new elec-
tions to be held on Sept. 20. Among those 
running for re-election are current minis-
ters of Parliament Rachel Bendayan and 
Anthony Housefather, both of Montreal. 
It was their banners that were defaced.

“It is absolutely sickening to see this 
vile anti-Semitism targeting Jewish elec-
tion candidates,” said Michael Levitt, 
president and CEO of Friends of Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. “There’s no place for 
this Jew-hatred in the city of Montreal or 
anywhere else in Canada. This symbol 
of hate and genocide must be rejected by 
all Canadians, regardless of where one 
stands on the political spectrum.”

Reactions came swiftly from the can-
didates, who last Tuesday posted photos 
of the vandalized posters online.

Housefather, a Parliament member for 
Mount Royal, wrote on Twitter: “Pret-
ty sad to see anti-Semitism hitting the 
campaign on Day 3. I can assure who-
ever did this that no swastika is going to 

scare me or stop me from speaking up 
for Jewish Canadians.”

“Whatever your political views, 
spreading hateful and violent messages 
is not the way to go,” Bendayan posted 
on social media. “We’ve seen the road 
that the politics of the far-right leads 
us to in the U.S. and around the world. 
That is not us. That is not our Canada.”

The vandalism comes as Canada 
deals with high numbers of anti-Semitic 
incidents.

“Disgusted by the targeting of Jew-
ish candidates with the most-vile of 
anti-Semitic symbols of hatred – swasti-
kas,” tweeted Irwin Colter, founder and 
chair of the Raoul Wallenberg Centre 
for Human Rights. “There is no room 
for such anti-Semitic hate in Canada, or 
anywhere, and certainly not in a demo-
cratic electoral process.”

Also concerned about the vandalism 
is Trudeau, whose government recently 
held a forum on anti-Semitism in the 
country and promised to do more to pro-
tect Canadian Jews.

“It is completely unacceptable,” 
Trudeau wrote on Twitter. “I stand in 
solidarity with Rachel and Anthony, and 
the entire Jewish community, against 
this type of hatred.” HW

Largest Selection
of Kosher Wines

Memphis and Germantown’s Wine and Liquor Superstore
Come see us at our new location. 

6161 Poplar Avenue Memphis, Tenn. 38119 901.682.1333
www.greatwinesmemphis.com

Pick up your favorite kosher wines in time for the High Holidays
Featuring styles from

Argentina, France, Australia, Chile, Italy and Israel
Case Discount Available

We are moving across the street
on September 1
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Siri, I’d like to know you better
Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

I want to buy your home!
Fast!  Easy!  No Repairs!

No Commission!  No Fees!
Licensed Realtor in TN! 

Lifelong Memphian!
David Steinberg  •  901-233-0313

steinbergdavid@comcast.net

Insights From Israel
We Are One – Still?
By Howard Weisband

It’s Saturday and I need to write a sto-
ry – but waitaminute. It’s Shabbos – and 
you can’t push a pencil across paper on 
Shabbos, say the Rabbis. The Chumash 
is silent on the topic. It forbids me mak-
ing a fire. It forbids “work,” but even in 
the lexicon of G-d there was no word 
for pencil and there was no substance 
for what we call paper. So, use of it 
couldn’t have been prohibited. And they 
didn’t mention the TV Saturday football 
games, either.

Still, though we couldn’t work on the 
Sabbath, we Jews like to boast of the 
contributions we’ve made to the world: 
Physics, medicine, music – all in a six-
day week. The list is endless. You know 
the story of the Jewish scientist who dis-
covered a cancer cure, Friday night at 
2:00 a.m. He was declared a heretic and 
they shredded his formula.

Well, why does no one brag about 
what one might call – to coin a phrase 
– “university ubiquity.” I’ve got Elijah 
on my mind. Elijah the prophet with a 
jonquil in his label, who reveals him-
self every Passover in every Seder (the 

Passover feast) in millions of Jewish 
homes. The same night at the same time 
in locations from Melbourne, Australia, 
to Anchorage, Alaska. And by the way, 
he does this under the influence of eight 
million gulps of wine. Dead drunk and 
he still finds his way from Calcutta to 
Hushpuckinny, Mississippi. A violation 
of the temporal laws of the universe 
whispered in Elijah’s ear by the Creator 
of those laws, who can bend them with 
his breath.

The Christians watched – how could it 
be – an omnipresent saint? Why couldn’t 
they do the same? BAM! They came up 
with a jollier, overweight version of the 
same miracle. And basically, he brought 
the same message – in the form of gifts 
instead of hope. Santa Claus. Somehow, 
they learned the formula for the secret 
that the Creator of all had first given to 
the Jews a millennium earlier – the con-
voluted formula by which time is twist-
ed. And to trump Elijah he even brought 
presents. We Jews were jealous of this 
infringement on our franchise. “They 
got it from us,” muttered scholars in Ye-
shivas all over the world.

“Yeah,” added one famous Rabbi in 
Stfat, “he only ate a cookie instead of 
knocking back a jigger of wine. Our 
representative was full of wine and still 
did his duty – their man was cold sober.”

“Right,” said another sage, “and he 
had those reindeer to guide him when he 
lost the way.” (Some believe the magic 
of the GPS was prematurely revealed to 

both.)
For years I’ve been duly impressed 

with both miracles – not just the univer-
sal world-wide appearance of the two 
gifted messengers, but how did they de-
tect the next Jewish or Christian home? 
Nobody puts up a sign, you know. Many 
Jews put a Mezuzah on the doorpost in 
memory of slavery days in Egypt, but not 
all. Christians? How could Santa tell? He 
might blunder into a Buddhist home!

For years I marveled at this incredible 
violation of logic. What was the trick? 
Only the Creator, himself, would origi-
nate such a manipulation of the orderly 
laws of nature dating back to Genesis.

THEN – my kids, now grown and 
wise to the ways of the world, visited 
me. They bore strange hand-held devic-
es called iPhones. And here’s the chiller. 
Inside each device was the SAME 
LADY – in ten million phones at the 
same time!! Her name – Siri. And she 
bore the gift of knowledge. She didn’t 
guffaw like the fat, jolly Christmas 
Eve visitor – nor was she silent like the 
solemn Elijah. She could answer your 
most difficult question. You could ask 
her anything – even personal questions 
dealing with her habits and inclinations. 
Ahem! Or, Siri, I’d like to chat and have 
a drink with you – chat about our love 
life. But her answer was usually – some-
times – not all the time – dismissive. 
“That question is not appropriate.” And 
unlike Elijah, if you asked her, “Siri, I 
want to take you out for a nice supper 

and some exploratory conversation” or 
“Siri, I’d like to know your better” you 
were restricted to a list of nearby kosher 
restaurants. That’s not what I wanted at 
all. And remember, Siri lives and thrives 
and dispenses information simultane-
ously in a million devices. Pardon my 
irreverence, but we’ve outdone Elijah, 
Santa Claus, and even General Tso, the 
well-known oriental chef, who exists 
and cooks in every Chinese restaurant in 
every city of the world. Siri, how does 
he do that?

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the roof, has appeared in newspa-
pers around the U.S., on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

We Are One was the iconic United 
Jewish Appeal (UJA) national campaign 
slogan in the mid-70s and for some 
years thereafter. Likewise, it graced the 
annual campaign literature and messag-
ing of the Memphis Jewish Federation.

Those were different times. They 
were the years following existential 
threats to Israel and dramatic victories 
in both the Six Day War in 1967 and the 
Yom Kippur War in 1973. Soon there-
after the infamous 1975 “Zionism is 
Racism” resolution appeared and was 
passed in the United Nations (later re-
pealed). In direct response, the Ameri-
can Jewish community stood together 
under the We Are One banner.

The Memphis Jewish Federation 

made its voice heard locally and inter-
nationally through some 20 participants 
in “Koach” (Strength), a national UJA 
Young Leadership Israel Mission. Other 
Israel missions followed over the years.

But We Are One was more than a slo-
gan, much more. It had deep roots in Jew-
ish history and contemporary meaning.

Prof. Jonathan Sarna, Brandeis Univer-
sity, the foremost American Jewish histo-
rian, wrote this past May, quoting from 
the book Sacred Survival (1986) by the 
late Jonathan Woocher, that despite the re-
ligious denominational differences within 
American Jewry, “… there were a series 
of beliefs that the vast majority consid-
ered sacred and inviolable. Among these 
major tenets common to religious and 

nonreligious Jews alike he listed “unity of 
the Jewish people,” “mutual responsibili-
ty,” “the centrality of the state of Israel” 
and “Jewish survival.” These core beliefs, 
he argued, bound Jews together.”

Do these core beliefs still hold?
After a number of years, the cam-

paign slogan changed, not because We 
Are One was no longer relevant, but be-
cause the campaign felt it had to “fresh-
en up” the message in marketing terms.

Meanwhile, more poignantly, genera-
tional, societal, and demographic chang-
es rapidly had their individual and mutu-
al impacts within the American Jewish 
community. These changes have been 
surveyed most comprehensively by the 
Pew Research Center in Philadelphia, 
in 2013, and more recently in 2020 and 
released in 2021. Many social scientists 
and others have reviewed the data and its 
various meanings, having drawn conclu-
sions as they deem important.

Sarna himself in the same article con-
cluded that “Not one of these beliefs, 
(the core beliefs referred to above) ac-
cording to the new Pew survey, contin-
ues to unite American Jews today.”

Wow. If that is accurate, that is truly 
numbing.

What has happened to the belief in the 
Jewish tenet “Kol Yisrael arevim zeh 
bazeh,” All of Israel are responsible one 
for the other? (Talmud, Shevuot 39a, 
and elsewhere)

Let’s look at a tiny bit of the Pew data.
Pew asked American Jews if they 

are emotionally attached to Israel. 67% 
in the age group 65+ answered very or 
somewhat, similarly 63% in the age cat-

egory 50-64. However, only 52% ages 
30-49, and 48% ages 18-29 replied that 
they are very or somewhat emotionally 
attached to Israel.

More disturbing are the corollary find-
ings in the not too/not at all emotionally 
attached to Israel categories. Ages 65+ 
was 32%, 50-64 was 36%, and for the 
younger generations, 30-49 it was 47%, 
and 18-29 was 51% who did not feel so 
attached to Israel if at all.

These results seem to correlate with 
Pew’s survey findings of a significant-
ly growing number of Jews of “no reli-
gion,” as well as what other studies and 
focus groups are reporting with similar 
information.

The trend lines clearly reflect less 
connection of one to the other, and 
much less connection to Israel. In broad 
stroke, these are the Jewish leaders, 
community people, and donors of today 
and tomorrow.

I fear that Sarna is correct in his con-
clusion, and that “We Are One” simply 
no longer resonates.

Are there corrective measures? Per-
haps a subject for future columns. I in-
vite your comments.

Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and Ex-
ecutive Director (1977-84) of the Mem-
phis Jewish Federation. Following Ali-
yah with his family in 1986, he served as 
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency 
for Israel through 1997, and then in 
other senior professional positions in 
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in 
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweis-
band@gmail.com. HW

DEADLINES FOR STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAYS AT NOON

AND WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT 
YOUR STORIES IN ADVANCE.
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Wildfire in Jerusalem hills 
mostly under control, but 
firefighting efforts continue

Debbie Rosenthal     LUXURY SPECIALIST 
 901.682.5600
 drosenthal@dreamvacations.com
      /debbierosenthaldreamvacations
www.dreamvacations.com/drosenthal

Israeli firefighters and citizens try to extinguish a fire in a forest near Beit 
Meir, outside of Jerusalem, on Aug. 15, 2021. 
Credit: Yonatan Sindel/Flash90.

(JNS) – The massive blaze that 
erupted in the Jerusalem hills last Sun-
day continued to rage on last Monday 
morning, with at least five hotspots still 
active, according to the Israel Fire and 
Rescue Service.

The flames have so far eaten away at 
more than 4,200 acres (6.5 square miles), 
forcing over 10,000 people to evacuate 
their homes in six communities west of 
the Jerusalem: Beit Meir, Ksalon, Ra-
mat Raziel, Shoresh, Sho’eva and Givat 
Ye’arim.

As of last Monday morning, firefight-
ers had managed to get enough of the 
blaze under control to eliminate the im-
mediate threat to homes in the area, Je-
rusalem fire chief Shlomi Ben Yair told 
Army Radio.

“There are still five active fires, but 
it is not endangering any residents for 
now. We’re focusing on aid efforts for 
emergency services and for families 
evacuated from their homes,” he said.

Fire department officials said the fire 
was being investigated as arson, adding 
that the flames were fueled by the high 
temperatures and strong winds in the 
area.

As of last Monday morning, 70 
squads from the Jerusalem Fire Depart-
ment, as well as firefighters from units 
nationwide, were battling the flames.

Last Sunday evening, Israeli Defense 

Minister Benny Gantz ordered the mil-
itary to assist firefighters in battling the 
blaze. Home Front Command firefight-
ers and search-and-rescue teams, as well 
Unit 669, the military’s elite airborne 
rescue unit, subsequently deployed to 
the affected area.

The Home Front Command’s situ-
ation room was coordinating the joint 
effort, said the IDF.

Jerusalem District Fire Commander 
Nissim Twito and the capital’s police 
chief, Doron Turgeman, held an on-site 
situation assessment last Monday.

Twito noted that efforts were cur-
rently focused on getting the existing 
hotspots under control and preventing 
new ones from forming. Turgeman said 
that overnight, police forces patrolled 
areas cleared by the fire department to 
ensure no looting took place in areas 
where residents were forced to flee the 
blaze.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 
paused last Sunday’s Cabinet meeting to 
personally monitor the developments. 
Late last Sunday night, Bennett arrived 
at a command-and-control center set up 
to oversee the developments.

“At this time, we appear to be heading 
in a positive direction in terms of con-
trolling the flames,” Bennett said shortly 
after 11 p.m. “But it must be said, it’s 
not over until it’s over.” HW

(JNS) – A historian is claiming that 
Alexander Hamilton, the country’s first 
Treasury Secretary who was instrumen-
tal in the ratification of the Constitution 
and whose popularity has risen in recent 
years due to the musical “Hamilton,” 
had Jewish ties as a child in the Carib-
bean.

“The balance of evidence suggests 
that Hamilton in all likelihood had a 
Jewish identity in his youth in the Ca-
ribbean,” said Andrew Porwancher, a 
professor of history at the University of 
Oklahoma and author of the book The 
Jewish World of Alexander Hamilton, 
reported Bloomberg News.

Porwancher went on to explain that 
he believes Hamilton’s mother, Rachel 
Faucette, who was born a Christian in 
the British Caribbean, converted to 
Judaism to marry a Jewish merchant 
named Johan Levine.

“Although she bears Alexander out of 
wedlock to a non-Jew, in all probability 
she chooses to raise him in her adopted 
faith of Judaism,” he claims.

Porwancher, who spent years study-
ing archives in the United States and 
in the Caribbean, further adds that the 
founding father and co-author of the 
Federalist Papers likely had some Jew-
ish education while growing up on the 
island of Nevis, where 25 percent of its 
free population was Jewish.

“There was a Jewish school that 
Hamilton later told his children that he 
attended, where we know he began at 
least rudimentary study of the Torah be-
cause he recalls how his teacher would 
put him on a table so it would be eye 
level, and he would recite to her the Ten 
Commandments in Hebrew.”

Hamilton was born in either 1755 
or 1757 in Nevis, which was a British 
colony at the time. He was orphaned in 

Historian claims founding 
father Alexander Hamilton had 
Jewish upbringing

1768 after his mother died of yellow fe-
ver. Upon arriving in New York in the 
early 1770s, Hamilton was known to 
have close ties with the city’s Jewish 
population, according to Porwancher.

“We find in Hamilton a closer re-
lationship with the American Jewish 
community than we find in any other 
founder. In a variety of forums – from 
the marketplace to academia to the 
courthouse –he’s committed to securing 
equality for America’s Jews,” he said, 
noting that Hamilton had a particular-
ly close relationship with Rabbi Ger-
shom Mendes Seixas of Congregation 
Shearith Israel, New York City’s first 
Spanish and Portuguese synagogue.

He also notes that Hamilton expe-
rienced anti-Semitism, with his oppo-
nents attacking him over his ties to the 
Jewish community and his financial 
programs as Treasury Secretary.

“He’s pro-city, he’s pro-finance, and to 
some extent, he’s pro-outsider, and those 
are all things that Jews get lambasted for 
through history,” he said. “Hamilton is 
the visionary for America’s future, and 
Jews, by virtue of their marginality, were 
effectively forced to become moderniz-
ers in order to survive.”

Despite Porwancher’s claims, most 
historians do not believe that Hamilton 
was Jewish and have even cast doubt 
on whether or not Johan Levine (most 
historians spell it as Lavien), was Jew-
ish either. As an adult, Hamilton did not 
identify as Jewish, and no evidence ex-
ists that he ever spoke about any Jewish 
heritage.

On his deathbed after being shot in 
his infamous duel with Aaron Burr, he 
accepted communion from the episco-
pal bishop of New York and is buried at 
Trinity Church Cemetery in New York 
City. HW
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An ode to the black and white cookie

By Rebecca Salzhauer
Black and white cookies       Courtesy: Forward

Reprinted with permission Forward.
The first time I cried in a bathroom, 

the only thing that soothed me was the 
promise of a black and white cookie.

It was 2009, a week before my ninth 
birthday. A different virus, the swine 
flu, was poised to run rampant in my 
elementary school. My teacher told the 
class that to curb the spread of germs, 
we wouldn’t be allowed to bring in food 
from home. Having waited all year for 
my turn to make birthday treats, I was 
crestfallen. That afternoon, my mom 
assured me that, despite my disappoint-
ment, everything would be alright. We 
would instead get black and white cook-
ies, she said, from my favorite bakery, 
William Greenberg’s Desserts.

Unlike their mass-produced cousins, 
which frequent bodega counters and 
bad onegs, William Greenberg’s black 
and white cookies were a delicacy. Back 
then, the Upper East Side bakery was 
cramped. Baked goods seemed to pour 
out of racks of shelves. Below the count-
er, glass display cases flaunted cakes and 
tarts. Above it, trays overflowed with 

cookies: some linzer tarts, some sugar 
cookies, but mostly black and whites.

On its website, the store proudly touts 
itself as home of New York City’s #1 
black and white cookie. The bold, pos-
sibly immeasurable claim is uncited but 
apt. Ina Garten served them at a party for 
Sheryl Haft’s children’s book “Good-
night Bubbala.” She told Page Six that 
William Greenberg’s take on the cookie 
was chosen out of “almost every cookie 
in New York” by a rigorous process of 
elimination. Yes, the cookies are good. 
But they’re limited by the fact that 
black and white cookies are inherently 
unspectacular. As food journalist Molly 
O’Neill wrote, “There is no such thing 
as a delicious black and white cookie. 
They are either edible or inedible.”

The Jewish history of the black and 
white cookie

So how did this seemingly unimpres-
sive treat become a Jewish New York 
City icon?

Like many famous New Yorkers, the 
black and white cookie’s history be-
gins with a tale of reinvention, where 

mythology supplants fact. Some food 
historians trace the cookie’s origins to 
the early 20th century at Hemstrought’s 
Bakery in Utica, N.Y. Then called “half-
moons,” they had a smaller, more domed 
chocolate cake base iced with thicker, 
fluffier, vanilla buttercream alongside 
chocolate fudge.

Others say the cookies came to New 
York with Bavarian immigrants, who 
may or may not have been Jewish. When 
John and Justine Glaser founded Glaser’s 
Bake Shop in 1902, the black and white 
was among their original recipes, said 
their grandson, Herb Glaser, who ran the 
Manhattan bakery until it closed in 2018.

No one quite knows how or why the 
cookie’s popularity exploded, but by 
the mid-20th century, they were ev-
erywhere. “I think part of the cookie’s 
appeal was its ubiquity in Jewish bak-
eries,” said Leah Koenig, the author of 
“The Little Book of Jewish Sweets.”

That ubiquity meant generations of 
Jewish children got black and whites 
with their parents and grandparents, sit-
uating the cookies as a nostalgic treat in 
the collective memory. Ultimately, sheer 
proximity to Jewish culture, rather than 
any inherent Jewishness, put the black 
and white on Tablet Magazine’s list of 
the 100 most Jewish foods.

Simple yet visually striking, the black 
and white cookie appeals directly to the 
inner child. Its twin halves pose infinite 
eating possibilities. My sister, a choco-
late fiend, starts with vanilla and saves 
the best for last. My mom, the ultimate 
peacemaker, breaks it in two, perpen-
dicular to the line between vanilla and 
chocolate. I eat black and whites like 
the disgusting overthinker that I am: 
splitting the vanilla from the chocolate, 
breaking pieces from alternating halves, 
then peeling off bits of icing and eating 
them after each bite of bare cookie.

In “New York City Food: An Opinion-

ated History,” Arthur Schwartz laments 
that black and white cookies are often un-
derwhelming. They go stale. The cake is 
too dry. The icing is too soft or too sweet 
or not sweet enough. Still, the cookies 
from the Jewish bakery in his childhood 
home of Marine Park, Brooklyn make 
him reminisce. “When I was a kid I cer-
tainly loved them,” he writes. “Maybe 
when I was a kid, they were good.”

William Grimes, too, upholds the 
cookie’s primary value as nostalgic. In 
a 1998 tribute to the cookie in The New 
York Times, he wrote: “Today’s black and 
white cannot compare with the black and 
whites of yesteryear, of course, just as no 
mayor will ever be as good as La Guardia 
and no team as beloved as the Dodgers.”

Maybe the black and white cookie is 
an ambivalent Jewish answer to Proust’s 
madeleine. Childhood memories come 
flooding back with the first bite, but any 
blissful montage is interrupted by the in-
ner monologue of an unimpressed Larry 
David character.

I recently went back to William 
Greenberg’s to test this theory. The bak-
ery, now spacious and sleek in a red-
tiled, retro kind of way, had expanded 
into the space next door. Thanks to the 
renovations, the same tarts and cakes 
lined display cases with a calmer sense 
of order. And there were the black and 
white cookies, still on the counter, still 
exactly the same.

When I got home, I looked down at 
the cookie, considering how to eat it. 
As old instincts kicked in, I split the 
two sides in half. I broke a piece off 
the vanilla side and peeled up the icing 
with the back of my thumb. The sugar 
dissolved on my tongue, a synthesis of 
every black and white cookie I’d ever 
eaten before. I swallowed and began to 
evaluate. Was this cookie as good as the 
ones I remembered? Maybe not, but it 
was pretty, pretty good. HW


