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A multi-city ad campaign hopes to fight antisemitism with
eye-catching messages. Who is JewBelong for?

A JewBelong bus ad in downtown San Francisco. The ads are part of a
nationwide campaign to raise awareness of antisemitism.
Credit: Gabriel Greschler/J. Jewish News of Northern California

By Eliyahu Kamisher

(J. The Jewish News of Northern California via JTA) – Dozens of hot-pink
billboards and transit ads have appeared
in major American cities over the last
month, referencing the Holocaust and
antisemitism.
“We’re just 75 years since the gas
chambers. So no, a billboard calling out
Jew hate isn’t an overreaction,” reads
one. “Being woke and antisemitic is like
being a vegan who eats veal,” reads another.
The ads are the brainchild of JewBelong, a New Jersey-based nonprofit

whose stated mission is to “rebrand Judaism” with a hip, made-for-social-media bent. But now JewBelong is going
through a rebrand of its own. Founded in
2017 primarily as a vehicle for increasing Jewish pride among what it deems
“disengaged Jews,” the organization has
recently shifted its operations to focus
specifically on combating antisemitism.
The $450,000 campaign – which is
being branded as “JewBelong or JewBeGone” – first made waves with a
massive billboard in New York’s Times
Square last month. Now, in addition to

New York, it’s focusing on San Francisco, Philadelphia, Washington D.C. and
Miami, and the group has plans to expand into other markets before the campaign ends in August.
JewBelong founders Stacy Stuart
and Archie Gottesman are longtime
marketers who made their names with
irreverent and often left-leaning advertisements for Manhattan Mini Storage, a
company owned by Gottesman’s family.
They started out focusing on low-barrier Judaism, like a Zoom Passover seder
and online explainers on marriage and
baby names.
But Gottesman told the Philadelphia
Jewish Exponent that the pair felt it was
inappropriate to continue JewBelong’s
business as usual – providing rituals,
Shabbat songs and recipes – during a
time “when people are hating you.”
“If the house is on fire, I don’t want
to talk about redesigning the staircase,”
said Gottesman.
Stuart said the group is looking to
mimic the Black Lives Matter movement for racial justice and the Stop
Asian Hate campaign. The latest Israel-Hamas armed conflict, she said, uncovered deep-seated antisemitism that is
not getting enough attention.
“We kind of want to take a page from
[the Black Lives Matter] playbook. It’s
insane they did such a great job of, like,
rallying the troops, of just gaining so

much attention and so much love,” Stuart said in an interview with J., The Jewish News of Northern California. “And
so we’re not doing, like, Jewish Lives
Matter … But yes, we are.”
As evidence that the issue of antisemitism needs wider representation, Stuart
cited a lackluster showing at a July 11
rally outside the U.S. Capitol; around
2,000 people showed up to protest
against rising antisemitism.
Stuart said she is “heartbroken” that
Jews are not seeing more support for
combating antisemitism.
“Black Lives Matter, we all had the
posters on our lawns – like we are
there,” she said. “That’s kind of what
we do, right, as a people. And we just
feel there’s been very little of that for
the Jewish community.
“We’re just trying to ring the alarm
bells. Where is everyone?”
In San Francisco, where Jewish spaces such as Chabad of Noe Valley and
the Jewish-owned Manny’s Cafe were
recent targets of anti-Zionist vandalism,
the JewBelong billboards carry a special
resonance. Stuart said the decision to
target the Bay Area was “a no-brainer.”
JewBelong identifies as nonpartisan,
but the group has inserted itself into political spaces before. During the 2020
presidential primaries, a group of Jew(See JewBelong Page 3)

These Jewish athletes have won medals at the Tokyo Olympics

Among the Jewish athletes to win medals in Tokyo are, left to right,
Avishag Semberg, Jessica Fox and Lilia Akhaimova. Credit: Semberg
photo: Javier Soriano/AFP via Getty; Fox photo: Patrick Smith/Getty;
Akhaimova photo: Jamie Squire/Getty

By Emily Burack

(JTA) – The Jewish highlights of the
Tokyo Olympics kicked off with Jewish
basketball superstar Sue Bird serving as
one of Team USA’s two flag bearers at
the opening ceremony, a huge honor.

The lasting accolades, though, are the
medals that winning athletes take home.
Dozens of Jewish athletes are competing in the Games this year, but the fierce
competition means that only some will
enter the record books as gold, silver or

bronze medalists.
Here are the Jewish athletes who have
clinched a medal, in chronological order. We’ll continue to update this list
until the last day of competition, Aug. 8.
Avishag Semberg won bronze in taekwondo for Team Israel on day one of
the competition.
Semberg, 19, was third in the women’s under-49 kg category, giving Israel
its first medal of the Tokyo Olympics
and its first ever in the sport.
“I said to myself, ‘I want this medal
more than she does,’ and I did it … I
have an Olympic medal at 19, it’s a
dream come true,” Semberg said following her win.
Because of the pandemic, Semberg did
not stay in Tokyo long afterward, and she
was greeted at Ben Gurion Airport with a
festive reception and big celebration.
Jessica Fox of Australia won bronze
in women’s kayak slalom on day four of
the competition. Two days later she took
gold in women’s canoe slalom.
Fox, considered by many to be the

greatest paddler of all time, was the only
athlete to medal in both canoe slalom
and kayak slalom. She finished a disappointing third in the kayak race, but
rallied for the gold in the historic canoe
event – it was the first time that women’s canoe slalom has been contested at
the Olympics.
Fox had previously won two Olympic medals: silver in 2012 and bronze
in 2016. Her mom, Jewish Olympian
Myriam Jerusalmi, won bronze at the
1996 Olympics in kayak slalom. Jerusalmi now coaches her daughter.
Lilia Akhaimova won gold with Team
Russia in the women’s team gymnastics
competition on day four of the Games.
Akhaimova, who is competing in her
first Olympics, earned the top score on
vault during the women’s gymnastics
team finals, helping propel the Russian
Olympic Committee, aka Team Russia,
to the gold medal.
Akhaimova will compete in the women’s individual vault competition later
in the Games. HW
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Dale Steele, driver of the Wendy & Avron B. Fogelman Jewish Family
Service’s Shalom Shuttle, is always happy to take eligible clients to their
desired destination.
“Shalom Shuttle has honestly saved
“We have a CRV, which is a little
my life. Since I no longer drive after
higher off the ground, so we have endriving for so many years, I was lost not
abled a little platform that riders can
being able to get around the city I love.
step up on, to help them get into the car.
Now I can return to going where I want
We try to make it easier for them,” said
to, and this service has given me the gift
Dale.
of freedom once again,” said one anony“In our community, riders like going
mous rider. “Dale is a wonderful person
to the places where they get to see their
and an excellent and experienced driver.
friends, peers, have conversations, and
I am glad to call him my friend.”
simply get out of the house,” noted Dale.
The Shalom Shuttle program of the
“A significant aspect of the program is
Wendy & Avron B. Fogelman Jewish
that it allows for riders to remain active
Family Service (FJFS) at the Memphis
and connected to their community and
Jewish Community Center offers afkeep them plugged in to the things most
fordable rides to members of the Memimportant to them in their routine.”
phis Jewish community who are over
“There is a common misconception
60 years old or are adults with special
of what we do,” said Mary Elizabeth
needs. The Shuttle runs from 8 a.m. to
Jones, FJFS director. “People often be5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and
lieve that the Shalom Shuttle service is
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday.
only used by people who have given up
“Shalom Shuttle can take clients
on their driving career entirely or are at
anywhere within Shelby County,” said
their most desperate. However, this is
Dale Steele, driver for the transportation
not the case. Shalom Shuttle can also be
service. “We go to the grocery store, go
for clients who only need a temporary
shopping, to the beautician, to retrieve
ride. People also think that all we do is
their prescription, to the nail salon, to
serve those in financial need, or those
get a little exercise, or wherever else the
who are less fortunate financially, but
rider requests.”
our service can be used for a wide variAfter a client schedules an appointety of other reasons as well!”
ment with Dale, he will take them to
Shalom Shuttle is just one program
their destination for a $5 trip fee, or a
that FJFS provides for the Memphis
round trip for $10. Dale only takes one
Jewish community. Other programs inpassenger at a time, unless he is drivclude Intake & Referral, Counseling &
ing a married couple, or a rider and their
Support Groups, Kosher Meals, a Food
caregiver. This way, riders feel comPantry, Senior Case Management, Spefortable and safe during their ride. The
cial Needs programming, a variety of
shuttle does not allow animals to ride, as
Educational Programs, Volunteer Serlater passengers may have pet allergies.
vices, and other services.
While the shuttle car does not have
If you meet the requirements and need
the capacity to transport people who retransportation, or for any other service
quire wheelchairs, it can store canes and
provided by FJFS, call 901.767.8511 or
walkers in the back of the vehicle.
visit jccmemphis.org/fjfs. HW
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Memphis Candlelighting Time
Erev Shabbat, Fri. August 6, 2021 / 28 Av, 5781 ...............................7:39 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. August 7, 2021 / 29 Av, 5781 ................................... 8:37 p.m.
Weekly Torah Portion: Re’eh

Delta passengers outraged at
airline’s serving Ben & Jerry’s
on flight to Israel
By Assaf Golan

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – Bitter
scoop: Passengers on a Delta flight from
New York to Tel Aviv last Wednesday
were displeased when they discovered
that the in-flight service included a lessthan-sweet treat – Ben & Jerry’s icecream.

Happy
Rosh Chodesh!
Broker, GRI, RENE, MMDC

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Memphis and Mid-South $36
Out-of-State $50
Payable in Advance

Elul
5781

Official Real Estate Agent of The Memphis Tigers

Many of the passengers on the flight
handed the dessert back to the flight attendants, who said that they had warned
the airline that it was an “inappropriate”
choice, given the company’s recent decision to stop selling its products beyond the Green Line.
The decision caused an international
controversy and much concern in Israel,
where it was seen as a capitulation to the
BDS movement.
One of the passengers was former Likud Knesset member Anat Berko, who
was traveling with a relative.
“After the ice cream was served, a lot
of people protested the serving of a food
product whose producer boycotts Judea
and Samaria. I protested, as well, and
gave my ice-cream back,” said Berko.
The former MK said that a few upset passengers declared that they would
write to Delta to protest its decision to
serve Ben & Jerry’s.
“Not only did I give my serving back;
I also filmed the event, so the airline
couldn’t deny it had happened. Delta
needs to explain itself and this astonishing decision,” she added, saying that
despite the ice-cream incident, the flight
and service had been excellent.
This report first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW
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MJCC organizes community
panel to usher in the High Holy
Day season
The Memphis Jewish Community
Center (MJCC) will convene a panel of
local Jewish organizational leaders to
reflect on the past year and share hopes
for the Memphis Jewish community in
the year to come. The panel, which will
take place over Zoom on August 10 at 7
p.m., is the first in a series of High Holy
Day programs through the Center for
Jewish Living and Learning (CJLL) at
the MJCC.
Leigh Mansberg, president and CEO
of Junior Achievement of Memphis and
the Mid-South, will moderate the conversation with Jeremy Weiser, MJCC
chief operating officer; Dan Weiss head
of school of Bornblum Jewish Community School; and Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein, chief strategy officer
and executive vice president of Jewish
Community Partners.
The Hebrew month of Elul begins on
August 8, and leads into Rosh Hashanah
and the High Holy Days. It is traditionally a time of introspection and reflection. The panel will focus on how the
Memphis Jewish community has grown
in the past year and how we can begin
the New Year with a fresh perspective
as individuals, in our organizations and
as a community.
“We are thrilled to convene some of

the leaders who have guided our Jewish
community through the challenges of
the past year-and-a-half,” said Lauren
Taube, CJLL director. “Leigh Mansberg
will add additional depth to the conversation with her perspective as a Memphis educator and leader in the Jewish
community.”
The CJLL will offer additional programs throughout Elul and the High
Holy Days to guide community members during this time of repentance and
reflection.
On August 26 at noon, Lauren Taube
will lead an in-person discussion class
that uses Jewish text and stories as a
framework to set intentions for the New
Year. Participants will also take home a
sweet treat to help usher in Rosh Hashanah.
The CJLL will also partner with
MJCC Fitness for a Yoga class taught
by Barbara Klazmer that brings the
spiritual energy from Rosh Hashanah
into Yom Kippur. The class will be on
Sunday, September 12 at 10 a.m. in the
MJCC Pavilion (rain location is the social hall).
To learn more and register for the
panel and all High Holy Day programs,
visit www.jccmemphis.org/jewishholidays. HW
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JewBelong...

(Continued From Page 1)
Belong activists in Los Angeles stood
outside a Democratic debate site holding placards with a fake quote mockingly attributed to “the alt-right”: “Two
Jews running for President? It’s like
Charlottesville never happened.”
And when it comes to Israel, JewBelong’s views are unequivocal. The organization has aligned itself with staunchly
pro-Israel Twitter personalities, including writers Noa Tishby, Eve Barlow and
Hen Mazzig, on the front lines of internet skirmishes over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and antisemitism. Echoing a
common pro-Israel talking point about
the right of Israel to defend itself, one
of JewBelong’s signs reads, “You didn’t
like it when we didn’t defend ourselves.
And you don’t like it when we do.
Doesn’t leave much wiggle room.”
Co-founder Gottesman is a prominent
pro-Israel figure who sits on the board
of Democratic Majority for Israel, a
lobbying group that pushes Democratic
lawmakers to support pro-Israel policies. In a 2018 Twitter post, she wrote,
“Gaza is full of monsters. Time to burn
the whole place.” She has since apologized for the statement.
JewBelong also awards “Partisan
Prizes,” monetary rewards to people
who post regularly about antisemitism
on social media, inspired by Jewish
partisans who resisted the Nazis during
World War II. Partisan Prize recipients
tend to be vocally pro-Israel, and many
advertise Zionism in their bios. Some
Partisan Prize recipients have asked not
to be publicly recognized by JewBelong
because they said the extra attention has
also brought them death threats.
A recent Instagram post from one
Partisan Prize winner, who has since
deleted their account, shared an image

HOT NEW LISTINGS
356 Waring ~ Upscale Update! All on one level! Totally
renovated 2434sf on .66 acre park-like lot adjacent to
estates. $534,900

364 Clove Drive ~ Pecan Grove Condo. Gated! Adjacent
to White Station High! Numerous updates and great
garden courtyard areas. $349,900

3045 Oakleigh Manor Cove ~ Germantown! 4100sf in

pristine condition. Custom built small lot property with
outstanding features. $575,000
If you would like information on any of these homes, call
or email me at 901-483-0546 or memphisrelocate.com.
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Sheldon Rosengarten,
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that repurposed a quote from the movie
“Mean Girls”: “Stop trying to make Palestine happen.”
Both Gottesman and Stuart said they
had, at some point in their adult lives,
experienced a disconnect from Judaism, apathy about their Judaism or embarrassment about being Jewish. After
Gottesman’s Methodist husband converted to Judaism, she had trouble finding Jewish events that resonated with
her, while Stuart felt uneducated about
Jewish wedding rituals while preparing
for her wedding.
“Judaism is a great product, but the
marketing sucks,” Gottesman told the
New York Jewish Week in 2020, explaining why she felt compelled to
launch JewBelong.
The organization told the Exponent
it has 150,000 followers online, but its
combined presence on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube amounts to
fewer than 43,000 followers.
Stuart said Schusterman Family
Philanthropies is a significant donor to
the JewBelong campaign, but she declined to disclose other funders. (Schusterman also provides funding to the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s parent organization, 70 Faces Media.)
Joshua Leifer, a contributing editor to
the left-wing Jewish Currents magazine,
criticized JewBelong’s campaign as
having little influence beyond assuaging
concerns of donors behind the effort.
“Having a huge billboard in Times
Square is a very good way to sell donors
that you’re making an impact without
necessarily having to prove anything
tangible,” he said.
Older American Jews may take comfort in seeing a public affirmation of Jewish identity, Leifer said, and that includes
his parents, who he said appreciated
JewBelong’s billboard when they saw
it in New York. But Stuart’s attempt to
lump antisemitism into other racial justice movements is likely to fall flat with
young American Jews, Leifer added.
“If they look at this they say, ‘well,
we’ve just been in the street maybe protesting, maybe getting tear-gassed, maybe getting beat up by police for Black
Lives Matter,’” he said. “The relationship that we’ve observed between Black
people, the state and structural discrimination and inequality has no resemblance, essentially, to what American
Jews experience.”
Some criticisms of JewBelong’s campaigns have come from observant Jews
who believe the organization’s irreverence is insulting to those who follow
Jewish tradition. “There is meaning in
[t]his religion beyond potato kugel and
shlishkes,” Hadara Zemel, a Jewish resident of New Rochelle, New York, wrote
in response to the 2020 New York Jewish Week story about the organization.
“[The billboards] serve no purpose other
than to make us a laughingstock once
again… Do [JewBelong’s founders]
even know what [they’re] proud of?”
But pro-Israel groups have given
high marks to the group’s current antisemitism awareness campaign. Roz
Rothstein, co-founder of StandWithUs,
which has sponsored national pro-Israel
advertising campaigns, praised the JewBelong initiative as a “one of many steps
that can help fight the virus of hate.”
This is the goal that JewBelong’s founders hope will resonate with supporters.
“We’re trying to be a voice out there
for a community of Jewish people [that]
doesn’t necessarily feel seen or supported,” Stuart said.
This story was originally published in
J. The Jewish News of Northern California, with additional material from
the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent. Reprinted with permission. HW
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Jared Kushner to leave politics to set up
investment business with Israel focus,
report claims

(JTA) – Jared Kushner, former President Donald Trump’s son-in-law and
onetime senior adviser, is quitting politics to focus on investment, particularly
on businesses that advance Israeli-Arab
peace, according to a report.
Kushner’s business will be called
Infinity Partners and will be based in
Miami, where Kushner and his wife,
Ivanka, now live, Reuters reported,
quoting anonymous sources. The couple
are about an hour’s drive from Trump’s
Palm Beach home.
Kushner will also open an office in
Israel that will promote business ties between Israel, India, Persian Gulf states
and North Africa.
One of Kushner’s last acts as an adviser to Trump was leading the brokering of normalization deals between

Israel and the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco.
Much of Kushner’s emphasis while
shaping his father-in-law’s Middle East
policy was on peace nurtured through
investment and economic development.
It was a winning formula with what he
dubbed the “Abraham Accords,” but
failed to bring about a breakthrough in
Israeli-Palestinian peace.
Kushner also took a leading role in
running Trump’s campaigns in 2016 and
2020 but has signaled that he is not going to be involved in a possible Trump
campaign in 2024.
Kushner is a third-generation principal in a family real estate empire founded by his grandfather, a Holocaust survivor. The company has done extensive
business in Israel. HW

Subscribe Now • Don’t Miss An Issue
Intown $36 • Out-of-State $50
THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
901.763.2215 • info@hebrewwatchman.com

HAIRSTYLING
FOR MEN & WOMEN

Lion’s Mane
—FEATURING—
• Atha Whitney • Bettie Abernathy • Greg Herbers
• Bill Frasure • Wanda Moyer
Lauren Blair-Molnar 901-273-4407

BILLIE RITTS—OWNER

1005 BROOKFIELD at POPLAR
767-6860
Just West of I-240
Memphis

Largest Selection
of Kosher Wines
See Us for New Brands
and All Styles of Kosher Wines From
Argentina, France, Australia, Chile, Italy
and Israel

CASE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

Memphis and Germantown’s Wine and Liquor Superstore
6150 Poplar Avenue at Shady Grove (in Regalia)
901.682.1333 • vikalp.patel@greatwinesmemphis.com

|

hebrewwatchman.com

Legendary Jewish stand-up comedian
Jackie Mason dies at 93

(JNS) – Jackie Mason, a former rabbi who went from Catskills comic to hit
one-man shows, passed away on July 24
in New York at the age of 93.
Mason died at 6 p.m. at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan. His death
was confirmed by longtime friend and
entertainment lawyer Raoul Felder, AP
reported.
His memory was honored by celebrities of all stripes. Jason Alexander of
“Seinfeld” fame tweeted, “I took my
folks to see Jackie Mason on Broadway
twice. I have never seen them laugh
harder. A comic from a different time
but one of the best.”
Mason was born Jacob Maza in Sheboygan, Wis., on June 9, 1928. His family moved to Manhattan when he was
5 years old. He came from a family of
rabbis.
“Not only his father but his
grandfather, great-grandfather and
great-great-grandfathers had all been
rabbis. His three older brothers became
rabbis, and his two younger sisters married rabbis,” The New York Times reported in its obituary.
“It was unheard-of to think of anything
else,” Mason once said. “But I knew, from
the time I’m 12, I had to plot to get out of
this, because this is not my calling.”
He eventually settled on comedy.
“I don’t think people who feel comfortable or happy are motivated to become comedians. You’re searching for
something and you’re willing to pay a
high price to get that attention,” he told
AP in 1987.

In-Home Caregiver
Looking for Work
Over 18 years
healthcare
experience.
Full time or
Part Time
Call 901-299-6277

Jackie Mason. Credit: Source Twitter.
Mason started his show business career working summers in the Catskill
Mountains in Upstate New York, known
as the “Borscht Belt” for its summer
resorts that catered to Jewish families
starting in the 1920s.
He began to pursue his career in earnest after his father died in 1959. In
1961, he got his first big break, an appearance on “The Steve Allen Show.”
However, disaster struck his career
in 1964 on “The Ed Sullivan Show”
when he held up his fingers to the audience in annoyance after Sullivan held
up two fingers indicating the number of
minutes he had left to wrap up his act.
Sullivan was convinced Mason was giving the audience the finger. It caused his
career to nosedive.
In the 1980s, Mason made a comeback with the help of his producer Jyll
Rosenfeld, who became his wife in
1991. She convinced him to turn his act
into a one-man show on Broadway.
“That show, ‘The World According to
Me!’ opened on Broadway in December
1986 and ran for two years. It earned
Mason a special Tony Award in 1987, as
well as an Emmy for writing when HBO
aired an abridged version in 1988,” the
Times reported.
Mason said in 1988 of his comeback,
“They see me as today’s comedian.
Thank God, I stunk for such a long time
and was invisible, so I could be discovered.”
Mason is survived by his wife, Jyll
Rosenfeld, and daughter, actress and comedian Sheba Mason. HW
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Commentary

There are still people
who want Jews dead
By Leenoy Margalit

Guidelines for Letters to the Editor: Must be typed and include the writer’s full
name, home address, email address and telephone. Anonymous letters and letters
written under pseudonyms will not be considered.

family. At the end of the long exhibit on
the Holocaust, after walking through a
reconstructed gas chamber, there was an
interactive display that asked visitors to
answer the question, “Do you think the
Holocaust could happen again today?”
I remember how confidently I answered “no” at the time. Today, that’s

5782

not my answer anymore. Today, I am
terrified.
Leenoy Margalit (she/her) is 19 years
old and lives in Southern California.
She’s still figuring out what she wants to
do with her life but loves writing more
than anything. Leenoy is a 2020-2021
Alma College Writing Fellow. HW
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tisemitism that so many Orthodox members of our community – those whose
religious garb gives away their identity
to any passerby – have been subject to.
I now recognize that because I could
“pass” as a non-Jew to a stranger, I was
avoiding the bulk of hate thrown at us.
Before this most recent slate of antisemitic attacks, the few incidents of
antisemitism I heard about, I immediately dismissed as ignorance. These
people didn’t know they were being
antisemitic; they just needed to be educated, I thought. I couldn’t accept it for
what it was: hatred. I couldn’t accept the
fact that 75 years after my grandpa escaped death at the hands of Nazis, there
were still people who wanted him dead.
There are still people who want us
dead.
This is a horrifying realization. It is
a thought that has haunted me for the
past couple weeks. The images, videos
and comments I have seen have made
me sick to my stomach. I struggle between shutting off my phone completely
and scrolling on it for hours at a time.
Neither makes me feel better, but the
more aware I become, the more scared I
become. I didn’t and I still don’t understand such a deep and undying hatred.
I’m glad I don’t understand it. But I finally see it.
Growing up in my Jewish-centric
world made it impossible for me to
comprehend that Jewish people make
up a miniscule 0.2% of the global population, but this week, I reckoned with
the fact that antisemitism is growing
and spreading and revealing itself at an
alarming rate, enabled and emboldened
by the lack of public outrage.
If I didn’t feel like a religious minority then, I do now. Now, even in
my sheltered hometown with its large
Jewish population, I still feel alone and
unsafe in my own skin. And I know all
my Jewish friends feel the same way. I
don’t know when I will feel comfortable
enough to wear my Magen David necklace again. Or my youth group sweatshirt with Hebrew letters on the back.
Right now, it just feels like displaying
an easy target.
Several years ago, I visited the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles with my
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(JTA) – Reprinted with from Alma,
May 25, 2021.
Today, I am terrified.
I feel outnumbered. I feel hopeless.
And I feel naive. Naive for not ever
imagining that in 2021, I would see videos of huge crowds in Europe heiling
Hitler and waving flags with swastikas.
A motorcade of drivers calling for the
rape of Jewish mothers and daughters. I
have seen videos of Jews being attacked
across the world, across the country, and
at a restaurant 30 minutes away from
my house. Today I am terrified in a way
that I have never been before.
Growing up in Southern California, I have been constantly surrounded
by fellow Jews my whole life. In my
hometown, they have always been my
friends, my schoolmates, and my neighbors. Jewish culture is an intrinsic and
familiar part of the landscape here, and
I have rarely not felt welcomed. I took
for granted the fact that every year my
local mall had a menorah standing next
to the Christmas tree. That even though
my school district wasn’t Jewish, we
always got major Jewish holidays off
because such a big part of the student
body observed them. My whole life, I
have lived in an area and among a community where I could comfortably and
confidently be Jewish.
It didn’t occur to me that my experience was not the norm. That my world
was insular and sheltered. It was not
an accurate microcosm of the rest of
America and the world at large, where
antisemitism remains a very real, very
significant threat.
At a young age, I learned that my
grandfather was a Holocaust survivor –
and what that meant. I knew full well
about the horrors of antisemitism in the
past. My mistake was in believing it was
constrained to the past. That I was being given a history lesson instead of a
warning. It wasn’t until a few years ago,
in the aftermath of the Tree of Life synagogue shooting, that I awakened to the
realization that antisemitism is not extinct. It wasn’t until this year, watching
the riot at the Capitol filled with people
sporting neo-Nazi insignia, that I realized antisemitism is not only still here,
it’s thriving. And it wasn’t until last
week that I realized it’s a threat to my
family, my friends and [me].
Part of my naivete was also due to the
fact that as a non-Orthodox Jew, I don’t
always wear my Jewish identity on my
sleeve. Not being visibly Jewish has
shielded me from the kind of blatant an-

|
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Boy Scout Troop 25 honors new
Eagle Scout
On June 15 Temple Israel Troop 25
presented Samuel Aaron Faber the rank
of Eagle Scout.
Sam, 19, was originally a member of
Cub Scout Pack 25, moving to the troop
when he was 11. As a scout he participated in the Northern Tier Canoe base
trip in Minnesota. He is scheduled to be
part of the Sea Base trip to the Bahamas
in 2022 with Troop 25.
Sam’s Eagle Project consisted of designing and placing a concrete pad and
connecting walkway under a pavilion
behind Plough Towers. The pavilion
was the Eagle Project of Ben Nathan
three years ago.
Sam is a 2020 graduate of White
Station High School; 46 years after his
father. He is currently starting Suspiciously Delicious Confections, LLC.
And will continue his education at the
University of Memphis.
His proud parents, Melissa and Rich-

Sam Faber with parents Richard
and Melissa
ard Faber, live in Memphis. Sam’s two
sisters, Emily and Madeline, live in
New York City. HW

Blast in Gaza Strip kills one
person, injures 10
(JNS) – An explosion in a market in
the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip on July 22
killed one person and injured 10.
The explosion in the Al-Zawiya area
caused the collapse of parts of a house
and damaged dozens of buildings and
shops, said the Palestinian interior ministry as reported by the AP. The cause of
the blast is unknown.
The Israel Defense Forces called the
explosion an “internal” matter. The
blast occurred on the third day of the

Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha.
The World Bank had estimated that
reconstruction in Gaza, following the
11-day conflict in mid-May that Hamas
instigated by launching rockets into Israel, would cost $485 million.
Defense Minister Benny Gantz said
on July 19 that while Israel wants to see
a peaceful and prosperous Gaza Strip,
the Hamas terror organization that rules
it seeks the opposite. HW
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Going Back to School: Tips on
How to Pay for It

Provided by Mike Stein, Managaing Director – Investments, Wells
Fargo Advisors
Going back to school can help you
advance in your job, re-enter the workforce, or support a second act as you
chart a completely new career. But what
are the right strategies adults should
keep in mind to help manage education
expenses?
Here are some financial tips for going
back to school as an adult:
See what your employer offers.
Many large companies offer benefits
such as tuition reimbursement through
a qualified program – up to $5,250 may
be excluded from income. But even
if the tuition above $5,250 is taxed as
income, that’s still a great strategy versus paying it yourself. Check with your
employer to see if they offer any scholarships, educational discounts, or other
resources that you could tap into.
Consider tax-deferred educational
savings plans. If you have money in a
529 plan or Coverdell Education Savings Account (ESA), it may make sense
to use those funds for you to go back to
school. Did the plan begin as a way to
fund a child’s education? The beneficiary can often be changed to a qualified
family member. Is your planned enrollment date months or years in the future?
You may be able to make contributions
to a 529 plan between now and then to
build up funds. In the case of ESAs,
however, contributions are not allowed
after the beneficiary attains age 18 and
the beneficiary has to be under age 30.
Remember tax deductions and/or
tax credits. Though not a source of direct funding, some education expenses
(if you are qualified) may be tax deductible. Also, education expenses may
qualify for either the American Opportunity or Lifetime Learning Credit. IRS
Publication 970: Tax Benefits for Edu-

cation* provides a comprehensive overview of tax benefits and tax rules related
to education.
Tap into retirement funds only if
you understand the rules. You can use
IRA savings for “qualified educational
expenses” and avoid penalties for early
withdrawal, though you’ll still owe taxes using a traditional IRA. With a Roth
IRA, you are able to access your contributions tax and penalty free. The earnings portion may be subject to tax, and
like a Traditional IRA, you may be able
to avoid the early withdrawal penalty if
used for qualified education expenses.
Likewise, it may be possible to borrow
from your 401(k) plan. You will want to
check with your plan administrator. But
tapping into retirement funds should
be among the last options you consider
because you’re spending resources you
originally invested in your future. If you
feel you have to do it, make sure you’re
using the money for qualified expenses.
*https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.
pdf
Please consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing in a 529 savings
plan. The official statement, which contains this and other information, can be
obtained by calling your financial advisor. Read it carefully before you invest.
Wells Fargo Advisors is not a tax or legal
advisor.

This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo Advisors, and provided to you by Mike Stein
– Managing Director – Investments.
Investments in securities and insurance
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.
All rights reserved. HW
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Jewish adult summer camp is back! Weekend getaway for Jews in
20s and 30s already oversubscribed.

A mud obstacle course was among the activities at a past Camp Nai Nai
Nai. The camp will hold its first in-person retreat since the pandemic on
Sept. 3-5 in Pennsylvania. 				
Credit: Yoav Magid

By Larry Luxner

(JTA) – There’ll be bubble soccer and
fire-breathing. Pool volleyball and flower pounding. Israeli dancing and rock
climbing. And there won’t be a single
Zoom screen in sight.
That’s the plan for the first in-person
retreat since the start of the pandemic
by Camp Nai Nai Nai, the Jewish adult
summer camp program that aims to give
Jews in their 20s and 30s a chance to
relive their favorite elements of Jewish
summer camp – or discover them for the
first time.
It’s all happening in the course of a
Labor Day weekend getaway in rural
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, at a lakeside retreat about an hour’s drive from
Baltimore or Washington, D.C.
Coincidentally, the Sept. 3-5 retreat is
also right before the Jewish New Year,
which this year begins on the evening of
Monday, Sept. 6.
“Rosh Hashanah is a time for renewal and new beginnings, and that’s very
much what this camp is for us, coming back post-COVID,” said Lisa Klig,
who runs the camp under the direction
of Moishe House, a Jewish nonprofit.
“It’s also considered the birthday of the
world and the anniversary of creation.
And camp is where we connect to our
most authentic selves, so it’s a beautiful time to be relaunching our summer
camp experience.”
Camp Nai Nai Nai was created in

2017 as a way for those aged 21-39 to
experience “the joy, beauty and silliness
of Jewish summer camp.” The idea was
to come up with a fun way for Jewish
adults to connect with their Jewish identity outside the more-staid environments
of a synagogue, Jewish community center or other Jewish institution.
Aimed at Jews who are post-college
yet pre-family, the program targets an
age demographic when disaffiliation
from Jewish life is highest. It also gels
with the mission of its parent organization, Moishe House, which provides experiences and co-living spaces for Jewish adults in the same age demographic.
(Being Jewish is not a requirement for
participation at Camp Nai Nai Nai.)
The camp’s retreats have been wildly
popular and oversubscribed. But when
the pandemic began, the program had to
shift to online programming. Among the
initiatives were Expedition Nai, a virtual
color war that had 800 contestants dancing on Zoom or volunteering at local
organizations for cash prizes; a matchmaking game called Expedition Love in
the Sukkah; and an arts-and-crafts competition called Expedition Maker. More
than 3,000 people participated in total.
But organizers have been aching to
get back to real-life activities.
The September event will have some
restrictions – there will be 100 participants rather than the usual 300, all

campers and staff must be vaccinated
against COVID-19, and they will have
to present proof of a negative PCR test
upon arrival. Once inside the camp bubble, there will be no social distancing
requirements.
At the camp, the host of activities
available will mostly be infused with
some kind of Jewish element.
For example, Lillian Feldman-Hill, an
educator from Columbus, Ohio, whose
specialty is “Jewish learning through
scientific exploration,” will teach
fire-breathing and demonstrate dry-ice
experiments resulting in loud bangs.
What’s the Jewish connection?
“If you compare the creation story in
the Torah to what astrophysicists have
discovered about the universe, they are
incredibly similar,” Feldman-Hill said.
“The Torah describes how the Earth became round, then went into orbit, creating day and night and making Earth
habitable for life. It’s unfathomable that
5,000 years ago, a scientifically primitive
society could even guess that – let alone
write it in a text for prosperity – without
the actual knowledge we have today.”
Tiziana Friedman, 24, will lead
“playshops” – this is camp, so there
are no workshops, only playshops – on
subjects ranging from her favorite fantasy game, Dungeons & Dragons, to
Black-Jewish relations in America.
A resident of Albuquerque, New Mexico, Friedman is a Black, queer, Jewish
woman who started out in emergency
medicine but switched to follow her
passions in the Jewish nonprofit sector.
Now she’s helping Moishe House build
its diversity, equity and inclusion strategy for Jews of color and make Camp
Nai Nai Nai more inclusive.
“So many times in synagogue I’ve
been asked if I’m lost because I don’t
look like I belong,” said Friedman, un-

derscoring the importance of diversity
work. “I’m frequently put on the spot to
justify my Jewishness, and whether my
conversion was satisfactory. This in itself is a type of micro-aggression.”
Camp Nai Nai Nai organizers say
they want to ensure everyone feels welcomed and included.
Ben Suster, 27, who works at a health
care analytics firm in suburban Boston,
is a past Camp Nai Nai Nai counselor
who’s coming back this year. He also
lived in a Moishe House in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, for over three years.
“I saw the amazing work they were
doing there, this concept of young Jewish adults putting on events for other
young adults, and thought it was brilliant,” Suster said.
“I can’t wait to return to camp. Even
as a staffer, I have the time of my life –
while making sure everyone else is having fun, too.”
Camp tuition runs about $300 per person (depending on accommodation) for
the weekend, including food, lodging
and all activities. The cost is subsidized.
The upcoming gathering sold out within
one week of opening registration, and
there’s a growing wait list.
In 2022, Moishe House is planning to
host three Camp Nai Nai Nais: on the East
Coast, West Coast and in the Midwest.
“Camp is very much a choose-yourown-adventure experience,” Klig said.
“We try to create a program that appeals
to different interests and personality
types. The whole idea is to reinvent
what Jewish summer camp was for us
as kids.”
This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership with Camp Nai Nai
Nai, the ultimate Jewish summer camp
for adults in their 20s and 30s, powered
by Moishe House. This article was produced by JTA’s native content team. HW
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JCRS starts season with new slate of officers, led by President
Michael Goldman
In the spring of 2021, Jewish Children’s Regional Service, elected a slate
of new officers, led by retired businessman and president, Michael Goldman,
of New Orleans. The agency is headquartered in New Orleans and serves
Jewish youth and families in Alabama,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas.
A resident of Louisiana since 1971,
Goldman relocated from New York to
New Orleans, to assume a management

position in business. Beginning in 1980,
the Brooklyn native and wife, Brenda,
owned and operated a Child’s World,
children’s furniture and apparel store
in Lake Charles, Louisiana, before returning to New Orleans in 2015. During
their years in Lake Charles, Michael
and Brenda became leaders of the Jewish community of Southwest Louisiana
and continue serving to this day as officers and volunteers for Temple Sinai of
Lake Charles. Over the years, the couple

also became long-time devotees to URJ
Camp Henry S. Jacobs, of Utica Mississippi, where their children attended
camp every summer.
In 2005, during Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, Michael and Brenda learned
about the services of JCRS, as they assisted their community in recovering
from the twin disasters. The couple
became re-involved with disaster relief
through JCRS in 2020, when Hurricanes
Laura and Delta revisited and devasted
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Michael Goldman
Lake Charles again. When the hurricanes returned in 2020, the Goldmans
made it their personal mission to recontact every Jewish family in Southwest
Louisiana and to encourage any family
needing relief to register with the Jewish
and public organizations that were providing assistance.
“I’m very proud to be serving JCRS in
a leadership capacity,” stated Goldman.
“Over the years, I’ve witnessed the impact that JCRS has made through all of
its programs: Camp and College Scholarship Assistance, Special Needs Support, PJ Library, Disaster Relief, Hanukkah Gifts, and other forms of Jewish and
charitable outreach. With the continued
passion and skills of our board, loyalty
and support from our donors, and dedication and professionalism of our staff,
I expect JCRS to grow and continue to
enable Jewish youth to become well-adjusted, successful, and self-supporting
Jewish adults. I am looking forward to
working with the community on many
worthwhile projects and will look to our
board, and especially to our new officers, and outgoing president, Donald
Meltzer, for support and guidance.”
Joining Michael Goldman as JCRS
officers are: Vice Presidents Amy
Gainsburgh Haspel, Alan Krilov, Rose
Sher and Henry Weber; Treasurer Kathy
Shepard and Secretary Carrie Pailet.
To learn more about JCRS, visit jcrs.
org, or call the office at 504.828.6334 or
800.729.5277. HW
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Rush Rocker Geddy Lee’s Jewish mom, a Holocaust Survivor, was
his biggest fan

Geddy Lee			

By Jacqueline Roderick

Credit: Gilbert Carrasquillo/Getty Images

(JTA) – This article originally appeared in Kveller.
Our deepest condolences go out to
Rush lead singer and legendary bassist
Geddy Lee, whose Jewish mom, Mary
Weinrib, passed away on July 2, 2021.
Weinrib, who was set to turn 96 on July
16, was not only a massive supporter of
her son’s music career but she was also
a Holocaust survivor.
In a moving tribute on Instagram, Lee
shared a brief synopsis of his mother’s
incredible life – including how she survived Auschwitz and loved to cook for
family on the Jewish holidays – as well
as a lovely snapshot of the pair outside
together on a sunny day.

According to her obituary, Weinrib
was born Manya (Malka) Rubinstein in
Warsaw in 1925 and grew up in a nearby Jewish shtetl. Once Germany occupied her home country in 1939, she was
eventually sent to a labor camp in Starachowice, and then later, Auschwitz.
It was there she met Morris Weinrib,
her future husband, whom she reunited with after being liberated from Bergen-Belsen in 1945. In 1946, the couple
emigrated to Canada, where they started
their new life.
When Weinrib’s husband (and Lee’s
father) died suddenly in 1965, she was
tasked with raising three young children
all by herself. Weinrib eventually took

over Times Square Discount, the store
her husband owned and managed outside Toronto. Weinrib worked there until she retired – but not without actively
(and fervently) supporting her rockstar
son.
In the recent Paramount+ series
“From Cradle to Stage” – an incredibly moving show led by fellow rockstar
Dave Grohl, about musicians and the
impact their moms had on their lives
– Lee describes what an inspiration his
mother was to him while growing up:
“I saw how hard my mother worked to
keep my family together.”
In an clip of the episode – the final
episode of the season – Lee shares what
it was like growing up the child of Holocaust survivors. Virginia Hanlon Grohl
(that’s right, Dave Grohl’s mom!) then
asks Weinrib if she ever expected any
of the fame that Lee and Rush achieved
over the past 50 years. Weinrib responds, “Are you kidding? No! No.”
Touchingly, Weinrib promoted her
son as best as possible in his early days
in Rush. As stated in her obituary: “Mary
was an early supporter and a fixture at
Rush concerts. When the first Rush album was released, Mary plastered the
windows of her store with Rush posters
and gave albums away to any kids who
wanted them but didn’t have the money
to buy them.” What a mensch!
As for Lee, he was born Gary Lee
Weinrib in 1953 in Toronto. According
to JWeekly, Geddy became his stage
(and later, legal) name as an homage
to his mother: her strong accent made

“Gary” sound like “Geddy,” and the
name stuck. Lee was raised Jewish and
even had a bar mitzvah – just years before he dropped out of high school to
focus on making music. (Every Jewish
parent’s nightmare, perhaps? But in
this case, it really worked out!) Rush
first formed in 1968, with Lee playing
bass and singing lead vocals. In 1974,
the power trio – which included Alex
Lifeson and Neil Peart – debuted their
first, self-titled album and, well, the rest
is rock n’ roll history.
In a recent interview with The Globe
and Mail, Lee shared an anecdote about
seeing his mother up front and center
while at a show. As a Yiddish-speaking
suburban mother of three sitting in the
front row, she was, as he says, “hard not to
notice.” At one point, upon being passed a
marijuana joint, she politely gave it to her
daughter assuming it was for her.
“Cherishing her family above all,” is
how Weinrib is described in her obituary. “Preparing family meals at Rosh
Hashanah and Passover was a largescale labor of love,” it notes, adding:
“After full days running the store,
Mary would cook and bake over several nights, making everybody’s favorite
dishes and desserts.”
Weinrib was truly an incredible Jewish mom who faced the odds and persevered in the face of hardship and
persecution. As a part of her legacy,
the family has directed donations to the
Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for
Holocaust Studies. May her memory be
a blessing. HW

United Church of Christ accuses Israel of using ‘imperialistic theology’ against Palestinians
pect an American Christian church to be
more guarded in its judgments.”
“Where in this resolution for a ‘just
peace’ is there any mention of Israel’s
relentless pursuit of peace for 73 years?”
asked Marans.
The United Church of Christ is a
mainline Protestant Christian denomination based in the United States with

The logo, United Church of Christ’s 2021 General Synod.
				
Credit: United Church of Christ/Facebook
(JNS) – The leadership of the United
Church of Christ (UCC) adopted a resolution at its General Synod slamming
Israel, accusing it of using “imperialistic
theology” as justification of its policies
towards the Palestinians.
The 3,500-word document, adopted
by a vote of 462-78, titled “Declaration
for a Just Peace between Palestine and
Israel,” pronounces “Israel’s continued
oppression of the Palestinian people
a sin, incompatible with the Gospel”
and that it “rejects a future imposed by
military power, illegal occupation and
dispossession, or unilateral annexation
of land and the use of an imperialistic
theology as justification.”
The UCC further urges member
churches and associations to adopt the
resolution to guide their advocacy with
the U.S. government.
The American Jewish Committee
(AJC) panned the resolution, saying it
“demonizes Israel, fails to offer a credible path to Israeli-Palestinian peace and
undermines advances in Christian-Jewish relations.”
The group added that it also “ignores
inconvenient truths in the history and
context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; innumerable peace proposals and
initiatives rejected by Palestinians with

violence and ongoing security threats to
Israel.”
Rabbi Noam Marans, AJC’s director
of interreligious and intergroup relations, said that the resolution comes at a
precarious time.
“At a time when Jews are being physically attacked worldwide for their solidarity with Israel, suffering violence that
clearly crosses the line from criticism of
Israeli policies into blatant anti-Semitism,” he said, “one could rightfully ex-

some 4,852 churches and 802,356 members. In 2015, its General Synod overwhelmingly approved a resolution calling for the divestment of companies that
profit from Israel’s “occupation.”
The resolution targeting Israel was
the only one out of 11 considered by the
UCC General Synod that dealt with international conflicts. HW
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Give a bar mitzvah and they’ll come
Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

They tell the story of Jacob Zigowski and his son, Adam, who returned to
their Polish village in early 1946 – the
only survivors of a family of mama and
papa and six children. In fact, the only
Jews of Riegle still alive.
One day, as Adam and his father sat
over a supper of cheese, boiled cabbage
and dark bread, the boy uncharacteristically began the suppertime conversation.
“In six months, on June 14th, I’ll be
13. Should we not start my Bar Mitzvah training. Shouldn’t we hire the tutor, Shimon Mendel from Warsaw – if
he’s still alive – to come and teach me to
chant the Torah and Haftorah?”
His father laid down his knife and
fork. His jaws ceased their chewing. He
smiled at his son, but only to gain time
to order his thoughts – shocked by the
idea of a Bar Mitzvah. A Bar Mitzvah,
he thought? A Bar Mitzvah here in this
lawless land; in this godless time where
the Supreme Judge, himself, had apparently broken his vows with his people
Israel? A 24-hour repetition of the Kaddish would be more appropriate, followed by a funeral march around the

town square. That would make sense,
thought Jacob. But a Bar Mitzvah celebration? A tribute to the forgotten covenant? How stupid.
To the boy, he said, “Adam, I think
the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
has forgotten us. Eat your cheese.”
“Maybe he needs reminding,” softly
suggested the boy.
Over the following two weeks his
persistence continued. Jacob had never
heard such eloquence and passion from
this child who had lost most of his childhood to the war. So, finally he agreed.
Yes, they’d bring Shimon, or some substitute if Shimon had fed the Nazi appetite for Jewish flesh. Yes, he’d come
twice a week and Adam, like whole
tribes of boys before him, would recite
prayers of praise to G-d for illuminating us with the light of Torah. And he
would read the dusty, tattered village
Torah Scroll. It had survived the war in
a peasant’s barn, a far-sighted peasant
who knew the postwar Jews would pay
well for it, if any of them remained.
Only a few weeks before the event did
it occur to the Zigowski family – father
and son – that theirs might be the first
Bar Mitzvah without spectators. Except
for one, of course, who would stare
down in astonishment at a Bar Mitzvah
without spectators. “If G-d lived here,
our remaining Polish Jews would throw
stones at his house,” Jacob often said
during those months. “That is assuming that any Jewish stone throwers survived,” he usually added. Besides Adam

and Jacob, the few remaining survivors
in the district had scurried as far as possible from the fields and towns of sorrowful memories.
“So, who’s going to come?” said the
papa to the Bar Mitzvah boy. “Ghosts?
Well, at least we’ll save a bundle on the
kiddush. How much herring and cheese
can they eat?”
“If we do it, they’ll come. There’s the
Abramowitz family in Posen, they’ll
come. And Dahlia here in our own town,
she’s got a Jewish grandmother.”
“Great, we’ll fill six seats in a 500-seat
sanctuary. There’ll be a bigger crowd
watching the ice melt on the river.”
“You forgot someone, Father,” added
the boy.
“Yeah, OK, he’ll, maybe, be there,
too,” replied Jacob. “Maybe the reading
of His Book will remind him of his obligations to us.”
The Bar Mitzvah day dawned as fresh
as the first day of creation. It was Spring
and the cornflowers in the meadows of
Riegle celebrated with vivid blues and
purples and pinks. The Bar Mitzvah
boy, his father, and the tutor walked
the few blocks from their house to the
old wooden synagogue, unfrequented
for years. Jacob took the key from his
jacket pocket. It turned easily in its lock.
With a loud click, the weathered door
swung open.
As they stepped in, a hum – a buzz –
of expectation flooded over them. The
pews were full. Not one empty seat. It
was a crowd befitting a Bar Mitzvah
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of long ago, not the Bar Mitzvah of the
only Jewish boy in Riegle in June of
1946.
The chandelier in the old shul blazed
with an uncanny brilliance that could
have lit the world in its blackest midnight. Down the center aisle, their
cheeks shining with tears, walked Adam
and his father. They waved exuberantly.
They threw kisses. The G-d of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob and the former Jewish
community of Riegl, glowing with anticipation, awaited the Bar Mitzvah of
Adam Zigowski.
The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scribbler on the roof, has appeared in newspapers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW
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Insights From Israel
Finally, an active Foreign Ministry
By Howard Weisband

In a recent op ed in the Jerusalem Post,
political scientist Ehud Eiran, Haifa and
Stanford Universities, describes various
global trends that “underscore the strategic need for a strong Foreign Ministry.” Listing a number of those recent
international and regional diplomatic
realities, Eiran points to the situation in
Israel: “But despite the distinct strategic need, the Foreign Ministry has been
battered in recent decades, with many of
its responsibilities parcelled out to other
ministries and its budget slashed.”
Under former Prime Minister Netanyahu, a long running governmental philosophy of centralization was at
work. There were important diplomatic
achievements – in U.S. Israel relations,
with Russia in the Middle East sphere,
within the African continent, a regional
alliance with Greece and Cyprus, and
of course most recently the Abraham
Accords with the Gulf states. However,
in all cases these advances were accomplished with Bibi’s direct, often singular
initiation, even while holding the portfolio of Foreign Minister himself.
Eiran however points to a significant
positive reversal: “The guidelines of the
new (Bennett – Lapid) government signal a significant change in this regard,
with a commitment to bolster the Foreign Ministry’s standing as an integrator
of Israeli foreign relations, as does Bennett’s announced closing of the Strategic Affairs Ministry, which had been
handed some traditional Foreign Ministry tasks in recent years.”
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid is philosophically and practically prepared to

lead the Ministry back to prominence
and its strategic role in Israel and within the international arena. In six short
weeks, Lapid, with the backing of Prime
Minister Bennett, has been Israel’s most
active Minister. Important ambassador
level appointments, both professional
and political, were confirmed and put
into place, signalling a return to an active and stronger diplomatic corps.
Lapid himself has met with his counterpart in Jordan, where they put new
agreements in place regarding trade
and water cooperation. He travelled to
the UAE for Israel’s first official Government visit, held various talks, and
opened Israel’s Embassy in Abu Dhabi. In Brussels, he met with European
officials and addressed the European
Foreign Affairs Council, the first such
visit of an Israeli Foreign Minister in a
decade. He candidly addressed Israel’s
security situation, Middle East achievements, and prospects for a peace agreement with the Palestinians. In Israel, he
met with Canadian Foreign Minister
Marc Garneau at the Foreign Ministry
in Jerusalem.
Earlier in his term, Lapid and his
team met with U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and his aides in Rome.
As reported in the Jerusalem Post, they
discussed a number of issues revolving
around the historic U.S. – Israel allied
and bi-partisan relationship. Perhaps
most importantly in that meeting, Foreign Minister Lapid spoke honestly and
directly regarding Israel’s existential
concerns toward Iranian stated and obvious intentions: “Israel has some serious

reservations about the Iran nuclear deal
being put together in Vienna. We believe
the way to discuss those disagreements
is through direct and professional conversations, not in press conferences. Jerusalem and Washington share the same
goals, and disagreements between them
are about how to achieve them.”
To further emphasize, such a statement is a philosophical and practical sea
change in both diplomatic wisdom and
in an Israeli Government’s negotiating
approach. It clearly seems to have the
backing as well of Prime Minister Naftali Bennet, Lapid’s partner.
Constructive diplomacy, because of
its international context, generally takes
more time than other normal governmental functions. To be sure, Israel’s
new Government with its complex coalition needs time to solidify its governing power. Certain important bills must
be approved by the Knesset, especially a
new state budget, which will see its first
readings in the coming days and weeks.
Should the Government of Bennet
and Lapid pass these unifying tests, then
the new strategic course of the Foreign
Ministry will advance with it.
Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive Director (1975-77) and Executive Director (1977-84) of the Memphis Jewish Federation. Following Aliyah with his family in 1986, he served as
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency
for Israel through 1997, and then in
other senior professional positions in
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweisband@gmail.com. HW

Iran opens
first oil
terminal
in Gulf of
Oman,
avoiding
Strait of
Hormuz
(JNS) –Iran opened its first oil terminal
in the Gulf of Oman, avoiding the Strait
of Hormuz – a flashpoint for tensions with
the United States, Israel and other countries – Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
announced in a speech on July 15.
“This is a strategic move and an important step for Iran. It will secure the
continuation of our oil exports. This new
crude export terminal shows the failure
of Washington’s sanctions on Iran,” said
Rouhani, as reported by Reuters.
He said Iran sought to export 1 million barrels of oil per day from the port
of Bandar-e Jask in the Gulf of Oman.
Around one-fifth of the world’s oil passes through the Strait of Hormuz, according to the report.
For the past few months, the United
States and several European Union nations are holding indirect talks in Vienna
with Iran on reviving the 2015 nuclear
deal in return for removing economic
and other sanctions placed on the Islamic regime. HW
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Strawberry daiquiri? Pumpkin spice? We tried these
American hummus flavors so you don’t have to.

Credit: Ella Olsson/Wikimedia Commons

By Shannon Sarna

(JTA) – This article first appeared on
The Nosher.
Hummus, a Middle Eastern chickpea
and tahini dip, has been adopted and
Americanized in every possible way
in recent years. Americans haven’t just
embraced hummus, they have found truly appalling ways to make it their own.
Here are the most horrifying flavors we
could find.
Snickerdoodle Hummus
Snickerdoodle cookies are delicious,
with their chewy texture and cinnamon
sugar flavor. But in hummus form like this

variety from Delighted By? Hard pass.
Cake Batter Hummus
Birthday cake is one of the world’s
most perfect foods. It does not belong
packaged in a tub as hummus, which
is one of many sweet varieties offered
from Tribe hummus brand.
Everything Bagel Hummus
Like the hummus craze itself, everything bagel seasoning is everywhere,
including in this hummus from Boar’s
Head. And while the savory everything
bagel flavor may lend itself more naturally to hummus than sweeter takes, not
everything needs to taste like an every-

thing bagel (though I have heard some
rave reviews about this flavor).
Chocolate Mint Hummus
If chocolate hummus wasn’t bad
enough, now there is chocolate mint
hummus, also from Boar’s Head. It’s
like if chickpeas, chocolate and a tube
of toothpaste all got mashed up together
– but not in a good way.
Mango Hummus
I just don’t think fruit and hummus go
together. There, I said it.
Red Velvet Hummus
Red velvet cake is a Southern staple
in the United States. It’s rich, subtly
chocolatey and imparts a little tang. It
pairs perfectly with cream cheese frosting but does not work with chickpeas.
Strawberry Daiquiri Hummus
Aldi not only sells strawberry daiquiri-flavored hummus but two other cocktail-inspired hummus flavors, including
mudslide and piña colada. Personally,
I’ll still take my cocktails on ice with a
tiny umbrella, not in chickpea dip form.
Hmmm, now I am craving a cocktail.
Pumpkin Spice Hummus
Americans sure love turning anything
they can into pumpkin pie or spice-flavored foods, and hummus may be a step
too far. Let’s keep pumpkin spice where
it belongs: in my Starbucks latte, of
course. HW
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Monte Burt Wener
Monte Burt Wener passed away, Saturday, July 24, 2021, at the age of 86.
He is survived by his wife of 64 years,
Ida Leigh Wener; his daughters, Cynthia
Brown, Sharon Wener Fielder (Tim)
and Sharon Butler; granddaughter Magen Fielder Hall (Justin), sisters Cheri
Rubenstein (Marc) and Barbara Epstein;
and his brother, Eddie Wener. He was
the son of Harry and Mayme Wener.
The family held a private service. Donations may be made to the Tennessee
Golf Association at tngolf.org or to the
charity of the donor’s choice. HW

Antisemitic mural appears after Dutch soccer star signs with ‘Jewish’ team Ajax
The mural was removed a few hours
after it was put up, and the antisemitic
act was condemned by both teams and
by local authorities.
The Israeli Information and Documentation Center, or CIDI, an organi-

Steven Berghuis of the Netherlands during the UEFA Euro 2020
Championship Group C match between North Macedonia National Team
and Netherlands National Team at Johan Cruijff Arena in in Amsterdam,
Netherlands on June 21, 2021. Credit: Marcel ter Bals/BSR Agency/Getty
Images
By Asaf Shalev
with a yellow Jewish star of the kind
Nazis forced Jews to wear.
(JTA) – After a Dutch soccer star left
Ajax’s fanbase has had a high perhis team to sign with its rival Ajax, a
centage
of Jews for decades, and fans
team with many fans that affectionately
often
fly
Israeli flags at matches. Fans of
call themselves “Jews,” he was drawn
opposing
teams have sometimes chantinto an antisemitic mural in Rotterdam.
ed
antisemitic
and otherwise offensive
The mural, which appeared after
slogans
at
Ajax
players and supporters.
29-year-old soccer player Steven BerBerghuis,
who
also plays for the
ghuis signed with Ajax last Monday,
Dutch
national
team,
left Feyenoord to
contained the text “Jews always run
join
Ajax.
The
two
clubs
are two of the
away” and included a portrait of Bercountry’s
most
storied
franchises,
and
ghuis with an enlarged nose, a kippah
bitter
rivals.
and a concentration camp prison shirt
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zation combating antisemitism in the
Netherlands said that it had filed a police
complaint. There was a “good chance”
the culprit would be caught thanks to
nearby closed-circuit cameras, CIDI
said, according to The Algemeiner. HW
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A teenage Jewish superhero is coming this fall

Willow Zimmerman, aka Whistle, will make her DC Comics debut in September 2021
By Emily Burack

Other Jewish DC comic book characters include Batwoman (Kate Kane) and
Harley Quinn; Willow feels like a fresh
– and necessary – addition to the canon.
Here’s Willow and Lebowitz. Fun
fact: when Willow gets powers, so does
Lebowitz, and they become a duo.
“Whistle is a hero like me. Like you,
maybe. She’s an ordinary person who sees
what’s wrong in her city and feels powerless to right it – until she isn’t,” said author
E. Lockhart. “Whistle is a social activist,
a secular Jewish person, and a teenage girl
working to support her mother through
sickness – all elements I haven’t seen so
much in superhero comics. The story explores the dark, ethically compromised
side of a superhero’s life as well as the empowerment. There’s the thrill of corrup-

(JTA) – This article first appeared on
Alma.
Close your eyes. Picture a 16-year-old
superhero with curly hair, a big attitude,
a love for Rueben sandwiches, and a
dog named after Fran Lebowitz. Sounds
incredible, right? Well, she’s real, and
her name is Willow Zimmerman, aka
Whistle, and she’s making her debut this
fall in “Whistle: A New Gotham Hero,”
a young adult comic/graphic novel from
DC Comics.
Willow is DC Comics’ first Jewish
superhero in over 40 years, and she’s
a Jewish teenage activist who talks too
much. (Deeply relatable!) Her sidekick
is Leibowitz, a Great Dane, and she uses
the power of the other dogs in Gotham.

|
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tion and the lure of riches on the one hand,
versus an activist’s belief in the rights of
her community members on the other.”
Here’s a panel of Willow in a synagogue, struggling with her job working
for a wealthy ex-friend of her mother’s,
E. Nigma. She thinks about Proverbs
24:16, “A righteous person falls seven
times and still gets back up.”
“Whistle” is full of moving references
to Jewishness as Willow goes up against
iconic Batman villains like Poison Ivy
and the Riddler.
“In order to make Gotham my own, I
invented a neighborhood called Down
River. It’s a formerly all-Jewish neighborhood like New York City’s Lower East
Side, now home to a wide range of people, but still holding onto a lot of its Jewish history and culture. Shelsky’s Bagels
of Gotham. Rosen Brothers’ Delicatessen.
Stuff like that,” Lockhart explains.
We can’t wait. HW
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