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On Tuesday, November 16, 2021, at 
7 p.m., Katie Couric will take the stage 
at the Duncan-Williams Performance 
Hall at the Germantown Performing 
Arts Center (GPAC) for a Temple Israel 
fundraiser and a night to remember. Ka-
tie will discuss her new memoir, “Going 
There,” which will be released on Octo-
ber 26, 2021. She will bring attendees 

into her personal and professional life, 
sharing the emotional, riveting story 
of a thoroughly modern woman whose 
journey took her from humble origins to 
superstardom.

Her place in history as a pop culture 
and journalistic icon is bolstered by 
her far-reaching impact and advocacy 
work. Katie Couric is an award-winning 
journalist, New York Times best-selling 
author, and a co-founder of Stand Up 
To Cancer (SU2C). Since its launch in 
2008, SU2C has raised more than $600 
million to support cutting-edge collab-
orative science, and its research has 
contributed to nine new FDA-approved 
therapies. More recently, she founded 
Katie Couric Media (KCM), which has 
produced several media projects includ-
ing a daily newsletter, a podcast, a digital 
video series and several documentaries. 
Also, she was the first woman to solo 
anchor a network evening newscast, 
serving as anchor and managing editor 
of the CBS Evening News from 2006 to 
2011, following 15 years as co-anchor 
of NBC’s Today. In 2021, Katie became 
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Temple Israel presents A Conversation with Katie Couric

Katie Couric

the first woman in history to guest host 
Jeopardy!, the long-running game show.

“It’s a great honor for Temple Israel 
to bring Katie Couric to Memphis and 
to the state-of-the-art Germantown Per-
forming Arts Center,” said Tara Engel-
berg and Betsy Saslawsky, co-chairs 
of the event. “We know that it will be 
a unique and entertaining night not 
only for our members but also for the 
entire community. Attending this event 
is a wonderful way to support so many 
meaningful and important programs at 
Temple Israel, and we very much appre-
ciate that support.”

Tickets to this Temple Israel fund-
raiser are $150/person on the Main 
Floor and $125/person on the Balcony. 
A copy of Katie Couric’s new memoir, 
“Going There,” is included in the tick-
et cost. Purchase tickets at timemphis.
org/2021gala.

Proof of full COVID-19 vaccination 
and ID or a negative PCR test taken 
within 72 hours of the event and ID are 
required to attend. All attendees must 
wear masks inside of GPAC.

Baron Hirsch Youth Department off to a flying start

Thank you to the evening’s Title 
Sponsor: Highland Capital Manage-
ment, LLC, and to our Major Sponsors 
(as of October 15, 2021): Margo & 
Mark Fogelman, Laurie & Jeff Meskin, 
Comfort Keepers, Robin & Billy Orgel, 
The Scheidt Family, Truist, Bluff City 
Fence Company, Kim & Rick Fogel-
man, King Furs & Fine Jewelry, Mister 
Tree, MyEyeDr., Erin Ostrow, Road-
show BMW, Debra & Alex Saharovich, 
Betsy & Andy Saslawsky, Spark Print-
ing, and Temperature, Inc. Thank you to 
the Event co-chairs, Tara Engelberg and 
Betsy Saslawsky.

Your ticket purchase directly supports 
Temple Israel’s educational, commu-
nity, religious, and spiritual programs. 
Temple Israel is a sanctuary for prayer 
and inspiration, a vibrant center for 
Jewish learning, and a congregational 
home for living Torah. Temple Israel is 
a source of strength and a force for good 
for Reform Jews, the greater communi-
ty, and the world.

For more information, visit timemphis.
org/2021gala or call 901.761.3130. HW

With the High Holiday season over, 
Baron Hirsch has rebooted its regular 
programming for the year. The Baron 
Hirsch Youth Department, under new 
leadership with Eitan and Dina Selter, 
is brimming with ideas, activities and 
adventures to engage youth throughout 
the community.

“It’s been non-stop” both Eitan and 
Dina agreed with a smile. “Landing here 
in Memphis from Israel, we had tons 
of interactive events planned to reflect 
the holiday season, but the unexpected 
lockdown forced us into high gear! We 
needed to be creative and resourceful to 
reinvent our programs, meet and greet 
the kids and their families, and engage 
in fun activities while adhering to the 

Covid restrictions during Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur.”

With kids allowed back at the shul 
over Sukkot, programming accelerat-
ed. The Sukkah Decorating Party was 
a huge success. Each child was giv-
en the choice of recreating one of the 
many colorful crafts prepared by Dina 
or creating their own design. The Fam-
ily Carnival over the holiday also at-
tracted a large crowd, especially to the 
“make your own sukkah” table where 
kids (and adults) were able to create 
their own sukkah models out of gra-
ham crackers, fluff pretzels and choc-
olates. Teenagers got their own special 
day paintballing at Shelby farms. They 
even got some strategic pointers from 

former IDF soldiers who joined them 
in the fun.

The shul also hosted its first Musical 
Hallel event, which was led by Eitan 
with his guitar. “The event was such a 
great success over Sukkot” Eitan said, 
“The singing and musical accompani-
ment by some of the participants really 
breathed new life into the Sunday morn-
ing davening.”

Baron Hirsh encourages all to attend 
and invites the addition of many more 
instrumentalists at their next musical 
Hallel over Hanukkah on December 5.

Every Shabbat, while adults are at 
tefilla, one can walk the newly reno-
vated halls of Baron Hirsch and see the 
future in the making. Toddlers jump-
ing in their brand-new space, sharing 
‘Tot Shabbat’ with their parents. A few 
doors down, a great team of group lead-
ers is running programming for 1st- 6th 
grade incorporating davening, parsha 
trivia, educational games and a raffle. 
And with the great weather these past 
few weeks, the groups have been able 
to get outdoors to enjoy the synagogue 
playground.

The energy continues with the teen 
community as they come together every 
Shabbat morning and run their very own 
Minyan. There, one can feel only pride 
to watch the talent and commitment dis-
played as the entire service, including 
davening and leining led by our teens.

Over the next few weeks, the Youth 
Department is planning to expand with 
afternoon programming for grades 3rd 

– 8th as well as adding weekly events 
for the various age groups. Some events 
in the works are star gazing for teens, 
a paint night for middle school girls, 
mock-Shabbat for toddlers and a Titans 
watch party.

Dina is also in the midst of organiz-
ing a bat mitzvah program for girls in 
conjunction with the Matan institute 
in Israel. Each one of the 10 sessions 
will include a shared learning experi-
ence for mothers and daughters, based 
on sources, creative activities (drama, 
movement, art…) and a group discus-
sion that connects the world of Jewish 
values to the everyday life of the girls. 
The program is a wonderful opportunity 
to build Jewish identity, while strength-
ening the bond between mother and 
daughter. Anyone interested in partici-
pating in the program should reach out 
to Dina to reserve a spot.

When asked about their goals for 
the year, Eitan said, “After almost two 
years of Covid shutting us out of shul, 
our children need to reconnect – to feel 
like there is a community waiting to 
embrace them – and there’s something 
exciting to go back to. We want every 
kid to see the Baron Hirsch communi-
ty as an extension of their own family. 
Shabbat is the perfect starting place – to 
ignite – or reignite a relationship with 
G-d, with community, and with one an-
other.”

The department is off to a great start 
and is excited to share all new events as 
they come up. HW

Youth Kickball Event

Have you sent 
in your annual 
subscription 
renewal? See page 9 
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A trip of a lifetime

Alex Agranov spent three weeks 
in Israel on a BBYO-sponsored 
Teen Israel program
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Alex Agranov, son of Dana and Seth 
Agranov, is a senior at Crosstown High 
School. Memphis Jewish Federation’s 
Lemsky Endowment Fund provided him 
with a Teen Israel Experience grant to 
help offset the costs of his BBYO Isra-
el Journey program in Israel. All rising 
high school juniors and seniors in the 
Memphis Jewish community are eligi-
ble for grants of up to $3,000 to attend 
a recognized teen summer or semester 
program in Israel. Teen Israel Experi-
ence applications for summer 2022 will 
open online on November 1, 2021.

During the summer, I was privileged 
enough to go to Israel with BBYO, 
where I was able to meet many new 
people and travel all around the country. 
Over the three weeks I was there, I can 
recall the times I wished the trip would 
never end, and I could stay in Israel for 
longer.

When I flew from Nashville to New-
ark in early July, I was not sure what to 
expect. I did not know anyone on this 
trip, and I was very nervous. Howev-
er, after a small security threat at the 
airport, and a laughable first hotel, the 
fear went away quickly, as we all had 
something to talk about, which led to 
everyone becoming friends within the 
first few days.

One of the most memorable expe-
riences within the first few days was 

By Alex Agronov

touring the old city. Not only did I get 
to try real Israeli food for the first time, 
but I also felt the most Jewish I ever 
felt. As someone who doesn’t consider 
himself a religious person, visiting the 
Western Wall was a landmark I can re-
member visiting and proudly say, “I am 
a Jew.” Later that week, our tour guide, 
Adam, encouraged us to let ourselves 
define our own Judaism. This is a lesson 
I hold closely to me, as I do not think a 
religious book should force someone to 
partake in certain actions.

After we went surfing in Haifa, the trip 
really started to go by much faster than 
I would have liked. I remember visiting 
Tel Aviv and staying at the worst hotel 
I had ever been to in my life. This was 
something everyone laughed about, and 
we could not wait to get out of there. We 
then stayed in a kibbutz outside of Eilat, 
and I remember seeing how interest-
ing it was to see what communal living 
could look like and how a community 
like that could solve problems.

The next day, we travelled to the Bed-
ouin Tents, where we spent the night 
and hiked Masada at 4 a.m. While no 
one really got any sleep at the tents, it 
was a really enjoyable experience.

There were many other trips, and 
meeting new people became something 
to look forward to. Hiking Masada was 
enjoyable, not only because of the view, 
but the story behind the civilization.

Lastly, spending the last Shabbat in 
Jerusalem was one the greatest week-
ends I have ever had in my life. Not 
only did my friends and I spend the 
most time together here, but we realized 
this was an experience none of us would 
ever forget. We ended the trip with a 
tree-planting ceremony and a group 
reflection that was full of laughter and 
tears before we had to go to the airport.

Overall, my trip to Israel is some-
thing I will never forget. I will always 
look back and cherish the greatest three 
weeks of my life with meeting peo-
ple I remain in contact with and funny 
events. I hope to one day return to Israel 
with Birthright and capture some of the 
same experiences that I did this summer. 
Thank you to Memphis Jewish Federa-
tion’s Lemsky Endowment Fund for 
helping to make my BBYO Israel Jour-
ney summer experience possible. HW

Ancient Jewish prayer book sells for 
record-breaking $8.3 million
By Yori Yalon and Hanan 
Greenwood

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – A medieval 
Jewish prayer book sold for $8.3 mil-
lion at the Sotheby’s auction house last 
Tuesday, fetching the highest price ever 
paid for a Hebrew manuscript.

Known as the Luzzatto High Holiday 
Mahzor, the rare book is named after its 
former owner, a 19th-century scholar, 
theologian, poet and book collector by 

the name of Samuel David Luzzatto. It 
originated in Germany’s Bavaria region 
in the late 13th or early 14th century. 
Over the years, the prayer book traveled 
to Italy and France.

In 1870, it was purchased by the Al-
liance Israelite Universelle, a Jewish 
cultural institution in France. Despite 
concerns that it would go to private 
hands, the institute said the move was 
necessary, citing financial debt.

Written by a scribe by the name of 
Abraham, the book includes several 
ancient versions of prayers that have 
since disappeared from Ashkenazi tra-
dition. Its lavish illustrations and em-
bellishments showcase the community’s 
wealth.

The winning bid reportedly went to 
an anonymous American buyer.

Asked by Israel Hayom why Israel’s 
National Library did not purchase the 
ancient text, a spokesperson said, “The 
National Library regularly examines ex-
isting sales in Israel and overseas and 
weighs each case individually.”

The spokesperson noted that “the 
price for acquiring the Mahzor is very 
high and would require the enlistment of 
the state and donors to assist in such an 
acquisition.”

This report first appeared in Israel 
Hayom. HW
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Cookies for Community puts learning 
into action during the Global Day of 
Jewish Learning at the MJCC

On Sunday, November 7, the Mem-
phis Jewish Community Center will 
join hundreds of communities on six 
continents for the 12th annual Global 
Day of Jewish Learning. After a year 
and a half of unprecedented change, this 
year’s theme – The Bonds Between Us 
– is more important now than ever, as 
we slowly return to previously normal 
engagements with sacred community.

In addition to learning with keynote 
speaker Dr. Ron Wolfson, the Cook-
ies for Community program will give 
participants a hands-on opportunity to 
make connections and spread joy to 
young families through the simple act of 
delivering cookies. While everyone has 
been impacted by the pandemic, parents 
have faced unique challenges in balanc-
ing the needs and safety of their children 
with their own work and commitments.

Individuals and families can register 
to help deliver more than 100 prepack-
aged, kosher cookies and personal-
ized notes of encouragement to homes 
throughout the community. The cookies 
will be available for pickup between 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. in the MJCC lobby and will 
be accompanied by a short learning ex-
perience for all ages.

“Jewish learning and action go hand-
in-hand,” said Lauren Taube, director 
for the Center of Jewish Living and 
Learning at the MJCC. “Cookies for 
Community is a unique way to bring the 
Global Day theme of sacred community 
to life, by allowing all of us to connect 
with and support one another during the 
uncertain times we continue to face.”

The program is inspired by Lasagna 
Love, a nationwide grassroots move-

ment that aims to positively impact 
communities by connecting neighbors 
with neighbors through homemade meal 
delivery.

The MJCC will host additional pro-
grams on the Global Day of Jewish 
Learning to help strengthen the bonds 
between us. Dr. Ron Wolfson, the Fing-
erhut Professor of Education at American 
Jewish University in Los Angeles, will 
be the keynote speaker at the MJCC on 
November 7 at 10 a.m. His topic, “Build-
ing Good Tents and Creating Connec-
tions in the Post-Pandemic Jewish Com-
munity,” will use Torah text to frame 
how we continue to welcome others and 
build connections in this new reality. Dr. 
Wolfson will be streamed into the social 
hall from his home in Los Angeles, and 
the in-person audience will have the op-
portunity to engage with him and with 
one another throughout the program. At 
4:30 p.m., families can come together for 
a parking lot-style JFamily picnic, filled 
with s’mores and good times.

Part of the Limmud North America 
family of programs, the Global Day of 
Jewish Learning began in 2010 as a cel-
ebration of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’ mon-
umental work of translating the Talmud. 
It is now an annual celebration bringing 
Jews across the spectrum of beliefs and 
backgrounds together through a shared 
love of learning. Rabbi Steinsaltz left 
a challenge to Jews everywhere: “To 
take a step ahead in Jewish learning and 
commitment.”

For more information and to register for 
the Global Day of Jewish Learning at the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center, visit 
www.jccmemphis.org/globalday. HW
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J Family Picnic Series offers 
something for all ages

After almost two years of being in the 
midst of a global pandemic, people are 
yearning for company and good ener-
gy. The Youth, Camp and Family Ser-
vices Department at the Memphis Jew-
ish Community Center has planned a J 
Family Picnic Series: Parking Lot Style 
to bring our community together. There 
is no better way to bring people together 
than with food, entertainment and even 
s’mores! This three-part series will in-
corporate something for everyone in the 
family.

Bring your picnic setup, favorite fam-
ily feast, and come on out to the Mem-
phis Jewish Community Center for an 
evening full of fun conversations, good 

company and even better entertainment.
The series begins with a show by 

Magic Mr. Nick on November 7, fol-
lowed by live music on January 23, and 
a family camp experience on March 20. 
All of these programs will begin at 4:30 
p.m. and will be in the back parking lot 
of the MJCC. You provide the dinner, 
and we will provide the s’mores and 
good time!

For more information or to regis-
ter please visit: www.jccmemphis.org/
youth or call the Member Services Desk 
at 901-761-0810. You can also reach Ju-
liana Kaitibi, director of Youth, Camp 
and Family Services at jharkavy@jcc-
memphis.org. HW

Temple Israel Scout Pack 25 to hold 
parent open house

On Sunday Oct. 31 from 11:15 a.m. 
to noon, there will be a meeting of all 
parents interested in Cub Scout Pack 
25.

The event will be held outside the 
Scout Building and will move indoors 
if needed due to weather. Cub Scouts 
are for boys and girls from kindergarten 
through 5th grade. Troop 25 is for boys 

11 years-17 years of age.
Enjoy some kosher coffee and donuts 

while you learn more about Temple Is-
rael’s scouting program!

For more information or to let us 
know you are coming, contact Troop 
25 committee chairman Mark Clemons, 
MD at Markpclem@aol.com or call 
901-483-6408. HW

D.C. councilmember who once spread Rothschild 
conspiracy theory is running for mayor

(JTA) – A Democratic member of 
Washington, D.C.’s city council who once 
said “the Rothschilds” control the weath-
er and has given money to the Nation of 
Islam says he is running for mayor.

Trayon White, who has served repre-
senting the city’s 8th Ward since 2016 
quietly made the announcement in the 

comments section of an Instagram post 
noticed by a reporter for the Washington 
City Paper. White confirmed to the pa-
per that he intends to run to replace cur-
rent D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who 
has not yet decided whether she will 
run for re-election in the June 21, 2022, 
Democratic primary.

In 2018, White made national head-
lines for posting a Facebook video in 
which he accused “the Rothschilds,” the 
Jewish banking family, of controlling 
the climate to make money. It was then 
reported that White had made a $500 
donation from his campaign funds to the 
Nation of Islam’s Saviour’s Day gath-
ering in Chicago, at which the organi-
zation’s leader, Louis Farrakhan, made 
several antisemitic comments.

White apologized for his Rothschilds 
comment and subsequently sat down 
with local Jewish leaders to discuss an-
tisemitism. He also visited the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum at the invitation 
of the local Jewish Community Relations 
Council but left the museum midway 
through his tour – a move that upset the 
council and several D.C.-area rabbis.

White has a colorful history as a poli-
tician: He has also appeared to disparage 
vaccines on social media and has asked 
Bowser to declare a state of emergency 
in his ward to address the area’s disturb-
ingly high homicide rate. Ward 8, in the 
District’s majority-Black Southeast, has 
long struggled with chronic poverty and 
high rates of gun violence.

If White follows through on his may-
oral campaign, he would go up against 
another White: D.C. At-Large Coun-
cilmember Robert White Jr. (no rela-
tion), who formally announced his can-
didacy on the same day. The Whites are 
the only major declared candidates for 
mayor so far. HW

By Andrew Lapin

Trayon White/Credit: Michael S. 
Williamson/The Washington Post 
via Getty Images
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SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Point • Counterpoint:

Progressive climate activists cause outrage over call to ban 
‘Zionist groups’ from voting rights rally
By Dmitriy Shapiro

(JNS) – A left-wing climate activist 
group in Washington, D.C., infuriated 
the pro-Israel community last week, 
pulling itself from speaking at a rally for 
voting rights set for last weekend and 
citing the participation of three Jewish 
groups as the reason.

Sunrise DC, an affiliate of the na-
tional group the Sunrise Movement that 
aims to organize youth to protest against 
climate change, tweeted a statement last 
Wednesday stating that it has declined 
its speaking slot at last Saturday’s Free-
dom to Vote Relay - Rally at the Finish 
Line because of the inclusion of Jewish 
organizations. The statement singled out 
the Jewish Council on Public Affairs 
(JCPA), National Council of Jewish 
Women (NCJW) and the Religious Ac-
tion Center of Reform Judaism (RAC), 
which are scheduled to participate at the 
rally as these groups support Zionism 
and the State of Israel.

“Given our commitment to racial jus-
tice, self-governance and indigenous 
sovereignty, we oppose Zionism and 
any state that enforces its ideology,” the 
group wrote in a statement it published 
on Twitter.

“Israel, in its occupation of the land 
of Palestine and its people, has and con-
tinues to engage in violent oppressive 
tactics that go against the values we 
advocate for as a hub,” continued the 
statement. “As a colonial project, Israel 
routinely displaces Palestinians through 
the construction of settlements and the 
wholesale theft of homes and land. It 
also treats all Palestinians, as well as 
black and brown Jewish-Israelis, as sec-
ond-class citizens who have virtually 
no responsive representation in govern-
ment, often subjecting them to extreme 
policing and brutality. In fact, Palestin-
ians living in Gaza and the West Bank 
cannot vote in Israel, despite the fact 
that these territories are occupied and 
effectively governed by the state. We 
stand with the people of Palestine and 
not with those who defend Israeli vio-
lence against them. We also believe that 
the fight for statehood and sovereignty 
are incompatible with Zionism and the 
political erasure of Palestinians that the 
ideology calls for.”

The rally was held in support of the 
Freedom to Vote Act, the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement Act and 
D.C. statehood by the Declaration for 
American Democracy Coalition, with 
some participants walking or biking 
from West Virginia to the rally location 
at the north end of the U.S. Capitol.

In its statement, Sunrise DC called for 
Declaration for American Democracy 
to consider removing the three Jewish 

groups from its member list, as it be-
lieves “Zionism is incompatible with 
statehood and political sovereignty.”

The statement was quickly derided by 
Jewish groups – most that are political-
ly left-wing – and Sunrise DC has since 
changed its Twitter account to private.

Two Jewish organizations that are 
part of the coalition were not men-
tioned by the organization: Americans 
for Peace Now and the Workers Circle, 
which both support a two-state solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as do 
the groups mentioned by Sunrise DC.

“Wow. This is immensely wrong,” 
tweeted Americans for Peace Now CEO 
Hadar Susskind in response to Sunrise 
DC’s tweet.

“Sunrise Movement DC is refusing 
participation in a voting rights rally 
because of the presence of ‘Zionist or-
ganizations.’ This is the vilification of 
Jewish nationhood and a litmus test for 
all who support it. This is anti-Semitic 
– plain and simple,” tweeted Anti-Def-
amation League national director and 
CEO Jonathan Greenblatt. “The [RAC, 
NCJW and the JCPA] all provide in-
valuable services and support to the 
Jewish community, and vilifying them 
is nothing short of disgraceful. ADL 
fully supports these organizations and is 
thankful to have them as an ally in the 
fight against hate.”

‘Hampers our ability to advocate 
for justice’

Matt Nosanchuk, president and 
co-founder of the New York Jewish 
Agenda – a progressive, liberal Zionist 
Jewish organization – and former White 
House Jewish liaison during the Obama 
administration, told JNS in a phone 
interview last Thursday that he found 
Sunrise DC’s statement disturbing and 
counterproductive.

“That statement is the circular firing 
squad the right wants. What they want 
are organizations aligned around social 
and environmental justice to be feuding 
about other things. And so when a state-
ment like this is put out, it just under-
scores what happens when progressive 
groups are fighting each other instead of 
the underlying injustices that they care 
about,” he said.

“We’ve become our own biggest en-
emy, and we think that excluding part-
ners from this rally or event – any type 
of effort – many of their partners are 
generally committed to fighting for so-
cial justice and saving our planet,” he 
added. “I mean that only hurts us and 
hampers our ability to advocate for jus-
tice anywhere and in any form.”

While he urged Sunrise DC to recon-
sider, he felt that there was little chance 

the rally organizers are going to follow 
through with Sunrise’s suggestion to re-
move the Jewish organizations from its 
membership.

“These groups, each of them that 
are named in the Sunrise statement are 
working on important issues – NCJW is 
working on women’s issues and abor-
tion justice, and the Religious Action 
Center, which works on a whole range 
of issues and has been a leader in civ-
il-rights issues for decades and rep-
resents the Reform Movement, which is 
the largest movement in Judaism. And 
the JCPA, which is the umbrella organi-
zation for many Jewish Community Re-
lations Councils and … has been lead-
ing efforts on criminal justice reform. 
These all are important issues, and it 
really undercuts our ability to advance 
them when we’re dividing each other 
over the issue of Israel.”

Neither Sunrise DC, its umbrella orga-
nization Sunrise Movement or Declara-
tion for American Democracy have yet re-
leased any statements on the controversy.

The American Jewish Congress, in 
a statement, called Sunrise DC’s state-
ment an anti-democratic act.

“This move by the Sunrise Move-
ment, a prominent organization dedicat-
ed to combating the dangers of climate 
change, is a brazen political power move. 
By making this decision, it is attempting 
to intimidate the organizers of the Free-
dom to Vote Rally into banning these 
Jewish organizations,” the group said. 
“This is deeply dangerous, as American 
Jews have fought for civil rights, civil 
liberties, the separation of church and 
state, and multiple other positions that 
have helped to make America a more 
just society. We American Jews have an 
equal right to share our voices, just as all 
Americans do. Silencing our voices, as 
the Sunrise Movement demands, is the 
antithesis of democracy.”

The Jewish Community Relations 
Council (JCRC) of Greater Washington 
also put out a statement last Thursday, 
saying they were outraged at the situ-
ation and called the statement anti-Se-
mitic, as the Sunrise DC’s opposition to 
Zionism is “a fundamental denial of the 
Jewish self-determination.”

“We have advocated for stronger state 
voter access laws and fought anti-dem-
ocratic efforts to disenfranchise margin-
alized voters. At the same time, we have 
proudly advocated for the safety and se-
curity of the State of Israel, and for the 
advancement of a two-state solution that 
would allow both Israelis and Palestin-
ians to live peacefully alongside one an-
other,” said the statement. “Rather than 
being contradictory, these struggles are 
aligned in their commitment to dignity, 
freedom and respect for all people.

“It is regrettable that Sunrise DC has 
injected division, acrimony and hatred 
into a powerful movement that is unit-
ing Americans from all backgrounds 
and walks of life to defend our democ-
racy, including over 60 American Jew-
ish organizations,” it continued. “We 
condemn Sunrise DC’s suggestion that 
American Jews who support the right of 
the State of Israel to exist and flourish 
be excluded from the civic movements 
that embody our Jewish values, and 
that we have led and participated in for 
so long. We must not allow gratuitous, 
hateful grandstanding to fracture this 
critical national coalition at such a piv-
otal moment for our nation.” HW

Sunrise 
movement: 
DC chapter’s 
singling out of 
Jewish groups is 
‘antisemitic and 
unacceptable’
By Ron Kampeas

(See Sunrise Page 5)

(JTA) – The national Sunrise Move-
ment, an environmental advocacy 
group, said that a statement by its Wash-
ington D.C. chapter was “unacceptable 
and antisemitic” because it called for 
disassociating from progressive Jewish 
organizations for their Israel policies.

“To be clear, Sunrise DC’s statement 
and actions are not in line with our val-
ues,” the Sunrise Movement said last 
Friday on Twitter. “Singling out Jewish 
organizations for removal from a co-
alition, despite others holding similar 
views, is antisemitic and unacceptable.”

Sunrise DC this week called for the 
removal of three progressive Jewish 
groups from a voting rights coalition: 
the National Council of Jewish Wom-
en (NCJW), the Reform movement’s 
Religious Action Center (RAC) and the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs. The 
affiliate cited their Israel ties and poli-
cies, even though several non-Jewish 
groups in the coalition shared many of 
their stances toward Israel.

That brought condemnations from 
Jewish organizations, as well as calls 
on the national Sunrise movement to 
distance itself from its Washington D.C. 
chapter.

Sunrise DC appeared ready to change 
its tune. After making its Twitter feed 
private for two days, it reopened the 
feed last Friday afternoon with a more 
introspective tone. “We’ve been taking 
time to reflect, learn, and think carefully 
on what has transpired since we released 
our statement,” Sunrise DC said in a 
tweet. “We have been in conversation 
with our membership and local commu-
nity and will be commenting further in 
the near future.”

A number of commentators noted that 
other groups in the voting rights coali-
tion, the Declaration for American De-
mocracy, shared the Israel-related views 
of the three Jewish groups Sunrise DC 
had named, including a commitment to 
a two-state solution. One large group, 
the American Federation of Teachers, 
has deep ties to the Jewish state, yet was 
not singled out by Sunrise DC.

The national movement last Thursday 
said that it had not seen the D.C. affili-
ate’s statement and went on to vaguely 
oppose antisemitism and anti-Palestin-
ian racism in a statement, without taking 
a position outright on Sunrise DC’s call 
to boycott the Jewish groups.

That infuriated the Reform move-
ment’s RAC, which called the nation-
al Sunrise movement’s equivocation 
“shameful.”

The national movement’s change in 
tone last Friday, with the direct invo-
cation of “antisemitism,” appeared to 
come after the Jewish groups targeted 
by Sunrise DC made representations to 
the national movement.

“Had a productive conversation with 
@sunrisemvmt leadership today,” Shei-
la Katz, the NCJW CEO, said on Twit-
ter. “Glad to see this critical clarification 
naming @SunriseMvmtDC’s recent 
statement as antisemitic.”

Last Friday afternoon, the D.C. chap-
ter of the Black Lives Matter organiza-
tion weighed in on the topic, arguing 
in a tweet that Sunrise DC’s statement 



 hebrewwatchman.com    |     THE HEBREW WATCHMAN  OCTOBER 28, 2021    |     PAGE 5

In-Home Care Services
Personal Care
Companionship & Housekeeping
Dementia & Alzheimer's Care
Respite Care
Safety Solutions

Memphis: 901-752-1515
Northern Mississippi:  662-393-1110
Covington: 901-296-1200

Contact Us

memphis-169.comfortkeepers.com

Sunrise...
(Continued From Page 4)

“wasn’t antisemitic, no matter how many 
times oppressors want to repeat it.”

“Many in the mvmt[sic] for Black 
Lives are committed to freedom and 
justice for all people, including Pales-
tinians,” their tweet read.

Many protesters affiliated with the 
Black Lives Matter movement across 
the U.S. voiced their support of the Pal-
estinians during Israel’s latest armed 
conflict in Gaza in May. HW

Protesters with the Sunrise 
Movement protest in front of the 
White House on June 4, 2021. 
Credit: Saul Loeb/AFP via Getty 
Images

Making cancer immunotherapy more 
accessible
Off-the-shelf therapies to be developed for entire groups of patients  

REHOVOT, ISRAEL – Immunother-
apy has sparked new hope for people 
with cancer, but for it to work, the pa-
tient’s immune system must be able to 
“see” the tumor. There are ways of en-
hancing this recognition in individual 
cases, yet such solutions are, by defini-
tion, personalized, which greatly limits 
their use. Prof. Yardena Samuels and 
her PhD student Dr. Aviyah Peri of the 
Weizmann Institute of Science, together 
with their colleagues, have now devel-
oped a method for identifying cancer 
“hotspots,” features that are common to 
many tumors and can therefore be used 
to develop effective immunotherapy 
for entire groups of patients. The re-
searchers have already used the method 
to identify a hotspot characteristic of a 
particularly aggressive form of mela-
noma in one major subset of patients. 
The study was published on October 15, 
2021, in the Journal of Clinical Inves-
tigation.

Cancer hotspots are physical struc-
tures on cancer cells’ outer membranes 
that can provide the immune systems 
of multiple patients with “access” to a 
tumor. These molecular structures con-
tain mutated peptides called neoanti-
gens that the immune system’s T cells 
recognize as foreign – the first step in 
binding to the neoantigens and killing 
the cancerous cells. In fact, this T cell 
action is the ultimate goal of all types 
of immunotherapy, so scientists have 
been using neoantigens to prime T cells 
for a successful attack. However, since 
most neoantigens result from unique 
mutations characteristic of individual 
tumors, when a particular neoantigen is 
used to activate a patient’s T cells, the 
same therapy cannot be applied to other 
patients. Only a handful of neoantigens 
– those derived from recurrent muta-
tions appearing in numerous patients – 
qualify as hotspots, but these are hard 
to find. Part of the difficulty stems from 
the fact that the neoantigens on the cel-
lular membranes are presented to the 
immune system by protein complexes 
called HLA, and these complexes come 
in thousands of versions, so together 
with the cancerous mutations, there can 
be millions of individual variations.

Because of this enormous variabili-
ty, hotspot neoantigens have until now 
been found mostly by luck. In the new 
study, a team headed by Samuels, of 
Weizmann’s Molecular Cell Biology 
Department, has developed a method 
for identifying these cancer hotspots in 
a systematic manner. Referred to as a 
“data-driven approach to identifying re-
current neoantigens,” it involves bioin-
formatics followed by lab analysis. Peri 
led the study, conducted in the Samuels 
lab with the late Prof. Nir Friedman of 
Weizmann’s Immunology Department, 
Prof. Masha Y. Niv of the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, Prof. Steven A. 
Rosenberg of the National Cancer In-
stitute, USA, Prof. Cyrille J. Cohen of 
Bar-Ilan University, Dr. Ansuman T. 
Satpathy of Stanford University School 
of Medicine and other researchers.

As the first step, the scientists applied 
algorithms to search through interna-
tional databases containing informa-
tion on the genomes of thousands of 
cancer patients. Focusing on melano-
ma, the main cancer type studied by 
the Samuels lab, they surveyed onco-
genes, looking for common mutations 
presented by common forms of HLA. 
The team’s search produced a number 
of neoantigens that could potentially be 
considered hotspots. Next, the scientists 

subjected these candidate molecules to 
laboratory analysis known as HLA pep-
tidomics, in which they isolated the mu-
tant peptides from the HLA complexes 
and investigated their interactions with 
T cells.

Using this approach, the scientists 
identified a hotspot neoantigen derived 
from an oncogene known as RAS, 
which is involved in causing a third of 
all human cancers. This neoantigen, be-
longing to a form of RAS that causes a 
particularly aggressive form of melano-
ma, appears in some 20 percent of mela-
noma cases. In collaboration with Fried-
man and Satpathy, the scientists isolated 
the T cell receptor that can recognize 
this hotspot neoantigen in melanoma 
tumors. They then engineered T cells 
from healthy individuals to express this 
receptor and incubated them in a test 
tube with tumor samples from patients 
whose tumors displayed this hotspot. 
The T cells were activated by the neoan-
tigen, killing the tumor cells in a high-
ly specific manner – that is, only those 
cells that displayed the neoantigen.

“We’ve uncovered a neoantigen that 
is expressed in thousands of new mel-
anoma cases every year, and we’ve 
shown that it can be used in these pa-
tients to mark tumor cells for immune 
destruction,” Peri says.

“Our study suggests that our newly 
developed platform can lead to ‘off-the-
shelf’ immunotherapies in which T cell 
receptors that recognize cancer hotspots 
can be prepared in advance, ready to be 
applied in groups of patients whose tu-
mors have been shown to harbor these 
hotspots,” says Samuels. Such treat-
ments would be easier and cheaper than 
tailoring personalized T cells to each 
new patient.

Yet another major advantage of this 
approach is that it makes use of hotspot 
neoantigens derived from oncogenes. 
When an oncogene like RAS is active 
in a tumor, it is expressed in all tumor 
cells. This means that the hotspot immu-
notherapy is more likely to wipe out the 
entire tumor, rather than only parts of it, 
as was the case with therapies that tar-
geted neoantigens present in only some 
of the tumor cells.

“Our novel approach may make it pos-
sible to apply personalized treatments 
on a larger scale than today,” Samuels 
says. “It is ready to be developed for use 
in hospitals, and it can be applied to a 
variety of cancers, not only melanoma.” 
Yeda Research and Development Com-
pany, the Weizmann Institute’s technol-
ogy transfer arm, is currently seeking to 
promote the method’s development for 
clinical use, through a company that is 
being established to this end.

Study participants also included Erez 
Greenstein and Dr. Shlomit Reich-Zeli-
ger of Weizmann’s Immunology Depart-
ment; Dr. Michal Alon, Dr. Shelly Kala-
ora, Chaya Barbolin, Dr. Ronen Levy 
and Polina Greenberg of Weizmann’s 
Molecular Cell Biology Department; 
Joy A. Pai of Stanford University School 
of Medicine; Dr. Tamir Dingjan of the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem; Dr. Ei-
lon Barnea and Prof. Arie Admon of the 
Technion – Israel Institute of Technolo-
gy; Claudia Arnedo-Pac and Prof. Nuria 
Lopez-Bigas of the Barcelona Institute 
of Science and Technology; Dr. Bare-
ket Dassa and Dr. Ester Feldmesser of 
Weizmann’s Life Sciences Core Facili-
ties Department; Ping Shang, Dr. James 
S. Wilmott and Prof. Richard A. Scolyer 
of the University of Sydney; Dr. Yishai 
Levin of the Nancy and Stephen Grand 
Israel National Center for Personalized 
Medicine; Dr. Gil Benedek and Prof. 
Michal Lotem of the Hadassah Univer-
sity Medical Center; Prof. Mitchell P. 
Levesque of the University of Zurich; 
Prof. David J. Adams of the Wellcome 
Sanger Institute; and Dr. Goran B. Jons-
son of Lund University.

Prof. Yardena Samuels is the incum-
bent of the Knell Family Professorial 
Chair.

Prof. Samuels’s research is supported 
by the EKARD Institute for Cancer Di-
agnosis Research; the Weizmann-Bra-
zil Tumor Bank; the Moross Integrat-
ed Cancer Center; the Laboratory in 
the name of M.E.H. Fund established 
by Margot and Ernst Hamburger; the 
Green Family Charitable Foundation; 
the Wagner-Braunsberg Family Mela-
noma Research Fund; Miel de Botton; 
and the Fundación Ramón Areces. HW

Congressman Steve Cohen (TN-09), 
a senior member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, today announced a $475,000 
grant to Memphis and Shelby County 
to address sexual behavior problems in 
youth from the Department of Justice’s 
Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency 
Prevention.

The grant will help support the coordi-
nation of response efforts by stakehold-
ers such as the Memphis Child Advocacy 
Center, Juvenile Court, the Tennessee De-
partment of Children’s Services, the com-
munity, the District Attorney’s Office, the 
Public Defender’s Office, the TennCare 
Bureau, and treatment providers, among 
others, to jointly develop strategies and 
approaches to assist in identifying solu-
tions and providing recommendations.

Congressman Cohen made the fol-
lowing statement: “This Department 
of Justice grant will address a serious 
problem and, I hope, find long term 
solutions. I’m pleased to announce this 
investment in our local youth.” HW

Congressman 
Cohen announces 
Department of 
Justice grant 
addressing sexual 
abuse by youths
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If you own a small business, there 
are many retirement plan alternatives 
available to help you and your eligible 
employees save for retirement. For most 
closely held business owners, a Simpli-
fied Employee Pension Individual Re-
tirement Account (SEP IRA) was once 
the most cost-effective choice. Then 
the Savings Incentive Match Plan for 
Employees (SIMPLE IRA) became a 
viable alternative. Today you may find 
that a defined benefit or 401(k) plan best 
suits your needs. To make an informed 
decision on which plan is right for your 
business, review the differences careful-
ly before you choose.

Simplified Employee Pension In-
dividual Retirement Account (SEP 
IRA). This plan is flexible, easy to set 
up, and has low administrative costs. An 
employer signs a plan adoption agree-
ment, and SEP IRAs are set up for each 
eligible employee. When choosing this 
plan, keep in mind that it does not allow 
employees to save through payroll de-
ductions, and contributions are immedi-
ately 100% vested.

The maximum an employer can con-
tribute each year is 25% of an employ-
ee’s eligible compensation, up to a max-
imum of $290,000 for 2021. However, 
the contribution for any individual can-
not exceed $58,000 in 2021. Employer 
contributions are typically discretion-
ary and may vary from year to year. 
With this plan, the same formula must 
be used to calculate the contribution 
amount for all eligible employees, in-
cluding any owners. Eligible employees 
include those who are age 21 and older 
and those employed (both part time and 
full time) for three of the last five years.

Savings Incentive Match Plan for 
Employees (SIMPLE). If you want a 
plan that encourages employees to save 
for retirement, a SIMPLE IRA might be 
appropriate for you. In order to select 
this plan, you must have 100 or fewer 
eligible employees who earned $5,000 
or more in compensation in the pre-
ceding year and have no other employ-
er-sponsored retirement plans to which 
contributions were made or accrued 
during that calendar year. There are no 
annual IRS filings or complex paper-
work, and employer contributions are 
tax deductible for your business. The 
plan encourages employees to save for 
retirement through payroll deductions; 
contributions are immediately 100% 
vested.

The maximum salary deferral limit 
to a SIMPLE IRA plan cannot exceed 
$13,500 for 2021. If an employee is 
age 50 or older before December 31, 
then an additional catch-up contribu-
tion of $3,000 is permitted. Each year 
the employer must decide to do either 
a matching contribution (the lesser of 
the employee’s salary deferral or 3% 
of the employee’s compensation) or 
non- matching contribution of 2% of 
an employee’s compensation (limited 
to $290,000 for 2021). All participants 
in the plan must be notified of the em-
ployer’s decision each year no later than 
November 2 for the upcoming year. 

Defined benefit pension plan. This 
type of a plan may be a good solution 

for a profitable company with stable 
cash flow with intentions of benefit-
ting employees over the age of 40. This 
type of plan can also help build savings 
quickly. It generally produces a much 
larger tax- deductible contribution for 
your business than a defined contribu-
tion plan; however, annual employer 
contributions are mandatory since each 
participant is promised a monthly ben-
efit at retirement age. Since this plan 
is more complex to administer, the 
services of an enrolled actuary are re-
quired. All plan assets must be held in 
a pooled account, and your employees 
cannot direct their investments.

Certain factors affect an employer’s 
contribution for a plan, such as current 
value of the plan assets, the ages of em-
ployees, date of hire, and compensation. 
A participating employee with a large 
projected benefit and only a few years 
until normal retirement age generates a 
large contribution because there is little 
time to accumulate the necessary value 
to produce the stated benefit at retire-
ment. The maximum annual benefit at 
retirement is the lesser of 100% of the 
employee’s compensation or $230,000 
per year in 2021 (indexed for inflation). 
This plan design should only be consid-
ered with the intention of significant, an-
nual funding for a minimum of 5 years.

401(k) plans. This plan may be right 
for your company if you want to moti-
vate your employees to save towards re-
tirement and give them a way to share in 
the firm’s profitability. 401(k) plans are 
best suited for companies seeking flexi-
ble contribution methods.

When choosing this plan type, keep 
in mind that the employee and employer 
have the ability to make contributions. 
The maximum salary deferral limit for 
a 401(k) plan is $19,500 for 2021. If an 
employee is age 50 or older before De-
cember 31, then an additional catch-up 
contribution of $6,500 is permitted. The 
maximum amount you, as the employer, 
can contribute is 25% of the eligible em-
ployee’s total compensation (capped at 
$290,000 for 2021). Individual alloca-
tions for each employee cannot exceed 
the lesser of 100% of compensation or 
$58,000 in 2021 ($64,500 if age 50 or 
older). The allocation of employer prof-
it-sharing contributions can be skewed 
to favor older employees, if using 
age-weighted and new comparability 
features. Generally, IRS Forms 5500 
and 5500-EZ (along with applicable 
schedules) must be filed each year.

Once you have reviewed your busi-
ness’s goals and objectives, you should 
check with your Financial Advisor to 
evaluate the best retirement plan option 
for your financial situation.

This advertisement was written by a 
third party and provided to you by Wells 
Fargo Advisors – Mike Stein, Managing 
Director – Investments.

Investments in securities and insurance 
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT 
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank af-
filiate of Wells Fargo & Company.

© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. 
All rights reserved HW
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Jewish Foundation provides valuable 
information about charitable giving 
strategies to local non-profits

Jewish Foundation of Memphis co-sponsored a planned giving series 
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“It’s not about death but about leg-
acy… talk to someone today about 
making an impact and let me show you 
how.” That was how Pamela Davidson, 
an expert in planned giving began a 
two-part webinar for the Jewish Foun-
dation of Memphis’ audience on Thurs-
day, September 30.

Planned giving, also referred to as gift 
planning or legacy giving, is any major 
gift made in one’s lifetime that is for the 
future, or at death as part of a donor’s 
overall financial and/or estate planning. 
Typically, these gifts come from a do-
nor’s assets rather than their income. 
Donors can use assets such as invest-
ments, life insurance, real estate, per-
sonal property or cash. While the term 
sounds technical, it really describes how 
a donor wants to leave a legacy to the 
charities they care about.

The Jewish Foundation partnered 
with the Planned Giving Council of 
the Mid-South to host the two-part se-
ries featuring Pamela Davidson, J.D., 
founder and president of Davidson Gift 
Design, and senior vice president with 
Thompson & Associates in Bloom-
ington, Indiana. During the first Zoom 
session, Ms. Davidson reviewed 12 
concrete steps to promote planned giv-
ing at an organization. The second ses-
sion delved into details of working with 
donors, capturing an audience of estate 
planning attorneys, financial advisors, 
CPAs and development professionals.

The Jewish Foundation facilitates 
legacy giving, supports endowment de-

velopment of its partner agencies, and 
maintains relationships with local pro-
fessional advisors to encourage philan-
thropy with the mission of building and 
sustaining Jewish Memphis.

“The Jewish Foundation is the trust-
ed partner for charitable giving in the 
Jewish community,” said Jewish Foun-
dation Director of Programs Sarah Van-
derWalde. “Having Pamela Davidson, 
an incredible speaker, present to us in 
Memphis is an example of the resources 
we provide our partner agencies, profes-
sional advisors, and the broader commu-
nity. While we would have loved to host 
Pamela in-person, hosting it over Zoom 
expanded our audience to non-profits 
all over the Mid-South. She shared the 
benefits of local community foundations 
and how they can be a resource, and that 
is exactly what the Jewish Foundation is 
here to do.”

“I am glad I attended the seminar 
with Pamela Davidson and grateful to 
the Jewish Foundation for providing 
this learning opportunity,” said Laura 
Yacoubian, who participated in both 
webinars. “As the new director of de-
velopment at Temple Israel, I am excit-
ed to apply what I learned about lega-
cy giving to support our Temple Israel 
community in planning gifts that are ul-
timately about life, purpose, and Jewish 
continuity.”

Recordings of the two webinars can 
be viewed on the Jewish Foundation’s 
website - https://jcpmemphis.org/foun-
dation-events. HW

Jewish serial sperm donor Ari Nagel nears 
100 children after a prolific pandemic

(JTA) – While others were perfecting 
their sourdough bread-baking or watch-
ing the entire catalogue of Netflix, Ari 
Nagel spent the past 20 months of the 
pandemic doing what he does best: do-
nating sperm. He now has nearly 100 
children to show for it.

Nagel, whom the New York Post once 
dubbed “Sperminator,” grew up in an 
Orthodox Jewish family in Monsey, 
New York, before becoming a college 
math teacher and eventually a serial 
sperm donor. In a profile published last 
Wednesday in Esquire, Nagel said he fa-
thered 21 children in 2020 and expected 
another 30 babies in 2021, bringing him 
to a total of almost 100 babies.

“I wasn’t meant to have 90 kids. You 
have to make it happen,” Nagel says in 
the Esquire story.

Nagel has donated sperm in Target re-
strooms, the American Museum of Nat-
ural History and countless hotel rooms. 

He’s traveled the world to do so, includ-
ing during the pandemic. At one point, 
he even snagged his brother’s pass-
port to travel to Israel after the country 
banned him from donating sperm there.

Nagel’s accelerated donations come 
at a time when donor sperm is under 
short supply worldwide. He says he is 
driven to donate because he wants to 
help women, especially those in same-
sex relationships, and he frequently 
stays in touch with the families he helps 
to grow. He also has children from his 
own marriages.

Over lunch on Tisha B’av, the Jew-
ish day of mourning that this year fell in 
mid-July, Nagel told Esquire that his par-
ents didn’t understand his life choices and 
that his mother believes he brings shame 
on the family. Nagel took a different view.

“I hope I’m a better grandparent to 
my kids’ children than they are to mine,” 
Nagel told the magazine. HW

Ari Nagel, once dubbed the “Sperminator,” grew up Orthodox in Monsey, 
New York, and now spends much of his time donating sperm and staying 
in touch with the progeny that result. Credit: Getty Images

By Shira Hanau

Did you know you can pay for The Hebrew Watchman 
subscription online?

You can also view past issues.
Check it out at

jewishscenemagazine.com
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Rare biblical ‘Balm of Gilead’ 
engraving found on 2,000-year-old 
seal in Jerusalem

A 2,000-year-old amethyst seal, bearing an engraving that depicts the 
Balm of Gilead or biblical persimmon plant, was found in Jerusalem, 
October 2021. Credit: Eliyahu Yanai/City of David. 
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(JNS) – The Israel Antiquities Au-
thority announced last Thursday the 
discovery in eastern Jerusalem of an 
ancient amethyst seal bearing the first 
known depiction of the plant known as 
“Balm of Gilead.”

The engraving on the 2,000-year-old 
seal apparently portrays the biblical per-
simmon plant – not related to the famil-
iar fruit of the same name – used during 
the Second Temple period as one of the 
more expensive ingredients for produc-
ing incense, perfume, medicines and 
ointments, according to the IAA.

The plant went by many names, in-
cluding biblical persimmon, bosem or 
balsam, and Balm of Gilead.

The seal was found during excava-
tions in the Emek Tzurim National Park 
along the foundation stones of the West-
ern Wall in Jerusalem’s Old City.

The oval-shaped amethyst, with a 
hole for the insertion of a metal wire for 
use as a ring, is 10 millimeters (.38 inch-
es) long, 5 millimeters (.19 inches) wide 
and 7 millimeters (.27 inches) thick.

“This is an important find, because it 
may be the first time that a seal has been 
discovered in the entire world with an 
engraving of the precious and famous 
plant, which until now we could only 
read about in historical descriptions,” 
said archaeologist Eli Shukron, who 
conducted the excavation on behalf of 
the IAA and the City of David.

Shukron, along with researchers Shua 
Amorai-Stark and Malka Hershkovitz, 
characterize the engravings on the seal 
as a bird, probably a dove, and a branch 
bearing five pieces of fruit. After ex-
amining the engravings, they said they 
believe that the latter is the persimmon 

perfume plant mentioned in the Bible, 
Talmud and various historical sources.

“Towards the end of the Second Tem-
ple period, the use of stone stamps ex-
panded and became more common, but 
most of the stamps discovered so far 
with plant engravings were of … vines, 
dates and olives,” said Amorai-Stark, 
pointing out that the fruit engraved on 
the amethyst stone “is unlike any we 
have encountered to date.”

“The balsam plant is a positive sym-
bol,” explained Shukron, “because mag-
ical and ceremonial properties were at-
tributed to it.”

The dove, said Amorai-Stark, “is also a 
positive motif in the Hellenistic, Roman 
and Jewish world, symbolizing wealth, 
happiness, goodness and success.”

Noting that the engraving on the seal 
attests to the identity of the person who 
wore the ring, she said that “if it is in-
deed the famous and expensive biblical 
persimmon, then it is likely that the seal 
owner was a Jew with means since the 
production and trade that took place 
around the persimmon plant was tightly 
controlled at the time by Jews living in 
the Dead Sea basin, where the fruit was 
grown.”

Amorai-Stark assessed that the owner 
of the seal was the owner of a persim-
mon orchard, “and when he came to the 
craftsman who made the ring for him, 
he may have brought a branch of per-
simmon, so that the craftsman would 
know what to carve on the stone.”

Shukron concluded that finds like this 
one “allow us to get a glimpse into the 
daily lives of the people who lived in the 
days of the Second Temple – the glory 
days of Jerusalem.” HW

Interfaith COVID-19 memorial service 
Church Health and an ecumenical 

group of Memphis Clergy are calling 
the Memphis faith community togeth-
er for a time of reflection and remem-
brance to honor those we have lost to 
COVID-19 across Shelby County in an 
interfaith prayer and memorial service 
at Crosstown Concourse, which is open 
to the public.

The service will take place on All 
Souls Day, November 2, 2021, at 5 p.m. 
on the Plaza at Crosstown Concourse. 
Led by Scott Morris, MD, MDiv and 
Joshua Narcisse, MDiv with Church 
Health, other faith leaders who will par-
ticipate are:

• Rabbi Micah Greenstein, Temple 
Israel

•  Sh. Anwar Arafat, Memphis Islamic 
Center

• Reverend Ayanna Watkins. Mem-
phis Interfaith Coalition for Action and 
Hope (MICAH)

• Deacon Henry Littlejohn, Catholic 
Diocese of Memphis

• Pastor David Coombs, Bellevue 
Baptist Church

• Bishop Phoebe Roaf, Episcopal Di-
ocese of West Tennessee

• Reverend Scott Walters, Calvary 
Episcopal Church

• Reverend Doctor Stacy Spencer, 
New Direction Christian Church

•  Reverend Doctor J. Lawrence Turn-
er, Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church

About Church Health:
As a faith-based health not-for-profit, 

Church Health believes in caring for one 
another as we’d all like to be cared for. 
That’s why we commit every day to mak-
ing the highest quality health care accessi-
ble to more Memphians – especially those 
facing social and economic challenges – so 
we can all live with dignity, vitality and joy. 
Through our comprehensive care approach, 
which considers the whole person and spans 
health services from medical to dental to eye 
care and more, we work together to uplift the 
bodies, minds and spirits of our neighbors 
and the Greater Memphis community. Visit 
ChurchHealth.org to learn more. HW

Jerry Seinfeld made a 
Halloween picture book and 
yes, you need it

By Maddy Albert
This originally appeared on Kveller.
If you’re looking for a Jewish angle 

into the American late-October tradition 
that is Halloween, have we got a treat 
for you! We were surprised to learn that 
no less a Jewish icon than Jerry Sein-
feld wrote “Halloween,” a picture book 
about – you guessed it! – nothing.

Nah, just kidding! It’s about Hallow-
een, of course, and it draws upon Sein-
feld’s experiences trick-or-treating as a 
child growing up in Massapequa, Long 
Island. Seinfeld, a 67-year-old father of 
three, was born in Brooklyn and raised 
in a Jewish home – his father, Kalman 
Seinfeld, was a New Yorker of Hungar-
ian Jewish descent, while his mother, 
Betty, was a Syrian Jew who was born 
in Aleppo and immigrated to the U.S. as 
a young girl.

The book, which was published in 
2002 and illustrated by James Bennett, 
is about how a young Jerry Seinfeld 
spent his Halloweens as a kid. It’s clear-
ly inspired by his own standup routine 
about the holiday – in the 1998 comedy 
special, “I’m Telling You for the Last 
Time,” he jokes: “In the first 10 years of 
my life, I think the only clear thought I 
had was ‘get candy.’”

In the book, Jerry the character has 
the same goal: getting as much can-

dy as possible on Oct. 31. The book’s 
plot, such as it is, focuses on Seinfeld’s 
marvel at this yearly tradition of getting 
candy for free, and how he prepares for 
the big day by finding the best possible 
costume and developing a plan to hit as 
many houses as possible.

The best part of “Halloween” is that 
this children’s book reads in the exact 
tone of Seinfeld’s comedy (and, yes, by 
extension, his hit 1990s sitcom, “Sein-
feld”). You can practically hear his voice 
as you read the text. In one particularly 
delightful part of the book, we see young 
Jerry’s introduction to the wild concept 
that is trick-or-treating – how neighbors 
simply give candy to any kid who rings 
their doorbell. In true Seinfeld fashion, 
he exclaims, “What is this? What did 
you say? Someone’s giving out candy? 
Who’s giving out candy? Everyone we 
know is just giving out candy? I gotta 
be a part of this!” We can practically see 
Seinfeld’s hand motions as he delivers 
these lines!

“Halloween” also features some relat-
able parenting moments – for example, 
when young Jerry is instructed to wear 
his winter coat over his coveted Su-
perman costume. (Certainly a common 
scene between Jewish parents and their 
kids on this late-fall evening! Raise your 
hand if this happened to you as a kid, 
or if you’ve made your own kids cover 
their costumes!) “I don’t recall Super-
man wearing a JACKET,” the young 
Seinfeld laments.

Whether or not your family is all-in 
on Halloween, or if trick-or-treating 
is not something your family usually 
does, this fun book has something for 
everyone to help usher in spooky sea-
son. There is also a pretty cool read-
aloud video of the book on YouTube. 
And, if you’re itching for more, “Sein-
feld” seasons 1 through 9 are currently 
streaming on Netflix. Happy Hallow-
een! HW

Little Brown
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A rabbi is under investigation for 
arranging child marriages. But one of 
his teen couples just got married.
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By Louis Keene
Originally printed in Forward.
In January of 2020, a boy celebrat-

ed his bar mitzvah. On Monday, he got 
married.

The rabbi who made it happen is a 
Williamsburg-based Hasidic leader 
who’s already under investigation over 
arranging child marriages.

Videos and text messages viewed by 
the Forward show that the yeshiva run 
by Rabbi Yoel Roth, Heichel Hakodesh 
Breslev, hosted the wedding festivities 
of an underage boy and girl, believed to 
be, respectively, 15 and 17 at the time of 
their March engagement.

That was also when the Forward re-
ported that both Roth and the yeshiva, 
which is also known as Yeshiva Tiferes 
HaTorah, were being investigated by the 
New York Police Department and the 
Administration for Children’s Services 
for performing child marriages.

Oren Yaniv, communications direc-
tor for the Brooklyn District Attorney’s 
office, said investigations into the mar-
riages were ongoing but that the depart-
ment had not received any evidence that 
enabled it to pursue a criminal case.

Under New York State law, people 
must be 18 to legally marry. But per-
forming a religious wedding ceremony 
for an underage couple – even with a 
ketubah – would not by itself constitute 
a crime under the law, which was signed 
this July by former Governor Andrew 
Cuomo.

Roth, who is not visible in the vid-
eo clip of last Monday’s celebration, 
did not respond to messages left at the 
school this week.

Not long before the Forward report-
ed that Roth was under investigation, a 
photo of a boy and girl at their engage-
ment celebration was circulated on so-
cial media by Frimet Goldberger, a writ-
er familiar with the community.

“A 15-year-old Hasidic boy, a cherub 
holding his father’s hand, got engaged 
to a 17-year-old girl,” Goldberger wrote 
in March. The photo also included their 
surnames: Schnitzler and Zelkowitz. 
The Forward was not able to confirm the 
bride’s surname.

At the time, Roth’s secretary, Shaul 
Indig, did not dispute the engaged cou-
ple’s ages, but told the Forward that 
Roth would not marry them until they 
were of legal age.

“They are going to be engaged for 
three years,” Indig said then. “If they 
were secular, they would just be friends 
for three years.”

But last Monday night, texts about the 
Schnitzler wedding began circulating on 
WhatsApp. And wedding videos appear 
to depict the same boy in Goldberger’s 
engagement photo and in a video of 
Schnitzler’s post-bar mitzvah siyum – a 
celebration that follows a cycle of Tal-
mud study, posted to YouTube in 2020 
– dancing with a few dozen men in tra-
ditional Hasidic garb.

One person who shared the video 
above captioned it, “The wedding of the 
wunderkind of Breslov took place last 
night.” (The yeshiva affiliates itself with 
the Breslov movement.)

Roth inherited the faction of Hasid-
ic Jews he now leads, which one per-
son familiar with the group estimated 
at about 60 to 100 families and about 
1,000 people total, from Rabbi Eliezer 
Shlomo Schick, who was arrested in 
2011 for performing child marriages. 
Schick died in 2015.

Since then, Roth has developed a rep-
utation for arranging underage marriag-
es. One Hasidic teenager told the For-
ward that the rabbi talked to him about 
getting married when he was 16.

“Wow, you’re so cute. You’re going to 
find a girl fast,” the student, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, recalled 
the rabbi saying.

Another person described the faction 
as “a real cult.”

Pursuing a statutory rape case usually 
requires the cooperation of the victims 
or their families, with a statute of limita-
tions of at least 10 years, depending on 
the nature of the alleged crime. Child en-
dangerment cases similarly require wit-
nesses to or demonstrable proof of harm.

“This entire episode is just tragic 
and heartbreaking,” said Shulim Leif-
er, a Hasidic activist, in a message to 
the Forward last Wednesday. “In most 
cases we’re talking about parents that 
are themselves manipulated by a pow-
er-hungry cult leader, who – no matter 
what he wants to say about how pure his 
motives are – is behaving in ways that 
are considered extreme and anti-social, 
even by Chasidish standards.”

Reprinted with permission by For-
ward. HW

(JNS) – Israel announced last Wednes-
day that it is issuing work permits for 
3,000 Palestinians from the Gaza Strip 
to enter the country, bringing the total 
to 10,000.

COGAT, the Israeli defense body that 
controls Palestinian civil affairs, said 
the decision was “conditional upon the 
continued preservation of the region’s 
security stability for the long term,” 
APreported.

Israel to allow 3,000 more work permits 
for Palestinians from Gaza Strip

Palestinians come to Israel mainly for 
employment in the fields of construc-
tion, agriculture and manufacturing.

Israel has also relaxed other restric-
tions since the 11-day conflict in May 
with Hamas and other terror factions in 
Gaza with concessions meant to solidify 
the ceasefire.

Tens of thousands of Palestinians liv-
ing in the West Bank work in Israel, ac-
cording to the report.

In related news, Israeli Defense Min-
ister Benny Gantz directed Maj. Gen. 
Ghassan Alyan, the Israel Defense 
Forces’ Coordinator of Government Ac-
tivities in the Territories (COGAT), to 
approve the registration of some 4,000 
Palestinians to the Palestinian Popula-
tion Registry last Tuesday.

An appearance in the registry is nec-
essary for West Bank Palestinians to 
receive Palestinian ID cards and pass-
ports. The Palestinian Authority manag-
es the Palestinian Population Registry in 
coordination with Israel. HW

Palestinian laborers with work 
permits arrive at an Israeli 
checkpoint to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine shot in a temporary 
medical facility on March 9, 2021 
in Jerusalem. Credit: Olivier 
Fitoussi/Flash90.

Report: Turkey arrests 15 on suspicion 
of spying for Israel

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – Turkish 
media outlets last Thursday reported 
that 15 individuals had been arrested on 
suspicion of spying for Israel, following 
a large-scale operation by local security 
forces. According to local reports, 200 
members of the Turkish security forces 
took part in the series of arrests.

While Turkish media outlets did not 
reveal the alleged spies’ country of or-
igin, they did note their Middle Eastern 
appearance. According to the reports, 
the agents transferred confidential infor-
mation and classified documents to the 
Mossad intelligence agency.

The agents were spying on senior 
Hamas officials, according to the reports.

Last year, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan’s government bolstered 
its already warm relationship with the 
Hamas terrorist group by granting Turk-
ish citizenship to senior Hamas mem-
bers, U.K. newspaper The Telegraph 
reported. The move would allow them 
to travel freely and enable them to plot 
terrorist attacks on Israelis across the 
globe.

According to the report, seven of 12 
Hamas operatives who use Turkey as 
their base of operations have received 
Turkish citizenship, as well as pass-
ports, while another five are in the pro-
cess of receiving them. In some cases, 
the Hamas terrorists are living under 
Turkish aliases.

“These are not foot soldiers but the 
most senior Hamas operatives outside 
of Gaza. [They] are actively raising 
funds and directing operatives to carry 
out attacks in the present day,” a senior 
source in the region told The Telegraph.

“The Turkish government gave in to 
pressure by Hamas to grant citizenship 
to its operatives, thereby allowing them 
to travel more freely, endangering oth-
er countries that have listed Hamas as a 
terror group,” the source added.

This article first appeared in Israel 
Hayom. HW

By Neta Bar and Dean Shmuel 
Elmas

Turkish police in Diyarbakır, 
Turkey, on Jan. 18, 2016. Credit: 
Mahmut Bozarslan via Wikimedia 
Commons.
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Halloween hooligins or kids ain’t what they 
used to be

Trump’s new social media platform about ‘truth’ doesn’t seem safe for Jews

A tiny army of truth. 
Credit: Image by iStock

Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Let me admit that Halloween is NOT 
a Jewish holiday. I suspected as much, 
but just to play it safe I asked my rabbi. 
He was flattered, I could tell because he 
called me by my name instead of “that 
snoozer in the fifth row with the K-Mart 
shirt.” That’s his usual reference to me – 
from the Bemah.

“No, Ted, it is not OUR holiday.” 
Furthermore, he went on to tell me that 
our Humash considers Witchcraft the 
second worst feminine profession. But 
then, after I complimented him on the 
profundity of his Yom Kippur speech, he 
admitted that there was no specific Hal-
loween prohibition in the Talmud. Then 
he lightened up and told me the only 
ghost story in our bible. It’s a doozy. It’s 
in 1 Samuel, Chapter 28, Verse 7. King 
Saul, in disguise, visits a roadside witch 
who summons up the ghost of Samuel. 
But I don’t want to ruin the plot. Go 
read.

However, I must admit there was a 
dark period in my youth when I was a 
Halloweening hooligan and my idol was 
Homer Gishburg. He could shinny up a 
tree with both hands – like a monkey. 

And in his teeth, a patio chaise lounge. 
He was our leader: the visionary who 
discovered that a bar of Ivory soap 
rubbed on fenders and hood left an in-
delible stain – much better than a sim-
ple soaping of the windshield. “What 
good’s soaping a windshield?” said 
Homer. “Twenty to 30 minutes of scrub-
bing and its almost transparent again.” 
A wonderful, criminal mind – the envy 
of the neighborhood, he was. I’ll bet that 
today he enjoys his Halloween nights in 
the Federal Pen in Atlanta. Kids were 
tougher in Homer’s day:

Little Kid – dressed in a grocery sack 
with holes: “Hey, gimme two of them 
kosher Hershey bars.”

Householder: “So – why should I? 
I love Hershey bars and I don’t even 
know you.”

Little Kid: “’Cause if you don’t, I’m 
putting a brick through your living room 
window. And it don’t look brick proof 
to me.”

Householder: “Here’s two choco-
late bars and a bottle of Manichewitz 
for your lovely parents. Have a great 
night!!”

Halloween, in those wayward years, 
was also a profitable night for burglars. 
Streets full of dark-suited folks carrying 
bags full of loot. Who’s gonna notice 
some dark-suited folks are bigger than 
others?

Well, that was then and this is now. 
Today, the neighborhood kids are wear-
ing designer goblin suits. And they 
have no athletic skills (like Homer and 

his teeth, who could carry that chaise 
lounge up a Pine tree). Most of them 
trip over the hose I’ve cleverly left on 
the walk up to the front door. So, they’re 
rubbing their red, little knees and whin-
ing when I suddenly fling open the door. 
I’ve got on my wife’s best witch’s mask 
– the one she bought to protect herself 
from me on amorous Fall nights.

But sometimes I’m assigned the shep-
herding of my 4-year-old granddaugh-
ter through the spooky, mean streets of 
my neighborhood. So, here I am with a 
4-year-old granddaughter and her dog 
– the size of a mule – canvassing her 
neighbors. I knew the dog was gonna be 
a problem.

“Let’s leave him at home with a cou-
ple of 5-pound bags of dog food and 
the rib roast you cooked for supper,” I 
suggested to my daughter, who had as-
signed me her daughter and dog Goli-
ath, for Halloween duty.

No – the dog wanted to go. She could 
tell because he was already romping 
around the yard knocking down kids, 
grabbing their pillowcases full of candy 
and eating far more than his fair share 
of those chewy caramels that I love. I 
hated that dog. And since he’d been 
raised with the same carefree “anything 
goes” philosophy as my granddaugh-
ter, whatever Goliath wanted, Goliath 
got, including the king-sized bed in the 
guest bedroom that should have been 
solely mine when I visited. He didn’t 
snore, but he tossed and turned all night 
like he had a bad conscience. I think he 

had prostate trouble, too.  Half the night 
he was scratching at the bedroom door 
trying to get out.

It was my worst Halloween night ever. 
Me and that mongrel and my grand-
daughter trying to make the rounds. 
Lemme tell you, The Hound of the Bask-
ervilles turned off a lotta frightened cus-
tomers who refused to open the door. I’d 
rather have stayed home scaring kids.

The three of us had our late October 
date for about five years. Finally, to my 
relief, the dog lost interest and a couple 
of years later, ditto for my granddaugh-
ter. But the old Halloweener is still out 
there with granddaughter No. 2. And 
given the fertility of my kids, I can look 
forward to a lotta Halloweens.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-
bler on the Roof, has appeared in news-
papers around the US, on National Public 
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

By Mira Fox
 This article first appeared in Forward. 

Having been banned from most main-
stream social media platforms, includ-
ing Facebook and Twitter, in the wake 
of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, Don-
ald Trump has had to get creative with 
his communications. Last Thursday, he 
announced his newest plan – his own 
social media app, called TRUTH Social, 
which is currently slated to roll out na-
tionwide in early 2022.

It’s unclear what TRUTH Social will 
be like as an app; the advertisements for 
it look an awful lot like a banal Face-
book feed, complete with blue brand-
ing and videos of a dancing orangutan. 
There’s no sign yet of Trump grand-

standing about the fake news media or 
making America great again.

But don’t worry, the former president 
hasn’t toned down his rhetoric; the press 
release has the expected Trump-style 
punctuations and grandiosity. “I am ex-
cited to send out my first TRUTH on 
TRUTH Social very soon,” he is quot-
ed as saying. “I’m excited to soon begin 
sharing my thoughts on TRUTH Social 
and to fight back against Big Tech. Every-
one asks me why doesn’t someone stand 
up to Big Tech? Well, we will be soon!”

Trump’s statement implies that the 
branding will call each post a “truth,” 
much like each post on Twitter is a 
tweet. This kind of branding will like-
ly subconsciously lend “truthiness” to 
the posts, associating the Trump name 
with truth and reinforcing the assump-
tion that everything on the platform is 
factual. After all, how could you log on 
and “truth” while lying?

Trump has long railed about truth, 
accusing journalists and Democrats 
and even scientists of promoting “fake 
news” while proclaiming himself the 
white knight of veracity, going to battle 
to protect fact at all cost. But the real 
truth is that Trump lies; a rather glaring 

example is his false proclamation that 
he won the 2020 election.

The press releases and advertisements 
around TRUTH Social have not provid-
ed any information about moderation to 
prevent the kind of spread of disinfor-
mation and lies that have plagued oth-
er platforms – the very ones that kicked 
Trump off for his own role in spreading 
fake news. (Users will be prevented from 
making fun of the app itself, however.)

TRUTH Social is not the first social 
media platform to promise minimal 
moderation and openness to all sorts of 
views; other apps such as Gab, Parler 
and Telegram also promote an open-
ness to all viewpoints and promise very 
loose terms of use. They are, relatedly, 
known as bastions of white supremacy, 
antisemitism and hate speech.

Jews have been among the victims of 
the disinformation and conspiracy the-
ories that flourish when platforms have 
little to no moderation, whether that’s 
QAnon’s theories about secret cabals or 
the overt antisemitism of the Pittsburgh 
shooter’s rants, which he posted to Gab.

(Gab’s founder, Andrew Torba, re-
cently tweeted a long antisemitic rant 
himself.) We know the value of truth, 

and are intimately familiar with the way 
unmoderated platforms, like TRUTH 
Social promote the opposite.

Perhaps that’s why truth is the ani-
mating quality for one of the most fa-
mous defenders of Jews everywhere 
– the golem. As the story goes, Rabbi 
Judah Loew ben Bezalel, the Maharal 
of Prague, created a man-shaped crea-
ture of mud and clay, bringing it to life 
with the holy word “emet,” or truth. 
The golem then protected the Jews of 
Prague from the Christian community, 
which was accusing them of blood libel 
– much like QAnon is doing today.

It seems unlikely that TRUTH Social 
will find major success, or at least no 
more than the other similar platforms, 
particularly given that it does not offer 
anything that isn’t already part of estab-
lished platforms aside from the Trump 
brand name. Still, even if Gab and Parl-
er haven’t reached the mainstream pop-
ularity of Twitter or Facebook, they’ve 
helped far-right ideologies to flourish. 
Even with limited success, yet anoth-
er space open to white nationalism or 
neo-Nazi ideologies is dangerous. We 
should have our golem at the ready, 
powered by real truth. HW

At least 14 Iranian officers killed in double Damascus bus blast
By Daniel Siryoti and Damian 
Pachter

(Israel Hayom via JNS) – At least 14 
people were killed and several others 
were wounded in central Damascus last 
Wednesday morning in an explosion on 
a Syrian military bus, Syrian state TV 
reported.

According to additional reports from 
Syrian and Lebanese outlets, the casual-
ties were Iranian officers.

Syrian state TV showed footage of 
the charred bus, reporting that the blasts 
occurred while people were heading to 
work and school.

As of yet, according to the reports, 
no organization has claimed responsi-
bility for the blast, which occurred at a 

main bus-transfer point under the Hafez 
al-Assad bridge, where vehicles con-
verge and head out to different neigh-
borhoods of the capital.

Two explosive devices reportedly went 
off as the bus was on the bridge, the re-
ports said, adding that a third device was 
defused by an army engineering unit.

The explosion was the deadliest in 
Damascus in years. It was also a rare 
occurrence in recent years, since the 
capture by Syrian government forces of 
suburbs formerly held by Sunni Islamist 
insurgents in the country’s decade-long 
conflict.

“It is a cowardly act,” Damascus po-
lice commander Maj. Gen. Hussein Ju-
maa told state TV, adding that a police 
force had cordoned off the area immedi-
ately and made sure that there were no 
more bombs. He urged people to inform 
authorities about any suspicious object 
they see.

The civil war in Syria that began in 
March 2011 has left more than 350,000 
people dead and displaced half the coun-
try’s population, including five million 
who are refugees abroad.

This report first appeared in Israel 
Hayom. HW

Syrian security forces inspect the 
site of the explosion on a bus in 
central Damascus, Oct. 20, 2021. 
Credit: Twitter/Sky News.
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