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West Cancer Center collaborates with Israeli company to
deliver new skin cancer radiotherapy

Radiation Oncologist Dr. Noam VanderWalde (3rd from right) who is
leading the study at West Cancer Center and his colleagues from West
and Alpha Tau.
Memphis, Tennessee – West Cancer
diation Therapy) treatment, as part of
Center & Research Institute (WCCRI),
Alpha Tau’s first U.S.-based feasibility
is participating in a ground-breaking
study required by the FDA.
multi-institutional clinical trial, sponAlpha DaRT™ developed by Alsored by Israeli company Alpha Tau
pha Tau Medical Ltd. (www.alphatau.
Medical Ltd. West Cancer Center is the
com), is a treatment that utilizes alpha
second site in the country to treat skin
radiation, which is highly lethal to cancancer patients with the novel Alpha
cer cells, but has been difficult to delivDaRT™ (Diffusing Alpha-Emitters Raer locally for targeting and destroying

tumors.
“This is a very exciting new technology that allows us to offer patients with
cancers that have returned after previous external beam radiation, or those
who would require very disfiguring surgeries, a chance at a cure for their skin
cancers with good cosmetic outcomes,”
said Noam VanderWalde, MD, MS, radiation oncologist, director of research
for the Department of Radiation Oncology and principal investigator of the
study at West Cancer Center. “We are
proud to be participating in this study
which could help bring this novel treatment to patients in the U.S.”
Based on results from studies outside
the U.S., published in the distinguished
International Journal for Radiation
Oncology | Biology | Physics, Alpha
DaRT™ was shown to be promising in
terms of both safety and efficacy. The
treatment was evaluated in 28 patients
with squamous cell carcinoma tumors
of the skin and head and neck and
achieved a >78% complete response
rate despite the older (median age =

80.5 years) and heavily pretreated patient population. The treatment showed
high safety with minimal local and no
systemic toxicity.
Alpha DaRT™ technology provides
multiple potential advantages for patients with primary skin cancer from
minimal morbidity to superior outcomes.
“This is another example of West
Cancer Center physicians working with
others throughout the Mid-South to care
for patients with difficult cancer diagnoses,” said Matthew Ballo, MD, FACR,
director of Radiation Oncology at
West Cancer Center. “For patients with
complex skin cancers that cannot be
treated with surgical excision, or have
already failed prior conventional radiation therapy, Alpha DaRT allows us
to collaborate with dermatologists and
Mohs surgeons to provide unparalleled
multi-disciplinary care.”
West Cancer Center is located in
Memphis, Tenn. For more information
about the WCCRI, visit westcancercenter.org or call 901.683.0055. HW

Nurse Aide Training Program returns to Memphis Jewish
Home & Rehab

MJHR Staff			

Courtesy: Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab

Thanks to a $150,000 gift from an
anonymous donor, Memphis Jewish
Home & Rehab (MJHR) is thrilled to
announce the reestablishment of its
Nurse Aide Training Program after
nearly two decades. This program will
not only offer scholarship-based postsecondary education to the Mid-South
community but will also provide graduating students with a career at the topranked nursing home facility in West
Tennessee and number three in the State
of Tennessee, according to Newsweek’s
article, Best Nursing Homes 2021.
Students will train with state-of-theart equipment in MJHR’s new $7.6M
expansion that was constructed in 2019
thanks to the support of several community donors.

The four-week program will provide
skills training in 18 different focus areas, enabling students’ mastery of requisite knowledge pertaining to residents’
rights, infection control, safety/emergency procedures, basic nursing skills,
care of the cognitively impaired, mental
health, and devices/interventions, just
to name a few. Upon completion of the
program, students will be prepared to
sit for the State certification exam with
the added bonus of employment at the
Home once certified.
The program is a welcome development in an era where staffing shortages
are plaguing the healthcare industry and
the Tennessee National Guard has been
deployed to assist several hospitals in
our area and across the state. Further,

many cannot afford the cost of traditional CNA training programs that tend
to come with a hefty price tag, leaving
access particularly out of reach in areas
with a high poverty rate such as Memphis. To address this barrier, the scholarship-based program will be offered at
no cost to individuals who are at least 18
years of age and possess a high school
diploma or GED. It is also contingent
upon successful completion of an interview for acceptance into the program
and pre-employment screening.
“We couldn’t be more pleased and excited to once again provide a nurse aide
training program at the Memphis Jewish
Home during this time of tremendous
need for additional well-trained frontline caregivers,” said Howard Hayden,
MJHR Board President. “It’s a win for
the greater Memphis community and for
the Memphis Jewish Home.”
These staffing shortages are also present at MJHR, where admissions have
been somewhat limited to ensure the
staff-to-patient ratio remains as optimal
as ever.
“We are elated that the nurse aide program has returned to Memphis Jewish
Home & Rehab,” said Kim Stevenson,
MJHR’s HR manager. “We are looking forward to transitioning students to
our employment team upon graduation.

This partnership will indeed be a ‘ray of
sunshine’ as we are currently faced with
staffing challenges.”
If there is one thing that the Home is
known for, it’s the quality of their staff
who work tirelessly to provide the highest level of care to their patients and
residents. The Home has a reputation
for being a strict workplace, where cell
phones are not permitted, punctuality is
a must, and adequate training is paramount, measures which have resulted in
the retention of an extraordinarily dedicated group of staff who take pride in
their work.
“From day one, it has been abundantly clear to me that MJHR lives up to
its reputation of enthusiastically caring
for every person who walks through
our doors,” said Kate Menke, MJHR
director of Philanthropy and Community Engagement. “We are not just
about providing excellent healthcare
but making each and every day count
for our patients and residents, who likewise spread love throughout the building. This remarkable family is not just
comprised of our patients, staff and residents, but the community members who
support us without fail every step of the
(See MJHR Page 2)
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Beit Abulafia brings cultural
icons to MJCC virtual
programs
The Memphis Jewish Community
Center is proud to offer programs on
the Kabbalistic system of Rabbi Abraham Abulafia, a 12th century Kabbalist.
The MJCC Center of Jewish Living and
Learning has partnered with Jason Caplan, who will share his experience in
breaking the code of Abulafia’s Kabbalah through modern jazz improvisation.
The virtual programs are hosted by
Shoshana Cenker, and will feature three
new guests in October, December and
January.
“We are thrilled to partner with Jason to bring his unique perspective on
music and spirituality to the community,” said Lauren Taube, director of the
Center for Jewish Living and Learning.
“His programs are filled with deep, inspiring conversation and always draw a
crowd.”
On Tues., Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m., Jason
will join in conversation with LaDonna
Brown, the director of Research and
Cultural Interpretation in the Department of Culture and Humanities for the
Chickasaw Nation. LaDonna is an expert in ancient Chickasaw life, prayers,
dance, religion, and belief system. She
also held the titles of Historic Preservation Officer and Tribal Anthropologist.
The conversation will focus on the history of the Chickasaw nation, and the
parallels with Judaism and Rabbi Abulafia’s Kabbalah.

Howard Levy will join Jason for a
conversation on December 14. Howard is an acknowledged master of the
diatonic harmonica, a superb pianist,
innovative composer, recording artist,
bandleader, teacher and producer. At
home in many musical styles, the twotime Grammy Award Winner is a favorite with audiences worldwide and a
recording artist sought after by Kenny
Loggins, Dolly Parton, Paquito D’Rivera, Styx, Donald Fagen, Paul Simon and
many others.
The program on January 24 will feature Andy Statman, who is universally
acknowledged as one of the world’s
most brilliant klezmer musicians. As
an accomplished clarinetist and mandolin player, he has recorded numerous
albums, from traditional klezmer and
bluegrass to improvisations on niggunim, mystical melodies associated with
Hassidic Judaism.
Through each of these programs, participants will learn that music creation
and speaking through music is very
easy to do and accessible. Jason will
dive deep into the Kabbalah system as a
model for melody creation, using modern jazz to decode it.
For more information on Beit Abulafia – The Kabbalah of Combinations at
the Memphis Jewish Community Center, visit www.jccmemphis.org/judaicstudies. HW

MJHR...

(Continued From Page 1)
way. Their belief in our mission along
with their financial support and volunteerism will propel us through this next
chapter.”
The Home is very excited to welcome talented newcomer Brenae Holloway, whose objective is to provide a
level of instruction that aligns with the
first-class care MJHR residents receive
while fostering exceptional growth in
her students. She says, “As the instructor for the Nurse Aide Training program, I am excited that others are going
to take their first step into healthcare. It
is my goal to encourage them to grow
individually and to develop their skills
as a nurse assistant. I look forward to
seeing the benefit the program gives
each individual and how it will benefit
our local healthcare community.”
One of the main tenets of MJHR’s
program is to provide affordable education of the highest quality to the greater
Memphis community, reaching as many
people as possible. While the majority
of students will be those attending for

free with the intent to work at the Home
post-graduation, the program will also
be offered at a low cost to other community members who would like a leg
up in the industry but cannot afford the
typical price tag of CNA programs. This
should not only benefit individuals who
are seeking employment but also those
who are currently employed at health
care facilities across the Mid-South and
would like to advance their careers.
“After nearly 20 years since the program was discontinued, I was thrilled to
hear that an anonymous donor shared
our passion and desire to be able to start
back this much needed CNA training
program,” said MJHR Executive Director Bobby Meadows. “This program
will allow applicants a pathway to a career in healthcare who otherwise may
not have chosen that pathway because
of cost. We see this being a huge benefit
to not only the patients and residents of
the Memphis Jewish Home, but a benefit to the entire healthcare system and
therefore a value to all the citizens that
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Memphis Candlelighting Time
Erev Shabbat, Fri. October 8, 2021 / 2 Cheshvan, 5782...................6:03 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. October 9, 2021 / 3 Cheshvan, 5782 ....................... 6:58 p.m.
Weekly Torah Portion: Noach

utilize healthcare in Memphis and Shelby County in the future.”
Keeping in mind other barriers to education, such the struggle of juggling
school with one or more jobs, the course
was designed to ensure a high success
rate among its students while retaining
strict standards for course completion.
While the State’s minimum number of
training hours for a nurse aide training program is 75 hours, MJHR’s program will consist of 124 total program
hours split between in-person classroom
learning and direct care clinical instruction. Students must meet the 75-hour
minimum training hours requirement in

Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan
Broker, GRI, RENE, MMDC, CRS
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order to successfully complete the program. Upon completion and satisfaction
of all requisite hours, a certificate will
be presented to the student. In addition,
their hours and paperwork will be submitted to the State to reserve their seat
for the Certification exam.
Grant funding for post-secondary education of this nature has become scarce
as several foundations have weakened
budgets from the pandemic. As a result,
most have tightened their focus to be on
K-12 education with postsecondary education falling to the wayside. The current grant has funded the start-up period
as well as the first year of program implementation, during which 100 to 200
students are expected for admission. If
program evaluation results demonstrate
viability at the one-year mark, additional funding will be sought for the program’s continuance in future years, at
an estimated cost of $81,000 per year. In
a deeply generous move by the current
donor, they have tentatively agreed to
support multiple years of the program if
it proves to be successful and alternate
funding cannot be secured. Through
their kindness and heartfelt assistance,
which resembles that of all supporters
of the Home, tangible differences can
be made in the lives of countless Memphians. HW

CORRECTION

We are very sorry to have misprinted
the name of bride-to-be Rachel Winestone in the Sept. 30 edition. Please see
the corrected version on page 5.

hebrewwatchman.com

|

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

OCTOBER 7, 2021

Kustoff applauds Ford Motor
Company’s $5.6 billion
investment in the Memphis
regional megasite
WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman
David Kustoff (TN-08) commended
Governor Bill Lee’s effort following
Ford Motor Company’s announcement
that they have selected the Memphis
Regional Megasite for one of the largest battery and vehicle manufacturing
campuses in the United States. Ford and
SK Innovation will invest $5.6 billion to
build a 3,600-acre mega campus called
Blue Oval City on the Memphis Regional Megasite, where production of next
generation all-electric F-Series trucks
will begin in 2025. This investment,
which is the largest in the state’s history,
will result in the creation of 5,800 new
jobs in West Tennessee. Further, this
project is anticipated to contribute $3.5
billion each year to Tennessee’s gross

state product.
“Today is a truly remarkable day for
West Tennessee and the entire region.
Ford’s investment in the Megasite will
bring in thousands of jobs and will reshape West Tennessee’s economy for
generations to come. I would like to
thank Governor Bill Lee and his economic development team for their hard
work in securing this investment. Ford’s
commitment demonstrates its confidence in West Tennessee, Governor Bill
Lee and his leadership, as well as the
economic opportunity of the Memphis
Regional Megasite. I look forward to
working with Ford and Governor Lee to
ensure West Tennessee is a leader in our
nation’s automotive industry,” said Rep.
Kustoff. HW

|

PAGE 3

Congressman Cohen applauds
National Institutes of Health on
new guidance on monoclonal
antibody treatment for COVID
patients
WASHINGTON – Congressman
Steve Cohen (TN-09) applauded a decision by the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) to change its guidance on the
use of monoclonal antibodies to treat
COVID-19 patients in line with recommendations he made in a letter to President Biden last week.
Congressman Cohen urged the president not to prioritize those who have
not been vaccinated over the vaccinated for the monoclonal antibody therapy.
On its website, updated last weekend,
the NIH now recommends:

“For people who develop COVID-19
after receiving SARS-CoV-2 vaccination, prior vaccination should not affect
treatment decisions, including the use of
and timing of treatment with monoclonal antibodies.”
Congressman Cohen reacted to the
change in a statement:
“I am pleased that the NIH has updated its guidance so that the unvaccinated and vaccinated are each treated with
the appropriate medical intervention.
This is the right policy. People should
be treated with antibodies regardless of
their vaccination status.” HW

Hezbollah says its operatives
downed IDF drone

Congressman Cohen votes
to advance Marijuana
Opportunity Reinvestment and
Expungement (MORE) Act

(JNS) – The Hezbollah terrorist organization said its operatives downed
an Israel Defense Forces’ drone on the
Lebanese-Israeli border last Thursday.
According to a statement by the organizations, “fighters from the Islamic
resistance succeeded in bringing down
an IDF drone in Wadi Marimin by attacking it,” reported Israel’s Kan news.
The incident occurred in the western
sector of the border. The IDF said it
was investigating the circumstances of

WASHINGTON – Congressman
Steve Cohen (TN-09), a senior member of the Judiciary Committee, spoke
in favor of and voted to advance the
Marijuana Opportunity Reinvestment
and Expungement (MORE) Act from
the Committee to a House floor vote.
The measure removes cannabis from
the list of federal controlled substances,
raises revenue from sales to reinvest in
communities disproportionately harmed
by the war on drugs and expunges the

the incident.
On Aug. 11, the IDF downed a drone
likely operated by Hezbollah as it infiltrated Israeli airspace.
The IDF said a day after the incident
that the drone “was monitored” by the
military “throughout the incident.”
Hezbollah possesses a fleet of Iranian-made military drones that it
received from smuggling efforts in
recent years, according to multiple assessments. HW

Thanks to all my clients and friends for making this happen!

records of federal criminal marijuana
offenses.
In his remarks at the committee mark
up, Congressman Cohen said in part:
“The bottom line is that the war on
drugs was a failure and marijuana is less
harmful to our society than alcohol, by
far, and nicotine and it should not be a
Schedule 1 drug and never should have
been a Schedule 1 drug. It was only put
there years ago because of antiquated
thinking, if you call it thinking, to try
to get people angered and direct their
anger at Latinas, Latinos and African
Americans and, later, at white hippies…
who opposed the war in Vietnam….
“They found a way to criminalize
marijuana in such a way people looked
at it as just something musicians did,
African American musicians, jazz musicians, Hispanics did and then, later,
white hippies did. They tried to disenfranchise them, take away their rights
by convicting them, putting them in jail
and they were fodder for a criminal justice system gone astray…
“Americans have the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and
people who are smoking marijuana, part
of what they’re doing is the pursuit of
happiness. For the government to put
them in jail and take away their rights –
they can’t get food stamps, can’t get college scholarships because of marijuana
convictions – that’s absurd, just totally
absurd. This bill is an effort in the right
direction.”
Congressman Cohen is a cosponsor of
the MORE Act. HW

MOVING?

Please let us know
before you go!

And, remember…

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!
REALTOR Emeritus*

*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors
for 40 Years of Service.

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

It’s Easy...

info@HebrewWatchman.com

901.763.2215
or
P.O. Box 770846
Memphis, TN
38177-0846
Thank you for your
cooperation!

PAGE 4

|

OCTOBER 7, 2021

Point • Counterpoint

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN

Kamala Harris ‘strongly
disagrees’ with student who
said Israel was carrying out
ethnic genocide
By Ron Kampeas

U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris addresses students at George Mason
University in Virginia, Sept. 28, 2021. Source: YouTube/Screenshot.
(Israel Hayom via JNS) – U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris has come under fire for not condemning a student
who accused the government of facilitating the “ethnic genocide” of Palestinians.
Harris’s exchange with the student
took place last Tuesday at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va. In a video
of the event, Harris is seen nodding as
the female student lambasted the U.S.
for its support of its allies in the Middle
East.
“I see that over the summer there have
been, like, protests and demonstrations
in astronomical numbers,” said the student, who identified herself as half-Iranian, half-Yemeni, referring to Palestinian protests during Israel’s 11-day
conflict with the Hamas terrorist organization in Gaza in May.
“Just a few days ago, there were funds
allocated to continue backing Israel,
which hurts my heart because it’s ethnic
genocide and displacement of people
– the same that happened in America,
and I’m sure you’re aware of this,” the
student continued, referring to the special budget passed by the U.S. House of
Representatives to support Israel’s Iron
Dome missile-defense system, blaming
this and other such measures for “inflaming Israel and backing Saudi Arabia
and what-not.”
Harris did not directly address the
above accusations but said she was

hebrewwatchman.com

Editor’s note: These two articles were released after Vice President
Kamala Harris addressed students at George Mason University

Kamala Harris praises student
for expressing her ‘truth’ in
anti-Israel rant

By Dean Shmuel Elmas

|

“glad” that the student wasn’t afraid to
come forward with her grievances.
“This is about the fact that your voice,
your perspective, your experience, your
truth, should not be suppressed, and it
must be heard, right? And one of the
things we’re fighting for in a democracy, right?” she said.
“Our goal should be unity, but not
uniformity, right?” continued the vice
president. “Unity should never be at the
expense of telling anyone personally
that, for the sake of unity, ‘Oh, you be
quiet about that thing; you suppress that
thing. Let’s not deal with that thing.’
That’s not unity. True unity is everyone
in that room has a voice.”
Harris then reiterated that pluralism
should be cherished, though didn’t dispute accusations of genocide.
“The point that you are making about
policy that relates to Middle East policy, foreign policy: We still have healthy
debates in our country about what is the
right path, and nobody’s voice should be
suppressed on that,” she said.
Harris’s nodding gestures and decision to let the anti-Israel comments on
genocide go unopposed led to an online
backlash.
“Kamala Harris supports a student
who accuses Israel of ethnic genocide –
there goes Kamala doing what she does
best – supporting terrorists and insulting
allies,” one critic tweeted.
This report first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW

Stabbing thwarted in Jerusalem’s
Old City; terrorist neutralized

Police near the scene of an attempted stabbing in Jerusalem’s Old City,
on Sept. 10, 2021. Credit: Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90.
(JNS) – Israeli security forces thwartForces units were fired upon after ened a terror attack in Jerusalem’s Old
tering the village of Burqin, to the west
City last Thursday morning, according
of Jenin in northern Samaria, to search
to the Israel Police.
for illegal weapons, according to police.
A 30-year-old woman approached
Undercover Border Police operatives
police officers stationed near the Temneutralized the shooter and seized the
ple Mount’s Chain Gate and attempted
weapon used in the attack.
to stab them, the Israel Police said in a
There were no Israeli casualties restatement. The officers opened fire, neuported in either incident.
tralizing her.
The incident was the second in BurIn a separate incident just hours earqin last week. Last Sunday, two soldiers
lier, Border Police and Israel Defense
from the IDF’s elite Duvdevan unit were

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Vice President Kamala Harris “strongly disagrees”
with a university student who told her
that Israel was carrying out “ethnic
genocide,” her office said, pushing back
against claims that she encouraged the
student’s view.
“Throughout her career, the Vice
President has been unwavering in her
commitment to Israel and to Israel’s security,” Harris’s spokeswoman, Symone
Sanders, said last Friday in a statement
to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
“While visiting George Mason University to discuss voting rights, a student
voiced a personal opinion during a political science class. The Vice President
strongly disagrees with the student’s
characterization of Israel.”
Harris had reached out to Jewish organizations after sustaining criticism from
Republicans and some Jewish communal figures for not correcting the student
during a visit to a political science class.
Harris was on the campus last Tuesday
to attend a voting rights rally.
Harris spoke for about 15 minutes to
the class about the importance of organizing and making one’s voice heard,
tying it to Democratic Party efforts to
push back against a spate of laws in Republican-led states that add restrictions
to voting.
“Your vote is an expression of your
voice, and we should never support anything that would stifle a person’s voice,”
Harris said.
She took questions, and one woman,
who said she was Yemeni and Iranian,
challenged Harris’ claim that speaking
out brings change.
“You brought up how the power of
the people and demonstrations and organizing is very valuable in America,
but I see that over the summer there
have been protests and demonstrations
in astronomical numbers standing with
Palestine,” she said. “But then just a
few days ago there were funds allocated
to continue backing Israel, which hurts
my heart because it’s ethnic genocide
and displacement of people, the same
that happened in America, and I’m sure
you’re aware of this.”
The woman appeared to be referring
to protests in May during Israel’s conflict with Gaza, and then to the U.S.
House of Representatives’ overwhelming approval last week of $1 billion to
replenish Israel’s Iron Dome anti-missile system, which was depleted during
the conflict.
“The people have spoken very often
of what they do need and I feel there is a
lack of listening,” the student said.
Harris said she was glad the student
spoke up, saying, “your voice, your perspective, your experience, your truth
should not be suppressed.”
The Vice President then pushed back

against the student’s argument that expressing opinions in America was fruitless.
“The point that you are making about
policy that relates to Middle East policy, foreign policy, we still have healthy
debates in our country about what is the
right path, and nobody’s voice should be
suppressed on that,” she said.
Harris said that organizing and voting were effective means of making
one’s voice heard, casting the students’
views as part of a broader debate. “Our
goal should be unity, but not uniformity,
right?” she said. “Unity should never be
at the expense of telling anyone personally that, for the sake of unity, ‘Oh, you
be quiet about that thing. You suppress
that thing. Let’s not deal with that thing.’
That’s not unity. True unity is everyone
in that room has a voice.”
The Republican National Committee
posted an excerpt of the exchange, cutting off at where Harris said, “your truth
should not be suppressed.”
“Kamala Harris nods as student accuses Israel of ‘ethnic genocide’: ‘your
truth cannot be suppressed,’” the RNC
said in a tweet. The Republican Coalition called the exchange “disgraceful.”
Fox News headlined a story, “Kamala
Harris applauds student, who accused
Israel of ‘ethnic genocide,’ for speaking
‘your truth.’”
Rabbi David Wolpe of Sinai Temple
in Los Angeles, in Harris’ home state of
California, chided her on Twitter.
“Madame Vice President, the idea that
Israel has committed genocide against
the Palestinians is not someone’s truth,
it is someone’s lie, whether they know
it or not,” he said. “And it is pernicious,
destructive and should not be elided or
ignored by the highest officials in the
land.”
Harris’s office reached out to at least
two pro-Israel organizations in the wake
of the controversy.
“The Biden-Harris Administration, as
well as President Biden and Vice President Harris personally, have exemplary
pro-Israel records, for which we are immensely grateful,” Mark Mellman, the
president of the Democratic Majority
for Israel, said in a statement. “We were
pleased Vice President Harris’s senior
staff reached out to us today to confirm
what we already knew: Her ‘commitment
to Israel’s security is ironclad,’ and she
‘strongly disagrees with the George Mason student’s characterization of Israel.’”
Anti-Defamation League CEO Jonathan Greenblatt weighed in on Twitter.
“Just spoke with @VP office,” he
said. “Glad to hear her confirm she is
proud of her record supporting #Israel,
and knows claim it is committing ‘ethnic genocide’ is patently false. Looking
fwd to a clearing of the record so there’s
no ambiguity that what that student said
was hateful/wrong.” HW

wounded, one critically, in a gunfight
that erupted in Burqin during an arrest
raid.
At least four terrorists were killed in
what the IDF described as heavy exchanges of fire in five separate incidents
across Judea and Samaria last Sunday.
IDF forces came under fire in the village
of Beit Anan, northwest of Ramallah, as
well, but managed to make arrests de-

spite the assault. Another terrorist was
apprehended in a raid in Kafr Dan, north
of Jenin, without incident. Three others
were killed in a clash near Mount Hadar.
According to Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett, the terrorists had been
planning an “imminent” attack.
“The soldiers and commanders acted
as we expected them to and have our
full backing,” he said. HW
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Bat Mitzvah

Meredith Lily Epstein, daughter of Leslie and Jonathan Epstein, celebrated her
bat mitzvah on Saturday morning, September 25 at Beth Sholom Synagogue.
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz officiated at the
service. To mark the occasion, Meredith lead Shachrit, Hallel, read from the
Torah, chanted her Haftorah, davened
Musaf and delivered a D’var Torah to
the congregation.
Meredith is in the eighth grade at Riverdale Middle School where she is a member of the honors choir and the cheerleading team. Meredith attends Camp Sabra in
Rocky Mount, Missouri, and completed
her sixth summer there this year.
Meredith is the granddaughter of Miriam and the late Dr. Eugene Epstein and
Sam Brenner and the late Melissa Fine
Brenner. HW
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Mazel Tov

Meredith Lily Epstein

Meet Memphis BBYOer
I’m super excited to hear that The Hebrew Watchman is working with Zoe to
promote BBYO in Memphis! When I
moved over halfway across the country
from New York to Memphis, my mom
signed me up for BBYO as a way to
assimilate myself into the community
and make new friends. From the start,
the upperclassmen welcomed me with
open arms and showed me the ropes
of BBYO. And I cannot wait to be able
to do the same as a senior on regional
board for Delta this year! It is truly a
come-full-circle moment! HW

Evan Schrier

Sarah Sherman, the latest Jewish
actor on ‘SNL,’ compares her dad
to Adam Sandler in ‘Uncut Gems’

man, follows Sandler’s Howard Ratner
character to Long Island, where his estranged family lives.
“Jewish guilt is more like my dad,
who’s very Howard Ratner… He’s always calling me up on a High Holiday:
‘Did you go to shul?’ I’m like, ‘No.’
And he always says, ‘Just remember, 6
million in the oven, that’s all I’m gonna
say.’ That’s Jewish guilt,” Sherman said.
This season of “Saturday Night Live”
premiered Saturday, Oct. 2. HW

Rachel Winestone and Noam Liss
On Thursday, October 14, Rachel
Rachel and Noam met during their gap
Sarah Winestone and Noam Chaim Liss
year in Israel. They both graduated from
will marry at Memphis Botanic Garden.
the Yeshiva University. Rachel is a paraleRachel is the daughter of Amy and Dagal at Erwin and Marcus P.C. in New York
vid Winestone. She is the granddaughter
City. Noam is a consultant with Carleton
of Ted and Jocelyn Winestone and the
Energy Consulting of New York City.
late Tillaya Lusky, and Hermine Salky
Rabbi Levi Klein of Chabad Lubavitch
and the late Bennie Salky. Noam is the
will officiate the ceremony with Cantor
son of Mindy and Marty Liss and the
Ricky Kampf of Baron Hirsch Congrandson of Mae Liss and the late Melgregation. The couple will live in New
vin Liss, and Paula and Arnie Dubrow.
York City after the wedding. HW
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Sarah Sherman in a video posted
to YouTube that she claims was
a “Saturday Night Live” audition.
Credit: Screen shot

By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – “Saturday Night Live” announced that Jewish comedian Sarah
Sherman will be joining its cast for its
upcoming 47th season.
Sherman’s stage name is Sarah
Squirm, a reference to her grotesque,
R-rated live “Helltrap Nightmare” comedy shows in Chicago.
In a 2020 interview with Vice, Sherman opened up – in humorous fashion
– about her Jewish background formed
in “Jewish Long Island,” and called herself a “f***ing freaky Jewish woman.”
“My phone number says ‘Garden City,’
and that bothers me. I’m from really Jewish Long Island, and Garden City is really Catholic Long Island, so that’s where
I draw the line,” Sherman said. “It’s like,
can my area code really reflect that I sort
of live in [the world of] ‘Uncut Gems’?”
“Uncut Gems,” the 2019 film starring Adam Sandler as an unhinged
Jewish Diamond District business-
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Contact Us
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As Fire Prevention Week™ approaches, Tennessee Fire
Departments and State Farm® remind residents to “Learn the
Sounds of Fire Safety™”
Over 120 fire departments across the
state of Tennessee are teaming up with
their local State Farm agents and the
National Fire Protection Association®
(NFPA®) to promote this year’s Fire
Prevention Week campaign, “Learn the
Sounds of Fire Safety.”
This year’s campaign, October 3-9,
works to educate everyone about simple but important actions they can take
to keep themselves and those around
them safe.
“What do the sounds mean? Is there
a beep or a chirp coming out of your

smoke or carbon monoxide alarm?
Knowing the difference can save you,
your home, and your family,” said Lorraine Carli, vice-president of outreach
and advocacy at NFPA.
Fire departments and local State
Farm agents encourage all residents to
embrace the 2021 Fire Prevention Week
theme. Over 120 agents across the state
donated a Fire Prevention Week kit to
their local fire department, which included posters, promotional items,
magnets and children’s activities.
“It’s important to learn the different

New infographic on driving
dangers of fall: highlights the Most
Dangerous Cities to Drive in the
U.S.
GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA –
Autumn is here, but hidden among the
fallen leaves is a plethora of seasonal
driving hazards that pose a risk to unaware drivers.
Teletrac Navman, a leading global
mobile asset and fleet management software provider, has created an infographic containing tips on these seasonal dangers, including a breakdown of the top
10 U.S. cities with the highest rate of
fatal car collisions in the fall.
Between the colder weather, falling
leaves and receding sunlight, fall ushers
in many unique conditions that make for
potentially deadly driving conditions.
For instance, leaves on the road – wet
from seasonal rain – can be as slick
as ice. The colder weather also means
that tires lose pressure faster, leading to
more accidents caused by underinflated
tires. Fall also hosts Halloween, when
children’s costumes hamper their vision
while also making them harder to see on
the road while trick-or-treating.
Some cities have had deadlier autumns than others. According to the
data, the cities with the highest fall fatality rates for car collisions are:

1. Jackson, Miss.
2. Glendale, AZ
3. Tucson, Ariz.
4. Kansas City, Mo.
5. Memphis, Tenn.
6. Albuquerque, N.M.
7. Aurora, Colo.
8. Jacksonville, Fla.
9. Nashville, Tenn.
10. Louisville, Ky.
The top three cities far exceed the national average of 2.65 fatal collisions per
100,000 residents, with Tucson at 7.2,
Glendale at 7.99 and Jackson at 9.62 –
nearly four times the national average.
“Overall, fall may not have as many
fatalities as other seasons, but there are
still many unique dangers,” said Ben
Williams, director of digital and central marketing at Teletrac Navman. “We
urge our customers and everyone else
on the road to be aware of these hazards
and take proactive steps to mitigate the
risks they pose.”
Over the next year, Teletrac Navman
will be releasing an infographic each
season highlighting the dangers for that
time of year, along with tips to help
drivers stay safe on the road. HW

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A

DAT T E L

R E A LT Y

be changed.
• All smoke alarms must be replaced
after 10 years.
• Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means the alarm
is at the end of its life and the unit must
be replaced.
• Make sure your smoke and CO
alarms meet the needs of all your family
members, including those with sensory
or physical disabilities.
For more general information about
Fire Prevention Week and fire prevention in general, visit www.fpw.org. HW

IAEA: Iran reneges on agreement to let
nuclear inspectors service monitoring
equipment
(JNS) – Iran broke an agreement
to allow International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) inspectors to maintain
monitoring equipment at Iranian nuclear
sites, the U.N. nuclear watchdog agency
said last Sunday.
IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi
“stresses that Iran’s decision not to allow agency access to the TESA Karaj
centrifuge component manufacturing
workshop is contrary to the agreed
terms of the joint statement issued on
12 September,” the IAEA said in a statement, Reuters reported.
Grossi met with the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI) Mohammad Eslami in Tehran on Sept. 12 where it was agreed
to allow the IAEA to reset monitoring
equipment and replace memory cards
in surveillance equipment at Iranian

nuclear sites.
Iran allowed IAEA inspectors to do so
“at all necessary locations in Iran with
the exception of the centrifuge component manufacturing workshop at the
TESA Karaj complex,” last Sunday’s
IAEA statement said.
Iran’s envoy to IAEA Kazem Gharibabadi tweeted last Monday that the
TESA Karaj complex doesn’t fall under
the agreement.
“During the discussions in Tehran &
Vienna, Iran indicated that since Tessa
Karaj Complex is still under security
and judicial investigations, equipment
related to this Complex are not included
for servicing,” he said.
“Therefore, DG’s [director-general’s]
report on Sep 26 isn’t accurate and goes
beyond the agreed terms,” of the Sept.
12 agreement, he said. HW

View every listing
in Memphis on
our website.

PROPERTY
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901-685-8020
505 South Perkins Rd.
In the Heart of East Memphis

sounds of smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms,” said Carli. “When an alarm
makes noise – a beeping sound or a
chirping sound – you must take action!
Make sure everyone in the home understands the sounds of the alarms and
knows how to respond.”
The following safety tips will help
you “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety”:
• A continuous set of three loud beeps
– beep, beep, beep – means smoke or
fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.
• A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low and must

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com
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Principal Broker/Owner
901-461-8791
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After 25 years, iconic He’Brew beer shuts off the tap
By Alix Wall

Reprinted with permission Forward.
Jeremy Cowan, who launched
He’Brew beer in San Francisco in 1996,
has decided to close the spigot on the
brand that brought high-quality craft
beer – and innumerable Jewish puns –
to weddings, bar mitzvahs and liquor
stores around the country.
Cowan has been the face of He’Brew
and its Shmaltz Brewing Company –
the only identifiably Jewish brewing
company in the country – for 25 years,
nearly half his life. Now, he said, “is a
great time to put a bow on it and have
our grand finale.”
Cowan announced the end of Shmaltz
Brewing Company last week by naming the company’s final brew, “Exodus
2021” – a barleywine ale, brewed with
date, pomegranate, fig and grapes.
“There are things you have to do to
build a beer brand, like drive around
and ask people to buy it over and over,”
Cowan told the Forward. “I’ve covered
most of the country at some point or
other. Especially coming out of COVID,
when we couldn’t do that, the prospect
of being a door-to-door salesman is a
lot less compelling, and I feel I’ve accomplished more than I ever imagined
possible.”
Cowan was a 26-year-old Stanford
graduate with a love for beer when he
started the company in the Bay Area. As
the oft-told story goes, Schmaltz started when a group of his friends were
making puns while drinking beer. Thus,
“He-Brew.”
Jews always gravitated to the brand
for its cheeky puns. Calling itself “The

He’Brew founder Jeremy Cowan
with silan, an ingredient in
“Exodus 2021,” his final beer.
Courtesy of Jeremy Cowan
Chosen Beer,” it used taglines like
“Don’t Pass Out, Passover,” and its
brews all had super-Jew-y names like
“Genesis Ale,” and “Messiah Bold.”
Last year, it released one of several
“She’Brews,” an “RBG IPA” described
as a milkshake India pale ale brewed
with raspberry, blueberry and grapefruit, in honor of Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
“When I first started, we were breaking down stereotypes every single day,”
he said, noting that a common one he
heard was “Jews don’t drink beer.” His
retort would be, “My dad’s Jewish fraternity at Berkeley drank just as much
beer as its neighbors.”
He began schlepping his first batch of

DEADLINES FOR
STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAYS AT NOON.
WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR
STORIES IN ADVANCE.

The Best and Most Reliable
Attendant in the world
Avis Wilson 901-650-5333
References available
Rochelle Wiener
901-767-5298
Commercial / Business Insurance
You have spent years building your business
Protect your investment with a robust insurance package

HOW CAN I HELP YOU TODAY?
(901) 202-8648 Direct
(901) 335-8709 Mobile
aboshwit@irmllc.com
www.irmllc.com

100 cases in his grandmother’s Volvo,
introducing it and selling it around the
Bay Area. He moved to New York in the
early years, and much later, opened a
brewery upstate, 518 Craft, that brewed
He’Brew along with another brand he
founded, and eventually, it did contract
brewing for other brands, too.
There were 700 craft breweries around
the country when Cowan launched
He’Brew. Today there are 10,000.
Speaking of the brewery overall, he
said, “We were the second largest in
the region and one of the top 200 in the
country, in terms of volume,” he said.
Now with the presence of microbreweries “on every corner in every town,”
the idea of a niche brand being made in
one place, “where you’d sell a little bit
of it a lot of places, but not a lot of it
anywhere,” doesn’t make much financial sense, he said.
Cowan said every era there comes
new, hip Jewishly identified products,
like Heeb Magazine from the early
aughts, but the challenge is making
money when the market for such products is so small.
“As far as Jewish products go, there’s
only a certain sized market for them, unless you can cross over and make more
of the mainstream get really enthused
about your Jewishness,” he said.
He’Brew made an oversized mark on
the culture, being served at the White
House during three different administrations, appearing in an episode
of “Friends,” and on many other TV
shows. Cowan also wrote a book: “Craft
Beer Bar Mitzvah: How it Took 13
Years, Extreme Jewish Brewing & Cir-

There were 700 craft
breweries around
the country when
Cowan launched
He’Brew. Today there
are 10,000.
cus Sideshow Freaks to Make Shmaltz
Breaking Co. an International Success.”
Cowan has always been involved in
other businesses at the same time as
He’Brew, so not too much will change
in his day-to-day life.
Still the owner of a craft brew store
and tasting room in New York City, Alphabet City Beer Co, and 518, a brewery in upstate New York, he said he is
happy the closing of He’Brew won’t
mean the loss of any of his employees,
and feels on solid footing having come
through the worst part of the pandemic.
He’ll also do more consulting in strategy, sales, marketing and business development, all of which he had already
been doing.
While he said he would be open to the
idea of selling it if the right buyer came
along, it wasn’t something he pursued.
“If someone came out of the woodwork, whether it be a Jewish deli or a
couple of young people who just got off
Birthright and wanted to get involved,
craft beer is still a fun, sexy and meaningful industry to be in, but I’m at a
place where this is the right decision for
me, and I’m excited to open up new opportunities.” HW
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Maj. Gen. Gholam Ali Rashid, the head of Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiyah Central
Headquarters. Credit: Tehran Times.
(MEMRI via JNS) – The head of
the general command of the armed forcIran’s Khatam al-Anbiyah Central
es and of the Defense Ministry, I have
Headquarters said in a recent interview
assembled for you six armies outside of
that Iran had created six armies outside
Iran’s territory, and I have created a corthe country’s borders, in a “corridor”
ridor, 1,500 kilometers [932 miles] long
stretching from Iran all the way to the
and 1,000 kilometers [621 miles] wide,
Mediterranean Sea.
all the way to the shores of the MediterSpeaking at a ceremony commemranean Sea.”
orating the Iran-Iraq war that aired on
In this corridor, said Rashid, “there
Iran’s IRINN television on Sept. 25,
are six religiously devout and popular
Maj. Gen. Gholam Ali Rashid said that
divisions. Any enemy that decides to
these armies, among them Hamas and
fight against the Islamic Revolution,
Hezbollah, deterred the enemies of the
and against the sacred regime of the IsIslamic Republic, in particular the Unitlamic Republic of Iran, will have to go
ed States and Israel.
through these six armies. It won’t be
Rashid, who previously served as the
able to do so.”
deputy chief of the Iranian armed forcOne of these armies is in Lebanon,
es’ General Staff, said that while in the
said Rashid, and is called Hezbollah.
1980s Iran had lacked defense alliances
“Another army is in Palestine, and it
with other countries, “We have changed
is called Hamas and the Islamic Jihad.
this now by connecting with other naOne army is in Syria. Another army is
tions and some governments, thus creatin Iraq, and is called the PMU [Popular
ing popular, religiously devout regional
Mobilization Units], and another army
forces.”
is in Yemen, and is called Ansar Allah
According to Rashid, three months
[the Houthis],” he added.
before being killed in Iraq by the UnitThe anger of the United States and
ed States, Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani,
“the Zionist regime” with regard to Iran
commander of the Islamic Revolutionstemmed from their realization that the
ary Guard Corps’ Quds Force, had atIslamic Republic possesses not only a
tended a meeting of the Khatam al-Al“powerful” conventional armed force,
anbiya HQ with the commanders of the
prepared to defend the country from
armed forces.
within, but also this “regional force”
At that meeting, said Rashid, Soleioutside Iranian territory.
mani had told the commanders: “My
This is an edited version of an article
dear [comrades], with the backing of the
first published by the Middle East MeIRGC command, the army command,
dia Research Institute. HW
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OBITUARIES
Russell Edgar Haas

Russell Edgar Haas, of Germantown,
Tennessee, passed away September 23,
2021. A devoted husband and father, he
leaves his wife, Sheri Babcock Haas,
son Sami N. Haas (Shelby McMillian)
and beloved friends both in Memphis
and in Florida. He also leaves his uncle, Curt Ward, and very dear nieces
and nephew. He was predeceased by
his mother, Helen Weill Haas, sister
Nancy Briggs, and stepfather Marcus
Loeb Haas, and father, Edgar Cyrus
Haas, Jr.
Russell lived life well in spite of illness and used his love and desire of
hunting, golfing and being with family
and friends to battle through his significant medical challenges. He remained
enthusiastic and retained his sense of
humor and love of living throughout.
He had a passion for watches, guns
and loved to shop – for anything, roadside flea markets, antiques, luxury
items, it didn’t matter as long as he was
in the mix and on the hunt. He viewed
flea market treasures with the same enthusiasm and scrutiny as fine cherished
antiquities. He was also a lover of cars
and connoisseur of southern fried chicken. But mainly, his joy and comfort was
always his family.
Russell was a lifelong member of

Temple Israel, Ridgeway County Club
and a native Memphian. He served on
various boards throughout his life and
was involved in United Way, American Heart Association and volunteered
annually to coordinate traffic flow for
the annual Youth Villages 5K. He was a
graduate of White Station High School,
attended University of Tennessee Knoxville where he was a walk-on Baseball
Tennessee Vol. He graduated with a
Bachelor of Business Administration
from University of Memphis. He was
also a graduate of Stanford University’s
Executive Business Program.
His many passions included his career
at Sealy Mattress Manufacturing Company of Memphis, started by his late
grandfather Edgar C. Haas, Sr. as Slumber Products, which served the Memphis and Mid-South area since the 1930s
and for over 55 years. Russell worked
his way up the ranks and retired at its
helm. He took great pride in this Memphis institution and the role he played in
its success.
Through this Sealy family, he would
be the beneficiary of many lifelong
friendships that have weathered the test
of time and distance. He was a Germantown Reserve police officer for over
five years and many will remember
Russell as a realtor with Prudential Collins Maury now Coldwell Banker Collins-Maury Realtors. He was a longtime
member of MAAR and a member of the
MultiMillion Dollar Club. Real estate
sales served as a successful and rewarding second career, again creating and
sustaining many important friendships
along the way.
A private graveside service was held
at Temple Israel Cemetery on Monday,
October 4, 2021.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, a donation may be made to American
Diabetes Association, MIFA or a charity
of the donor’s choice. Messages of condolence may be sent to the Haas Family
at RussellHaasFamily@gmail.com HW
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Marilyn Jean Iskiwitz Califf

Marilyn Jean Iskiwitz died peacefully
in her home on Friday, September 24,
2021, at 89 years young. She was born
in Memphis on April 27, 1932.
Marilyn began her career as an artist
in the 8th grade, winning a fire prevention contest with an original poster. As
a child, she knew she was an artist and
always had a camera, taking pictures of
family and friends. She wrote and acted
in school theatre and musical reviews,
painted, and drew to express herself all
through high school at Central, graduating in 1950. But she was always the type
of woman that wanted it all.
She married the love of her life, Leon
Califf in 1953. He encouraged her to
continue to create art but took a break
to give birth to two lovely children,
Randy Califf of Florida, and Tess Bear
of Memphis. With two small children
and a house to run, she could only take
art classes one day a week. Once her
children were in school, she submitted
a portfolio to the Memphis College of
Art and was accepted. Thus began her
career as a student from 1962-1970. In
1970, Marilyn found an antique quilt,
which launched her career as The Quilt
Lady with a retail store on Summer Ave.
The quilt store was a family endeavor,
with the children running the printing
press and her husband coming in on

weekends to do the accounting, freeing
Marilyn to design and teach and author
several books on quilting.
Throughout the years, Marilyn has
had 18 one-woman shows, which included 15 invitational exhibitions of
paintings, drawings and photography.
She won a purchase prize in Nashville
at the Tennessee Art Museum, which is
now in their permanent collection and
at the 13th Annual Mid-South Exhibition at Brooks Museum. Marilyn has
been a juror for the Mid-South Fair,
Quilts Division. In 1975, the Memphis Chamber of Commerce awarded
Marilyn a medal in the “Outstanding
Women Who Work, Arts Category.”
Her oil painting, “The Blue Chair” and
a photograph “Yellowstone Falls” were
reproduced as the covers of regional
and national magazines. Marilyn is in
the Who’s Who of American Women
and Who’s Who in American Art. She
has taken award winning photographs
in Beale Street as well as Jerusalem,
Israel.
She created mosaics together with
Barbara Shankman, which hang at the
Baron Hirsch Synagogue and the Margolin Hebrew Academy (2). The mosaic
that was designed for the Memphis Jewish Community Center was removed
and was placed in storage when the
Center was remodeled.
At the end of her art career, Marilyn
became nearly blind, but art was in her
bones, so she continued to paint every
day and created three-dimensional pieces that she could feel with her fingers.
Marilyn was preceded in death by her
parents, Esther and Leonard Iskiwitz,
and her husband, Leon. She leaves her
two children Randy (Rebecca) and Tess
(Michael) and grandchildren, Elliott
Califf (Rachel) of Chicago, Ill., Aaron
Califf (Jessica) of Plantation, Fla., Esther Jaffa of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Clayton Fruitticher of Memphis and Michael
Fruitticher, JR., of Jackson, Tenn. She
also leaves great-grandchildren, Aidan,
Jacob, Sam, Noa and George. HW
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Culinary Jews – People of the kitchen
Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

We Jews are often called the “People
of the Book.” But our detractors call us
the People of the Kitchen. I consider that
a compliment. Even our courting habits
are affected. “Hey, can you cook?” asks
the potential groom. This was not a frivolous question. “You oughta taste my
matzoh balls,” replies the hopeful bride.
When I first married, my mama would
smuggle breaded veal chops wrapped in
the morning paper into our honeymoon
cottage. Her firstborn – me – might
starve under the culinary influence of
the new bride. In those years it wasn’t
money hungry grooms – gold diggers –
that posed a threat, but the seeker not of
money, social status, or even love – but

of a life-long chef devoted to her kitchen
and the nourishment of her legal spouse.
We do practice a menu different from
our Christian friends. It must go back
3000 years when we were ordered by
the strong hand and outstretched arm
of our Deliverer to segregate ourselves
from those pagan Canaanites who worshipped wrong and cooked wrong, too.
If our rules banned pork and cheeseburgers, you couldn’t frolic with them
at the riverside picnic. It was a great obstacle – very effective.
Of course, three millennia later that
didn’t help my social status in the 6th
grade when my Christian playmates
talked about food and that other topic
that 6th graders obsess on. (I always
tried to steer the topic to that “other”
topic.) Snowden Junior High wasn’t exactly Canaan.
“So, Teddy, what did y’all have for
supper last night?” How was I going
to explain gefilte fish or luxon kugel
or rolled cabbage to a gang of juvenile
friends who worshipped bologna sandwiches, fried catfish, and baked pork

|
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Ted has a new
revised book

chops. They didn’t even understand the
charms of chopped liver. “Well, first you
take a carp – pulverize him, add matzoh
meal. Bake it for twenty minutes at 350
degrees.” They’d never understand. My
social status suffered. I was looking for
integration, not the segregation of 3000
BCE. Sometimes I was tempted to untangle the twisted gastronomical knot
and simply say, “Oh, we had delicious
bologna sandwiches with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.” Just like y’all, I’m
thinking. The basic difference between
me and my social ambitions – you know
how kids crave popularity – was the difference between frying pans and baking
dishes. At my house the frying pay was
used occasionally to scramble eggs – not
a serious instrument. It was considered
a second-class tool for juvenile cooks.
Ah, but that baking dish – a necessity.
So, I struggled against a wave of Philistinism such as deep-fried chicken,
which my classmates boasted of. You’d
think it was the basis of their mother’s love. Chicken fried? Not baked or
broiled? Dusted with flour? Certainly a

Canaanite dish akin to bacon. Disgusting. And that was the main challenge to
my social acceptance in the 6th grade.
The syndicated humor of Ted, the
Scribbler on the Roof, has appeared in
newspapers around the U.S., on National Public Radio, and numerous websites. HW

the parties in expressing this support,
a development we call Congressional
Dysergia. Both parties agree on American support for Israel, but in recent Congresses we see more partisan resolutions where Republicans demonstrate a
hawkish approach towards the sensitive
issues in the region, and Democrats emphasize the need to resume peace talks
and protect human and civil rights.”
On April 12 of this year, Israeli security expert Ehud Eiran, looking back on
Israel’s then Government and political
culture, wrote in the Jerusalem Post,
“For Israel, maintaining bipartisan support has traditionally been a central pillar of its relations with the U.S. Regrettably, this core component of the Jewish
state’s most crucial alliance has been
under assault. When Israel is viewed as
aligned with one or another American
political party, whatever short-term gain
is being pursued, it will no doubt have a
devastating effect on Israel’s long-term
interests.”
Prime Minister Bennett and Foreign
Minister Lapid understand such strategic interests, as demonstrated by their
meetings, actions, and statements. The
Prime Minister, speaking at the 2021
July Fourth celebration at the U.S. Em-

bassy in Jerusalem stated: “I’ll challenge any attempt to make America a
partisan political issue in Israel and any
attempt to make Israel a partisan political issue in the United States. Our policy is bipartisan. We’re friends of everyone. Because the friendship between our
two democracies will always transcend
party politics.”
The immediate action in September to
repair the withdrawal of the clause for
replenishing funding for the Iron Dome,
with overwhelming Democrat and Republican support for a singular bill to
approve that funding, alongside the efforts and subsequent appreciation of the
Government of Israel, renewed and reinforced our traditional bipartisanship.
May such political and diplomatic
wisdom continue.
Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive Director (1975-77) and Executive Director (1977-84) of the Memphis Jewish Federation. Following Aliyah with his family in 1986, he served as
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency
for Israel through 1997, and then in
other senior professional positions in
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW
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Insights From Israel

Renewing Bipartisanship
By Howard Weisband

In August, during a family vacation
in the north of Israel, we stopped for a
picnic lunch at the Biriya Forest, site
of an ancient town and a more modern
fortress. Located on mountainous slopes
between Tzfat and Rosh Pina, it is the
largest planted forest in the Galilee.
As we entered the site, a large JNF
(Jewish National Fund) sign informed
us that the picnic area was a project
of the Tennessee and Arkansas communities. During the Second Lebanon
War in 2006, much of the forest was
destroyed by fire, thus it had to be replanted and made appropriate for public use again. Among the many donor
plaques was one with the name of
Senator Albert Gore, Jr., and another
that carried the name of Congressman
Don Sundquist. Underlining both was
Memphis, Tenn.
Feeling a surge of warm memories, I
proudly showed members of our family
the unexpected Memphis identification.
Further, seeing the names of Al Gore,
a Democrat, and Don Sundquist, a Republican, I thought back to working
with them and AIPAC on behalf of Israel within a political culture of strong
bipartisanship when it came to issues
within the Jewish community and build-

ing support for Israel.
I have no doubt that within the Memphis community that approach remains
the same, albeit in a more difficult political environment both in the United
States and in Israel.
A bulwark of America’s support
for Israel has always been bipartisanship. That concept is defined by Mirriam-Webster as “involving cooperation,
agreement, and compromise between
two major political parties.”
Unfortunately, those values have been
tested to our detriment recently by leaders
and politicians in the Democrat and Republican parties in the U.S., and perhaps
in greater complexity given the nature
of the political system in Israel through
multiple parties: Likud, Yesh Atid, Yamina, Blue and White, Labor, etc.
In a detailed analysis published in
the academic journal Israel Studies in
2014, “From Bipartisanship to Dysergia: Trends in Congressional Actions
Toward Israel,” authors Amnon Cavari
and Elan Nyer wrote (page 20): “Finally, we find support for the conventional
consensus of bipartisan congressional
support for Israel. But, while the unique
bipartisan support continues, we find
a recent lack of cooperation between

LAPD search for man who attempted to run over Jewish
women outside of synagogue

A Los Angeles Police Department patrol car.
Credit: Elliott Cowand Jr./Shut

(JNS) – Los Angeles Police are looking for a man who attempted to run
over a group of Jewish women and girls
outside of a synagogue last Wednesday
evening.
People outside of Congregation Shaarei Tefilah, where a Sukkot event was
being held, reported seeing a man in a
black Toyota Corolla who reportedly
yelled, “I’m a real Muslim. I’ll show
you what real terrorism looks like.”
According to Leibel Mangel, a
spokesman for Magen Am, a private
armed security service for the Jewish
community in L.A., the driver “returned
to the area about 20 minutes later and
attempted to run over a group of women and children in an alley off the main
event. Being that it was away from the
main crowd, Magen Am and other se-

curity personnel were not able to apprehend the individual before he left.”
“We have been in touch with LAPD
Detectives and captains since the incident, reviewing statements and evidence,” said Mangel. “We have also
been in touch with the U.S. Attorney’s
Office and FBI. LAPD captain said
she’s looking at it as a hate crime. They
will be sending extra patrols to the area
and want the community to know they
are there for us. They are taking this
case seriously.”
In response to the incident, Magen
Am beefed up security at other holiday
events for the next week and “continue
to coordinate with law enforcement and
other security agencies to make sure we
continue to be prepared for any threats
against our community.” HW
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Four reasons you may want
to convert to a Roth IRA

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director–Investments, Wells Fargo

Market volatility this year may have
prompted you to review your investment plans, including your retirement
goals. As you look at them, you may
want to consider converting from a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA.
Roth IRAs possess characteristics that
make them generally attractive planning
tools; for example, they are not subject to required minimum distribution
(RMD) rules during the life of the original account owner, which means you
can use them as an estate planning tool
for passing money to your heirs. A combination of tax law changes and market
conditions might make Roth IRAs even
more attractive now, especially to investors who are in a position to pay taxes
due upon conversion with non-retirement plan assets.
Here are four reasons why now might
be a good time to convert:
1. If market volatility has depressed
your portfolio’s value, you may owe
less in taxes. When you convert to a
Roth IRA, you will owe taxes on any
tax-deductible contributions you made
to the traditional IRA as well as any
tax-deferred earnings that may have
built up in the account over the years.
A lower account value would typically
result in a lower tax bill.
2. If you expect your portfolio’s value
to recover in the future, converting now
could shield future earnings from taxation. After conversion, any assets in the
Roth IRA could potentially grow on a
tax-advantaged basis and qualified distributions would be tax-free.*
3. If you expect future tax rates will
be higher when you begin to take distributions, converting and paying a lower
tax now might make economic sense.
Moreover, qualified distributions would
be tax-free.*
4. Your nonspouse designated beneficiaries can let an Inherited Roth IRA
continue to potentially grow, taking no
distributions until year 10 when they
fully distribute the account with no tax
consequences. After the passage of the
SECURE Act in late 2019, nonspouse
designated beneficiaries generally must
distribute an Inherited IRA by the end
of the 10th calendar year beginning the

year after the IRA owner dies.
If your employer’s qualified retirement plan (QRP), such as a 401(k) or
403(b), offers a Roth designated account
option, you also may want to consider
making contributions to this account.
Designated Roth account assets can be
rolled over only to a Roth IRA or another employer’s designated Roth account,
if that plan accepts the rollover.
It’s important to remember that you
can no longer recharacterize or undo a
Roth IRA conversion. This is an important decision, so contact your financial
advisor to discuss if a Roth IRA conversion is right for you.
*Qualified Roth IRA distributions
are not included in gross income. Roth
IRA distributions are generally considered “qualified” provided a Roth IRA
has been open for more than five years
and the owner has reached age 59½ or
meets other requirements. Withdrawals
may be subject to an IRS 10% additional tax for early or pre-59½ distributions.
Roth IRA conversions are not suitable
for all individuals. Wells Fargo Advisors is not a tax or legal advisor. Please
consult your financial, tax, and legal advisors before taking any action that may
have tax or legal consequences and to
determine whether a Roth conversion is
suitable for your specific situation.
Please keep in mind that rolling over
your qualified employer sponsored retirement plan (QRP) assets to an IRA
is just one option. Each option has advantages and disadvantages, and the one
that is best depends on your individual
circumstances. You should consider
features such as investment options,
fees and expenses, and services offered.
Investing and maintaining assets in an
IRA will generally involve higher costs
than those associated with a QRP. We
recommend you consult with your plan
administrator before making any decisions regarding your retirement assets.
This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo
Advisors and provided to you by Mike Stein, Managing Director – Investments.
Investments in securities and insurance
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. HW

Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame offers free
admission through December 31
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame, in partnership with Farm Bureau Health Plans
of Tennessee, will offer free admission
to visitors starting Oct. 1 through Dec.
31. Visitors can explore displays on
College Football, College Basketball,
Tennessee Olympians, Auto Racing and
more, plus learn about individuals like
Peyton Manning, Wilma Rudolph, Ed
“Too Tall” Jones, Pat Summitt and others. Additionally, visitors can see new
memorabilia from the Class of 2021
and many others who have impacted the
history of sports in Tennessee.
“We’re excited to partner with Farm
Bureau Health Plans to provide free admission over the next three months to
the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame,”
said TSHF Executive Director Brad
Willis. “Great partnerships like this one
allow more people to visit our museum
and learn about the great heritage of
sports in our state.”
Additionally, the Hall recently announced Tennessee Talk of Fame, a
speaker series video podcast of conversations with Tennessee Sports Hall of
Famers. The first episode featured special guest Blaine Bishop, a 2018 Tennes-

see Sports Hall of Famer, former Tennessee Titan and 3-time All Pro Safety.
The Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame is
open Tuesday-Saturday from 10 a.m. - 4
p.m. and is located inside Bridgestone
Arena in downtown Nashville. Attendees can enter through the Visit Music
City Visitor Center, at the corner of Rep.
John Lewis Way and Broadway. For
more information, visit www.tshf.net.
About the Tennessee Sports Hall of
Fame
Established in 1966, the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame enshrines and
honors athletes, teams, coaches, sports
writers and sports administrators who
have made an impact on the history of
Tennessee sports. The Hall serves as a
platform to connect athletes, coaches,
sports fans, and supporters by acknowledging life achievements implemented through sports. The Hall celebrates
athletes of all forms, from all across the
state. Additionally, Tennessee Sports
Hall of Fame aspires to educate youth
about the importance of healthy habits
and the positive impact they have on
lifestyle choices. The Tennessee Sports
Hall of Fame is located at 501 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203. HW

Changing jobs, switching
employers, or retiring?
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice.
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At UN, Abbas demands Israel withdraw to
pre-1967 lines or face consequences
(JNS) – In his address to the U.N.
General Assembly on September 24,
Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud
Abbas demanded that Israel return to its
pre-1967 borders or face consequences.
“If the Israeli occupation authorities
continue to entrench the reality of one
apartheid state as is happening today,
our Palestinian people and the entire
world will not tolerate such a situation,”
he said in a pre-recorded video. “Circumstances on the ground will inevitably impose equal and full political rights
for all on the land of historical Palestine,
within one state.”
Abbas, who accused Israel of “apartheid” and “ethnic cleansing” in his
speech, which included a backdrop of
the Al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem as
well as a series of maps that purportedly
show Israel’s territorial expansion over
the past several decades, threatened to
reconsider recognition of Israel if the
country did not return to negotiations
and end its “occupation.”
“If this is not achieved, why maintain
recognition of Israel based on the 1967
borders?” he asked, threatening to confront the Jewish state at the International Court of Justice in The Hague. That
court is currently investigating Israel
for alleged war crimes committed since
2014.
Abbas also defended his government’s policy of distributing payments
to imprisoned Palestinian terrorists
or their families, known as “pay for
slay.” The United States and Israel have
sought to crack down on those payments
in recent years.
“Why should we have to clarify and
justify providing assistance to families
of prisoners and martyrs, who are the
victims of the occupation and its oppressive policies? We cannot abandon our
people, and we will continue striving to
free all our prisoners,” said Abbas.
The P.A. leader’s speech comes amid
deepening unpopularity among Pal-

Palestinian Authority leader
Mahmoud Abbas
Credit: Screenshot
estinians; a recent poll found that 80
percent want him to resign. Earlier this
year, Abbas, who has remained in office despite his term expiring in 2009,
announced Palestinian legislative and
presidential elections, only to later cancel them in May.
While Israeli Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett has ruled out establishing a Palestinian state under his watch, ties between Israel and the P.A. have thawed
in recent weeks. Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz met with Abbas in
late August, the first high-level contact
in years. The Biden administration has
also pushed to renew ties with the P.A.,
restoring humanitarian aid and funding
for the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), while looking to reopen its consulate to the Palestinians in Jerusalem
and its mission in Washington, D.C.
Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations and the United States Gilad Erdan
dismissed Abbas’s defamatory words.
“In his speech at the U.N., Abu Mazen proved once again that he is no longer relevant. It is no coincidence that
80 percent of Palestinians want him to
leave his position. He once offered to
sue the United Kingdom over the Balfour Declaration. Today, he wants to return to the U.N. Partition Plan. But most
important of all, he lied about the Palestinians refusal to make peace. Those
who truly support peace and negotiations do not threaten delusional ultimatums from the U.N. platform as he did in
his speech.” HW
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Isaac Asimov’s epic ‘Foundation’ series is now a TV show. His Jewish life was complicated.

Leah Harvey in “Foundation” (Apple TV+).

By Stephen Silver

(JTA) – Last Friday, following a
pandemic delay, Apple TV+ debuted
“Foundation,” the first-ever screen adaptation of Isaac Asimov’s bestselling,
award-winning science-fiction book
series. First announced in 2018 and
produced in association with Skydance
Television, the TV show is one of the
Apple streaming service’s most expensive and ambitious productions to date.
The series, which follows a mathematician struggling to convince a galactic
federation that their society is on the
brink of collapse, blends anxieties of the
1940s and ’50s, when the source material was originally written, with modern
global concerns like climate change.
It was co-created by Josh Friedman
and David S. Goyer. Friedman identifies
as Jewish, while showrunner Goyer, son
of a Jewish mother, wrote and directed
the dybbuk-themed 2009 horror movie
“The Unborn.”
But what of Asimov himself, a biochemist at Boston University and one of
the most influential sci-fi writers of all
time? That’s a much more complicated
question.
Isaac Asimov was born in Russia in
1920, and his family emigrated to the
United States when was 3 years old. He
had Jewish parents who were themselves

raised Orthodox, and they raised him in
Brooklyn. However, Asimov gravitated
to more humanist beliefs from an early
age, and as an adult identified vocally
with atheism until his death in 1992.
So on the one hand, Asimov became
one of pop culture’s most prominent
atheists; and on the other, he was open
and prideful about his Jewish heritage.
The author addressed his beliefs and
background in his posthumous 1994
memoir, “I, Asimov,” stating that his father, “for all his education as an Orthodox Jew, was not Orthodox in his heart.”
While acknowledging that he and his
father had never discussed such matters,
he speculated that his father, having
been “brought up under the Tsarist tyranny, under which Jews were frequently
brutalized,” had “turned revolutionary
in his heart.”
Asimov did not have a bar mitzvah,
which he attributed to his parents choosing to raise him without religion and not,
as some suspected, “an act of rebellion
against Orthodox parents.” However, he
said, he “gained an interest” in the Bible
as he got older, although he eventually
realized that he preferred the type of fictional books that would one day make
him famous: “Science fiction and science books had taught me their version

of the universe and I was not ready to
accept the Creation tale of Genesis or
the various miracles described throughout the book.”
Having the first name “Isaac,” in the
21st century, isn’t necessarily a certain
giveaway that a person is Jewish. But
in Asimov’s time, it almost always was.
And while Asimov sometimes faced
pressure to change his name for professional reasons, he always stuck with his
given name.
“I would not allow any story of mine
to appear except under the name of Isaac
Asimov,” he wrote. “I think I helped
break down the convention of imposing
salt-free, low-fat names on writers. In
particular, I made it a little more possible for writers to be openly Jewish in the
world of popular fiction.”
Asimov is one of the most prolific authors in history, having written or
co-written more than 500 books in his
lifetime. And he did explore Jewish liturgy in such books as “Words in Genesis” (1992) and “Words from the Exodus” (1962). The bulk of his literary
work, however, did not touch on Judaism.
His memoir also takes issue with an
academic critic who, in 1989, accused
Asimov of using “more themes in his
work that derive from Christianity than
Judaism.”
“This is unfair,” Asimov wrote. “I
have explained that I have not been
brought up in the Jewish tradition. I
know very little about the minutiae of
Judaism… I am a free American and it
is not required that because my grandparents were Orthodox I must write on
Jewish themes.” He went on to write
that Isaac Bashevis Singer “writes on
Jewish themes because he wants to
[while] I don’t write on them because I
don’t want to.”
“I am tired of being told, periodically,
by Jews, that I am not Jewish enough,”

he wrote.
Asimov also devoted a chapter in the
memoir to antisemitism. He noted that
his family never suffered from pogroms
or other overt antisemitic terror either
back in Russia or in the U.S., nor did
antisemitism never impede his own personal success. But he did find it “difficult to endure… the feeling of insecurity, and even terror, because of what was
happening the world,” especially at the
time of the Holocaust. He also told the
story of a public argument he once had
with Elie Wiesel, in which Wiesel said
he did not trust scientists and engineers,
because of their role in the Holocaust.
As for Israel and Zionism, Asimov
was something of a skeptic. In his final book “Asimov Laughs Again,”
published around the time of his death,
Asimov stated that he had never visited Israel and didn’t plan to, although he
attributed that in part to his habit of not
doing much traveling.
“I remember how it was in 1948 when
Israel was being established and all my
Jewish friends were ecstatic, I was not,”
he wrote. “I said: what are we doing?
We are establishing ourselves in a ghetto, in a small corner of a vast Muslim
sea. The Muslims will never forget nor
forgive, and Israel, as long as it exists,
will be embattled. I was laughed at, but
I was right.”
Isaac Asimov died in New York City
in April of 1992, at age 72. His family
revealed years later that he had contracted HIV from a blood transfusion following heart surgery nearly a decade prior,
which led in part to his death.
Asimov did not have a Jewish funeral,
or any funeral at all – he was cremated.
But at a subsequent memorial service,
fellow author Kurt Vonnegut stated
that “Isaac is up in Heaven now,” later
joking that “that was the funniest thing
I could have said to an audience of humanists. HW
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