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The 9/11 story I never got to write

A New York City firefighter walks away from Ground Zero.
Credit: Getty Images

By Jodi Rudoren

Reprinted with permission Forward
This is the 9/11 story I never got to
write. It happened at Chelsea Piers,
three miles from ground zero. It was
inspiring – and ultimately, so tragic. It
taught me about the importance of readiness, and how sometimes you cannot
possibly prepare for what is coming.
I started that cloudless Tuesday in
the New York Times newsroom, then
on 43d street just off Times Square. I
was a national education correspondent,
getting ready to go to Pennsylvania to
meet home-schoolers who were exploiting the state’s new charter-school rules
to get public money. I was standing at
a printer waiting for my pages of notes
to come out when someone said, “You
better get over to Metro. A second plane
just hit the World Trade Center.”
I didn’t work for Metro, but of course
that didn’t matter on that day. The editors there were dispatching any warm
body with a notebook to anyplace they

could think of. The core crew was of
course at what would soon be called
ground zero. I ended up with the odd assignment of checking out an art gallery
that someone had heard had an exhibit with a live camera trained on Lower Manhattan; maybe that camera had
unique footage? Maybe people would
flock there to watch it.
Not so much. After an hour or so
of nothing happening at the gallery,
I called the desk and was rerouted to
Chelsea Piers, where some doctors and
nurses were said to be setting up a trauma center. Some of you already know,
now, how this story ends, but bear with
me. The middle is the powerful part.
Chelsea Piers is best known as a vast
recreational complex. There’s a huge
gym, a driving range, even a skating
rink, all right there overlooking the
Hudson River. Years later, my twins
would attend toddler birthday parties
there. It also houses Silver Screen Stu-

dios, apparently New York’s largest locale for television and film production.
I arrived to find dozens of doctors and
nurses using klieg lights and sets from
old shows to create a makeshift emergency room.
They were not E.R. docs. Nor were
they local: most had come from some
kind of health-care conference uptown
– I remember Minneapolis, St. Louis,
Sacramento, Texas, even Hawaii. They
didn’t know each other, but they spoke
the same language – trauma. Some had
not used it since school, but I think it’s
a language you never forget, especially
when the adrenaline kicks in.
They formed little teams, someone
took charge. They made color-coded triage tags to hang on patients’ toes: green
for stable, red for life-threatening, black
for already gone. It was controlled chaos, and they were too focused to care if
a reporter watched and listened. I filled
pages with notes about who they were
and what they were doing, complete
with time-stamps. On a day of such
despair, I would produce an amazing
story of heroism, about people coming
together to do what was needed, to do
what they could. I called the desk in
high journalistic excitement; I admit, I
imagined it might make the front page.
Hours passed. More doctors came,
but no patients. At 3:30 p.m., sandwiches showed up, but still no patients. It
was 4 p.m., then 5. Doctors rested on
the tables they’d set up, under the klieg
lights that never got turned on. “I just
hope there are people to see,” said Howard Katz, a surgeon who had hitched a
ride there. Then he voiced what they all
were afraid of: “We might not have anyone to work on.”
Yes, you know the ending. There were
virtually no seriously injured people
needing emergency care on 9/11. Nearly

3,000 were killed in the collapse of the
World Trade Center. Those who escaped
mostly were able to walk away. The
makeshift trauma center never got any
patients needing green, red or black toe
tags. By 8:30 p.m., surgeons like Katz
were urged to head to ground zero, in
hopes of finding some survivors in the
rubble. I filed my notes, which ended
up at the bottom of a Dan Barry article
on Page A9, and started the long walk
home to 108th street and Amsterdam.
I think about this story every year at
this time, and every time I pass Chelsea Piers. I thought of it, too, earlier
this summer, while reading “Counting
by 7s,” a young-adult novel centered
around a brilliant little girl whose adoptive parents are killed in a car crash. The
book, by Holly Goldberg Sloan, is about
how the girl’s radically under-qualified
school counselor, an immigrant nail-salon owner and a cab driver come together to create for her a new family.
“I’ll be ready,” the protagonist says as
the happy ending coheres. “I’m not sure
for what exactly. But maybe that’s what
being ready really means.”
None of us were ready for the previously unimaginable attacks on 9/11.
Then our worlds changed, and we got
ready for another mass terror attack on
an iconic building, for more hijackings
of civilian airplanes. Instead, we got
the coronavirus pandemic. We got climate change, with its unimaginable heat
waves and forest fires and a hurricane
that flooded streets and basements in
previously hurricane-spared sections of
New Jersey. We got a Taliban takeover
of Afghanistan.
We were ready for none of it, or all of it,
depending on how you define being ready.
Those doctors on that day were ready for
patients who never arrived. Maybe that’s
what being ready really means. HW

Watchdog urges Newsom to veto ethnic-studies mandate after it passes
state legislature
(JNS) – The nonprofit AMCHA
Initiative said California Gov. Gavin
Newsom should veto a bill that makes
ethnic studies a high school graduation
requirement in the state after it cleared
both houses of the California State Legislature.
The legislature voted last Wednesday
to advance AB 101. The bill now heads
to Newsom, who has until Oct. 10 to act.
A first draft of the state-approved Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum (ESMC)
was criticized by AMCHA Initiative and
other organizations for promoting the
BDS movement against Israel and not
including lessons about anti-Semitism.
AMCHA Initiative revealed how a
curriculum based on critical ethnic stud-

ies is anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist. In
July, its director, Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, testified before the California
Senate Education Committee and the
Assembly Education Committee and
showed evidence that if AB 101 becomes law, most school districts – for
reasons such as time limitations, necessity or availability – will adopt some
variation of the problematic first draft.
The approved legislation includes
amendments that prevent the teaching of
the original draft and states that the curriculum must be “appropriate for use with
pupils of all races, religions, nationalities,
genders, sexual orientation, diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds, pupils with
disabilities and English learners.”

Californian Assembly member Jesse Gabriel and State Sen. Scott Wiener
(D-11th District) said in a joint statement that these amendments “expressly prohibit the use of curriculum that
was rejected because of concerns about
anti-Jewish and anti-Israel bias … and
leave no doubt that hate and bigotry
against Jews, Israelis or any other community is prohibited by law and cannot
be taught in our classrooms.”
Rossman-Benjamin, however, insists that “every member of the Jewish
community in California and across the
country should be deeply concerned
about the passage of AB 101.”
She argued that the approved bill does
not, and by law cannot, forbid schools

from teaching the “overtly anti-Semitic
and roundly rejected” first draft of the
ESMC or even the “more extreme and
anti-Semitic” Liberated Ethnic Studies
Model Curriculum.
“The reality is that there is no way these
amendments can prevent anti-Semitic
curricula like the first draft or even the
more overtly anti-Semitic Liberated curriculum from finding their way into California classrooms, especially given their
support from the state’s major teachers’
unions and the ethnic-studies higher education community,” she said. “The only
way to ensure these anti-Semitic curricula
will not make their way into classrooms
on a wide scale is if the governor vetoes
this bill, which we urge him to do.” HW
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This year Memphis has something
has something to celebrate! There is regional board representation from each
chapter!
At the recent Delta Regional board

meeting, Memphis BBYO teens helped
get ready for the year. Participants
planned upcoming conventions and
events and talked about ways to support
our chapters. HW
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Chabad to host Grand SukkahFest Family Celebration
Chabad of Tennessee will be hosting
its annual Grand Sukkah-Fest Family
Celebration on Thursday, September 23,
at 5 p.m. at the Chabad Center for Jewish Life at 2570 Kirby Parkway.
“There will be lots of food, fun and
activities,” said Rivky Klein, coordinator of the event. Attendees will enjoy a
full spaghetti and meatball supper with
cotton candy desserts and sno-cones.
There will also be an exotic petting
farm and Bounce N’ Fun inflatables.
Kids will also enjoy the new Playground.
“In addition to the food and fun, it is

an opportunity to make a blessing in the
newly built enlarged Sukkah and shake
the Lulav and Etrog,” said Rabbi Levi
Klein, director of Chabad of Tennessee. “And there will be L’chaim (for the
adults) and music to add some joy to the
holiday.
“It is an event with lots of food and
fun for the entire family,” concluded
Rabbi Klein. “Everyone should feel free
to invite a friend and come celebrate.”
The cost is $15 per person. Please
RSVP (ASAP) at www.JewishMemphis.com/Sukkahfest or call Chabad at
901.754.0404. HW
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Memphis Candlelighting Time
Erev Shabbat, Fri. Sept. 17, 2021 / 11 Tishrei, 5782 .........................6:45 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. Sept. 18, 2021 / 12 Tishrei, 5782 ............................. 7:39 p.m.
Weekly Torah Portion: Ha’azinu

German man convicted of
2018 anti-Semitic assault
on kosher restaurant

(JNS) – A German man was found
guilty last Wednesday of an anti-Semitic attack that took place in 2018 after his
DNA was found on a stone used in the
assault, reported The Associated Press.
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The Chemnitz district court convicted the 30-year-old suspect from Lower
Saxony, who was not identified due to
German privacy law, of severe aggravated assault and breach of the peace,
giving him a one-year suspended prison sentence. A judge included into the
man’s sentence a separate conviction for
drug dealing.
On Aug. 27, 2018, the man was part
of an alleged group of about 10 neo-Nazis who threw large cobblestones and
bottles at the Schalom kosher restaurant in Chemnitz, in the south of Berlin,
and its Jewish owner, Uwe Dziuballa,
while yelling anti-Semitic slurs. The assailant’s DNA was found on one of the
rocks thrown in the attack.
The restaurant faced damages, and Dziuballa was injured during the violence.
At the trial, Dziuballa told the court that
his restaurant had been attacked before,
though he had never experienced an assault on such a grand scale that was directed at him personally.
The anti-Semitic attack took place
during several days of riots after a Syrian asylum-seeker stabbed to death a
German man in Chemnitz. HW
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This is not a drill: The climate change emergency
demands a Jewish response
By Jakir Manela, Nigel Savage
“Who shall live and who shall die …
who by water and who by fire … who by
earthquake and who by plague …”
(JTA) – Twenty years ago, people cried
when they said these words on Rosh Hashanah, six days after the attacks of Sept.
11. The ancient words suddenly held intense contemporary force.
Twenty years later we are being bombarded by climate-related disasters, one
after another – each year worse than the
last – and again our ancient machzor,
the High Holidays prayerbook –carries
fresh, urgent force for all of us.
Who by water? On the 16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina’s horrific impact in New Orleans, another monster
hurricane tested the rebuilt levees, cut
off power and left catastrophic damage. Then the storm traveled up the East
Coast causing widespread tornado-like
conditions and massive floods, killing at
least 24. All this just months after hundreds died in Germany due to unprecedented flooding.
Who by fire? Raging wildfires everywhere: in California, Oregon and Canada; in Greece, Italy, Turkey and Russia.
Californians confronting dangerous air
quality for months at a time, year after
year. Eerie red-orange skies, smoke cascading across the continent, impacting
cities as far away as the East Coast.

Who by plague? COVID reveals just
how fragile we are – as individuals and
as a society – and how it is always those
most vulnerable who lose the most amid
crisis.
Hundreds of thousands of American
Jews enter these High Holidays having been deeply moved and inspired by
Jewish environmental education, action
and advocacy over the past 20 years and
more. Our rising tide movement faces
this historic inflection point in a deeply Jewish and universal posture. The
IPCC Report, published just last month,
makes clear that things are going to get
worse before – if – they get better.
Confronting this crisis seems monumental – because it is. So much so that
individuals might believe there is nothing they can do in the face of forces that
have transformed life on the planet so
quickly and negatively.
This crisis is so enormous, so global,
so existential, many of us wonder how
much our individual, institutional and/
or communal actions can help turn the
tide against such a tidal wave of climate
disasters.
We hear you. And we cannot promise you what the future will bring. But
we can promise you that by investing
in a deep, universal cultural change
across the Jewish world, we will be part
of the solution – in the same way that
victory gardens were part of the World

War II effort 70 years ago and tzedakah
boxes helped launch and defend Israel
throughout the 20th century.
Of course, we must fight for aggressive political and economic responses
as well – both of which become more
achievable as we build a passionate,
committed Jewish climate movement
that transcends ages, denominations and
geographies.
During these Days of Awe, we must
face this crisis while we face our own
norah, our fear that it may be too late.
In the spirit of the holy days, with a
commitment to repentance, prayer and
justice, we ask you to join us in doing
three key things, which together make up
the Brit Hazon, a commitment to change:
Change your behavior. Drive less.
Ride your bike more. Eat less meat. Use
less energy at home, in your vehicle, in
everything you do. Rosh Hashanah calls
us to return to our best selves through
teshuvah, repentance. It challenges us to
own our mistakes and pushes us to do
better in the year ahead.
Give. Time, money, advice, in-kind
services and/or other support. So many
inspiring leaders and powerful organizations are working around the world
to respond to the climate crisis. When
you consider giving tzedakah this season, please consider donating to Indigenous Climate Action, 350.org, Eden
Village Camp, Jewish Climate Action

356 Waring – SOLD in TWO Days!
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Sold For $534,900
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When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!
Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*

*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors
for 40 Years of Service.

Network (JCAN), Dayenu, Wilderness
Torah, Urban Adamah, Shoresh or any
other Jewish environmental or general
climate organization on your radar. And
yes, please support our work at Hazon
as well. Give wherever you feel called,
but please give. This is a global emergency of epic proportions. We need your
support now more than ever.
Support systemic change. It is time
for Jewish communities and institutions across the country – synagogues,
day schools, camps, federations, JCCs,
Hillels and countless others – to summon the will and leadership to join the
hundreds of Jewish institutions that
have blazed this trail for many years
by prioritizing sustainability and caring
for creation as a fundamental Jewish
value. When institutional leaders commit to the Hazon Seal of Sustainability,
we embark upon a multi-year journey
together as partners, integrating Jewish
environmental education, action, advocacy and adaptation into your community/organization.
In every age group, demographic and
organizational structure – from b’nai
mitzvah experiences to capital campaigns to interfaith partnerships and everything in between – we must rise up
to confront this challenge with the full
might of our institutions, our culture,
our communities, and the power of Jewish wisdom, ethics and spirit.
This Rosh Hashanah also begins the
shmita year, quite literally a supersized,
yearlong Shabbat. Like Shabbat, it’s an
end and a beginning, a time to look back
over the last period and forward to the
next.
So may this Rosh Hashanah inaugurate a year of Jewish communal reflection, facing the full threat of this crisis
and our unique responsibility to take
action for everyone alive today, and for
our children, grandchildren and many
generations to come – in America, in
Israel and worldwide. These actions are
inspired by a great love, a deep joy, hope
and faith – and powerful communities
that together will spark a Jewish cultural renaissance interconnected with a
global transformation toward a brighter
future for our people and all people everywhere.
The Jewish people have a long history. Our ancestors endured unspeakable
suffering and calamity, then rose to meet
the next challenge. In this moment we
can do no less.
The views and opinions expressed in
this article are those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or
its parent company, 70 Faces Media. HW
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Jon Stewart Won’t Let Us Forget 9/11 First Responders

Credit: Michael Reaves/Getty Images

By Lior Zaltzman

This appeared originally on Kveller.
For almost 16 years, Jon Stewart hosted
“The Daily Show” – the quotidian Comedy Central program that helped define
what modern American political satire
is. His voice was unforgiving and sharp,
and he was also, despite having changed
his last name from Leibowitz (mostly to
dissociate from his estranged father), unapologetically Jewish. Along with a slew
of comedians that are now true icons –
Samantha Bee, John Oliver, Stephen
Colbert and Steve Carrell, to name but a
few – the Jewish comedian and his crew
created sketches about current day events
that were biting and hilarious.
“The Daily Show” was friggin’ brilliant and the common consensus seemed
to be that it was Stewart who made it so
– the show won a whopping 22 daytime
Emmys when he was at its helm. I would
watch clips of certain segments over and
over again. Every perplexing political
event would leave me jonesing for a
dose of Stewart to help me make sense
of what happened – while, at the same
time, alleviate its pressures, giving me
the sweet temporary relief of laughter.
And yet, as dedicated of a fan that
I was, I can’t remember any of those
brilliant jokes. That’s because less than
a year after Stewart quit “The Daily
Show,” leaving it to fellow comedian
Trevor Noah, Trump was elected president and changed the whole paradigm
of comedy, satire and, as some would
argue, reality.

These days, when I think of Stewart, I
think of his impassioned speech to Congress in 2019, during which he lobbied
for continued funding of the 9/11 Victims Compensation Fund. It’s a speech
that, along with videos of dogs being
reunited with returning soldiers and
baby announcements, is a surefire way
to make me weep.
At that point, it had been 18 years –
enough to create a new, legal voter –
since those two planes crashed into the
Twin Towers that beautiful morning,
changing the Manhattan skyline forever and causing terrible health problems
for the hundreds of heroic firemen, police officers, paramedics and other first
responders who rushed to the site to
help aid the rescue and recovery. And
there was Stewart, still fighting for the
victims – the heroes – of 9/11. He was
joined by dozens of first responders and
their families, and they spoke to a mostly empty room, as most elected officials
simply did not attend the hearing.
“Sick and dying, they brought themselves down here to speak, to an empty room,” Stewart, a father of two, told
the empty chairs. “We don’t want to be
here… none of these people want to be
here. But they are.”
“Your indifference causes these men
and women their most valuable commodity – time,” he added, angrily. “It’s
the one thing they are running out of.”
“9/11 first responders shouldn’t decide whether to live or to have a place to

live,” he told Congress. “They responded in five seconds [to the 9/11 attack],
they did their jobs, courage, grace, tenacity and humility. 18 years later – do
yours!”
It was a harrowing speech – and it
did its job. Stewart’s efforts, along with
that of the amazing first responders he
worked with, ultimately paid off: Congress passed a bill that agreed to keep
the fund active until 2092.
Let’s not forget that, in the days following Sept. 11, then-New York City
mayor Rudy Giuliani became a national
figure, “America’s mayor.” As Giuliani
became drawn into narcissistic – and
honestly, pretty embarrassing – endeavors with the Trump campaign, while still
touting his 9/11 accomplishments, and
as lawmakers tweeted on every anniversary to “never forget,” while ignoring
the pleas of the still living victims – it
was Stewart who kept fighting on for the
victims of 9/11.
Maybe it’s because, more than anything, Stewart is quintessentially New
York. (Yes, even as though he grew
up in New Jersey and he now lives in
a farmstead in the Garden State.) You
can see an example of that in a sketch,
in which he mocks Trump not knowing
how to eat New York pizza.
Stewart grew up one of the only Jewish kids in a small New Jersey town, and
says he experienced antisemitism growing up. In a 2007 Rolling Stones piece,
Ben Karlin, his production partner, described Stewart as “driven by the forces
of guilt and shame and fear of being on
the outside that gives Jews their comic
angst. He’s self-trained in stand-up. He
learned in the wretched comedy clubs of
New York.”
Thanks to the magic of the internet,
it’s possible today to see the genesis of
Stewart’s passion for aiding 9/11 victims and responders – it’s all there in
his monologue during the first “Daily Show” episode after the attack, on
Sept. 20. It’s a heart-wrenching and raw
speech, in which Stewart breaks into
tears on more than one occasion.
“Any fool can blow something up,
any fool can destroy, but seeing these
guys, the firefighters, these policeman
and people from all over the country, literally with buckets, rebuilding – that’s
extraordinary, and that’s why we’ve
already won… It’s democracy… You

can’t shut that down,” he said in that
opening monologue.
Over the years, he featured these first
responders on his show, helping with
their lobbying and, after he left “The
Daily Show,” he kept fighting alongside
them. It was that fight that helped ensure
the permanent existence of the Victim’s
Compensation Fund. Stewart joined
John Feal, a construction worker and
activist who was injured as a demolition
supervisor at Ground Zero, and who
founded FealGood Foundation to help
lobby Congress and provide the other
first responders with resources.
“John Feal and all the first responders have done so much for me, for the
community, for the city, for the country,” Stewart said. “To be able to repay
some of that debt that I feel I owe them
personally, that we all owe them, is the
best feeling.”
You can watch how that labor unfolded in the new documentary, “No Responders Left Behind,” which is available on Discovery+.
Stewart is still continuing to fight to
honor and aid these incredible men and
women. This September 12, a day after
the 20th anniversary of that terrible day,
he co-hosted a comedy benefit for these
first responders called “NYC Still Rising After 20 Years: A Comedy Celebration,” along with Pete Davidson, whose
father, a firefighter, died on 9/11. David
Chappelle, Jimmy Fallon, Amy Schumer and many other popular comedians
took to the stage to tell jokes and raise
money for this ever so important cause.
In the vein of the Jewish value of tikkun olam, Stewart’s activism doesn’t
stop there. He is about to debut a new
show on September 30 on Apple TV+.
Each one-hour episode of the show,
which is titled “The Problem,” will address an issue that is “currently part of
the national conversation and [Stewart’s] advocacy work.”
After over half a decade, I truly
can’t wait for Stewart to helm a show
again, bringing us his unique brand of
chutzpah and humor. As we honor the
victims and responders of 9/11, it’s remarkable to think about how that chutzpah helped ensure that those who tried
to protect us during that harrowing time
get to live with the dignity and the care
they deserve.
Reprinted with permission Kveller. HW

Sept. 11 attacks, 20 years later
(JNS) – The son of Osama bin Laden,
the slain leader of the Al-Qaeda terror
group, reflected on the crimes of his father associated with the terror attacks
on Sept. 11, 2001, and said he hopes to
visit Israel in an interview with Yediot
Aharonot.
Omar bin Laden, 40, the youngest of

Osama’s sons, was expected to be his
father’s heir and leader of Al-Qaeda, but
he turned down the offer. He said he felt
“shame and horror” towards his father
for the crimes he committed during his
life.
He said after the devastation of the
World Trade Center towers in New York

Bin Laden son
feels ‘shame,
horror’ towards
father’s actions,
wants to visit
Israel

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take

you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and surrounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Errands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—

Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs
while you are away. I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Omar Bin Laden, the youngest
son of Osama bin Laden,
mastermind of the 9/11 terror
attacks. Credit: Screenshot.
City, the Pentagon outside Washington,
D.C., and in an open field in Pennsylvania orchestrated by his father that
“it was hard for me to believe that he
had the ability to organize such a thing.
That day changed our lives forever, and
it was very hard to continue to live afterwards. During these years of loss and
pain, I was forced to come to terms with
the truth about my father.”
An artist, Omar bin Laden lives in

Normandy, France. He longs to visit the
United States and Israel, noting that his
wife, whose maternal side of the family is Jewish and originally from Israel,
received an offer to give lectures about
peace at Israeli universities.
“I know that it’s a beautiful country,
and many people in it want peace with
the Palestinians,” he said. “I know that
since 1948, the Palestinians have been
living alongside the Jewish nation. We
believe that the world needs to live as
one and that neighbors from every religion can live alongside each other in
peace.” HW
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A wildly popular fidget toy was created by an Israeli
classmate of Anne Frank to look like breasts

Pop-it fidget toys were originally invented by Theo and Ora Coster, an
Israeli couple who created countless games over decades of partnership.
Credit: Getty Images

By Philissa Cramer

(JTA) – If you know any young children or fidgety adults, chances are you’ve
seen, heard, or coveted a handheld piece
of dimpled silicone known as a “pop-it.”
The must-have toy was originally created in the 1970s by an Israeli couple
with a penchant for playthings, according to a BBC report that calls the pop-it
“an overnight sensation more than 40
years in the making.”
Theo and Ora Coster created more
than 150 toys and games through their
company, Theora Design, including
some that immediately became popular
worldwide, such as “Guess Who?” and

“Zingo.” Others became popular in Israel, where Theora first made promotional
products for banks and other businesses,
according to the company’s website.
The pop-it was inspired by a dream
that Ora Coster had after her sister died
of breast cancer, according to the BBC
report. “She said, ‘Theo, imagine a large
field of breasts, ladies’ breasts, that you
can push the nipple.’ She was very open,
she said whatever was on her mind, to
anyone,” Boaz Coster, their son, told the
BBC. “She went to him and she said, do a
carpet of nipples that you can press from
one side to the other. And he did just that.”

It was hardly the only time that Ora
convinced Theo to create something that
would go on to international acclaim.
After she envisioned a plastic disk embedded with rotating dice, she created a
prototype by hand while her husband,
Theora’s “chief model maker,” was off
serving in the Israeli army reserve; the
Magimizer math game became one of
the company’s early hits.
Later in life, she encouraged him to
document his memories of growing up
in Amsterdam, where he was a classmate of Anne Frank, who, like half
their class at a Jewish school, was murdered by the Nazis. (Coster survived by
being sent to live with non-Jews; his
parents also survived in hiding.) His efforts turned into a documentary, “Anne
Frank’s Classmates,” and then a 2009
book, “We All Wore Stars.”
But back to the pop-it. In part because
rubber was expensive, the toy the Costers designed in the 1970s never went into
widespread production – until just a few
years ago, when Boaz Coster and his
brother, Gideon, licensed the idea to a
Canadian toy company. That company,
Foxmind, sold 7 million GoPop! popits over the last 18 months, compared
to just 700,000 in 2019 – an explosion
that the company attributes to a monkey
named Gaitlyn who played with a GoPop! in a viral TikTok last year.
Now, pop-its are their own genre on
TikTok, the video platform popular

among consumers of sensory media
known as ASMR. According to a recent
Wall Street Journal story, pop-it clips
have been seen more than 12 billion
times on TikTok and have given rise
to an associated activity, “fidget hunting,” that has sent children and tweens
searching for toy stores selling unusual
shapes and colors.
Few of those products are made by
FoxMind, most are knockoffs. Theo
Coster died in April 2019 and did not
live to see his company’s greatest hit,
but Ora Coster, who died this year, did.
The pair are buried in the Kiryat Shaul
cemetery in Tel Aviv under headstones
designed to look like the flip-up frames
of a Guess Who? board.
Theo and Ora Coster spoke to Haaretz
in 2015, shortly after licensing their popit idea to Foxmind. Telling the Israeli
newspaper that “Theo did exactly what I
asked – breasts with wonderful nipples!”
– she offered a prescient description of
what would make the GoPop so popular.
“The trick in this game is that you
can play it again as soon as the contest
ends: you simply turn it upside down.
Also, it comes in a single unit that you
put into your pocket,” she said. “For me,
as a mother of two, that was a very important consideration. In fact, we don’t
have games with lots of pieces, marbles,
cards and confusion – because one piece
always gets lost and then you’re just left
with the box.” HW

Afghanistan’s last Jew has left the country

Zebulon Simantov reads a prayer book before celebrating Rosh Hashanah
in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sept. 18, 2009.
Credit: Paula Bronstein/Getty Images

“Moshe Margaretten please take me
to New York with God’s help,” Simantov said in a video. The trip is a five-day
journey, according to the Kan report.
The Taliban, a radical Muslim group,
took over Afghanistan last month after
the United States pulled out of the country, where it has had a military presence
since 2001. Several Jewish groups immediately reached out to Simantov, offering to help him out of the country,
but he initially had declined the offers,
citing his desire to stay in his homeland
and preserve the synagogue, in which he
had lived.
Kahana had previously said Simantov
demanded “personal funding” in ex-

change for leaving.
After Simantov rebuffed Kahana and
Margaretten’s first offers for help, they
helped evacuate dozens of other Afghans.
According to multiple reports, Simantov has for many years refused to allow
his wife, who lives in Israel with their
two daughters, to divorce him. In Orthodox Judaism, spouses may not divorce
unless they both consent to the dissolution of their marriage. Spouses who are
refused a divorce act, or get, are called
“chained.”
Israeli rabbinical courts cannot declare a marriage void, but they can legally punish recalcitrant spouses with
fines or even imprisonment. HW

By Cnaan Liphshiz

(JTA) – Zebulon Simantov, the last
remaining Jew in Afghanistan, has finally left the country for fear of persecution by the Taliban, an Israeli television
channel reported.
Simantov, the 62-year-old former
keeper of Kabul’s lone remaining synagogue, left the country for the United
States in recent days with several other
exiles, the Kan broadcaster in Israel reported last Wednesday.
The report was based on information
given by Moti Kahana, an Israeli-American businessman who said he was involved in the extraction along with
Moshe Margaretten, a Jewish philanthropist from New York.
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What is behavioral finance … and why
should you care?

More than 100
headstones
smashed
at Jewish
cemetery in
Argentina
By Cnaan Liphshiz

|

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments

(JTA) – More than 100 headstones
were smashed at a Jewish cemetery in
Argentina that had seen similar damage
in 2009.
The vandalism at the Tablada Cemetery in the Buenos Aires area was discovered last Sunday, the Jewish news
site Visavis reported. The headstones
were between the cemetery’s older section and the new one, which also contains the remains of dozens of victims
from the 1994 terrorist bombing at the
AMIA Jewish community center in
Buenos Aires.
AMIA, the umbrella of Argentine
Jewish communities, condemned the
vandalism and lamented the “neglect
and lack of control” by law enforcement
around the cemetery in La Matanza, an
eastern district of the Argentine capital.
Police are investigating, AMIA said in a
statement. It did not say whether there
are indications of the vandalism being
an antisemitic hate crime. There are no
suspects.
In 2009, unidentified individuals defaced more than 60 headstones, including victims of the 1994 bombing. That
vandalism also happened shortly before
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year,
which this year began last Monday evening. AMIA did call that vandalism antisemitic. HW

Investors may like to think they’re
completely rational in their decision-making, but that’s highly unlikely. We don’t stop being human beings
when it comes to investing, so psychology and emotions are apt to play roles
– sometimes large ones – in the choices
we make.
Behavioral finance studies investors’
real-life behavior and common biases. It considers the roles emotions and
psychology play in making financial
decisions and aims to identify factors
that cause investors to sometimes act
irrationally.
A key concept in behavioral finance
is “prospect theory,” which describes
how investors make decisions involving
risk and gain. Studies have shown people frequently consider losses far more
undesirable than they find comparable
gains desireable. For example, take the
following scenarios:

Given the first scenario, most people
will avoid the risk and take option one
(the sure $3,000 gain). On the other
hand, when presented the second scenario, most favor option two (the 75%
chance of losing $4,000) because it offers the possibility of avoiding the pain
of a loss.
Keep in mind – and this is important
– all four choices are mathematically
equivalent. This means individuals’ responses were based primarily on their
emotional reactions to fear of loss vs.
enjoyment of gain, not rational decision-making.
The psychology of risk and reward
If you ever wonder why markets
sometimes act in ways that defy logic,
behavioral finance helps explain it.
For example, bubbles can form when
prices rise based on investors’ emotional
reactions rather than the fundamentals.
Once their sentiment eventually chang-

es, a precipitous sell-off can follow.
Take what’s come to be known as the
dot-com bubble of the late 1990s. Soon
after the internet’s introduction, investors realized its potential to transform
our everyday lives (which it clearly has).
What they were over-optimistic about
were internet-based companies’ abilities
to quickly create profitable businesses.
In response to investors’ enthusiasm,
the NASDAQ Index, where many of
these companies’ stocks were listed,
rose 189% during the two years leading
up to its peak in March 2000. Perhaps
more significantly, the price/earnings
(P/E) ratio – a measure commonly used
to determine how expensive stocks are
(the higher the ratio, the more expensive
stocks are considered to be) –was 175.
By comparison, it was only approximately 24 at the end of 2020.
That suggests many investors were
caught up in the furor over the New
Economy and ignored the fundamentals.
When investors realized it would be a
long time before many of these companies became profitable, the bubble burst
and stock prices plummeted.
The lesson for investors is the importance of being diversified and investing
primarily based on fundamentals – not
on emotion and the fear of missing out
on the next “big thing.” Of course, diversification strategies do not guarantee
investment returns or eliminate the risk
of loss.
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Hamas: Series of Israeli
steps to ease conditions in
Gaza are ‘not enough’
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Birthright to resume trips,
no quarantine in Israel for
those fully vaccinated
(JNS) – Birthright Israel received
confirmation from the Israeli Ministry
of Health that it can resume its trips to
Israel, JNS has learned.
The first Birthright Israel trip since
the start of the coronavirus pandemic
took place in May, but the 10-day programs were stopped again in August due
to new travel restrictions aimed at curbing the Delta variant of the virus.
To join a Birthright trip, participants
must now be fully vaccinated with two
or three shots of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, with no more than a sixmonth gap from the last shot and the
trip’s departure date. Alternately, they
can be fully vaccinated by one shot of
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine with no

Palestinian trucks loaded with aggregate, iron and cement enter through
the Kerem Shalom border crossing in the southern Gaza Strip, on Sept. 1,
2021. Credit: Photo by Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90.
(JNS) – Hamas has warned that a
the first time since May’s conflict with
series of recent steps by Israel to ease
Hamas, expanding the Gazan fishing
conditions in the Gaza Strip are “not
zone to 15 nautical miles and opening
enough,” adding to growing tensions
the Kerem Shalom border crossing for
along the Gaza-Israel border. Hamas
more equipment and commodities to
has threatened to expand border rioting
pass through it into Gaza. Israel also indisturbances in the coming days.
creased Gazan entry permits for traders
In a statement released by the terror
from 2,000 to 7,000.
organization that rules the coastal enEgypt reopened its Rafah border
clave, Hamas said that “Israel’s easing
crossing with Gaza after closing it for
[of restrictions] on Gaza are not enough”
six days.
and that “broader steps are required that
Meanwhile, the Israeli Ministry of
will generate a real breakthrough in the
Defense announced that it had interlives of Gaza’s residents,” Kannews recepted an attempt to smuggle hazardported on September 1.
ous material protection equipment into
Recent Israeli steps include permitGaza, which it said was likely intended
ting the entry of building material for
for Hamas’s tunnel project. HW

|

more than a six-month gap from the shot
until their trip’s departure.
Birthright Israel will not have to enforce a seven-day quarantine period for
people who have completed their vaccination process within the past five months.
Those who have recovered from
COVID-19 and received at least one
FDA-approved vaccine, also no more
than six months from the last shot until
the trip’s departure date, can also join a
trip.
A person is considered fully vaccinated seven days after receiving the final
shot. Participants will still have to do
PCR and serological tests when arriving
in Israel and wait for PCR results before
starting the trip. HW
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Arizona first state to
divest from Unilever over
Ben & Jerry’s ice-cream
boycott
By JNS Staff

(JNS) – Arizona moved to divest from
Unilever, the parent company of Ben
& Jerry’s, over the ice-cream maker’s
decision to stop selling its products in
the West Bank and parts of Jerusalem,
becoming the first state to take such action.
Arizona State Treasurer Kimberly
Yee announced last Tuesday that the
state will pull some $143 million of investments from the multinational firm
by Sept. 21.
“As Arizona Treasurer, I’ve divested
all state funds from Ben & Jerry’s for
boycotting Israel,” Yee announced on
Twitter. “Israel is and will continue to
be a major trade partner of AZ. I will
not allow taxpayer dollars to go towards
anti-Semitic, discriminatory efforts
against Israel.”
According to a statement from her
office, Yee said, “I gave Unilever PLC,
the parent company of Ben & Jerry’s, an
ultimatum: Reverse the action of Ben &
Jerry’s or divest itself of Ben & Jerry’s
to come into compliance with Arizona law or face the consequences. They
chose the latter.”
Under Arizona law, the state cannot
conduct business with any person or
company that boycotts Israel, including limiting commercial operations in
Israel or territory controlled by Israel.

Some 34 states have passed or enacted
anti-BDS laws in recent years, and 21
of those states also include Israeli settlement boycotts in their definitions.
The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations released a statement saying, “We remain
deeply disappointed that Unilever, a
company with a long-standing presence
in Israel, will not overturn the discriminatory action by its Ben & Jerry’s subsidiary. The majority of American states
recognize that boycotting Israel is not
only discriminatory activity, it’s also
bad for business and negatively impacts
Israelis as well as Palestinians.”
Several other states have also announced reviews that could lead to divesting from Unilever and Ben & Jerry’s, including New York, New Jersey,
Florida, Texas, Illinois, Maryland and
Rhode Island.
Israel’s Consul General to the Southwest Hillel Newman, who met with Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey in late July on
the issue, told JNS that he welcomed the
decision.
“We are delighted that the state of
Arizona, under the leadership of a true
friend of Israel, Governor Ducey, the attorney general and the team see boycotts
against Israel for what they are – a form
of anti-Semitism,” said Newman. HW
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Slovakia apologizes for World
War II laws against Jews

Slovakian Jews being deported by the government during World War
II after authorities signed an agreement with Germany in March 1942.
Credit: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
Solution.
(JNS) – The Slovakian government
The authorities sent more than 70,000
apologized last Wednesday for World
of their Jewish citizens to Nazi concenWar II-era laws that stripped Jews of
tration camps, where most of them – as
their rights.
many as 60,000 – were murdered.
On the 80th anniversary marking the
Dianne Lob, Chair, William Daroff,
adoption of the “Jewish Code” on Sept.
CEO, and Malcolm Hoenlein, Vice
9, 1941, the Slovakian government said
Chair of the Conference of Presidents of
in a statement that it “feels a moral obliMajor American Jewish Organizations,
gation today to publicly express sorrow
issued the following statement:
over the crimes committed by the past
“We welcome the declaration by the
regime,” reported the AP.
government of Slovakia apologizing
The laws, passed by the Nazi pupfor its anti-Semitic World War II era
pet state during the war, facilitated the
laws and actions,” said Conference of
transfer of Jewish assets to non-Jewish
Presidents of Major American Jewish
owners and prevented Jews from access
Organizations chair Dianne Lob, CEO
to education.
According to census dated Dec. 15,
William Daroff and vice chair Malcolm
1940, about 88,951 Jews lived in SlovaHoenlein in a statement. “By this public
kia. In March 1942, Slovakia signed an
recognition and statement of regret for
agreement with Germany that permitted
the crimes of its wartime government,
their deportation. It was the first Axis
Slovakia is taking a welcome step topartner to consent to the deportation of
wards atonement and reconciliation that
its Jewish residents as part of the Final
was long overdue.” HW
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Israel Police chief urges caution in face
of remaining two ‘desperate’ terrorist
fugitives

Palestinians rioting on behalf of the terrorists who escaped from the
Gilboa Prison clash with Israeli security forces at the Hawara checkpoint,
south of Nablus, on Sept. 11, 2021. Credit: Nasser Ishtayeh/Flash90.

By Itsik Saban and Idan Avni

Sept. 9, 2021 (Israel Hayom via JNS)
– Five days into a national hunt for six
Palestinian security prisoners who escaped from a jail in northern Israel, police captured two of the fugitives –Yaqoub Qadri and Mahmoud Ardah – in
Nazareth last Friday night. Hours later,
two others –notorious terror commander
Zakaria Zubeidi and Mohammed Ardah
– were apprehended in the nearby town
of Shibli–Umm al-Ghanam. In both cases, Arab Israelis who encountered the
fugitives reported them to authorities,
aiding in their capture.
A video circulating on social media
shows Israeli police shackling and placing Qadri in the backseat of a police vehicle and asking him for his name. The
man, wearing jeans and a green T-shirt,
calmly identifies himself and answers
“yes” when asked whether he is one
of the escapees. Qadri was serving two
life sentences for attempted murder and
bomb-planting.
“Due to the cooperation between
all security organizations and the very
broad deployment of police and Border
Police forces on the ground, we were
able to apprehend four of the six terrorists, and the hunt is ongoing,” said Israel
Police Commissioner Yaakov Shabtai,
who cautioned that it was still too early
to celebrate the end of one of the more
embarrassing chapters in Israel’s security history.
Shabtai called on civilians to remain
vigilant and local communities to remain on guard.
The still-at-large terrorists are “desperate individuals, and we must be
aware of any [suspicious] movements
in the area,” the police chief continued.
Defense officials speculated on Saturday that it was increasingly likely
that the two remaining escapees, Iham
Kamamji and Munadil Nafiyat, both
members of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad terrorist group, had split up. One of
the two may still be in Israel, while the
other could have crossed into the Palestinian Authority, defense officials said.
Security officials were increasingly concerned that Kamamji or Nafiyat
could try to carry out an attack following the arrests of the other fugitives over
the weekend.
“They have nothing to lose,” an unnamed senior official was quoted saying
by the Walla news site.
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, IDF
Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi
and other security officials took part on

Saturday night in a situational assessment of the pursuit.
“The activity has been determined
and consistent, and the key to success is
smooth and quiet cooperation between
all those involved,” Bennett said, adding that “rapid information sharing and
precise division of tasks between security forces should continue, allowing
maximum coverage of the area.”
Shabtai praised the civilians who he
said helped lead to the terrorists’ capture. “I call on civilians, whose conduct
to this point has been commendable, to
continue your everyday lives, but also
be on alert for anything suspicious. We
will respond quickly to any emergency
call and any report to detain the terrorists who are still on the run,” he said.
Public Security Minister Omer BarLev also praised Israel’s Arab citizens,
who he said helped lead to the capture
of the fugitives by reporting them to the
police.
“Alongside the compliments to the
Israel Police and security forces for
their actions thus far, and without ignoring the fact that the mission is still not
completed – I would like to thank the
Arab citizens of Israel who aided in the
apprehension of the terrorists,” Bar-Lev
wrote on Twitter.

DEADLINES
FOR
STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAYS
AT NOON

“For four days the fugitives wandered, believing they’d find shelter and
refuge among Arab Israelis – but they
were mistaken. Wherever they turned
for help and were identified, Arab citizens turned them away and called the
police,” added Bar-Lev.
After interrogating the four re-captured terrorists, police and Shin Bet security service investigators concluded
that they had had no accomplices on
the outside, or assistance from within
Gilboa Prison, Channel 12 reported on
Saturday night. The report said that the
escaped prisoners may have received
minor assistance from passersby, such
as offers of rides or clothing, none of
which was premeditated.
The four men were brought to the
Northern District Court in Nazareth on
Saturday night for their first hearing
following their capture. Prosecutors
accused them of having planned to conduct a major terror attack following their
escape, a crime with a possible sentence
of 15 additional years in prison.
The four captured fugitives will likely
be kept in solitary confinement following their capture. Their remand was extended by nine days.
Meanwhile, terrorist prisoners from
the Fatah organization said that they
would launch a hunger strike due to the
punitive measures imposed on them by
the Israel Prison Service.
In a letter to the P.A., they said that
all the prisoners had agreed to go on a
hunger strike starting this Friday.
Bezalel Smotrich, chairman of the
Religious Zionist Party, responded to
the prisoners’ threat by saying: “This
moment is a test in which the State of
Israel must not yield and must not blink.
Let them starve to death. We manage the
prisons and we dictate the conditions,
not the terrorists. And the conditions
must be much stricter and more severe.

|
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OBITUARIES
Marcia Levitch Scheuner
Marcia Levitch Scheuner (80) was
born on November 11, 1940, and passed
away on Thursday, September 9, 2021.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Harrison, son Howard and daughter Suzanne. She is survived by her son
and daughter-in-law, Kevin and Janet
Scheuner; as well as her sister and brother-in-law, JoAnn and Dennis Weiss. She
leaves behind four grandchildren: Brett,
Elizabeth, Justin and Jordan.
Services were held at Baron Hirsch
Cemetery on Sunday, September 12.
Donations in Marcia’s honor and memory can be made to West Cancer Center
or to the charity of donor’s choice. HW
And if an uprising inside the prisons
leads to riots outside, the IDF will severely suppress them. The deterrence
must be restored.”
Shortly after the arrest of Qadri and
Mahmoud Ardah, thousands of Palestinians violently protested across Judea and Samaria and clashed with IDF
troops throughout the day. A rocket was
also launched from the Gaza Strip and
was intercepted by the Iron Dome missile-defense system. The IDF responded
with an airstrike against a Hamas military facility.
Hamas Spokesman Fawzi Barhoum
said that “the arrest of the heroic prisoners is another round in the open and ongoing battle with the occupation. What
happened strengthens the Palestinian
people to continue the struggle against
the occupation and support of prisoners.”
Palestinian Islamic Jihad threatened
retaliation if any harm comes to its operatives jailed in Israel or to the fugitives.
The Gilboa Prison break is one of the
worst jailbreaks in Israel’s history. The
initial investigation has already exposed
major flaws in the Israel Prison Service
and set off days of angry finger-pointing
and calls for a commission of inquiry.
This article first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW
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Balaam Needs a Good PR Rep
Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

I don’t have a degree from the Harvard Divinity School nor am I a graduate of the Yeshiva.
I did go to Hebrew school for six
years and I’ve thought long and hard
about our Chumash. I’ve even read it –
yes, every word – more than once and
I’ve come to the conclusion that there is
one seminal message besides the obvious one: that our G-d is all powerful. He
also monitors and judges our behavior.
I’d like to add that he rewards good
and punishes evil, but I see so many exceptions to that rubric that I concede it
may only happen in the world to come
– over the horizon of time.
But the other theme that pervades the
Holy text is the imperfections of our
ancestors. Strange. The Creator of man
seems to be saying that every man’s
heart is streaked with evil. There are few
perfect players in the Great Play. Oddly
enough, one is a Moabite – Ruth – a lady
of impeccable behavior. A Moabite!
One of Israel’s traditional enemies.
And the grandmother, no less, of David.
The Chumash, as usual – regardless of
political correctness – speaks truth – a
Moabite in the lineage of our Moshiach!

There’s another Moabite in the Chumash who, contrary to Ruth, gets a very
bad press. It is Balaam, son of Beor,
who is at least once in our Chumash
called a sorcerer. Not a nice occupation
unless you want to be stoned to death.
But that’s only the beginning. He clearly
is a marked man. First ridiculed, then insulted, then killed. But his misbehavior
is hard to uncover.
In short, he is summoned by the envoys of Balak – leader of the Moabites
– who must face the Israelites in battle. Curse the Israelites, he commands.
And hints that a fat commission will
be paid. But Balaam, after consulting
with G-d, turns them down. Refuses
their fee. All Balak wants is for Balaam,
whose reputation as a sorcerer is evidently first class, to curse the Israelite
host. Balaam – faultless Balaam – says,
no way “though Balak were to give me
his house full of silver and gold.” The
envoys report their rejection to Balak,
a king who is used to having his way.
He sends a second, higher-level crew.
Balaam – obedient Balaam – again goes
to G-d. And the Lord tells the sorcerer –
who’s between a rock and a hard place
– go with them but only speak what I
tell you.
Mystery of mysteries: The next
chapter begins with “G-d’s anger was
aroused because he went.”
But G-d just told him to go!!
And now we encounter the additional
enigma of the talking donkey – a story
known to all first-year kindergarten kids.
Balaam mounts his donkey and sets out

to join Balak. But an angel of the Lord
blocks their way. The animal sees him
and skids to a stop. Balaam, oblivious
to the donkey’s vision, whips him – evidently Balaam is an animal abuser, too
– whereupon the creature pleads his case
and reminds his master of his years of
faithful service. Finally, the Lord (doubtlessly feeling sorry for Balaam’s faithful
creature who has angelic vision) opens
the sorcerer’s eyes to the angel. At last
he understands and profusely apologizes
for his astigmatism.
He reports to Balak (who, remember,
has houses of gold and silver). “Curse
the Israelites!” cries Balak. Balaam –
ever G-d-fearing – consults again with
his Heavenly Master. Instead, he is instructed to bless the Israelite host and
we go through this scenario three times.
And each time the prophet (or sorcerer,
depending on your viewpoint) consults
with His Majesty, in heaven, who basically goes along with the instruction; I
will bless those that bless thee and curse
those that curse thee.
Balaam, at the mercy of blood-thirsty
Balak, defies him and blesses Israel. Incidentally, upon looking down on the Israelite encampment, Balaam blesses them
with the well-known prayer: “How goodly are thy tents O Israel.” Other references
to the maligned prophet seem to twist circumstances – Balaam wants to curse Israel – G-d says no. I, the veteran of six years
of Hebrew School, don’t read it that way.
Evidently, the biblical author has it in for
Balaam – and there is a one-sentence illusion to some foggy misdeeds at Peor.
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Ted has a new
revised book
50% new stories

The scribbler
on The roof
by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s
work—a collection
of stories designed
to make you laugh
and cry
$10.95
available at lulu.com
A strange story. Balaam, who eventually follows G-d’s wishes, is condemned. And comes in second to a
four-footed, braying beast who can see
angels while his master cannot. For
some reason he is not exactly a hero in
the eyes of Jewish history. I don’t get it.
It may be because he was a sorcerer – a
blasphemous profession. Or maybe because he is an ally to the Moabites – but
so was Ruth. Something rings hollow
about the whole story; talking donkeys,
Balaam’s profession.
When I get my degree from the Yeshiva, I’ll tell you the real story. In the
meantime, go to Numbers 22. What do
you think?
The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scribbler on the roof, has appeared in newspapers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW

Israel hits Hamas targets in
Gaza in response to rocket fire

IDF makes additional procurement
of micro-Tavor assault rifles

An Israeli airstrike in Khan Yunis, in the southern Gaza Strip, on Aug. 23,
2021. Credit: Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90.

Israeli soldiers with Tavor rifles. Credit: IDF Spokesperson’s Unit.

(JNS) – Israeli fighter jets struck
Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip on
Saturday after terrorists in Gaza fired a
rocket into Israeli territory.
Fighter jets and attack helicopters
struck a Hamas terrorist compound
housing a number of underground
rocket production workshops, a terrorist camp with a weapons storage site, a
tunnel and a Hamas training facility, the
Israel Defense Forces reported.
The rocket, which was launched from
Gaza just before 9:30 p.m. on Saturday,
was intercepted by Israel’s Iron Dome
air defense system. The launch triggered
sirens in Sderot and the Sha’ar Hanegev
Regional Council area.
“The IDF will not accept a situation in
which terrorist organizations act against
Israeli civilians and holds Hamas accountable for all attacks emanating from
Gaza,” the IDF said in a statement.
The Israeli strike was the second in
Gaza in as many weeks. On Sept. 7, Israeli warplanes attacked Hamas targets

Israel warplanes struck
terror targets in the Gaza
Strip for the second time
in as many weeks after
Israel’s Iron Dome downed
a rocket that triggered
sirens in Gaza-envelope
communities.
in the Strip in response to the launching
of incendiary devices into Israeli territory.
Since the end of 11 days of fighting
between Israel and Gaza terror groups,
Egypt has been attempting to solidify
a fragile cease-fire between Israel and
Hamas, which rules the coastal enclave.
However, Hamas has stepped up
attacks against Israel, including the
launching of rockets, incendiary balloons and renewed riots along the Gaza
border, one of which claimed the life of
an Israeli Border Police officer. HW

The gun has a range of more than 500 meters; it was designed
to deal “with modern terror threats, as well as urban and
open-area combat.”
(JNS) – The Israel Defense Forces has
made an additional procurement of the
micro-Tavor assault rifle, announced Israel Weapons Industries (IWI) last Tuesday.
A member of the SK Group technology and innovation holding company,
IWI produces combat-proven small
arms for governments, militaries and
law-enforcement agencies worldwide.
In a statement, it said the additional
procurement was “made as part of the
IDF’s complete annual plan, taking into
consideration significant parameters
such as adaption to the forces’ missions
in the modern battlefield, compliance
between acting duty forces and reserves,
and more.”
The micro-Tavor was developed in
close cooperation with IDF elite units
and tailored to their specific requirements, according to IWI.
It incorporates “advanced technology

enabling the conversion between calibers within minutes; special ops can use
the same weapon platform for a wide
array of scenarios for mission success,”
said the company.
The gun, which has a range of more
than 500 meters, was designed to deal
“with modern terror threats, as well as
urban and open-area combat – all in one
mission.”
On Sunday, the IDF’s official Hebrew
website stated that following administrative work focused on “the optimal
utilization of weapons for combat units,
a decision has been made to launch new
procurements of Tavor-type weapons.”
The IDF said that for the past decade,
the Israel-made Tavor has been serving
many infantry units and brigades in a
range of sectors. “It will be distributed to
the relevant units in the coming enlistment
cycles as well,” said the military. HW
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Tufts student wakes on Shabbat to find mezuzah gone, groups lodge complaint
ic Deadly Exchange campaign and attempts by Tufts SJP to remove a Zionist
student from the student judiciary due to
his identity should have been indication
enough.”
She said her organization calls on administrators “to ensure that its investigation into these incidents and this new
initiative will result in serious, concrete
measures to address anti-Semitism, including its anti-Zionist manifestations,
on campus.”
In response to the theft, Tufts Hillel

Carmichael Hall in the Residence
Quad at Tufts University in
Medford, Mass.
Credit: Wikimedia Commons.

reminded students that it offers a “mezuzah bank” to help students obtain
their own mezuzah.
“Such cowardly and anti-Semitic acts
have no place on our campus,” wrote
Rabbi Naftali Brawer, the Neubauer
executive director of Tufts Hillel, and
Allison Cohen, the student president on
Facebook. “We want you to know that
Tufts Hillel is here to support you and
to advocate for you. If you would like to
affix a mezuzah on your dorm or house
door, you can get one at Hillel.” HW

By Faygie Holt

(JNS) – Tufts University Police Department has launched an investigation
after a student reported that the mezuzah
affixed to his dorm room was stolen on
Sept. 4.
According to the school, the student
was awakened by laughter and other
sounds in the early hours that Saturday
morning. It was only later that he discovered the mezuzah was missing.
“Regardless of intent, the removal of
this important symbol of Jewish faith is
anti-Semitic and has caused harm,” said
Tufts president Tony Monaco in a letter to students. “This is a moment from
which we can all learn. All members of
our community should feel comfortable
displaying and expressing their faith,
and all members of our community
should respect those displays and expressions. We are all responsible to each
other.”
He added that the university has not
yet been able to identify the person or
people responsible.
The group Jewish on Campus, which
encourages college students to speak
out against anti-Semitism, posted an account of the incident from the student on
an anonymous basis.
In the post, the student wrote, “In the
middle of the night on my first Shabbat
of the year, a group of students walked
by my room making a lot of noise; it
sounded like they were banging on the
wall or my door. Eventually, I heard one
of them rip the mezuzah off the doorpost, and the rest of the group laughed.
I was too afraid to leave my room until
well into the morning.”
This incident came days after university officials announced a new initiative
to faculty and staff that seeks to, as Monaco wrote in his letter to students, “understand how anti-Semitism manifests
itself at Tufts.”
“This initiative includes focus groups
and a survey of all undergraduate students that will go out next week,” he
wrote. “Your participation in this process will help us fulfill the initiative’s
goal of understanding anti-Semitism at
Tufts better and proposing concrete suggestions on how to address it.”
According to the AMCHA Initiative,
a watchdog group that records incidents
of anti-Semitism and anti-Israel activism on campus, from 2015 until late
May 2021, there were 65 recorded incidents of anti-Semitic activity at Tufts
University, many of which were categorized as “anti-Semitic expression.”
“It is disturbing that a Jewish student
has already experienced an act of anti-Semitism. The timing of this incident,
at the very outset of the semester, raises
serious concerns about how the Tufts
administration will respond to such
hateful acts,” said StandWithUs CEO
Roz Rothstein. “While it is promising
that the administration has launched an
initiative to investigate how anti-Semitism manifests on campus in order to
better address it, last fall’s anti-Semit-

Your Online Source for Jewish Life in Memphis

LY

JU

9

Y
JUL

24

12

ST

U
AUG

8

T
AUGUS

29

ER

EMB

SEPT

A new online calendar,
customizable to
your interests.
Empower the access
you want to your
Jewish community.

Visit myjewish901.org to be entered to win a monthly $50 gift certificate
to Ricki’s Cookie Corner, Dinstuhl’s, or Dazzle,
July 1 through October 31. You can enter each month, so visit often!

Considering purchasing a new home
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Now is a great time to take advantage of the current rate environment.
You could potentially eliminate years oﬀ of your mortgage
and maintain a consistent monthly payment.

CONVENTIONAL FINANCING | JUMBO | FHA/VA | PORTFOLIO
With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is
the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether
you’re considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or
portfolio lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

Scott Sorin
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A Jewish guide to watching HBO’s harrowing ‘Woodstock 99’

Credit: Woodstock 99/ Rolling Stone1999

By Seth Rogovoy

Reprinted with permission Forward.
You learn a lot about what went horribly wrong with the Woodstock 1999
festival from the new HBO documentary, “Woodstock 99: Peace, Love, and
Rage.” You learn about the inadequate
precautions taken to secure the festival
grounds at a decommissioned air force
base in upstate New York; the blazing,
100-degree heat with sun baking asphalt
grounds that offered no shade; rivers of
sewage that overflowed from the portable toilets; and most notoriously, the unusually aggressive, testosterone-fueled
behavior of an element of the crowd
that led to violence and sexual assaults
and, by the end of the three-day event,
the wholesale and mindless destruction
of much of the infrastructure, including
the destruction of fences and fires that
burned lighting towers, vehicles, vendor
booths, merchandise tents – pretty much
anything that could fuel a bonfire. A fes-

tival of peace and love this was not.
But what you will not learn from the
documentary is how, just as in the original Woodstock Music and Arts Festival
in 1969, the stage was scattered with
Jewish artists throughout the weekend. The visionary behind the original
Woodstock festival, Brooklyn-born
NYU-dropout Michael Lang, was once
again the co-promoter of the event, as
he was five years earlier for the 25th
anniversary Woodstock ’94 festival,
which also suffered logistical problems
but nothing like the scene of terror at
Woodstock ’99. Rolling Stone magazine
called the disastrous event “a master
class in how to not schedule a festival
lineup” and “one of modern concert-going’s biggest debacles.”
The original Woodstock festival featured at least a minyan of Jewish performers onstage. The lineup at Woodstock ’99 featured dozens more artists

overall, and with that wider talent pool
from which to draw, it would have
been easier to come up with the minimum Jews necessary to say Kaddish at
a prayer service. It could have included
some of the following:
3rd Bass: One of the first interracial
hip-hop groups, 3rd Bass was led by
Michael Berrin aka MC Serch, who
grew up in Far Rockaway, Queens. The
trio had a big hit with their takedown of
Vanilla Ice, “Pop Goes the Weasel.”
Mickey Hart/Planet Drum: Flatbush-born Michael Steven Hartman aka
Mickey Hart, best known as a drummer
and percussionist for the Grateful Dead,
performed with his world-music outfit
Planet Drum.
Counting Crows: Frontman Adam
Duritz boasts Russian-Jewish ancestry.
Both his parents are doctors. He must be
such a disappointment to them.
Robby Krieger: Hard-rock group
Creed had former Doors guitarist Robert Alan “Robby” Krieger join them onstage for a version of the Doors’ “Roadhouse Blues.” It’s not clear if anyone in
the audience knew who the Doors were
– or that they did not perform at the
original Woodstock.
Los Lobos: Philadelphia-born Steve
Berlin is the only non-Mexican member
of the great roots-rock outfit from East
Los Angeles. He handles saxophone,
keyboards, and production duties for
the group.
Mickey Raphael: Michael Siegfried
“Mickey” Raphael is the longtime harmonica player for Willie Nelson’s band,
which unaccountably was included in a
festival lineup almost exclusively devoted to hard-rock acts.
Bush: Gavin Rossdale, whose family name was originally Rosenthal, was
the founder and frontman of this British
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grunge-rock outfit. In 2000, Rossdale
famously recited the Motzi blessing at a
Friday-night concert in Austria as a protest against that nation’s newly elected
right-wing government.
Rusted Root: Liz Berlin was barely
out of high school when she began writing songs with Rusted Root cofounder
Michael Glabicki. Berlin’s father, Rick
Berlin, credits his daughter with inspiring him to attend the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York to become
an ordained cantor. While Glabicki is
not Jewish, he once told an interviewer, “My sister converted to Judaism….
She married a Jewish guy, so I’ve been
to some of the ceremonies. I love it and
I think it’s a great community kind of
feel. I was at their daughter’s bat mitzvah and it was beautiful.”
Guster: The three founding members of Guster – Adam Gardner, Brian
Rosenworcel, and Ryan Miller – are
all Jewish. They met at Tufts University when they were first-year students.
Gardner was also in a band called the
LeeVees, which made an album called
“Hanukkah Rocks” for Warner/Reprise
Records in 2005.
Jamiroquai: This English neo-soul band
was founded by Jason Kay, whose Jewish
mother, Karen Kay, was a cabaret singer.
Megadeth: While Megadeth founder
Dave Mustaine’s family were Jehovah’s
Witnesses, his mother, Emily David,
was of German-Jewish descent. The
thrash-metal band’s guitarist, Marty
Friedman, is also a member of the tribe.
Mustaine was the original guitarist for
Metallica, who were also featured at
Woodstock ‘99.
Seth Rogovoy is a contributing editor at the Forward. He often mines
popular culture for its lesser-known
Jewish stories. HW

