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Chabad Presents “Chanukah Candyland” Along with First-Ever
“Grand Gelt Drop”

Rabbi Levi Klein lights one of more than 15,000 Chanukah menorahs that
are displayed around the world each year.
Once again, Chabad Lubavitch of
Tennessee will attempt to kindle the
spark of Yiddishkeit (Jewishness) within each and every Jew with their bold
public displays of Jewish pride.
“This year, we have added a new twist
to our Giant Menorah Lighting celebration,” said Rabbi Levi Klein, regional
director of Chabad Lubavitch. “Our
Chanukah Candyland celebration will
have lots of activities and goodies.”

The event will take place outdoors
(weather permitting) to ensure safety.
The festivities will get underway at 4
p.m., on Sunday, November 28, the first
eve of Chanukah at Chabad Center for
Jewish Life at 2570 Kirby Parkway.
One of the highlights will be the
building of an 8-foot candy menorah,
which will be kindled at 4:30 p.m. Other features of the festival will be making
and eating sandy candy and edible me-

norahs, cotton candy, hot latkes, and of
course, jelly doughnuts.
“The festival is open to the public and
all activities are free of charge,” said
Rabbi Klein.
A special addition to the usual festivities is the introduction of the Grand Gelt
Drop. Thousands of chocolate coins
will be dropped from the top of a bucket
truck for the kids to scoop up and enjoy.
“This is the first time we’ve done this
in Memphis, and sure to be a thrilling
treat,” added Rabbi Klein.
The holiday of Chanukah is a festival
of victory and celebration for all times,
highlighted by the kindling of menorahs
each night of the holiday.
“The message of Chanukah is the message of light,” added Rabbi Klein “The
nature of light is that it is always victorious over darkness. A small amount of
light dispels a lot of darkness. Another
act of goodness and kindness, another
act of light, can make all the difference.”
Today, the unprecedented public display of Chanukah has become a staple
of Jewish cultural and religious life,
forever altering the American practice
and awareness of the festival. Memphis’s menorahs are some of more than
15,000 large public menorahs sponsored

Rhodes Jewish Community Fellowship Applications Open

Jewish Community Fellow
Sophie Enda on Rhodes College’s
campus during her freshman year.
Memphis Jewish Federation is excited to announce that applications are
now open for the Rhodes Jewish Community Fellowship for the 2022-2023
academic year.
Once again, Rhodes College is making available five renewable $10,000
fellowships to first-year Rhodes’ students who participated in Jewish life
in their home communities. Fellowship
awardees are expected to become active
in Jewish life at Rhodes, including active involvement with the Rhodes Hillel
chapter.

“Being a part of the Rhodes Hillel
community has played an integral role
during my college experience,” said Sophie Enda, Rhodes College senior and
Jewish Community Fellow. “I found
Hillel to be a place of comfort for me
during stressful times and a source of
many lifelong friendships. I knew that I
wanted to give back to the Jewish community on campus somehow, and I was
able to do so as a Jewish Community
Fellow and by serving on the Rhodes
Hillel executive board. I cannot imagine
my time at Rhodes without Hillel and
the Jewish Community Fellowship, and
I know once I graduate, I will have left a
mark on Hillel and it on me.”
Eligible students must apply for admission to Rhodes for the Fall of 2022
semester, be offered admission, and
choose to enroll at Rhodes. Fellowship
applications will be reviewed by Memphis Jewish Federation and Federation
will recommend applicants to Rhodes.
A complete application includes a resume of current participation in Jewish
life, and a 500-word essay. The deadline
to apply for the fellowship for Early
Decision and Early Action Applicants
is December 1, 2021. The deadline for
Regular Decision Applicants is February 1, 2022.
For more information and to apply,

go to: https://hillelsofmemphis.org/
rhodes-college.
“We are thrilled with our ongoing
partnership with Rhodes College, including the support given to the Rhodes
Hillel chapter led by Hillels of Memphis
Director Sophie Bloch and the annual
Jewish Community Fellowship,” said
Federation Executive Vice President
Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkelstein. “The
broader Rhodes College community
embraces Jewish life on campus and is
always seeking ways to strengthen it.”
The first Rhodes Jewish Community
Fellow began in 2016 and many more
have followed, enjoying the gorgeous
campus, wonderful and challenging education, and warm and vibrant Jewish
life on campus.
The Rhodes College chapter of Hillel
was launched in 2017, building on the
previous work of the Jewish Student
Union. Rhodes Hillel is operated by a
student board in cooperation with Hillels
of Memphis Director Sophie Bloch and
a lay-led Advisory Council chaired by
Wendy Rotter. Rhodes Hillel focuses on
cultural, religious, educational and social programming and is open to all students regardless of background. Rhodes
Hillel is operated by Memphis Jewish
Federation and endowed through the
generosity of an anonymous donor. HW

by Chabad in more than 100 countries
around the world, including in front of
landmarks such as the White House, the
Eiffel Tower, and the Kremlin, helping
children and adults of all walks of life
discover and enjoy the holiday message.
Chabad will be visiting the sick in the
local hospitals making sure that those
unable to make it to a Chanukah party
or celebration will not be left out of the
Chanukah Spirit.
In addition, the Rabbi Klein will visit
Mid-South prisons.
In its Chanukah outreach campaign,
Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee has also
arranged for the erecting of several large
menorahs around the Memphis area including each of the three terminals at the
Memphis International Airport.
“It is a holiday that enriches our lives
with the light of tradition,” said Rabbi
Klein. “In ancient times our ancestors
rededicated the Temple in Jerusalem
with the menorah. Today, we rededicate
ourselves to making this world a better
and brighter place.”
For further information on any of the
above events or if you have any questions related to Chanukah, please visit www.JewishMemphis.com or call
Chabad at 901.754.0404. HW

Israeli Cyber Unit
Action Removes
Iran-Affiliated
Hacking Website

(JNS) – The Israeli Cyber Unit, part of
the State Prosecution Office, led the removal of a website belonging to the Black
Shadow Iranian-affiliated hacking website after it targeted a number of Israeli
websites, Walla reported last Thursday.
“The removal of the site means a significant reduction to expose personal
materials publicized by Black Shadow,
a hacking group affiliated with Iran that
has operated against Israeli sites in the
past two years,” said the report.
One of the recent targets of Black
Shadow was the LGBTQ dating site Atraf, which has been subject to a ransom
demand, with attackers leaking names
of users from the application. In the
past, the group also attacked Israeli insurance company Shirbit.
The site that was removed from the
Internet offered leaked databases stolen
from Atraf, according to the report, as
well as other databases that were taken
from the CyberServe company, which
built Atraf’s website.
The State Prosecution’s Office said
that it had sent legal messages to companies whose servers hosted the site,
leading to its removal. HW
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MJCC Hosts Kaf-Tet B’November…
Creating a Jewish State

MJCC Shlicha Noa Lavyud
What was it like for Israelis and Jews
around the world on November 29,
1947, as the UN General Assembly voted in favor of a resolution that adopted
the plan for partitioning the land of Israel?
Learn more about what happened
that day — 74 years ago — with MJCC
Shlicha Noa Lavyud, on November 29,
2021, at the MJCC from noon to 1 p.m.
Known as Kaf-Tet B’November, the
resolution led, in effect, to the declaration of the State of Israel on May 14,

1948. It was on that day that every Israeli was glued to their radios while 33
countries voted in favor of the resolution, which was followed by celebration, dancing and singing by all.
This program on November 29, 2021,
will take you back in time to understand
what it felt like for Israelis on that historical night – the day that changed the
history of the Jewish people forever.
How was the state established in the first
place? Was Israel established earlier
than we may have realized? What exactly happened in November 1947? What
did the day after the election look like?
In addition, Noa’s grandparents from
Israel will join the event in a LIVE
stream so everyone in attendance will
be able to ask them questions about life
as new immigrants in Israel in its early
years.
So join us November 29 at the MJCC
from 12 -1 p.m. to celebrate this day together. Refreshments will be provided.
For more information on Kaf-Tet
B’November at the MJCC email Noa
Lavyud at israel@jccmemphis.org or
call 901-259-9245. HW

MJCC Will Host Hanukkah Lunch for
Seniors
The Memphis Jewish Community
Center will host a Hanukkah lunch for
seniors on Wednesday, December 1
from 12-1 p.m. Seniors throughout the
community are invited for conversation,
learning and a Hanukkah lunch from
Nosh-A-Rye Deli.
The senior Hanukkah lunch will be
hosted in partnership with the MJCC
Larisa and Ben Baer Senior Adult Center and the Center of Jewish Living and
Learning.
“As we begin to transition back to
in-person programming, we are thrilled
to welcome seniors to learn and connect
at the J, “said Steve Kaplan, adult ser-

vices coordinator at the MJCC.
Hanukkah begins on Sunday, November 28, and the MJCC will offer many
ways to celebrate.
“Hanukkah is a time for joy and celebration,” said Lauren Taube, director
for the Center of Jewish Learning and
Learning at the MJCC. “We are excited
to invite the entire community, particularly our seniors, to join in commemorating this holiday.”
The senior Hanukkah lunch will take
place in the MJCC social hall, and there
is a $5 fee. Reservations can be made online at jccmemphis.org/jewishholidays
or by calling Steve at 901.259.9220. HW

Jewish Groups Urge Senate to
Approve Anti-Semitism Envoy Amid
Stalled Nomination
(JNS) – Some 21 Jewish organizations
wrote to the heads of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee last Thursday urging them to swiftly approve Deborah
Lipstadt as the next anti-Semitism envoy.
“As Jewish organizations dedicated
to protesting the rights and security of
the Jewish people, we believe that the
U.S. Special Envoy position is crucial to
addressing the global rise in antisemitic
violence, harassment, vandalism, atti-

tudes and incitement,” the groups wrote
in a letter to Foreign Relations chairman
Sens. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) and ranking member James Risch (R-Idaho).
The letter adds: “Every day that we
delay filling this critical position, we are
endangering people’s lives. We cannot
let antisemitism become a wedge issue
in today’s polarized politics.”
The organizations signing the letter
include American Jewish Congress, Anti-Defamation League, Central Confer-
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Memphis Candlelighting Time
Erev Shabbat, Fri. Nov. 19, 2021 / 15 Kislev, 5782............................4:33 p.m.
Havdalah, Sat. Nov. 20, 2021 / 16 Kislev, 5782 ................................ 5:31 p.m.
Weekly Torah Portion: Vayishlach
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International, Hadassah, J Street, Jewish
Council for Public Affairs, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish War Veterans,
Jewish Women International, National Council of Jewish Women, NCSEJ,
ORT America, Rabbinical Assembly,
Reconstructing Judaism, Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, Jewish
Federations of North America, Union
for Reform Judaism, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America,

Brian Lurie

Broker, GRI, RENE, MMDC, CRS
Cell: 901.315.2298
Office: 901.260.4780
Blurie2003@gmail.com
BestRealEstateAgentinMemphis.com
www.BluffCityBuilders.com

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism and World Jewish Congress.
It is the latest in a series of calls by
American Jewish organizations urging
the Senate to approve Lipstadt. Last
week, the Orthodox Union, Anti-Defamation League and the Jewish Federations of North America also sent a letter
to the Senate urging her approval.
Republicans have raised concern over
Lipstadt’s past tweets, including calling
Sen. Ron Johnson’s (R-Wis.) statements
white supremacy when he said during
a radio interview that he was not concerned by the mostly white insurgents at
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, but would be
concerned if former President Donald
Trump had won the election and those
rioting at the Capitol were Black Lives
Matters protesters or members of Antifa. She has also been criticized for appearing in an ad last year where she likened Trump’s rhetoric to Nazi Germany.
The Dorot Professor of Modern Jewish History and Holocaust Studies at
Emory University in Atlanta, Lipstadt is
a Holocaust historian and author known
for defeating a libel lawsuit from British
Holocaust-denier David Irving in the
late 1990s. She was nominated for the
envoy position by Biden in July. The position was created in 2004, but upgraded
to the rank of ambassador in 2020, requiring the nominee to be confirmed by
the Senate. HW
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Baron Hirsch Hanukkah Toy
Drive
The month of Kislev brings with it the
excitement of getting ready for Hanukkah. This holiday we all love is filled
with lights, gelt, toys and of course,
jelly donuts. It’s a time to spend with
family around the menorah and enjoy
looking at the many others lighting up
our neighborhoods.
One main theme of Hanukkah is the
idea of publicizing the miracle. We light
our candles by our windows so that everyone, Jews and non-Jews alike, can
recognize the miracle that befell the
Jewish people 2000 years ago.
Spreading the Hanukkah light includes spreading joy and happiness that
comes along with celebrating the holiday. Some of us are fortunate enough to
celebrate together with our loved ones
and receive gifts from our friends and
family. However, there are many who
are lacking the light that we are filled

with on Hanukkah. While many gather
to celebrate, some have no one to celebrate with and no one to shower them
with gifts.
With that in mind, Baron Hirsch is
privileged to announce that it is teaming
up with different children’s homes in Israel to provide toys for youth at-risk and
help spread light this Kislev.
One of the homes chosen, Kriat
Hayeled, (Childrens Town), is a home
for at-risk boys who were raised in disadvantaged homes. The toys collected will
bring some light and a smile as they begin celebrating the holiday of Hanukkah.
The toy drive will take place until the
end of November. The synagogue will
be collecting new, unwrapped toys to
be shipped to a few locations in Israel
and delivered to at-risk youth. Be sure
to drop off your gifts at the designated
box in Baron Hirsch. HW
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Baron Hirsch Congregation announced this week that registration for
its second annual Hanukah Hike is now
open. The Hanukah Hike is a unique fitness event that invites everyone to walk
on their own over a two-week period
while collectively working on a goal.
The journey brings together people
from 2 to 94 years old, from all over the
United States, from old friends to new
exercise buddies.
The goal is for a group to walk 6,621
miles – the distance from Memphis
to Israel. Individuals and families can
choose to walk anywhere and anytime
from November 21 through December 6.
Miles are automatically logged through
the use of an app, which people receive
once they register. Those who are unable
to use the app can manually track their
miles and call them into the shul office.
Registering for the walk is simple.
Just fill out a short form, which can be
found at www.baronhirsch.org/hike.
The fee is just $18 per person with a $60
family cap. All those who participate
receive free access to the app, as well
as some great Hanukah Hike swag and
treats. Pickup of the registration packages will be done as a drive-by at Baron
Hirsch on Sunday, November 21 from

10 a.m. – noon.
“The Hanukah Hike brings people of
all ages and abilities together to symbolically travel the distance to our homeland of Israel during the holiday that
commemorates the rededication of our
Holy Temple in Jerusalem,” stated Hanukah Hike chair Rachel Siegel.
To end the hike with a bang, everyone
is invited to come together in Meeman
Shelby Forest on Sunday, December 5
for a final walk. There will be several
paths with various lengths and difficulty
from which to choose.
Participating in the Hanukah Hike
does not prevent people from participating in the many other wonderful
walks and runs that are taking place in
the community over the coming weeks.
In fact, organizers urge everyone to
participate in other walks – and double
count your miles towards the Hanukah
Hike as well. A few other events taking
place during the two weeks of the Hanukah Hike include the Margolin Hebrew
Academy Fun Run, the Memphis Turkey Trot, the Memphis Hungry Turkey
and the March of Dimes Turkey Trot.
For more information on the Hanukah
Hike, contact the Baron Hirsch office at
901-683-7485. HW

Greening of the Latkes
Kids won’t even know
there are four different
veggies in this variation
on a holiday staple.

Near Chickasaw/Avon

New on market! Gated! Double Garage! Updated/Renovated 3
Bedroom, 3 Baths ALL ON ONE LEVEL in a super hot area! Granite
Kitchen w/17 Cabinets and Pantry! LR, DR and 23x19 Den w/FP!
$374,900. And, remember…
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Hidden veggie latkes.
Credit: PJ Library
(JNS) – We’ve all been there: trying
to get the younger set to eat more vegetables, especially at holiday time.
Here’s a recipe from a kid-friendly organization (the PJ Library) to add a dash
of vitamins to their plates.
In fact, have children lend a hand in
the measuring and mixing, so they’re
more invested in the tasty results.
Hanukkah begins this year on the evening of Nov. 28 and ends the evening on
Dec. 6.
Hidden Veggie Latkes (Pareve)
Makes 6 medium-sized latkes
Ingredients:
1 large russet potato, peeled
1 large zucchini, peeled
½ head of cauliflower
½ yellow onion
1 clove of garlic, finely minced
½ cup all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon pepper
vegetable oil for frying
Directions:
Grate together potato, zucchini, cauliflower and onion. Use a food processor
to make this step faster.
Wrap the vegetable mixture in a
cheesecloth or a lightweight kitchen
towel and squeeze out as much liquid as
possible.
In a large bowl, combine vegetables
with garlic, flour, baking powder, eggs,
salt and pepper.
In a frying pan, heat ½ inch of oil on
medium-high. Carefully drop a heaping
tablespoon of latke mixture into the oil.
Fry for roughly 2 minutes, then flip
and fry the other side.
Transfer each latke to a paper towel-lined platter.
Serve while warm with applesauce or
other fruit. HW
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The Word ‘Jew’ Isn’t a Slur

I am a Jew, not a Jewish person

Design by Emily Burack; Letters via undrey/iStock/Getty Images

By Joanna Mann
The aftermath of alleged Israeli airstrikes near Damascus on Feb. 15, 2021.
Source: Majd Fahd/Twitter.
(JNS) – Russian-made air-defense
systems in Syrian possession intercepted six Israeli guided missiles over Syria,
a Russian official has claimed.
According to a report by Russian media outlet Sputnik, Rear Adm. Vadim Kulit, the deputy head of Russia’s Reconciliation Center for the Parties of Syria,
said six Israeli F-15 jets entered Syrian
airspace last Monday, firing eight guided
missiles at Syrian military installations
in the central-western province of Homs.
The Syrian military said two of its

soldiers were injured in attacks that occurred in Homs and in the coastal city
of Tartus.
Syrian state media said last Monday
that Israel struck a number of targets in
Syria’s central and coastal regions.
The missiles entered Syrian airspace
at around 7 p.m. from the direction of
northern Beirut, according to the Syrian
Arab News Agency (SANA). The projectiles triggered Syria’s air defenses, which
downed “most” of them, said SANA, citing a Syrian military source. HW

The Best and Most Reliable
Attendant in the world
Avis Wilson 901-650-5333
References available
Rochelle Wiener
901-767-5298
Working longer hours
trying to keep up?
Come home to a clean house!

CALL THE BEST!

—SERVING—
EAST MEMPHIS, GERMANTOWN
AND COLLIERVILLE

35 Years Serving Your Community
Many References Available

(901) 494-8598

LISA’S CLEANING SERVICE

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take

you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and surrounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Errands, Airport. Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—

Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs
while you are away. I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009

Reprinted with permission Forward.
Being Jewish is one of the main parts
of my identity. So when people dance
around calling me a Jew, a word filled
with love and tradition in my mind, all I
can ask them is: Why?
“I don’t feel right calling you that,”
they say. “It just sounds like the punchline to a mean joke.”
People get creative when coming up
with alternatives – nervously adding
“-ish person” to the end of “Jew” at the
last second, calling me “a person of the
Jewish faith” or other awkward phrases
to avoid saying the dreaded J-word.
I know these people mean well, and
they’re afraid they might accidentally
say something offensive, but not saying
the word “Jew” gives power to the misconception that it’s a slur.
I can understand why they think that.
It’s true that bigots and antisemites often spit out the word in a condescending, disgusted way that makes it sound
like an insult. And let’s not forget the
Jews who were forced to wear the yellow Star of David badges branded with
the word “Jude” during the Holocaust so
everyone could identify them. In these
instances, Jew was most definitely used
as a slur.
But when well-meaning people use
it respectfully, it’s not offensive in the
slightest. In fact, it feels more awkward
to dance around the word than it does
to just say it. Most Jews refer to each
other as Jews, and others I’ve talked to
with similar experiences said that the
avoidance of the word makes them uncomfortable.
Yet, gentiles aren’t the only ones who
worry that Jew is an outdated term better left in the past. Even some Jews have
come to believe that the moniker is a derogatory word because of the contempt
antisemites have attached to it. It’s upsetting to know that others have ruined
a special and beautiful word for those
whom it describes.
Growing up, my friends and I referred
to ourselves lovingly as the “Jew Crew.”
I would hate for these types of phrases
to be eradicated from everyday vernacular, all because gentiles think it is something to be ashamed of.
Shockingly, even some style guides
have been published suggesting it is bet-

ter to use “Jewish people” over “Jews”
in writing. Again, I ask: according to
whom? It makes me wonder if any Jews
were consulted at all in this decision.
By setting rules that state “Jew” is not a
preferred term, it sets the narrative that
the noun is an insult, and it perpetuates
the negative connotation that Jews are
trying to break down.
It doesn’t help that the majority of
Jewish representation in TV shows and
movies plays on negative stereotypes,
even in today’s media landscape. Let’s
take the Saperstein family in “Parks and
Recreation:” the rich doctor father who
scams people, and the greedy, annoying
daughter whose catchphrase is “money
please!”
Or the jokes in “New Girl,” which often center on how the character Schmidt
is attractive despite being a Jew. Apparently the TV writers thought it would be
funny to throw in the line, “You’re really sexy for a Jew.”
Jabs like these are overplayed in various TV shows and movies. And while
the media definitely plays a role in perpetuating the misconception that “Jew”
is a slur, that doesn’t mean we should
give in and stop using it altogether. If
anything, it means that we should use it
even more in everyday conversation to
offset the stereotype that it’s an insult.
If you’re still worried about offending
Jews by using the word in the wrong
context, just remember that it’s OK to
use it as a noun, but not as a verb.
For example, you may have heard the
crude phrase “Jew him down,” which
refers to bargaining down the price of
something. This is clearly not an acceptable way to use the word, and other instances in which “Jew” is used as a verb
often carry the same disrespectful tone.
It’s also important to ask Jews if they
prefer to be called a Jewish person or
something else, and know that their
preference does not speak for the group
as a whole. It’s a personal choice that
can feel more sensitive to some than
others.
I am a Jew, and I want others to know
that referring to me as such does not
come off as disrespectful. It’s time to
reclaim our identity as Jews and not let
anyone diminish who we are by changing what we are called. HW
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By Abby Cassius

My experience can be summed up
in four words… The BEST SUMMER
EVER!
Our tour guide would also sum it up as
the hottest days of the summer, and the
best day on JSU/(The Jewish Journey)
TJJ, and I would have to agree. Along
with all the influential places we got to
visit, like Har Hertzl, Yad Vashem – the
Holocaust Museum, a Yom Kipper War
Bunker, or the Kotel, I made long-lasting relationships with other teens from
the Mid-West. We also challenged our
advisors asking questions about why
people fasted on Tisha B’Av, which I

didn’t know about until the trip, or why
some Jews are shomer negiah (refrain
from physical contact with members of
the opposite sex).
The water sports day in Eilat was one
of my favorite experiences. For the first
time ever, I went tubing and banana boating all in one day. The sun was beating
down on my face, and I could taste the
saltwater on my lips. The rafts were huge,
enough to fit four teens on each side. It
was crazy, and I flew off the raft, but
grew as a person every time my face hit
the water because I realized I was doing
all these firsts in my homeland, Israel.

This was my first time in Israel and
my real first experience going out of my
comfort zone. Some of the activities,
like rafting down the Jordan River, tripping through the Blind Museum or bunker, and stepping foot in a hostel room
with complete strangers, pushed me out
of my comfort zone as I had never felt
before. In the bunker, I put my teamwork skills to the ultimate test with the
Midwest bus [group] who I didn’t know
yet and learned how exhilarating it was
to meet new people, my TJJ family.
Overall, my summer experience was
so much more than just a vacation.
Services combined with Chaburah and
speakers informed me about Israel, the
Torah and Judaism in general, while the
historic sites put all of their words into
perspective. My friends and I slept under the stars in Bedouin tents and contemplated our futures as Jews. And, as
I got home, I have challenged myself to
use what I learned in my community, at
my synagogue and with my family.
I am appreciative to Memphis Jewish
Federation’s Lemksy Endowment for
helping to make my JSU/TJJ Israel trip
possible.
All rising high school juniors and seniors in the Memphis Jewish community are eligible for grants up to $3,000
to attend a recognized teen summer or
semester program in Israel. Teen Israel Experience applications for Summer
2022 are now available online. To learn
more and apply, go to https://jcpmemphis.org/lemsky-endowment-fund. HW

Israel’s First-Ever Olympic Medalist to Head
Israeli Olympic Committee
Yael Arad, who took
silver in the judo
competition at the
1992 Barcelona Games
and is widely credited
with bringing the
martial art into the
Israeli mainstream, will
be the first woman to
helm the committee.

Bat Mitzvah

Meredith Hodus
Meredith Hodus, daughter of Hilary
Hodus and Mitchell Hodus, will celebrate her bat mitzvah on Saturday, November 27, 2021, at Beth Sholom Synagogue.
Rabbi Sarit Horwitz will officiate the
services. To mark the occasion, Meredith will lead services, read from the
Torah and give a D’var Torah.
Meredith is a seventh-grade student at
Concord Academy. She enjoys drawing,
taking care of her dogs, Nova and Zeke,
and her cat, Pixie. Meredith attends
Camp Ramah Darom in Clayton, Ga.
and will be spending her fourth summer
there this year.
Meredith is the granddaughter of Herbert and Janet Hodus of Lantana, Fla.
and Dr. David and Lenore Forsted of
Wynnewood, Pa. HW

Birth
Hannah Daphna Kisber
Gabby and Zachary Kisber of Memphis, Tenn. are delighted to announce
that their daughter, Hannah Daphna Kisber, was born on November 1, 2021. Her
proud grandparents are Jolie and Michael
Kisber, and great-grandparents Janet Kisber, Sally Felt and Carl Zwerner. HW

Former Israeli judoka Yael Arad (right) poses with Israeli Culture and
Sports Minister Miri Regev outside the 43rd memorial service for the 1972
Munich Massacre in Tel Aviv on Sept. 9, 2015. Credit: Photo by Flash90.
(Israel Hayom via JNS) – Israel’s
first-ever Olympic medalist is breaking new ground once again, with her
appointment as the first woman to ever
head the country’s Olympic Committee.
Yael Arad took silver in judo at the
1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona and
is widely credited with bringing the
martial art into the Israeli mainstream.
In her new role, Arad will work to
bring Arab athletes into the Israeli delegation ahead of the 2024 games in Paris
and the 2028 Los Angeles games. The
last time an Arab represented Israel at
the Olympics was the 1974 Montreal
Olympics.
Arad will also work to ensure women
have a greater presence in Israeli sports,
not only as athletes but in key positions.
Arad has volunteered with Israel’s
Olympic Committee in recent years and
coached the Israeli judo delegation to
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
In 1993, Arad took gold at the European Judo Championships and won silver at the World Judo Championships.
Upon retiring from the sport, Arad
continued to coach judo and served as a
commentator for competitions.
This article first appeared in Israel
Hayom. HW
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Mazel Tov

Abby Cassius: My Teen Israel Experience

Abby Cassius (r), daughter of Melinda and Lyn Cassius, is a senior at White
Station High School who attended a NCSY/ JSU/ The Jewish Journey
program in Israel.
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“Jewish Memphis is a safe haven
and a strong community that my children will always be able to turn to,”
said Adam Lazarov. “Supporting it and
making sure our institutions stay strong
is important to me. When I donate to
Memphis Jewish Federation, I know
that it will go to agencies that support
the Jewish community. It’s pretty similar
to spreading out donations on my own,
it’s just a more efficient way to do it.”
A fourth-generation Memphian, Adam
grew up attending Jewish day school at
Bornblum Jewish Community School
(then known as Bornblum Solomon
Schechter School), attended Sunday
school at Temple Israel where he became
bar mitzvah and was confirmed, and actively participated in BBYO.
“Philanthropy was always something
that my parents valued when I was
growing up, and I remember they were
always very involved in the community,” said Adam of his parents, Debbie

B. and Ron Lazarov, both active Jewish
community leaders and philanthropists.
A Memphis Jewish Federation Lion of
Judah, Debbie is currently serving as Lions co-chair, is on the Federation board
of directors, and is a member of the
Lemsky Endowment Fund committee.
Ron serves on the Jewish Foundation of
Memphis board, is a member of Foundation’s Professional Advisory Group,
and his wealth management firm, Kelman-Lazarov, Inc., also supports Federation and Foundation as a corporate
partner.
“My dad is a past president of Bornblum. Even though he was incredibly
busy with his business and other ventures and devoting lots of time, resources, and attention to those matters, his
and my mom’s example taught me that
giving back is always something that
is really important for us to make time
for,” said Adam.
After undergrad at University of Texas
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Brian Epstein,
The Beatles’
Manager, to
Be Honored
with a Statue
In Liverpool

Adam Lazarov: A Lifestyle of Leadership and Philanthropy

Jami and Adam Lazarov, with their children, Sonia and Audrey.
Photo Credit: Jen Howell

|

followed by Harvard Law School, Adam
returned to Memphis in 2014 and now is
an attorney for Indigo Agriculture.
“I like that it’s a mission-driven company, and everyone works really hard
to bring profitability to farmers and
throughout the agricultural supply chain
while at the same time doing it in a manner that is proactively better for the environment,” said Adam.
Together, Adam and his wife, Jami,
who is the General Counsel for LifeLinc
Corporation, have two children, ages 5
and 3, and are expecting their third in
a few months. Since becoming parents,
the couple has developed an even deeper understanding of the many ways the
Memphis Jewish community connects
to and shapes Jewish life in our city.
“Memphis is a really fantastic place
for Jewish families because it is a sizable Jewish community, but not overly
sizable,” said Adam. “You can take on
leadership roles, be heavily involved,
and make a real impact. I’m on the Bornblum executive committee, because
I love their mission of accepting any
Jewish child in the community, regardless of whether the family is able to pay.
And I think it’s amazing that Federation
helps make that possible. Any Jewish
family that wants to come to Memphis
and connect their kids to a good Jewish
education and a solid Jewish community to grow up in, Memphis offers that.
That’s unique to Memphis and a big reason why I choose to support this community through Federation.
“In a way, my philanthropy is a reflection of understanding how fortunate
my family and I have been throughout
our lives, and so it does feel that there is
a need to give back and make sure that
we reflect on that on a consistent basis,”
said Adam.
Family is clearly a big influence on
Adam, and when asked, he stated that
his biggest inspiration in regards to
philanthropy is his grandfather, Sidney
Lazarov.
“My grandfather was somebody who
impacted me in a number of ways,” said
Adam. “He was very generous and was
a resource for people that needed a lawyer and couldn’t afford one, particularly
in the Jewish community.
“I think that Judaism placing such
strong value on helping others was
probably a subconscious influence on
me,” said Adam. “If I’m donating time
or money to an organization, I’m not
doing it to be a good Jew, per se, but
I do think there are years and years of
different lessons and values I’ve internalized and being involved in the Memphis Jewish community has profoundly
influenced me.”
To Adam Lazarov, philanthropy is
about an individual doing their part as one
piece in a much bigger puzzle and working together to create impact for the benefit of our entire community. In Federation,
he’s found the perfect partner. HW

Brian Epstein riding a horse at his
30th birthday party. Credit: Ron
Joy-Belle Schwartz Estate

By Shira Hanau

(JTA) – The Beatles’ Jewish manager who was credited with ushering the
band to global fame and success will
be memorialized with a statue in Liverpool, according to the BBC.
Brian Epstein, born on Yom Kippur to
a family of Russian and Lithuanian Jewish descent, first discovered The Beatles in 1961 at the Cavern Club in Liverpool. He became the band’s manager
in 1962, overseeing the group’s transformation from a scruffy local band to
the suit-wearing global sensation who
would play on “The Ed Sullivan Show”
in 1964.
Epstein lived his life as both a closeted gay man and a Jew, two identities
that made life especially difficult in
1960s England. Members of The Beatles often joked with Epstein about his
sexual orientation, according to a memoir written by Ivor Davis, a Jewish journalist who covered the band’s American
tour in 1964.
Once, according to Davis, John Lennon joked that Epstein should name his
memoir “Queer Jew.”
A spokeswoman for the Brian Epstein
Legacy Project, the group behind the
statue, told the BBC it would be the first
statue in Liverpool to commemorate an
LGBT person.
“Although his sexuality was not publicly known until after his death, it was
well known amongst his friends and
business associates [and he] faced many
personal challenges,” the spokeswoman
told the BBC.
She added: “Epstein was only 32
when he died and did not live to see the
changes that could have impacted on his
freedom to publicly express his sexuality [as] laws were changed a month after
his death.”
Epstein died of a drug overdose in
1967 at the age of 32. The Beatles attended a memorial service in Epstein’s honor
at the New London Synagogue. HW
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Jewish Actor Paul Rudd is
‘Sexiest Man Alive’ for 2021

Paul Rudd attends the New York premiere of “The Shrink Next Door” at
The Morgan Library, Oct. 28, 2021.
Credit: Alexi J. Rosenfeld/Getty Images

By Gabe Friedman

(JTA) – Paul Rudd, the Jewish movie star whose original family name was
Rudnitsky, was named People magazine’s “sexiest man alive” in 2021.
He responded to the magazine with
the signature sense of humility that has
helped endear him to fans – in addition
to his good looks – for over two decades
of mostly comedic roles.
“When I think about myself, I think
of myself as a husband and a father,
like I’m that,” he said in the article published last Wednesday. “I just hang out
with my family when I’m not working.
That’s what I kind of like the most.”
“There are so many people that should
get this before me,” he added.
Rudd, 52, was born to English Jewish
parents, and learned about the antisemitism their ancestors faced on the PBS
genealogy series “Finding Your Roots”
in 2017. Rudd said he grew up largely
detached from religion but experienced
some antisemitism himself as a kid
growing up in Missouri and Kansas.
Before he made a name for himself in
blockbuster comedies such as “Anchorman” and “Knocked Up,” Rudd was

briefly a bar and bat mitzvah DJ – he
even spun the tunes at the coming-ofage party for former JTA editor Gabrielle Birkner.
Rudd has played a few Jewish roles,
notably the former catcher and war spy
Moe Berg in a feature film. His next big
role is a very Jewish one: he will star as
Dr. Isaac “Ike” Herschkopf in the Apple+ TV adaptation of “The Shrink Next
Door,” a 2019 reported podcast about a
Jewish psychiatrist plugged into the New
York Jewish community who takes over
the life of one of his Jewish patients.
The list of famous Jews formerly
named “sexiest man alive” is short – pop
star Adam Levine was given the honor
in 2013, while actor Harrison Ford, who
had a Jewish mother and partly defines
himself as Jewish, was given the title
in 1998. English soccer legend David
Beckham, whose maternal grandmother
was Jewish and has called himself
“half-Jewish,” was People’s choice in
2015. Beckham also sent his youngest
son, Cruz, to a Jewish nursery school in
Los Angeles attached to the Reform Stephen S. Wise Temple. HW

Israeli Defense Company
Steadicopter Unveils New
Unmanned Helicopter

The Israeli defense company Steadicopter unveils a new unmanned
helicopter. Credit: Courtesy.
ber, intelligence, gas and oil rigs, and
(JNS) – The Israeli defense company
high-end naval missions.”
Steadicopter Ltd. unveiled a new unThe system also has the capacity to
manned helicopter last Tuesday called
carry additional batteries for longer
Black Eagle 50 Electric.
flights, heavier payloads and more, acIn a statement, the company said the
cording to Steadicopter.
helicopter is the newest model in its Ro“The Black Eagle 50 Electric has
tary Unmanned Aerial Systems family,
been developed in response to the need
adding that it is “powered by electric
of the company’s customers worldwide
motors and designed for a wide range of
for an electric VTOL (vertical take-off
law enforcement, maritime, civilian and
and landing) aircraft, which can still be
covert missions.”
used in many varied missions, both in
“The Black Eagle 50 Electric is the
terms of being able to carry advanced
first electrically powered unmanned hepayloads and through extended time
licopter with a maximum takeoff weight
in the air,” says Noam Lidor, sales and
of 50 kilograms,” explained the commarketing director at Steadicopter.
pany. “This enables high performance
and maximum operational flexibility for
Founded in 2005, Steadicopter specialboth security forces and civilian appliizes in the design, development and procations, such as search and rescue, cyduction of unmanned helicopters. HW
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Allan J. Katz Releases Book
“Ambushed By Betrayal”
A Survival Guide to Restore Intimacy in Damaged
Relationships
Infidelity shatters the most sacred part
of a committed relationship. It leaves
victims reeling in pain, wondering what
went wrong, and struggling through a
new and uncomfortable sense of self.
“Ambushed by Betrayal” takes the betrayed partner through a step-by-step
process to empower them to pursue a
hero's journey to regain perspective and
self- worth while acknowledging the
lies and loss just experienced.
Drawing from nearly 30 years of treating betrayed partners, psychotherapists
Michele Saffier and Allan J. Katz have
written a manual for those who recently discovered betrayal in a relationship
and for those still seeking answers years
after they discovered a new reality; an
addicted and disloyal spouse.
Replete with quotes from actual victims of betrayal as well as a series of
active exercises to guide the reader
through the process, “Ambushed by Betrayal” serves as a beacon of light in a
dark and devastating situation.
Readers will come away with a new
understanding of out-of-control sexual
behavior, learn of the power of forgiveness and reconciliation, a clear mind,
open heart, and self-respect.
The book also provides guidance in
finding the right therapist for additional
professional help.
The 330-page paperback book is published by Sano Press and is available on
Amazon and on the website http://allanjkatz.com.

Allan J. Katz is a Licensed Professional Counselor and Certified Sex Addiction
Therapist and has advanced training in
several other psychotherapy modalities.
He maintains a private practice in Memphis, Tenn. and is the author of four other
books on addiction topics. HW
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Let’s talk about money: Fraud prevention: Family
information sharing to help fight fraud

Fraudsters target and victimize all generations. Here’s how families can fight
back by staying vigilant

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director – Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Whether it’s robocalls, phony websites, or fake investment-opportunity
information, scammers are relentless
when it comes to finding new ways to
take advantage of people. Increasingly,
their targets are younger, too. According to the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), millennials are 25% more likely to report losing money to fraud than
those ages 40 and older, but the loss
amounts they report are much lower than what other age groups report.1
There is also evidence that older fraud
victims are often more reluctant to report their victimization.2
That’s why it’s important to have
an ongoing open dialogue with family
members of all ages about the different types of scams and the importance
of being on guard. That’s especially
true now. The coronavirus pandemic
has led to a surge in Internet use since
more people are working and shopping
from home. This provides more opportunities for scammers, says Lauree
Peterson-Sakai, senior vice president
and aging risk strategy leader at Wells
Fargo Advisors. The following tips and
conversation-starters can be particularly
useful.
Always proceed with caution
Do you and your children or grandchildren know how to research investments, businesses, and charitable organizations? “It’s important to empower
each other and share websites where
everyone can do their own research,”
Peterson-Sakai says.
A simple place to start: Do an Internet search for the business, investment,

or charity name along with the word
“scam.” Reliable sources for validation
include government sites, the Better
Business Bureau, and news articles. To
review the credentials of a charity or
nonprofit, visit GuideStar.org.
Also, apply a healthy dose of skepticism when it comes to offers for free
products, claims that you’ve won a contest you didn’t enter, or investment “opportunities” that promise spectacular
profits with little or no risk.
“Listen to that skeptic on your shoulder that says, ‘Really?’” Peterson-Sakai
says. “We all want things to be amazing
and easy, but unfortunately, that’s not
reality.”
Know how to recognize potential
phishing scams
Everyone needs to be wary of fraudsters trying to use fake emails or text
messages – known as phishing scams
– to retrieve your valuable information,
says Dr. Marti DeLiema, a professor at
the University of Minnesota who researches fraud.
Be skeptical of unusual text messages, emails, or requests on social media
such as “I’m in trouble” or “I need your
help,” even if it looks like it’s from a
friend or colleague. Remember to never
click on links to “verify” your financial
information or open attachments in response to an unsolicited email or text
that appears to be from a bank, a government agency, or what seems to be
a company you know. Scammers can
also “spoof” caller IDs, disguising their
identity by falsifying the phone number
shown. Just because a call looks like it is

Changing jobs, switching
employers, or retiring?

coming from the local sheriff or Social
Security office doesn’t mean it’s them
calling.
“Everyone is busy and can be speeding through emails and miss a red flag,”
DeLiema says. You can always inspect
a link or email address to see if it’s legitimate: simply hover over it with the
cursor to see where a link will actually
direct you.
It can also be helpful to review guidelines from Wells Fargo concerning how
to recognize and avoid phishing scams.
Be on the lookout for fake online
shopping sites
Sites that appear to sell discounted
items such as masks, sanitizer, and other
health and safety items in high demand
during the coronavirus pandemic could
turn out to be bogus.
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
recommends researching the company
or product to see what others are saying about it. If the seller has brand-name
items at steeply discounted prices, that
should raise alarm bells as well.
The FTC also recommends paying
with a credit card. This provides you
with protections under federal law saving you from paying for merchandise
you ordered but didn’t receive. Riskier
payment choices are debit cards, prepaid gift cards, direct transfers from
your checking account, or using a person-to-person payment service.
Be wary of people you meet online
Social media and dating platforms
can provide opportunities for a variety
of frauds, including so-called romance
scams.

Scammers typically start by building
a relationship, and then ask for a small
amount of money –their car broke down
and they need $100 to get it towed. As
the relationship grows, the requests get
bigger, Peterson-Sakai says.
She says some telltale signs someone
is a scammer include confessing strong
romantic feelings after just a short period, being hesitant about meeting in person, or describing personal woes they
say can be solved with money. “They
may say, ‘I want to see you; I just need
the money for a plane ticket,’” Peterson-Sakai says. “Once they get the money, they’re gone.”
Keep communication open
It’s important to have ongoing conversations about fraud with your family
members, both Peterson-Sakai and DeLiema say.
“Encourage each other to share if
something sounds suspect. Slow down,
ask a question, ask another question,”
DeLiema says. “If it’s a big decision,
let them know that you are there for a
second opinion. One thing that we have
found to be really protective against
scams is running it by someone else before making a decision.”
1
“Millennials More likely to Report
Losing Money to Fraud than Older Generations” Federal Trade Commission,
Oct. 1, 2019.
2
“AARP Foundation National Fraud
Victim Study,” AARP, March 2011.
For more information about this topic
or for Investment Banking, contact Mike
Stein 901.761.8151 or michael.stein@
wellsfargoadvisors.com HW

The Hebrew Watchman and Jewish Scene Magazine
are seeking experienced freelance writers to cover
local Jewish Memphis stories.
Please send writing samples of past work to
susan@jewishscenemagazine.com.
The Hebrew Watchman is published weekly and
Jewish Scene Magazine is published 6 times a year.
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Anthony Firkser Opens Up on Being One of The Few Jewish
Players in the NFL

Anthony Firkser on the sidelines during a game against the Los Angeles
Rams at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, Calif., Nov. 7, 2021.
Credit: Jayne Kamin-Oncea/Getty Images

By Emily Burack

(JTA) – Anthony Firkser didn’t start
playing football until his sophomore
year of high school. That may not sound
strange for the average person – but
for someone who is now a professional
NFL player, it’s a much later start than
most of his peers.
The reason? His Jewish mom, wary
about the dangers of the game.
Though his parents, Alex and Donna, are now supportive of his career,
his mom is still “always watching documentaries, and that makes it worse for
her – on all the concussion stuff.”
“But they’re happy for me, and very
supportive, and they try to make as
many games as they can to be there for
me,” Firkser told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency.
Despite the familial fears, Firkser, 26,
has forged a quietly steady career as an
NFL tight end. He has started at times
for the Tennessee Titans, the team he
has played for since 2018.
He’s also one of the league’s very few
Jewish players. He hasn’t experienced
any antisemitism in the NFL, but he said
he is often the first Jewish person some
of his teammates have ever met.
“It’s cool to talk about… to share a
little bit different background than a lot
of guys are used to in the league” Firkser
said. “Guys get to learn about [Judaism]
who have never kind of experienced it.”
Last year, in the wake of DeSean
Jackson’s antisemitic comments, Firkser and a few other Jewish football
players spoke out publicly about being
Jewish. Firkser was one of nine Jewish
NFLers who participated in an online
conversation about Jews and professional football. In the wake of the controversy, Firkser became an ambassador
for Unity Through Sport, a non-profit
dedicated “to using sports as a vehicle to
take a stand against discrimination and
hate in our society.”
“Unity Through Sport is an initiative trying to bring everyone together.
It’s kinda like a locker room where no
one sees any differences,” Firkser says.
“We’re all working towards a common
goal. That was something good to stand
behind and be able to use my Jewish
background as something that could be
seen as different that people don’t understand, but show them how similar it
all is.”
Firkser was raised in Manalapan,
New Jersey, where he attended Hebrew
school growing up and had a bar mitzvah.
“We had a bunch of bar mitzvahs and
bat mitzvahs in the family, always a
good time,” he said. “We celebrate the
main holidays – Hanukkah, Passover,
we try to get together to spend time together.”

One of the Jewish highlights of growing up was playing in the Maccabiah
Games in 2013 – the international competition for Jewish athletes – in basketball.
“I got to go to Israel for three weeks,
do a bunch of sightseeing and spend
time with other Jewish athletes. To get
to learn more about them and their backgrounds and traditions, it was a cool experience all around to learn about the
religion and the heritage and Israel as a
whole,” he said.
The Maccabiah Games was also the
last organized basketball tournament he
played in. At Manalapan High School,
he was a multi-sport athlete – playing
basketball, ice hockey, and, eventually,
football. He decided to focus on football, though he never thought he would
ever play professionally.
“I always had hopes and dreams, but
it felt like something that was such a
long shot,” Firkser said. “Every kid has
those dreams of playing sports. I didn’t
set too high of goals, and took it one
step at a time.”
He was recruited to play for Harvard
– not exactly an NFL feeder school.
Firkser is one of five Harvard football
players on an active NFL roster, and
one of 12 total to play at an Ivy League
school.
“In college, seeing guys ahead of
me get those opportunities [to play in
the NFL], it started to become a little
more realistic in my eyes,” he said. “My
sophomore and junior year, I was playing a lot more, and started focusing on
how I could make it to that next level.”
Firkser was not drafted when he graduated, but he signed with the New York
Jets as a free agent in May 2017, only to
be released in September. Two months
later, the Kansas City Chiefs signed him
to their practice squad, offering a future’s contract in January 2018, but then

released him in April 2018. The Titans
signed Firkser as a free agent in May
2018, and he made it onto their active
roster in October of that year.
His rocky road to playing time was
hard.
“The speed is definitely different,” he
said about college versus the pros. “The
type of athletes that are there – the size
and strength that you’re going against is
just a lot different.”
He made his NFL debut in September 2018 and scored his first-ever career
touchdown in December 2018 against
the Jets. Last year was a standout season
for Firkser – he appeared in all 16 regular season games for the Titans.
A career highlight came in the postseason, in a 2020 playoff game against
the New England Patriots, when Firkser
scored a touchdown on the Titans’ opening drive.
Going back to New England for that
playoff game was meaningful for him.
“I had a bunch of family there, a
bunch of college buddies come in,”
Firkser remembers. “A cool experience to have them all there and be able
to share that with them and know that
they’ve supported me along the way and
got to experience that together.
“Being able to go against Tom Brady
and that team and have some significant

plays was definitely something I’ll always remember,” he added.
Firkser hasn’t come across many other Jewish players in the NFL, but he did
play with Greg Joseph, a Jewish kicker
who was on the Titans in 2019. They
bonded over being “able to share similar
experiences.”
“You get a little stronger connection,
coming from that same background and
having those same traditions,” Firkser
said of Joseph. “He did stuff with Maccabiah [Games] as well in soccer, so we
got to share stories about that.”
Looking ahead to Hanukkah, Firkser
normally tries to celebrate with family.
He’s a big fan of latkes – which he pronounces in old-school fashion, like “latkeys.” (He also loves matzah ball soup,
even though that staple is associated
with a different holiday.)
But this year Hanukkah falls very early, making things more difficult with his
schedule.
“I’ll light some candles,” Firkser
says. “We’ll do something, to keep that
tradition [going].”
The Titans play the Patriots in Foxborough – a mere 45 minutes from Harvard’s campus – on the first night of Hanukkah, Sunday Nov. 28. So, he’ll get to
be at one home of sorts for the holiday
after all. HW
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The Missing Gift – Love
Editor’s note:
This story is being
reprinted in memory
of Ted Roberts in
appreciation of his
longtime service
as a newspaper
columnist.

By Ted Roberts

It had been a busy time for the King of
the Universe. The earth and all its contents – well, that was accomplishment
enough. But the galaxies and the rules
governing their orbit – sun, moon, and
stars and that concept of infinite space.
He was particularly proud of that. Just
imagine! The garden and its two occupants on planet Earth dwelled not in a
boxed enclosure, but in nothingness. No
beginning, no end, no top, no bottom.
It had to be that way since the universe
was the mind of the Creator and no one
should stretch out his hand and touch
that boundary. Thus was the first mystery introduced into the world.
Now, at the end of the sixth day of
creation He would rest. And so with
great satisfaction, He surveyed his
handiwork and meditated on all that He
had done. It was flawlessly complete. At
least as complete as He intended it to be.
Several ragged edges were purposely
left unfinished. The creature called man
must have a major mission besides mere
survival. Or else why His creation?
But what was that squeak, that dim
voice from below? It was the human
He had made. It was addressing Him,
his Creator. He was asking for His attention.
“Master, Creator, are you up there?
Can you hear me?”
“I, who can hear a grasshopper land
on a blade of grass can certainly hear
my most favored creation when he calls
out for me. Speak,” roared the Lord,

G-d of creation.
“Beg your pardon, Sir, but you forgot
something.” Remember this was before
the dialogues with Abraham, Moses,
Job, and the Prophets. The Creator was
the architect of the universe and this
puny voice out of a structure that He
had engineered was accusing HIM of
carelessness. Impudence of the highest
degree!!
“I know you imbued your creation
with hate because Cain threw a sharp
stick at me. He is going to be trouble, I
can tell. I beg of you that when you issue
your rules, it would be helpful to include
one commanding our offspring not to
throw sticks at their parents. And Sir,
you forgot something else, unnamable,
but necessary for the four of us and those
yet to come – if we must live together
on your Earth. We humans need it or we
shall treat each other like the animals.
You took great care with the mechanism
whereby we nourish ourselves. A great
job, Sir. And you marvelously designed
the tools of procreation so that like the
muskrats and elephants we could prolong our species. It seems to work splendidly. Already, two rabbits have grown
to two hundred and it works wonderfully with mosquitoes, too. They swarm
everywhere and feed off my flesh, but
as I surveyed the garden, I noticed an
unpleasant truth. Some of the species
who existed on that first day no longer
walked upon the garden’s mossy turf. I
think I counted more rabbits yesterday. I
think the wolves are eating the rabbits.”
The Lord listened with divine patience. Was He not patient? Later, did
He not endure forty years of official
complaints from the stiff-necked Children of Israel? So, surely He would
listen to Adam, His first. He answered
with controlled brevity. “Ah, you finally
discovered the purposed flaw, which I
left in creation. Know that it is yours to

correct, but what exactly do you think is
missing?”
“It is difficult to explain, Sir,” said
Adam, for he was voicing the complaint
that something that should be within us
is missing. And consider that he had a
limited vocabulary even when speaking
with his heart. “A feeling of kindness,
of warmth, plainly is lacking in the animals. And us, too, I’m afraid. I know it
is missing because I do not have it for
the woman – is that the right word – you
made for me. It’s like a warm feeling in
the chest.
“It is not necessary – this feeling – for
me and the woman to make more of us.
I know. . . wait. I know how to explain
it. It is like the feeling you told me you
have for us. In a lesser degree, of course,
but it would be constructive if we had
that glow for our fellow creatures, like
the new one that the woman carries in
her stomach. Please, Sir, bestow upon us
that warmth. Call it what you will.
“Your hearts are yours. I left them
empty – how else could I implant free
will? It must come from you,” boomed
the Master of the Universe. “Even I
have not the power to bestow it upon
you without impeding your freedom.
It is the blemish I left for you to cure.
Without it you and generations yet to
come will soak my Earth with your
blood. Now that you have discovered it
– DO IT. I was waiting for you to notice
its absence.”
(And to show the universality of the
human longing for goodness, perfection, an Armenian friend of mine, who
nominally practices the Eastern Orthodox form of Catholicism, told me an ancient Armenian Midrash. Armenians are
famed, you know, for rug making and
similar skills. Like Jews, they suffered
near genocide around 1915. Anyhow,
my friend tells me that after months of
weaving a rug for an emperor’s (or even
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a Wall Street Executive’s) palace, the
rug maker leaves a small, almost invisible flaw in the tapestry. Why? I get a
very Jewish sounding answer from my
Armenian friend: “To remind us of the
world’s imperfection and our mission.
It echoes of Tikuun Olam; i.e., mighty
Lord of the Universe, I, too, like you,
leave a shred of my work undone. Who
can outdo their Creator?”)
But the Lord took delight in his creation. And without hesitation He bestowed the capacity to love upon his
creatures. But only the capacity. It was
their responsibility to fill the void. And
He imbued a small dose even into the
beasts. Some inherited much – some a
little. Consequently, given the effectiveness of the procreation mechanism and
the Lord’s granting of Adam’s wish, His
breed still walks upon the Earth. And
Adam loved his helpmate, Eve. And on
Eden’s green fields the wolves, sometimes, lie down with the lambs.
The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scribbler on the Roof, has appeared in newspapers around the U.S., on National Public
Radio, and numerous websites. HW
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Insights From Israel
A U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem? But there is an Embassy!

By Howard Weisband

This should be an extremely short
column, given that the question itself is
immediately answered within the title.
However, a political crisis has emerged
as Jerusalem once again has become a
political football.
According to NBC News (November 6) “President Joe Biden took office
promising to reopen the consulate and
use it to rebuild diplomatic ties with the
Palestinians,” apparently based upon a
campaign promise. More recently, Yahoo News reported (November 10) that
“When Secretary of State Tony Blinken
visited Israel last May, he gave a private
and public commitment to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas that the
Biden administration is moving ahead
with reopening the consulate.”
No doubt there has been pressure on
the Biden Administration from both
inside Washington and from the Palestinian Authority to open a consulate in
Jerusalem.
Is the desired purpose of such a consulate to better serve the Palestinian
community? That would be an admirable objective, although hardly the case.
The U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem already
incorporates a department devoted exclusively to Palestinian affairs.
Rather, the pressure on the Biden Ad-

ministration is overwhelmingly political
in nature.
Soon after the President took office,
Palestinian Authority Prime Minister
Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh told France
24 Arabic TV: “We requested that this
administration reverse all the decisions
that were made by the Trump administration, including the decision [to move
the] U.S. Embassy [to Jerusalem]. However, we know that the new administration, might not go this way, and instead
choose an alternative option, which is
opening a U.S. Consulate in East Jerusalem in order to deal with the Palestinians directly. I believe that it sends a
[clear] political message.”
The political pressure has been reinforced more recently. The NBC report
cited above included a Shtayyeh September Facebook post: “We want the
American Consulate to constitute the
seed of a U.S. Embassy in the State of
Palestine.” During early November,
three U.S. Senate and House delegations visited Jerusalem and Ramallah.
“Shtayyeh told a delegation led by Sen.
Ben Cardin that the Palestinians demand the U.S. reopen the consulate as it
had promised.” (Yahoo News, November 10).
Now that the Knesset has approved

a new state budget for the first time in
over three years, demonstrating that
there is a strength to the Government
coalition, the consulate issue has become front and center.
Prime Minister Bennett, Foreign Minister Lapid, and Justice Minister Saar,
among others, all are on record that they
are resolutely against the opening of a
U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem. In fact,
they will not approve it, as within international law a host country must approve the opening of a diplomatic office
within its borders.
Constructively, these Israeli officials
and diplomatic analysts have suggested
that the U.S. open a consulate in Ramallah, the seat of the Palestinian Authority and its multiple ministries, to better
serve the Palestinian community. But
this has been solidly rejected by the PA,
emphasizing the political nature of their
demand.
The apparent U.S. response? On November 10, Israel Hayom and i24NEWS
reported that “The United States is developing an initiative to form a Palestinian unity government that the Americans
hope will end the split between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas and bring
calm to the West Bank and Gaza Strip.”
Possible? Unlikely. But potentially a

positive initiative? Yes.
The immediate response from the
PA? “The Palestinian Authority will not
respond to any American initiative as
long as there is no decision regarding
the opening of the consulate,” PA Minister for Social Development Dr. Ahmad
al-Majdalani told i24NEWS.
Writing for the Gatestone Institute
on October 27, Colonel Richard Kemp,
international strategist and terrorism
expert, succinctly described the situation as follows: “It amounts to a de
facto U.S. Embassy to the Palestinians
on Israeli territory. Its true purpose is to
undermine Israeli sovereignty in its own
capital city and will jeopardise future
prospects for peace between Israel and
Palestinian Arabs.”
A U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem will
remain an evolving issue of contention.
Howard Weisband served as Assistant
Executive Director (1975-77) and Executive Director (1977-84) of the Memphis Jewish Federation. Following Aliyah with his family in 1986, he served as
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency
for Israel through 1997, and then in
other senior professional positions in
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweisband@gmail.com HW
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Wiesenthal Centre Investigates
Online Webinars on “Whether
the Hebrew Bible is Really the
Religion of Ancient Israel at All”
PARIS – In a letter to Fiona Charrington, chief executive of Martin Randall Travel (MRT), Dr. Shimon Samuels, director for International Relations
of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre, expressed concern that, “Among the MRT
‘Tea-Time Talks’ is listed, ‘The Hebrew Bible and the Ancient Near East
– Six Online Talks by Professor Lloyd
Llewellyn-Jones’ of Cardiff University
in Wales, considered to be an eminent
authority on Persia after years of research in Iran.
MRT’s website description of his
forthcoming talks state: “In this series of
webinars, the Hebrew Bible (‘Old Testament’) is understood against the background of Ancient Near Eastern culture.
The lectures compare the religion of the
Hebrew Bible with the cultures of the
Ancient Near East, especially Egypt and
Mesopotamia.”... Adding: “Two models
of development are discussed: an evolutionary model of development in which
the Hebrew Bible is continuous with Ancient Near Eastern culture and a revolutionary model of development in which
the Israelite religion is radically discontinuous with Ancient Near Eastern culture. At stake in this debate is whether
the religion of the Hebrew Bible is really
the religion of ancient Israel at all.”
Samuels noted that, “this language
is reminiscent of the British historian,
Arnold Toynbee’s discussion regarding
Jewish culture: ‘There remains the case
where victims of religious discrimination represent an extinct society which
only survives as a fossil. .... by far the
most notable is one of the fossil remnants of the Syriac Society, the Jews.’”
By the same token, Arthur Koestler’s
book, “The Thirteenth Tribe,” claims
that “Jews are not descendants from the
historical Israelites of antiquity, but from
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converted Khazars, a Turkic people.”
“Our Centre is deeply concerned
that the MRT presentation of Professor Llewellyn-Jones’ theses may be
misconstrued as yet another denial of
Jewish Hebraic roots,” ...We watched
in fascination his online lecture for the
Megillah Project on Queen Esther, depicted as a Persian Harem concubine.
We look forward to his future chapters
on Mordechai and Esther, as saviours of
the Jewish people from the Holocaust
plan of Persian Minister Haman,” argued Samuels.
He continued, “Madam CEO, We
have created an exhibition, entitled
‘People, Book, Land: The 3,500 Year
Relationship of the Jewish People with
the Holy Land,’ authored by the late historian, Robert Wistrich, co-sponsored
with UNESCO. It has been displayed
at the United Nations, the Vatican, the
British Parliament and the Council of
Europe, inter alia...”
“Indeed, we would be delighted to
present it at one of your online webinars,” offered the Centre.
“We look forward to hearing Professor Llewellyn-Jones further thoughts in
regard to the Hebrew Bible,” concluded
Samuels.
For further information contact Dr.
Shimon Samuels at csweurope@gmail.
com, join the Center on Facebook, or
follow @simonwiesenthal for news updates sent directly to your Twitter feed.
The Simon Wiesenthal Center is
one of the largest international Jewish
human rights organizations with over
400,000 member families in the United States. It is an NGO at international
agencies including the United Nations,
UNESCO, the OSCE, the OAS, the
Council of Europe and the Latin American Parliament (Parlatino). HW
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Larry Mayer Wilk
Larry Mayer Wilk passed away on
November 10, 2021. He was 87 years
old. He is survived by his loving wife,
Joy, and his children, grandchildren and
great-grandchild. It wouldn’t be a Larry
story if we got right to the point – so
more on that later.
Larry was the beloved son of George
and Sylvia Wilk of Tulsa, Okla., where
he attended Central High. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in political science
from Tulane University, then his O.D.
from Southern College of Optometry in
Memphis.
Larry practiced optometry for more
than 40 years in Tulsa, at times sharing
a practice with his father. He and his
father were instrumental in expanding
the scope of treatments administered by
optometrists in Oklahoma. Every month
for decades, Larry spent a day giving
free eye exams and glasses to “Neighbor
for Neighbor” recipients.
Larry had a lifelong love of aviation,
beginning with a tour in the Air National Guard. In his 40s, he earned his
multiengine pilot’s license and launched
a second career running a private air
charter. He would say he enjoyed noth-

ing more than flying through the clouds
on his way to clear blue skies. In his
later years, he kept close to airplanes
as a “Blue Suede Shoe” volunteer at
the Memphis airport, where he assisted Make-a-Wish families with their
travels. He was honored by the Makea-Wish foundation as “Volunteer of the
Year” for that work.
Larry received a well-earned nickname “Dr. Ordeal” – as most endeavors
became an adventure – a trait that often
initially infuriated, but ultimately endeared him to those around him. Whether he was piling a crowd into his VW
bus for a 15-hour drive to ski, around
the corner for a Slurpee, taking the Romeos to Lenny’s, or any out-of-town
guest to the Bass Pro Shop to admire the
elevator, he was always surrounded by
family and friends living up to his mantra: “The more the Larry-er.”
The adventure kicked into high gear
when he met the woman who could
keep up with him (and keep him in
check), Joy.
Always along for the ride: his four
children, Wendy (Tom Markarian), David (Amy Wilk), Daniel, and Heather
(Richard Ellis), as well as his stepchildren, Ken and Jill Steinberg, Lisa Steinberg, David Steinberg and Heather Murphy and their children, Cooper Wilk,
Hudson Wilk, Jake Markarian, Corey
Steinberg (Eleanor and son Dylan) Eli
Steinberg, Jordan Levi, Cara Levi, and
Ryan Steinberg, as well as Larry’s circle
of friends that never stopped growing
following his move back to Memphis.
The funeral was held on November
12, 2021, at Temple Israel Cemetery.
The family asks that any remembrances be directed to the Make-a-Wish
foundation. HW
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Their Same-Sex Rabbinical Wedding was a Historic First for the Conservative Movement

Rabbis Becca Walker (left) and Ariella Rosen became the first same-sex
rabbinical couple to be married in the Conservative movement. At their
egalitarian ceremony, each bride broke a glass.
Credit: Kelly Prizel Photography

By Alix Wall

(JTA) – You could call it bashert: 15
years after a landmark decision in Judaism’s Conservative movement that
paved the way for gay and lesbian students to enter its rabbinical schools and
for rabbis to perform same-sex weddings, it would seem like destiny that
two Conservative rabbis would wed.
Of course, it happened at Camp Ramah.
Rabbi Ariella Rosen and Rabbi Becca
Walker tied the knot at the Conservative
movement’s camp in Palmer, Massachusetts, last month, with yet another queer
woman rabbi, Megan GoldMarche, officiating. Rosen’s father, Rabbi Jim Rosen, also played a role.
“It feels like we shouldn’t be groundbreaking,” Walker told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency. And yet she and
Rosen made history as the first-ever
same-sex marriage between two Conservative rabbis, according to Rabbi
Ashira Konigsburg, the chief operating
officer of the movement’s Rabbinical
Assembly, who said the organization
was not aware of any others.
The Conservative movement adopted
legal rulings designed to make gay and

lesbian Jews “feel accepted and welcomed” in its synagogues and communities. The next year, its two U.S. rabbinical schools admitted their first gay
students. And in 2012, the movement
issued guidelines for the first time for
same-sex weddings, although many rabbis had been performing them already.
Now, openly gay Conservative rabbis
work in a variety of settings – and while
many have married, including to others
who work in the Jewish world, none so far
have paired off as Rosen and Walker did.
Until recently, Walker, 33, was the
assistant rabbi at Toronto’s Beth David
congregation; Rosen, 35, is senior Jewish educator at Hillel Ontario.
They met at a Rabbinical Assembly
retreat in May 2018 for early career
women rabbis at the Isabella Freedman
Jewish Retreat Center in Connecticut.
They first clicked as conversational
partners in a workshop. On a hike, they
ended up only speaking to each other.
Then, they stayed up late talking at a
campfire, long after everyone else went
to sleep.
Both women grew up in New En-

gland and knew of each other while undergraduates in the joint Jewish Studies
program between List College and Columbia University.
Rosen was ordained by the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America in
New York in 2015 (she is one of four
people in her immediate family to have
attended JTS). Walker was ordained by
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
at the American Jewish University in
Los Angeles in 2016.
GoldMarche, who married them,
said she saw it coming that night at the
campfire before they did. While Rosen
thought she had made it clear she was
queer, Walker says she hadn’t; Walker
spent much of the retreat wondering
if they were connecting as friends or
something more.
Walker came out her senior year of
college, while Rosen did a year after ordination. Rosen was living in Philadelphia then, and Walker in East Lansing,
Michigan. In August 2018, Rosen went
to visit Walker; she was the first woman
Rosen ever dated.
Their relationship began long-distance, with them either visiting each other or meeting elsewhere. In July 2019,
Walker moved to Toronto. Meanwhile,
Rosen had left Philadelphia for New
York, planning to join Walker in the summer of 2020; that was, until the pandemic
hit. Instead, they moved in with Rosen’s
family in West Hartford, Connecticut.
“We made a major transition from
long distance, to never not being together,” Walker said. “But seeing the ease of
us doing life together, even with everything so hard around us, we felt that we
can do this.”
They enjoy learning Torah together or
teaching a class together … sometimes.
“We don’t ‘rabbi’ each other,” Rosen
said. “Since we’re both rabbis, it’s really
important to be able to turn off that piece.”

They knew they wanted a proper
wedding when it was safe to gather. But
they also learned that Rosen could join
Walker in Canada only if they were legally married.
So in May of 2020, their friend, Julie
Finkelstein, senior director of program
strategy and innovation at the Foundation for Jewish Camp, performed a civil
ceremony on a Brooklyn rooftop (Rosen was still a New York resident). They
deliberately chose not to have a rabbi
officiate, and, though they were legally
married at that point, they refer to that
ceremony as their “engagement.”
In July 2020, they both moved to Toronto.
On Oct. 24, they had their Jewish wedding in the spot where Rosen attended
Shabbat services as a Ramah camper. It
was an egalitarian ceremony in which
some blessings were changed to say
“bride and bride,” and each woman broke
a glass. There were around 100 guests,
including – they estimate – 19 rabbis, one
cantor and one rabbinical student.
They changed the traditional ring exchange language to what the Conservative movement calls a “brit ahuvot,” or
covenant of love.
“It was a privilege that we carry, that
others before us had already done the
important work of creating a framework
that felt meaningful for us, and viable
for who we are,” said Rosen.
While most if not all of the guests
were vaccinated, the ceremony, reception and dancing were all held outside,
and apple cobbler was served in lieu of
cake. The brides both wore Dr. Martens combat boots with their wedding
dresses.
Speaking of the optics of a queer
woman rabbi marrying two of her queer
women colleagues, Walker said, “I’m
happy to have more people see this, as
it makes people feel there’s a place for
them, too.” HW
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