

















PAGE 12 | NOVEMBER 18, 2021

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN | hebrewwatchman.com

Their Same-Sex Rabbinical Wedding was a Historic First for the Conservative Movement

Rabbis Becca Walker (left) and Ariella Rosen became the rst same-sex
rabbinical couple to be married in the Conservative movement. At their
egalitarian ceremony, each bride broke a glass.
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By Alix Wall

(JTA) — You could call it bashert: 15  lesbian Jews “feel accepted and wel-
years after a landmark decision in Ju- comed” in its synagogues and commu
GDLVP:V &RQVHUYDWLY HniteR YhemexQy&ar, \tskoW.S. rab-
paved the way for gay and lesbian stu-
dents to enter its rabbinical schools and
for rabbis to perform same-sex wed-
dings, it would seem like destiny that
two Conservative rabbis would wed.

Of course, it happened at Camp Ramah.

Rabbi Ariella Rosen and Rabbi Becca work in a variety of settings — and while
Walker tied the knot at the Conservative many have married, including to others
PRYHPHQW:-V FDPS LQ 3D Onhdiidrk i Ehy Jéwishkvrd, none so far
setts, last month, with yet another queer have paired off as Rosen and Walker did.
ZRPDQ UDEEL OHJDQ *R O GUOmilUredémly, Rvbker, 33, was the
FLDWLQJ
en, also played a role. congregation; Rosen, 35, is senior Jew-

"W IHHOV OLNH ZH VKR Xsb &Qcatr & Hills|\ ORt(iQ. G-
breaking,” Walker told the Jewish They met at a Rabbinical Assembly
Telegraphic Agency. And yet she and retreat in May 2018 for early career
5RVHQ PDGH KLVWRU\ D WortéiKndbbis Ei\tha IdabelhUFreedman
same-sex marriage between two Con- Jewish Retreat Center in Connecticut.
servative rabbis, according to Rabbi
Ashira Konigsburg, the chief operating partners in a workshop. On a hike, they
RIAFHU Rl WKH PRYHPHQeed up DifyEsp&akifgDi® each other.
Assembly, who said the organization Then, they stayed up late talking at a
was not aware of any others.

The Conservative movement adopted
legal rulings designed to make gay and

students. And in 2012, the movement
same-sex weddings, although many rab-

bis had been performing them already.
Now, openly gay Conservative rabbis

to sleep.
Both women grew up in New En-
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gland and knew of each other while un-
dergraduates in the joint Jewish Studies
program between List College and Co-
lumbia University.

Rosen was ordained by the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America in
New York in 2015 (she is one of four
people in her immediate family to have
attended JTS). Walker was ordained by
the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
at the American Jewish University in
Los Angeles in 2016.

GoldMarche, who married them,
said she saw it coming that night at the

They knew they wanted a proper
wedding when it was safe to gather. But
they also learned that Rosen could join
Walker in Canada only if they were le-
gally married.

So in May of 2020, their friend, Julie
Finkelstein, senior director of program
strategy and innovation at the Founda-
tion for Jewish Camp, performed a civil
ceremony on a Brooklyn rooftop (Ros-
en was still a New York resident). They
deliberately chose not to have a rabbi
RIAFLDWH DQG WKRXJK W
married at that point, they refer to that

FDPSAUH EHIRUH WKH\ G kc&emoKyLad HeibBngayement.”

thought she had made it clear she was
:DONHU VD\V VKH R©Ob@GQ24MheyDad theirJewish wed

TXHHU
spent much of the retreat wondering
if they were connecting as friends or
something more.

Walker came out her senior year of
college, while Rosen did a year after or

ELQLFDO VFKRROV DGPLWidatibG Ryséias lidird \VRhilhBel

phia then, and Walker in East Lansing,

LVVXHG JXLGHOLQHV IR UMihigah. AlANgust 20152 RoskR Went

In July 2020, they both moved to Toronto.

ding in the spot where Rosen attended
Shabbat services as a Ramah camper. It
was an egalitarian ceremony in which
some blessings were changed to say
“bride and bride,” and each woman broke
a glass. There were around 100 guests,
including — they estimate — 19 rabbis, one
cantor and one rabbinical student.

WR YLVLW :DONHU VKH ZD Vhay shendet) tia\traziBoRdd ihg ex-

Rosen ever dated.

Their relationship began long-dis
tance, with them either visiting each oth
er or meeting elsewhere. In July 2019,
Walker moved to Toronto. Meanwhile,
Rosen had left Philadelphia for New
York, planning to join Walker in the sum

5RVHQ:-V IDWKHDV8DEWD QMP BWRWEL DW 7RigrRQAER thdt was] WhtiKthepahtdaic

change language to what the Conserva-
tive movement calls a “brit ahuvot,” or
covenant of love.

“It was a privilege that we carry, that
others before us had already done the
important work of creating a framework
that felt meaningful for us, and viable
for who we are,” said Rosen.

KLW ,QVWHDG WKH\ PRY HGVHI&nbstW Ko &I\bHDe \Guests

family in West Hartford, Connecticut.
“We made a major transition from
long distance, to never not being togeth
er,” Walker said. “But seeing the ease of
us doing life together, even with every-

7KH\ AUVW FOLFNHG D VthifgRs0 NartlaroinwusRa@ Bethat we

can do this.”
They enjoy learning Torah together or
teaching a class together ... sometimes.

VDLG
important to be able to turn off that piece.”

were vaccinated, the ceremony, recep
tion and dancing were all held outside,
and apple cobbler was served in lieu of
cake. The brides both wore Dr. Mar
tens combat boots with their wedding
dresses

Speaking of the optics of a queer
woman rabbi marrying two of her queer
ZRPHQ FROOHDJXHV :DON

FDPSAUH ORQJ DIWHU HY HUNR®RIQHD VK XEHELW H D F K happy KdHave nbR\peldDle see this, as
"6LQFH ZH-UH ERWK LU/D FPELNVH . V&N RSHOIHO OHH O W

them, too.”"HW
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