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This Hanukkah, Join the Memphis Jewish Community to Shine a 
Light on Antisemitism

A Torah scroll and prayer books belonging to the Margolin Hebrew 
Academy were desecrated in 2013 during a boys high school Shabbat 
experience. This and seven other stories of antisemitism and hate will be 
shared during Hanukkah through video and social media during Memphis 
Jewish Federation’s city-wide Shine a Light on Antisemitism initiative.

Across the globe, antisemitism is 
spreading online, in public discourse, 
and in popular culture.

It is a darkness that threatens not only 
the Jewish people and faith, but every 
member of the human race, no matter 
creed or background.

To raise awareness of its danger and 
vanquish the hatred, it will take a bold 
act of unity, by people all across North 

America, using the only force capable 
of driving out darkness – light.

Conceived by Jewish Federations of 
North America and reimagined locally 
by Memphis Jewish Federation, Shine 
a Light on Antisemitism is an initiative 
designed to inspire everyone in Great-
er Memphis, Jewish and otherwise, to 
shine their own light of support, whether 
in a public square, their front porch, in 

the office or place of worship, or online.
Beginning the night of Sunday, No-

vember 28, the week of Hanukkah will 
be the catalyst for launching this ongo-
ing effort to Shine a Light on Antisemi-
tism in all its modern-day forms. This is 
no vigil. It’s a simple yet profound ac-
tion that anyone can take. It serves as an 
invitation to join neighbors and friends 
in every Memphis community to share 
in the light of love and acceptance of the 
Jewish people and celebrate in the inter-
connected humanity of everyone.

“Combatting antisemitism is a priori-
ty of Memphis Jewish Federation,” said 
Cindy Finestone, chair of Federation 
and a member of the Shine a Light task 
force. “I am inspired by the stories that 
we will share of those across our com-
munity who have experienced antisem-
itism and of those who have stood up 
for others, and I hope this initiative will 
further inspire us all to support, respect 
and learn from each other.”

Memphis Jewish Federation received 
a national grant to bring this initiative to 
Memphis. A Shining the Light task force 
was quickly assembled and a plan to ac-
tivate awareness and community solidar-
ity through digital storytelling was born. 
During Hanukkah, Shine a Light will 
spread across the city through a pre-built 

and sharable social media campaign 
and eight potent videos, the personal 
stories of individual Memphians who 
have experienced antisemitic and hate-
ful speech and actions, as well as those 
who have stood up against it. There will 
be an opportunity to sign a city-wide 
statement against antisemitism, order 
a Standing Against Antisemitism yard 
sign, and more.

Every Memphis Jewish community 
congregation, school and youth group, 
Hillels of Memphis and the Memphis 
Jewish Community Center are partner-
ing with Federation to share one video 
each night of Hanukkah and to raise 
awareness of antisemitism during pro-
grams held that week. Every Memphian, 
business, and organization in Memphis 
and its surrounding communities is 
welcome and encouraged to share this 
important content via their own digital 
networks with the hashtag #Memphis-
ShinesaLightonAntisemitism.

Visit jcpmemphis.org/antisemitism 
to learn more, take action, and shine a 
light on antisemitism. If you would like 
to participate as a volunteer or organiz-
er, contact Federation’s Executive Vice 
President Bluma Zuckerbrot-Finkel-
stein at bzuckerbrot-finkelstein@jcp-
memphis.org or 901-767-7100. HW
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The Lion Behind the Pin: Sue Ann 
Lipsey’s Joy from Giving Back

Sue Ann Lipsey’s connections to charitable organizations, as a hands-
on supporter as well as a philanthropist, have branched out in varied 
directions, but always profoundly connected to Judaism.
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“My Lion pin says 1998 on the back, 
so I’m assuming that’s when I became a 
Lion,” said Memphis Jewish Federation 
Lion of Judah Sue Ann Lipsey, whose 
connections to Jewish philanthropy are 
so numerous it’s hard to map a precise 
timeline. “I was working on Federa-
tion’s Annual Community Campaign 
at the time, and my dear friend, Mar-
lene Gerson, must have approached my 
husband, Bernard, prior to a Campaign 
Chair and Directors mission, because 
she bestowed the pin upon me on that 
mission to Israel.”

Sue Ann and Bernard make many of 
their charitable decisions together, with 
room for each to follow their personal 
passions as well, habits informed by 
their families. Sue Ann’s parents, Nor-
ma and George Fisher, raised her and 
her two brothers in northeastern Arkan-
sas, where they led fundraising efforts 
among the few Jewish families connect-
ed through a small reform congregation 
in Blytheville. After she and Bernard 
married, it was his family that inspired 
the young couple’s first steps on their 
own charitable giving path, inspiring 
Sue Ann and Bernard with work on be-
half of Hadassah and the Jewish Nation-
al Fund.

“My parents were always involved in 
Jewish philanthropies, which of course 
were not in the town,” she said. “My 
father was a clothing manufacturer with 
one factory in Arkansas and another just 
over the border in Missouri. He sold Is-
rael bonds to those small town banks, 
and was also very active as a fundrais-
er for United Jewish Appeal. He and 
my mother made contacts and ran little 
campaigns amongst our congregation.”

While her parents planted the seed, 
it was Bernard’s family who lit the 
spark. As a newlywed, Sue Ann was 

approached by Bernard’s cousin, Freda 
Brode, who asked for help collecting 
those iconic blue tin tzedakah boxes 
benefitting the Jewish National Fund. 
From there, Sue Ann’s connections to 
non-profits, as a hands-on supporter as 
well as a philanthropist, branched out in 
varied directions, but always profound-
ly connected to Judaism.

“We’ve always been very active at 
Baron Hirsch Congregation, which is 
important to us,” said Sue Ann. “I also 
did Russian resettlement after the fall of 
the Soviet Union, through what is now 
known as the Wendy and Avron B. Fo-
gelman Jewish Family Service (at the 
Memphis Jewish Community Center.) 
And Bernard and I have both had loved 
ones at Memphis Jewish Home & Re-
hab, so we engage with them also.”

Outside of the Jewish community, 
Sue Ann supports the Brooks Museum, 
Dixon Gallery & Gardens, the Mem-
phis Zoo and the Children’s Museum 
of Memphis. For the last four years, she 
has been actively involved in a Univer-
sity of Memphis College of Education 
program providing scholarships to area 
teens who commit to teaching in Shelby 
County Schools for a certain number of 
years after graduation.

“I definitely get a positive feeling 
from giving back,” she said. “For 20 
years, my friend, (and fellow Lion of Ju-
dah), Judy Moss, and I delivered MIFA 
meals once a week, and I always got a 
good feeling doing that. To be able to 
deliver meals to home-bound seniors, 
you get an interpersonal good feeling 
knowing that you are blessed and you 
can help out others who are less fortu-
nate.”

A similar sort of interpersonal joy 
comes from her connection to the sis-
terhood of fellow Lions, both from the 

relationships she has with the other 
women, and from the good that they do 
together.

“Many of my friends are also Lions, 
so when there is a program or an event, 
we go together,” she said. “In a way, it is 
a social thing for me, but when there is a 
project like the baby shower we had for 
Fogelman Jewish Family Service’s new 
Baby Pantry, we always think ‘I can en-
courage others in my peer group to get 
involved.’ It feels good to make a dif-
ference, and I like sharing that feeling.”

Sue Ann doesn’t recall she and Ber-
nard actively coaching her three now-

adult children to be philanthropic but 
knows they all internalized the example 
that was set at home. Daughter Nancy 
and sons Jay and Ira are all engaged 
philanthropists and lay leaders, and 
Nancy even earned a master’s degree 
in Nonprofit Administration and now 
serves as program director of the Boul-
der, Colorado JCC. The five Lispeys 
also conduct philanthropy together, us-
ing a family Donor Advised Fund at the 
Jewish Foundation of Memphis.

“It’s a good arrangement, because we 
then talk with our children about our 
philanthropy,” she said.  “We don’t use it 
for all of our contributions, but it is very 
convenient to have, especially when 
something arises like the Hurricane Ida 
request, or something for the Communi-
ty Needs that Sheri Gadberry sends out.”

Regarding mentoring someone just be-
ginning to think about their first steps into 
philanthropy, Sue Ann’s advice is simple.

“You can start small and grow big. 
Even a $5 or $10 donation,” she said. 
“When I used to make calls for Feder-
ation’s Super Sunday, they had that big 
campaign for 365: A Dollar a Day. I think 
in this day and age, certainly most people 
who are working can handle that.”

“Tzedekah is a mitzvah in Judaism, 
it’s pretty much a requirement,” said 
Sue Ann. “We repeated it many times 
(during Yom Kippur), that repentance, 
prayer, and charity can cancel the stern 
decree. We mention that quite a bit, and 
I think that it is incumbent upon all Jews 
to give to help others.” HW
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Baron Hirsch is excited to offer a new 
and innovative Bat Mitzvah Program 
for mothers and daughters developed 
by Matan – the Women’s Torah Institute 
for Torah Studies in Israel. Matan is on 
the forefront of women’s Torah educa-
tion, and the congregation is excited to 
be partnering with them for this unique 
learning program.

Matan’s Bat Mitzvah program brings 
significant meaning and content to the 
bat mitzvah year. It includes experien-
tial learning sessions for mothers and 
daughters that focus on the image and 
actions of Jewish women throughout 
the generations. Every session includes 
a shared learning experience for moth-
ers and daughters, based on sources, 
creative activities (drama, movement, 
art…) and a group discussion that con-
nects the world of Jewish values to 
the everyday life of the girls. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to build Jewish 
identity, while strengthening the bond 
between mother and daughter.

Baron Hirsch member Emily Lennon 
has worked tirelessly to bring this mean-
ingful program to the Memphis commu-
nity. The program will be taught by a 

number of local women who have been 
trained through Matan. There is much 
anticipation for the program to begin 
and for the mothers and daughters to go 
through a rich and meaningful experi-
ence with one another.

“I have dreamed of having this pro-
gram in our community in time to par-
ticipate with my daughter before her bat 
mitzvah,” said Emily. “The opportunity 
to learn about female role models from 
biblical times to present, collaborate on 
creative projects, and spend quality time 
together will be something all mothers 
and daughters will appreciate! I am so 
grateful that Dina Selter has brought the 
energy and professionalism to make this 
a reality.”

The program begins January 9 and is 
open to all girls ages 11-13. Even girls 
who have recently reached bat mitzvah 
are invited to attend and will find the 
program meaningful. There will be nine 
sessions throughout the spring.

The program is being coordinated 
by Baron Hirsch Youth Director Dina 
Selter. For questions or to register for the 
program, please contact Dina at Dina@
baronhirsch.org or 551-275-8543. HW

Baron Hirsch and Anshei Sphard Beth 
El Emeth Present “Spread the Light”

Baron Hirsch and Anshei Sphard Beth 
El Emeth are coming together to invite 
the community to a Chanukah dinner 
and Chesed celebration, “Spread the 
Light.”

This special evening will feature a 
delicious dinner, children’s programs, 
and a number of chesed booths, giving 
everyone an opportunity to spread joy 
to others in need this Chanukah season.

“Spread the Light” will be held in the 
Marsi Moss Social Hall at Baron Hirsch 
on Tuesday, November 30 at 6 p.m. The 
program will begin with a communal 
menorah lighting followed by a dinner 
with a Soup Bar, Sliders, Onion Rings, 
Latkes and Salad Bar.

Dina and Eitan Selter have been busy 
coordinating children’s programs – es-
pecially the major feature, “Find the Oil 
Escape Room.”

Adults can DIY (do it yourself) some 
Chesed Projects benefiting local chari-
ties. These easy-to-do projects are de-

signed to spread the light of Chanukah 
to people locally and in Israel.

In a recent issue of the Hebrew 
Watchman, Baron Hirsch announced its 
Chanukah Toy Drive in which new, un-
opened presents will be sent to Israel for 
at-risk youth. The Chanukah event is a 
perfect time to bring your donation for 
this cause to the congregation.

Chairing this event are Tracey Men-
delson and Cindi Weinstein.

“The committee thought it would 
be nice to help spread Chanukah light 
to others while celebrating the holiday 
together,” said Tracey. “Please join us 
for food, family fun and an evening of 
mitzvot.”

The price for adults is $15, and chil-
dren (age 3-12) is $10, with a family cap 
of $60. Sponsor opportunities for $120 
include admission for one’s immediate 
family. To make reservations, please con-
tact the Baron Hirsch office at gwen@
baronhirsch.org or 901-683-7485. HW

100-plus House Republicans 
Introduce Bill to Block Reopening 
of U.S. Consulate

(JNS) – More than 100 Republicans 
in the U.S. House of Representatives in-
troduced a bill last Wednesday that aims 
to block the Biden administration’s ef-
forts to reopen the U.S. Consulate for 
Palestinians in Jerusalem.

The bill, known as the Upholding the 
1995 Jerusalem Embassy Law Act of 
2021, prohibits the use of funds for any 

diplomatic facility in Jerusalem other 
than the United States Embassy to Is-
rael. It was sponsored by Rep. David 
Kustoff (R-Tenn.) and co-sponsored 
by 100 other Republicans, including 
House Republican Whip Steve Scal-
ise (R-La.), Conference Chairwoman 
Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) and Rep. Lee 
Zeldin (R-N.Y.).

The legislation is a companion piece 
to one introduced in the Senate by Sen. 
Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.) and is being sup-
ported by the Republican Jewish Coali-
tion (RJC), the Zionist Organization of 
America (ZOA) and the Faith & Free-
dom Coalition.

In a statement, Kustoff said that the 
proposal to reopen the consulate would 
be “inconsistent” with the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act of 1995.

“This bill is necessary to ensure the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 is 
faithfully implemented, upheld and pre-
served. I thank all my colleagues for 
joining me in introducing this legisla-
tion and sending a strong message that 
we stand shoulder to shoulder with our 
greatest friend and ally in the Middle 
East, Israel,” he said.

Under the Trump administration, the 
United States fully implemented the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 by of-
ficially and formally recognizing Jeru-
salem as Israel’s unequivocal capital in 
2017, relocating the U.S. Embassy to 
Jerusalem in May 2018, and merging 
the previous consulate general to the 
Palestinians into the embassy in 2019, 
becoming known as the Palestinian Af-
fairs Unit.

“The Biden administration absolutely 
must not betray our critical alliance with 
Israel by reopening the U.S. Consulate 
General in Jerusalem, which is being 
pushed by the Palestinian Authority to 
divide Israel’s eternal capital,” said Zel-
din, who earlier this month led more 
than 200 House Republicans in a letter 
to U.S. President Joe Biden opposing 
the consulate’s reopening.

In recent days, two Democrats – Reps. 
Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.) and Juan Var-
gas (D-Calif.) –have also broken with 
the Biden administration and announced 
that they oppose the move without the 
consent of the Israeli government. HW
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‘Tick, Tick… Boom!’ Doesn’t Erase the Jewishness of Its Story

The Hebrew Watchman and Jewish Scene Magazine
are seeking experienced freelance writers to cover

local Jewish Memphis stories.
Please send writing samples of past work to

susan@jewishscenemagazine.com.
The Hebrew Watchman is published weekly. 

Jewish Scene Magazine is published 6 times a year.

By A.R. Vishny
Credit: Macall Polay/Netflix

This first appeared on Alma. Reprint-
ed with permission.

When the film adaptation of “Tick, 
Tick… Boom!” was first announced, I 
was simultaneously elated and terrified. 
Lin-Manuel Miranda directing Andrew 
Garfield in an adaptation of one of my 
all-time favorite musicals? This was 
too good to be true. This was the stuff 
of my wildest movie-musical fantasies 
(and I have many of these). Either I was 
dreaming or being set up for disappoint-
ment.

Turns out I was not dreaming, and I 
was not disappointed.

“Tick, Tick… Boom!” is a semi-au-
tobiographical piece by writer Jonathan 
Larson, better known for his Tony-win-
ning and much-beloved “Rent.” It fol-
lows Larson in the lead-up to a work-

shop for what he believes is the musical 
that will finally give him the success he 
has been chasing through his 20s. All 
the while, the people in Larson’s life are 
moving on, moving out of the city or out 
of the arts, and he wonders whether he 
should do the same thing now that he 
hasn’t “made it” by the eve of his 30th 
birthday.

The movie itself is a brilliant adaption 
– and one that is remarkably Jewish in 
its execution.

For one, the cast is very Jewish. 
There’s Andrew Garfield (Jewish) as 
Larson (Jewish), along with a star-stud-
ded line up of Jews that includes the likes 
of Judith Light, Richard Kind, Jonathan 
Marc Sherman, Danny Burstein, Judy 
Kuhn and Ben Levi Ross, not to mention 
a whole array of Very Important Broad-

way Jews in uncredited cameos. Almost 
every Jewish or Jewish-coded character 
in the show is played by a Jewish actor, 
and they all deliver performances that 
aim for warmth and realism, rather than 
cheap stereotypes.

Not only that, but there are explicitly 
Jewish moments. The first comes in a 
hilarious scene in the diner where Lar-
son works, where he listens to two pa-
trons try to remember the name of “that 
Jewish bread.” They eventually land on 
“holly bread,” and the small, defeated 
“challah” Larson mutters while taking 
their order will be very familiar to any-
one who has ever been victimized by 
well-meaning goysplaining. The sec-
ond comes from a monologue during a 
key moment of the show, when Larson 
describes the impact of the AIDS cri-
sis. Larson breaks down talking about 
watching friends die and speaks of “par-
ents under 50 saying Kaddish for their 
children.

Moreover, this all comes in a show 
that asks again what we’re meant to do 
as individuals against the relentlessness 
of human suffering, about the necessity 
of action anyway, that “actions speak 
louder than words.” It all feels very 
Pirkei Avot, a Broadway-ready remind-
er that “it is not your responsibility to 
finish the work of perfecting the world, 
but you are not free to desist from it ei-
ther.”

I was frankly caught off guard by it 
all. I came in very familiar with the mu-
sical and Larson’s work. While it is not 
about being Jewish generally speaking, 
Larson was a Jew who had devoted his 
life to musical theater and idolized the 
likes of Stephen Sondheim and other 
Jewish theater creatives who came be-
fore him. Jewishness is an obvious influ-
ence in his work. Yet the details of who 
he was have become largely footnotes to 
the greater narrative of who he is in re-
lation to “Rent,” and how his death the 
day off-Broadway previews were set to 
begin seemed to prove the tagline of the 
show, that there is “no day but today.” 
He is an icon in American theater whose 
death elevated him to a literal legendary 
status.

And Jews who become legends, the 
RBGs among us, are almost always uni-
versalized, the specifics of their back-
grounds, specifically their Jewishness, 
erased. “Born to parents of Jewish de-

scent,” the Wikipedia page will claim, 
with the all the additional qualifications 
that they were self-described as “not 
religious,” as if that suddenly means 
they’re not still Jews. The stories that 
get told of them are made palatable, 
avoiding the implication that being Jew-
ish mattered at all to who these people 
were or the work they did. They will be 
played by non-Jews in the biopics of 
their lives, and as Jews we’re just sup-
posed to simply be contented that the 
general public has elevated “one of our 
own” to the status of sainthood, no mat-
ter that we don’t believe in saints.

To the absolute credit of Miranda and 
Steven Levenson, the award-winning 
Jewish writer who adapted the script, 
they deliberately avoided beatifying 
Larson in bringing this version of him 
to life on screen. As Miranda explained 
recently to The New Yorker, they were 
never “setting out to make ‘St. Jona-
than,’ because no one who knew him 
would argue that he was a saint.” This is 
precisely why the adaptation succeeds. It 
never loses sight of Larson, the person, 
in the midst of the legend. The portrait 
of Larson that emerges is one of a gifted 
creative and at times frustrating friend, 
who loved the people close to him while 
being self-involved and ambitious at the 
expense of most everything else. It’s a 
very human portrait, and all the more 
moving for it.

Choosing to cast Jews and preserve 
Jewish details on screen similarly 
achieves this sense of authenticity. This 
film takes the position that in order to 
render the most authentic portrait of Lar-
son possible, all the details matter. The 
specifics of his identity and the people 
he was surrounded by matter as much 
as the sets and costumes. Miranda, who 
has not shied away from allowing his 
life and identity to inform his work and 
public persona, recognizes that Larson 
was not transcending his background 
to write something with wide appeal. 
Rather, that context is where the work 
emerges from, and is therefore essential 
to the story.

Ultimately, Miranda’s “Tick, Tick… 
Boom!” is a fitting tribute to a writer 
who has meant so much to so many. It 
is a firm rebuke to the idea that Larson’s 
death somehow matters more to his leg-
acy than the life he lived, and one that’s 
staying with me for a long time. HW

Israeli, Two Palestinians Injured in Violent 
Clashes in Southern Mount Hebron Area

(JNS) – An Israeli and two Palestin-
ians were injured in violent clashes that 
erupted in the southern Mount Hebron 
region in Judea, a report by Israel’s 
Kannews stated last Wednesday night.

The Israeli civilian was hurt by rocks 
thrown by Palestinians and was evac-
uated himself for medical treatment, 
while a Palestinian suffered leg wounds 
from rocks thrown by Jews, according 
to the report. A second Palestinian also 
sustained injuries, though the cause was 
unclear, it added.

Kan said Israeli security forces were 
also examining reports of shots fired by 
Israeli civilians during the incident and 
were looking into reports of an arson at-
tack on a Palestinian home, as well as 

the shattering of Palestinian-owned car 
windows.

The report cited an Israeli security 
source as saying that Palestinians and 
Jews hurled rocks at one another during 
the clash, and that earlier, last Wednes-
day morning, local Jewish civilians set 
up a tent opposite a Palestinian building. 
Security forces disbanded the tent on the 
same day.

The Har Hevron Regional Council 
released a statement, saying that “a Jew-
ish shepherd went out to pasture in the 
morning, in the Mitzpe Yair area. While 
staying in the area, the shepherd set up 
a tent for shade. Unfortunately, at that 
exact location is an illegal Palestinian 
structure. The tent was destroyed while 
the Palestinian structure was not. In the 
evening, tens of Palestinians arrived, 
armed with stones, firebombs and burn-
ing tires.” HW

The Har Hevron Regional 
Council said tens of Palestinians 
arrived with rockets, firebombs 
and burning tires.

Har Hevron Regional Council. 
Credit: Ariel Palmon via 
Wikimedia Commons.

SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• Driver—Courteous and reliable person to take 
you anywhere you need to go in Memphis and sur-
rounding areas: Dr’s appointments, Shopping, Er-
rands, Airport.  Available weekdays and weekends.

• House Sitting and Dog Sitting—
Responsible adult available to stay with your dogs 
while you are away.  I love dogs!

Contact Rick Danzig: 901-337-6009
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Plough Towers: Giving Thanks

Plough Towers recognizes newly named convenience store “Carolyn’s 
MiniMart” Carolyn and Jack Washer remembered. Plough Board of 
Directors President Jason Salomon, Executive Director Leigh Hendry, 
daughter of Jack and Carolyn Washer Michelle Washer Malish, and their 
granddaughter Jackie Malish.

Plough Towers embraces the month 
of November, the month of gratitude, 
giving thanks for all that makes Plough 
the positive and supportive community 
it is. Beginning with the vision of Tillie 
Alperin and Ida Lipman 42 years ago, 
Plough Towers continues to be an inte-
gral part of so many lives thanks to the 
hardworking and committed staff, the 
dedicated Board of Directors, the com-
mitted volunteers and the family and 
friends who always make the health and 
welfare of the residents their top priority.

Keeping Plough residents safe is its 
#1 priority and residents and staff are 
grateful for the foresight in scheduling 
their booster shots for residents on No-
vember 10.

On November 11, Plough residents 
showed gratitude for all the veterans 
who have bravely served our country by 
holding a flag-raising ceremony in their 
honor.

The busy week continued with a very 
important event, the dedication of our 
convenience store! Carolyn and Jack 
Washer, of blessed memory, stand alone 
in their dedication to Plough Towers, 
Carolyn even received the Memphis 
“Spirit of Giving” Award in 2005. Even 
after Jack’s death, Carolyn continued the 

By Harleen Tague
legacy by volunteering to help residents. 
The Convenience Store at Plough was 
initially established to accommodate 
the needs of the residents, since food 
shopping was a luxury to some of the 
elderly. Forty years ago, convenience 
stores were scarce and grocery stores 
were not readily accessible. Through 
the hard work and dedication of Carolyn 
Washer, the residents of Plough Towers 
have a store where money is no object, 
stocking the store with items they need 
and want. Carolyn said, “It gives me 
the satisfaction of fulfilling the needs 
of people who can’t get out and do for 
themselves.” Carolyn’s mission to help 
Plough Towers residents some 40 years 
ago is still ongoing. A generous dona-
tion and a plaque given by the family 
of Carolyn and Jack Washer established 
“Carolyn’s Mini-Mart” where the resi-
dent’s convenience store was officially 
renamed on November 12, with the en-
tire family in attendance.

Plough Towers continues to practice 
a COVID-19- safe environment. Family 
and friends are welcome. For more in-
formation on happenings and events at 
Plough Towers visit ploughtowers.org 
or on Facebook at Plough Towers Mem-
phis. HW

In a Focus on the Future, Camp 
Sabra Names Terri Grossman as 
Executive Director; Kim Holtzman 
Sloan as Camp Director

In response to the ongoing success 
of Camp Sabra and to meet the needs 
of the future, Camp Sabra is excited to 
announce that it has named Terri Gross-
man as its new executive director and 
Kim Holtzman Sloan as new camp di-
rector. In these new roles, Grossman 
and Holtzman Sloan continue to lead the 
strategic, ideological and logistical ef-
forts of Camp Sabra. Combined, Gross-
man and Holtzman Sloan bring more 
than 40 years of Camp Sabra experience 
to the leadership of our premier Jewish 
sleepaway camp.

“The J is extremely fortunate that, 
after 26 years at Camp, Terri Grossman 
still has the passion for and commitment 
to Sabra to accept the executive director 
position,” said Lynn Wittels, president 
& CEO of the St. Louis Jewish Commu-
nity Center. “Terri has developed such 
a strong team that Kim Holtzman Sloan 
rising as our new camp director ensures 
a seamless transition in leadership. We 
are thrilled to share this news with our 
camp family.”

This new leadership structure begins 
a formal focus on the future of Camp 
Sabra and on securing its legacy for fu-
ture generations. As executive director, 
Grossman will oversee expanding alum-
ni relations, fundraising and facility de-
velopment, as well as lend her experi-
ence as past camp director as a resource 
to help guide operations at camp.

“I am so excited to be a part of this 
next step in helping to ensure Camp Sa-
bra’s future,” said Grossman. “I hope 
that by reconnecting alumni and creat-
ing a robust alumni association, we can 
reignite that passion for Sabra in all the 
people who have been lucky enough to 
spend a summer at our camp.”

Grossman and Holtzman Sloan have 
served at Camp Sabra in many capacities 
and with multiple tenures as teammates, 
including as assistant director (Grossman) 
and unit head (Holtzman Sloan) from 
1995-1996. Most recently, as director and 
assistant director, this pair is responsible 
for an incredible growth in camper enroll-
ment and retention. Since 2014 camper 
enrollment has grown 47% and hit all-
time record highs. Additionally, Camp Sa-
bra’s net promoter score (a statistic used to 
measure staff, family and camper satisfac-
tion) hit 96 in 2021– a number that reflects 
a truly outstanding camp experience.

Holtzman Sloan, as the director of 
Camp Sabra, will work with current 
Camp Sabra families and staff to ensure 
each summer at the Staenberg Peninsu-
la provides the best experience for our 
camp community. The camp director 
leads community stewardship and daily 

operations, and oversees camper recruit-
ment, all administration staff, camper 
housing, camper family communica-
tions and camp operations, including the 
health center and security.

“Working closely with Terri for the 
past eight years has taught me so much,” 
says Holtzman Sloan. “Most important-
ly, I learned that families want to send 
their children to a place where they re-
spect and have confidence in the direc-
tor at camp. Terri has been that director 
for our families and such a role model 
to me. I hope to continue to hold the re-
spect and confidence of the families as 
they send their children to camp this and 
future summers. I feel honored to follow 
in her footsteps.”

The promotion of Holtzman Sloan as 
camp director provides a continuation 
of the successful leadership that has 
grown Camp Sabra exponentially over 
the past eight years. In her previous role, 
Holtzman Sloan developed personal re-
lationships with all camper families and 
enrolled every single camper into the 
program. Her leadership brings her in-
sight through these relationships to the 
daily operation of Camp Sabra.

Camp Sabra is currently enrolling for 
the 2022 camp sessions – many units are 
already on waitlists. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website, campsa-
bra.com HW

Kim Holtzman Sloan, Terri Grossman and Lisa Deutsch of Camp Sabra 
Credit: Source

In-Home Care Services
Personal Care
Companionship & Housekeeping
Dementia & Alzheimer's Care
Respite Care
Safety Solutions

Memphis: 901-752-1515
Northern Mississippi:  662-393-1110
Covington: 901-296-1200

Contact Us

memphis-169.comfortkeepers.com
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Social Security Income

Changing jobs, switching 
employers, or retiring? 
Don’t leave your 401(k) or 403(b) unattended

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax or legal advice. 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing 
Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank 
affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0720-04236

Mike Stein
Managing Director – Investments
6075 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38119
Direct: (901) 761-8151
michael.stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com
 

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director - Investments, 
Wells Fargo Advisors

Estimating your future Social Secu-
rity benefits used to be a difficult task, 
but not any longer. For an estimate of 
your projected benefits, go to www.ssa.
gov/estimator. The retirement estimator 
gives estimates based on your actual So-
cial Security earnings record.

The website form will ask you for a 
number of facts, including your name, 
Social Security number, date and place 
of birth, your mother’s maiden name, 
additional information you provide 
about future earnings, and the age at 
which you expect to stop working.

Based on this information and your 
actual earnings history as maintained by 
the Social Security Administration, the 
Retirement Estimator generates an esti-
mate of the amount you would receive 
if you were to retire at age 62 (the ear-
liest date you can receive benefits), the 
amount if you waited until full retire-
ment age (which currently ranges from 
65 to 67, based on year of birth), and the 
larger benefit you would receive if you 
continued working until age 70 before 
claiming retirement benefits.

It’s interesting to note that the 2016 
Social Security Trustees Report includes 
a warning about the serious problems 
facing Social Security in the future. The 
trustees indicated that program costs 
(benefits paid) have been more than 
non-interest income (Social Security 
payroll taxes) since 2010, and they ex-
pect this situation to continue. Without 
changes, the Social Security Trust Fund 
will be exhausted by 2034 and there will 
be enough money to pay only about 79 
cents for each dollar of scheduled ben-

efits at that time, declining to 74 cents 
by 2090 (based on the current formula).1  
This is a reminder that taxpayers are ul-
timately responsible for funding their 
own retirements and that their future So-
cial Security benefits may be lower than 
indicated by the Retirement Estimator.

Source: 1) Social Security Adminis-
tration, 2016

 The information in this newsletter is 
not intended as tax, legal, investment, or 
retirement advice or recommendations, 
and it may not be relied on for the pur-
pose of avoiding any federal tax penal-
ties. You are encouraged to seek advice 
from an independent professional advi-
sor. The content is derived from sources 
believed to be accurate. Neither the in-
formation presented nor any opinion ex-
pressed constitutes a solicitation for the 
purchase or sale of any security. This 
material was written and prepared by 
Broadridge Advisor Solutions. © 2018 
Broadridge Investor Communication 
Solutions, Inc.

This advertisement was written by a third party 
and provided to you by Wells Fargo Advisors – 
Mike Stein, Managing Director – Investments.

Investments in securities and insurance 
products are: NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT 
BANK-GUARANTEED/MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank af-
filiate of Wells Fargo & Company.

© 2020 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. 
All rights reserved.

For more information about this 
topic or for questions about Invest-
ments, contact Mike Stein, Wells Far-
go Advisors, at 901.761.8151 or mike.
stein@wellsfargoadvisors.com HW

Debbie Rosenthal     LUXURY SPECIALIST 
 901.682.5600
 drosenthal@dreamvacations.com
      /debbierosenthaldreamvacations
www.dreamvacations.com/drosenthal

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for 
surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right 
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

David J Ross, Agent
8317 Cordova Road, Suite 101
Cordova, TN  38016
Bus: 901-795-9067
www.davidjross.net

OBITUARIES 
The Hebrew Watchman provides 

obituaries with a photo as a service to 
the Jewish community at no charge. 

Please send us your information 
and we can help you edit.

Have a Simcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman readers
901.763.2215

info@hebrewwatchman.com
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901.249.1525 • 3895 S Perkins Rd#3
Memphis, TN 38118

www.SparkPrinting.com

Celebrating a birthday, graduation, wedding
or just something fun? 

Let Spark Printing add another dimension! 

OBITUARIES

Mayer Eisman, 94, passed away 
peacefully on November 4, 2021, at his 
home. Mayer was a native Memphian, 
born on January 20, 1927, in a blinding 
snowstorm to Abe and Dora Eisman.

The family lived in Orange Mound 
behind the grocery store that his parents 
owned and managed.

Mayer attended and graduated from 
Peabody School and Central High 
School. While at Central, he and a 
friend crashed a wedding, where he met 
Dorothy Klein, to whom he was married 
for 56 years until her passing in 2004.

A master at design and repair of ev-
erything wooden, mechanical and elec-
tronic, he and his brother, Buddy Eis-
man, owned U.S. Radio & TV Repair 
for over five decades. He was active 
in Al Chymia Shrine Temple, making 
many life-long friends while serving 
in numerous leadership roles including 
Commandant.

Mayer Eisman

Marlin Merle Graber, 89, of Mem-
phis, Tennessee, passed away peaceful-
ly on Tuesday, November 8, 2021. Mar-
lin was born on September 24, 1932, in 
St. Louis, Missouri, to Louis and Sarah 
Graber. The family lived in Sikeston, 
Missouri, where his father owned and 
managed their dry goods store. In 1947, 
the family moved to Memphis. Marlin 
attended 9th grade at the Kentucky Mil-
itary Institute thereafter attending and 
graduating from Central High School in 
Memphis. It was during this time he met 
his wife of 68 years, Evelyn Margolin.

After high school he briefly attended 
Vanderbilt University then transferred 
to the University of Tennessee in Knox-
ville where he graduated with a degree 
in business law. Marlin joined R.O.T.C. 

Marlin Merle Graber

Barbara Ann Kleinman died on No-
vember 15, 2021, after a courageous 
fight with cancer.

She was born on October 5, 1940, 
in Memphis, Tennessee, but having 
had a huge sense of adventure lived 
in Raleigh, N.C.; Virginia Beach, Va.; 
Clarksville, Tenn., Kalamazoo, Mich.; 
Fayetteville, Ark.; Columbus, Ohio; and 
Yuma, Ariz. She moved back to Mem-
phis in her final years to be closer to her 

Barbara Ann Kleinman

in college and entered the United States 
Army in 1954 as a Second Lieutenant. 
After two years of military service, Mar-
lin, his young wife and infant son settled 
in Memphis. He went to work for his 
father-in-law, Joseph Margolin and his 
brothers, Ben and Sam Margolin, at first 
building homes. A short time later Mar-
lin began to manage the originations de-
partment of their mortgage division, Na-
tional Mortgage Company, and held that 
post until the company’s sale in 1995.

Marlin was very involved in com-
munal affairs. He served on the execu-
tive board of the Jewish Foundation of 
Memphis, as president of the Margolin 
Hebrew Academy and of Baron Hirsch 
Congregation. He also served as presi-
dent of the Memphis Mortgage Bankers 
Association and as a director of the Ten-
nessee Mortgage Bankers Association.

In addition to his wife, he leaves four 
sons, Steve (Esther) Graber of New York 
City, Larry (Teri) Graber of Memphis, 
Glenn (Pammy) Graber of Woodmere, 
N.Y., and Roy (Tova) Graber of Mem-
phis. He is survived by 18 grandchildren 
and numerous great-grandchildren. He 
was preceded in death by his only sib-
ling, Lorraine Graber Kolker. He is also 
survived by his nieces, Randee Kolker 
Smolensky, Marsha Kolker Boxerman 
and Nancy Kolker McIntyre.

The family requests that in lieu of 
flowers, contributions be made to the 
Margolin Hebrew Academy or Baron 
Hirsch Congregation. HW

He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Dorothy Klein Eisman, and siblings Bo-
rah (Buddy) Eisman, Annie Kaminsky 
Ross, Bertha Kaminsky Notowich and 
Julius Kaminsky. Also preceding him 
was his special friend, Millie Malkin, 
with whom he shared much joy in later 
years during their short time together.

He is survived by his daughter, Deb-
bie (Sam) Rosenthal, and grandson 
Evan Rosenthal, all of Memphis. He 
also leaves a nephew, Lewis (Ellen) 
Notowich of St. Louis, Mo., and niece 
Joy (Darrell) Carraway of Sugarland, 
Texas.

Special thanks are due to his amaz-
ing caregivers Forrestine Clark, Arnetta 
Siggers, Dorothy Washington and Avis 
Wilson. The family requests contribu-
tions be made to Anshei Sphard Beth El 
Emeth Congregation (PO Box 772597, 
Memphis, TN 38177-2597) or a charity 
of the donor’s choice. HW

family.
Barbara was one of four very close 

sisters and was preceded in death by 
her youngest sister, Billie Jo Bott, and 
is survived by sisters, Marie Chatham 
(Gary) and Carol Henshaw (Jim).

She is survived by  her relatives, 
Brenda Baskin (Steve), Alex and Han-
nah; David Bowman (Robin), Jonathan, 
Jodi, Joshua and Jarron; Lynette Hamm 
(Kurt) Rebecca, Zachery and Bryce; 
Aaron Kleinman (Hillary) Mattisyahu, 
Esther and Yonah.

Barbara had a special friendship with 
Ken Bylan of Yuma, Ariz., where she 
lived in retirement.

Barbara was quick with a laugh and 
having a good time with anyone she’d 
meet. She was sweet and outgoing ready 
to help anyone in need or going through 
a rough time. She was a devoted moth-
er and was adored by her children and 
grandchildren. She was an Optical En-
trepreneur.

She took great joy in being an active 
member of the Town Village communi-
ty and made many valuable friends.

Funeral services were held on Novem-
ber 17 at Anshei Sphard Cemetery. HW

Barton Segal

Barton Segal of Oxford, Mississippi, 
died on Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
at Oxford Rehabilitation and Health 
Center from complications related to 
COVID-19.

Barton is survived by his siblings, Gor-
don Segal of the Dominican Republic, 
Robbie Segal (Sally) of Memphis, Tenn., 
Rana Segal Rochat (Philippe) of Atlanta, 
Ga.; and his nieces and nephews, Carey 
Channing (Zach) of Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., Cleo Rochat of Nashville, Tenn., 
and Pablo Rochat of Atlanta.

Barton was born on December 6, 
1949 in Memphis to Maurice and Renee 
Segal. He was their first child. Barton 
was a graduate of Christian Brothers 
High School and Christian Brothers 
University in Memphis.

As a little boy, Barton was curious 
about the world around him. While his 
two brothers were getting into mischief 
in the neighborhood, Barton was col-
lecting and organizing bugs and rocks 
by day, while gazing at the stars at night 
with his starter telescope.

Bartonʼs true love was motion pic-
tures. His encyclopedic knowledge of 
films, their dates, directors, actors, and 
the theatres where he first saw films 
was remarkable. His collection of VHS, 
DVD, and Blu Ray editions of movies 

was second to none, particularly his 
curated selection of films in the Sci-
ence-Fiction and Horror genres. Barton 
naturally found employment at movie 
theatres, first at Fare 4 Theatre in Mem-
phis and then in 1976 at Ron Shapiroʼs 
legendary literary hangout for writers 
like Barry Hannah and Willie Morris, 
The Hoka Theatre in Oxford, Miss., 
where Barton booked the films, ran the 
ticket office, and was the projectionist. 
The cinema brought what should have 
been out-of-reach films like “Fitzcarral-
do,” “1900,” and “Pulp Fiction” to the 
hamlet and also supplied it with live 
music by traveling acts like The Tan-
gents, Bobby Rush, and Neurosis that 
seasoned the local culture and helped 
create bands like The Hilltops, The 
Kudzu Kings, and The Cooters.

Barton remained in Oxford after the 
Hoka closed in 1996 and continued to 
be a fixture in the community. In 2003, 
he helped establish the Oxford Film 
Festival, which in its early years had a 
Barton Block that consisted of his ap-
proved films in competition or bygone 
and overlooked movies that he felt de-
served to be seen on a big screen. He 
was also a film actor.

When not screening or watching mov-
ies, Barton liked to participate in the 
annual Mid-South Conference in Mem-
phis and dine with friends at Chinese 
restaurants and delicatessens. He was a 
master of reading fine print and amassed 
a treasure-trove of hard-to-get goods be-
cause of it. He was always ready to tell a 
dry joke or wild account from one of his 
adventures that could make you laugh 
or blush. No matter what you thought, 
there was no denying that Barton Segal 
was unforgettable.

Memorials in Barton Segalʼs memory 
may be made to the Oxford Film Festi-
val. Services were held on Friday, Nov. 
19, 2021, at Beth Sholom Cemetery. HW
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A Black American Became a 1970’s Basketball Star in Israel. ‘Aulcie’ Tells His Story.

Aulcie Perry is interviewed for 
a new documentary about his 
life as a star player for Maccabi 
Tel Aviv. Credit: Hey Jude 
Productions

901.300.3938
Available 24/7 Licensed Insured Bonded

mistertree.com

(JTA) – To Israelis who were around 
in the 1970s and ’80s, Aulcie Perry 
was “Michael Jordan and Kareem Ab-
dul-Jabbar rolled into one,” the viewer 
is told in the documentary “Aulcie.” Di-
rector Dani Menkin’s portrait of the un-
likely Israeli superstar basketball player 
– which is produced by Nancy Spiel-
berg and opening in general release 
in Los Angeles, New York and vid-
eo-on-demand after a couple of years on 
the Jewish film festival circuit – might 
not be anywhere near the quality level 
of Jordan’s own docuseries “The Last 
Dance.” But for Israeli hoops aficio-
nados, the curiosity factor alone might 
make “Aulcie” worth a look.

It’s a familiar rags-to-riches story with 
a Jewish twist: Perry, a Black American 
basketball player who grew up poor in 
Newark, is cut from the New York Knicks 
but finds a new lease on the game when an 
Israeli scout recruits him to join Maccabi 
Tel Aviv. From 1976 to 1985 he is Mac-
cabi’s star attraction, bagging the team 
two EuroLeague and nine Israeli League 
championships, among other honors.

He also achieves celebrity status in 
Israel, hitting up “all the discotheques” 
and entering a years-long relationship 
with supermodel Tami Ben-Ami. Per-
ry’s love for his adopted land even leads 
him to enlist in the Israeli Defense Forc-
es, convert to Judaism and adopt the 
Hebrew name Elisha ben Avraham. (His 
journey would go on to inspire other 
non-Jewish African-American players 
to do the same.)

Eventually Perry loses it all to drugs: A 
heroin addiction threatens his basketball 
career before drug possession and con-
spiracy charges derail it altogether. Upon 
his ignoble return to the States, he serves 
several years in prison; sprung early 

by Israeli officials to attend a TV show 
honoring his mentor, he moves to Israel 
permanently to rebuild his life as a coach 
with glimmers of his former celebrity.

These details of Perry’s life are por-
trayed onscreen with his full participa-
tion, and Jewish sports nostalgists will 
be happy to see him alive and well. But 
at 71 years old, he shouldn’t have to be 
carrying the team anymore – and yet 
that’s what winds up happening with 
the documentary, which can’t assist him 
when it comes to grounded cinematic 
storytelling.

Menkin is a veteran documentari-
an best known for his 2005 feature “39 
Pounds of Love,” which won Israel’s 
Ophir Award for Best Documentary and 
was shortlisted for an Oscar – and later 
received a scathing review from Roger 
Ebert, who said the film “feels uncom-
fortably stage-managed, and raises funda-
mental questions that it simply ignores.” 
That same sense of stage-managing and 

halfhearted question-raising also applies 
to “Aulcie,” which makes little effort to 
explore the interiority of its star, the con-
troversy his conversion sparked in Israeli 
society or the complexities of the bond he 
shared with his teammates and friends in 
Israel (there are some wisecracks about 
culture clash, but they carry no weight).

The film is framed around Perry’s at-
tempts to reconnect with a daughter he’s 
never known, a journey that feels both 
truncated and manufactured for our ben-
efit. Meanwhile, Menkin also dodges 
any serious discussion of race or out-
siderness; at different points the viewer 
is told both that there was “no racism” 
in 1970s Israel, and that most Israelis 
assumed any tall Black man they met 
was Aulcie Perry. Elsewhere, an Israeli 
comedian jokes that to replicate Perry’s 
height, he would have to “take two Ye-
menites” and “weld them together.” An 
incident where Perry and another Black 
teammate get into a fistfight with Real 
Madrid fans is barely mentioned, except 
in the context of its historic import (“this 
was decades before the Malice at the 
Palace!” we’re told, referring to a noto-
rious NBA brawl). Elsewhere, the film’s 
style becomes comically overwrought 
– an incessant, blaring musical score ac-
companies scant archival footage of Per-
ry’s playing, digitally doctored to appear 
aged and wiped away with iMovie-level 
effects. B-roll, the lifeblood of any doc-
umentary, is in short supply here; narra-
tion about Perry’s gifted basketball abil-
ity as a youth is bizarrely accompanied 
by present-day footage of him shooting 
hoops as a septuagenarian.

The strongest interpersonal relation-
ship we glimpse is that between Perry 
and Shmulik “Shamluk” Machrowski, 
Maccabi Tel Aviv’s gregarious general 
manager, who first recruited him. That 
Israeli TV show Perry attends toward 
the end of the film is for Machrowski, 
and the scene of them embracing after 
Perry’s decade-long fall from grace is 
indeed touching. Perry continues to en-
joy sports legend status in Israel, and a 
more honest consideration of his jour-
ney to this point would have made for 
a better film.

“Aulcie” opens in Los Angeles Nov. 12, 
and in New York and on VOD Nov. 16. HW

1BR | 2BR | Penthouses
Utilities Included
See our floorplans
@ embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East Memphis

THE EMBASSY APARTMENTS
A  D A T T E L  R E A L T Y  P R O P E R T Y 

“Luxury and Location”

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
901-685-8020

Bat Mitzvah
Mollie Felsenthal 

Mollie Felsenthal, daughter of Abby 
and Scott Felsenthal, will celebrate her 
bat mitzvah on Saturday night, Decem-
ber 4, 2021, at Ridgeway Country Club. 
Led by Cantor Ricky Kampf, Mollie 
will participate in the Havdalah service, 
lighting of the Chanukiah and deliver 
her bat mitzvah address.

Mollie is in the sixth grade at Born-
blum Jewish Community School where 
she serves on the Student Council. Mol-
lie is also a competitive dancer at Vi-
sions Academy of Performing Arts.

Mollie is the granddaughter of Min-
dy and Ed Brucker and Judy and Peter 
Felsenthal. She is the great-granddaugh-
ter of Mae and the late Isidor Brucker, 
Marcia and the late Eddie Moskovitz, 
Miriam and the late Jake Alabaster, Mi-
chele Felsenthal and the late Elaine and 
Donald Felsenthal. HW

By Andrew Lapin
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How Judith Became a Hanukkah Heroine

Judith with the Head of 
Holophernes” by Cristofano 
Allori, 1613, oil on canvas, from 
the Royal Collection in London. 
Credit: Wikimedia Commons

(JNS) – Holding a sword in one hand 
and a severed head in the other, she is 
terrifying and beautiful, a personifica-
tion of the feminine power to entice, 
destroy and redeem.

This is Judith, a pious Jewish widow 
who, in the apocryphal book that bears 
her name, seduces and then beheads an 
enemy general. An object of fascination 
for millennia, she inspired paintings by 
Caravaggio and Michelangelo, oratorios 
by Vivaldi and Mozart. She also appears 
on antique menorahs.

In Jewish tradition, Judith – or Ye-
hudit – is the heroine of the Hanukkah 
story. A female counterpart to Judah the 
Maccabee, she is credited with precipi-
tating the Syrian-Greeks’ downfall with 
her courageous act. Some Jews eat dairy 
products on Hanukkah to commemorate 
the salty cheese she offered to the gen-
eral before she killed him.

But Judith’s path to Hanukkah hero-
ine was not a smooth one. In fact, for 
more than a thousand years after it was 
written, her story was forgotten.

“It is not clear precisely when or why 
[Judith] disappeared from Jewish tradi-
tion, nor do we know for certain whether 
it was originally written in Hebrew or in 
Greek,” Deborah Gera, emerita profes-
sor of classics at Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and author of a commentary 
on the book of Judith, told JNS.

The oldest copy of the book of Ju-
dith is found in the Septuagint, a Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Bible com-
piled around the second century BCE. It 
reads something like this:

Judith, a beautiful and religious wid-
ow living in the Judean town of Bethu-

lia, finds herself at a critical juncture in 
history – Holofernes, a general of Nebu-
chadnezzar, “king of Assyria,” has be-
sieged her town on his way to conquer 
Jerusalem. The townspeople are ready 
to surrender, but Judith reprimands them 
for their lack of faith and convinces them 
to wait a little longer. She dresses in her 
finest garments, approaches the enemy 
camp and demands to see the general, 
claiming to have information to share.

Holofernes is entranced by her beauty 
and invites her to a banquet in his tent. 
At Judith’s urging, he drinks “so much 
[wine] as he had never had in his life” 
(12:20) and passes out. Judith utters a 
prayer and beheads him with his own 
sword. She takes Holofernes’s head 
back to Bethulia and tells the people 
to hang it from the city walls. The en-

couraged Jews proceed to rout the dis-
heartened Assyrian army; Judith sings a 
song of praise to G-d and lives to be 105 
years old, during which time “there was 
none that troubled Israel” (16:30).

‘Women are obligated to light the 
menorah’

Though scholars agree that it was 
written by a Jew, the book of Judith, 
like the book of the Maccabees, was 
not included in the Tanach, the Jewish 
scriptural canon. This may be because it 
was composed so late (scholars date it to 
around 100 BCE) and because the text 
contains obvious anachronisms: Nebu-
chadnezzar was a Babylonian king (the 
Assyrians were his enemies); the story 
takes place in the “13th year” of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s reign, or 592 BCE – five 
years after the first Babylonian siege of 
Jerusalem; and the town of Bethulia is 
not mentioned anywhere else in scrip-
ture or historical records.

Being excluded from the canon did 
not cause the Maccabees to be forgotten 
– their story was preserved in the Tal-
mud – but for Judith, it was fatal. She is 
not mentioned in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
or other early sources. “When Judith 
returned to Jewish sources in medieval 
times, it was in the wake of the trans-
lation of the Vulgate, the Latin version 
of Judith, into Hebrew,” said Gera. “The 
Vulgate version of Judith is different 
from the Greek one, with Judith a less 
independent figure, and the medieval 
Jewish Judith comes from this Latin tra-
dition.”

It is in these medieval tales, or “Judith 
midrashim,” that Judith becomes a Ha-
nukkah heroine. In them, Nebuchadnez-
zar is Antiochus IV Epiphanies, the evil 

By Sarah Ogince Syrian king of the Hanukkah story; Ju-
dith is the daughter or aunt of Judah the 
Maccabee, her victory over Holofernes 
mirroring Judah’s beheading of the Syr-
ian general Nicanor. And while the first 
Judith brought her own food into Ho-
lofernes’ tent to avoid eating non-kosher 
food, the Hanukkah Judith brings salty 
cheese, which she feeds to the general, 
causing him to binge on wine.

The Judith midrashim eventually 
found expression in Jewish law. The 
medieval French commentator Rashi al-
ludes to Judith, writing that women are 
obligated to light the menorah because 
the miracle of Hanukkah was brought 
about by a woman. In his commentary 
on Shulchan Aruch, the “Code of Jew-
ish Law,” Rabbi Nissim ben Reuben (c. 
1310-1375) calls Judith the daughter of 
the High Priest Yochanan and cites her 
story as the source for the custom of eat-
ing cheese on Hanukkah.

Despite her long absence from Jewish 
tradition, the historical interpretation of 
Judith is likely correct. The Maccabean 
Revolt took place in 164 BCE, six de-
cades before the book of Judith was 
composed, and it is entirely possible 
that the author intended the story to be 
understood in that context. Certainly, 
Judith makes Hanukkah – and its cui-
sine – richer.

“Judith is a paradoxical, challenging 
heroine, a pious and seductive woman 
who prays regularly to God and saves 
her people by lying and killing,” said 
Gera. “Some modern readers of her 
story may have reservations about the 
means Judith uses to achieve her ends, 
but it is difficult to resist her cleverness, 
independence and beauty.” HW

A Quarter of European Jewish Community Leaders Say They’ve 
Considered Emigrating Amid Concerns About Growing Antisemitism

(JTA) – A survey of Jewish communi-
ty leaders in Europe found that 23% said 
they were considering emigrating.

That figure is unchanged since the last 
time the American Jewish Joint Distri-
bution Committee conducted its regular 
survey of European Jewish sentiment 
three years ago.

But the JDC survey found that Europe-
an Jewish leaders, especially in Western 
Europe, are increasingly concerned about 
antisemitism, which for the first time 
since 2008 topped respondents’ rankings 
of concerns for their communities.

It also found that European Jewish 
leaders say they feel less connected to 
communities across the continent than 
they have in the past and that they are 
more concerned about poverty in their 
own communities.

Only 3% of the leaders surveyed said 
they had made active preparations to 
leave Europe and 67% said they had not 
considered emigrating at all. Another 
8% did not answer the question.

Of the Jewish community leaders 
who said they had contemplated leav-
ing, roughly two thirds said they would 
make aliyah, or immigrate to Israel.

The survey did not ask respondents 
their reasons for contemplating emigrat-
ing. But it is clear from their responses 
that European Jewish leaders are in-
creasingly concerned about antisemi-

tism and security.
More than two thirds of respondents 

said they expected antisemitism to in-
crease in Europe over the next decade; 
only about half of respondents answered 
that way in 2008, the first time the survey 
was conducted. At the same time, 22% of 
respondents said they feel unsafe in their 
cities now, compared to 7% in 2008.

Concern was highest in Western Eu-
rope, where a spate of jihadist attacks on 
Jews over the last decade have contrib-
uted to increased immigration to Israel, 
particularly from France. In the years 
2000 to 2010, fewer than 20,000 French 
Jews moved to Israel. But in the last 
decade, more than 40,000 have, a trend 
that surged after a jihadist murdered 
four Jews at a Jewish school in Toulouse 
in 2012 and surged again after another 
jihadist attack in 2015 left four Jews 
dead at a Paris kosher supermarket.

The effects of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, which have hurt members’ income 
and communal cash makers such as mu-
seums, are also visible in the survey.

Poverty in the community, “though 
not one of the top threats, has grown 
steadily over the years, from 10% in 
2008 to 35% in 2021,” the authors 
wrote. Some 37% of respondents 
marked financial hardship among mem-
bers due to COVID-19 as a major threat 
to the community.

Office Manager needed for local synagogue.
Responsibilities include, but not limited to:
   • Maintaining congregational membership management   
      system
   • Assisting Bookkeeper with accounts payable
   • Providing and maintaining yahrzeit calendar, including   
      mailing monthly reminders to congregants
   • Handling daily office duties including telephone calls from  
      congregants
   • Assisting Rabbinic staff
   • Proficient with Microsoft Outlook, Word and Excel

Expected hours 9am-3pm daily M-F
Salary negotiable based on skills and prior experience.

All inquiries and applicants contact 
ASBEEApply@gmail.com

Efforts in several countries to ban 
the slaughter of animals for meat with-
out stunning – a key factor in Europe-
an efforts to curtail kosher slaughter 
–  and non-medical male circumcision 
emerged for the first time as one of the 
top three greatest threats facing Jew-
ish communities. Among respondents 
younger than 40, 26% said this was a 
very serious threat, as did 66% of older 
respondents.

Support for Israel has grown among 
respondents over previous polls. For 
example, 66% agreed this year with the 
statement “I support Israel fully, regard-
less of how its government behaves.” 
The same statement had a support rating 

of only 48% in 2015 and 57% in 2011.
But in keeping with trends detected 

outside Europe, respondents under 40 
were less likely to agree with that state-
ment and ranked support for Israel as the 
lowest among 18 communal priorities.

The survey included 1,054 respon-
dents in 31 countries and was conducted 
in 10 languages. About a third of respon-
dents said they were Orthodox Jews, 
while a similar number characterized 
themselves as culturally Jewish. Nearly 
60% were male and over 55 years old, 
reflecting the fact that the survey is of 
communal leaders; few Jews under 40 
sit on communal organizations’ boards, 
according to the survey. HW

By Cnaan Liphshiz

DEADLINES FOR STORIES AND ADS
WEDNESDAYS AT NOON

WE ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT YOUR 
STORIES IN ADVANCE.
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Some Revelations about Chanukah

Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

Well, it’s time for my annual Chanu-
kah story.

The blank page stares at me ominous-
ly. After all 30 years of stories, what else 
is there to say? Except to relate the old 
Midrash about the fierce Israeli fight-
ers running out of weapons and hurling 
smothering latkes at the Hellenist Syri-
ans. I bet you didn’t know that.

And were you aware of the faces of 
the dreidel difference here and Israel? 
“A Great Miracle Happened There,” 

says the acronym for the made in U.S 
dreidel.

But the Israeli dreidel says, “A Great 
Miracle Happened Here,” all of which 
reminded me – why was I draining my 
cup (a Yiddishism) when only a phone 
call away in Israel resided the executive 
chairman of my theological staff – my 
granddaughter, who I rely on for mate-
rial. She had another Chanukah nugget 
for my storehouse of information.

In Israel, many people observed a 
milkach Chanukah. Why? This was 
hard. After promising her a promotion 
to Senior Executive Chairman, she re-
vealed all. Before our heroine, Yael, 
put a tent peg through the skull of the 
enemy, General Sisera – a Syrian – she 
offered him a glass of milk. Hence, a 
milkach day.

Naturally, the frying of latkes is to 
commemorate the miraculous supply of 

oil; only enough to light the ceremonial 
candles. It would seem to barely suffice, 
but allowed the frying of a ton of lat-
kes or potato cakes and leave enough oil 
for an oil change for your car. A well-
known miracle of Chanukah.

The larger elements of the Syrian/
Jewish conflict seem to be crowded out 
by the legendary miracle. Even in Israel 
the insides of doughnuts are fried up to 
commemorate the miracle of the oil.

One of the more bizarre elements of 
Chanukah is that it is not mentioned in 
our Tanach. It is in the Septuagint – the 
Greek translation of 300 BC – but it did 
not make it in the Canon that we use to-
day. Chanukah, a fascinating holiday.

The syndicated humor of Ted, the 
Scribbler on the Roof, has appeared in 
newspapers around the U.S., on Nation-
al Public Radio, and numerous web-
sites. HW

What Does the Talmud Say about Larry David Spilling Coffee 
on a Klansman’s Robe?
By PJ Grisar

This article first appeared in For-
ward. Reprinted with permission.

The fact that Judaism has its own vast 
corpus of legal arguments is of little in-
terest to Larry David – he’s a law unto 
himself. But every so often his actions 
give way to a question of Talmudic 
precedent.

When, for instance, Larry accidental-
ly spilled coffee on a Klansman’s robe 
on last Sunday’s episode and then prom-
ised to have it laundered in time for two 
upcoming “hate rallies” in Tucson and 
Santa Fe, he stumbled onto an area well-
trod by commentators and scholars: 
property law.

Throughout the episode, Larry ex-
plains how he feels obligated to pay for 
this white supremacist’s dry cleaning, 
even convincing a Jewish drycleaner to 
do it, telling him, a la Jesus, that he’s 
deciding to “turn the other cheek.”

It’s a crazy scenario, at home with 
David’s fearful deployment of a “Heil 
Hitler” to an antisemitic German Shep-
herd. But Jewish law is unambiguous 
about the first part of the predicament: 
the spilling, where Larry is clearly at 
fault.

“Halacha’s pretty clear,” said Rab-
bi Mark Wildes founder of Manhattan 
Jewish Experience, an attorney and a 
self-described “Curb” fanatic. “If you 

are negligent or you intentionally or 
carelessly damage someone else’s prop-
erty, whether it’s your ox goring another 
ox from the Talmud, or your car smash-
es into someone else or you spill coffee 
on someone else’s clothing, you do have 
responsibility to make the person whole, 
which means you need to take the item, 
get it cleaned, or pay for what that cost 
is.”

But, when Larry noticed the telltale 
Blood Drop Cross on the robe, that 
complicates things. Wildes says that if 
the clothing in question is being used 
for sinful activity – and the Klansman 
makes that clear pretty quickly – the 
person who damaged it is not respon-
sible for cleaning it. In fact, it may be 
a problem to do so. You may be facil-
itating the sin by having the garment 
cleaned.

“Maybe there’s an argument to be 
made about finding coats from other 
Klansmen and spilling coffee on them,” 
Wildes concluded. “That actually might 
constitute a mitzvah.”

Chaim Saiman, the chair of Jew-
ish Law at Villanova University, was 
less sure that the nature of the garment 
soiled – or the guy holding it – changed 
the basic facts of the damage done.

“You probably owe him the amount 
of dry cleaning,” Saiman said, though 

he acknowledged there are consider-
ations about aiding someone in doing 
“something illicit.”

Jewish law might say the fact that this 
guy is a Klansman “probably doesn’t 
excuse you from liability, but it certain-
ly would say don’t go out of your way to 
facilitate” the illicit action, Saiman said. 
But then again, if we’re going by First 
Amendment law, the rally is not neces-
sarily illegal. There are tons of case law 
about Klansmen on parade.

The fact that David has prompted a 
pilpul – or Yeshiva-style dialectic – is 
only fitting. Saiman once thought to 
write a treatise on “Seinfeld” and how 
its need to codify social norms is Tal-
mudic. (One Talmudic discussion on the 
Hamotzi blessing, Saiman said, corre-
sponds almost perfectly with an episode 
where an annoying comedian acquain-
tance of Jerry’s tries to quibble with 
whether or not soup constitutes a meal.)

Regardless of the correctness of Lar-
ry’s actions vis a vis the Klansman’s dry 
cleaning, this most recent episode of 
“Curb” finds our hapless hero perform-
ing accidental mitzvot, albeit unconven-
tionally.

For the first time since his near-death 
experience in Season 5, Larry begrudg-
ingly attends Rosh Hashanah services 
– the result of a bet over whether the 

shul’s rabbi makes a hole on the golf 
course.

This visit leads to Larry blowing a 
shofar – in the middle of the night, wak-
ing up some of his neighbors. Larry also 
commissions Susie to sew a new Klan 
robe, which ends up having a Star of 
David embroidered on the back. (“If 
you can sew some Stars of David into 
the Klansman robe, maybe that’ll justify 
sending it to the cleaners,” Wildes said.)

That Larry quotes some “Fiddler” to 
the Klansman when talk turns to tradi-
tion may also be something of a minor 
mitzvah. The Talmud appears silent on 
the issue of getting one’s friend to em-
brace food they love, but are afraid to 
eat on account of stereotypes, as Lar-
ry also does in this episode, but Larry 
proclaiming his love of gefilte fish in a 
grocery store is surely some form of cu-
linary good deed for the Jewish people.

But of course in the episode, Lar-
ry still engages in some light Lashon 
hara, telling Freddy Funkhouser that 
his girlfriend dropped a Pirate’s Boo-
ty cheese snack on the floor and didn’t 
pick it up.

“It’s indicative of a moral compass 
gone askew,” David insists.

But, cleaning a Klansman’s robe, 
that’s permissible – in Larry’s law, if not 
always in Judaism’s. HW

1,500-Plus Rabbis Rebuke U.S. for Abstention Vote on UN 
Resolution Targeting Israel

(JNS) –The largest rabbinic pub-
lic-policy organization in the United 

States called the Biden administration’s 
decision to abstain from a U.N. General 

Assembly draft resolution that targeted 
Israel “quite disappointing.”

The text, called “Assistance to Pal-
estinian Refugees,” demands “compen-
sation” for descendants of Palestinian 
refugees who lost property when they 
fled their homes, as well as an unlimited 
“right of return” for Palestinian refugees 
to a sovereign Israel.

Israel would cease being the world’s 
only Jewish state as a result of the res-
olution, which is related to the work 
of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA).

Israel was the sole country that op-
posed the text, which passed the Gen-
eral Assembly last Tuesday 160-1 with 
nine abstentions from the United States, 
Canada, Cameroon, the Marshall Is-
lands, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papa 
New Guinea and Uruguay.

Rabbi Yaakov Menken, managing di-
rector of the Coalition for Jewish Val-

ues (CJV), which represents more than 
1,500 traditional Jewish leaders, said: 
“This resolution employed a blatantly 
anti-Semitic double standard, demand-
ing ‘compensation’ for Arabs who left as 
advised by the genocidal Arab League, 
but no similar compensation from Arab 
states for the endemic ethnic cleansing 
of Jews and confiscation of their proper-
ty, much less a ‘right of return’ to coun-
tries unsafe for Jews to enter.”

“The [Biden] administration abstained 
on an issue of hate and bigotry,” he add-
ed. “This is not moral leadership. The 
previous administration took the morally 
correct approach, and we did not expect 
its position to be so rapidly abandoned.”

The Trump administration unequivo-
cally voted against similar resolutions 
aimed at Israel while the Obama admin-
istration traditionally abstained from the 
same resolution, which comes annually 
before the General Assembly. HW

The U.N. General Assembly commemorates the 20th anniversary of the 
adoption of Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, Sept. 22, 2021. 
Credit: UN Photo/Cia Pak.
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BBYO Delta Region hosted more than 
100 teens at a camp outside of Nashville 
for a weekend of friends, fun and Mac-
cabi. The group included 50 Memphis 
teens who attended the in-person get-a-
way. The teens visited with friends from 
around the region, inducted new mem-
bers into BBYO and enjoyed Shabbat. 
On Saturday, they participated in Mac-
cabi to compete in several games includ-
ing rock climbing, archery and more! 
The teens were surprised with a Kona 
Ice truck for a fun snow cone snack. 
The weekend ended with Havda-
lah around a campfire with s’mores. 
Delta Region is looking forward to Spring 
Convention April 1-3 in Memphis! HW

CONVENTIONAL FINANCING  |  JUMBO  |  FHA/VA  |  PORTFOLIO

With more than 20 years of experience in mortgage lending, Scott Sorin is 
the perfect candidate to assist you with any home financing need. Whether 

you’re considering refinancing, a new home purchase, jumbo loans or 
portfolio lending, Scott is eager to guide you through all of your options.

 

Considering purchasing a new home
or refinancing your current one?

Now is a great time to take advantage of the current rate environment.
You could potentially eliminate years off of your mortgage

and maintain a consistent monthly payment.

Scott Sorin
(901) 378-2244  |  NMLS#40975

7465 Poplar Avenue  |  Germantown
scott.sorin@iberiabank.com

www.iberiabank.com/mortgage

©IBERIABANK, a division of First Horizon Bank. NMLS#472329

7:00P SUNDAY DECEMBER 5
FIRST CONGO CHURCH
1000 COOPER 
MEMPHIS, TN 38104

FEATURING
SHEMEKIA COPELAND 
WILL KIMBROUGH
JIM LAUDERDALE
LIVINGSTON TAYLOR
WITH SPECIAL GUEST, 
AL KAPONE   
PRODUCED BY BRUCE NEWMAN FOR PROTECT OUR AQUIFER
TICKET INFO (901)-237-2972

VACCINATION REQUIRED. PROTOCOLS FOLLOWED. LIVE AND STREAM

TICKETS: ACOUSTICSUNDAYLIVE21.EVENTIVE.ORG

BBYO Happenings

River City BBG hosted a city-wide 
Memphis Game Night for all chapters to 
participate. It was an amazing turn out!

We began the night with Havdalah 
around a fire. Advisors helped serve 
“mocktails” and appetizers to our teens 
while they played poker and many other 
games. Each time teens won, they were 
given tickets to win prizes at the end of 
the night.

Regional Weekend

River City Hosts 
Game Night

Save the date for our Global Shab-
bat on Friday, December 3 at Temple 
Israel to celebrate Shabbat together 
and hear from a local Holocaust sur-
vivor. HW
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