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Kosten Foundation announces Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month Kick-Off Weekend Events

Kosten Family: Jeffrey Goldberg, 
Julie Kosten and Alan Kosten in 
2018 at the last in-person, pre-
COVID-19 event

The Kosten Foundation for pancreatic 
cancer research and support announced 
its kick-off weekend events for No-
vember’s Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month. The Kosten Foundation is be-
ing honored at the Each One Teach One 
Pancreatic Cancer Gala on Saturday, 
November 6 before hosting its 11th an-
nual Kick It 5K on Sunday, November 
7. Anyone interested in supporting pan-
creatic cancer research or participating 
in the 5K can learn more on the Kosten 
Foundation’s website at https://www.
kostenfoundation.com/.

“Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month 
is about fighting this deadly disease, 
honoring those we’ve lost, and wag-
ing hope so that anyone experiencing 
pancreatic cancer knows they are not 

alone,” said Kosten Foundation Chair 
Alan Kosten. “We are so grateful for the 
community’s support of the Kick It 5K 
and to Annette Wiggins for organizing 
the Each One Teach One Gala. We hope 
anyone that is able to contribute will 
consider supporting our cause.”

The Each One Teach One Gala is a 
celebration of pancreatic cancer survi-
vors and a tribute to those lost to the dis-
ease. This year’s event will feature light 
food and drinks, multiple door prize 
raffles, and an auction with all proceeds 
going to the Kosten Foundation. The 
Nov. 6 Gala will be held at MacStell’s 
Event Hall (3187 Winchester Rd.) and 
doors open at 4 p.m. Anyone interested 
in purchasing a ticket to the gala can do 
so online at https://bit.ly/2XR5ULX.

“As a member of the Kosten Founda-
tion’s pancreatic cancer support group, 
I’ve seen what amazing work they do 
firsthand,” said Annette Wiggins, a 
three-year pancreatic cancer survivor 
and organizer of the Each One Teach 

One Gala. “I’m so proud to help support 
their fight against pancreatic cancer, and 
after Saturday’s gala I will be running 
in the 5K.”

The 11th annual Kick It 5K is present-
ed by Baptist Memorial Health Care and 
will be November 7 in Shelby Farms 
Park. The event is virtual, or in-person 
and participants can choose between a 
1-mile walk or 5K run. Participants and 
their families will enjoy live music, food 
trucks, local vendors and much more. 
Online registration for the Kick It 5K is 
$35 and anyone interested can sign up 
on the 5K website at https://kickit5k.ra-
ceroster.com/.

In honor of Pancreatic Cancer Aware-
ness Month, the Kick It 5K will also 
feature a pre-race ceremony honoring 
pancreatic cancer survivors. Members 
of the Kosten Foundation’s pancreatic 
cancer support group will speak, survi-
vors in attendance will be recognized, 
and the names of friends and family lost 
to the disease will be read aloud as a 
tribute. The ceremony will begin at 1:30 
p.m. and anyone interested is encour-
aged to attend.

Since 2003, the Kosten Foundation 
has donated more than $2.4 million to 
pancreatic cancer research. The Foun-
dation’s latest round of research grants 
helped fund research teams in Memphis, 
New York City, Dallas, and McAllen, 
TX. In addition to its research efforts, 
the Kosten Foundation hosts the only 
free, virtual pancreatic cancer support 
group in the Mid-South.

Survivor Kathy Solomon finishes 
the race in 2018.

Fun Walk 2018

The Kosten Foundation for Pancre-
atic Cancer Research was founded in 
2003 by the family of Herb Kosten 
after his death due to pancreatic can-
cer. Kosten’s family sought to improve 
community support, awareness, and 
funding for pancreatic cancer, one of 
the deadliest known cancers. The or-
ganization has donated more than $2.4 
million for pancreatic cancer research 
and hosts a very active monthly support 
group meeting for patients, their fam-
ilies, and anyone interested in learn-
ing more about pancreatic cancer. The 
Kosten Foundation annual Kick It 5K 
has grown to include more than 2,500 
participants. Money raised from the 5K 
and other Kosten Foundation events 
helps fund pancreatic cancer research. 
For more information about the Kosten 
Foundation, its programs, and events, 
visit the website at kostenfoundation.
com and follow them on facebook.com/
KostenFoundation/ and twitter.com/
KostenFDN HW

Memphis’ Ted Winestone, a Jewish partisan, to host Jewish 
Partisan Educational Foundation Gala

(San Francisco) – Jewish partisan and 
adopted Memphis son, Ted Winestone, 
will host the Jewish Partisan Education-
al Foundation (JPEF) 2021 Gala “Per-
petuating the Legacy” on November 21, 
2021, 7 p.m.

Born in Poland, Ted was just 12 
years old when he worked in a forced 
labor camp. Escaping into the woods, 
he joined a group of Russian partisans. 
Although his age prevented him from 
fighting, he ably performed guard duty 
and occasionally went on ambush mis-
sions. He and 20 others survived by liv-
ing in an underground hole.

The virtual event features Ted, ac-
companied by two of his 17 grandchil-
dren, Zachary and Noah, who proudly 
carry on the family legacy. Ted is also 
joined by fellow host, Michael Stoll, 
who, at the age of 17, escaped from a 
moving train bound for the Majdanek 
death camp. Michael joined the Bielski 

partisans, going on missions to gather 
food and supplies.

“Ted’s story of courage is just one 
among the often-untold stories of re-
sistance in the face of evil during the 
darkest days for the Jewish people,” 
said JPEF’s founder and documentary 
filmmaker, Mitch Braff. “His story, and 
those of his fellow partisans, helps to 
complete the history of the Holocaust 
and needs to be told.”

Emceeing the evening is actor Mark 
Feuerstein, who played the role of Isaac 
Malbin in the movie, “Defiance” on 
which JPEF consulted. The 2008 film is 
an account of the Bielski partisans led 
by Jewish brothers who saved and re-
cruited Jews to fight during the war.

The impact of JPEF is seen through 
the dissemination of educational curric-
ula, documenting Jewish partisan stories 
on film, conducting teacher trainings, 
presenting special Holocaust-related 

programming, and more. During the 
Gala, these stories will be told through 
Jewish partisan family stories, including 
children and grandchildren of partisans.

A special film highlights educators 
and students who share how learning 
about Jewish resistance has taught them 
important life values. One 10th-grade 
student said, “Educating myself about 
what’s going on around me is the first 
step to what has to be a lifetime of activ-
ism.” Since COVID, JPEF has reached 
more than 157,500 new students, intro-
ducing them to lessons of resistance, 
ethical decision-making, and how to be 
an upstander when they witness injus-
tice in their communities and the world.

To learn more about the event visit 
https://jpef.brand.live/c/JPEFGala2021

ABOUT THE JEWISH PARTISAN 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION: 
JPEF develops and distributes effective 
educational materials about the Jewish 

partisans and their life lessons, bring-
ing the celebration of heroic resistance 
against tyranny into educational and 
cultural organizations. HW

Long-time Memphian and 
Holocaust Survivor Ted 
Winestone

About the Kosten Foundation
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Memphis Jewish Federation 
welcomes newcomers

Local rabbis, agency representatives, lay leaders and Jewish Foundation 
of Memphis and Memphis Jewish Federation professionals welcomed 
newcomers at Shelby Farms Park organized by Federation’s Newcomer 
Initiative.
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“I found the Newcomer event to be 
an excellent way to reconnect to my 
roots in Memphis. It reassured me that I 
made the right decision in moving back 
to my hometown,” said Ari Zelig, who 
recently returned to Memphis with his 
wife, Danielle. “The Memphis Jewish 
community is incredibly warm and sup-
portive. I am most excited to carry on 
my family’s legacy as a third-generation 
doctor in Memphis and make a differ-
ence and an impact in the community.”

The beautiful early fall day was per-
fect for Memphis Jewish Federation’s 
annual Newcomer event, held this year 
on October 17 at Shelby Farms Park, 
and organized by Federation’s New-
comer Initiative. Almost 50 newcomers, 
some returning to Memphis after years 
away and others brand new to the com-
munity, were welcomed by a contingent 
of about 30 established locals, a diverse 
group made up of Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Memphis board members 
and staff, rabbis and agency representa-
tives, and community lay leaders.

The adult schmoozing and children’s 
activities were interrupted only to gath-
er everyone together for more formal in-
troductions led by Federation Chair and 
Event Emcee Cindy Finestone and JCP 
President and CEO Laura Linder. After 
Cindy and Laura explained the critical 
roles of Federation and Foundation in 
the community, everyone was invited 
to introduce themselves and share a bit 
of their Memphis story, whether they’ve 
lived here for decades or are still un-
packing boxes in their new home and 
getting settled.

“It was wonderful hearing from our 
newcomers about how family, exciting 
career opportunities, and the reputation 
of the Memphis Jewish community led 
to their making Memphis their new home 

or their home once again,” said Cindy. 
“Building and making new connections 
is always challenging when moving to a 
new community. Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration hopes that we made this a little 
easier with our newcomer get-together 
and that everyone had the opportunity to 
learn a little more about our communi-
ty, meet other new families, and engage 
with our lay and professional leaders. 
And of course, this event could not have 
been possible without our wonderful 
Newcomer event volunteers: Michelle 
Glazer, Ruth Greenbaum, Susan Gross, 
Marci Hirsch, Kathy Wexler, and Abby 
Wilson.”

“I have found that everybody is so 
warm and friendly and welcoming in 
Memphis,” said Julie Neiman, a new 
Memphis resident. “I have three daugh-
ters, so being able to live near my 
daughter, Jaclyn, and my grandchildren 
is the biggest thrill, and I’m so excited 
to be here just so we can spend time to-
gether. This is absolutely an exceptional 
community, like none other I have ever 
lived in. I tried to meet every single per-
son in the room at the Newcomer event, 
because that’s just who I am. Everyone 
was really nice, and I absolutely en-
joyed the event. With (the pandemic), I 
haven’t been out much, so it was great 
for me to be able to be out with people 
in this beautiful city that I can now call 
my home.”

Federation’s Newcomer Initiative 
also sends welcome bags to new mem-
bers of the Jewish community filled with 
local goodies and materials introducing 
the resources of the community. If you 
would like to help welcome newcomers 
or if you know of new Jewish Mem-
phians to be welcomed, please contact 
Miriam Roochvarg at mroochvarg@
jcpmemphis.org or 901-767-7100. HW

PA police, Fatah encourage military-
style training camp for teenage girls

(JNS) – The Palestinian Authority and 
Fatah continue to hold “summer-camp 
activities” for youth that present terror-
ists as role models.

At the P.A. Security Forces’ Al-Is-
tiqlal University, the police administra-
tion and Fatah’s Shabiba High School 
Movement are teaching 50 female teen-

“Summer-camp activities” for 
youth that present terrorists as 
role models at the Palestinian 
Authority Security Forces’ Al-
Istiqlal University. Credit: PMW.

agers to view terrorist Dalal Mughrabi 
as a role model, according to a report by 
Palestinian Media Watch published last 
Tuesday.

Mughrabi was a member of the Fatah 
faction of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization and participated in the 1978 
Coastal Road massacre in Israel. The at-
tack resulted in the deaths of 38 Israeli 
civilians, including 13 children.

“The Shabiba High School Commit-
tees, the student wing of Fatah’s Salfit 
branch, continued the summer-camp 
activities at Al-Istiqlal University in Jer-
icho, in cooperation with the police ad-
ministration. Fifty young women from 
the Salfit schools are participating in the 
camp, which is named ‘Class of Martyr 
Dalal Mughrabi,’” as quoted by the P.A. 
daily al-Hayat al-Jadida. HW
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CYHSB and GMSG perform 
Chesed Shel Emes (the truest 
form of kindness)
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Of all the 613 Mitzvos in the Torah, 
the only one that is referred to as Chesed 
Shel Emes (the truest form of kindness) 
is that of participating in another’s fu-
neral / burial. Why is that? Our Sages 
explain that as human beings, it is inev-
itable that in sharing kindness with oth-
ers, hopes for reciprocity lurk in the back 
of our minds. The only time we can be 
certain we have shared kindness without 
hoping to receive anything back from the 
recipient of our Chesed is when we par-
ticipate in laying another person to rest.

On Wednesday, October 20, the 
students of the Cooper Yeshiva High 
School for Boys (CYHSB) and Goldie 
Margolin School for Girls (GMSG) had 
the opportunity to participate in perhaps 
the ultimate Chesed Shel Emes. After 
living a long life, Susan Levine had re-
cently passed away in Florida. With no 
family members to ensure her burial, a 
Florida-based Jewish organization be-
came involved. They soon discovered 
that her husband passed away over 
30 years ago and was buried at Beth 
Sholom’s cemetery here in Memphis 
(where she had also purchased a buri-
al plot). They quickly contacted Rabbi 
Levi Klein and asked if he could ensure 
that this member of our people would 
receive a proper Jewish burial.

Rabbi Klein made all the burial ar-
rangements and also reached out to Rabbi 
Gersten, asking if the yeshiva could send 
a minyan of boys to participate in the fu-
neral. A situation in which there are no 
family, friends, or community members 
to attend to the needs of someone who 
has departed is known as a meit mitzvah, 
and Rabbi Gersten felt that the appropri-
ate way to honor and show honor would 
be for the entire GMSG and CYHSB 
(except the male Kohanim), to attend 
the funeral. Many of the Judaics teachers 
joined the students to bid farewell. After 
explaining to the young men and women 
the special Mitzvah they had an oppor-
tunity to participate in, the students hon-
ored this member of our extended Jewish 
family by being active participants in her 
burial. The CYHSB and GMSG students 
escorted Mrs. Levine’s casket, respect-
fully filled the grave with earth, and en-
sured that a Minyan was present so the 
proper Tefilos could be recited.

Participating in this unique funeral was 
a hands-on learning experience about 
the completion of the Jewish life cycle. 
Additionally, participating in a burial, 
which was a true Chesed Shel Emes, was 
a Mitzvah of the highest magnitude and 
a meaningful experience that none of our 
students will soon forget. HW

Rhodes College Communities in 
Conversation Series to present 
best-selling author Marc Dollinger

On Thursday, Nov. 18, at 7 p.m., 
scholar and author Marc Dollinger will 
discuss his latest book, “Black Power, 
Jewish Politics: Reinventing the Alli-
ance in the 1960s.” The free event is part 
of Rhodes College’s Communities in 
Conversation lecture series and the Mar-
kell Family Jewish Literary and Cultur-
al Arts Festival at the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center. Hosted online via 
Zoom, it will feature an interview with 
Dollinger by Dr. Justin Rose, chair and 
associate professor of politics and law at 
Rhodes College and Dr. Jonathan Juda-
ken, professor of history and the Spence 
L. Wilson Chair in the Humanities.

“Black Power, Jewish Politics” is the 
second book Dollinger has written on 
Jewish-American politics, succeeding 
his 2000 release, “Quest for Inclusion: 
Jews and Liberalism in Modern Amer-
ica.” His first study focused on the po-
litical behavior and history of Jews in 
America, as well as the benefits and 
detriments of acculturation, a process in 
which Jewish-Americans championed 
unpopular social causes to smooth their 
transition to life in America.

Now, Dollinger tackles the story of 
“the alliance,” which is the famed union 
between Black and Jewish leaders from 
the early 20th century through the Civ-
il Rights movement and its dissolution 
following the rise of Black Power. His 
new book argues against the historical 
narrative remembered and taught today 
about “the alliance,” which he maintains 
is at odds with the historical record left 
by Jewish leaders who acknowledged 
rifts in Black-Jewish relations at the 
height of the Civil Rights movement. 

Additionally, he underscores how Black 
Power renovated Jewish politics, lead-
ing to a new “Judeo-centered political 
agenda” and the birth of unabashed 
American Zionism. In his attempt to 
dismantle the historical memory of “the 
alliance,” and the fallacies that accom-
pany it, Dollinger recasts the story of 
Jewish-American politics from the Cold 
War until today.

With recent media appearances on 
NPR, CNN, the NFL network, and 
Jweekly, Dollinger is at the forefront 
of contemporary discussions of the ten-
sions and possibilities of Black-Jewish 
relations in our moment of racial reck-
oning. He is an endowed research chair 
and professor of Jewish Studies and 
Social Responsibility at San Francisco 
State University and serves on the board 
of the Osher Marin Jewish Community 
Center and the Jewish Community Fed-
eration in the Bay Area. He was honored 
as Courageous Leader of the year by the 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
for his work at San Francisco State.

The November 18 event is a partner-
ship with the Memphis Jewish Com-
munity Center and Jewish, Islamic, and 
Middle East Studies (JIMES) and Afri-
cana Studies at Rhodes College.

Those with specific inquiries about 
Communities in Conversation or up-
coming events can contact Dr. Jonathan 
Judaken, the Spence L. Wilson Chair 
in Humanities at Rhodes, at judakenj@
rhodes.edu or 901-843-3292. Find Com-
munities in Conversation at Facebook.
com/Communities.in.Conversation, on 
Twitter @Rhodes_CiC, or on Instagram 
@rhodes_cic HW

Biden 
administration 
protests Bennett’s 
approval of 
settlement 
housing units

(JNS) – The Biden administration 
sent the Office of Israeli Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett a written protest over 
Jerusalem’s decision to authorize the 
construction of 3,000 new housing units 
in settlements in Judea and Samaria, 
Walla reported last Tuesday.

The letter followed a statement by the 
U.S. State Department that expressed 
“deep concern” over the decision, add-
ing that plans to approve currently un-
recognized outposts are “unacceptable.”

This is the first time that Israel has 
approved construction in Judea and Sa-
maria since U.S. President Joe Biden 
entered the White House. It follows 
ongoing American pressure on Israel to 
reduce building in the settlements.

According to Walla, after last week’s 
Israeli government decision, Acting 
American Ambassador Michael Ratney 
called Bennett’s political adviser, Shim-
rit Meir, and stressed that Washington 
took a severe view of the approved 
plans.

Last Monday, the European Union 
called on Israel to cancel tenders slated 
for housing construction in Judea and 
Samaria.

“Settlements are illegal under interna-
tional law and constitute a major obsta-
cle to the achievement of the two-state 
solution and a just, lasting and compre-
hensive peace between the parties,” said 
a European Commission spokesman in 
a statement, according to Reuters. HW

MOVING?
Please let us know

info@hebewwatchman.com
901.763.2215

PO Box 770846, Memphis, TN 38177-0846



PAGE 4    |    NOVEMBER 4, 2021 THE HEBREW WATCHMAN    |    hebrewwatchman.com

Israel clarifies Palestinian NGO 
designation, assures U.S. ties of 
‘utmost importance’
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(JNS) – A two-day cultural event in New 
York last week brought together members 
of the Jewish and Black communities in 
an effort to take a stand against anti-Sem-
itism and racism in the United States, or-
ganizers said last Monday.

The “Fighting Anti-Semitism and 
Racism Together” conference, held on 
Oct. 24-25, was a joint endeavor initia-
tive of the Jazz Leadership Project, the 
Combat Anti-Semitism Movement and 
the American Sephardi Federation.

At the event, organizers highlighted 
the long tradition of cooperation be-
tween the two communities, pointing 
to the Jews’ overwhelming support for 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s struggle for 
equality and cooperation. Participants 
agreed that this long-standing alliance 
must never waver, particularly in the 
current climate in which tensions are 
being fueled by “emerging ideologies.”

They also warned of the dangers of 
the spike in anti-Israel rhetoric, which 
is classified as anti-Semitic language 
by the International Holocaust Remem-
brance Alliance’s “working definition” 
of anti-Semitism.

“We are many, let us also be one, uni-
fied in our embrace of humanism and 
cultural excellence and democracy,” 
said musician and composer Wynton 
Marsalis, who runs the Lincoln Center 
Jazz Program.

“Let us not be tribal,” added Marsalis, 
who during the event was presented the 
Albert Murray Award for being a “trail-

blazer” in the “collective effort to build 
a more harmonious future free of racism 
and anti-Semitism.”

The event was attended by saxo-
phonist Donald Harrison, winner of 
the 2022 NEA Jazz Master Jazz Music 
Award, along with many other figures 
from the global jazz community, as 
well as musicians, philosophers and so-
cial activists from the Jewish and Black 
communities.

Event initiators Greg Thomas and 
Aryeh Tepper, both jazz musicians, ed-
ucators and activists, each explained the 
power that music and culture have to 
overcome prejudices.

“In our polarized U.S. and world, we 
need leadership and wisdom to point the 
way through the complexity, darkness 
and hatred,” said Thomas.

Tepper noted, “This special event 
dedicated to combating racism and 
anti-Semitism, and shaping an om-
ni-American future, will take us on a 
journey through the thought and spirit 
of the man who taught us the meaning 
of stomping the blues, Albert Murray.”

The event included a performance by 
the Itamar Borochov Quartet. Borochov, 
an Israel-born and Brooklyn-based jazz 
musician, recently received the pres-
tigious “LetterOne Rising Stars Jazz 
Award” for his unique style, which 
musically brings together the sounds 
of Manhattan, Jaffa and Central Asia, 
along with the sacred sounds of the Sep-
hardic liturgy. HW

Jazz brings Jews and blacks together 
against anti-Semitism and racism

(JNS) – An Israeli government offi-
cial reiterated last Tuesday that they had 
briefed the United States about the im-
pending designation of six Palestinian 
NGOs as terror organizations.

In an interview with Israel’s Army 
Radio, Joshua Zarka, deputy direc-
tor-general of strategic affairs in the 
Foreign Ministry, claimed that there was 
“definitely an exchange and discussion” 
with America on the issue.

Zarka further responded to U.S. State 
Department spokesman Ned Price’s 
comment last Monday that, “It is, to the 
best of our knowledge, accurate that we 
did not receive a specific heads-up about 
any forthcoming designations,” he told 
reporters.

Zarka said, “it seems he did not re-
ceive an update the way he thought he 
should receive. … It can happen between 

the best of friends – that we thought our 
update was in-depth enough, especially 
as it was delivered on a few occasions, 
while they thought that it needed to be 
done in a better way,” reported Haaretz.

“We want to fix this in order to ensure 
that such things will not be repeated 
because our partnership with the Unit-
ed States is of the utmost importance,” 
emphasized Zarka. “We’re talking about 
the country that is our main diplomatic 
supporter.”

Officials from Israel’s foreign minis-
try and the Shin Bet are planning to send 
a delegation to Washington to present 
the Biden administration with informa-
tion about the named Palestinian NGOs 
and their ties to the Popular Front of the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), which 
was designated a terror group by the 
United States in October 1997. HW

LISA’S CLEANING SERVICE

Working longer hours 
trying to keep up?

Come home to a clean house!
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Mezuzah workshop 
provides hands-on training

A Taste of Shabbos

F O R  W O M E N  A N D  G I R L S

R E G I S T R A T I O N  I S  R E Q U I R E D .  
T O  R E G I S T E R ,  S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  B E L O W

For more information or for sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact Dina Selter at dina@baronhirsch.org 

or Sarah Tovah Braha at brahas18@gmail.com.

This event has been generously sponsored by

B A R O N  H I R S C H  S Y N A G O G U E

A N D  T H E  M E M P H I S  K O L L E L

P R E S E N T

A Challah Bake and Floral Design
featuring friends, fun and inspiration

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4
7:30   8:30 PM7:30   8:30 PM

AT BARON HIRSCH SYNAGOGUE
400 S YATES RD

In-Home Care Services
Personal Care
Companionship & Housekeeping
Dementia & Alzheimer's Care
Respite Care
Safety Solutions

Memphis: 901-752-1515
Northern Mississippi:  662-393-1110
Covington: 901-296-1200

Contact Us

memphis-169.comfortkeepers.com

Challah Bake for women 
and girls

Baron Hirsch and The Memphis Kol-
lel is hosting Challah Bake and Floral 
Design for women and girls at Baron 
Hirsch on Thursday, November 4 at 
7:30 pm.

Attendees to “A Taste of Shab-
bos” will take home their very own 
challah and create a floral arrange-

ment for their Shabbat table! Make 
sure to register by scanning the 
QR code on the ad below or visit 
https://forms.gle/GKvEuCaosoJL9rXC9

For more information, contact Dina 
Selter at dina@baronhirsch.org or Sar-
ah Tovah Braha at brahas18@gmail.
com. HW

Look at Sally Rosenberg’s artistic 
mezuzot on “You Shall Love,” her Etsy 
storefront, and you’ll think Rosenberg 
spends hours crafting her beautiful Ju-
daica. But Rosenberg insists that anyone 
can fashion an enchanting mezuzah or 
Tefiliah Haderech case with just a bit of 
coaching.

Beth Sholom Synagogue Sisterhood 
proved Rosenberg right at its “Let’s 
Make a Mezuzah” event on October 
19. Sisterhood thanks Rosenberg for 
graciously sharing her technique and 
donating the wires, charms, and beads 
that Sisterhood members used to “hid-
dur mitzvah,” or beautify the mitzvah, 
of hanging the words of God on our 
doorposts. HW

Mezuzah-maker Sally Rosenberg 
demonstrates how to craft simple 
but stunning mezuzot at Beth 
Sholom Synagogue Sisterhood’s 
“Let’s Make a Mezuzah” event

Hilary Hodus, event co-chair

Temple Israel’s JYG 
welcomed fall with a 
Pumpkin Party
Members of JYG spent an 
afternoon outdoors carving 
pumpkins, roasting pumpkin 
seeds, and making their very own 
caramel apples!

THE HEBREW WATCHMAN
Serving the Memphis 

community 
for 96 Years
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Best-selling author Pam Jenoff to speak virtually for MJCC 
and JHSMM

Author Pam Jenoff will discuss her book at the program on November 11.

TRUST BROAD AVENUE REALTY.
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THE MEMPHIS MARKET.

Rick Baer
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901-461-8791
rickbaer@broadaverealty.com
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@ embassyaptsmemphis.com
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The Jewish Historical Society of 
Memphis and the Mid-South (JHSMM)
will partner with the Memphis Jewish 
Community Center and the Jewish Book 
Council to present a virtual talk and con-

versation with best-selling author Pam 
Jenoff discussing her latest book “The 
Woman with the Blue Star.” The Zoom 
event will take place on Thursday, No-
vember 11, 2021, at 7 p.m. CT.

Ms. Jenoff is part of MJCC’s Markell 
Family Jewish Literary and Cultural 
Arts Series, and her book, which has 
been called ‘gripping and heartbreak-
ing’ and a ‘riveting tale of courage and 
unlikely friendship during World War 
II,’ has been chosen as a community 
read according to Marcy Stagner, pro-
gram director of Cultural Arts, Adult 
Services and Special Events.

Communal leader Dorothy Goldwin 
will introduce the speaker and engage 
her in questions while Ms. Stagner will 
field questions from the participants.

Ms. Goldwin serves on the Holocaust 
Memorial Committee of the Memphis 
Jewish Federation and has been a past 
chairperson. Having served on sever-
al boards, she is also active in Facing 
History in Ourselves and is on their 
Speakers’ Bureau. Ms. Goldwin’s par-
ents, Mayer and Paula Kelman, were 
Holocaust survivors who taught her the 
importance of speaking out, so people 
know what really happened... that it 
was real. By speaking at schools with 

her mom and after her mom’s pass-
ing, she was fulfilling the “hopes and 
dreams of her parents to teach others 
and to make the world a better place.” 
When she joined the MJCC Book Club 
organized by Ms. Stagner, she found it 
to be a special group that not only dis-
cussed books but really listened to each 
other and shared life lessons including 
themes in “The Woman with the Blue 
Star.”

Ms. Jenoff has become a well-known 
author and is also a lawyer and profes-
sor of law at Rutgers University. Her 
award-winning novels have become 
bestsellers. She has a Master of Histo-
ry from Cambridge and was appoint-
ed a Special Assistant to the Secretary 
of the Army at the Pentagon. In 1996, 
she was assigned to the U.S. Consulate 
in Krakow, Poland, and there became 
well-versed in Polish-Jewish relations 
and the Holocaust.

For more information and for access 
to the Zoom link, visit jhsmem.org. or 
to the MJCC website. HW

GOP senators move to block Biden’s plan to reopen consulate 
for Palestinians

(JNS) – Three-dozen Republican sen-
ators introduced a bill last Tuesday that 
aims to block the Biden administration’s 
plan to reopen the U.S. consulate for the 
Palestinians in Jerusalem.

Upholding the 1995 Jerusalem Em-
bassy Law Act of 2021 was introduced 
by Sen. Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.) and 
co-sponsored by 34 additional Republi-
cans. It calls on the Biden administration 
to uphold the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 

1995 and not reopen the U.S. Consulate 
to the Palestinians, which was merged 
into the U.S. embassy when it was relo-
cated to Jerusalem in May 2018.

“[U.S.] President [Joe] Biden contin-
ues to push forward his inflammatory 
plan to establish a second mission in Is-
rael’s capital city of Jerusalem – one for 
the Israelis and a second one for the Pal-
estinians – despite the fact that this plan 
violates the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 

1995 and is completely opposed by the 
Government of Israel,” Hagerty said in 
a statement.

“It is regrettable that the Biden admin-
istration insists on making moves that 
divide the United States and Israel when 
our two nations should be laser-focused 
on stopping Iran’s terror-sponsoring re-
gime from going nuclear; on countering 
growing threats from Hezbollah, Hamas 
and other Iran-backed terrorist groups; 
and on strengthening and expanding the 
historic Abraham Accords that truly have 
increased peace in the Middle East.”

In June, Hagerty also joined a group 
of Republican colleagues led by Sen. 
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) to press the Biden 
administration to adhere to U.S. law 
and refrain from reopening the Mission 
of the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion in Washington, D.C., and the U.S. 
Consulate General in Jerusalem for the 

Palestinians.
The Biden administration has an-

nounced plans to reopen the consulate 
in Jerusalem as part of its larger effort 
to re-establish ties with the Palestinians 
that had largely been severed under the 
Trump administration.

However, the plan remains a point of 
contention with Israel, with both Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett and Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid voicing their oppo-
sition. It is unclear if and when the Unit-
ed States would move forward with the 
plan, which could lead to a strain in ties. 
Previous reports had indicated that the 
Biden administration was waiting for 
the Israeli government to pass a budget 
so as to avoid possibly triggering new 
elections that could bring former Israeli 
Prime Minister and current opposition 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu back into 
the job. HW
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B’nai Mitzvah

Alaina Feinman, daughter of Rachel 
and Josh Feinman and sister of Alec 
Feinman, will celebrate her bat mitzvah 
Saturday, November 13, 2021, at Beth 
Sholom Synagogue.

Rabbi Sarit Horwitz will officiate the 
services. To mark the occasion Alaina will 
lead services, read from the Torah, chant 
the Haftorah, and give a D’var Torah.

Alaina is an eighth-grade student at 
Riverdale Middle School. She enjoys 
singing, cooking, photography, and be-
ing with her family and friends.

She is the granddaughter of Janice 
Feinman of Knoxville, Tenn; Michael 
Feinman, of Ilion, NY; Barbara Spiwak 
of Jacksonville, Fla., the late Ronald 
Spiwak, and the great-granddaughter 
of Leona Popkin Spritz of Knoxville, 
Tenn. HW

Alaina Feinman
Jack Shanker, son of Jill and Scott 

Shanker, will celebrate his bar mitz-
vah on Saturday morning, November 6, 
2021, at Beth Sholom Synagogue.

Rabbi Sarit Horwitz will officiate at 
the service. To mark the occasion, Jack 
will lead Shachrit, read from the Torah, 
chant his Haftorah and deliver a D’var 
Torah to the congregation.

Jack is in the seventh grade at Mem-
phis University School, where he runs 
cross country and is student council rep-
resentative. Jack attends Camp Sabra 
in Rocky Mount, Missouri, and will be 
spending his seventh summer there this 
year.

Jack is the grandson of Andie and Mi-
chael Uiberall of Memphis and Marcia 
and Stuart Shanker of Overland Park, 
Kansas. HW

Jack Shanker
Ilan Lior Lennon, son of Emily and 

Marc Lennon, will become a bar mitz-
vah on Shabbat, November 6, 2021. He 
will be leading services and reading Par-
shat Toldot and his Haftorah at Baron 
Hirsch Congregation.

Ilan is the grandson of Janet and Doug 
Shipman of Memphis and Roslyn and 
the late David Lennon of Skokie, Ill.

Ilan is a seventh-grade student at Mar-
golin Hebrew Academy where he plays 
basketball, runs cross country and is in-
volved in Jewish learning and leadership. 
He is an avid rock climber and spends free 
time at High Point Climbing, long dis-
tance running with the Memphis Runners 
Track Club and playing sports with his 
friends. He enjoys spending his summers 
at Camp Moshava Wild Rose and time 
with his family in Chicago and Memphis.

To celebrate his bar mitzvah, Ilan is 
raising money to buy games and enter-
tainment for teenagers hospitalized at 
LeBonheur Children’s Medical Center 
and has named his project “The Giving 
Tree.” You can learn more and donate at 
https://ilanlennon.wixsite.com/thegiv-
ingtree. HW

Ilan Lior Lennon

Have a Simcha?
share with

The Hebrew Watchman
readers 

901.763.2215

“Glow in the 
Dark” kicks off 
successful Kid’s 
Night Out at 
the J

On Saturday, October 23, the Mem-
phis Jewish Community Center hosted 
a Kid’s Night Out program for children 
kindergarten through sixth grade. The 
program gave parents the opportunity 
for an evening out with no need for a 
babysitter.

Children painted pillowcases with 
glow-in-the-dark paint, played differ-
ent glow-in-the-dark sports, for exam-
ple wall-ball, basketball, keep the bal-
loon up, football, and capture the flag. 
They enjoyed a small glow dance party, 
and capped off the night with freshly 
popped popcorn and “The Incredibles” 
movie. All of the children enjoyed the 
night with their friends, and parents are 
already asking for more! Be on the look-
out for future Kid’s Night Out programs 
where the MJCC will be your child’s 
babysitter for a Saturday night out on 
the town! HW
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The Big Rethink: Globalization in the age of 
the coronavirus
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Reprinted with permission and provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director – Investments, Memphis, TN
By Paul Christopher, CFA, Head of Global Market Strategy, Wells Fargo Investment Institute

Learn what technology and the coronavirus pandemic 
may mean for globalization over the next decade

Over the past 25 years, I have lived 
and worked in, and taken fact-finding 
research trips to Europe, Africa, Asia 
and Latin America, often with my col-
leagues from the Wells Fargo Invest-
ment Institute. It’s interesting to see 
how much the world has changed but 
at the same time how some things have 
stayed the same.

Technology has been driving global 
trade and opportunities for investors

From Stockholm to Singapore, and 
places in between, I’ve come to see the 
rapidly growing global trade in services 
as part of the international opportunity 
set for investors. The tremendous ex-
pansion of the internet globally really 
drives this trend.

For example, inexpensive, high-qual-
ity telecoms make customer service cen-
ters available at any time of day, while 
online entertainment almost instantly 
spreads the latest music video or TV se-
ries instantly over computers or phone 
screens around the world.

More importantly, technology allows 
new ways to trade services. For exam-
ple, technology is becoming more em-
bedded in goods; think electronics that 
run everything from cameras to cars to 
kitchen appliances. This means that ser-
vices such as research and development 
(R&D), engineering, sales, and market-
ing can increase sales across borders.

Leasing is another example of inter-
national service trade that is now easi-
er for businesses and even households; 
think about booking websites that allow 
travelers to book bed-and-breakfast ac-
commodations before they leave home.

A new face of globalization is emerg-
ing. Amid this turbulence, we are fo-

cused on selectivity in geography and in 
sectors.

Trade is just as important as ever, 
but the composition of trade is chang-
ing.

Trade is still creating jobs, profits, and 
investment opportunities, but services 
trade is growing faster than goods trade. 
Investors who want to take advantage 
of this trend may need to be more se-
lective and focus especially on the U.S. 
and, next, China, India, and increasingly 
Southeast Asia.

This geographical selectivity poten-
tially offers investors a strong advan-
tage that investments in the rest of the 
world likely will struggle to match over 
the coming decade. What’s more, these 
geographic preferences align well with 
recent additions we made to our strate-
gic allocations in U.S. Large Cap and 
Emerging Market equities.

Many of the S&P 500 Index sec-
tors that we expect to outperform in a 
post-pandemic world, such as those 
focused on technological innovation al-
ready have some of the largest weights 
in the Index. Most notable are Informa-
tion Technology, and Consumer Discre-
tionary and Health Care. A more cycli-
cally oriented sector, such as Industrials, 
also may benefit.

And there are other trends at work: 
The pandemic has resulted in what I 
like to call “the Big Rethink.”

Broken supply chains, a realization 
that some overseas industrial supply 
chains are more strategically import-
ant and more vulnerable than we had 
thought, and the politics of pandemic 
are leading to a reassessment of goods 
trade across the globe. The U.S. and 

Europe have identified critical indus-
tries, for example, those providing ba-
sic health care supplies such as cotton 
swabs and personal protective gear that 
need to stay closer to home.

Moreover, as U.S.-China competition 
heats up the political rhetoric, China 
has prioritized national self-sufficiency 
for its technology and consumer goods 
needs. As a result, the share of global 
trade in manufacturing output has been 
shrinking and we are seeing a rise in lo-
cal or regional production and trade net-
works. These departures from the global 
trade networks of the past 30 years re-
inforce our more regional and selective 
approach to international investment.

What will a new face of globaliza-
tion mean for investors?

So how quickly will these conflict-
ing trends change the global investment 
landscape over the next decade? The 
trends appear strong and are producing 
crosscurrents in global political think-
ing unseen since the 1990s. A new face 
of globalization is emerging. Amid this 
turbulence, we are focused on selectivi-
ty in geography and in sectors.

Wells Fargo Investment Institute, Inc. is a reg-
istered investment adviser and wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

This article has been prepared for information-
al purposes only and is not a solicitation or an 
offer to buy any security or instrument or to par-
ticipate in any trading strategy. Individuals need 
to make their own decisions based on their specif-
ic investment objectives, financial circumstances 
and tolerance for risk. Please contact your finan-
cial, tax and legal advisors regarding your specif-
ic situation and for information on planning for 
retirement.

All investing involves risk including the possi-
ble loss of principal. Each asset class has its own 
risk and return characteristics. The level of risk 
associated with a particular investment or asset 
class generally correlates with the level of return 
the investment or asset class might achieve. HW

Shayna Giles 
– A mentor 
in the making

“What’s really cool about Federation 
is that it has its hands in every part of the 
Jewish community,” said Shayna Giles, 
one of the younger donors to Memphis 
Jewish Federation’s Annual Community 
Campaign. “It’s not just Conservative, 
Reform, or Orthodox, and they don’t 
just help with one specific need in the 
community. The Federation exists to 
identify needs throughout the commu-
nity and to help in any way people may 
need it. It is the most comprehensive 
organization that we have in our com-
munity, and it’s like an umbrella for ev-
eryone. I like donating to organizations 
that know more than I do about what the 
community needs.

“Growing up here, it is kind of hard 
to not get involved in the Memphis Jew-
ish community in one way or another. It 
has always been ingrained in me,” she 
continued. “I don’t know if it’s because 
of my Jewish upbringing, or my fami-

Shayna Giles is one of the 
younger Memphis Jewish 
Federation donors

(See Giles Page 9)
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ly’s guidance, but it would feel weird to 
not stay involved. As a member of the 
community, you should give back to the 
institutions, which have given you so 
much and help the community that has 
been and always will be there for you.”

Twenty-nine-year-old Shayna’s child-
hood was shaped by the Jewish commu-
nity of her hometown. Going to Ramah 
Darom sleepaway camp and attending 
Jewish day school forged a connection 
between her Judaism and giving back.

“I grew up attending Beth Sholom 
Synagogue, and that is where I had my 
bat mitzvah. In middle school, my mom 
switched to Temple Israel, and I went to 
both synagogues,” said Shayna. “I start-
ed attending religious school at Temple, 
so I was raised in both communities. I 
did Temple activities throughout high 
school, but I was still connected to Beth 
Sholom.

“When I was younger, at my bat mitz-
vah age, it was popular to join B’nai 
Tzedek,” Shayna noted, referring to the 
Jewish Foundation of Memphis’ Teen 
Philanthropy program. “I ended up do-
nating a portion of my bat mitzvah mon-
ey to open a B’nai Tzedek fund, which 
was matched by anonymous funders of 
the program, so I was in a sense donat-
ing two-fold. It was a really cool way 
to donate to different organizations. Al-
most every year I donated to Susan G. 
Komen, because everyone knows some-
one who has had breast cancer.”

Shayna’s commitment to her Judaism 
and Jewish Memphis continued while 
she was away at college at Tulane. 
Navigating a double major of Political 
Science/International Relations and 
Spanish, she still always found time 
to attend Shabbat dinners at the local 
Chabad. One summer, she participated 
in the inaugural cohort of Temple Isra-
el’s ConnecTI Fellowship, designed as a 
recruitment effort to bring young people 
back to Memphis. She interned at Bak-
er Donelson where she in fact returned 
now as a full-time lawyer.

Despite a demanding schedule, Shay-
na manages to balance her career and 
her urge to give. 

“A year or so after I moved back, Rab-
bi Bess Wohlner at Temple Israel reached 
out with an opportunity to help bar and 
bat mitzvah students with speeches,” 
Shayna described. “I figured, given what 
I do, reading and writing for a living, 
this was a good way to contribute to my 
community in a way that’s not monetary. 
I’ve enjoyed it and I love working with 
them. My grandfather helped me with 
my speech when I was 13, and I see this 
as a way of paying that forward.”

Shayna’s deep commitment to philan-
thropy and giving back was nurtured by 
her parents, mother Lisa Menuskin and 
stepfather Neil Gibson, and her father, 
Scott Giles, and stepmother Kim Giles, 
all active members of the Memphis 
Jewish community who made the deci-
sion to teach Shayna and her siblings, 
through word and deed, about tzedakah 
and the importance of giving back. Lisa 
and Neil are recent donors to Memphis 
Jewish Federation’s endowment cam-
paign to support the Wendy and Avron 
B. Fogelman Jewish Family Service. 
Scott and Kim were very involved at 
Beth Sholom when Shayna was grow-
ing up, and Scott is the current director 
of facilities at Temple Israel.

Shayna’s connections to the Mem-
phis Jewish community run deep, and 
she sets a high bar among her peers by 
giving back to the community. Wheth-
er giving her time, treasure, or talent, 
Shayna is always happy to help those in 
need. HW

Giles...
(Continued From Page 8) 3 Jewish baseball players could make or break 

the 2021 World Series
By Jacob Gurvis

(JTA) – The World Series is upon us, 
and there are likely more Jewish play-
ers in this year’s edition than there have 
been in decades.

The American League champion 
Houston Astros, who ousted Chaim 
Bloom’s Boston Red Sox last week, 
feature star slugger Alex Bregman. 
The National League champion Atlan-
ta Braves boast an impressive duo of 
Jewish players: pitcher Max Fried and 
outfielder Joc Pederson.

(The Astros did not include Jewish 
backup catcher Garrett Stubbs on their 
roster. Had Stubbs been added, this 
would probably be the most Jewish 
World Series ever.)

For Bregman and Pederson, it is a re-
match of the infamous 2017 World Se-
ries, when Bregman’s Astros beat Ped-
erson’s former team, the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, while using illegal sign-steal-
ing techniques that led to high-profile 
suspensions. Pederson hit three home 
runs during the series, and Bregman 
added two of his own.

Hardcore Jewish baseball fans may 
recall the 1959 World Series, a matchup 
between the Dodgers and the Chicago 
White Sox, which also included three 
Jewish players: L.A.’s pitching roster 
boasted the legendary Sandy Koufax and 
the series’ Most Valuable Player, Larry 
Sherry, while Chicago had pitcher Barry 
Latman, although he did not appear in 
the series (just three years later, howev-
er, he would be named an All-Star).

But thanks to its Jewish talent, this 
year’s Series promises to feature just 
as many memorable Jewish moments. 
Here’s a Jewish guide to the 2021 Fall 
Classic.

Alex Bregman, Astros
Bregman is arguably the most prom-

inent Jewish player in Major League 
Baseball today. 

The 27-year-old is a two-time All-
Star, and in 2019 finished as runner-up 
for American League MVP, with 41 
home runs and 112 runs batted in.

Bregman had a bit of a down year in 
2021, missing more than two months 
with an injury. 

His father, Sam, told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency in 2018 that he is 
“so proud” of his son representing the 
Jewish community in the big leagues. 
Bregman grew up attending a Reform 

synagogue in Albuquerque and had a 
bar mitzvah.

The Astros are playing in their third 
World Series in five years, meaning the 
third baseman has already played in 67 
postseason games in his career. He has a 
.237 batting average in the postseason, 
with 59 hits and 12 home runs. He is hit-
ting .282 so far this October.

Max Fried, Braves
Fried may well be the best Jewish 

pitcher since Sandy Koufax – his child-
hood idol. This season, the 27-year-old 
– who became the first Jewish lefty to 
start an Opening Day game in half a 
century, since Ken Holtzman did in 
1971 – won 14 games while posting 
a 3.04 earned run average and led the 
MLB with two shutouts.

In the pandemic-shortened 2020 sea-
son, Fried went 7-0 with a 2.25 earned 
run average, finishing fifth in NL Cy 
Young voting.

Fried told the Atlanta Jewish Times in 
2017 that he grew up “fairly observant,” 
attending synagogue on the High Hol-
idays and having a bar mitzvah. A Los 
Angeles native, Fried idolized Koufax as 
a child, and wore his #32 in high school.

Fried was also a member of the gold 
medal-winning USA juniors team at the 
2009 Maccabiah Juniors competition, 
an international tournament for Jewish 
teenage athletes.

Despite taking the loss in Game 5 of the 
National League Championship Series, 
Fried has performed well in the postseason. 
In 15 career appearances (seven starts), he 
has a 3.86 ERA. He started Game 2 of the 
Series for Atlanta last Wednesday. 

Joc Pederson, Braves
Last but not least, there’s Pederson – 

or the man who is turning October into 
“Joctober.”

This will be Pederson’s fourth World 
Series, and the 29-year-old outfielder 
has made a name for himself with clutch 
hitting for years in the postseason. In a 
total of 74 career playoff games, Ped-
erson is a .272 career postseason hitter 
with 12 home runs and 49 hits.

In that 2017 Series in particular, he 
broke the record for most World Series 
home runs by a Jewish player.

And Pederson is still earning his nick-
name this year. In 10 postseason games, 
he has 8 hits, including three home runs, 
and nine runs batted in. (Plus, he’s been 
sporting a pretty stylish pearl necklace 
that has the baseball world buzzing.)

But he’s no chump in the regular 
season, either. Besides winning the 
2020 World Series as a member of the 
Dodgers, Pederson is a former All-Star 
and Home Run Derby participant. He 
clubbed 36 home runs in 2019.

Pederson played for the Dodgers for 
seven years before signing with the Chi-
cago Cubs prior to the 2021 season. He 
was then traded to Atlanta in July.

Pederson also played for Team Israel 
in the 2013 World Baseball Classic. It 
wasn’t easy – his mother, who is Jew-
ish, had to jump through hoops to prove 
her son’s eligibility, with the help of the 
archivist at her father’s synagogue. Now 
he’s a member of multiple California 
Jewish sports halls of fame.

Game 1 of the 2021 World Series be-
gan Tuesday, Oct. 26 at 8:09 p.m. ET in 
Houston on Fox. HW

Alex Bregman Credit: Carmen 
Mandato/Getty Images

Max Fried Credit: Rob Leiter/MLB 
Photos via Getty Images

Joc Pederson Credit: Robert 
Gauthier/Los Angeles Times
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INSIGHTS FROM ISRAEL
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and cry

$10.95 
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In the News: a Potpourri of Updates
By Howard Weisband

Let’s look back a bit while looking 
forward. Considering some of the issues 
we’ve previously covered, a number of 
updates are in order.

COVID-19: Statistics in Israel show 
that Government policy largely has been 
working. Get vaccinated, boosters includ-
ed, for children from age 12; open the 
economy, the schools and synagogues and 
other houses of worship, cultural events 
and celebratory gatherings, all with at-
tendance guided by rules of the Health 
Ministry, masks at proper times and lim-
itations on numbers of participants.

Tourists are set to return en masse 
on November 1, again within regula-
tions. The all-important tourist industry, 
which had been severely affected, will 
have a rebound. Friends who are tour 
guides told families and groups to delay 
their travel if possible until November 
or later, even as it meant a concomitant 
delay in personal income.

Kayla and I still prefer to attend re-
ligious services outdoors, refrain from 
large cultural events, and generally limit 
our gatherings and meals with friends to 
six people together in one home.

The Bennett Lapid Government: The 
intricate, wall-to-wall, diverse Govern-

ment is holding together. Political nego-
tiations and compromises abound from 
right to left, based upon both party inter-
ests and societal needs. The most recent 
example has been the trade-off of legal-
ization and provision of infrastructure 
for Bedouin villages in the Negev, in re-
turn for housing starts in existing West 
Bank settlements. The announcement of 
the latter action has put the Government 
at odds with U.S. policy, the Palestinian 
Authority, and certain European states.

In addition, the Government has de-
clared a number of Palestinian non-prof-
its as terrorist organizations, based upon 
evidence of their ties and funding rela-
tionships to terror entities. This action 
also raised the ire of human rights orga-
nizations and various governments.

Diplomatic tensions have risen anew. 
Lahav Harkov wrote in the Jerusalem 
Post (October 27) that “A clash between 
Bennett and Biden is inevitable, because 
they disagree with each other on matters 
of principle.”

To some extent that may be true, but 
they are both politicians who are also 
guided by pragmatic political interests. 
Within that proviso and the personal re-
lationship, they have established, either 

solutions will be found or tensions will 
decrease into a manageable realm.

Moreover, there is a team approach. 
Yair Lapid and Antony Blinken have 
formed a warm relationship, and the 
U.S. Administration wants to see the Is-
raeli Government remain in place.

Inside Israel, the trust and friendship 
between Bennett and Lapid continues 
to fuel their Government. Both remain 
committed to the transition in August 
2023 of Lapid becoming Prime Minister.

Issues to Watch: First, the Knesset 
must approve the State budget by No-
vember 14, or the Government auto-
matically will fall, throwing the coun-
try into new elections. A major hurdle 
was passed on October 28 with the ap-
proval in committee of the first of three 
readings, prior to the bill coming to the 
floor of the Knesset. Compromises were 
reached on both reforms and funding 
with lower projected overall deficits. 
Unlike the previous Government, this 
coalition is committed to passing a bud-
get and remaining in power.

Second, the hot diplomatic item is 
whether or not a U.S. Consulate for 
Palestinian Affairs will be re-estab-
lished in Jerusalem. With the move of 

It was only a wedding anniversary 
and my gift from my daughter-in-law, 
Sharon, was only a potted plant, but it 
was a blooming Amaryllis, a beauty that 
makes a rose blush.

Lovers of this beauty say it compares 
well with a magnolia in full bloom.

What else but magic or divinity could 
transform a round lumpy clump of dirt 
into a spring sunrise, and sometimes, 
depending on your luck, into three or 
four sunrises.

My daughter-in-law matching the 
generosity of the plant sends one every 
year. Sometimes it burst into one dazzler 

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

– sometimes (depending on your moral 
behavior, I like to think) two, three, or 
four. I kept my angel-of-a daughter-in-
law informed of the magic plant’s be-
havior. “It has two stalks already” or 
“we’re gonna have three glorious blos-
soms this year;” it was the unpredict-
ability that made the show. Who knew 
what promise was locked inside that 
filthy mound of earth; who understood 
the potential of that ball of dirt.

The Creator should have stopped with 
the Amaryllis. Creationwise, he never 
did much better, say the cynics.

It beat a box of candy that beckoned 
to diabetes or added an inch to your am-
ple waistline. “Sharon, it’s turning or-
ange and is adding a second blossom.” 
Nobody ever said that about a box of 
chocolate coconut squares.

For sheer excitement it sure beat the 
pair of socks my aunt from Cincinnati 
sent me every year. Socks keep your 
feet warm, but an Amaryllis is tran-
scendent. A living, breathing flower 

made by the power that made you and 
me. Who could beat that? But I still say 
HE should have stopped creating after 
the big Amaryllis. No sin, no wars, no 
coveting of your neighbor’s wife. Only 
beauty, with Amaryllises perfuming the 
breeze of the world. Who could ask for 
anything more?

Think the world would miss Adolph 
Hitler, Genghis Kahn, or even on a less-
er scale, Jack the Ripper? Or the entire 
animal breed armed with claw and fang? 
Oh maybe a few superior human beings 
who appreciate the beauty of the Am-
aryllis. That would be okay too! I am 
definitely tolerant.

There’s a Norse myth that says the 
Creator offered Adam and Eve a giant 
glowing Amaryllis instead of the sun 
and moon and those two fools refused.

If only He had stopped with this fi-
ery, flowery, beauty and the earth in 
which to nourish it. Dayenu. “It would 
have been sufficient” as we say at my 
Pesach Seder – decorated by a bloom-

ing Amaryllis at the center of the table.
The syndicated humor of Ted, the Scrib-

bler on the Roof, has appeared in newspapers 
around the U.S., on National Public Radio, 
and numerous websites. HW

the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem and the 
formal recognition of Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel during the Trump Ad-
ministration, services to the Palestin-
ian community were incorporated into 
the Embassy. However, the Palestinian 
Authority has been pushing hard on the 
Biden Administration, with the support 
of certain voices in Washington, to re-
open a Consulate in Jerusalem. The U.S. 
State Department recognizes that a dip-
lomatic mission can only be established 
with the approval of the foreign Govern-
ment, in this case Israel. Bennett, Lapid, 
and Israeli public opinion stand strongly 
against such a move, and nobody wants 
the issue to play out before the approval 
of the State budget.

That is a critical issue, one which we 
will examine more closely in a forth-
coming column. 
Howard Weisband served as Assistant 
Executive Director (1975-77) and Executive 
Director (1977-84) of the Memphis Jewish 
Federation. Following Aliyah with his fam-
ily in 1986, he served as Secretary General 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel through 
1997, and then in other senior professional 
positions in Israel. Now retired, he and 
Kayla live in Jerusalem. He can be reached 
at hweisband@gmail.com HW

Mort Sahl, Jewish comedian who fused stand-up with political 
satire and inspired the likes of Lenny Bruce, dies at 94
By Shira Hanau

(JTA) – Mort Sahl, a Jewish satirist 
who was credited with making caustic 
political and social satire popular in 
stand-up comedy, died Tuesday at 94.

Often walking on stage holding just a 
rolled-up newspaper, Sahl liked to riff 
on the headlines of the day in extend-
ed improvised monologues. At a time 
when comedians tended to steer clear 
of politics, Sahl took aim at politicians 
and was known to end his sets with the 
line: “Are there any groups I haven’t of-
fended?”

Steve Allen, the first host of “The To-
night Show,” once introduced Sahl as 
“probably the only real political philos-
opher we have in modern comedy.”

Though Sahl was not religious and did 
not discuss his Jewishness in routines or 
often in public, he inspired a wave of 
fellow Jewish stand-ups. Woody Allen 
named him as a major influence and 

commented in interviews how Sahl also 
influenced the fellow Jewish pioneer 
Lenny Bruce – who would take Sahl’s 
freeform style and cutting satire to crude 
new heights.

Sahl was born in Montreal in 1927 to 
Jewish parents from New York’s Lower 
East Side and eventually moved to Los 
Angeles. As a teenager, Sahl dropped 
out of high school there and tried to 
enroll in the ROTC program by lying 
about his age, but his mother found him 

out after two weeks and brought him 
home. Sahl was married three times and 
a had a son, Mort Jr., with his second 
wife. Mort Jr., died of a drug overdose 
at age 19 in 1996.

The elder Sahl got his break perform-
ing in San Francisco years after gradu-
ating from college, performing sets at a 
club known for attracting an intellectual 
crowd. His jokes about national poli-
tics eventually earned him a following, 
and he started appearing on late night 
shows and performing in clubs across 
the country.

After appearing in several movies in 
the 1950s and early ’60s, his career took 
a dive after the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy in 1963, which Sahl came to 
believe had been orchestrated by the 
CIA. But he continued to act and per-
form stand-up into his 90s.

In 1982, Sahl played the role of Wer-
ner Finck, a German-Jewish satirist, in a 

Mort Sahl in 1960. 
Credit: Getty Images)

5-hour TV special. In 2003, the Nation-
al Foundation for Jewish Culture hon-
ored Sahl with the Alan King Award in 
American Jewish Humor.

But Sahl explained to J. The Jewish 
News of Northern California in 2004 
that he never emphasized his Jewish-
ness on stage because it wasn’t a major 
part of his upbringing.

“I never stressed it,” he says, “be-
cause I didn’t have those kinds of par-
ents. I grew up in a homogenized neigh-
borhood, and was a kind of a mail-order, 
cardboard Jew.”

Speaking with the paper not long after 
the premiere of Mel Gibson’s “Passion 
of the Christ,” Sahl opined on the movie 
and antisemitism.

“Terrible movie,” he said. “Two hours 
of unrelieved sadism. But the Romans 
are nice! I think everyone’s second na-
ture is anti-Semitism, so all the anxiety 
[over the film] is justified.” HW
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OBITUARIES

Janice Harris Berlin

Janice Harris Berlin of Naples, Fla, 
formerly of Memphis, Tenn., passed 
away on October 23, 2021, after a long 
illness.

Janice was born on March 28, 1941, 
to Toba and Harry Harris in Albemar-
le, NC. She graduated from the Wom-
en’s College of the University of North 
Carolina (known now as the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro) with 
a degree in sociology. She was also a 
sweetheart of Tau Epsilon Phi fraterni-
ty at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, where she met her husband 
of 58 years, Ira Berlin.

Janice and Ira settled in Memphis in 
1964 where they lived until retiring to 
Florida in 2019. They were active mem-
bers of Beth Sholom Synagogue where 

Stuart Jerome LaVene
Stuart Jerome LaVene, 92, of Mem-

phis, Tenn., passed away peacefully on 
Monday, October 25, 2021. 

As a teenager, he was elected presi-
dent of the Temple Israel Junior Con-
gregation. He was a track star at Central 
High School and participated in many 
running events, winning first place in 
the four-man relay in the State of Ten-
nessee High School track and field 
competition in 1946. After graduating 
high school in 1947, he attended Mem-
phis State College. He graduated with 
a degree in Business Administration. 
Then, he enlisted in the U.S. Army. He 
served four years, with two of those 
years in South Korea as an ammunition 
depot distributor. He was honorably 
discharged at the rank of Sergeant First 

Class in 1954. After his service, he mar-
ried Sylvia Fleischer and worked as a 
bookkeeper for Harlem House Restau-
rants. Soon, he found a better position 
as a bookkeeper for Binswanger Glass 
Co. In 1955, he purchased Julius Brod’s 
Tailoring Shop and was a tailor with two 
alteration employees. Using income de-
rived from that, he also started he own 
company the same year called Ad-Craft 
Products Co. He operated that business 
for 55 years. He was a past president 
Sam Schloss B’nai B’rith Men’s Lodge, 
as well as a past president of the Mid-
South Specialty Advertising Association 
where he also served as treasurer for 
many years. He was a lifetime member 
of the American Legion and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars.

His favorite hobby was dancing with 
his wife, Sylvia, where they were often 
known for many years as one of the best 
Tango dance couples in Memphis. He 
was proceeded in death by his parents, 
Charles and Beatrice LaVene, and a 
three-week-old baby sister, Betty Irene 
LaVene, all of Memphis. He leaves his 
wife, Sylvia Fleischer LaVene; three 
sons, Dr. Daniel LaVene (Jan) of Long-
wood, Fla., Edward LaVene (Amy) of 
Memphis, Mark LaVene of Memphis, 
and a daughter, Linda LaVene Blumen 
(Sam) of Plano, TX. He is survived 
by five grandsons, a granddaugh-
ter, two great-granddaughters, and 
a great-grandson. He will be fondly 
missed by all of his family, friends and 
peers. HW

they were part of a friendship Chavorat 
for nearly 40 years. Over the years, she 
served on the boards of Jewish Family 
Service and Plough Towers.

She was known by a whole genera-
tion of youth as “Aunt Janice” for the 
years she served as an advisor to multi-
ple Memphis BBYO chapters. She also 
worked a volunteer for the Crisis Center 
of Memphis and as a surrogate parent 
for education plan conferences for spe-
cial needs students in foster care.

Her most fulfilling work was with the 
Memphis office of Facing History and 
Ourselves. She worked as part of the 
development team and later joined their 
board of directors on which she served 
on for many years.

She and Ira loved to travel, especially 
by cruise ship. They visited nearly 100 
countries on six continents and made 
friends all over the world. She also 
loved playing Mah Jong and playing 
video poker and slot machines.

In addition to her husband, Ira, Jan-
ice leaves two children, David Berlin 
of Charlotte, NC, and Shellie (Andy) 
Bressler of Washington, DC; and four 
grandchildren, Harrison Berlin, Eliza-
beth Berlin, Adam Bressler and Casey 
Bressler. She also leaves two sisters, 
Zalotta (Mike) Walter of Jacksonville, 
Fla. and Sheila (Steve) Ussach of Jack-
sonville, Fla., and many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Donations in her memory can be 
made to Facing History at www.facing-
history.org/give or Facing History, P.O. 
Box 40568, Memphis, TN 38174. HW

Frances S. Rottersman
Frances S. Rottersman, 98, of Mem-

phis, died peacefully at home on Octo-
ber 15, 2021.

Frances was born in Mount Clemens, 
Mich., to Edward and Rose Schwartz 
on October 1, 1923, and lived there un-
til she moved to Memphis in the ‘40s. 
After moving to Memphis, she served 
at Kennedy Veterans Hospital, first as a 
volunteer and later as a secretary.

Frances lived a full life and was deep-
ly devoted to her family. Her lifelong 
priority was caring for her children, 
grandchildren and family pets in any 
way she could. She is survived by her 
children Barry Rottersman (Atlanta, 
GA), Sheri Bishop (Ron) of Memphis, 
and Alesa Grant (Shawn) of Knoxville. 
She also leaves her beloved grandchil-
dren, Andrea Cooper, Brett Panitz and 
Chase Panitz. She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Milton Rottersman, 
brothers Sidney and Walter Schwartz, 
and sisters Edith Platt and Beatrice 
Kashdan. She also leaves her “grand-
pets” Argo, Violet, Krazy Wilbur and 
Reginald “Reggie” White.

Memorial donations may be made 
to her favorite charity, the Memphis 
Humane Society. The family wishes 
to extend special gratitude to Frances’ 
devoted caregivers Bertha Watkins, 
Jean Harper, Carolyn Tate and Joyce 
Thompson. HW

Iran claims cyber-attack caused major damage to gas 
stations across country

(JNS) – Iran claimed last Tuesday 
that a cyber-attack interrupted fuel sales 
and caused long lines at gas stations 
throughout the Islamic Republic, state 
media reported.

It noted that it remains on alert against 
such strikes, which it has blamed on the 
United States and Western powers in 
the past, reported Reuters. “Technical 

experts are fixing the problem and soon 
the refueling process … will return to 
normal,” said state broadcaster IRIB.

Abolhassan Firouzabadi, secretary of 
Iran’s Supreme Council of Cyberspace, 
told state TV: “This attack was probably 
carried out by a foreign country. It is too 
early to announce by which country and 
in which way it was done.” HW

A view of Tehran. 
Credit: Vanchai Tan/Shutterstock
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Jay Black of ‘Jay and The Americans’ dies at 82

Pop group Jay And The Americans perform on the NBC TV music show 
‘Hullabaloo’ in New York City, February 1965. Jay Black is second from 
right, holding the microphone. 
Credit: Hullabaloo Archive/Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images
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By Ron Kampeas
(JTA) – When Jay Black wanted The 

New York Times to understand that he 
was a hell-raiser, he said he was thrown 
out of New Utrecht High School in 
Brooklyn.

When he made the same point to The 
Forward, he added that he was subse-
quently tossed out of three yeshivahs.

“Three yeshivas,” Black said twice 
for emphasis in a 2014 interview. “I was 
a bad kid.”

Black, born David Blatt, died in 
Queens, New York, on Oct. 22 at 82, of 
cardiac arrest brought on by pneumonia.

He was selling shoes in 1962 or 1963 
at Thom McAn when a buddy, Marty 
Kupersmith, who knew Blatt from the 

Jewish doo-wop circuit, asked him to 
take the place of Jay Traynor, who had 
quit Jay and the Americans, a group that 
had scored a single hit in 1962.

There was a condition: Blatt had to 
take on the first name Jay.

There are differing accounts of how 
he got the name Black; there’s evidence 
he was using it professionally before he 
joined Jay and the Americans, but he 
insisted he muttered “Jay Blatt” when 
Mike Douglas, the daytime talk show 
host, asked him his name, and Douglas 
repeated “Black,” and it stuck.

Black, raised in an Orthodox family, 
had sung as a youngster with the choir 
of Cantor Moshe Koussevitzky. He 

became known for his powerful reach-
for-the-rafters voice and his dramatic 
delivery. Bandmates dubbed him “The 
Voice” and it stuck.

With his dark good looks and his op-
eratic delivery, he affected a Latin per-
sona; one of the band’s most popular 
numbers was “Cara Mia,” in which he 
pledges to his presumably Italian object 
of adoration that “I will be your love 
until the end of time,” escalating into a 
heart-stopping falsetto. The song peak-
ed at #4 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.

There were other hits: “Come a Lit-
tle Bit Closer” (which peaked at #3 on 
the charts), about an encounter with a 
seductress in a Mexican border town 
that ends badly; and their cover of the 
Drifters’ “This Magic Moment” (peak-
ed at #6). The group was big enough to 
open for the Beatles in 1964, at the Fab 
Four’s very first U.S. concert.

The band wore sweaters and were 
clean-cut, but Black liked to project a 
mysterious, bad-boy affect: he boasted 
of his friendship with the Mafia boss 
John Gotti, and in a 1994 profile re-
fused to tell The New York Times what 
his name was before “Black” – in fact, 
nothing in the long profile refers to his 
Jewishness. (He also made sure the re-
porter knew that female fans were, in 
his sixth decade, still delivering panties 
to him.)

He toured across America for de-
cades, but New Yorkers loved their na-
tive son best. He sported a flag on his 
jacket, and said he was proud of the 

band’s 1963 hit, “Only in America,” re-
corded just when the counterculture was 
about to take off.

“Only in America can a guy from any-
where go to sleep a pauper and wake up 
a millionaire,” he sang.

In his 2014 interview with The For-
ward, Black seemed taken aback that 
the reporter even knew he was Jewish. 
But then he went all in, noting that the 
interview was taking place hours before 
the onset of Simchat Torah, and saying 
that he would light yahrzeit candles for 
his parents to mark the day.

The group broke up in 1973, but 
Black continued to perform under “Jay 
and the Americans” until 2005, when a 
chronic gambling habit drove him into 
bankruptcy. Debts forced him to sell 
back the name to three original founders 
of the group, who were ready to reunite 
and take the show on the road.

The revived group let him continue 
performing as Jay Black, but he never 
quite forgave them for taking the band 
name from him.

“We shared both wonderful and very 
contentious times, and much like an ex-
wife, we are so proud of the beautiful 
children we created,” the group said last 
Saturday on its Facebook page. “We’ll 
always remember The Voice.”

Taking his place fronting the band is a 
younger guy named John Reincke. Now 
known as Jay.

Jay Black, thrice-married and thrice-di-
vorced, is survived by three sons, a 
daughter and five grandchildren. HW

Check out Jewish Scene Magazine and The Hebrew Watchman 
on Facebook and Instagram and at JewishSceneMagazine.com


