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Wishing you all 
a very 
Happy 

Hanukkah

(JTA) – A new poll conducted in Is-
rael found that a majority of Israelis 
support abolishing its mandatory army 
draft.

The Israel Democracy Institute has 
been studying the question since 2017, 
and this was the first time that it found 
that more Israelis were supportive of the 
idea of abolishing the draft than were 
opposed to it.

In this year’s survey, 47% of Jewish 
respondents believe the draft should 
be abolished while 42% disagreed. In 
2017, just 38% supported “profession-
alization” of the army, while 59% op-
posed it.

In Israel, all citizens are drafted into 
the army at age 18, though Arab and 
Druze Israelis are given exemptions, as 
are most haredi Orthodox citizens and 
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Less Than Half of Jewish Israelis Support a 
Mandatory Army Draft, Per New Poll

Israeli soldiers from the Paratroopers Brigade during a swearing-in 
ceremony in Jerusalem, Nov. 11, 2021. Credit: Arie Leib Abrams/Flash90

By Shira Hanau

many religious women.
The poll also indicates that among 

younger Israelis, support for the draft 
is far lower than among older Israelis, 
which could increase public support for 
ending the draft in the years to come.

Among those ages 18-44, 54-57% 
supported abolishing the draft while just 
31-32% of those ages 55 and up felt the 
same.

Yohanan Plesner, president of the Is-
rael Democracy Institute, warned that 
shifting from a universal draft to a pro-
fessional army would be disastrous for 
Israel’s security.

“We may find ourselves in a situation 
in which a small minority of idealists 
serve in the military alongside those 
who chose to sign up for lack of any bet-
ter employment options,” Plesner said.

He added: “It is important to under-
stand that, without retaining some form 
of the ‘people’s army’ model, Israel’s 
security cannot be guaranteed for the 
long term.”

The poll, which surveyed 1,003 Israe-
lis in Hebrew and Arabic, was conduct-
ed by the Israel Democracy Institute via 
phone calls and the internet between 
Sept. 30 and Oct. 4. HW

Biden White 
House is 
Planning a 
Last-Minute 
Hanukkah 
Party – in 
Person

Hared Orthodox Jewish men walk near the Jaffa Gate in the Old City of 
Jerusalem, Jun. 17, 2021. Credit: Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90

Nearly 1 in 3 Israeli Jews will be Haredi Orthodox 
By 2050, Per Israeli Economic Projections

By Shira Hanau
(JTA) – Nearly one third of Israel’s 

Jewish population will be haredi Ortho-
dox by the year 2050, according to pro-
jections by Israel’s National Economic 
Council.

Israel’s current population of 9.2 mil-
lion is expected to grow to 16 million 
by 2050. Of those 16 million, about a 
quarter are projected by Israel’s Nation-
al Economic Council to be haredi Or-

thodox, Haaretz reported last Monday.
The new population figures point to 

a future in which Israel’s Jewish popu-
lation continues to make up about 80% 
of its population but in which that Jew-
ish population skews far more heavily 
Orthodox than ever before. Currently, 
Israel’s Orthodox population makes up 
12.6% of the population. By 2050, that 
figure will rise to 24% of the total popu-

lation, the council claims.
Most of that growth will result from 

the Orthodox community’s birth rate of 
6.7 children per woman, far higher than 
the rate of 3.01 among the population as 
a whole. Across all sectors of the popu-
lation, Israelis ages 19 and younger will 
make up over a third of the population.

Most of Israel’s Orthodox Jews are 
expected to remain concentrated in Je-
rusalem and its surrounding area as well 
as in the city of Beit Shemesh. But the 
Orthodox population is also projected to 
grow in Israel’s south, where a new Or-
thodox city is being planned, as well as 
to a smaller degree in the north.

Tel Aviv and its surrounding cities 
and suburbs will continue to be the most 
highly populated area of the country. 
That area will also see a major increase 
in the number of elderly people, with 
the number of people over the age of 65 
approximately doubling.

The country’s population growth 
across all sectors is projected to place 
greater demands on the country’s hous-
ing stock, already considered to be in-
sufficient for the current population’s 
needs, as well as transportation systems 
and education system. HW

By Ron Kampeas

Moshe Margareten lights candles 
at the White House Hanukkah 
party in 2019. Credit: Screenshot 
from YouTube

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Biden 
White House is planning an in-person 
Hanukkah party for next week.

The Hanukkah party has been a White 
House tradition since 2001. But the 
Trump administration’s decision to hold 
one in person last year, as the coronavi-
rus pandemic raged, turned the normally 
bipartisan meet-and-mingle into a polit-
ically polarized event.

This year, the pandemic is ongoing, 
and there were concerns about in-person 
Hanukkah and Christmas events as a re-
sult, insiders told the Jewish Telegraph-
ic Agency. But the event was set to take 
place with a menorah lighting at the 
White House on Dec. 1, with invitations 
going out last Wednesday, just one week 
before the party. Organizing a party this 
close to the date of a holiday – Hanuk-
kah started Sunday night – is unusual 
for a White House.

President Joe Biden has been attend-
ing more in-person events recently that 
involve mixing with people. This week 
he and his wife, Jill Biden, attended a 
Thanksgiving get-together with mili-
tary families in Fort Bragg, North Car-
olina. HW

Happy
Hanukkah
2021 
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Grahamwood Elementary was proud 
and honored to welcome Rayna Exel-
beird to share her book and life experi-
ences with all of our students.

More than 900 children, kindergarten 
through fifth grade, heard from Rayna 
about her early struggles with bullying, 
how she turned her mindset around, and 
grew from her trials.

After reading “The Girl Who Said 
Hello to Everyone” aloud to the classes, 

Grahamwood Elementary says 
“Hello” to Rayna Rose Exelbeird 
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Grahamwood Elementary students colored hands to fill a welcome 
bulletine board in preparation for Rayna Exelbierd’s visit

Rayna Exelbierd visits several classes

she was able to inspire the children to 
practice resilience and kindness, accept 
and appreciate differences, and learn to 
have conversations that establish friend-
ships and camaraderie.

Ms. Exelbierd helped us celebrate the 
diversity of each other, but then taught 
us that we all have something alike. By 
wearing two different shoes or two dif-
ferent socks, we saw how important it is 
to use differences to make connections 

and to be proud of our differences.
To welcome Ms. Exelbierd to Gra-

hamwood, each student made and dec-
orated a handprint with a welcoming 
message of “Hello” from the different 
languages and cultures that represent 
our student body. She was greeted in 
Hebrew, Japanese, Chinese, Spanish, 
Hindi, Urdu, Braille, Arabic, and many 
others.

Our students will always remember 
that “being different is cool,” and we 
should celebrate what makes us unique.

For more information about Graham-
wood Elementary School, recognized by 

Shelby County Schools as an Advanced 
Academics Optional school, please con-
tact Sylvia Albert at albertss@scsk12.org 
or Jessica Tate at tatejr@scsk12.org. HW
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Memphis Concert to 
Protect Our Aquifer 

Two of Memphis’ greatest natural 
resources – water and music – come 
together this holiday season as the 
third decade of Acoustic Sunday Live! 
presents The Memphis Concert to Pro-
tect Our Aquifer at 7 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 5, at First Congregational 
Church, 1000 Cooper St.

Acoustic Sunday Live! curated and 
produced by Bruce and Barbara New-
man, will feature GRAMMY-nomi-
nated and multi-Blues Music Award 
winner Shemekia Copeland, Nashville 
singer-songwriter Will Kimbrough, 
Grammy nominated country/Americana 
Singer-songwriter Jim Lauderdale, and 
iconic singer-songwriter and folk mu-
sician, Livingston Taylor, as well as 
Memphis’ own rap and hip-hop legend, 
Al Kapone.  The concert itself will fea-
ture two sets with each artist performing 
two songs per set, and then will end with 
a big finale.

“This concert series has benefitted the 
Memphis community in various ways 
for many years,” Newman says. “But 
I am especially pleased to work with 

Ward Archer and his team at Protect Our 
Aquifer and the associated community 
partners to protect the environment in 
our own backyard.”

Formed out of necessity in 2017, 
Ward Archer founded Protect Our Aqui-
fer thinking it would be a short-lived le-
gal fight. It soon became apparent there 
is no entity working to protect the source 
of drinking water for Shelby County, 
Tennessee and much of the Mid-South. 
Protect Our Aquifer is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit with a force of citizen advocates 
challenging threats to the Aquifer. In four 
years, Protect Our Aquifer has become a 
leading voice in the science-based pro-
tection of the Aquifer and the people that 
depend on it.

Acoustic Live Sunday! tickets start 
at $50, are tax deductible, and can be 
purchased at acousticsundaylive21@
eventive.org. Premium live streaming 
is also available this year. 

ATTENDEES WILL NEED TO 
SHOW PROOF OF VAX. CURRENT 
HEALTH PROTOCOLS WILL BE 
FOLLOWED. HW

Life Member, Multi-Million Dollar Club
Memphis Area Association of Realtors

Office 901.682.1868 • Cell 901.483.0546
shelrose@memphisrelocate.com

Sheldon Rosengarten,
Broker

REALTOR Emeritus*
*Awarded by the National Association of Realtors

for 40 Years of Service.

When you want the job DONE, call Shel-DONE!

Happy Birthday!

Even while out of town, 
celebrating my birthday, I 
worked 4 offers and SOLD 

this house. So, if you or 
someone you know is 

thinking of selling, talk to 
2-3 Brokers and make sure 

that I am one of them….
and get these signs in 

YOUR yard!
And, remember…

Multiple Offers – Sold the First Weekend!

Baron Hirsch Presents Musical Hallel
With the excitement of Chanukah 

building, Baron Hirsch is once again 
looking forward to hosting a “Musical 
Hallel” on December 5.

The synagogue hosted its first-ever 
such event over the intermediate days of 
Sukkot, and members had a great time. 
The Hallel prayer, which is normally said 
during holidays, is a series of psalms that 
expresses our happiness over the holiday 

and our gratitude towards G-d.
Although we normally recite Hallel 

during the three biblical festivals, Cha-
nukah was added to the list by the rabbis. 
This was due in part to the unique aspect 
of the holiday, publicizing the miracle. 
It is on Channukah as opposed to oth-
er holidays where we are instructed to 
light our candles in our windows to show 
others, Jews and gentiles alike, that G-d 

Temple Israel’s Adult 
Hebrew Class Begins 
January 9, 2022

It is never too late to start learning He-
brew or brush up on what you once knew.

For six years, Barbara Mansberg has 
taught Temple Israel University’s He-
brew Class, also known as Adult Ulpan. 
Her knowledge and experience make 
learning Hebrew fun and easy.

Aleph, the introductory class, is open 
to all and the perfect place to start for a 
quick refresh or to begin your Hebrew 
journey. Hebrew classes are held on 
Zoom beginning January 9, 2022, at 10 
a.m. – you don’t even have to leave your 
house!

“I have always loved learning new 
things, so when I read about the virtual 
Hebrew class at Temple, I was excited,” 
said Deedee Perel. “Barbara Mansberg 
has made learning to read Hebrew fun. 
Not only does Barbara help us learn to 
pronounce and ‘speak,’ but she also ex-
plains the history behind many of the 

customs and pronunciations, teaches us 
the background of prayers, and makes 
the class come alive. I am amazed and 
thrilled that each week I can read more 
and more quickly.”

Carolyn Mizne never learned Hebrew 
as a child but began learning at the age 
of 73 in the Adult Ulpan class at Tem-
ple Israel. “I completed the beginner 
class with Barbara Mansberg just before 
COVID. I continued in the next class on 
Zoom this year with Teri Peacock’s ex-
cellent teaching and a wonderful group 
of other adult learners. I am finding new 
meaning in the prayers, and the best part 
may be that I am able to tell my children 
to never believe they are too old to learn 
something new.”

For more information or to register, 
please contact Temple Israel’s Judaic Pro-
gram Specialist, Lynn Owen, at lynno@
timemphis.org. All are welcome! HW

saved us from the hands of the Greeks 
and caused the light to last for eight days.

It is only fitting that on this holiday, 
Baron Hirsch has decided to recon-
vene for its musical Hallel. Led by 
the shul’s Cantor Ricky Kampf and 
Youth Director Eitan Selter, members 
are invited to bring their own musical 
instruments and voices to participate. 
This time, the synagogue hopes to add 

the musically talented Jason Caplan 
and Kollel Torah Mitzion members.

The Jewish tradition teaches that “in 
multitudes there is glorification of the 
king,” or in other words, the more peo-
ple praising G-d together, the more glo-
rification there is for G-d.

This Chanukah, Baron Hirsch plans 
to gather together to publicize the mir-
acle and spread the light and happiness 
throughout our community. HW
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No matter our stage in life, one is 
seldom comfortable feeling left out. 
Unfortunately, many American Jews 
experience exactly that feeling each 
year as Christmas approaches. The 
term “December Dilemma” is used to 
describe the tension many Jews feel sit-
ting on the sidelines, unable to fully en-
joy or participate in the distinctly Chris-
tian themes and activities occurring all 
around.

One contemporary Jewish author, 
Sara Y. Rigler, writes:

“I grew up as a strongly identified Jew 
in Christian America. This posed few 
problems ten and a half months a year. 
But every November, when the Xmas 
decorations started to go up, so did 
my defenses. The annual Xmas concert 
in my public school was a real identity 
crisis for me. Should I refuse to partic-
ipate? Should I go up on the stage with 
the rest of my class and just mouth the 
words of the Christmas carols? Should 
I sing, but go silent every time we came 
to the ‘J’ word?

“The concerts ended with elementary 
school, but not my sense of alienation 
every December. I felt like I was mill-
ing around in a party to which I was 
not invited. Ours was the only house on 
our street without decorations. Every 

Are You Prepared for the December Dilemma?
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By Rabbi Akiva Males
department store Santa and every bril-
liantly lit tree, as well as the avalanche 
of Xmas cards from my Christian (and 
Jewish!) friends only accentuated my 
sense of not belonging.”

To some degree, most American Jews 
can relate to that writer’s experiences. 
The challenge we face is finding the best 
way to deal with this reality. First and 
foremost, we must know why we feel 
such a sense of discomfort as the Christ-
mas season nears. The answer is clear: 
as Jews, we simply cannot fully partici-
pate in all aspects of a season dominated 
by Christian religious themes. As such, 
we must find a way to deal with our in-
ability to take part in all aspects of our 
surrounding culture for about a month 
each year.

Four approaches readily come to 
mind:

• Move to Israel and live in a thor-
oughly Jewish environment, where no 
Jew will ever feel left out. While this 
may be an immediate option for some, 
it is not one the majority of American 
Jews are yet willing to entertain.

• Seek to eliminate all overtly Chris-
tian aspects of the holiday season. Al-
though there are several groups trying to 
do this, to me, forcing Christianity out of 
the Christmas season seems both quite 

odd and unfair to our fellow citizens 
(the majority) who thoroughly enjoy 
this time of the year. Also, the hostility 
arising from such a move would be far 
more problematic to the American Jew-
ish community than any lonely feelings 
brought on by the December Dilemma.

• Try to level the playing field by de-
manding absolutely equal “air time” to 
all things Jewish during the Christmas 
season. This would be done by forcing 
Jewish symbols, holiday trappings, and 
music to appear and be heard wherever 
and whenever Christmas ones are dis-
played and heard. When one considers 
this approach, it does not take long to 
realize how unrealistic it is. It is rath-
er far-fetched to have a Charlie Brown 
Chanukah special on TV right after 
the Christmas one or hearing a Chanu-
kah-themed song right after “Grandma 
Got Run Over by a Reindeer” while 
shopping, and I seriously doubt we can 
expect to see Chanukah-themed Coca 
Cola bottles displayed right next to the 
ones with Santa on them any time soon. 
(Even if such a plan were realistic, I 
think it is pretty clear it would be unfair 
imposing Jewish holiday themes on the 
majority of our fellow citizens, and ex-
tremely unwise for American Jewry to 
push for such an idea.)

• Live authentic, active, and fulfilling 
Jewish lives. If our days, homes, and 
routines are full of Judaism, we will not 
feel much in the way of a vacuum each 
year when December rolls around. This 
approach will more than compensate for 
those brief seasonal experiences we as 
Jews cannot participate in.

Regarding this last approach, one 
non-Jewish writer, Terry Mattingly, has 
this to say:

“A child in a family that enjoys Jew-
ish life and faith is less likely to crave a 
Christmas tree…. But if a family’s life 
is dominated by television, pop music, 
movies, shopping and other activities 
that have little or nothing to do with 
their faith, then it will probably feel ten-
sion during these media-mad and highly 
secularized holidays.”

If we opt for the fourth approach in 
dealing with the December Dilemma, I 
am sure all Jews will feel far less sea-
sonal angst each year. Living actively 
Jewish lives will not only enrich our 
beings, it will also enable us to view Ju-
daism as a vibrant life-enhancing force 
instead of an aspect of our heritage that 
just causes us to feel like outsiders.

Young Israel’s Rabbi Akiva and Lay-
ala Males are looking forward to cele-
brating Chanukah together. HW

Florida Federation Sends $30,000 to Help Ethiopian Jews Awaiting 
Immigration

Ethiopian immigrants arrive at Ben-Gurion International Airport on the 
final flight of “Operation Tzur Israel” on March 11, 2021. Credit: Olivier 
Fitoussi.

(JNS) – Florida’s Jewish Federation 
of Broward County has donated $32,800 
to help provide medical care, food and 
clean water to Jews in Ethiopia awaiting 
to make aliyah and resettle in Israel.

The funds will help support the ef-
forts of the organization Struggle to 
Save Ethiopian Jewry (SSEJ), which is 
dedicated to supporting Jews remaining 
in Ethiopia until they are rescued and 
brought to Israel. The federation allo-
cated the money from its ongoing cam-
paign to raise $100,000 for SSEJ.

In the past 40 years, Jewish feder-
ations have helped more than 92,000 
Ethiopian Jews immigrate to Israel.

“Helping Ethiopians and Jews world-

wide come home to Israel is one of the 
clearest demonstrations of our love and 
commitment to the State of Israel, which 
is central to our core mission,” said Alan 
Cohn, chair of the Jewish Federation of 
Broward County’s board of directors. 
“We will not forsake our brothers and 
sisters at this desperate time.”

Hundreds of Ethiopian Jews were 
airlifted to Israel in December 2020 as 
part of a decision by the Israeli gov-
ernment to enable the immigration of 
members of Ethiopia’s Jewish com-
munity known as Falash Mura. Many 
members of the Ethiopian Jewish com-
munity already have family members 
living in Israel. HW
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What the ‘Friends’ Holiday Armadillo Episode Gets 
Right About Interfaith Families

Credit: Warner Bros. Television
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Which is your favorite season of 
“Friends,” and why is it season seven?

I admit, I have been an (almost) life-
time fan of the show “Friends.” It’s been 
my comfort show for the majority of 
my life. I consider Chandler Bing to be 
my first comedic influence, because he 
showed me I could guard myself from 
all the fear and insecurity of being a pre-
teen by making myself a punchline. I re-
cently bought a tower of “Central Perk” 
mugs in a thrift store in the name of “re-
parenting” – I’m still not sure what that 
is, but my best guess is addressing the 
lost sense of joy I felt upon seeing them. 
My family friends’ parents still blame 
me for getting them into the show as 
well. Despite its availability of stream-
ing on HBO Max, I have held onto my 
well-loved boxed DVD set.

There is one disc in particular that 
falls into the “most watched” category: 
season seven, disc two. I love it for the 
perfect arc of episodes, including one 
that stands out above the rest: “The One 
with the Holiday Armadillo.” It is, sim-
ply, the most unique holiday episode I 
have seen.

For me, returning to this episode after 
spending the last two years so deeply 
immersed in the online Jewish commu-
nity has gotten me thinking about its 
deeper message – and what it says about 
an issue many Jewish institutions seem 
to get wrong about fostering enthusiasm 
for a Jewish identity. As I have grown 
wiser, I can acknowledge that “Friends” 
missed the mark in many ways in terms 
of representation, including their por-
trayal of Judaism, however I believe 
that “The One with the Holiday Arma-
dillo,” perhaps unintentionally, provides 
a beautiful message of Jewish identity, 
one that we can all learn from.

For those less familiar with this epi-
sode, a quick recap: Ross announces he 
gets his son, Ben, who mostly lives with 
his mom, for the holiday season. Ross, 
who is Jewish, says he wants to take this 
year to teach his son about Hanukkah. 
We then see the scene where he tries to 
teach Ben about Hanukkah, but Ben is 
really excited about Christmas (because 
that’s what he’s been celebrating with 
his mom his whole life). He asks if San-
ta is coming and is disappointed when 
Ross says no. He’s so disappointed that 
Ross decides to try and find a Santa cos-
tume.

Unfortunately, the costume shop is all 
out of “anything Christmas-y.” But they 

“The One with the Holiday Armadillo” tells the classic Jewish tale of the inner 
conflict we never need to have.

By Sophia Zohar

have an armadillo costume, and so Ross 
becomes the “Holiday Armadillo.”

First of all, why is Ross just begin-
ning to introduce Ben to Hanukkah at 
age 6? Surely at some point Ross could 
have asked to see Ben for at least part of 
Hanukkah? Of course he’s not going to 
be excited about Hanukkah if his fam-
ily has been making a big deal about 
Christmas every year and he has no idea 
what Hanukkah is. Perhaps this is a re-
sult of Ross’s own complicated feelings 
about his family dynamics, or maybe 
it’s just the way to create tension in the 
plot. But either way, as we learn later 
in the episode, Ben being disappointed 
about not celebrating Christmas doesn’t 
mean he’s not interested in Hanukkah.

The moment I want to focus on is 
when the Armadillo says “Happy Ha-
nukkah” and Ben mentions that he’s part 
Jewish – which is a twist in the episode. 
When Ross brought the holiday up ear-
lier, Ben seemed totally uninterested. In 
this moment we see that, as excited as 
Ben is about Christmas, he still under-
stands that part of his identity is Jewish, 

and he feels that it’s worth mentioning. 
Why? Perhaps it is a ploy to get more 
presents – although his question, “Are 
you for Hanukkah, too?” comes off as 
pretty genuine. This shows the type of 
pull Judaism has, even on kids who 
have been disconnected from it.

Now with Ben’s full attention, 
Ross-as-Armadillo begins to tell the story 
of Hanukkah again. Unfortunately, at this 
moment, Chandler comes in dressed as 
Santa and the part-Jewish interest plum-
mets (because Santa is there, obviously). 
They decide Chandler will leave, prompt-
ing Ben’s disappointment and request 

that the Holiday Armadillo leave instead. 
Ross is resigned until Chandler suggests 
that he sit with Ben (as Santa) and listen 
to the Armadillo tell the story of Hanuk-
kah. Ben says “OK, Santa” and sits down 
next to Chandler, looking attentive.

When we flash back to the scene lat-
er in the episode, Ben has moved away 
from Chandler towards Ross as Ross 
finishes up the story with his arm around 
him. Ross says, “and instead of lasting 
for one night, the oil lasted for,” and Ben 
repeats back “eight whole days,” show-

ing that the knowledge has successful-
ly been transferred (from generation to 
generation). The episode ends with the 
whole gang gathered around a meno-
rah in Monica’s window, as “Tradition” 
from “Fiddler on the Roof” plays in the 
background.

“The One with the Holiday Armadil-
lo” tells the classic Jewish tale of the 
inner conflict we never need to have. 
Can Judaism and Jewish traditions ex-
ist in a world where the secular culture 
is so heavily Christian? The episode is 
brilliantly crafted, as this conflict plays 
beautifully into the strained dynamic 

between Ross and his son from his first 
failed marriage. But just as the episode 
ends by showing us that Ross and Ben 
really do love each other, the episode 
carries another message: Jewish identi-
ty has its own pull, and Judaism is, as 
Ben says in the end, “awesome!” It can 
exist powerfully beside other traditions 
simply through proud, unapologetic 
practice. No smoke, no mirrors, no ar-
madillos needed (in the words of Moni-
ca Gellar, “now that’s a sentence I never 
thought I would say”). HW

Credit: Warner Bros. Television
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Hezbollah Working to Conduct 
Campaign Against U.S. 
Influence in Lebanon

(JNS) – In recent months, Hezbollah 
has been conducting a campaign against 
the United States and its role in Leba-
non, blaming America for its economic 
and political problems.

According to a Middle East Media 
Research Institute (MEMRI) report, 
Hezbollah also accused the United 
States of interfering in the country’s ju-
dicial system, particularly in the inves-
tigation into the August 2020 explosion 
at the Port of Beirut. The group claims 
that the United States is working to 
blame Hezbollah for being responsible 
for the blast, even internally.

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah 
and other officials have spread a dis-
course of incitement against the United 
States, recently escalating from accusa-
tions to actual threats.

According to Nasrallah, “the Ameri-

cans are starving [the Lebanese people] 
so that they give up their honor, sover-
eignty and national rights … .”

Lebanese journalist Hussein Murta-
da, who supports Hezbollah, tweeted an 
edited photo of Lebanese Forces party 
head Samir Geagea, Judge Tarek Bitar 
and U.S. Ambassador Dorothy Shea to 
Lebanon with the caption: “The Amer-
ican ambassador of destruction inter-
fered in the events.”

Shi’ite mufti Sheikh Ahmad Qabalan, 
who is close to the Hezbollah terrorist 
organization, said: “What we need to do 
is [launch] a national uprising against 
the U.S. and accept the [aid] offered by 
Iran, China or Russia. Whoever prefers 
darkness, poverty and drowning to [ac-
cepting] the Iranian, Chinese or Russian 
offer is betraying the rights of this de-
prived [Lebanese] people.” HW

(JNS) – Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett said on Sunday that while Israel 
was still assessing the magnitude of the 
threat posed by the omicron variant of 
the COVID-19 virus, shutting the bor-
ders to non-citizens was “necessary.”

“Imposing restrictions on the coun-
try’s borders is not an easy step,” Ben-
nett told the weekly Cabinet meeting 
on Sunday. He acknowledged that such 
restrictions would harm the country’s 
already tottering tourism industry, but 
said that keeping the borders open could 
cause wider harm to the economy.

“Now we need to tighten the borders 
in order to keep the country open with-
in,” he said.

Following a meeting of the country’s 
coronavirus cabinet on Saturday, min-
isters voted to bar non-citizens from 
entering the country for two weeks, as 
well as tightening other restrictions, ac-
cording to an official statement. Pending 
approval by the government, the closure 
is to go into effect on Sunday night and 
remain in effect for 14 days.

Under the new restrictions, Israelis 
who have been vaccinated or recovered 

Israeli Closes Borders to 
Foreign Nationals Due to New 
COVID Variant

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett at the Corona Cabinet meeting, Nov. 27, 
2021. Credit: Koby Gideon/GPO

from the virus will be required to take 
PCR tests upon arriving in Israel, af-
ter which they will quarantine in their 
homes. If a second PCR test, taken on 
the third day, comes back negative, 
they will be able to leave quarantine. 
Non-vaccinated Israelis will have to 
wait seven days before taking the sec-
ond PCR test.

Israelis returning from countries de-
fined as “red” will undergo a PCR test 
and be required to enter a quarantine ho-
tel until the initial results are received. 
With a negative result, they will move 
to home quarantine. On the seventh day, 
they will take an additional PCR test, 
and if negative, will be released from 
quarantine.

The Israel Security Agency (ISA) will 
activate cell phone tracking to keep tabs 
on verified cases of the new strain, ac-
cording to the statement.

Restrictions on indoor gatherings will 
be tightened, down from 100 to just 50, 
however, performances and activities 
associated with the Hanukkah holiday, 
which begins on Sunday evening, will 
not be affected. HW

Chelsea Clinton Says it’s 
No Surprise that Facebook 
Allows Book Burning Groups 
– Zuckerberg Once Defended 
Holocaust Deniers
By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) – Chelsea Clinton took Face-
book CEO Mark Zuckerberg to task 
last Wednesday for allowing groups to 
use the social network to organize book 
burnings. Clinton compared the phe-
nomenon to Facebook’s past resistance 
to banning Holocaust deniers from the 
platform.

“Come for the book burning, stay 
for the s’mores,” Clinton, the daughter 
of former President Bill Clinton and 
2016 Democratic presidential nomi-
nee Hillary Clinton, said in a tweet last 
Wednesday. “Not terribly surprising 
#Facebook would platform book burn-
ing events in the image of 1933 Nazi 
Germany. After all, Mark Zuckerberg 
spent years defending the rights of Ho-
locaust deniers to spread hateful lies and 
coddling fascists.”

Clinton quoted a tweet by a journalist 
with screenshots of a page on Facebook 
titled “book burning event” and inviting 
people to borrow books they deemed 
objectionable from school libraries and 
burn them in Fredericksburg, Virginia 

on Dec. 13. Fredericksburg neighbors 
Spotsylvania, where the country school 
board made headlines recently after 
calling for a review of every book in 
school libraries. By early last Thursday 
morning, the event appeared to have 
been removed from Facebook.

Two school board members also 
called for books the review deemed to 
be “sexually explicit” to be burned. In 
the wake of a backlash, the school board 
rescinded the review and one of the two 
school board members said he regretted 
calling for the book burning.

Facebook in 2020 reversed a long-
standing policy of allowing Holocaust 
deniers to use it as a platform. In a 2018 
interview, Zuckerberg said he found the 
denial offensive because he is Jewish, 
but also said he would not deplatform 
the denial because he could not be sure 
of its intent.

Clinton, whose husband Mark Mez-
vinsky is Jewish, has used her platform 
to speak out against antisemitism, in-
cluding among other Democrats. HW
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(JTA) – Stephen Sondheim, the Jew-
ish lyricist and composer who redefined 
the American musical through a monu-
mental canon of influential and innova-
tive theatrical works, has died at 91.

He died suddenly Friday after enjoy-
ing a Thanksgiving dinner with friends 
at his home in Roxbury, Connecticut, 
“The New York Times” reported.

Sondheim’s stunning debut came 
writing the lyrics to Leonard Bernstein’s 
score for “West Side Story” in 1957, at 
age 27. Sondheim was born to Jewish 
parents in New York City but raised 
without any formal Jewish background, 
to the extent that he once said Bernstein 
had to explain to him how to pronounce 
the words “Yom Kippur.”

Sondheim’s other well-known musi-
cals include “Into the Woods,” “Swee-
ney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street,” “Follies,” “A Little Night 
Music” and “Sunday in the Park With 
George.” Many of them were not smash 
hits immediately, as he avoided tradi-
tional Broadway formulas that would 
immediately draw audiences. Instead, 
he crafted musicals that dealt with sub-
jects that had not received treatments on 
mainstream stages: loneliness, despair 
and the artistic temperament.

There was the young man who is terri-
fied of emotional commitment in “Com-
pany” (1970); the family torn apart by 
emotional dishonesty in “A Little Night 
Music” (1973); the vicious serial killer 
in “Sweeney Todd” (1979); and the artist 
in the midst of conceiving a masterpiece 
in “Sunday in the Park with George” 
(1984). “Into the Woods,” a mashup of 
characters from multiple fairy tales, won 
several Tony Awards in 1987.

Revivals staged years after often did 
better than original runs, but he is often 
cited as one of the 20th century’s most 
influential theater writers.

Sondheim – who did not entertain 
a romantic partnership until he was 
60 – also often wrote about loneliness 
and whether the capacity to create a 
longterm relationship was possible. 
“Send In the Clowns,” a signature song 
from “A Little Night Music” that Frank 
Sinatra recorded a popular version of, 
remains a famous lamentation about bad 
timing when it comes to love.

“Isn’t it rich?” sings the character De-
siree. “Are we a pair? Me here at last on 
the ground, You in mid-air?”

Sondheim hated when his fans and 
biographers attempted to examine his 
life to understand his music, but it was 
an irresistible enterprise. Born into a 

Stephen Sondheim, Jewish 
Theater Legend Who 
Reshaped the American 
Musical, is Dead at 91

Stephen Sondheim, songwriter/lyricist, listening to music in the recording 
control room during the original cast recording of the Broadway musical 
‘Into The Woods’, New York, 1987. Credit: Oliver Morris/Getty Images
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wealthy family in New York that ran a 
dressmaking company, his father left 
him and his mother when Sondheim 
was 10 years old, and his mother heaped 
on him hateful scorn, once telling him 
that her greatest regret was that he was 
born at all. 

He found mentorship and a father fig-
ure in his teen years in a family friend, 
Oscar Hammerstein II, the lyricist of 
Jewish descent who had heralded an 
earlier revolution in the American mu-

sical, leading its transition in the 1920s 
from lighthearted reviews to novelistic 
treatments of major issues. 

Hammerstein plotted out a four-step 
training for Sondheim while he was still 
in high school: Adapt a good play into 
a musical, adapt a flawed play into a 
musical, adapt a musical from another 
literary form, write your own musical.

Sondheim stuck assiduously to the 
course and at 22 began auditioning 
songs around New York.

A producer, Lemuel Ayers, commis-
sioned Sondheim to write songs for a 
musical he was producing, but Ayers 
died before it could be staged. Sond-
heim’s skills nonetheless became known 
in Broadway circles and at age 25, he 
was asked to come on board and write 
the lyrics for a musical Bernstein was 
planning based on “Romeo and Juliet.”

That became “West Side Story,” and 
Sondheim’s skill at weaving doom and 
despair into romance was immediately 
evident in the signature song, “Some-
where”: “There’s a place for us/ Some-
where a place for us/Peace and quiet and 
open air/Wait for us somewhere.”

Sondheim was a generous interview, 
speaking to journalists and even critics 
at length, and lacerating himself for 
years about lyrics he believed post-facto 
were misconceived. He hated that the 
big, emotive note in “Somewhere” was 
the “a” in “There’s a place for us.”

Sondheim earned multiple honors 
besides his many Tony’s, including the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2015.

He settled into a comfortable elder 
statesman status late in life, traveling 
into New York this year to see revivals 
of his musicals, and living with his hus-
band, Jeffrey Romley, whom he married 
in 2017 and who survives him. HW

By Ron Kampeas

Sondheim earned multiple 
honors besides his many 
Tony’s, including the 
Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 2015.

Neighbors Say a Jewish 
Billionaire’s Penthouse 
Pavilion Plans are a Little too 
Much — Even for Manhattan
By Ben Sales

(New York Jewish Week via JTA) – 
Neighbors are objecting to the two-sto-
ry glass pavilion that hedge fund man-
ager Bill Ackman and his wife, the 
Israeli-born architect and designer Neri 
Oxman, want to build on the roof of 
their apartment building on Manhattan’s 
West 77th Street.

The dispute has pulled in some 
high-powered neighbors and advocates 
on both sides, including legendary PBS 
journalist Bill Moyers (he’s against) 
and a small “Who’s Who” of prominent 
Jewish New Yorkers, according to The 
New York Times.

Columnist Gina Bellafante reports that 
the dispute isn’t about historic architec-
ture, sunlight or other similar flashpoints 
in New York city zoning disputes. It’s 
actually about what, if anything, the city 
will do to limit the increasing power of its 
billionaire class. A three-hour debate over 
the proposal in the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission, Bellafante wrote, was 
“about where the retaining wall ought to 
be erected against the desires of the mag-
nificently wealthy to configure the world 
precisely to their specifications.”

Ackman made a giant windfall in 
March 2020 by betting that COVID 
would crash the economy. The Hai-
fa-born Oxman, who teaches at MIT, 
has drawn wide praise for her pioneer-
ing work fusing principles of nature 
and sustainability into her designs. The 
couple – who were introduced by Marty 

Peretz, the former publisher of The New 
Republic and co-founder of TheStreet.
com –were married at Central Syna-
gogue in January 2019. Ackman has 
donated large sums to a range of Jewish 
causes, from the Center for Jewish His-
tory to Birthright.

Among their supporters at the Land-
marks Preservation Committee meeting 
were many prominent Jews, including 
architecture critic Paul Goldberger; 
Louise Mirrer, the president of the New 
York Historical Society and expert on 
medieval Spanish Jewry; and Betsy Got-
baum, the Historical Society’s former 
president and the New York City Public 
Advocate from 2002 through 2009. The 
former owner of the property was media 
executive Norman Pearlstine.

The dispute is playing out against the 
media’s and public’s obsession with bil-
lionaires and their spending – including, 
but not limited to, the HBO series “Suc-
cession,” recent self-funded trips to outer 
space by Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson, 
and Congressional debates over increas-
ing taxes on the very rich. Manhattan, 
where new luxury “supertall” apartment 
buildings are changing the landscape, is 
at the center of the discussion.

As Bellafante reports it, the city’s 
landmarks commission asked Ackman 
and his architect, the British “starchi-
tect” Norman Foster, to submit a new 
plan for the rooftop pavilion with a 
smaller second story. HW
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IAEA Report: 
Iran has Further 
Increased 
Stockpile of 
Highly Enriched 
Uranium

(JNS) – Iran has significantly in-
creased its stockpile of highly enriched 
uranium in a breach of the 2015 nuclear 
deal it signed with world powers, the 
Associated Press reported last Thursday.

Citing a confidential quarterly report 
by the U.N. International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) watchdog, the report 
stated “that Iran has an estimated stock 
of 17.7 kilograms [39 pounds] of ura-
nium enriched to up to 60 percent fis-
sile purity, an increase of almost 8 kilo-
grams since August.”

The report noted that “such highly 
enriched uranium can be easily refined 
to make atomic weapons, which is why 
world powers have sought to contain 
Tehran’s nuclear program.”

The Vienna-based IAEA told mem-
bers that it could not verify the exact 
stockpile of enriched uranium “due to 
the limitations that Tehran imposed on 
U.N. inspectors earlier this year.”

Those restrictions include denial of 
access by Iran to surveillance footage 
at its nuclear sites, as well as online en-
richment monitors and electronic seals, 
all of which have been cut off by Tehran 
since February.

IAEA chief Rafael Mariano Grossi 
was quoted by the report as saying that 
the lack of oversight was similar to “fly-
ing in a heavily clouded sky.”

Last Tuesday, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that Iran had resumed its 
production of equipment for making ad-
vanced centrifuges at an assembly plant 
in Karaj, a city west of Tehran, adding 
that the IAEA has been unable to moni-
tor the site for months.

“Iran had stopped work at Karaj in 
June after a sabotage attack that Teh-
ran blamed on Israel, which hasn’t ac-
knowledged responsibility,” it said. HW
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• Owning bonds may potentially re-
duce fluctuations in your portfolio.

• Diversification helps investors man-
age their portfolios’ risk and return.

• Many retired investors shift a por-
tion of their portfolios to bonds to help 
meet their income needs.

 
Why investors own bonds

With interest rates as low as they are 
relative to long-term averages, it may be 
hard to get excited about owning bonds. 
At times bonds have been solid gener-
ators of return. That’s not the primary 
reason to own bonds, though.

It can be a sound strategy to own a 
mix of investments. Stocks, bonds, and 
cash alternatives are on most every short 
list. Even when bond yields are low, the 
diversification you get from owning 
bonds may help you maintain your port-
folio’s value when there’s weakness in 
the stock market. 

Investing in bonds can be an important 
element in your investment portfolio, 
helping to potentially:

• Reduce fluctuations in the overall 
value of your portfolio

• Contribute to meeting your income 
needs

• Prepare for future expenses (e.g., 
college and retirement)

Even if interest rates trend up, bonds 
can help add stability to your portfolio.

Provided by Mike Stein, Managing Director – Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Bonds

The diversification you get 
from owning bonds may 
help position your portfolio 
against weakness in the 
stock market.

Can bonds enhance your finan-
cial portfolio?

Beyond diversification, investing in 
bonds can help with other goals as well, 
such as generating income.

Income generation. Traditional in-
terest bearing bonds promise to pay in-
terest regularly. They pay fixed interest 
payments typically semi-annually, quar-
terly, or monthly.

A regular schedule of fixed payments 
can be appealing to income investors. In 
fact, investors in retirement often move 
a percentage of their portfolios into 
bonds to meet annual living expenses.

Price appreciation. Bond prices tend 
to increase when interest rates decline. 
When overall rates fall below the rate 
a bond is paying, the bond will become 
attractive to investors, potentially driv-
ing up its market value. Investors are 
unlikely to see much price appreciation 
(in fact, they will likely experience a 
decrease in value) in a rising-inter-
est-rate environment. In either case, 
however, assuming the bond does not 
default, it will mature at par/face val-
ue – so if held to maturity, increases/
decreases in value are likely temporary. 
 
Tax-exempt bonds

High income earners often prefer 
tax-exempt bonds. Many bonds issued by 
municipal, county, or state governments 
(called municipal or “muni” bonds) are 
tax exempt, which means interest pay-
ments from these bonds are exempt from 
federal income tax and, in some cases, 
state and local income tax. Tax-exempt 
bonds may fit within your overall in-
vestment strategy, depending on your 
tax bracket and investment objectives. 
 

Taxable bonds
Interest payments from these types of 

bonds are subject to taxation:
• Corporate bonds
• Government-sponsored enterprises 

(agency bonds; please note, some agen-
cy bonds are state and local tax-exempt)

• Mortgage-backed securities, includ-
ing collateralized mortgage obligation 
(CMOs) and pass-through securities 
(Ginnie Maes or GNMAs)

• Taxable municipal bonds (taxable 
munis; this type of bond may be exempt 
from state taxes for the investors who 
reside in the state the bond is issued in)

• U.S. Treasury bonds (exempt from 
state and local taxes)

• Zero-coupon bonds (U.S. Treasury 
STRIPS are one type of zero-coupon 
bond and are exempt from state and lo-
cal taxes)

 
Moderating interest rate risk 
with a bond ladder

You can use a bond ladder to invest 
in the bond market. You would build 
a bond ladder by buying a portfolio 
of bonds of different maturities. This 
would spread out the interest rate risk. 
As the bonds mature, the funds are rein-
vested into a new bond maturity.

Note: Investors should keep in mind as 
interest rates rise, existing bond prices of 
outstanding fixed-income securities tend to 
fall. Long-term bonds are generally more 
exposed to interest rate risk than short-term 
bonds. Bond laddering does not assure a 
profit or protect against loss in a declining 
market. 
Next steps

• If you are building sources of retire-
ment income, consider shifting a portion 
of your assets to bonds.

• Determine whether diversifying the 
risk in your stock portfolio by owning 
bonds seems right for you.

• Consider a bond ladder to help mod-
erate interest rate risk.

• Learn what other types of bonds can 
help diversify and add to income sources. 
Note: Some municipal bonds may be subject 
to federal taxes or the Alternative Minimum 
Tax (AMT).

*Wells Fargo Advisors does not provide tax advice. 
You should consult your tax advisor for your specific 
situation. Investing in fixed-income securities involves 
certain risks such as market risk if sold prior to matu-
rity and credit risk, especially if investing in high yield 
bonds, which have lower credit ratings and are subject to 
greater volatility. All fixed-income investments may be 
worth less than original cost upon redemption or matu-
rity. Yields and market value will fluctuate so that your 
investment, if sold prior to maturity, may be worth more 
or less than its original cost.

This advertisement was written by Wells Fargo Advi-
sors and provided to you by Mike Stein, Managing Direc-
tor – Investments. 

Investments in securities and insurance products are: 
NOT FDIC-INSURED/NOT BANK-GUARANTEED/
MAY LOSE VALUE

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells 
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a regis-
tered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo 
& Company.

©2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights 
reserved.

Happy Hanukkah from Mike Stein 
and the Wells Fargo Advisors Team
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OBITUARIES
Leo D. Feder

Leo D. Feder, Jr, 97, of Memphis, 
Tenn., died on Thursday, November 25, 
at home.

He is survived by his children, David 
Feder (Karen) of Louisville, Ky., and 
Sheri Lynn Feder of Memphis, Tenn., 
as well as grandchildren, Ari and Orli 
Feder.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Leo D. Feder, Sr. and Minnie Fed-
er, his brother, Harold S. Feder, and his 
beloved wife, Gloria W. Feder.

He was a lifelong member of Temple 
Israel.

Leo served in the United States Army 
Air Corps during World War II and grad-
uated from Memphis State University. 
He spent his adult life in sales, retiring 
as a sales representative for Countess 
Mara neckwear.

He had an enduring love for automo-
biles and clothing, enjoyed working in 
the yard and tinkering with the tools in 
his shop. Over the years he attracted 
friends from all over town through his 
morning or afternoon coffee spots. He 
had a winning smile, a warm personali-
ty, a good heart, and a life force that few 
could equal. He was a devoted son, loy-
al brother, adoring husband, and loving 
father and grandfather. His absence will 
be felt by all who knew him.

Burial was Friday, November 26 in 
Temple Israel Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers donations may be sent to the Mem-
phis Humane Society or Memphis Jew-
ish Family Service. HW

Mary Arthur Stone Baer
Mary Arthur Stone Baer was a warm 

and caring lady. She was born to Leon-
ard and Adele Stone in Shreveport, La., 
August 24, 1952, with a heart defect that 
prevented lifetime strenuous physical 
activity. She learned to cope with her 
condition and became an elementary 
school teacher, having earned a master’s 
degree. She loved teaching first grad-
ers how to read and enjoyed watching 
their understanding light up. She taught 
in New Orleans, Houston, and retired 
from the Memphis School System. She 
had an engaging sense of humor and 
was a great audience for a joke, pun or 
story. Mary rarely paid attention to her 
own physical frailty, but always asked 
how others were doing rather than tell-
ing about herself. She enjoyed watching 
Jeopardy, reading People magazine, and 
she thrilled in anything Beatles related.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Sidney Baer, by her father 
and mother, and by older sister Barba-
ra Stone Bergman. Mary is survived by 
her brothers and wives, Drs. Gerald and 
Donna Besser Stone of Boynton Beach, 
Fla.; Roger and Judith Stone of Mem-
phis; brother-in-law Dr. David (Karen) 
Bergman of Edmond, Okla.; nieces 
and nephews Alec Stone (Lisa) of Sil-
ver Spring, Md., Eric Stone (Trisha 
Lahren) of San Francisco, Ca., Hillary 
Stone Tate (Larry) of Memphis, Stacey 
Bergman Laxton (Hutch) of Stillwater, 
Okla., Dr. Mindy Bergman (Dr. Roger 
Samson) of College Station, Texas, and, 
Dana Bergman (Jason Hansel) of Dal-
las, Texas.

“Birth is a beginning, death is a destina-
tion, and life is a journey.” Graveside ser-
vices were held Friday, November 26 in 
Temple Israel Cemetery. Donations may 
be made to your charity of choice. HW

‘My Unorthodox Life’ Couple 
Batsheva Haart and Ben Weinstein 
have Separated

(JTA) – Fans of Netflix’s “My Un-
orthodox Life” started buzzing late last 
Wednesday when Ben Weinstein, the 
husband of the star’s daughter, posted a 
picture of himself to Instagram with an in-
triguing caption: “Officially not-famous.”

Was Weinstein signaling that he had 
split from Batsheva Haart, the influenc-
er and daughter of fashion executive 
Julia Haart whose journey out of Or-
thodoxy was the subject of the hit series 
this summer?

His followers seemed to think so, 
cheering him on in comments. “Ben is 
freeeeeee!!!!!” one of the hundreds of 
people who commented on his picture 
wrote.

Social media sleuths found clues in the 
fact that Haart and Weinstein had delet-
ed pictures of each other from their feed. 
Weinstein had also begun posting daily 
outfits from a seemingly sparse closet, 
and Haart’s most recent videos appeared 
to be filmed in her mother’s apartment.

Last Thursday evening, Weinstein 
and Haart confirmed the speculation, 
with a joint statement that reiterated a 
theme of the show: that their marriage at 
a young age – they were 19 when they 
tied the knot in 2012 – had been a strain.

“After time and consideration we 
have made the decision to separate,” 
they wrote in their Instagram stories. 
“We have so much love and respect 
for each other but have realized that it 
is time to take time space to ensure that 
each of us live the most joyous, fulfill-
ing lives possible.”

They added, “There are no secrets nor 
salacious events to blame. We are just 
two best friends who met a very young 
age and have grown over the past 9 
years each in our own way.”

Haart and Weinstein were raised in 
the Orthodox community of Monsey, 
New York, where couples typically mar-
ry shortly after high school. Their tra-
ditional wedding took place just weeks 
before Julia Haart left the community 
and shed her Orthodox practices. Over 
time, Haart and Weinstein, along with 
two of Haart’s three siblings, accom-
panied their mother into her new life in 
Manhattan, where her career and mar-
riage thrust them into the world of the 
rich and Instagram-famous – and, this 
year, turned them into the stars of “My 
Unorthodox Life.”

In a YouTube Q&A in August, the 
first question the pair answered was 
whether they regretted getting married 
when they did.

“I don’t regret getting married young 
because of who I married, but I would 
not recommend getting married young,” 
Weinstein said.

“I never like to say I regret anything 
in my life, but circumstances happened 
again, I definitely would not get married 
so young,” Haart said. “Getting married 
at 19 was way too young and I would 
not want our kids to do that. But thank 

God we found each other and we have 
a real friendship and that’s what kept us 
going.”

Later, Haart mentions that their 10-
year anniversary is approaching (it was 
Oct. 17) and says she had toyed with the 
idea of having a vow-renewal ceremony 
but discarded it. “So many people get 
divorced after renewing their vows, I 
feel like it’s bad luck,” she said. “So I 
just want to have a really fun anniver-
sary party.”

Turning to Weinstein, she says, “Just 
giving you a head’s up!”

The show documented that journey – 
and the tensions that lingered both be-
tween the family and the community they 
left behind, and between Batsheva Haart 
and Weinstein as they figure out how they 
will live going forward. In an early scene, 
Weinstein and Haart spar over whether 
she should wear pants, something that 
would have been forbidden in Monsey.

Later, it becomes clear that they are 
not on the same page about having chil-
dren, something that they likely would 
have done already had they remained on 
the course set in their childhoods. (Their 
difference of opinion on when to begin 
having babies also comes up in the Au-
gust video.)

But the show also captures them in 
tender conversation and presenting a 
united front against Julia Haart when 
she pressures them to spurn Orthodox 
practices more rapidly. In one episode, 
Weinstein orchestrates a family dance 
for Haart to post on Instagram, in an 
apparent act of support for her chosen 
career.

“My Unorthodox Life” has been re-
newed for a second season, and it’s not 
clear how Weinstein and Haart’s split 
will figure into filming. For now, the pair 
is asking for support from their com-
bined half a million Instagram followers.

“We so appreciate your continuous 
support as we embark upon this new 
chapter of our lives, separately,” they 
wrote, before sandwiching their names 
between a pair of heart emoji. HW

By Philissa Cramer

Batsheva Haart and Ben Weinstein attend the premiere of Netflix’s “My 
Unorthodox Life” The Public Square and Gardens at Hudson Yards in New York 
City, July 15, 2021. Credit: Noam Galai/Getty Images for Elite World Group
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Where are Our Macabees? Ted has a new 
revised book

The scribbler
on The roof

by Ted roberts
The best of Ted’s 

work—a collection 
of stories designed 
to make you laugh 

and cry

$10.95 
available at lulu.com

50% new stories

By Ted Roberts

Editor’s note: 
This story is being 

reprinted in memory 
of Ted Roberts in 

appreciation of his 
longtime service 
as a newspaper 

columnist.

We Jews don’t need an apologist. We 
can boast of a long list of contributions 
to Western culture. As a Jewish jour-
nalist, I’m moderately well-informed 
of our credits – from Irving Berlin to 
Joseph Goldberger – many of which 
are unknown to our fellow Americans. 
How many Jews and/or Christians know 
that Dr. Joseph Goldberger, in the 30s, 
cured Pellagra – a disease that hastened 
roughly 100,000 souls to the next world 
between 1900 and 1940?

But we are not perfect. Witness a 
Madoff, who stains our flag of zero de-
fects. We who profess to be a light out 
of Zion must do something about those 
few – especially in the fiscal world – 
who violate our G-d-given charter and 
project a light unto the nations.

I have a blockbuster idea to bolster the 
health of Judaism. All that remains is to 
state it clearly and convince the Jewish 
powers-that-be that it’s worth imple-
menting. Not so easy. We have no pope, 
no hierarchy. An advantage if one trea-
sures freedom – ruination if one wants 
to institute a universal policy.

First, let’s take a look at today’s reli-
gious landscape: more like a minefield 
than the meadows of Eden. I see two ob-
vious dangers – glaringly visible to any 
well-informed observer:

1. Antisemitism is on the prowl again. 
It reminds me of the 30s – especially in 
Europe.

2. This danger aside, Judaism – like 
Christianity – is losing the war with sec-
ularism in an “anything goes” world, a 
me-first world. Who can restrain their 
appetite? All the conventional statistics 
are redlined: membership, intermar-
riage, faith, criminality.

3. I hate to say it, but we are all in the 
same holy boat. If Fitch and Moodys 
rated religious life in America today, it 
would rank a step or two over “junk.”

Jeremiah must be haunting the streets 
of celestial Jerusalem decrying our situ-
ation. There are many explanations, and 
the typical Jewish attitude is the bigotry 
of a Jew-hating world that has kicked 
us around ever since the world heard 
of Abraham and his clannish progeny. 
We were the world’s pinata before the 
invention of pinatas. The accusation, 
about halfway through the historical 
scale of civilization, that we stood ac-
cused of killing that gentle turner of 
cheeks didn’t help. No matter that his 
board of directors and chief marketing 
officer were Jews. No matter that this 
modified Jewish creed soothed, some-
what, the savage breast of mankind. We 
can take pride in that. But that’s a story 
for another day.

So, we have a world boiling with an-
ti-Jewish feeling. At the same time, sad-
ly we have Madoffs and similar kin who 
must have sole-handedly created tens 
of thousands of anti-semites. Let us not 
be totally chauvinistic. We are not an-
gels. Pardon me for an annoying obser-
vation, but too many Jewish names are 
providing ammunition for our enemies’ 
cannons. Remember who we are. We are 
G-d’s poster child for morality. Remem-
ber that a single headlined Jewish act of 
malfeasance shutters the light of Zion. 
Also remember that we have a stricter 
rulebook than our neighbors. The Celes-
tial Grader will mark an indelible “F” by 

the biased scale of the Jewish merchant 
and perhaps shrug at that of his fellow 
non-Jewish merchant. If you doubt this, 
you forfeit your membership in this 
elite club. Perhaps the Christians are 
right to see their G-d as one of forgive-
ness – while ours is one of justice, but 
we must be imbued with this passion. If 
not, regardless of parentage, regardless 
of Halacha, you are no Jew. Too strong 
a judgment? OK, you’re not a good Jew. 
The good Jew in my biased view is al-
ways paranoid – supersensitive to the 
notion that the world sees and judges 
him as the generational son of Abraham. 
He is a walking billboard.

Now to cut to the chase. What if there 
was a corps of socially skilled Rabbis 
who called on Jews of prominence – just 
as they call on the sick – and pointed out 
their responsibility to their co-religion-
ists. Fund raising is not the object. Our 
new Maccabees, so to speak.

An elite corps. Since we must start 
somewhere as targets, let’s start with 
the celebrities of Wall Street and Hol-
lywood. Let’s make a list and knock 
on doors of the mighty, the glamorous. 
Who could refuse the Rabbi’s visit that 
concentrates on the rich, famous, prom-
inent – people of influence – who are apt 
to make headlines? Moral mentors they 
would be. A shoulder to lean on when the 
IPO is near, when the merger is pending, 
when the CEO is preparing to reveal his 
annual results to the investment commu-
nity and dozens of situations when dual 
loyalties clash or temptation to profit 
illegally assault the heart. I don’t mean 
to pick on the world of finance, but to-
day, if I believe what I read, I’d estimate 
it is 25 to 30% Jewish. (Remember the 
old days when Jews couldn’t be eleva-
tor operators in most banks?) A moral 
mentor is what they need. And remem-
ber all Jews – regardless of affiliation 
or unaffiliation – respect Rabbis. What 
CEO would refuse an audience with a 
Rabbi, who simply put, wants to remind 
him that he is a Jew? Consider the be-
neficence of what might be thought of 
a personal Rabbi. It’s not that the single 
congregant of this hypothetical syna-
gogue doesn’t know right from wrong. 
His decisions benefit from his loyalty to 
his teacher and his immersion in those 
rulebooks we call Tanach and Talmud, 
if he can find them in his library. The 
teacher has targeted his student with in-
spirational material that reinforces his 
Jewish pride and makes him understand 
that Joshua Cohen’s sin is more heinous 
than John Jones’ sin. Why? Because it 
weakens not only his reputation, but all 
of Judaism in the eyes of G-d and man. 
We are his chosen people, you know. 
Are we not the keepers of the Light of 
Zion or is that merely pulpit babble?

The responsibilities of these illus-
trious targets are enormous. “He who 
filches from me my good name, robs 
me of that which not enriches him and 
makes me poor indeed,” so said the 
Bard of Avon. And let us begin consid-
eration of this simplistic scheme by rec-
ognizing that the illustrious of the Jew-
ish world are woefully undereducated 
in the canons of our religion. An MBA 
from Harvard does not demand a work-
ing knowledge of Exodus or a familiari-
ty with Maimonides’ 13 principles.

None of this is to say we err more than 
others, but our errors end up as front-
page headlines – not in the Home and 
Garden section. And we must fly the 
flag of zero defects.

The team of Rabbis, the staff of our 
peripatetic team, could be ecumenical or 
any one of the three branches of Juda-
ism. It would seem a Chasidic mission. 
Chabad seems to come closest to this 
mission of focused Jewish outreach. But 

there are other choices.
The goal of the informal Cheder, as 

you would guess, is inspirational and ed-
ucational. It’s a give and take that teaches 
the basics of Judaism – the philosophical 
– moral content is the anchor. Its engine 
is pride. A pride the patient should share 
with his fellow Jews. The sessions may 
involve – probably involve – some edu-
cation. Not the esoterica of Talmud, not 
the reading of Hebrew, but the moral les-
sons of Torah. And somehow the rabbini-
cal mentor should loosely convey what it 
means to be a Jew; the pride, the passion, 
the obligation. The requisite responsi-
bility that reflects fairly or not on your 
fellow Jew. We are not talking Halacha 
– though that could be a tool in the Rab-
bi’s kit if it leads to the behavioral mod-
el – but a personal Rabbi who reminds 
you that the bar is higher for you because 
you’re a Jew. Thousands suffer when you 
sin. I’m here to reinforce your wavering 
conscience and to remind you that you 
bear a community burden. You catch a 
cold and your kinsmen sneeze.

And what is my elite rabbinical corps 
selling? Not only the simple commands 
of the Decalogue. Oh sure, that’s the 
message. But how to kindle the flame of 
the heart? How to resist the million-dol-
lar bribe to reveal when Amalgamated 
Peanut Butter and Jimbo Jelly Corp are 
merging next week. The trigger to hon-
esty is not a recitation a hundred times 
of “Thou shalt not steal” or graphic de-
scriptions of the horrors of Hell – which 
we really don’t believe in. It’s your 
self-identification as a Jew. Does that 
sink in as deeply as it should? Common 
sense, as well as the behavioral scienc-
es, tells us that personal identification 
and prestige drive us to goodness, but 
tribal membership doubles the urge to 
be seen in a glowing, benevolent light.

And the last defense is that you have 
been chosen, as a Jew, to transcend such 
temptation; that your sin brings shmutz 
(filth) to thousands of innocents who 
would never do the same to you. And 
most importantly remember that the G-d 
of your fathers sees all, knows all, and 
judges all.

Betrayal is unthinkable. Millions 
have died with our rules on their lips, 
and you’ll break it for something as 
ephemeral as a Jaguar, or a promotion 
built on your Loshen Hora (evil speech) 
to the boss about a fellow employer or a 
competitor? Not only a violation of our 
code, but a dumb tradeoff. Eternity is a 
long time and Jaguars rust.

The initial and hardest part of such a 
program is to make up the initial list. At 
first they would come from Wall Street, 
and maybe later the world of entertain-
ment. What’s that omnipresent apho-
rism? Save one life and you save the 
world. The same applies here. Save one 
soul and you’ve saved the Jewish world 
– or at least the thousands in his or her 

orbit. Rabbis, how about it?
And let us be honest. Borne by the 

secular tide we, too, more than ever 
we, too, have joined the orgy on the 
beach. We, too, have lusted for a gold-
en calf. Now more than ever have we 
forgotten He who chose us. The fami-
ly on 1423 Primson Lane is a long way 
from Shtetle Grovna. They, imprisoned 
both physically and intellectual in their 
barb-wired pale, couldn’t even dream of 
the treasure chest that could be theirs in 
2013, in the USA. So, we are vulnerable 
– like everybody else.

Unlike Islam that has no condem-
nation of their murderous co-religion-
ists (where are the civilized moderates 
we say – why don’t they condemn the 
bomb blast in the kindergarten) let us 
loudly chastise our sinners like Madoff 
and the like, who single handedly man-
ufactured ten thousand new Jew hat-
ers. Let us demonstrate his blasphemy 
of Jewish values. Let’s reintroduce the 
Herem (excommunication) with appro-
priate ceremony and publicly boot him 
out of Judaism. I would wish for head-
lines: Jewish Council Expels X, Y, or Z. 
We did it to Spinosa and he was only a 
heretic – why not lawbreakers? Would 
it not add to the deterrence of jail and 
the crumbling of an ill-gained portfo-
lio? Rejection by your own people – a 
situation that arises dozens of times in 
the Torah, for example. Jacob does not 
forget the treachery of his sons, Simon 
and Levi, who butchered Shechem and 
his family, who violated Dinah. Re-
member? No excuses are made for the 
blood-thirsty band. Our code seeks jus-
tice, not just mercy. There’s a wide gulf 
between the two. The same situation in 
the New Testament would have result-
ed in cheek turning, forgiveness, and a 
joint Shechemite/Israelite picnic.

The administration of Herem would 
come under the social and educational 
tools of the elite corps of rabbis – maybe 
Chabad – sounds like their mission. An-
other arrow in their quiver. Rabbis, what 
about it? Salary, expenses – we’ll worry 
about that later. HW
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INSIGHTS FROM ISRAEL
The State of Aliyah
By Howard Weisband

The “State of Aliyah” is a double en-
tendre.

First, only Israel can be called “The 
State of Aliyah.” No other country la-
bels its immigration with a term that lit-
erally means ascending: ideologically, 
philosophically, even theologically. Our 
immigrants are “olim,” those who have 
ascended. Immigrants to other countries 
are just that: immigrants, newcomers, 
nothing more, nothing less. In Israel, 
olim have risen to a new status in life.

Second, as one both personally and 
professionally involved in and con-
cerned with aliyah, I’m always interest-
ed in updates in the field: who is making 
aliyah, from where, what is affecting 
aliyah when and where, and how many 
new olim are arriving annually. Thus, 
the “State of Aliyah.”

Furthermore, I’ve always understood 
aliyah to be the result of a “push pull” 
effect. How are Jews pushed to make 
aliyah resulting from conditions in a 
given place? More importantly, what 
are Israel, Jewish leaders, and particu-
lar organizations doing to pull people to 
Israel?

On November 17, an article in 
Haaretz by Judy Maltz was dramatically 
titled “In major reversal, Russian speak-
ers no longer majority making aliyah to 

Israel.” Having been involved through 
the Jewish Agency in the huge wave of 
aliyah from the former Soviet Union in 
the early 1990s, my interest was perked. 
Where are the majority of olim coming 
from now? However, I was surprised, 
even astounded to learn of a develop-
ment labeled “Passport Aliyah.”

Maltz writes: “...many Russian speak-
ers were making aliyah for the sole pur-
pose of obtaining Israeli passports and 
had no intention of staying in the coun-
try. For citizens of the former Soviet 
Union, an Israeli passport holds the ben-
efit of providing easier entry into many 
countries.”

These “olim” would soon move to 
European countries where their Rus-
sian passports would not take them. No 
commitment, ideological or otherwise 
to Israel, simply an abuse of the Israeli 
passport. Fortunately, as Maltz reports, 
Israel has taken steps to close this griev-
ous loophole.

But what is the overall state of aliyah 
today? While the Russian aliyah may 
have dropped, it remains the highest 
number of olim from any given country. 
As Jeremy Sharon reported in the Jeru-
salem Post (October 10), in the first nine 
months of this year, 5,075 olim arrived 
from Russia; 3,104 from the U.S.; 2,819 

from France; 2,123 from the Ukraine; 
and 1,589 from Ethiopia. Arrivals from 
several other countries were also wel-
comed, each representing a number be-
low 1,000.

Sharon writes that “If aliyah contin-
ues at the same rate for the last three 
months of 2021 as 2020, the final num-
ber of immigrants for this year will like-
ly be between 26,000 and 27,000.”

Those numbers must be considered 
an accomplishment in what continues as 
a pandemic year. In 2019, the last full 
year before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
some 34,000 new olim arrived. In 2020, 
as the full impact of Corona was felt, 
20,000 olim were welcomed.

On July 5, Maltz reported in Haaretz 
that: “As a matter of policy, Israel al-
lowed immigrants into the country 
throughout the pandemic, with rare 
exceptions. But because flights were 
limited and travel was subject to se-
vere restrictions, aliyah slowed down 
dramatically last year (2020).” Her 
article focused on dramatic percent-
age increases in aliyah from France 
(seemingly the impact of heightened 
anti-Semitism), Argentina (attributed 
to the dire state of the local economy), 
and Chile (fear of a Palestinian Com-
munist candidate winning the Presiden-

cy; 18,000 Jews live among 350,000 
Palestinians in Chile).

Such are examples of various “push” 
effects that impact aliyah.

Simultaneously, for instance, Israel 
attracts or “pulls” olim through a strong 
economy, qualitative educational and 
medical systems and their relative costs, 
and of course the Jewish and Zionist en-
vironment in which we live.

As we celebrate Chanukah world-
wide, we recognize the Menorah/Cha-
nukiah as the grand symbol of the holi-
day. Let us also be mindful of the small 
but poignant difference in the dreidel 
common in the Diaspora with that in 
Israel. The Hebrew letter “shin” is re-
placed with a “peh.” Thus, “A great mir-
acle happened there” is read: “A great 
miracle happened here.”

Happy Chanukah.
Howard Weisband served as Assistant 

Executive Director (1975-77) and Ex-
ecutive Director (1977-84) of the Mem-
phis Jewish Federation. Following ali-
yah with his family in 1986, he served as 
Secretary General of the Jewish Agency 
for Israel through 1997, and then in 
other senior professional positions in 
Israel. Now retired, he and Kayla live in 
Jerusalem. He can be reached at hweis-
band@gmail.com HW

Members of Congress Ask TV Providers to Increase 
Access to Jewish Programming

(JTA) — Five members of Congress 
are calling on cable and satellite tele-
vision providers to increase access to 
Jewish-themed programming as a way 
of fighting against antisemitism.

The letter was spearheaded by Rep. 
Kathleen Rice, whose district on New 
York’s Long Island includes a number 
of large Jewish communities. She was 
joined by four other members of Con-

gress, all Democrats, who represent 
parts of the country with large Jew-
ish communities, including Reps. Ted 
Deutch of Florida, Grace Meng of New 
York, and Brad Sherman and Ted Lieu 
of California.

The letters, addressed to seven cable 
and satellite providers, ask the compa-
nies for information about the obstacles 
they face in providing Jewish program-

ming and about their plans to increase 
access to that programming.

“As Members of Congress who rep-
resent Jewish communities across the 
country, we have seen the impact of 
making programming specifically tai-
lored to these communities widely 
available. Culturally specific program-
ming fosters community and, for those 
outside of the community, exposure to 

Jewish programming can be an import-
ant and effective antidote to the scourge 
of hate and bigotry against Jewish peo-
ple,” wrote the members of Congress.

A press release from Jewish Life 
Television, a Jewish-themed channel, 
praised the letters, and said state legis-
lators in 17 states have made similar re-
quests of cable and satellite providers in 
their areas in recent months. HW

By Shira Hanau
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