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LETTER FROM

THE EDITOR
Dear JSM Readers,
Summer in Memphis… you don’t really know when spring
ends and summer starts here, especially since weather
patterns have been so erratic in recent years.
The freeze date in Memphis has always been April 15, but it
seems to me every time I try to put my plants outside on the
16th, we must cover or bring them back in the garage.
(BTW if you’ve ever seen our garage in the winter, you’d think
you’re walking through a jungle.)

David surprised me with a long Mother’s Day weekend including his
Sunday morning gourmet breakfast followed by a walk in the park.

But by the time this hits your mailboxes, the summer
solstice will have officially come and gone, and we will all be
complaining about how hot it is outside.
While we are still planning and replanting our garden beds,
many of you have probably already enjoyed some of the
bounty of your own.
We’d love for you to share your garden pics on our Facebook
page @jewishscene.
This spring we pooped out on our own chores, the ones we
usually loved to do on our own. We hired the pros who got
things done in about a quarter of the time it would have taken
us. Is it old age or laziness? Maybe it’s getting 52 weeks of The
Hebrew Watchman in the mail or six issues of Jewish Scene
each year. Seems like there are never enough hours in the day.

Rebecca and Jeremie bringing us ultimate joy with a granddaughter to
arrive in October!

But this summer I plan to set my timer and take breaks
throughout the day; take a dip in the pool; stop working on
time to make it to the outdoor concerts spattered throughout
the Mid-South and beyond; enjoy training a new puppy; and
knitting my fingers away while getting ready for the biggest
thrill of my lifetime… a new granddaughter on the way.
We hope you enjoy this issue, speckled with stories of lifecycle
events, celebrations of life, finger foods to take to those
outdoor events, a new bagel business in town, a book review
and an incredible addition to Margolin Hebrew Academy.
As you support our advertisers, please thank them for helping
keep Memphis Jewish journalism alive.
Happy reading!
Shalom,

On The Cover

Spring into Summer
Susan C. Nieman - Publisher/Editor
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Simcha Scene

Maya Weiser is surrounded
by family and friends while
musician Yoel Sharabi sings
the Hora in person.

Joyous Bat Mitzvah Celebration
Comes Full Circle
By Shoshana Cenker :: Photos by Paige Miller

With out-of-town guests, local
friends and family, plus a worldrenowned singer, Maya Weiser’s bat
mitzvah was filled with uplifting,
joyful moments. The weekend
celebrations kicked off with a Friday
night Shabbos dinner for out-oftown guests in the Memphis Jewish
Community Center’s art gallery,
where Maya gave a d’var Torah. She’d
had someone special to help her craft
it: her first and second grade teacher
at Bornblum Jewish Community
School, Morah Maya Sharabi, whom
she’d wanted to work with for this
specific occasion. “It was really
special for them,” said Maya’s Mom,
Stephanie Weiser.
As others have done, the Weisers
had to change things up due to
the pandemic. “Originally, her bat
mitzvah was supposed to be in August
2021 – the same Torah portion
as my bar mitzvah,” said Maya’s
dad, Jeremy Weiser. “We share the
6
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same Hebrew birthday. So, the date
changed, but she and I still learned
Torah and the Haftorah together,
just like I did with my dad for my bar
mitzvah.”
With tremendous dedication to
studying, Maya graciously yet
confidently took the lead for most of
the Shabbos service at Beth Sholom.
She davened Shacharit and Musaf,
leined (read) three portions of the
Torah parsha, including maftir, which
happened to be the longest of the
year, read the entire Haftorah, and
gave another d’var Torah that she
worked on with Rabbi Sarit Horwitz.
It was a lovely family affair, as Maya’s
parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents,
special friends and others received
honors during the service, including
aliyot, leining (reading), and carrying
the Torah. An especially sweet moment
was when Maya’s younger brother,
Noah, helped lead “Adon Olam.”

www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Maya with her parents,
Stephanie and Jeremy,
and brother Noah.

Simcha Scene
After services, guests enjoyed a delightful kiddush sponsored by
Maya’s parents.
“It was really special to have Rabbi Sarit at the synagogue, since she
had been in the hospital on bedrest for several months, and we didn’t
expect her to make it to the service,” said Stephanie. “Rose Ross
helped prepare Maya for the service, and Allen Israel helped facilitate
the service on her actual bat mitzvah. I also want to acknowledge
the exceptional education and preparation Maya received since first
grade at Bornblum. It’s the strong Jewish foundation she received at
Bornblum that set her up to do so much at her bat mitzvah.”
One of the special surprises “that stood out to me from my bat mitzvah
weekend was that Rabbi Sarit was at the service. I really appreciated that
she was able to give me her speech instead of someone reading it on her
behalf,” added Maya. “It was a relief to have finally gotten to this big
milestone. I had been preparing for my bat mitzvah weekend for what felt
like forever. It was very meaningful, and it felt good knowing that all my
close friends and family were there to support me.”
The festivities continued with a banging party at Beth Sholom on
Sunday. Decorated in Maya’s favorite colors, purple and turquoise-like
blue, the bash was filled with music, dancing, fun games like Coke and
Pepsi, a photo booth, and buffet. “We focused on making the party
really fun for Maya and her friends,” said Stephanie. “She had her
lifelong Jewish friends, new Riverdale friends, Camp Sabra friends,
family from New York and New Jersey, and many local friends.”
One of the highlights of the entire weekend, no doubt, was singer Yoel
Sharabi, a musical master of Israeli, Yemenite, and classic Chassidic
melodies. He’s had a close relationship with the Weiser family –
especially Jeremy’s dad, Barrie Weiser – for many years. “Yoel played
at the Shabbat dinner for our wedding 18 years ago in New Jersey,”
explained Stephanie. “A few weeks before Maya’s bat mitzvah, Jeremy
was feeling sentimental and emailed Yoel.”
Jeremy’s email included that 18 years ago, Yoel played their wedding,
and now their daughter was about to have her bat mitzvah. Though
Jeremy and Yoel hadn’t talked in a few years, Yoel quickly replied,
and he and Jeremy hopped on a call. Yoel said he wanted to come to
Memphis and join the simcha.
“He offered to sing, and we happily took him up on that for the Hora,”
said Stephanie. “The Hora was important to Jeremy. He wanted a
joyfully, authentic Jewish Hora – and it turned out to be more than
we imagined! Besides the fact that Yoel’s music is really good – it was
an amazing experience for Jeremy and me to dance to the music that
reminds us so much of our wedding – at our daughter’s bat mitzvah. It
was a special moment for us.”
Maya felt it, too: It was “super-special that Yoel Sharabi played live
music for the Hora at my bat mitzvah party!”
The family certainly felt gratitude and appreciation as they reflected
on the beautiful simcha. “Watching Maya read from the Torah for
her bat mitzvah was a surreal moment,” noted Stephanie. “It’s one
of those moments that you daydream about when your child is first
born. It seems so far off in the distance, and then you blink and you’re
watching your child – who is quickly becoming such an impressive
young adult – be lifted up on the chair during the Hora.”
“Watching Maya stand up at shul, so confident in herself and her
Judaism was really such a proud parent moment,” added Jeremy. “We
know she was nervous, but
Continued on 08
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Simcha Scene
she was poised and did a phenomenal job. All of her hard work paid off.
And watching her radiate happiness at her party was worth all the work
that went in to pulling it off.”
“What I enjoyed most about my bat mitzvah was getting to celebrate
this big milestone with all of my local and out-of-town family and
friends,” said Maya. “It meant so much to me that everyone came to
support me.”
For the Weiser family, Maya’s bat mitzvah is actually a beginning,
rather than the end of her years of studying for this moment. Beth
Sholom offers opportunities to teens to be part of the services, and Maya
jumped at it. In fact, she read the Haftorah at shul in April.
“Being Jewish is a part of our daily lives in our family,” noted Stephanie.
“We are blessed with kids who love to be Jewish and whose Jewish
identity is at the core of who they are. It’s something we hoped and
prayed for 18 years ago when we got married. We are so proud of Maya
– not just because of the amazing job she did, but because of the person
she is.”

Vendors:
DJ: Dingo Entertainment
Caterer: Heart and Soul
Party Planner: Einat Loskovitz
Videographer: Marcy Millman productions
Photographer: Paige Miller
Hair: Vanessa from Capelli Salon
Makeup: Kendrick Carothers Simpson
Balloons: Popculture

What Fruits Can My Dogs Eat?
Presented by Hollywood Feed
By gracegilman@hollywoodfeed.com

You’re cutting up some fruit for yourself and you see your dog
begging for a bite…but is it good for them?
Can Dogs Have Apples?
Yes! Dogs can eat apples because they are an excellent source of
vitamins, like A and C. Apples are high in fiber and they are low in
protein, fat, and calories. Apple is found in many dog treats, but an easy
treat is to slice up an apple and freeze them! This is a healthy way to
keep your dog cool in the summer! (akc.org)
Something to keep in mind before feeding your dog any human food
is to consult your vet. Your vet knows your dog’s individual needs and
will let you know if they can eat apples, or any fruit.
Also, only feed apples with the skin on in moderate amounts. The
skin is where all the antioxidants and fiber are. If they eat too much,
it could cause indigestion. So, if your dog has a sensitive stomach,
consider not feeding them human food, or just peel the apple. Also do
not feed them the seeds. The seeds contain a small amount of cyanide.
It’s a low level, so it won’t cause a serious injury, but just to be on the
safe side, remove all apple seeds before giving them to your dog.
(pawlicy.com)
Can Dogs Have Grapes?
NO. Dogs should never, ever eat grapes (or raisins). Even a single grape
can be fatal to a dog. Grapes are highly toxic to dogs and can lead
to sudden kidney failure. Research has not determined exactly what
substance in the grape causes this reaction in dogs.
If your dog has eaten a grape, immediately go to your veterinarian. (akc.org)
8
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Can Dogs Have Bananas?
Yes, dogs can eat bananas! These are a popular fruit snack choice
for many dog parents because they are full of nutrients, like vitamin
B, potassium, magnesium, and fiber. They are also a good source of
energy! You can also feed your pup banana chips, as long as they are
dehydrated with only safe oils, like coconut oil.
Make sure to peel the banana and slice into small pieces. While they
are mushy, it can still be a choking hazard if you feed them a whole
banana at once. (firstvet.com)
Can Dogs Have Blueberries?
Yes, dogs can eat blueberries! Similar to bananas, they are a favorite
fruit among dog parents because they are a superfood packed with
antioxidants and fiber, which aids in digestion. Frozen blueberries are a
fun alternative to training treats that are store bought! (akc.org)
Can Dogs Have Mango?
Yes, your dog can eat mangoes, but make sure to always peel the fruit
and remove the pit so your dog doesn’t choke. The skin can be difficult
to digest. (citizencanine.net & akc.org)
Like other fruits, mango is full of vitamins and very nutritious for your
dog. Unlike other store-bought treats, there are no added chemicals or
preservatives, so you know exactly what your dog is consuming!
Always consult your veterinarian before feeding your dog any human
food to make sure it is okay for your pet’s individual needs. Also,
everything in moderation – fruit contains natural sugars, which can
cause an upset stomach!

On The Menu

Al Fresco Su mmer Concert Style
With so much to explore outdoors in summer, snacking al fresco is a
rite of the season. Thanks to the popularity of charcuterie and other
boards, chances are you already have a great go to, no cook cheese,
veggie, and fruit option that gets you out of the kitchen in record
time. Take your snacking board to the next level with two of my
personal summer favorites – homemade pimento cheese and butter
dipped radishes.
Homemade pimento cheese is one of those recipes that every
Southerner should have at their fingertips. Especially for summer.
For me, it’s not summer until I enjoy a thick slice of heirloom tomato
slathered with pimento cheese sandwiched on a biscuit or dip every

By Ma risa Baggett

single celery stick and mini bell pepper I can get my hand on in it.
The recipe is easy, requires no cooking, and is a plus for those of us
that have kosher kitchens and can’t purchase it readily pre-made.
Butter dipped radishes are a revelation. You’re going to have to
trust me on this. The way butter imparts a creaminess to the crisp,
peppery, pungency of the radish is hard to describe except to say
that it is pure deliciousness. The butter forms a cool shell that I like
to sprinkle with Everything But the Bagel seasoning. The butter melts
in your mouth and distributes the seasoning across each bite of the
radish like a sauce. They’re refreshing. They’re pretty. And if you’re
still not convinced, then try it with baby carrots or snap peas.

Home made Pimento Cheese
Ma kes a bout 2 Cups
Ingredients:
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese, pre
bought is ok
8 oz cream cheese, softened
2 Tablespoons mayo
¼ teaspoon garlic powder

¼ teaspoon mustard powder
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper
6 oz diced pimento, drained (You may also
use finely chopped roasted red pepper)
Salt, to taste

Directions:
Place 1 cup of the shredded cheddar cheese
in the food processor and pulse until
ground. Add the cream cheese, mayo, garlic
powder, mustard powder and cayenne
pepper. Blend until thoroughly mixed.
Place the mixture in a mixing bowl. Stir in the

remaining 1 cup of shredded cheddar cheese
and the diced pimento. Add salt to taste.
Store in the refrigerator until ready to use.

inside a slightly larger container filled
with ice. Use pimento cheese as a dip for
veggies, a spread for crackers, or as a tasty
sandwich filling.

To safely enjoy pimento cheese outside,
place your container of pimento cheese

Butter Dipped Radishes with
Everything But the Bagel Seasoning
Ingredients:
1 stick unsalted butter, melted
About 3 bunches of radishes, or about 1 pound of baby carrots, grape
tomatoes or sugar snap peas
Everything But the Bagel Seasoning
Directions:
Cover a tray or large plate with waxed
paper. Wash and trim radishes. Cut in half
and pat dry. Dip the radishes in the melted
butter and place on the wax paper covered
tray or plate.
Place them in the refrigerator for about 3-5
minutes, or until the butter has hardened.

(The radishes will look wet; this first coating
will help the next layer adhere.) Dip the
radishes in the butter again. Sprinkle with
Everything But the Bagel Seasoning and
store in the refrigerator until ready to serve.

Ways to enjoy Butter Dipped Radishes
Add them to your usual veggie spread.
Serve over ice for a cool and refreshing treat.
Toss them in a salad.
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Life Well Lived

Becky, age 82, performing fun 1940’s
songs at her last floor show six years
ago for her dear friend, Mayer Eiseman’s
90th birthday.

A SHINING STAR:

Becky “Kaye” Ravinett
By Shoshana Cenker
Performer. Entertainer. Show-Woman. Star.
Just a few of the ways to describe the fabulous
Mrs. Becky Ravinett. She’s also a devoted
mother and wife. Loving grandmother and
great grandmother. Desegregation activist.
Talented singer. Miss Personality. And so
much more.
Striking professional photos, trophies,
gifted keepsakes and more line Becky’s
house, telling the story of her remarkable
life well lived. Born to Frances and Arthur
Kaufman in Memphis, Becky began
performing when she was a child. She wasn’t
sure she could make it in entertainment at
first, but there was simply no stopping this
powerhouse vocalist, dancer and actor. Yes,
triple threat and then some. “It was so fun to
play certain roles and perform opera arias,”
she said. “I’ve got a split personality – the
classy operatic side and the fun Vaudeville side.”
Becky first sang on the “Young America
Sings” radio program at age 5 and again at
age 12. It was clear from those young ages
that Becky was musically inclined. In fact,
she was voted “Most Talented” at Central
High School. Later studying music and
drama in college at the University of Texas
10
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and Memphis State, Becky was a coloratura
– a type of operatic soprano voice who
specializes in music that’s distinguished by
agile runs, leaps and trills. Becky’s talent
was well known in her Jewish SDT (Sigma
Delta Tau) sorority and throughout the
Memphis State campus, where she earned
the equivalent of Oscar awards for Acting
Dramatics, starring in “Our Town” and
“Bury the Dead” and was inducted into the
Dramatic Fraternity.
There are countless performances
throughout her lifetime up to this point,
showcased in albums filled with beautiful
photographs, newspaper clippings and
memorabilia documenting her exciting
achievements. Headlines in her albums
read: “Becky Kaufman Highly Praised”
“Outstanding Performance” “Top Honors to
Becky Kaye” – the stage name she eventually
went by as a professional singer. Sharing
some of the many highlights here doesn’t
quite do them justice, though it’s all certainly
impressive – you see, listening to Becky talk
about them, seeing the delight on her face
and hearing the joyful inflection in her voice
is captivating and uplifting.

www.jewishscenemagazine.com

Lives Well Lived
One of her earliest performances was at
a floor show, pantomiming a Betty Hutton
song – the crowd ate it up, and rightfully
so. It was the first of her many standing
ovations. Becky performed at many other
floor shows and conventions, singing arias
and even displaying some “PG” burlesque
fun, too. She loved singing and playing
tambourine with the Trio + 1 orchestra.
She won second place in talent at the
Mid-South Fair. The photo of her and her
dad performing at a B’nai B’rith event is
priceless. Singing “The Star-Spangled
Banner” and “Hatikvah” at Beth Sholom
Synagogue’s dedication event was special,
as was performing at a shul in Cincinnati,
her parents’ hometown. And, Becky helped
get Memphis State’s opera department up
and running. “‘Lucia di Lammermoor’ is
a strange opera, but one of my favorites,”
she said with a smile. “I couldn’t read
music or play piano, but I sing by ear and
can memorize a whole Italian opera – and
get rave reviews.”
One particular event was truly a high
point. “I’d travel all over the country doing
Israeli bond drives. We pulled up to a motel
and on the marquee was my name,” Becky
said with a growing grin. “That was the
first time I’d seen my ‘name in lights!’”
And there’s much more: “I auditioned
for the NY Metropolitan Opera representing
Tennessee and New Orleans. I performed at
weddings and parties throughout Memphis,
at Memphis State, in various choruses at
Temple Israel, the Jewish Home, Plough
Towers, The Shell, Opera Auxiliary and
synagogue sisterhood events,” Becky, who
later taught yoga, shared with glee. “I was
a Miss Memphis Contest Talent Division
winner. And after my performance as Snow
White at the MJCC, Snow White became my
nickname. I call myself the big fish in the
little pond of Memphis.”
Another important achievement is
when Becky was asked to be president of
the Opera Auxiliary of what was then the
Memphis Opera Theatre. She said she’d
take the position only if some “wishes were
granted” – the first two were integrating
non-white races into the program, which
became her legacy, and allowing alcoholic
beverages at events, which would garner
more attendees, though Becky wasn’t a
drinker. Civility and free booze for the win,
Madam President.
While her passion was performing, her
other love has always been with her family,
especially her two older sisters, Celia
Burson and Millie Malkin, “who was my
hero.” said Becky.
She has two daughters, Linda
Schlesinger and Lois Goldberg OBM. Becky
is blessed with six grandchildren and four

great-grandchildren with two more on the
way. Her second husband, Irwin Ravinett,
“was wonderful,” she said of their loving
marriage in 1958. “He had such dignity.”
Along with love and support, Becky has
given her family an everlasting gift – l’dor
v’dor – ‘from generation to generation.’
“I sang the same bedtime songs that
she sang to my sister and me to my
kids, and I’m now singing them to my
grandkids. It’s such a beautiful way to
connect the generations,” said Linda.
“I think her biggest legacy is the gift of
music she gave to her family. All my kids
love music, play either piano or guitar
and love to sing. Two of my sons are
professional singers in Israeli a cappella
groups. She has also written song parities
for each of her great-grandchildren,
which she sings to them whenever she
speaks to them on the phone.”
Though she doesn’t perform like she used
to, Becky certainly hasn’t thrown in the towel.
“I’ve collected costumes over the years and
put on fashion shows,” she explained. “And
I dress up as the Fairy Grandmother for my
grandkids birthday parties.”
Luckily, Becky played a video of one of
her masterful performances during our
visit. In 1963, she’d auditioned for the
“Ted Mack Show” – a national broadcast
akin to “American’s Got Talent” of today.
She came in second place, but that’s no
matter… her skill and pure talent blasted
from the screen. Mesmerizing. She had
such command of the notes, controlling
each intricate detail. It left me speechless.
Watching Becky sing along with the video,
expressions and all, was an absolute treat.
That video was also played during
Becky’s surprise 50th birthday party. “My
daughter, Linda, wrote and produced the
floor show, which family performed in,”
Becky boasted. “I knew Linda could have
been an opera singer, but I didn’t know
Lois had a voice until I was 50!”
Though she can’t sing soprano notes
anymore, Becky graciously shared another
thrill before our visit ended: She serenaded
me with “You’re a Grand Old Flag” and
“Chickery Chick.” Fun, charming, inspiring.
Remember how growing up Becky
thought she couldn’t be a performer?
Here’s why – it’s actually something
“very few people know about,” she said
quietly. “I survived childhood spinal
meningitis, which left me with four
learning disabilities including hand/
eye coordination issues, among others.
I didn’t think I could tell anyone about
my disabilities. But I learned to go
around them.”
She’s bravely sharing it now because
“I want people to see that it can be done,

Becky performs in the early days

Engagement Photo
that you don’t need to be ashamed of
disabilities – and maybe it wasn’t the
‘big time’ for me in the entertainment
business, but I sure enjoyed it anyway,”
she added. “I was a little Shirley Temple,
and with what I’ve accomplished, I want
to show someone else that even with
disabilities, you can make some of your
dreams come true.”
At 87 years young, Becky has certainly
had a life well lived in the spotlight and
there’s still more to come. The show must
go on, of course. Your audience awaits –
sing on, Becky.
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Feature

The Mary Pikelny Innovation Center
opened to a packed crowd on Memorial
Day Weekend.

State-of-the-Art Mary Pikelny
Innovation Center Offers MHA Students
Amazing Opportunities
By Jessica Baum Sukhadolsky

Margolin Hebrew Academy-Feinstone Yeshiva of the South has
been a pillar of Jewish education in Memphis for 72 years, but the
best truly is yet to come.
Over the past six years, the school has renovated several areas
throughout the building including offices and shared spaces,
Middle School classrooms, the Moss Gym and the Cooper Family
Beit Midrash. On this year’s agenda? Construction of the brandnew Mary Pikelny Innovation Center.
The 3,500-square-foot Center, which was donated by the
Winestone Family and built by Baum and Company, opened on
Memorial Day Weekend with a large crowd of school families and
community members in attendance. The Center consists of four
spaces: The Lab, The Studio, The Think Tank and The Patio.
The Lab is a space designed for Science education in grades
1-8, complete with a teacher demonstration table, state-of-theart smart board, group work stations, curriculum aligned lab
equipment and chemical safe tabletop surfaces.
The Studio will be the heart of the school’s robust Art program. In
the Studio, students will explore various creative avenues through
painting, drawing, collage, pottery and technological mediums
including the room’s smart board and graphic design programs.
The Think Tank was created to serve as a collaborative learning
space for students in all grades to access its Computer Center,
smart board, 3D Printers, tower garden, robotics equipment,
laser cutter and much more. The Think Tank will be staffed by an
experienced educator trained in technology innovation who will
12
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work with teachers to extend and enhance the curriculum.
The Patio is an Outdoor Classroom available to all students for
gardening, woodworking, welding and other projects.
“We are incredibly grateful for this incredible gift, which will
allow us to expand our current STEAM education opportunities and
give our students access to dedicated spaces in which to study Art,
Science and Engineering,” said Head of School Rabbi Benjy Owen.
“The center is named for our relative Mary Pikelny, who was
from Poland like our father, Ted Winestone,” shared David
Winestone. “Their entire family was killed in the Holocaust
and Mary did not have any children, so we are thankful for
the opportunity to memorialize her in this special way. It was
important to our family that the new addition be something that
sets the school apart academically and helps the faculty provide the
best possible General Studies education for students of all ages.”
In addition to providing various new outlets for collaborative
work in the Innovation Center, the school is looking forward to
introducing a variety of new extracurricular activities in the fall.
Robotics, Coding, Pottery, Rocketry, Drones, Moviemaking and
STEM clubs are just some of the offerings that are in the works.
“I can’t wait to get to work in the new Innovation Center,” said
incoming senior Nathan Baer. “Our CYHSB Rocketry Club plans to
use the 3D printers and other technology to enhance our rocketmaking capabilities.”

Feature

Dry eyes
causing you
discomfort?
Working from home or spending
too much time on digital devices
can worsen dry eye symptoms.
Visit our dry
eye doctors at
901-252-3670 | focalpointcrosstown.com | Inside Crosstown Concourse
A SOUTHERN COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY CLINICAL FACILITY

Ted Winestone with his family,
Rebecca Gerber, Lee and Shelby
Baum and David Winestone.

If you haven’t visited the MHA lately,
now is the perfect time! Please email
jessica.baum@mhafyos.org or call
901.682.2400 to schedule a tour.
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‘A VISIT TO MOSCOW’
Local writer tells a story about a story in her graphic novel
By Shoshana Cenker

By ABIGAIL KLEIN LEICHMAN

Reprinted with permission The Jewish
Standard
This is a story about a story about a
story.
Passing along stories is Anna Olswanger’s
passion as a literary agent and children’s
book author.
The story she passes along in the
forthcoming graphic novel “A Visit to
Moscow” is a work of historical fiction,
based on a story that Rabbi Rafael Grossman
told her in the 1980s.
Ms. Olswanger, who grew up in Memphis,
was a member of Rabbi Grossman’s Baron
Hirsch Synagogue there. (Much later, they
both moved to Bergen County. She lives
in Fair Lawn; he lived in Fort Lee and then
Englewood before making aliyah toward the
end of his life.)
“Rabbi Grossman and I began
collaborating on writing projects in the early
1980s,” Ms. Olswanger said.
During one of their sessions,
he told her that in 1965, he’d
been one of nine rabbis who
went to the Soviet Union on a
trip organized by the Rabbinical
Council of America. The Orthodox
rabbis went to visit Jewish victims
of government-sponsored
antisemitism. Rabbi Grossman
met a Holocaust survivor
there with a young son – Ms.
Olswanger named him Zev in her
novel – who had spent his first 11
or 12 years hidden inside the tiny
apartment where he was born.
The parents explained that
they wanted Zev to live as a
Jew and not to be persecuted or
harassed by the Communists. But
the price was steep: no school, no
friends, no outside interactions
whatsoever.
With the help of the late
Representatives James Howard
(D-N.J.) and Emanuel Celler
(D-N.Y.), and Senator Clifford
Chase (R-N.J.), Rabbi Grossman
14
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managed to get the family to Israel,
seven years before the Brezhnev-Kosygin
government granted the first exit visas to
Soviet Jews.
Rabbi Grossman even visited Zev and
his family in their new homeland. “Every
time I visited him, he was smiling,” Rabbi
Grossman told Ms. Olswanger. He saw them
for the last time in 1992. Later that year, Zev
was killed in action in Lebanon at the age of
37, leaving a widow and young children.
Ms. Olswanger intended to include this
poignant story in a novel she and the rabbi
started writing together, but the book never
was finished. She didn’t see the manuscript
again until Rabbi Grossman died in 2018. His
daughter, Aviva, who lives in Englewood,
sent Ms. Olswanger a box of work they’d done
together. And that prompted her to dig up her
old notes from their original conversation.
“I was always so taken with that
particular story of the little boy who never
went outside,” Ms. Olswanger said. “And I

www.jewishscenemagazine.com

couldn’t let go of it. Over the years, I thought
it could be a short story or an illustrated
children’s book. Now I knew it could be a
graphic novel.”
In September 2018, Ms. Olswanger
contacted award-winning illustrator,
painter, and set and costume designer
Yevgenia Nayberg of Brooklyn, who
immigrated from Ukraine.
“She’s done a number of picture books
that I had sold for her as an agent,” Ms.
Olswanger said. “I thought, not only was
her style perfect, but just the fact that she
was a Jew from the former Soviet Union felt
perfect. So, I asked her if she would illustrate
Zev’s story, and she said yes.”
Ms. Olswanger had never written a graphic
novel before and felt “it was important to
find an artist who could communicate the
starkness of Soviet Russia alongside the
emotional narrative of ‘A Visit to Moscow.’”
It was necessary to write it as a fictional
account because there were many details –

She told me that she was worried
because she hadn’t heard from
you for over ten years.

I have your last
letter to your sister.
I think it’s over
ten years old.

She made me promise to
try to find you. You’re Bela’s
brother, aren’t you?

He hesitated.
I could tell
that he didn’t
trust me.

Look, if I worked for
the KGB, would I talk
to you in Yiddish?

How did
you get
this?

Bela gave it to me. She read in
the newspaper that I was traveling
to the Soviet Union as part of a
rabbinical delegation.
I know Jews who
work for the KGB
and speak Yiddish.
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including the names of the family – that she
hadn’t preserved in her notes.
“Someday I hope to discover the boy’s
name and where in Israel his family is
living,” she said. “I would like to share ‘A
Visit to Moscow’ with them and tell the
boy’s children how much I admired their
father and grandparents for withstanding
Soviet repression and for trusting in Rabbi
Grossman.”
About a year after the initial contact
between Ms. Olswanger and Ms. Nayberg,
West Margin Press accepted the manuscript
for publication.
“I thought it was a middle-grade book
because it’s short, but the publisher thought
it would be best for ages 12 and up, which
means it’s a young adult and adult book,”
Ms. Olswanger said. “It’s a crossover. And
that’s fine with me. I would love for adults to
read this book. I think it’s complex and rich
because of Yevgenia’s illustrations. She’s
done a phenomenal job.”
Another of Ms. Olswanger’s books,
“Greenhorn,” is based on an incident in
Rabbi Grossman’s childhood and set against
the backdrop of the Holocaust. She is also
the author of “Shlemiel Crooks,” a Sydney
Taylor Honor Book and PJ Library book, which
she wrote after discovering a 1919 Yiddish
newspaper article about the attempted robbery
of her great-grandparents’ kosher liquor store
in St. Louis.
The Moscow story, she said,
“encompasses for me what Rabbi Grossman
was and what he stood for, which was that
life is here, and it is joyful, that no matter
what, we are a joyful people. He always said
that’s what Hashem wants for us. He talked

CLAY & LAND INSURANCE
STABILITY DURING
RISK & UNCERTAINTY.
TODD DYSON & LOUIS CLAY
866 RIDGEWAY LOOP ROAD • MEMPHIS, TN 38120
(901) 767-3600 • WWW.CLAYANDLAND.COM
to me about how happy Zev was in Israel,
that he bore no residual sadness from having
lived in a room in isolation for however long
it was – I think 11 or 12 years until they left
the Soviet Union.
“Many of us relate to a feeling of isolation,
especially from our childhood,” she
continued. “This story builds on the hope
that we can end the loneliness and isolation
by connecting to a wider community.”
She believes the book also has the
potential to spark new interest in the
historical events surrounding Soviet
refuseniks and the more than two decades of
grassroots movements needed to free them
“A Visit to Moscow” is available through
online bookstores.

Anna Olswanger
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In Biz
Louise Paz serves up a
variety of fresh bagels
throughout the week
from her co-op kitchen.

Blues City Bagels
Hand Batched,
Boiled and Baked
in Memphis
By Shoshana Cenker
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Bagels. Few things are as
synonymous with Jews as the
delicious, carbtastic staple. The
round bread originated in the Jewish
communities of Poland. Traditionally
shaped by hand into the form of a
ring, they’re first boiled in water
briefly and then baked. Now that
we’re all craving them, allow me to
introduce you to someone who’s
serving up fresh-made bagels right
here in Memphis.
Louise Paz recently opened Blues City Bagels.
(Cue the cheering.) She has lots of experience
in the food industry. Louise first started with
a successful muffin business in Los Angeles
and San Luis Obispo – the tasty treats were
organic, wheat-free and sugar-free, sweetened
only with fruit. They were sold in places like
coffee houses and health food grocery stores.
Later, she made dairy-free, vegan ice cream
while living in Salt Lake City. She was planning
to open a shop when her husband’s job
transferred the family to Memphis.
When they moved here five years ago, her
passion came calling once again. “I knew I
eventually wanted to open a food business in
Memphis,” she said.” “I love muffins, but I
wanted to do something different. Since I missed
the bagels and Jewish bakery items from Detroit,
my hometown, I decided to go with that.”
Louise spent a solid three years testing out
countless bagel recipes and watching video
after video about how to make bagels. No
complaints from her teenage kids though, as
son, Gabriel, and daughter, Lauren, became
taste testers. “They were really into it!” Louise
said with a laugh. “And Lauren has gotten really
good at rolling the dough.”
Finally nailing down a winning recipe, Louise
is beginning her newest food venture with
just bagels. Vegan flavors include plain, poppy
seed, sesame, everything, garlic, onion, salt,
and non-vegan cheese, with more flavors to
come like cinnamon raisin and cinnamon sugar.
Louise describes her hand-batched, rolled,
fresh-baked bagels as “chewy and delicious
with an authentic boiled crust.” She plans to
add Jewish Eastern European baked goods later:
7-layer cake, hamantaschen, Danishes, babkas
and more.
“I’m renting a commercial coop kitchen in
Cordova for now,” she said. “Ideally, we want
our own space, so we’re currently shopping
around for locations to get settled. Once we
have our own kitchen, Blues City Bagels will be
kosher.”
Louise is offering catering and wholesale
accounts. She’s been proactively taking samples
to businesses, some of which have already put

In Biz

CROSSROADS:
Chance or Destiny?
By Harry Samuels
This collection of connection stories is a follow up to Harry’s first book,
Beshert, which Jewish Scene readers enjoyed years ago. I hope you enjoy
them as much as I do.
All of us have the ability to experience the synchronicity that is often the result
of reaching out to others. ~ Harry Samuels

THE BLIND DATE
By Joel Braverman

Louise has earned customers for life after delivering a mouthwatering
sampling to the Nieman household.
in requests for product, and she’s already established a presence at
some regular corporate meetings. “We certainly want to serve the
Jewish community, but also the greater Memphis area,” she said of
her plan. “People have been super supportive.”
She already offers bagels’ best friends – lox and vegan cream cheese
– and she’ll add more dishes like tuna salad and egg salad, when she’s
in a new kitchen. “My husband, Meir, has been a plant manager for
over 20 years for large food manufacturing companies like Frito-Lay
and Kellogg’s,” she added. “I’m going to try and tap into his skills to
help things run efficiently.”
Blues City Bagels isn’t open on Saturday, though. Louise is on a
religious journey to become shomer Shabbos. It was important to her
to have a business where she could set the days and hours. A large
board in her office reinforces her spiritualty, it reads: “Have Emunah.”
Emunah means faith in Hebrew.
Louise’s goal is to make Blues City Bagels a pleasant endeavor. “I’m
at a stage in my life now where I want this to be enjoyable, not stressful.
Yes, I need to make a living, but I want this to be a source of joy,” she said
in her delightful, soft-spoken tone. “I hope it’s a big success and people
enjoy it, while it eventually brings me into retirement. I’m so excited to
make the bagels and bring them to the community!”

Orders can be placed on her website: BluesCityBagels.com
Preorder for pick up: Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday through Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. at 7940
Fischer Steel Rd. 38018.
She is at the Collierville Farmer’s Market Thursday 8 a.m. - noon.
Pre-order for pick up here or come see what Louise has to offer.
Deliveries:
Monday – Wednesday and Friday 7 - 9 a.m. or 9 - 11 a.m.
Sunday 8 - 10 a.m. or 10 a.m. - noon.

Joel was vacationing in Aspen, Colorado. He had taken a date
to dinner, and he was sitting at the bar waiting for her to return
from the lady’s room. Suddenly he felt a tap on his shoulder.
When he turned to see who it was, the attractive young lady
apologized. “I am sorry. I thought you were my date, Adam.”
Soon they were joined by their respective dates.
“Where are you from?” Joel asked Adam.
“I’m from Lebanon, Pennsylvania,” he responded.
“I have a relative there,” said Joel. “Do you know Reuben
Grosky?”
“He’s my cousin,” exclaimed Adam.
“He’s my grandfather!” proclaimed Joel. The newly
discovered cousins, Joel and Adam, quickly became friends.

EMBASSY APARTMENTS
Luxury and Location

In the Heart of East Memphis

Offering one, two, and three bedrooms
Utilities Included
See our floorplans at embassyaptsmemphis.com

505 South Perkins Rd. 901.685.8020
www.embassyaptsmemphis.com
Jewish Scene

I

June/July 2022

17

Hollywood Pet Stars
Is That an Echo
We Hear?
By Shoshana Cenker

Though a reptile isn’t exactly a cuddly pet, it hasn’t stopped
Malky Steiner from giving her leopard gecko all the love she
has to offer. Named Echo, the little lizard was given to Malky
by a friend – and her parents, Chaya and Zechariah, actually
said yes!
The Steiners take Echo to McGehee Clinic for Animals when
she needs to see a vet. It’s helpful that geckos are fairly low
maintenance – they don’t need any special treats or toys. And
when the family goes out of town, Malky’s friend watches the
nocturnal creature.
Malky is learning how to hold Echo to avoid her long nails
that sometimes inadvertently leave a scratch. Despite this
unintended circumstance, “I love everything about her!” Malky
said happily.
Low Maintenance
Geckos don’t need to be groomed and they don’t take up a lot
of room.
Professionally Training
I trained her myself… I trained her not to go into things.
Tidbits
We were trying to see if Echo liked crickets, so we put a cricket
in her food bowl. After a few minutes, the cricket tried to
escape, and it succeeded! The next day, Echo decided to eat a
cricket… but she threw it up!”
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1 in 5
Americans
Suffer From
Allergies

We Can Help!
Tammy McCulley, MD
Ari Zelig, MD
Chrishana Ogilvie, MD
Amanda Nelson, FNP
Shea McCloskey, FNP

Care for the Entire Family

Now Open, Our 6th Location!
East Memphis • 5720 Poplar
Germantown, East Memphis, Arlington, Bartlett, Southaven & Olive Branch

901.623.3323

l

McCulleyAllergy.com

WE HAVE MOVED

6161 Poplar Avenue • Memphis, TN. 38119
scan the QR code to download the app
and browse your favorite selections.

Everyday Low Prices
•
Mixed and Solid Case Discounts
•
Curbside Pickup
•
Party and Special Orders Welcome
See us for year-round kosher wines for Shabbat
and other festive occasions

Largest Selection
of Kosher Wines
From Around the World
Memphis and Germantown’s
Wine and Liquor Superstore
901.682.1333 • www.greatwinesmemphis.com
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May Happenings

Federation’s FedLED initiative (for young
adults) raised money to help support
Ukrainians through A Night in Tel Aviv.

Members of the planning committee Farryl Silver,
Jamie Klazmer, Ellee Breit, Maureen Baum and
Lindsey Reef. Not pictured, Emily Lennon and
Jaclyn Marshall.

8th Grade Advancement

First grade class docents explain what they
learned about the Hula Valley and the birds that
migrate through the region.

Kindergarten Graduation
Students and families were invited to campus
during the school year to create pottery pieces
with the seven species and flowers from the Land
of Israel.

Alex Harkavy, Leor Reef, Aaron Poulin

xxx
Seven alumni leaders were honored at the 72nd
Annual Scholarship Banquet

Julie and Lawson Arney

Visitors exploring the fourth grade Coastal Plains
and mosaic. Using different colored tiles, students
represented erosion and land elevation in the mosaic.

Bornblum held a Bourbon Tasting Fundraiser at the home of Michael and Stacey Alpert.

Alex Shindler and Cara Greenstein
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Wayne Sims and Head of School Dr. Daniel Weiss
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Chairs Ryan Saharovich, Max Alpert, Michal
Alpert and Stacy Alpert
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MEMPHIS JEWISH HOME & REHAB'S

U R N M E NT
A

SEPTEMBER 19TH, 2022 | RIDGEWAY COUNTRY CLUB
Scan
me to
registe
r or
donate
!

For more information on how to get involved,
go to memphisjewishhome.org/giving.

Thank you for supporting the Home, our
residents, and our senior community!

Birthday Parties • Breakfast Meetings • B’nai Mitzvot • Cakes • Holiday Menus • Kiddushes
Office Lunches • Shabbat Meals • Shiva Meals • Specialty and Private Dinners • Wedding Receptions
Curbside Pickup Available Monday-Friday From 11am-3pm. Follow Us on Facebook for Daily Specials.

Contact Jordan Shulman
901.756.3229
jshulman@memphisjewishhome.org
36 Bazeberry Road, Cordova, TN 38018

The Nosh proudly offers a
variety of Catering Services
thenoshmemphis.com
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Add another dimension to all of your
business and personal projects!
901.249.1525
SparkPrinting.com
Locally Owned & Operated | Free Estimates
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